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3 HE  greatest  of  English  historians,  Macauley,  and  one  of  the  most  brilliant  writers 
of  the  past  century,  has  said :  "The  history  of  a  country  is  best  told  in  a  record  of  the 
lives  of  its  people."  In  conformity  with  this  idea  the  Portrait  and  Biographical 
Album  of  this  county  has  been  prepared.  Instead  of  going  to  musty  records,  and 
taking  therefrom  dry  statistical  matter  that  can  be  appreciated  by  but  few,  our 
corps  of  writers  have  gone  to  the  people,  the  men  and  women  who  have,  by  their 
enterprise  and  industry,  brought  the  county  to  a  rank  second  to  none  among  those 
comprising  this  great  and  noble  State,  and  from  their  lips  have  the  story  of  their  life 
struggles.  No  more  interesting  or  instructive  matter  could  be  presented  to  an  intelli- 
gent public.  In  this  volume  will  be  found  a  record  of  many  whose  lives  are  worthy  the 
imitation  of  coming  generations.  It  tells  how  some,  commencing  life  in  poverty,  by 
industry  and  economy  have  accumulated  wealth.  It  tells  how  others,  with  limited 
advantages  for  securing  an  education,  have  become  learned  men  and  women,  with  an 
influence  extending  throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  land.  It  tells  of  men  who 
have  risen  from  the  lower  walks  of  life  to  eminence  as  statesmen,  and  whose  names  have 
become  famous.  It  tells  of  those  in  every  walk  in  life  who  have  striven  to  succeed,  and 
records  how  that  success  has  usually  crowned  their  efforts.  It  tells  also  of  many,  very 
manv  who  not  seeking  the  applause  of  the  world,  have  pursued  ''the  even  tenor  of  their  way,"  content 
to  have  it  said  of  them  as  Christ  said  of  the  woman  performing  a  deed  of  mercy — 'Hhey  have  done  what 
they  could."  It  tells  how  that  many  in  the  pride  and  strength  of  young  manhood  left  the  plow  and  the 
anvil,  the  lawyer's  office  and  the  counting-room,  left  every  trade  and  profession,  and  at  their  country's 
call  went  forth  valiantly  ''to  do  or  die,"  and  how  through  their  efforts  the  Union  was  restored  and  peace 
once  more  reigned  in  the  land.  In  the  life  of  every  man  and  of  every  woman  is  a  lesson  that  should  not 
be  lost  upon  those  who  follow  after, 

Comino-  generations  will  appreciate  this  volume  and  preserve  it  as  a  sacred  treasure,  from  the  fact 
that  it  contains  so  much  that  would  never  find  its  way  into  public  records,  and  which  would  otherwise  be 
inaccessible.  Great  care  has  been  taken  in  the  compilation  of  the  work  and  every  opportunity  possible 
eiven  to  those  represented  to  insure  correctness  in  what  has  been  written,  and  the  publishers  flatter  them- 
selves that  they  give  to  their  leaders  a  work  with  few  errors  of  consequence.  In  addition  to  the  biograph- 
ical sketches,  portraits  of  a  number  of  representative  citizens  are  given. 

The  faces  of  some,  and  biographical  sketches  of  many,  will  be  missed  in  this  volume.  For  this  the 
publishers  are  not  to  blame.  Not  having  a  proper  conception  of  the  work,  some  refused  to  give  the 
information  necessary  to  compile  a  sketch,  while  others  were  indifferent.  Occasionally  some  member  of 
the  family  would  oppose  the  enterprise,  and  on  account  of  such  opposition  the  support  of  the  interested 
one  would  be  withheld.  In  a  few  instances  men  could  never  be  found,  though  repeated  calls  were  made 
at  their  residence  or  place  of  business. 

(JHAPMAN  BROS. 
Chicago,  February,  1889. 
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HE  Father  of  our  Country  was 
born  in  Westmorland  Co.,  Va., 
'Feb.  22,  1732.  His  parents 
were  Augustine  and  Mary 
(Ball)  Washington.  The  family 
to  which  he  belonged  has  not 
been  satisfactorily  traced  in 
England.  His  great-grand- 
father, John  Washington,  em- 
igrated to  Vii-ginia  about  1657, 
and  became  a  prosperous 
planter.  He  had  tvvo  sons, 
Lawrence  and  John.  The 
former  married  Mildred  Warner 
and  had  three  children,  John, 
^  Augustine  and  Mildred.  Augus- 
tine, the  father  of  George,  first 
married  Jane  Butler,  who  bore 
him  four  children,  two  of  whom, 
Lawrence  and  Augustine,  reached 
maturity.  Of  six  children  by  his 
second  marriage,  George  was  the 
eldest,  the  others  being  Betty, 
Samuel,  John  Augustine,  Charles 
and  Mildred. 
Augustine  Washington,  the  father  of  George,  died 
in  1743,  leaving  a  large  landed  property.  To  his 
eldest  son,  Lawrence,  he  bequeathed  an  estate  on 
the  Patomac,  afterwards  known  as  Mount  Vernon, 
and  to  George  he  left  the  parental  residence.  George 
received  only  such  education  as  the  neighborhood 
schools  afforded,  save  for  a  short  time  after  he  left 
school,  when  he  received  private  instruction  in 
mathematics.       His    spcllinji   v/as    rather   defective. 
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Remarkable  stories  are  told  of  his  great  physical 
strength  and  development  at  an  early  age.  He  was 
an  acknowledged  leader  among  his  companions,  and 
was  early  noted  for  that  nobleness  of  character,  fair- 
ness and  veracity  which  characterized  his  whole  life. 

When  George  was  1 4  years  old  he  had  a  desire  to  go  to 
sea,  and  a  midshipman's  warrant  was  secured  for  him, 
but  through  the  opposition  of  his  mother  the  idea  was 
abandoned.  Two  years  later  he  was  appointed 
surveyor  to  the  immense  estate  of  Lord  Fairfax.  In 
this  business  he  spent  three  years  in  a  rough  frontier 
life,  gaining  experience  which  afterwards  proved  very 
essential  to  him.  In  1751,  though  only  19  years  of 
age,  he  was  appointed  adjutant  with  the  rank  of 
major  in  the  Virginia  miUtia,  then  being  trained  for 
active  service  against  the  French  and  Indians.  Soon 
after  this  he  sailed  to  the  West  Indies  with  his  brother 
Lawrence,  who  went  there  to  restore  his  health.  They 
soon  returned,  and  in  the  summer  of  1752  Lawrence 
died,  leaving  a  large  fortune  to  an  infant  daughter 
who  did  not  long  survive  him.  On  her  demise  the 
estate  of  Mount  Vernon  was  given  to  George. 

Upon  the  arrival  of  Robert  Dinwiddle,  as  Lieuten- 
ant-Governor of  Virginia,  in  1752,  the  militia-was 
reorganized,  and  the  province  divided  into  four  mili- 
tary districts,  of  which  the  northern  was  assigned  to 
Washington  as  adjutant  general.  Shordy  after  this 
a  very  perilous  mission  was  assigned  him  and  ac- 
cepted, which  others  had  refused.  This  was  to  pro- 
ceed to  the  French  post  near  Lake  Erie  in  North- 
western Pennsylvania.  The  distance  to  be  traversed 
was  between  500  and  600  miles.  Winter  was  at  hand, 
and  the  journey  was  to  be  made  without  military 
escort,  through  a  territory  occupied  by  Indians.     The 


f 


20 


GEORGE   WASHINGTON. 


trip  was  a  perilous  one,  and  several  limes  he  came  near 
losing  his  life,  yet  he  returned  in  safety  and  furnished 
a  full  and  useful  report  of  his  expedition.  A  regiment 
of  300  men  was  raised  in  Virginia  and  put  in  com- 
mand of  Col.  Joshua  Fry,  and  Major  Washington  was 
commissioned  lieutenant-colonel.  Active  war  was 
then  begun  against  the  French  and  Indians,  in  which 
Washington  took  a  most  important  part.  In  the 
memorable  event  of  July  9,  1755,  known  iis  Brad- 
dock's  defeat,  Washington  was  almost  the  only  officer 
of  distinction  who  escaped  from  the  calamities  of  the 
day  with  life  and  honor.  The  other  aids  of  Braddock 
were  disabled  eady  in  the  action,  and  Washington 
alone  was  left  in  that  capacity  on  the  field.  In  a  letter 
to  his  brother  he  says :  "  I  had  four  bullets  through 
my  coat,  and  two  horses  shot  under  me,  yet  I  escaped 
unhurt,  though  death  was  levelina  my  companions 
on  every  side."  An  Indian  sharpshooter  said  he  was 
not  born  to  be  killed  by  a  bullet,  for  he  had  taken 
direct  aim  at  him  seventeen  times,  and  failed  to  hit 
him. 

After  having  been  ^\q  years  in  the  military  service, 
and  vainly  sought  promotion  in  the  royal  army,  he 
took  advantage  of  the  fall  of  Fort  Duquesne  and  the 
expulsion  of  the  French  from  the  valley  of  the  Ohio, 
to  resign  his  commission.  Soon  after  he  entered  the 
Legislature,  where,  although  not  a  leader,  he  took  an 
acdve  and  important  part.  January  17,  1759,  he 
married  Mrs.  Martha  (Dandridge)  Custis,  the  wealthy 
widow  of  John  Parke  Custis. 

When  the  British  Parliament  had   closed   the   port 
'^f  Boston,  the  cry  went  up  throughout  the   provinces 
that  "The  cause  of  Boston  is  the  cause  of  us   all." 
It  was  then,  at  the  suggestion  of  Virginia,  that  a  Con- 
gress of  all  the  colonies  was  called  to  meet  at  Phila- 
delphia, Sept.  5,  1774,  to  secure  their  common  liberties, 
peaceably  if  possible.     To  this  Congress  Col.   Wash- 
ington was  sent  as  a  delegate.    On  May  10,  1775,  the 
Congress  re-assembled,  when  the  hosdle  intentions  of 
England  were  plainly  apparent.     The  battles  of  Con- 
cord and  Lexington  had  been  fought.     Among   the 
first  acts  of  this  Congress  was  the  election  of  a  com- 
mander-in-chief of  the  colonial  forces.    This  high  and 
responsible   office  was   conferred  upon   Washington, 
who  was  sdll  a  memberof  the  Congress.  He  accepted 
it  on  June  19,  but  upon  the  express  condition  that  he 
receive  no  salary.     He  would  keep  an  exact  account 
of  expenses  and  expect  Congress    to  pay  them   and 
nothing  more.     It  is  not  the  object  of  this  sketch  to 
trace  the  military  acts  of  Washington,  to  whom   the 
fortunes  and  liberties  of  the  people  of  this    country 
were  so  long  confided.     The  war  was  conducted   by 
him  under  ever>'  possible  disadvantage,  and  while  his 
forces  often  met  with  reverses,  yet  he  overcame  every 
obstacle,   and  after  seven  years  of  heroic   devotion 
and  matchless  skill  he  gained  liberty  for  the  greatest 
nation  of  earth.     On  Dec.  23,   1783,   Washington,  in    1 
a  pardng  address  of  surpassing  beauty,  resigned  his   | 


commission  as  commander-in-chief  of  the  army  to 
to  the  ConUnental  Congress  sitting  at  Annapohs.  He 
retired  immediately  to  Mount  Vernon  and  resumed 
his  occupation  as  a  farmer  and  planter,  shunning  all 
connection  with  public  life. 

In  February,  1 7  89,  Washington  was  unanimously 
elected  President.  In  his  presidential  career  he  was 
subject  to  the  peculiar  trials  incidental  to  a  new 
government ;  trials  from  lack  of  confidence  on  the  part 
of  other  governments;  trials  from  want  of  harmony 
between  the  different  sections  of  our  own  country; 
trials  from  the  impoverished  condition  of  the  country' 
owing  to  the  war  and  want  of  credit;  trials  from  the 
beginnings  of  party  strife.  He  was  no  partisan.  His 
clear  judgment  could  discern  the  golden  mean;  and 
while  perhaps  this  alone  kept  our  government  from 
sinking  at  the  very  outset,  it  left  him  exposed  to 
attacks  from  both  sides,  which  were  often  bitter  and 
very  annoying. 

At  the  expiration  of  his  first  term  he  was  unani- 
mously re-elected.  At  the  end  of  this  term  many 
were  anxious  that  he  be  re-elected,  but  he  absolutely 
refused  a  third  nomination.  On  the  fourth  of  March, 
1797,  at  the  expiraton  of  his  second  term  as  Presi- 
dent, he  returned  to  his  home,  hoping  to  pass  there 
his  few  remaining  years  free  from  the  annoyances  of 
public  life.  Later  in  the  year,  however,  his  repose 
seemed  likely  to  be  interrupted  by  war  with  France. 
At  the  prospect  of  such  a  war  he  was  again  urged  to 
take  command  of  the  armies.  He  chose  his  sub- 
ordinate officers  and  left  to  them  the  charge  of  mat- 
ters in  the  field,  which  he  superintended  from  his 
home.  In  accepdng  the  command  he  made  the 
reservation  that  he  was  not  to  be  in  the  field  until 
it  was  necessary.  In  the  midst  of  these  preparations 
his  life  was  suddenly  cut  off.  December  12,  he  took 
a  severe  cold  from  a  ride  in  the  rain,  which,  settling 
in  his  throat,  produced  inflammation,  and  terminated 
fatally  on  the  night  of  the  fourteenth.  On  the  eigh- 
teenth his  body  was  borne  wi«h  military  honors  toits 
final  resting  place,  and  interred  in  the  family  vault  at 
Mount  Vernon. 

Of  the  character  of  Washington  it  is  impossible  to 
speak  but  in  terms  of  the  highest  respect  and  ad- 
miration. The  more  we  see  of  the  operadons  of 
our  government,  and  the  more  deeply  we  feel  the 
difficulty  of  uniting  all  opinions  in  a  common  interest 
the  more  highly  we  must  estimate  the  force  of  his  taU 
ent  and  character,  which  have  been  able  to  challenge 
the  reverence  of  all  parties,  and  pnnciples,  and  na- 
tions, and  to  win  a  fame  as  extended  as  the  limits 
of  the  globe,  and  which  we  cannot  but  believe  will 
be  as  lasting  as  the  existence  of  man. 

The  person  of  Washington  was  unusally  tan,  erect 
and  well   proportioned.     His  muscular   strength  was 
great.     His  features  were  of  a  beaudful  symmetry. 
He  cornmanded  respect  without  any  appearance  of     , 
haughtiness,  and  ever  serious  without  being  dull.  ^ 
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OHN  ADAMS,  the  second 
^  President  and  the  first  Vice- 
'  President  of  the  United  States, 
was  born  in  Braintree  ( now 
Quincy),Mass.,  and  about  ten 
wr^  miles  from  Boston,  Oct.  19, 
1735.  ^^^  great-grandfather,  Henry 
x\dams,  emigrated  from  England 
about  1640,  with  a  family  of  eight 
,  sons,  and  settled  at  Braintree.  The 
parents  of  John  were  John  and 
Susannah  (Boylston)  Adams.  Plis 
father  was  a  farmer  of  limited 
means,  to  which  he  added  the  bus- 
iness of  shoemaking.  He  gave  his 
eldest  son,  John,  a  classical  educa- 
tion at  Harvard  College.  John 
graduated  in  1755,  and  at  once  took  charge  of  the 
school  in  Worcester,  Mass.  This  he  found  but  a 
"school  of  affliction,"  from  which  he  endeavored  to 
gain  relief  by  devoting  himself,  in  addition,  to  the 
study  of  law.  For  this  purpose  he  placed  himself 
under  the  tuition  of  the  only  lawyer  in  the  town.  He 
had  thought  seriously  of  the  clerical  profession 
but  seems  to  have  been  turned  from  this  by  what  he 
termed  "  the  frightful  engines  of  ecclesiastical  coun- 
cils, of  diabolical  malice,  and  Calvanistic  good  nature,'' 
of  the  operations  of  which  he  had  been  a  witness  in 
his  native  town.  He  was  well  fitted  for  the  legal 
profession,  possessing  a  clear,  sonorous  voice,  being 
ready  and  fluent  of  speech,  and  having  quick  percep- 
tive powers.  He  gradually  gained  practice,  and  in 
1764  married  Abigail  Smith,  a  daughter  of  a  minister, 
and  a  lady  of  superior  intelligence.  Shortly  after  his 
marriage,  (1765),  the  attempt  of  Parliamentary  taxa- 
tion turned  him  from  law  to  politics.  He  took  initial 
^teps  toward  holding  a  town  meeting,  and  the  resolu- 
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tions  he  offered  on  the  subject  became  very  popular 
throughout  the  Provmce,  and  were  adopted  word  for 
word  by  over  forty  different  towns.  He  moved  to  Bos- 
ton in  1768,  and  became  one  of  the  most  courageous 
and  prominent  advocates  of  the  popular  cause,  and 
was  chosen  a  member  of  the  General  Court  (the  Leg- 
lislature)  in  1770. 

Mr.  Adams  was  chosen  one  of  the  first  delegates 
from  Massachusetts  to  the  first  Continental  Congress, 
which  met  in  1774.  Here  he  distinguished  himself 
by  his  capacity  for  business  and  for  debate,  and  ad- 
vocated the  movement  for  independence  against  the 
majority  of  the  members.  In, May,  1776,  he  moved 
and  carried  a  resolution  in  Congress  that  the  Colonies 
should  assume  the  duties  of  self-government.  He 
was  a  prominent  member  of  the  committee  of  five 
appointed  June  11,  to  prepare  a  declaration  of  inde- 
pendence. This  article  was  drawn  by  Jefferson,  but 
on  Adams  devolved  the  task  of  battling  it  through 
Congress  in  a  three  days  debate. 

On  the  day  after  the  Declaration  of  Independence 
was  passed,  while  his  soul  was  yet  warm  with  the 
glow  of  excited  feeling,  he  wrote  a  letter  to  his  wife, 
which,  as  we  read  it  now,  seems  to  have  been  dictated 
by  the  spirit  of  prophecy.  "Yesterday,"  he  says,  "the 
greatest  question  was  decided  that  ever  was  debated 
in  America;  and  greater,  perhaps,  never  was  or  will 
be  decided  among  men.  A  resolution  was  passed 
without  one  dissenting  colony,  *  that  these  United 
States  are,  and  of  right  ought  to  be,  free  and  inde- 
pendent states.'  The  day  is  passed.  The  fourth  of 
July,  1776,  will  be  a  memorable  epoch  in  the  history 
of  America.  I  am  apt  to  believe  it  will  be  celebrated 
by  succeeding  generations,  as  the  great  anniversary 
festival.  It  ought  to  be  commemorated  as  the  day  of 
deliverance  by  solemn  acts  of  devotion  to  Almighty 
God.     It  ought  to  be  solemnized  with  pomp,  showsr 
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games,  sports,  guns,  bells,  bonfires,  and  illuminations 
from  one  end  of  the  continent  to  the  other,  from  this 
time  forward  for  ever.  You  will  think  me  transported 
with  enthusiasm,  but  I  am  not.  I  am  well  aware  of 
the  toil,  and  blood  and  treasure,  that  it  will  cost  to 
maintain  this  declaration,  and  support  and  defend 
these  States;  yet,  through  all  the  gloom,  I  can  see  the 
rays  of  light  and  glory.  I  can  see  that  the  end  is 
worth  more  than  all  the  means;  and  that  posterity 
will  triumph,  although  you  and  I  may  rue,  which  1 
hope  we  shall  not." 

In  November,  1777,  Mr.  Adams  was  appointed  a 
delegate  to  France  and  to  co-operate  with  Bemjamin 
Franklin  and  Arthur  Lee,  who  were  then  in  Paris,  in 
the  endeavor  to  obtain  assistance  in  arms  and  money 
from  the  French  Government.  This  was  a  severe  trial 
to  his  patriotism,  as  it  separated  him  from  his  home, 
compelled  him  to  cross  the  ocean  in  winter,  and  ex- 
posed him  to  great  peril  of  capture  by  the  British  cruis- 
ers, who  were  seeking  him.  He  left  France  June  17, 
1779.  In  September  of  the  same  year  he  was  again 
chosen  to  go  to  Paris,  and  there  hold  himself  in  readi- 
ness to  negotiate  a  treaty  of  peace  and  of  commerce 
with  Great  Britian,  as  soon  as  the  British  Cabinet 
might  be  found  willing  to  listen  to  such  proposels.  He 
sailed  for  France  in  November,  from  there  he  went  to 
Holland,  where  he  negotiated  important  loans  and 
formed  important  commercial  treaties. 

Finally  a  treaty  of  peace  with  England  was  signed 
Jan.  21,  1783.  The  re-action  from  the  excitement, 
toil  and  anxiety  through  which  Mr.  Adams  had  passed 
threw  him  into  a  fever.  After  suffering  from  a  con- 
tinued fever  and  becoming  feeble  and  emaciated  he 
was  advised  to  go  to  England  to  drink  the  waters  of 
Bath,  ^^'hile  in  England,  still  drooping  and  despond- 
ing, he  received  dispatches  from  his  own  government 
urging  the  necessity  of  his  going  to  Amsterdam  to 
negotiate  another  loan.  It  was  winter,  his  health  was 
delicate,  yet  he  immediately  set  out,  and  through 
storm,  on  sea,  on  horseback  and  foot,he  made  the  trip. 

February  24,  1785,  Congress  appointed  Mr.  Adams 
envoy  to  the  Court  of  St.  James.  Here  he  met  face 
to  face  the  King  of  England,  who  had  so  long  re- 
garded him  as  a  traitor.  As  England  did  not 
condescend  to  appoint  a  minister  to  the  United 
States,  and  as  Mr.  Adams  felt  that  he  was  accom- 
plishing but  little,  he  sought  permission  to  return  to 
his  own  country,  where  he  arrived  in  June,  1788. 

When  Washington  was  first  chosen  President,  John 
Adams,  rendered  illustiious  by  his  signal  services  at 
home  and  abroad,  was  chosen  Vice  President.  Again 
at  the  second  election  of  Washington  as  President, 
Adams  was  chosen  Vice  President.  In  1796,  Wash- 
ington retired  from  public  life,  and  Mr.  Adams  was 
elected  President,though  not  without  much  opposition. 
Serving  in  this  office  four  years,he  was  succeeded  by 
Mr.  Jefferson,  his  opponent  in  politics. 

Whik   Mr.  Adams  was  Vice  President  the   great 


French  Revolution  shook  the  continent  of  Europe, 
and  it  was  upon  this  point  which  he  was  at  issue  with 
the  majority  of  his  countrymen  led  by  Mr.  Jefferson. 
Mr.  Adams  felt  no  sympathy  with  the  French  people 
in  their  struggle,  for  he  had  no  confidence  in  their 
power  of  self-government,  and  he  utterly  abhored  the 
class  of  atheist  philosophers  who  he  claimed  caused  it. 
On  the  other  hand  Jefferson's  sympathies  were  strongly 
enlisted  in  behalf  of  the  French  people.  Hence  or- 
iginated the  alienation  between  these  distinguished 
men,  and  two  powerful  parties  were  thus  soon  organ- 
ized, Adams  at  the  head  of  the  one  whose  sympathies 
were  with  England  and  Jefferson  led  the  other  in 
sympathy  with  France. 

The  world  has  seldom  seen  a  spectacle  of  more 
moral  beauty  and  grandeur,  than  was  presented  by  the 
old  age  of  Mr.  Adams.  The  violence  of  party  feeling 
had  died  away,  and  he  had  begun  to  receive  that  just 
appreciation  which,  to  most  men,  is  not  accorded  till 
after  death.  No  one  could  look  upon  his  venerable 
form,  and  think  of  what  he  had  done  and  suffered, 
and  how  he  had  given  up  all  the  prime  and  strength 
of  his  life  to  the  public  good,  without  the  deepest 
emotion  of  gratitude  and  respect.  It  was  his  peculiar 
good  fortune  to  witness  the  complete  success  of  the 
institution  which  he  had  been  so  active  in  creating  and 
supporting.  In  1824,  his  cup  of  happiness  was  filled 
to  the  brim,  by  seeing  his  son  elevated  to  the  highest 
station  in  the  gift  of  the  people. 

The  fourth  of  July,  1826,  which  completed  the  half 
century  since  the  signing  of  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence, arrived,  and  there  w^ere  but  three  of  the 
signers  of  that  immortal  instrument  left  upon  the 
earth  to  hail  its  morning  light.  And,  as  it  is 
well  known,  on  that  day  two  of  these  finished  their 
earthly  pilgrimage,  a  coincidence  so  remarkable  as 
to  seem  miraculous.  For  a  few  days  before  Mr. 
Adafns  had  been  rapidly  failing,  and  on  the  morning 
of  the  fourth  he  found  himself  too  weak  to  rise  from 
his  bed.  On  being  requested  to  name  a  toast  for  the 
customary  celebration  of  the  day,  he  exclaimed  "  In- 
dependence FOREVER."  When  the  day  was  ushered 
in,  by  the  ringing  of  bells  and  the  firing  of  cannons, 
he  was  asked  by  one  of  his  attendants  if  he  knew 
what  day  it  was?  He  replied,  "O  yes ;  it  is  the  glor- 
ious fourth  of  July — God  bless  it — God  bless  you  all." 
In  the  course  of  the  day  he  said,  "It  is  a  great  and 
glorious  day."  The  last  words  he  uttered  were, 
"Jefferson  survives."  But  he  had,  at  one  o'clock,  re- 
signed his  spiiit  into  the  hands  of  his  God. 

The  personal  appearance  and  manners  of  Mr. 
Adams  were  not  particularly  prepossessing.  His  face, 
as  his  portrait  manifests,was  intellectual  and  expres- 
sive, but  his  figure  was  low  and  ungraceful,  and  his 
manners  were  frequently  abrupt  and  uncourteous. 
He  had  neither  the  lofty  dignity  of  Washington,  nor 
the  engaging  elegance  and  gracefulness  which  marked 
the  manners  and  address  of  Jefferson, 
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HOMAS  JEFFERSON  was 

born  April  2,  17435  ^^  Shad- 
\vell,  Albermarle  county,  Va. 
His  parents  were  Peter  and 
Jane  (Randolph)  Jefferson, 
the  former  a  native  of  Wales, 
and  the  latter  born  in  Lon- 
don. To  them  were  born  six 
daughters  and  two  sons,  of 
whom  Thomas  was  the  elder. 
When  14  years  of  age  his 
father  died.  He  received  a 
most  liberal  education,  hav- 
ing been  kept  diligently  at  school 
from  the  time  he  was  five  years  of 
age.  In  1760  he  entered  WiUiam 
and  Mary  College.  Williamsburg  was  then  the  seat 
of  the  Colonial  Court,  and  it  was  the  obodeof  fashion 
and  splendor.  Young  Jefferson,  who  was  then  17 
years  old,  Uved  somewhat  expensively,  keeping  fine 
horses,  and  much  caressed  by  gay  society,  yet  he 
was  earnestly  devoted  to  his  studies,  and  irreproacha- 
able  in  his  morals.  It  is  strange,  however,  under 
such  influences,that  he  was  not  ruined.  In  the  sec- 
ond year  of  his  college  course,  moved  by  some  un- 
explained inward  impulse,  he  discarded  his  horses, 
society,  and  even  his  favorite  violin,  to  which  he  had 
previously  given  much  time.  He  often  devoted  fifteen 
hours  a  day  to  hard  study,  allowing  himself  for  ex- 
ercise only  a  run  in  the  evening  twilight  of  a  mile  out 
of  the  city  and  back  again.  He  thus  attained  very 
high  intellectual  culture,  alike  excellence  in  philoso- 
phy and  the  languages.  The  most  difficult  Latin  and 
Greek  authors  he  read  with  facility.  A  more  finished 
scholar  has  seldom  gone  forth  from  college  halls;  and 


there  was  not  to  be  found,  perhaps,  in  all  Virginia,  a 
more  pureminded,  upright,  gentlemanly  young  man. 

Immediately  upon  leaving  college  he  began  the 
study  of  law.  For  the  short  time  he  continued  in  the 
practice  of  his  profession  he  rose  rapidly  and  distin- 
guished himself  by  his  energy  and  accuteness  as  a 
lawyer.  But  the  times  called  for  greater  action. 
The  policy  of  England  had  awakened  the  spirit  of 
resistance  of  the  American  Colonies,  and  the  enlarged 
views  which  Jefferson  had  ever  entertained,  soon  led 
him  into  active  political  life.  In  1769  he  was  chosen 
a  member  of  the  Virginia  House  of  Burgesses.  In 
1772  he  married  Mrs.  Martha  Skelton,  a  very  beauti- 
ful, wealthy  and  highly  accomplished  young  widow. 

Upon  Mr.  Jefferson's  large  estate  at  Shadwell,  there 
was  a  majestic  swell  of  land,  called  Monticello,  which 
commanded  a  prospect  of  wonderful  extent  and 
beauty.  This  spot  Mr.  Jefferson  selected  for  his  new 
home;  and  here  he  reared  a  mansion  of  modest  yet 
elegant  architecture,  which,  next  to  Mount  Vernon, 
became  the  most  distinguished  resort  in  our  land. 

In  1775  he  was  sent  to  the  Colonial  Congress, 
where,  though  a  silent  member,  his  abilities  as  a 
writer  and  a  reasoner  soon  become  known,  and  he 
was  placed  upon  a  number  of  important  committees, 
and  was  chairman  of  the  one  appointed  for  the  draw- 
ing up  of  a  declaration  of  independence.  This  com- 
mittee consisted  of  Thoinas  Jefferson,  John  Adams, 
Benjamin  Franklin,  Roger  Sherman  and  Robert  R. 
Livingston.  Jefferson,  as  chairman,  was  appointed 
to  draw  up  the  paper.  Franklin  and  Adams  suggested 
a  few  verbal  changes  before  it  was  submitted  to  Con- 
gress. On  June  28,  a  few  sUght  changes  were  made 
in  it  by  Congress,  and  it  was  passed  and  signed  July 
4,  1776.     What  must  have  been  the  feelings  of  that 
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inan — what  the  emotions  that  swelled  his  breast — 
who  was  charged  with  the  preparation  of  that  Dec- 
laration, which,  while  it  made  known  the  wrongs  of 
America,  was  also  to  publish  her  to  the  world,  free, 
soverign  and  independent.  It  is  one  of  the  most  re- 
markable papers  ever  written  ;  and  did  no  other  effort 
of  the  mind  of  its  author  exist,  that  alone  would  be 
sufficient  to  stamp  his  name  with  immortality. 

In  1779  Mr.  Jefferson  was  elected  successor  to 
Patrick  Henry,  as  Governor  of  Virginia.  hX  one  time 
the  British  officer,  Tarleton,  sent  a  secret  expedition  to 
Monticello,  to  capture  the  Governor.  Scarcely  five 
minutes  elapsed  after  the  hurried  escape  of  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson and  his  family,  ere  his  mansion  was  in  posses- 
sion of  the  British  troops.  His  wife's  health,  never 
very  good,  was  much  injured  by  this  excitement,  and 
in  the  summer  of  1782  she  died. 

Mr.  Jefferson  was  elected  to  Congress  in  1783. 
Two  years  later  he  was  appointed  Minister  Plenipo- 
tentiary to  France.  Returning  to  the  United  States 
in  September,  1789,  he  became  Secretary  of  State 
in  Washington's  cabinet.  This  position  he  resigned 
Jan.  I,  1794.  In  1797,  he  was  chosen  Vice  Presi- 
dent, and  four  years  later  was  elected  President  over 
Mr.  Adams,  with  Aaron  Burr  as  Vice  President.  In 
1804  he  was  re-elected  with  wonderful  unanimity, 
and  George  Clinton,  Vice  President. 

The  early  part  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  second  adminstra- 
tion  was  disturbed  by  an  event  which  threatened  the 
tranquility  and  peace  of  the  Union ;  this  was  the  con- 
spiracy of  Aaron  Burr.  Defeated  in  the  late  election 
to  the  Vice  Presidency,  and  led  on  by  an  unprincipled 
ambition,  this  extraordinary  man  formed  the  plan  of  a 
military  expedition  into  the  Spanish  territories  on  our 
southwestern  frontier,  for  the  purpose  of  forming  there 
a  new  republic.  This  has  been  generally  supposed 
was  a  mere  pretext ;  and  although  it  has  not  been 
generally  known  what  his  real  plans  were,  there  is  no 
doubt  that  they  were  of  a  far  more  dangerous 
character. 

In  1809,  at  the  expiration  of  the  second  term  for 
which  Mr.  Jefferson  had  been  elected,  he  determined 
to  retire  from  political  life.  For  a  period  of  nearly 
forty  years,  he  had  been  continually  before  the  pub- 
lic, and  all  that  time  had  been  employed  in  offices  of 
the  greatest  trust  and  responsibility.  Having  thus  de- 
voted the  best  part  of  his  life  to  the  service  of  his 
country,  he  now  felt  desirouiS  of  that  rest  which  his 
declining  years  required,  and  u[X)n  the  organization  of 
the  new  administration,  in  March,  1809,  he  bid  fare- 
well forever  to  public  Hfe,  and  retired  to  Monticello. 

Mr.  Jefferson  was  profuse  in  his  hospitality.  Whole 
families  came  in  their  coaches  with  their  horses, — 
fathers  and  mothers,  boys  and  girls,  babies  and 
nurses, — and  remained  three  and  even  six  months. 
Life  at  Monticello,  for  years,  resembled  that  at  a 
fashionable  watering-place. 

The  fourth  of  July,  1826,  being  the  fiftieth  anniver- 


sary of  the  Declaration  of  American  Independence, 
great  preparations  were  made  in  every  part  of  the 
Union  for  its  celebration,  as  the  nation's  jubilee,  and 
the  citizens  of  Washington,  to  add  to  the  solemnity 
of  the  occasion,  invited  Mr.  Jefferson,  as  the  framer. 
and  one  of  the  few  surviving  signers  of  the  Declara- 
tion, to  participate  in  their  festivities.  But  an  ill- 
ness, which  had  been  of  several  weeks  duration,  and 
had  been  continually  increasing,  compelled  him  to 
decline  the  invitation. 

On  the  second  of  July,  the  disease  under  which 
he  was  laboring  left  him,  but  in  such  a  reduced 
state  that  his  medical  attendants,  entertained  no 
hope  of  his  recovery.  From  this  time  he  was  perfectly 
sensible  that  his  last  hour  was  at  hand.  On  the  next 
day,  which  was  Monday,  he  asked  of  those  around 
him,  the  day  of  the  month,  and  on  being  told  it  was 
the  third  of  July,  he  expresied  the  earnest  wish  that 
he  might  be  permitted  to  breathe  the  air  of  the  fiftieth 
anniversary.  His  prayer  w.as  heard — that  day,  whose 
dawn  was  hailed  with  such  rapture  through  our  land, 
burst  upon  his  eyes,  and  then  they  were  closed  for- 
ever. And  what  a  noble  consummation  of  a  noble 
life !  To  die  on  that  day, — the  birthday  of  a  nation,-  - 
the  day  which  his  own  name  and  his  own  act  had 
rendered  glorious;  to  die  amidst  the  rejoicings  and 
festivities  of  a  whole  nation,  who  looked  up  to  him, 
as  the  author,  under  God,  of  their  greatest  blessings, 
was  all  that  was  wanting  to  fill  up  the  record  his  life. 
Almost  at  the  same  hour  of  his  death,  the  kin- 
dred spirit  of  the  venerable  Adams,  as  if  to  bear 
him  company,  left  the  scej^ie  of  his  earthly  honors. 
Hand  in  hand  they  had  stood  forth,  the  champions  of 
freedom ;  hand  in  hand,  during  the  dark  and  desper- 
ate struggle  of  the  Revolution,  they  had  cheered  and 
animated  their  desponding  countrymen;  for  half  a 
century  they  had  labored  together  for  the  good  of 
the  country;  and  now  hand  in  hand  they  depart. 
In  their  lives  they  had  been  united  in  the  same  great 
cause  of  liberty,  and  in  their  deaths  they  were  not 
divided. 

In  person  Mr.  Jefferson  was  tall  and  thin,  rather 
above  six  feet  in  height,  but  well  formed;  his  eyes 
were  light,  his  hair  originally  red,  in  after  life  became 
white  and  silvery;  his  complexion  was  fair,  his  fore- 
head broad,  and  his  whole  countenance  intelligent  and 
thoughtful.  He  possessed  great  fortitude  of  mind  as 
well  as  personal  courage;  and  his  command  of  tem- 
per was  such  that  his  oldest  and  most  intimate  friends 
never  recollected  to  have  seen  him  in  a  passion. 
His  manners,  though  dignified,  were  simple  and  un- 
affected, and  his  hospitality  was  so  unbounded  that 
all  found  at  his  house  a  ready  welcome.  In  conver- 
sation he  was  fluent,  eloquent  and  enthusiastic  ;  and 
his  language  was  remarkably  pure  and  correct.  He 
was  a  finished  classical  scholar,  and  in  his  writings  is 
discernable  the  care  with  which  he  formed  his  style 
upon  the  best  models  of  antiquity. 
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AMES    MADISON,    "Father 
of  the  Constitution,"  and  fourth 
I^President  of  the  United  States, 
was  born  March  i6,  1757,  and 
died  at  his   home  in  Virginia, 
June  28,   1836.     The  name  of 
James  Madison  is  inseparably  con- 
nected with  most  of  the  important 
events  in  that  heroic  period  of  our 
\    country  during  which  the  founda- 
tions of  this  great    republic  were 
laid.  He  was  the  last  of  the  founders 
of  the    Constitution    of  the    United 
States  to   be   called    to    his    eternal 
reward. 

The  Madison  family  were  among 
the  early  emigrants  to  the  New  World, 
anding  upon  the  shores  of  the  Chesa- 
peake but  15  years  after  the  settle- 
ment of  Jamestown.  The  father  of 
James  Madison  was  an  opulent 
planter,  residing  upon  a  very  fine  es- 
tate called  ''Montpelier,"  Orange  Co., 
Va.  The  mansion  was  situated  in 
the  midst  of  scenery  highly  pictur- 
esque and  romantic,  on  the  west  side 
of  South-west  Mountain,  at  the  foot  of 
Blue  Ridge.  It  was  but  25  miles  from  the  home  of 
Jefferson  at  Monticello.  The  closest  personal  and 
political  attachment  existed  between  these  illustrious 
men,  from  their  early  youth  until  death. 

The  early  education  of  Mr.  Madison  was  conducted 
mostly  at  home  under  a  private  tutor.  At  the  age  of 
r8  he  was  sent  to  Princeton  College,  in  New  Jersey. 
Here  he  applied  himself  to  study  with  the  most  im- 


prudent zeal ;  allowing  himself,  for  months,  but  three 
hours'  sleep  out  of  the  24.  His  health  thus  became  so 
seriously  impaired  that  he  never  recovered  any  vigor 
of  constitution.  He  graduated  in  177 1,  with  a  feeble 
body,  with  a  character  of  utmost  purity,  and  with  a 
mind  highly  disciplined  and  richly  stored  with  learning 
which  embellished  and  gave  proficiency  to  his  subsf ' 
quent  career. 

Returning  to  Virginia,  he  commenced  the  study  of 
law  and  a  course  of  extensive  and  systematic  reading. 
This  educational  course,  the  spirit  of  the  times  in 
which  he  lived,  and  the  society  with  which  he  asso- 
ciated, all  combined  to  inspire  him  with  a  strong 
love  of  liberty,  and  to  train  him  for  his  life-work  of 
a  statesman.  Being  naturally  of  a  religious  turn  of 
mind,  and  his  frail  health  leading  him  to  think  that 
his  life  was  not  to  be  long,  he  directed  especial  atten- 
tion to  theological  studies.  Endowed  with  a  mind 
singularly  free  from  passion  and  prejudice,  and  with 
almost  unequalled  powers  of  reasoning,  he  weighed 
all  the  arguments  for  and  against  revealed  religion, 
until  his  f^iith  became  so  established  as  never  to 
be  shaken. 

In  the  spring  of  1776,  when  26  years  of  age,  he 
was  elected  a  member  of  the  Virginia  Convention,  to 
frame  the  constitution  of  the  State.  The  next  year 
(1777),  he  was  a  candidate  for  the  General  Assembly. 
He  refused  to  treat  the  whisky-loving  voters,  and 
consequently  lost  his  election ;  but  those  who  had 
witnessed  the  talent,  energy  and  public  spirit  of  the 
modest  young  man,  enlisted  themselves  in  his  behalf, 
and  he  was  appointed  to  the    Executive  Council. 

Both  Patrick  Henry  and  Thomas  Jefferson  were 
Governors  of  Virginia  while  Mr.  Madison  remained 
member  of  the  Council ;    and  their  appreciation  of  his 
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intellectual,  social  and  moral  worth,  contributed  not 
a  little  to  his  subsequent  eminence.  In  the  year 
1780,  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Continental 
Congress.  Here  he  met  the  most  illustrious  men  in 
our  land,  and  he  was  immediately  assigned  to  one  of 
the  most  conspicuous  positions  among  them. 

For  three  years  Mr.  Madison  continued  in  Con- 
gress, one  of  its  most  active  and  influential  members. 
In  the  year  1784,  his  term  having  expired,  he  was 
elected  a  member  of  the  Virginia  Legislature. 

No  man  felt  more  deeply  than  Mr.  Madison  the 
utter  inefficiency  of  the  old  confederacy,  with  no  na- 
tional government,  with  no  power  to  form  treaties 
which  would  be  binding,  or  to  enforce  law.  There 
was  not  any  State  more  prominent  than  Virginia  in 
the  declaration,  that  an  efficient  national  government 
must  be  formed.  In  January,  1786,  Mr.  Madison 
carried  a  resolution  through  the  General  Assembly  of 
Virginia,  inviting  the  other  States  to  appoint  commis- 
sioners to  meet  in  convention  at  AnnapoHs  to  discuss 
this  subject.  Five  States  only  were  represented.  The 
convention,  however,  issued  another  call,  drawn  up 
by  Mr.  Madison,  urging  all  the  States  to  send  their 
delegates  to  Philadelphia,  in  May,  1787,  to  draft 
a  Constitution  for  the  United  States,  to  take  the  place 
of  that  Confederate  League.  The  delegates  met  at 
the  time  appointed.  Every  State  but  Rhode  Island 
was  represented.  George  Washington  was  chosen 
president  of  the  convention ;  and  the  present  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States  was  then  and  there  formed. 
There  was,  perhaps,  no  mind  and  no  pen  more  ac- 
tive in  framing  this  immortal  document  than  the  mind 
and  the  pen  of  James  Madison. 

The  Constitution,  adopted  by  a  vote  81  to  79,  was 
to  be  presented  to  the  several  States  for  acceptance. 
But  grave  solicitude  was  felt.  Should  it  be  rejected 
we  should  be  left  but  a  conglomeration  of  independent 
States,  with  but  little  power  at  home  and  little  respect 
abroad.  Mr.  Madison  was  selected  by  the  conven- 
tion to  draw  up  an  address  to  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  expounding  the  principles  of  the  Constitution, 
and  urging  its  adoption.  There  was  great  opposition 
to  it  at  first,  but  it  at  length  triumphed  over  all,  and 
went  into  effect  in  1789. 

Mr.  Madison  was  elected  to  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives in  the  first  Congress,  and  soon  became  the 
avowed  leader  of  the  Republican  party.  While  in 
New  York  attending  Congress,  he  met  Mrs.  Todd,  a 
young  widow  of  remarkable  power  of  fascination, 
whom  he  married.  She  was  in  person  and  character 
queenly,  and  probably  no  lady  has  thus  far  occupied 
so  prominent  a  position  in  the  very  peculiar  society 
which  has  constituted  our  republican  court  as  Mrs. 
Madison. 

Mr.  Madison  served  as  Secretary  of  State  under 
Jefferson,  and  at  the  close  of  his  administration 
was  chosen  President.  At  this  time  the  encroach- 
ments of  England  had  brought  us  to  the  verge  of  war. 
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British  orders  in  council  destioyed  our  commerce,  and 
our  flag  was  exposed  to  constant  insult.  Mr.  Madison 
was  a  man  of  peace.  Scholarly  in  his  taste,  retirnig 
in  his  disposition,  war  had  no  charms  for  him.  But  the 
meekest  spirit  can  be  roused.  It  makes  one's  blood 
boil,  even  now,  to  think  of  an  American  ship  brought 
to,  upon  the  ocean,  by  the  guns  of  an  English  cruiser. 
A  young  lieutenant  steps  on  board  and  orders  the 
crew  to  be  paraded  before  him.  With  great  nonchal- 
ance he  selects  any  number  whom  he  may  please  to 
designate  as  British  subjects ;  orders  them  down  the 
ship's  side  into  his  boat ;  and  places  them  on  the  gun- 
deck  of  his  man-of-war,  to  fight,  by  compulsion,  the 
battles  of  England.  This  right  of  search  and  im- 
pressment, no  efforts  of  our  Government  could  induce 
the  British  cabinet  to  relinquish. 

^  On  the  1 8th  of  June,  181 2,  President  Madison  gave 
his  approval  to  an  act  of  Congress  declaring  war 
against  Great  Britain.  Notwithstanding  the  bitter 
hostility  of  the  Federal  party  to  the  war,  the  country 
in  general  approved;  and  Mr.  Madison,  on  the  4th 
of  March,  18 13,  was  re-elected  by  a  large  majority, 
and  entered  upon  his  second  term  of  office.  This  is 
not  the  place  to  describe  the  various  adventures  of 
this  war  on  the  land  and  on  the  water.  Our  infant 
navy  then  laid  the  foundations  of  its  renown  in  grap- 
pHng  with  the  most  formidable  power  which  ever 
swept  the  seas.  The  contest  commenced  in  earnest 
by  the  appearance  of  a  British  fleet,  early  in  Februaiy, 
18 13,  in  Chesapeake  Bay,  declaring  nearly  the  whole 
coast  of  the  United  States  under  blockade. 

The  Emperor  of  Russia  offered  his  services  as  me 
ditator.  America  accepted ;  England  refused.  A  Brit- 
ish force  of  five  thousand  men  landed  on  the  banks 
of  the  Patuxet  River,  near  its  entrance  into  Chesa- 
peake Bay,  and  marched  rapidly,  by  way  of  Bladen s- 
burg,  upon  Washington. 

The  straggling  litde  city  of  Washington  was  thrown 
into  consternation.  The  cannon  of  the  brief  conflict 
at  Bladensburg  echoed  through  the  streets  of  the 
metropolis.  The  whole  population  fled  from  the  city. 
The  President,  leaving  Mrs.  Madison  in  the  White 
House,  with  her  carriage  drawn  up  at  the  door  to 
await  his  speedy  return,  hurried  to  meet  the  officers 
in  a  council  of  war.  Fie  met  our  troops  utterly  routed, 
and  he  could  not  go  back  without  danger  of  being 
captured.  But  few  hours  elapsed  ere  the  Presidential 
Mansion,  the  Capitol,  and  all  the  puWic  buildings  in 
Washington  were  in  flames. 

The  war  closed  after  two  years  of  fighting,  and  on 
Feb.  13,  18 15,  the  treaty  of  peace  was  signed  at  Ghent. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  18T7,  his  second  term  of 
office  expired,  and  he  resigned  the  Presidential  chair 
to  his  friend,  James  Monroe.  He  rerired  to  his  l^eau- 
tifiil  home  at  Montpelier,  and  there  passed  the  re- 
mainder of  his  days.  On  June  28,  r836,  then  at  the 
age  of  85  years,  he  fell  asleep  in  death.  Mrs.  Madi- 
son died  July  12,  1849. 
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AMES  MONROE,  the  fifth 
Presidentof  The  United  States, 
was  born  in  Westmoreland  Co., 
Va.,  April  28,  1758.  His  early 
life  was  passed  at  the  place  of 
nativity.  His  ancestors  had  for 
many  years  resided  in  the  prov- 
ince in  which  he  was  born.  When, 
at  17  years  of  age,  in  the  process 
of  completing  his  education  at 
William  and  Mary  College,  the  Co- 
lonial Congress  assembled  at  Phila- 
delphia to  dehberate  upon  the  un- 
just and  manifold  oppressions  of 
Great  Britian,  declared  the  separa- 
tion of  the  Colonies,  and  promul- 
gated the  Declaration  of  Indepen- 
dence. Had  he  been  born  ten  years  before  it  is  highly 
probable  that  he  would  have  been  one  of  the  signers 
of  that  celebrated  instrument.  At  this  thue  he  left 
school  and  enlisted  among  the  patriots. 

He  joined  the  army  when  everything  looked  hope- 
less and  gloomy.  The  number  of  deserters  increased 
from  day  to  day.  The  invading  armies  came  pourmg 
in ;  and  the  tories  not  only  favored  the  cause  of  the 
mother  country,  but  disheartened  the  new  recruits, 
who  were  sufficiently  terrified  at  the  prospect  of  con- 
tending with  an  enemy  whom  they  had  been  taught 
to  deem  invincible.  To  such  brave  spirits  as  James 
Monroe,  who  went  right  onward,  undismayed  through 
difficulty  and  danger,  the  United  States  owe  their 
political  emancipation.  The  young  cadet  joined  the 
ranks,  and  espoused  the  cause  of  his  injured  country, 
with  a  firm  determination  to  live  or  die  with  her  strife 


for  liberty.  Firmly  yet  sadly  he  shared  in  the  mel- 
ancholy retreat  from  Harleam  Heights  and  White 
Plains,  and  accompanied  the  dispirited  army  as  it  fled 
before  its  foes  through  New  Jersey.  In  four  months 
after  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  the  patriots 
had  been  beaten  in  seven  battles.  At  the  battle  of 
Trenton  he  led  the  vanguard,  and,  in  the  act  of  charg- 
ing upon  the  enemy  he  received  a  wound  in  the  left 
shoulder. 

As  a  reward  for  his  bravery,  Mr.  Monroe  v/as  pro- 
moted a  captain  of  infantry;  and,  having  recovered 
from  his  wound,  he  rejoined  the  army.  He,  however, 
receded  from  the  line  of  promotion,  by  becoming  an 
officer  in  the  staff  of  Lord  Steding.  During  the  cam- 
paigns of  1777  and  1778,  in  the  actions  of  Brandy 
wine,  Germantown  and  Monmouth,  he  continued 
aid-de-camp;  but  becoming  desirous  to  regain  his 
position  in  the  army,  he  exerted  himself  to  collect  a 
regiment  for  the  Virginia  line.  This  scheme  failed 
owing  to  the  exhausted  condition  of  the  State.  Upon 
this  failure  he  entered  the  office  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  at 
that  period  Governor,  and  pursued,  with  considerable 
ardor,  the  study  of  common  law.  He  did  not,  however, 
entirely  lay  aside  the  knapsack  for  the  green  bag; 
but  on  the  invasions  of  the  enemy,  served  as  a  volun- 
teer, during  the  two  years  of  his  legal  pursuits. 

In  1782,  he  was  elected  from  King  George  county, 
a  member  of  the  Leglislature  of  Virginia,  and  by  that 
body  he  was  elevated  to  a  seat  in  the  Executive 
Council.  He  was  thus  honored  with  the  confidence 
of  his  fellow  citizens  at  23  years  of  age  ;  and  having 
at  this  early  period  displayed  some  of  that  ability 
and  aptitude  for  legislation,  which  were  afterwards 
employed  with  unremitting  energy  for  the  public  good, 
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he  was  in  the  succeeding  year  chosen    a  member  of 
ihe  Congress  of  the  United  States. 

Deeply  as  Mr.  Monroe  felt  the  imperfections  of  the  old 
/Confederacy,  he  was  opposed  to  the  new  Constitution, 
ihinking,  with  many  others  of  the  Republican  party, 
that  it  gave  too  much  power  to  the  Central  Government, 
and  not  enough  to  the  individual  States.  Still  he  re- 
tained the  esteem  of  his  friends  who  were  its  warm 
supporters,  and  who,  notwithstanding  his  opposition 
secured  its  adoption.  In  1789,  he  became  a  member 
of  the  United  States  Senate;  which  office  he  held  for 
four  years.  Every  month  the  line  of  distinction  be- 
tween the  two  great  parties  which  divided  the  nation, 
the  Federal  and  the  Republican,  was  growing  more 
distinct.  The  two  prominent  ideas  which  now  sep- 
arated them  were,  that  the  Republican  party  was  in 
sympathy  with  France,  and  also  in  favor  of  such  a 
strict  construction  of  tlie  Constitution  as  to  give  the 
Central  Government  as  little  power,  and  the  State 
Governments  as  much  power,  as  the  Constitution  would 
warrant.  The  Federalists  sympathized  with  England, 
and  were  in  favor  of  a  liberal  construction  of  the  Con- 
stitution, which  would  give  as  much  power  to  the 
Central  Government  as  that  document  could  possibly 
authorize. 

The  leading  Federalists  and  Republicans  were 
alike  noble  men,  consecrating  all  their  energies  to  the 
good  of  the  nation.  Two  more  honest  men  or  more 
pure  patriots  than  John  Adams  the  Federalist,  and 
James  Monroe  the  Republican,  never  breathed.  In 
building  up  this  majestic  nation,  which  is  destined 
to  eclipse  all  Grecian  and  Assyrian  greatness,  the  com- 
bination of  their  antagonism  was  needed  to  create  the 
light  equilibrium.  And  yet  each  in  his  day  was  de- 
nounced as  almost  a  demon. 

Washington  was  then  President.  England  had  es- 
poused the  cause  of  the  Bourbons  against  the.  princi- 
ples of  the  French  Revolution.  All  Europe  was  drawn 
into  the  conflict.  We  were  feeble  and  far  away. 
Washington  issued  a  proclamation  of  neutrality  be- 
tween these  contending  powers.  France  had  helped 
us  in  the  struggle  for  our  liberties.  All  the  despotisms 
of  Europe  were  now  coml)ined  to  prevent  the  French 
from  escaping  from  a  tyranny  a  thousand-fold  worse 
than  that  which  we  had  endured  Col.  Monroe,  more 
magnanimous  than  prudent,  was  anxious  that,  at 
whatever  hazard,  we  should  help  our  old  allies  in 
their  extremity.  It  was  the  impulse  of  a  generous 
and  noble  nature.  He  violently  opposed  the  Pres- 
ident's proclamation  as  ungrateful  and  wanting  in 
magnanimity. 

Washington,  who  could  appreciate  such  a  character, 
developed  his  calm,  serene,  almost  divine  greatness, 
by  appointing  that  very  James  Monroe,  who  was  de- 
nouncing the  policy  of  the  Government,  as  the  minister 
of  that  Government  to  the  Republic  of  France.  Mr. 
Monroe  was  welcomed  by  the  National  Convention 
in  France  with  the  most  enthusiastic  demonstrations. 


Shortly  after  his  return  to  this  country,  Mr.  Mon- 
roe was  elected  Governor  of  Virginia,  and  held  the 
office  for  three  yeais.  He  was  again  sent  to  Prance  to 
co-operate  with  Chancellor  Livingston  in  obtaining 
the  vast  territory  then  known  as  the  Province  of 
Louisiana,  which  France  had  but  shortly  before  ob- 
tained from  Spain.  Tneir  united  efforts  were  suc- 
cessful. For  the  comparatively  small  sum  of  fifteen 
millions  of  dollars,  the  entire  territory  of  Orleans  and 
district  of  Louisiana  were  added  to  the  United  States. 
This  was  probably  the  largest  ti-ansferof  real  estate 
which  was  ever  made  in  all  the  history  of  the  world. 
From  France  Mr.  Monroe  went  to  England  to  ob- 
tain from  that  country  some  recognition  of  our 
rights  as  neutrals,  and  to  remonstrate  against  those 
odious  impressments  of  our  seamen.  But  Eng- 
land was  unrelenting.  He  again  returned  to  Eng- 
land on  the  same  mission,  but  could  receive  no 
redress.  He  returned  to  his  home  and  was  again 
chosen  Governor  of  Virginia.  This  he  soon  resigned 
to  accept  the  position  of  Secretary  of  State  under 
Madison.  While  in  this  office  war  with  England  was 
declared,  the  Secretary  of  War  resigned,  and  during 
these  trying  times,  the  duties  of  the  War  Department 
were  also  put  upon  him.  He  was  truly  the  armor- 
bearer  of  President  Madison,  and  the  most  efficient 
business  man  in  his  cabinet.  Upon  the  return  ol 
peace  he  resigned  the  Department  of  War,  but  con- 
tinued in  the  office  of  Secretary  of  State  until  the  ex- 
piration of  Mr.  Madison's  adminstration.  At  the  elec- 
tion held  the  previous  autumn  Mr.  Monroe  himself  had 
been  chosen  President  with  but  little  opposition,  and 
upon  March  4,  1817,  was  inaugurated.  Four  years 
later  he  was  elected  for  a  second  term. 

Among  the  important  measures  of  his  Presidency 
were  the  cession  of  Florida  to  the  United  States;  the 
Missouri  Compromise,  and  the  "  Monroe  doctrine.'' 
This  famous  doctrine,  since  known  as  the  "  Monroe 
doctrine,"  was  enunciated  by  him  in  1823.  At  that 
time  the  United  States  had  recognized  the  independ- 
ence of  the  South  American  states,  and  did  not  wish 
to  have  European  powers  longer  attempting  to  sub- 
due portions  of  the  American  Continent.  The  doctrine 
is  as  follows:  "That  we  should  consider  any  attempt 
on  the  part  of  European  powers  to  extend  their  sys- 
tem to  any  portion  of  this  hemisphere  as  dangerous 
to  our  peace  and  safety,"  and  "that  we  could  not 
view  any  interposition  for  the  purpose  of  oppressing 
or  controlling  American  governments  or  provinces  in 
any  other  light  than  as  a  manifestation  by  European 
powers  of  an  unfriendly  disposition  toward  the  United 
States."  This  doctrine  immediately  affected  the  course 
of  foreign  governments,  and  has  become  the  approved 
sentiment  of  the  United  States. 

At  the  end  of  his  second  term  Mr.  Monroe  retired 
to  his  home  in  Virginia,  where  he  lived  until  1830, 
when  he  went  to  New  York  to  live  with  his  son-in- 
law.  In  that  city  he  died,on  the  4th  of  July,  1831. 
^^ 
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OHN  QUINCY  ADAMS,  the 
sixth  President  of  the  United 
States,  was  born  in  the  rural 
home  of  his    honored    father. 
John  Adams,  ni  Qaincy,  Mass., 
on  the  nth  cf  July,  1767.   His 
mother,  a  woman  of  exaUed 
worth,  watched  over  his  childhood 
during   the   almost    constant    ab- 
sence of  his  father.      When    but 
eight  years  of  age,  he   stood  with 
his  mother  on  an  eminence,  listen- 
ing to  the  booming  of  the  great  bat- 
de  on  Bunker  s  Hill,  and  gazing  on 
upon  the  smoke  and  flames  billow- 
ing up  from    the    conflagration   of 
Charlestown. 

When  but  eleven  years  old  he 
took  a  tearful  adieu  of  his  mother, 
to  sail  with  his  father  for  Europe, 
through  a  fleet  of  hostile  British  cruisers.  The  bright, 
animated  boy  spent  a  year  and  a  half  in  Pan's,  where 
liis  father  was  associated  with  Franklin  and  Lee  as 
minister  plenipotentiary.  His  intelligence  attracted 
the  notice  of  these  distinguished  men,  and  he  received 
from  them  flattering  marks  of  attention. 

Mr.  John  Adams  had  scarcely  returned  to  this 
country,  in  1779,  ere  he  was  again  sent  abroad.  Again 
John  Quincy  accompanied  his  father.  At  Paris  he 
applied  himself  with  great  diligence,  for  six  months, 
to  study;  then  accom pained  his  father  to  Holland, 
where  he  entered,  first  a  school  in  Amsterdam,  then 
the  University  at  Leyden.  About  a  year  from  this 
time,  in  1781,  when  the  manly  boy  was  but  fourteen 
years  of  age,  he  was  selected  by  Mr.  Dana,  our  min- 
ister to  the  Russian  court,  as  his  private  secretary. 

In  this  school  of  incessant  labor  and  of  enobling 
culture  he  spent  fourteen  months,  and  then  returned 
to  Holland  through  Sweden,  Denmark,  Hamburg  and 
Bremen.  This  long  journey  he  took  alone,  in  the 
winter,  when  in  his  sixteenth  year.  Acain  he  resumed 
his  studies,  under  a  private  tutor,  at  Hague.   Thence, 


in  the  spring  of  1782,  he  accompanied  his  father  to 
Paris,  travehng  leisurely,  and  forming  acquaintance 
with  the  most  distinguished  men  on  the  Continent; 
examining  arcnitectural  remains,  galleries  of  paintings, 
and  all  renowned  works  of  art.  At  Paris  he  agaui 
became  associated  with  the  most  illustrious  men  of 
all  lands  in  the  coutemplations  of  the  loftiest  temporal 
themes  which  can  engross  the  human  mind.  After 
a  short  visit  to  England  he  returned  to  Paris,  and 
consecrated  all  his  energies  to  study  until  May,  1785, 
when  he  returned  to  America.  To  a  brilliant  young 
man  of  eighteen,  who  had  seen  much  of  the  world, 
and  who  was  familiar  with  the  etiquette  of  courts,  a 
residence  with  his  father  in  London,  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, must  have  been  extremely  attractive; 
but  with  judgment  very  rare  in  one  of  his  age,  he  pre- 
ferred to  return  to  America  to  complete  his  education 
in  an  American  college.  He  wished  then  to  study 
law,  that  with  an  honorable  profession,  he  might  be 
able  to  obtain  an  independent  support. 

Upon  leaving  Harvard  College,  at  the  age  of  twenty, 
he  studied  law  for  three  years.  In  June,  1794,  be- 
ing then  but  twenty-seven  years  of  age,  he  was  ap- 
pointed by  Washington,  resident  minister  at  the 
Netherlands.  Sailinglfrom  Boston  in  July,  he  reached 
London  in  October,  where  he  was  immediately  admit- 
ted to  the  deliberations  of  Messrs.  Jay  and  Pinckney, 
assisting  them  in  negotiating  a  commercial  treaty  with 
Gieat  Britian.  After  thus  spending  a  fortnight  in 
London,  he  proceeded  to  the  Hague. 

In  July,  1797,  he  left  the  Hague  to  go  to  Portugal  as 
minister  plenipotentiary.  On  his  way  to  Portugal, 
upon  arriving  in  London,  he  met  with  despatches 
directing  him  to  the  court  of  Berlin,  but  requesting 
him  to  remain  in  London  until  he  should  receive  his 
instructions.  While  waiting  he  was  married  to  an 
American  lady  to  whom  he  had  been  previously  en- 
gaged,— Miss  Louisa  Catherine  Johnson,  daughter 
of  Mr.  Joshua  Johnson,  American  consul  in  London; 
a  lady  endownd  with  that  beauty  and  those  accom- 
plishment which  eminently  fitted  her  to  move  in  the 
elevated  sphere  for  which  she  was  destined. 


•1^1^ 


*7^ 


/OITAr  QUINCY  ABAMS. 


*t 


He  reached  Berlin  with  his  wife  in  November,  1797; 
where  he  remained  until  July,  1799,  when,  having  ful- 
filled all  the  purjx)ses  of  his  mission,  he  soUcited  his 
recall. 

Soon  after  his  return,  in  1802,  he  was  chosen  to 
the  Senate  of  Massachusetts,  from  Boston,  and  then 
was  elected  Senator  of  the  United  States  for  six  years, 
from  the  4th  of  March,  1804.  His  reputation,  his 
ability  and  his  experience,  placed  him  immediately 
among  the  most  prominent  and  influential  members 
of  that  body.  Especially  did  he  sustain  the  Govern- 
ment in  its  measures  of  resistance  to  the  encroach- 
ments of  England,  destroying  our  commerce  and  in- 
sulting our  flag.  There  was  no  man  in  America  more 
familiar  with  the  arrogance  of  the  British  court  upon 
these  points,  and  no  one  more  resolved  to  present 
a  firm  resistance. 

In  1809,  Madison  succeeded  Jefferson  in  the  Pres- 
idential chair,  and  he  immediately  nominated  John 
Quincy  Adams  minister  to  St.  Petersburg.  Resign- 
ing his  professorship  in  Harvard  College,  he  embarked 
at  Boston,  in  August,  1809. 

While  in  Russia,  Mr.  Adams  was  an  intense  stu- 
dent. He  devoted  his  attention  to  the  language  and 
history  of  Russia;  to  the  Chinese  trade;  to  the 
European  system  of  weights,  measures,  and  coins  ;  to 
the  climate  and  astronomical  observations  ;  while  he 
kept  up  a  familiar  acquaintance  with  the  Greek  and 
Latin  classics.  In  all  the  universities  of  Europe,  a 
more  accomplished  scholar  could  scarcely  be  found. 
All  through  life  the  Bible  constituted  an  important 
part  of  his  studies.  It  was  his  rule  to  read  five 
chapters  every  day. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1817,  Mr.  Monroe  took  the 
Presidential  chair,  and  immediately  appointed  Mr. 
Adams  Secretary  of  State.  Taking  leave  of  his  num- 
erous friends  in  public  and  private  life  in  Europe,  he 
sailed  in  June,  18 19,  for  the  United  States.  On  the 
i8th  of  August,  he  again  crossed  the  threshold  of  his 
home  in  Quincy.  During  the  eight  years  of  Mr.  Mon- 
roe's administration,  Mr  Adams  continued  Secretary 
of  State. 

Some  time  before  the  close  of  Mr.  Monroe's  second 
term  of  office,  new  candidates  began  to  be  presented 
for  the  Presidency.  The  friends  of  Mr.  Adams  brought 
forward  his  name.  It  was  an  exciting  campaign. 
Party  spirit  was  never  more  bitter.  Two  hundred  and 
sixty  electoral  votes  were  cast.  Andrew  Jackson  re- 
ceived ninety  nine;  John  Quincy  Adams,  eighty-four; 
William  H.  Crawford,  forty -one;  Henry  Clay,  thirty- 
seven.  As  there  was  no  choice  by  the  people,  the 
question  went  to  the  House  of  Representatives.  Mr. 
Clay  gave  the  vote  of  Kentucky  to  Mr.  Adams,  and 
he  was  elected. 

The  friends  of  all  the  disappointed  candidates  now 
combined  in  a  venomous  and  persistent  assault  upon 
Mr.  Adams.  There  is  nothing  more  disgraceful  in 
the  past  history  of  our  country  than  the  abuse  which 
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was  poured  in  one  uninterrupted  stream,  upon  this 
high-minded,  upright,  patriotic  man.  There  never  was 
an  administration  more  pure  in  principles,  more  con- 
scientiously devoted  to  the  best  interests  of  the  coun- 
try, than  that  of  John  Quincy  Adams;  and  never,  per- 
haps, was  there  an  administration  more  unscrupu- 
lously and  outrageously  assailed. 

Mr.  Adams  was,  to  a  very  remarkable  degree,  ab- 
stemious and  temperate  in  his  habits;  always  rising 
early,  and  taking  much  exercise.  When  at  his  home  in 
Quincy,  he  has  been  known  to  walk,  before  breakfast, 
seven  miles  to  Boston.  In  Washington,  it  was  said 
that  he  was  the  first  man  up  in  the  city,  lighting  his 
own  fire  and  applying  himself  to  work  in  his  library 
often  long  before  dawn. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1829,  Mr.  Adams  retired 
from  the  Presidency,  and  was  succeeded  by  Andrew 
Jackson.  John  C.  Calhoun  was  elected  Vice  Presi- 
dent. The  slavery  question  now  began  to  assume 
portentous  magnitude.  Mr.  Adams  returned  to 
Quincy  and  to  his  studies,  which  he  pursued  with  un- 
abated zeal.  But  he  was  not  long  permitted  to  re- 
main in  retirement.  In  November,  1830,  he  was 
elected  representative  to  Congress.  For  seventeen 
years,  until  his  death,  he  occupied  the  post  as  repre- 
sentative, towering  above  all  his  peers,  ever  ready  to 
do  brave  battle' for  freedom,  and  winning  the  title  of 
"the  old  man  eloquent."  Upon  taking  his  seat  in 
the  House,  he  announced  that  he  should  hold  him- 
self bound  to  no  party.  Probably  there  never  was  a 
member  more  devoted  to  his  duties.  He  was  usually 
the  first  in  his  place  in  the  morning,  and  the  last  to 
leave  his  seat  in  the  evening.  Not  a  measure  could 
be  brought  forward  and  escape  his  scrutiny.  Ihe 
battle  which  Mr.  Adams  fought,  almost  singly,  against 
the  proslavery  party  in  the  Government,  was  sublime 
in  Its  moral  daring  and  heroism.  For  persisting  in 
presenting  petitions  for  the  abolition  of  slavery,  he 
was  threatened  with  indictment  by  the  grand  jury, 
with  expulsion  from  the  House,  with  assassination  ; 
but  no  threats  could  intimidate  him,  and  his  final 
triumph  was  complete. 

It  has  been  said  of  President  Adams,  that  when  his 
body  was  bent  and  his  hair  silvered  by  the  lapse  of 
fourscore  years,  yielding  to  the  simple  faith  of  a  little 
child,  he  was  accustomed  to  repeat  every  night,  before 
he  slept,  the  pra}er  which  his  mother  taught  him  in 
his  infant  years. 

On  the  2ist  of  February,  1848,  he  rose  on  the  floor 
of  Congress,  with  a  paper  in  his  hand,  to  address  the 
speaker.  Suddenly  he  fell,  again  stricken  by  paraly- 
sis, and  was  caught  in  the  arms  of  those  around  him. 
For  a  time  he  was  senseless,  as  he  was  conveyed  to 
the  sofa  in  the  rotunda.  With  reviving  conscious- 
ness, he  opened  his  eyes,  looked  calmly  around  and 
said  "  This  is  the  end  of  eai^fh  /'ih^n  after  a  moment's 
pause  he  added,  '^ I  am  content.^'  These  were  the 
last  words  of  the  grand  "  Old  Man  Eloquent." 
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NDREW     JACKSON,     the 

seventh  President  of  the 
y  United  States,  was  born  in 
Waxhaw  settlement,  N.  C, 
March  15,  1767,  a  few  days 
after  his  father's  death.  His 
parents  were  poor  emigrants 
from  Ireland,  and  took  up 
their  abode  in  Waxhaw  set- 
tlement, where  they  lived  in 
deepest  poverty. 
Andrew,  or  Andy,  as  he  was 
universally  called,  grew  up  a  very 
rough,  rude,  turbulent  boy.  His 
features  were  coarse,  his  form  un- 
gainly; and  there  was  but  very 
little  in  his  character,  made  visible,  which  was  at- 
tractive. 

When  only  thirteen  years  old  he  joined  the  volun- 
teers of  Carolina  against  the  British  invasion.  In 
1781,  he  and  his  brother  Robert  were  captured  and 
imprisoned  for  a  time  at  Camden.  A  British  officer 
ordered  him  to  brush  his  mud-spattered  boots.  "  I  am 
a  prisoner  of  war,  not  your  servant,"  was  the  reply  of 
the  dauntless  boy. 

The  brute  drew  his  sword,  and  aimed  a  desperate 
blow  at  the  head  of  the  helpless  young  prisoner. 
Andrew  raised  his  hand,  and  thus  received  two  fear- 
ful gashes,— one  on  the  hand  and  the  other  upon  the 
head.  The  officer  then  turned  to  his  brother  Robert 
with  the  same  demand.  He  also  refused,  and  re- 
ceived a  blow  from  the  keen-edged  sabre,  which  quite 
disabled  him,  and  which  probably  soon  after  caused 
his  death.  They  suffered  muchother  ill-treatment,  and 
were    finally    stricken    with  the    smalUpox.      Their 
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mother  was  successful  in   obtaining   their  exchange, 


and  took  her  sick  boys  home.  After  a  long  illness 
Andrew  recovered,  and  the  death  of  his  mother  soon 
left  him  enUrely  friendless. 

Andrew  supported  himself  in  various  ways,  such  as 
working  at  the  saddler's  trade,  teaching  school  and 
clerking  in  a  general  store,  until  1784,  when  he 
entered  a  law  office  at  Salisbury,  N.  C.  He,  however, 
gave  more  attention  to  the  wild  amusements  of  the 
times  than  to  his  studies.  In  1788,  he  was  appointed 
solicitor  for  the  western  district  of  North  Carolina,  of 
which  Tennessee  was  then  a  part.  This  involved 
many  long  and  tedious  journeys  amid  dangers  of 
every  kind,  but  Andrew  Jackson  never  knew  fear, 
and  the  Indians  had  no  desire  to  repeat  a  skirmish 
witn  the  Sharp  Knife. 

In  1 791,  Mr.  Jackson  was  married  to  a  woman  who 
supposed  herself  divorced  from  her  former  husband. 
Great  was  the  surprise  of  both  pardes,  two  years  later, 
to  find  that  the  conditions  of  the  divorce  had  just  been 
definitely  settled  by  the  first  husband.  The  marriage 
ceremony  was  performed  a  second  time,  but  the  occur- 
rence was  often  used  by  his  enemies  to  bring  Mr. 
Jackson  into  disfavor. 

During  these  years  he  worked  hard  at  his  profes- 
sion, and  frequently  had  one  or  more  duels  on  hand, 
one  of  which,  when  he  killed  Dickenson,  was  espec- 
ially disgraceful. 

In  January,  1796,  the  Territory  of  Tennessee  then 
containing  nearly  eighty  thousand  inhabitants,  the 
people  met  in  convention  at  Knoxville  to  frame  a  con- 
stitution. Five  were  sent  from  each  of  the  eleven 
counties.  Andrew  Jackson  was  one  of  the  delegates. 
The  new  State  was  entitled  to  but  one  member  in 
the  National  House  of  Representatives.  Andrew  Jack- 
son was  chosen  that  member.  Mounting  his  horse  he 
rode  to  Philedelphia,  where  Congress  then  held  its 
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sessions, — a  distance  of  about  eight  hundred  miles. 
Jackson  was  an  earnest  advocate  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party.  Jefferson  was  his  idol.  He  admired 
Bonaparte,  loved  France  and  hated  England.  As  Mr. 
Jackson  took  his  seat,  Gbn.  Washington,  whose 
second  term  of  office  was  then  expiring,  delivered  his 
hist  speech  to  Congress.  A  committee  drew  up  a 
complimentary  address  in  reply.  Andrew  Jackson 
did  not  approve  of  the  address,  and  was  one  of  the 
twelve  who  voted  against  it.  He  was  not  willing  to 
say  that  Gen.  Washington's  adminstration  had  been 
'*  wise,  firm  and  patriotic." 

Mr.  Jackson  was  elected  to  the  United  States 
Senate  in  1797,  but  soon  resigned  and  returned  home. 
Soon  after  he  was  chosen  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  his  State,  which  position  he  held  for  six  years. 

When  the  war  of  181 2  with  Great  Britian  com- 
menced, Madison  occupied  the  Presidential  chair. 
Aaron  Burr  sent  word  to  the  President  that  there  was 
an  unknown  man  in  the  West,  Andrew  Jackson,  who 
would  do  credit  to  a  commission  if  one  were  con- 
ferred upon  him.  Just  at  that  time  Gen.  Jackson 
offered  his  services  and  those  of  twenty-five  hundred 
volunteers.  His  offer  was  accepted,  and  the  troops 
were  assembled  at  Nashville. 

As  the  British  were  hourly  expected  to  make  an  at- 
tack upon  New  Orleans,  where  Gen.  Wilkinson  was 
in  command,  he  was  ordered  to  descend  the  river 
with  fifteen  hundred  troops  to  aid  Wilkinson.  The 
expedition  reached  Natchez  ;  and  after  a  delay  of  sev- 
eral weeks  there,  without  accomplishing  anything, 
the  men  were  ordered  back  to  their  homes.  But  the 
energy  Gen.  Jackson  had  displayed,  and  his  entire 
devotion  to  the  comrfort  of  his  soldiers,  won  him 
golden  opinions ;  and  he  .became  the  most  popular 
man  in  the  State.  It  was  in  this  expedition  that  his 
toughness  gave  him  the  nickname  of ''Old  Hickory." 
Soon  after  this,  while  attempting  to  horsewhip  Col. 
Thomas  H.  Benton,  for  a  remark  that  gentleman 
made  about  his  taking  a  part  as  second  in  a  duel,  in 
which  a  younger  brother  of  Benton's  was  engaged, 
he  received  two  severe  pistol  wounds.  While  he  was 
lingering  upon  a  bed  of  suffering  news  came  that  the 
Indians,  who  had  combined  under  Tecumseh  from 
Florida  to  the  Lakes,  to  exterminate  the  white  set- 
tlers, were  committing  the  most  awful  ravages.  De- 
cisive action  became  necessary.  Gen.  Jackson,  with 
his  fractured  bone  just  beginning  to  heal,  his  arm  in 
a  sling,  and  unable  to  mount  his  horse  without  assis- 
tance, gave  his  amazing  energies  to  the  raising  of  an 
army  to  rendezvous  at  Fayettesville,  Alabama. 

The  Creek  Indians  had  established  a  strong  fort  on 
one  of  the  bends  of  the  Tallapoosa  River,  near  the  cen- 
ter of  Alabama,  about  fifty  miles  below  Fort  Strother. 
With  an  army  of  two  thousand  men,  Gen.  Jackson 
traversed  the  pathless  wilderness  in  a  march  of  eleven 
days.  He  reached  their  fort,  called  Tohopeka  or 
Horse-shoe,  on  the  27th  of  March.  1814..     The  bend 


of  the  river  enclosed  nearly  one  hundred  acres  of 
tangled  forest  and  wild  ravine.  Across  the  narrow 
neck  the  Indians  had  constructed  a  formidable  breast- 
work of  logs  and  brush.  Here  nine  hundred  warriors, 
with  an  ample  suplyof  arms  were  assembled. 

The  fort  was  stormed.  The  fight  was  utterly  des- 
perate. Not  an  Indian  would  accept  of  quarter.  When 
bleeding  and  dying,  they  would  fight  those  who  en- 
deavored to  spare  their  lives.  From  ten  in  the  morn- 
ing until  dark,  the  battle  raged.  The  carnage  was 
awful  and  revolting.  Some  threw  themselves  into  the 
river;  but  the  unerring  bullet  struck  their  heads  as 
they  swam.  Nearly  everyone  of  the  nine  hundred  war- 
rios  were  killed  A  few  probably,  in  the  night,  swam 
the  river  and  escaped.  This  ended  the  war.  The 
power  of  the  Creeks  was  broken  forever.  This  bold 
plunge  into  the  wilderness,  with  itsterrifhc  slaughter, 
so  appalled  the  savages,  that  the  haggard  remnants 
of  the  bands  came  to  the  camp,  begging  for  peace. 

This  closing  of  the  Creek  war  enabled  us  to  con- 
centrate all  our  militia  upon  the  British,  who  were  the 
allies  of  the  Indians  No  man  of  less  resolute  will 
than  Gen.  Jackson  could  have  conducted  this  Indian 
campaign  to  so  successful  an  issue  Immediately  he 
was  appointed  major-general. 

Late  in  August,  with  an  army  of  two  thousand 
men,  on  a  rushing  march,  Gen.  Jackson  came  to 
Mobile.  A  British  fleet  came  from  Pensacola,  landed 
a  force  upon  the  beach,  anchored  near  the  little  fort, 
and  from  both  ship  and  shore  commenced  a  furious 
assault,  The  battle  was  long  and  doubtful.  At  length 
one  of  the  ships  was  blown  up  and  the  rest  retired. 
Garrisoning  Mobile,  where  he  had  taken  his  little 
army,  he  moved  his  troops  to  New  Orleans, 
And  the  battle  of  New  Orleans  which  soon  ensued, 
was  in  reality  a  very  arduous  campaign.  This  won 
for  Gen.  Jackson  an  imperishable  name.  Here  his 
troops,  which  numbered  about  four  thousand  men, 
won  a  signal  victory  over  the  British  army  of  about 
nine  thousand.  His  loss  was  but  thirteen,  while  the 
loss  of  the  British  was  two  thousand  six  hundred. 

The  name  of  Gen.  Jackson  soon  began  to  be  men- 
tioned in  connection  with  the  Presidency,  but,  in  1824, 
he  was  defeated  by  Mr.  Adams.  He  was,  however, 
successful  in  the  election  of  1828,  and  was  re-elected 
for  a  second  term  in  1832.  In  1829,  just  before  he 
assumed  the  reins  of  the  government,  he  met  with 
the  most  terrible  affliction  of  his  life  in  the  death  of 
his  wife,  whom  he  had  loved  with  a  devotion  which  has 
perhaps  never  been  surpassed.  From  the  shock  of 
her  death  he  never  recovered. 

His  administration  was  one  of  the  most  memorable 
in  the  annals  of  our  country;  applauded  by  one  party, 
condemned  by  the  other.  No  man  had  more  bitter 
enemies  or  warmer  friends.  At  the  expiration  of  his 
two  terms  of  office  he  retired  to  the  Hermitage,  where 
he  died  June  8,  1845.  The  last  years  of  Mr.  Jack- 
son's  life   were   that   of  a    devoted  Christian    man. 
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ARTIN  VAN  BUREN,  the 
eighth      President     of     the 
United  States,  was  bom  at 
Kinderhook,  N.  Y.,  Dec.   5, 
1782.     He  died  at  the  same 
place,  July    24,    1862.      His 
body  rests  in   the  cemetery 
at  Kinderhook.     Above  it  is 
a  plain  granite    shaft  fifteen  feet 
high,  bearing  a  simple  inscription 
about  halt  way  up   on   one    face. 
The  lot  is  unfenced,  unbordered 
or  unbounded  by  shrub  or  flower. 

There  is  but  little  in  the  Hfe  of  Martin  Van  Buren 
of  romantic  interest.  He  fought  no  battles,  engaged 
in  no  wild  adventures.  Though  his  life  was  stormy  in 
political  and  intellectual  conflicts,  and  he  gained  many 
signal  victories,  his  days  passed  uneventful  in  those 
incidents  which  give  zest  to  biography.  His  an- 
cestors, as  his  name  indicates,  were  of  Dutch  origin, 
and  were  among  the  earliest  emigrants  from  Holland 
to  the  banks  of  the  Hudson.  His  father  was  a  farmer, 
residing  in  the  old  town  of  Kinderhook.  His  mother, 
also  of  Dutch  lineage,  was  a  woman  of  superior  intel- 
ligence and  exemplary  piety. 

He  was  decidedly  a  precocious  boy,  developing  un- 
usual activity,  vigor  and  strength  of  mind.  At  the 
age  of  fourteen,  he  had  finished  his  academic  studies 
in  his  native  village,  and  commenced  the  study  of 
law,.  As  he  had  not  a  collegiate  education,  seven 
years  of  study  in  a  law-office  were  required  of  hmi 
before  he  could  be  admitted  to  the  bar.  Inspired  with 
a  lofty  ambition,  and  conscious  of  his  powers,  he  pur- 
sued his  studies  with  indefatigable  industry.  After 
spending  six  years  in  an  office  in  his    native  village, 
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he  went  to  the  city  of  New  York,  and  prosecuted  his 
studies  for  the  seventh  year. 

In  1803,  Mr.  Van  Buren,  then  twenty-one  years  of 
age,  commenced  the  practice  of  law  in  his  native  vil- 
lage. The  great  conflict  between  the  Federal  and 
Republican  party  was  then  at  its  height.  Mr.  Van 
Buren  was  from  the  beginning  a  politician.  He  had, 
perhaps,  imbibed  that  spirit  while  listening  to  the 
many  discussions  which  had  been  carried  on  in  his 
father's  hotel.  He  was  in  cordial  sympathy  with 
Jefferson,  and  earnestly  and  eloquently  espoused  the 
cause  of  State  Rights ;  though  at  that  time  the  Fed- 
eral party  held  the.  supremacy  both  in  his  town 
and  State. 

His  success  and  increasing  ruputation  led  him 
after  six  years  of  practice,  to  remove  to  Hudson,  th*: 
county  seat  of  his  county.  Here  he  spent  seven  years  , 
constantly  gaining  strength  by  contending  in  thc- 
courts  with  some  of  the  ablest  men  who  have  adorned 
the  bar  of  his  State. 

Just  before  leaving  Kinderhook  for  Hudson,  Mi. 
Van  Buren  married  a  lady  alike  distinguished  for 
beauty  and  accomplishments.  After  twelve  short 
years  she  sank  into  the  grave,  the  victim  of  consump- 
tion, leaving  her  husband  and  four  sons  to  weep  over 
her  loss.  For  twenty-five  years,  Mr.  Van  Buren  was 
an  earnest,  successful,  assiduous  lawyer.  The  record 
of  those  years  is  barren  in  items  of  public  interest. 
In  T  81 2,  when  thirty  years  of  age,  he  was  chosen  to 
the  State  Senate,  and  gave  his  strenuous  support  to 
Mr.  Madison's  adminstration.  In  1815,  he  was  ap- 
pointed Attorney-General,  and  the  next  year  moved 
to  Albany,  the  capital  of  the  State. 

While  he  was  acknowledged  as  one  of  the  most 
prominent  leaders  of  the  Democratic   party,   he   had 
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the  moral  courage  to  avow  that  true  democracy  did 
not  require  that  "  universal  suffrage  "  which  admits 
the  vile,  the  degraded,  the  ignorant,  to  the  right  of 
governing  the  State.  In  true  consistency  with  his 
democratic  principles,  he  contended  that,  while  the 
path  leading  to  the  privilege  of  voting  should  be  open 
to  every  man  without  distinction,  no  one  should  be 
invested  with  that  sacred  prerogative,  unless  he  were 
in  some  degree  qualified  for  it  by  intelligence,  virtue 
and  some  property  interests  in  the  welfare  of  the 
State. 

In  182  I  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  United 
States  Senate;  and  in  the  same  year,  he  took  a  seat 
in  the  convention  to  revise  the  constitution  of  his 
native  State.  His  course  in  this  convention  secured 
the  approval  of  men  of  all  parties.  No  one  could 
doubt  the  singleness  of  his  endeavors  to  promote  the 
interests  of  all  classes  in  the  community.  In  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States,  he  rose  at  once  to  a 
conspicuous  position  as  anactive  and  useful  legislator. 

In  1827,  John  Quincy  Adams  being  then  in  the 
Presidential  chair,  Mr.  Van  Buren  was  re-elected  to 
the  Senate.  He  had  been  from  the  beginning  a  de- 
termined opposer  of  the  Administration,  adopting  the 
"State  Rights"  view  in  opposition  to  what  was 
deemed  the  Federal  proclivities  of  Mr.  Adams. 

Soon  after  this,  in  1828,  he  was  chosen  Governor  of 
the  State  of  New  York,  and  accordingly  resigned  his 
seat  in  the  Senate.  Probably  no  one  in  the  United 
States  contributed  so  much  towards  ejecting  John  Q. 
Adams  from  the  Presidential  chair,  and  placing  in  it 
Andrew  Jackson,  as  did  Martin  Van  Buren.  Whether 
entitled  to  the  reputation  or  not,  he  certainly  was  re- 
garded throughout  the  United  States  as  one  of  the 
most  skillful,  sagacious  and  cunning  of  politicians. 
It  was  supposed  that  no  one  knew  so  well  as  he  how 
to  touch  the  secret  springs  of  action;  how  to  pull  all 
the  wires  to  put  his  machinery  in  motion ;  and  how  to 
organize  a  political  army  which  would,  secretly  and 
stealthily  accomplish  the  most  gigantic  results.  By 
these  powers  it  is  said  that  he  outv/itted  Mr.  Adams, 
Mr.  Clay,  Mr.  Webster,  and  secured  results  which 
few  thought  then  could  be  accomplished. 

When  Andrew  Jackson  was  elected  President  he 
appointed  Mr.  Van  Buren  Secretary  of  State.  This 
position  he  resigned  in  183T,  and  was  immediately 
appointed  Minister  to  England,  where  he  went  the 
same  autumn.  The  Senate,  however,  when  it  met, 
refused    to    ratify  the   nominntion,    and   he  returned 


home,  apparently  untroubled ;  was  nominated  Vice 
President  in  the  place  of  Calhoun,  at  the  re-election 
of  President  Jackson ;  and  with  smiles  for  all  and 
frowns  for  none,  he  took  his  place  at  the  head  of  that 
Senate  which  had  refused  to  confirm  his  nomination 
as  ambassador. 

His  rejection  by  the  Senate  roused  all  the  zeal  of 
President  Jackson  in  behalf  of  his  repudiated  favor- 
ite ;  and  this,  probably  more  than  any  other  cause, 
secured  his  elevation  to  the  chau*  of  the  Chief  Execu- 
tive. On  the  20th  of  May,  1836,  Mr.  Van  Buren  re- 
ceived the  Democratic  nomination  to  succeed  Gen. 
Jackson  as  President  of  the  United  States.  He  was 
elected  by  a  handsome  majority,  to  the  delight  of  the 
retiring  President.  "  Leaving  New  York  out  of  the 
canvass,"  says  Mr.  Parton,  ''the  election  of  Mr.  Van 
Buren  to  the  Presidency  was  as  much  the  act  of  Gen. 
Jackson  as  though  the  Constitution  had  conferred 
upon  him  the  power  to  appoint  a  successor." 

His  administration  was  filled  with  exciting  events. 
The  insurrection  in  Canada,  which  threatened  to  in 
volve  this  country  in  war  with  England,  the  agitation 
of  the  slavery  question,  and  finally  the  great  commer- 
cial panic  which  spread  over  the  country,  all  were 
trials  to  his  wisdom.  The  financial  distress  was  at- 
tributed to  the  management  of  the  Democratic  party, 
and  brought  the  President  into  such  disfavor  that  he 
failed  of  re-election. 

With  the  exception  of  being  nominated  for  the 
Presidency  by  the  "Free  Soil"  Democrats,  in  1848, 
Mr.  Van  Buren  lived  quietly  upon  his  estate  until 
his  death. 

He  had  ever  been  a  prudent  man,  of  frugal  habits, 
and  living  within  his  income,  had  now  fortunately  a 
competence  for  his  declining  years.  His  unblemished 
character,  his  commanding  abilities,  his  unquestioned 
patriotism,  and  the  distinguished  positions  which  he 
had  occupied  in  the  government  of  our  country,  se- 
cured to  him  not  only  the  homage  of  his  party,  but 
the  respect  ot  the  whole  community.  It  was  on  the 
4th  of  March,  1841,  that  Mr.  Van  Buren  retired  from 
the  presidency.  From  his  fine  estate  at  Lindenwald^ 
he  still  exerted  a  powerful  influence  upon  the  politics 
of  the  country.  From  this  time  until  his  death,  on 
the  24th  of  July,  1862,  at  the  age  of  eighty  years,  he 
resided  at  Lindenwald,  a  gentleman  of  leisure,  of 
culture  and  of  wealth;  enjoying  in  a  healthy  old 
age,  probably  far  more  happiness  than  he  had  before 
experienced  amid  the  stormy  scenes  of  his  active  life. 
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ILLIAM  HENRY  HARRI- 
SON, the  ninth   President  of 
the   United  States,  was  born 
at  Berkeley,  Va.,  Feb.  9,  177 3- 
His  father,   Benjamin    Harri- 
son, was  in  comparatively  op- 
ulent circumstances,  and  was 
one  of  the  most  distinguished 
men  of  his  day.      He  was  an 
intimate    friend    of     George 
Washington,  w  as  early  elected 
a  member  of  the  Continental 
Congress,    and  was    conspicuous 
among  the  patriots  of  Virginia  in 
resisting  the  encroachments  of  the 
British  crown.     In  the  celebrated 
Congress  of  1775,  Benjamin  Har- 
rison   and    John    Hancock    were 
both  candidates  for  the  office  of 
speaker. 

Mr  Harrison  was  subsequently 
chosen  Governor  of  Virginia,  and 
was  twice  re-elected.  His  son, 
William  Henry,  of  course  enjoyed 
in  childhood  all  the  advantages  which  wealth  and 
intellectual  and  cultivated  society  could  give.  Hav- 
ing received  a  thorough  common-school  education,  he 
entered  Hampden  Sidney  College,  where  he  graduated 
with  honor  soon  after  the  death  of  his  father.  He 
then  repaired  to  Philadelphia  to  study  medicine  under 
the  instructions  of  Dr.  Rush  and  the  guardianship  of 
Robert  Morris,  both  of  whom  were,  with  his  father, 
signers  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence. 

TJpon  the  outbreak  of  the  Indian  troubles,  and  not- 
withstanding the  remonstrances  of  his  friends,  he 
abandoned  his  medical  studies  and  entered  the  army, 
having  obtained  a  commission  of  Ensign  from  Presi- 


dent Wabhington.  He  was  then  but  19  years  old. 
From  that  time  he  passed  gradually  upward  in  rank 
until  lie  became  aid  to  General  W\ayne,  after  whose 
death  he  resigned  his  commission.  He  was  then  ap- 
pointed Secretary  of  the  North-western  Territory.  This 
Territory  was  then  entitled  to  but  one  member  in 
Congress  and  Capt.  Harrison  was  chosen  to  fill  that 
position. 

In  the  spring  of  1800  the  North-western  Territory 
was  divided  by  Congress  into  two  portions.  The 
eastern  portion,  comprising  the  region  now  embraced 
in  the  State  of  Ohio,  was  called  ''  The  Territory 
north-west  of  the  Ohio."  The  western  portion,  which 
included  what  is  now  called  Indiana,  Illinois  and 
Wisconsin,  was  called  the  "Indiana  Territory."  Wil- 
liam Henry  Harrison,  then  27  years  of  age,  was  ap- 
pointed by  John  Adams,  Governor  of  the  Indiana 
Territory,  and  immediately  after,  also  Governor  of 
Upper  Louisiana.  He  was  thus  ruler  over  almost  as 
extensive  a  realm  as  any  sovereign  upon  the  globe.  He 
was  Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs,  and  was  in- 
vested with  powers  nearly  dictatorial  over  the  now 
rapidly  increasing  white  population.  The  ability  and 
fidelity  with  which  he  discharged  these  responsible 
duties  may  be  inferred  from  the  fact  that  he  was  four 
times  appointed  to  this  office— first  by  John  Adams, 
twice  by  Thomas  Jefferson  and  afterwards  by  Presi- 
dent Madison. 

When  he  began  his  adminstration  there  were  but 
three  white  settlements  in  that  almost  boundless  region, 
now  crowded  with  cities  and  resounding  with  all  the 
tumult  of  wccdth  and  traffic.  One  of  these  settlements 
was  on  the  Ohio,  nearly  opposite  Louisville;  one  at 
Vincennes,  on  the  Wabash,  and  the  third  a  French 
settlement. 

The  vast  wilderness  over  which  Gov.  Harrison 
reigned  was  filled  with  many  tribes  of  Indians.  About 
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the  year  1806,  two  extraordinary  men,  twin  brothers, 
of  the  Shawnese  tribe,  rose  among  them.  One  of 
these  was  called  Tecumseh,  or  "The  Crouching 
Panther;"  the  other,  Olliwacheca,  or  *'The  Prophet." 
Tecumseh  was  not  only  an  Indian  warrior,  but  a  man 
of  great  sagacity,  far-reaching  foresight  and  indomit- 
able perseverance  in  any  enterprise  m  which  he  might 
engage.  He  was  inspired  with  the  highest  enthusiasm, 
and  had  long  regarded  with  dread  and  with  hatred 
the  encroachment  of  the  whites  upon  the  hunting- 
grounds  of  his  fathers.  His  brother,  the  Prophet,  was 
an  orator,  who  could  sway  the  feelings  of  the  untutored 
Indian  as  the  gale  tossed  the  tree -tops  beneath  which 
they  dwelt. 

But  the  Prophet  was  not  merely  an  orator:  he  was, 
in  the  superstitious  minds  of  the  Indians,  invested 
with  the  superhuman  dignity  of  a  medicine-man  or  a 
magician.  With  an  enthusiasm  unsurpassed  by  Peter 
the  Hermit  rousing  Europe  to  the  crusades,  he  went 
from  tribe  to  tribe,  assuming  that  he  was  specially  sent 
by  the  Great  Spirit. 

Gov.  Harrison  made  many  attempts  to  concihate 
the  Indians,  but  at  last  the  war  came,  and  at  Tippe- 
canoe the  Indians  were  routed  with  great  slaughter. 
October  28,  1812,  his  army  began  its  march.  When 
near  the  Prophet's  town  three  Indians  of  rank  made 
their  appearance  and  inquired  why  Gov.  Harrison  was 
approaching  them  in  so  hostile  an  attitude.  After  a 
short  conference,  arrangements  were  made  for  a  meet- 
ing the  next  day,  to  agree  upon  terms  of  peace. 

But  Gov.  Harrison  was  too  well  acquainted  with 
the  Indian  character  to  be  deceived  by  such  protes- 
tations. Selecting  a  favorable  spot  for  his  night's  en- 
campment, he  took  every  precaution  against  surprise. 
His  troops  were  posted  in  a  hollow  square,  and  slept 
upon  their  arms. 

The  troops  threw  themselves  upon  the  ground  for 
rest;  but  every  man  had  his  accourtrements  on,  his 
loaded  musket  by  his  side, and  his  bayonet  fixed.  The 
wakeful  Governor,  between  three  and  four  o'clock  in 
the  morning,  had  risen,  and  was  sitting  in  conversa- 
tion with  his  aids  by  the  embers  of  a  waning  fire.  It 
was  a  chill,  cloudy  morning  with  a  drizzling  rain.  In 
the  darkness,  the  Indians  had  crept  as  near  as  possi- 
ble, and  just  then,  with  a  savage  yell,  rushed,  with  all 
the  desperation  which  superstition  and  passion  most 
liighly  inflamed  could  give,  upon  the  left  flank  of  the 
little  army.  The  savages  had  been  amply  provided 
with  guns  and  ammunition  by  the  English.  Their 
\var-whoop  was  accompained  by  a  shower  of  bullets. 

The  camp-fires  were  instantly  extinguished,  as  the 
light  aided  the  Indians  in  their  aim.  With  hide- 
DLis  yells,  the  Indian  bands  rushed  on,  not  doubting  a 
speedy  and  an  entire  victory.  But  Gen.  Harrison's 
troops  stood  as  immovable  as  the  rocks  around  them 
until  day  dawned :  they  then  made  a  simultaneous 
charge  with  the  bayonet,  and  swept  every  thing  be- 
fore   them,    and    completely    routing    th*-    foe. 

#i         III 


Gov.  Harrison  now  had  all  his  energies  tasked 
to  the  utmost.  The  British  descending  from  the  Can  - 
adas,  were  of  themselves  a  very  formidable  force  ;  but 
with  their  savage  aUies,  rushing  like  wolves  from  the 
forest,  searching  out  every  remote  farm-house,  burn- 
ing, plundering,  scalping,  torturing,  the  wide  frontier 
was  plunged  into  a  state  of  consternation  which  even 
the  most  vivid  imagination  can  but  faintly  conceive. 
The  war-whoop  was  resounding  everywhere  in  the 
forest.  The  horizon  was  illuminated  with  the  conflagra- 
tion of  the  cabins  of  the  setders.  Gen  Hull  had  made 
the  ignominious  surrender  of  his  forces  at  Detroit. 
Under  these  despairing  circumstances,  Gov.  Harrison 
was  appointed  by  President  Madison  commander-in- 
chief  of  the  North-western  army,  with  orders  to  retake 
Detroit,  and  to  protect  the  frontiers. 

It  would  be  difficult  to  place  a  man  in  a  situation 
demanding  more  energy,  sagacity  and  courage;  but 
General  Harrison  was  found  equal  to  the  position, 
and  nobly  and  triumphantly  did  he  meet  all  the  re- 
sponsibilities. 

He  won  the  love  of  his  soldiers  by  always  sharing 
with  them  their  fatigue.  His  whole  baggage,  while 
pursuing  the  foe  up  the  Thames,  was  carried  in  a 
valise;  and  his  bedding  consisted  of  a  single  blanket 
lashed  over  his  saddle.  Thirty-five  British  officers, 
his  prisoners  of  war,  supped  with  him  after  the  battle. 
The  only  fare  he  could  give  them  was  beef  roasted 
before  the  fire,  without  bread  or  salt. 

In  1816,  Gen.  Harrison  was  chosen  a  member  of 
the  National  House  of  Representatives,  to  represent 
the  District  of  Ohio.  In  Congress  he  proved  an 
active  member;  and  whenever  he  spoke,  it  was  with 
force  of  reason  and  power  of  eloquence,  which  arrested 
the  attention  of  all  the  members. 

In  1819,  Harrison  was  elected  to  the  Senate  of 
Ohio;  and  in  1824,  as  one  of  the  presidential  electors 
of  that  State,  he  gave  his  vote  for  Henry  Clay.  The 
same  year  he  was  chosen  to  the^  United  States  Senate. 

In  1836,  the  friends  of  Gen.  Harrison  brought  him 
forward  as  a  candidate  for  the  Presidency  against 
Van  Buren,  but  he  was  defeated.  At  the  close  of 
Mr.  Van  Buren's  term,  he  was  re-nominated  by  his 
party,  and  Mr.  Harrison  was  unanimously  nominated 
by  the  Whigs,  with  John  Tyler  for  the  Vice  Presidency. 
The  contest  was  very  animated.  Gen  Jackson  gave 
all  his  influence  to  prevent  Harrison's  election  ;  but 
his  triumph  was  signal. 

The  cabinet  which  he  formed,  with  Daniel  Webster 
at  its  head  as  Secretary  of  State,  was  one  of  the  most 
brilliant  with  which  anv  President  had  ever  been 
surrounded.  Never  were  the  prospects  of  an  admin- 
istration more  flattering,  or  the  hopes  of  the  country 
more  sanguine.  In  the  midst  of  these  bright  and 
joyous  prospects.  Gen.  Harrison  was  seized  by  a 
pleurisy-fever  and  after  a  few  days  of  violent  sick- 
ness, died  on  the  4th  of  April ;  just  one  month  after 
his  inauguration  as  President  of  the  Unitqd  States, 
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OHN    TYLER,     the    tenth 
Presidentof  the  United  States. 
He  was  born  in  Charles-city 
Co.,  Va.,  March  29, 1790.  He 
was  the   favored  child   of  af- 
fluence  and  high    social    po- 
sition.    At  the   early  age   of 
twelve,  John  entered  WiUiam 
and   Mary  College  and  grad- 
uated with  much  honor  when 
but  seventeen  years  old.  After 
graduating,  he  devoted  him- 
self with    great    assiduity  to    the 
study    of    law,    partly   with    his 
father    and   partly  with   Edmund 
Randolph,  one  of  the  most  distin- 
guished lawyers  of  Virginia. 

At  nineteen  years  of  age,  ne 
commenced  the  practice  of  law. 
His  success  was  rapid  and  aston- 
ishing. It  is  said  that  three 
months  had  not  elapsed  ere  there 
was  scarcely  a  case  on  the  dock- 
et of  the  court  in  which  he  was 
not  retained.  When  but  twenty-one  years  of  age,  he 
was  almost  unanimously  elected  to  a  seat  in  the  State 
Legislature.  He  connected  himself  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  and  warmly  advocated  the  measures  of 
Jefferson  and  Madison.  For  five  successive  years  he 
was  elected  to  the  Legislature,  receiving  nearly  the 
unanimous  vote  or  his  county. 

When  but  twenty-six  years  of  age,  he  was  elected 
a  member^f  Congress.  Here  he  acted  earnestly  and 
ably  with  the  Democratic  party,  opposing  a  national 
bank,  internal  improvements  by  the  General  Govern^ 


ment,  a  protective  tariff,  and  advocatmg  a  strict  con- 
struction of  the  Constitution,  and  the  most  careful 
vigilance  over  State  rights.  His  labors  in  Congress 
were  so  arduous  that  before  the  close  of  his  second 
term  he  found  it  necessary  to  resign  and  retire  to  his 
estate  in  Charles-city  Co.,  to  recruit  his  health.^  He, 
however,  soon  after  consented  to  take  his  seat  in  the 
State  Legislature,  where  his  influence  was  powerful 
in  promoting  public  works  of  great  utility.  With  a 
reputation  thus  canstantly  increasing,  he  was  chosen 
by  a  very  large"  majority  of  votes.  Governor  of  his 
native  State.  His  administration  was  signally  a  suc- 
cessful one.  His  popularity  secured  his  re-election. 
John  Randolph,  a  brilliant,  erratic,  half-crazed 
man,  then  represented  Virginia  in  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States.  A  portion  of  the  Democratic  party 
was  displeased  with  Mr.  Randolph's  wayward  course, 
and  brought  forward  John  Tyler  as  his  opponent, 
considering  him  the  only  man  in  Virginia  of  sufficient 
popularity  to  succeed  against  the  renowned  orator  of 
Roanoke.    -Mr.  Tyler  was  the  victor. 

Li  accordance  with  his  professions,  upon  taking  his 
seat  in  the  Senate,  he  joined  the  ranks  of  the  opposi- 
tion. He  opposed  the  tariff;  he  spoke  against  and 
voted  against  the  bank  as  unconstitutional ;  he  stren- 
uously opposed  all  restrictions  upon  slavery,  resist- 
ing all  projects  of  internal  improvements  by  the  Gen- 
eral Government,  and  avowed  his  sympathy  with  Mr. 
"Calhoun's  view  of  nullification  ;  he  declared  that  Gen. 
Jackson,  by  his  opposition  to  the  nullifiers,  had 
abandoned  the  piinciples  of  the  Democratic  party. 
Such  was  Mr.  Tyler's  record  in  Congress,— a  record 
in  perfect  accordance  with  the  principles  which  he 
had  always  avowed. 

Returning  to  Virginia,  he  resumed  the    practice  of 
his  profession.     There  was  a  cplit  in  the   Democratic 
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party.  His  friends  still  regarded  him  as  a  true  Jef- 
fersoiiian,  gave  him  a  dinner,  and  showered  compU- 
ments  upon  him.  He  had  now  attained  the  age  of 
forty-six.  His  career  had  been  very  brilliant.  In  con- 
sequence of  his  devotion  to  public  business,  his  pri- 
vate affairs  had  fallen  into  some  disorder;  and  it  was 
not  without  satisfaction  that  he  resumed  the  practice 
of  law,  and  devoted  himself  to  the  culture  of  his  plan- 
tation. Soon  after  this  he  removed  to  Williamsburg, 
for  the  better  education  of  his  children  ;  and  he  again 
took  his  seat  in  the  Legislature  ot  Virginia. 

By  the  Southern  Whigs,  he  was  sent  to  the  national 
convention  at  Harrisburg  to  nominate  a  President  in 
1839.  The  majority  of  votes  were  given  to  Gen.  Har- 
rison, a  genuine  Whig,  much  to  the  disappointment  of 
the  South,  who  wished  for  Henry  Clay.  To  concili- 
ate the  Southern  Whigs  and  to  secure  their  vote,  the 
convention  then  nominated  John  Tyler  for  Vice  Pres- 
ident. It  was  well  known  that  he  was  not  in  sympa- 
thy with  the  Whig  party  in  the  Noith:  but  the  Vice 
President  has  but  very  little  power  in  the  Govern- 
ment, his  main  and  almost  only  duty  being  to  pre- 
side over  the  meetings  of  the  Senate.  Thus  it  hap- 
pened that  a  Whig  President,  and,  in  reahty,  a 
Democratic  Vice  President  were  chosen. 

In  1 84 1,  Mr.  Tyler  was  inaugurated  Vice  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States.  In  one  short  month  from 
that  time,  President  Harrison  died,  and  Mr.  Tyler 
thus  found  himself,  to  his  own  surprise  and  that  of 
the  whole  Nation,  an  occupant  of  the  Presidential 
chair.  This  was  a  new  test  of  the  stability  of  our 
institutions,  as  it  was  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  our 
country  that  such  an  event  had  occured.  Mr.  Tyler 
was  at  home  in  Williamsburg  when  he  received  the 
unexpected  tidings  of  the  death  of  President  Harri- 
son. He  hastened  to  Washington,  and  on  the  6th  of 
April  was  inaugurated  to  the  high  and  responsible 
officp.  He  was  placed  in  a  position  of  exceeding 
delicacy  and  difficulty.  All  his  long  life  he  had  been 
opiX)sed  to  the  main  principles  of  the  party  which  had 
brought  him  into  power.  He  had  ever  been  a  con- 
sistent, honest  man,  with  an  unblemished  record. 
Gen.  Harrison  had  selected  a  Whig  cabinet.  Should 
he  retain  them,  and  thus  surround  himself  with  coun- 
sellors whose  views  were  antagonistic  to  his  own.^  or, 
on  the  other  hand,  should  he  turn  against  the  party 
which  had  elected  him  and  select  a  cabinet  in  har- 
mony with  himself,  and  which  would  oppose  all  those 
views  which  the  Whigs  deemed  essential  to  the  pub- 
lic welfare?  This  was  his  fearful  dilemma.  He  in- 
vited the  cabinet  which  President  Harrison  had 
selected  to  retain  their  seats.  He  reccomm ended  a 
day  of  fasting  and  prayer,  that  God  would  guide  and 
bless  us. 

The  Whigs  carried  through  Congress  a  bill  for  the 
incorporation  of  a  fiscal  bank  of  the  United  States. 
The  President,  after  ten  days'  delay,  returned  it  with 
his  veto.      He  suggested,  however,  that  he  W9uld 


approve  of  a  bill  drawn  up  upon  such  a  plan  as  he 
proposed.  Such  a  bill  was  accordingly  prepared,  and 
privately  submitted  to  him.  He  gave  it  his  approval- 
It  was  passed  without  alteration,  and  he  sent  it  back 
with  his  veto.  Here  commenced  the  open  rupture. 
Icis  said  that  Mr.  Tyler  was  provoked  to  this  meas- 
ure by  a  published  letter  from  the  Hon.  John  M. 
Botts,  a  distinguished  Virginia  Whig,  who  severely 
touched  the  pride  of  the  President. 

The  opposition  now  exultingly  received  the  Presi- 
dent into  their  arms.  The  party  which  elected  him 
denounced  him  bitterly.  AH  the  members  of  his 
cabinet,  excepting  Mr.  Webster,  resigned.  The  Whigs 
of  Congress,  both  the  Senate  and  the  House,  held  a 
meeting  and  issued  an  address  to  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  proclaiming  that  all  political  alliance 
between  the  Whigs  and  President  Tyler  were  at 
an  end. 

Still  the  President  attempted  to  conciliate.  He 
Appointed  a  new  cabinet  of  distinguished  Whigs  and 
Conservatives,  carefully  leaving  out  all  strong  party 
men.  Mr.  Webster  soon  found  it  necessary  to  resign, 
forced  out  by  the  pressure  of  his  Whig  friends.  Thus 
the  four  years  of  Mr.  Tyler's  unfortunate  administra- 
tion passed  sadly  away.  iNo  one  was  satisfied.  The 
land  was  filled  with  murmurs  and  vituperation.  Whigs 
and  Democrats  alike  assailed  him.  More  and  more, 
however,  he  brought  himself  into  sympathy  with  his 
old  friends,  the  Democrats,  until  at  the  close  of  his  term, 
he  gave  his  whole  influence  to  the  support  of  Mr. 
Polk,  the  Democratic  candidate  for  his  successor. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1845,  he  retired  from  the 
harassments  of  office,  to  the  regret  of  neither  party,  and 
probably  to  his  own  unspeakable  relief.  His  first  wife, 
Miss  Letitia  Christian,  died  in  Washington,  in  1842; 
and  in  June,  1844,  President  Tyler  was  again  married, 
at  New  York,  to  Miss  Julia  Gardiner,  a  young  lady  of 
many  personal  and  intellectual  accomplishments. 

The  remainder  of  his  days^Mr.  Tyler  passed  mainly 
in  retirement  at  his  beautiful  home, — Sherwood  For- 
est, Charles-city  Co.,  Va.  A  polished  gentleman  in 
his  manners,  richly  furnished  with  information  from 
books  and  experience  in  the  world,  and  possessing 
brilliant  powers  of  conversation,  his  family  circle  was 
the  scene  of  unusual  attractions.  With  sufficient 
means  for  the  exercise  of  a  generous  hospitality,  he 
might  have  enjoyed  a  serene  old  age  with  the  few 
friends  who  gathered  around  him,  were  it  not  for  the 
storms  of  civil  war  which  his  own  principles  and 
policy  had  helped  to  introduce. 

When  the  great  Rebellion  rose,  which  the  State- 
rights  and  nullifying  doctrines  of  Mr.  John  C.  Cal- 
houn had  inaugurated,  President  Tyler  renounced  his 
allegiance  to  the  United  States,  and  joined  the  Confed- 
erates. He  was  chosen  a  member  of  their  Congress; 
and  while  engaged  in  active  measures  to  destroy,  by 
force  of  arms,  the  Government  over  which  he  had 
once  presided,  he  was  taken  sick  a.nd  soon  died, 
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AMES  K.  POLK,  the  eleventh 
|>  President  of  the  United  States, 
was  born  in  Mecklenburg  Co., 
N.  C.,Nov.  2,  1795.     His  par- 
ents were    Samuel    and    Jane 
(Knox)  Polk,  the  former  a  son 
of  Col.  Thomas  Polk,  who  located 
at  the  above  place,  as  one  of  the 
first  pioneers,  in  1735. 

In  the  year  1006,  with  his  wife 
and  children,  and  soon  after  fol- 
lowed by  most  of  the    members    of 
the   Polk  fainly,  Samuel    Polk   emi- 
grated some   two   or  three  hundred 
miles  farther  west,  to  the  rich  valley 
of  the  Duck   River.       Here    in    the 
midst  of  the  wilderness,  in  a  region 
which  was  subsequently  called  Mau- 
ry Co.,  they  reared    their  log   huts, 
and  established  their  homes.    In  the 
hard  toil  of  a  new  farm  in  the  wil- 
derness, James  K.  Polk    spent    the 
early  years   of   his    childhood    and 
youth.     His  father,  adding  tlie  pur- 
suit of  a  surveyor  to  that  of  a  farmer, 
gradually  increased  in  wealth  until 
he  became  one  of  the  leading  men  of  the  region.  His 
mother  was   a  superior  woman,  of  strong   common 
sense  and  earnest  piety. 

Very  early  in  life,  James  developed  a  taste  for 
reading  and  exi)ressed  the  strongest  desire  to  obtain 
a  liberal  education.  His  mother's  training  had  made 
him  methodical  in  his  habits,  had  taught  him  punct- 
uality and  industry,  and  had  inspired  him  with  lofty 
principles  of  morality.  His  health  was  frail ;  and  his 
father,  fearing  that  he  might  not  be  able  to  endure  a 


sedentary  life,  got  a   situation   for   him   behind   the 
counter,  hoping  to  fit  him  for  commercial  pursuits. 

This  was  to  James  a  bitter  disappointment.  He 
had  no  taste  for  these  duties,  and  his  daily  tasks 
were  irksome  in  the  extreme.  He  remained  in  this 
uncongenial  occupation  but  a  few  weeks,  when  at  his 
earnest  solicitation  his  father  removed  him,  and  made 
arrangements  for  him  to  prosecute  his  studies.  Soon 
after  he  sent  him  to  Murfreesboro  Academy,  With 
ardor  which  could  scarcely  be  surpassed,  he  pressed 
forward  in  his  studies,  and  in  less  than  two  and  a  half 
years,  in  the  autumn  of  181 5,  entered  the  sophomore 
class  in  the  University  of  North  Carolina,  at  Chapel 
Hill.  Here  he  was  one  of  the  most  exemplary  of 
scholars,  punctual  in  every  exercise,  never  allowing 
himself  to  be  absent  from  a  recitation  or  a  religious 
service. 

He  graduated  in  t8i8,  with  the  highest  honors, be- 
ing deemed  the  best  scholar  of  his  class,  both  m 
mathematics  and  the  classics.  He  was  then  twenty- 
three  years  of  age.  Mr.  Polk's  health  was  at  this 
time  much  impaired  by  the  assiduity  with  which  he 
had  prosecuted  his  studies.  After  a  short  season  of 
relaxation  he  went  to  Nashville,  and  entered  the 
office  of  Felix  Crundy,  to  study  law.  Here  Mr.  Polk 
renewed  his  acquaintance  wUh  Andrew  Jackson,  who 
resided  on  his  plantation,  the  Hermitage,  but  a  few 
miles  from  Nashville.  They  had  probably  been 
slightly  acquainted  before. 

Mr.  Polk's  father  was  a  Jeffersonian  Republican, 
and  James  K.  Polk  ever  adhered  to  the  same  politi- 
cal faith.  He  was  a  popular  public  speaker,  and  was 
constantly  called  upon  to  address  the  meetings  of  his 
party  friends.  His  skill  as  a  speaker  was  such  that 
he  was  popularly  called  the  Napoleon  of  the  stump. 
He  was  a  man  of  unblemished    morals,    genial   and 
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Lourteous  in  his  bearing,  and  with  that  sympathetic 
nature  in  the  joys  and  griefs  of  others  which  ever  gave 
him  troops  of  friends.  In  1823,  Mr.  Polk  was  elected 
to  the  Legislature  of  Tennessee.  Here  he  gave  his 
strong  influence  towards  the  election  of  his  friend, 
Mr.  Jackson,  to  the  Presidency  of  the  United  States. 

In  January,  1824,  Mr.  Polk  married  Miss  Sarah 
Childress,  of  Rutherford  Co.,  Tenn.  His  bride  was 
altogether  worthy  of  him, — a  lady  of  beauty  and  cul- 
ture. In  the  fall  of  1825,  Mr.  Polk  was  chosen  a 
member  of  Congress.  The  satisfaction  which  he  gave 
to  his  constituents  may  be  inferred  from  the  fact,  that 
for  fourteen  successive  years,  until  1839,  he  was  con- 
tinued in  that  office.  He  then  voluntarily  withdrew, 
only  that  he  might  accept  the  Gubernatorial  chair 
of  Tennessee.  In  Congress  he  was  a  laborious 
member,  a  frequent  and  a  popular  speaker.  He  was 
always  in  his  seat,  always  courteous ;  and  whenever 
he  spoke  it  was  always  to  the  point,  and  without  any 
ambitious  rhetorical  display. 

During  five  sessions  of  Congress,  Mr.  Polk  was 
Speaker  of  the  House,  Strong  passions  were  roused, 
and  stormy  scenes  were  witnessed  ;  but  Mr.  Polk  per- 
formed his  arduous  duties  to  a  very  general  satisfac- 
tion, and  a  unanimous  vote  of  thanks  to  him  was 
passed  by  the  House  as  he  withdrew  on  the  4th  of 
March,  1839. 

In  accordance  with  Southern  usage,  Mr.  Polk,  as  a 
candidate  for  Governor,  canvassed  the  State.  He  was 
elected  by  a  large  majority,  and  on  the  14th  of  Octo- 
ber, 1839,  took  the  oath  of  office  at  Nashville.  In  1841, 
his  term  of  office  expired,  and  he  was  again  the  can- 
didate of  the  Democratic  party,  but  was  defeated. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1845,  Mr.  Polk  was  inaugur- 
ated President  of  the  United  States.  The  verdict  of 
the  country  in  favor  of  the  annexation  of  Texas,  exerted 
its  influence  upon  Congress  ;  and  the  last  act  of  the 
administration  of  President  Tyler  was  to  affix  his  sig- 
nature to  a  joint  resolution  of  Congress,  passed  on  the 
3d  of  March,  approving  of  the  annexation  of  Texas  to 
the  American  Union.  As  Mexico  still  claimed  Texas 
as  one  of  her  provinces,  the  Mexican  minister, 
Almonte,  immediately  demanded  his  passports  and 
left  the  country,  declaring  the  act  of  the  annexation 
to  be  an  act  hostile  to  Mexico. 

In  his  first  message.  President  Polk  urged  that 
Texas  should  immediately,  by  act  of  Congress,  be  re- 
ceived into  the  Union  on  the  same  footing  with  the 
other  States.  In  the  meantime,  Gen.  Taylor  was  sent 


with  an  army  into  Texas  to  hold  the  country.  He  was 
sent  first  to  Nueces,  which  the  Mexicans  said  was  the 
western  boundary  of  Texas.  Then  he  was  sent  nearly 
two  hundred  miles  further  west,  to  the  Rio  Grande, 
where  he  erected  batteries  which  commanded  the 
Mexican  city  of  Matamoras,  which  was  situated  on 
the  western  banks. 

The  anticipated  collision  soon  took  place,  and  war 
was  declared  against  Mexico  by  President  Polk.  The 
war  was  pushed  forward  by  Mr.  Polk's  administration 
with  great  vigor.  Gen.  Taylor,  whose  army  was  first 
called  one  of  "  observation,"  then  of  ''  occupation," 
then  of  ^'  invasion, "was  sent  forward  to  Monterey.  The 
feeble  Mexicans,  in  every  encounter,  were  hopelessly 
and  awfully  slaughtered.  The  day  of  judgement 
alone  can  reveal  the  misery  which  this  war  caused. 
It  v/as  by  the  ingenuity  of  Mr.  Polk's  administration 
that  the  war  was  brought  on. 

*  To  the  victors  belong  the  spoils."  Mexico  was 
prostrate  before  us.  Her  capital  was  in  our  hands. 
We  now  consented  to  peace  upon  the  condition  that 
Mexico  should  surrender  to  us,  in  addition  to  Texas, 
all  of  New  Mexico,  and  all  of  Upper  and  Lower  Cal- 
ifornia. This  new  demand  embraced,  exclusive  of 
Texas,  eight  hundred  thousand  square  miles.  This 
was  an  extent  of  territory  equal  to  nine  States  of  the 
size  of  New  York.  Thus  slavery  was  securing  eighteen 
majestic  States  to  be  added  to  the  Union.  There  were 
some  Americans  who  thought  it  all  right :  there  were 
others  who  thought  it  all  wrong.  In  the  prosecution 
of  this  war,  we  expended  twenty  thousand  lives  and 
more  than  a  hundred  million  of  dollars.  Of  this 
money  fifteen  millions  were  paid  to  Mexico. 

On  the  3d  of  March,  1849,  Mr.  Polk  retired  from 
office,  having  served  one  term.  The  next  day  was 
Sunday.  On  the  5th,  Gen.  Taylor  was  inaugurated 
as  his  successor.  Mr  Polk  rode  to  the  Capitol  in  the 
same  carriage  with  Gen.  Taylor;  and  the  same  even- 
ing, with  Mrs.  Polk,  he  commenced  his  return  to 
Tennessee.  He  was  then  but  fifty-four  years  of  age. 
He  had  ever  been  strictly  temperate  in  all  his  habits, 
and  his  health  was  good.  With  an  ample  fortune, 
a  choice  library,  a  cultivated  mind,  and  domestic  ties 
of  the  dearest  nature,  it  seemed  as  though  long  years 
of  tranquility  and  happiness  were  before  him.  But  the 
cholera— that  fearful  scourge— was  then  sweeping  up 
the  Valley  of  the  Mississippi.  This  he  contracted, 
and  died  on  the  15th  of  June,  1849,  in  the  fifty-fourth 
year  of  his  age,  greatly  mourned  by  his  countrymen. 
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ACHARY  TAYLOR,  twelfth 
President  of  the  United  States, 
^was  born  on  the  24th  of  Nov., 
_____  1784,  in  Orange  Co.,  Va.     His 

^2^^^SSa4    fathpr,    Colonel    Taylor,     was 
.^-^,ft^.»^ji.^^^    ^  Virginian  of  note,  and  a  dis- 
tinguished patriot  and  soldier  of 
the  Revolution.     When  Zachary 
was  an  infant,  his  father  with  his 
wife  and  two  children,  emigrated 
to  Kentucky,  where  he  settled  in 
the  pathless  wilderness,    a    few 
miles  from  Louisville.     In  this  front- 
<^^j    ier  home,  away  from  civilization  and 
all  its   refinements,   young  Zachary 
could  enjoy  but  few  social  and  educational  advan- 
tages.    When  six  years  of  age  he  attended  a  common 
school,  and  was  then  regarded  as  a  bright,  active  boy, 
cather  remarkable  for  bluntness  and  decision  of  char- 
acter     He  was  strong,  feailess  and   self-reliant,    and 
manifested  a  strong  desire  to  enter  the  army  to  fight 
the  Lidians  who  were  ravaging  the  frontiers.     There 
is  little  to  be  recorded  of  the  uneventful  years  of  his 
childhood  ou  his  father's  large  but  lonely  plantation. 
Li  1808,  his  father  succeeded  in  obtaining  for  hmi 
the  commission  of  Ueutenant  in    the   United  States 
army ;  and  he  joined  the  troops  which  were  stationed 
at  New  Orleans  under  Gen.  Wilkinson.     Soon   after 
this  he  married  Miss  Margaret  Smith,  a   young  lady 
from  one  of  the  first  families  of  Maryland. 

Lnmediately  after  the  declaration  of  war  with  Eng- 
land, in  18 12,  Capt.  Taylor  (for  he  had  then  been 
|)romoted  to  that  rank)  was  put  in  command  of  Fort 
Harrison,  on  the  Wabash,  about  fifty  miles  above 
Vincennes.  This  fort  had  been  built  in  the  wilder- 
ness by  Gen.  Harrison^on  his  march  to  Tippecanoe. 
It  was  one  of  the  first  points  of  attack  by  the  Indians, 
led  by  Tecumseh.     Its  garrison  consisted  of  a  broken 


company  of  infantry  numbering   fifty  men,   many  of 
whom  were  sick. 

Early  in  the  autumn  of  1812,  the  Indians,  stealthily, 
and  in  large  numbers,  moved  upon  the  fort.  Their 
approach  was  first  indicated  by  the  murder  of  two 
soldiers  just  outside  of  the  stockade.  Capt.  Taylor 
made  every  possible  preparation  to  meet  the  antici- 
pated assault.  On  the  4th  of  September,  a  band  of 
forty  painted  and  plumed  savages  came  to  the  fort, 
waving  a  white  flag,  and  informed  Capt.  Taylor  that 
in  the  morning  their  chief  would  come  to  have  a  talk 
with  him.  It  was  evident  that  their  object  was  merely 
to  ascertain  the  state  of  things  at  the  fort,  and  Capt. 
Taylor,  well  versed  in  the  wiles  of  the  savages,  kept 
them  at  a  distance. 

The  sun  went  down;  the  savages  disappeared,  the 
garrison  slept  upon  their  arms.  One  hour  before 
midnight  the  war-whoop  burst  from  a  thousand  lips 
in  the  forest  around,  followed  by  the  discharge  of 
musketry,  and  the  rush  of  the  foe.  Every  man,  sick 
and  well,  sprang  to  his  post.  Every  man  knew  that 
defeat  was  not  merely  death,  but  in  the  case  of  cap- 
ture, death  by  the  most  agonizing  and  prolonged  tor- 
ture. No  pen  can  describe,  no  immagination  can 
conceive  the  scenes  which  ensued.  The  savages  suc- 
ceeded in  setting  fire  to  one  of  the  block-houses- 
Until  six  o'clock  in  the  morning,  this  awful  conflict 
continued.  The  savages  then,  baffled  at  every  pohit, 
and  gnashing  their  teeth  with  rage,  retired.  Capt. 
Taylor,  for  this  gallant  defence,  was  promoted  to  the 
rank  of  major  by  brevet. 

Until  the  close  of  the  war.  Major  Taylor  was.i)laced 
in  such  situations  that  he  saw  but  little  more  of  active 
service.  He  was  sent  far  away  into  the  depths  of  the 
wilderness,  to  Fort  Crawford,  on  Fox  River,  which 
empties  into  Green  Bay.  Here  there  was  but  Uttle 
to  be  done  but  to  wear  away  the  tedious  hours  as  one 
best  could.     There  were  no  books,  no  society,  no  in- 
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tellectaal  stimulus.  Thus  with  him  the  uneventful 
years  rolled  on  Gradually  he  rose  to  the  rank  of 
colonel.  In  the  Black-Hawk  war,  which  resulted  in 
the  capture  of  that  renowned  chieftain,  Col  Taylor 
took  a  subordinate  but  a  brave  and  efficient  part. 

For  twenty-four  years  Col.  Taylor  was  engaged  in 
the  defence  of  the  frontiers,  in  scenes  so  remote,  and  in 
employments  so  obscure,  that  his  name  was  unknown 
beyond  the  limits  of  his  own  immediate  acquaintance. 
In  the  year  1836,  he  was  sent  to  Florida  to  comi3el 
the  Seminole  Indians  to  vacate  that  region  and  re- 
tire beyond  the  Mississippi,  as  their  chiefs  by  treaty, 
had  promised  they  should  do.  The  services  rendered 
here  secured  for  Col.  Taylor  the  high  appreciation  of 
the  Government;  and  as  a  reward,  he  was  elevated 
to  the  rank  of  brigadier-general  by  brevet ;  and  soon 
after,  in  May,  1838,  was  appointed  to  the  chief  com- 
mand of  the  United  States  troops  in  Florida. 

After  two  years  of  such  wearisome  employment 
amidst  the  everglades  of  the  peninsula.  Gen.  Taylor 
obtained,  at  his  own  request,  a  change  of  command, 
and  was  stationed  over  the  Department  of  the  South- 
west. This  field  embraced  Louisiana,  Mississippi, 
Alabama  and  Georgia.  Establishing  his  headquarters 
at  Fort  Jessup,  in  Louisiana,  he  removed  his  family 
to  a  plantation  which  he  purchased,  near  Baton  Rogue. 
Here  he  remained  for  five  years,  buried,  as  it  were, 
from  the  world,  but  faithfully  discharging  every  duty 
imposed  upon  him. 

In  1846,  Gen.  Taylor  was  sent  to  guard  the  land 
between  the  Nueces  and  Rio  Grande,  the  latter  river 
being  the  boundary  of  Texas,  which  was  then  claimed 
by  the  United  States.  Soon  the  war  with  Mexico 
was  brought  on,  and  at  Palo  Alto  and  Resaca  de  la 
Palma,  Gen.  Taylor  won  brilliant  victories  over  the 
Mexicans,  The  rank  of  major-general  by  brevet 
was  then  conferred  upon  Gen.  Taylor,  and  his  name 
was  received  with  enthusiasm  almost  everywhere  in 
the  Nation.  Then  came  the  battles  of  Monterey  and 
Buena  Vista  in  which  he  won  signal  victories  over 
forces  much  larger  than  he  commanded. 

His  careless  habits  of  dress  and  his  unaffected 
simplicity,  secured  for  Gen.  Taylor  among  his  troops, 
iho,  sobriquet  of  "Old  Rough  and  Ready.' 

Tne  tidings  of  the  brilliant  victory  of  Buena  Vista 
spread  the  wildest  enthusiasm  over  the  country.  The 
name  of  Gen.  Taylor  was  on  every  one's  lips.  The 
Whig  party  decided  to  take  advantage  of  this  wonder- 
ful popularity  in  bringing  forward  the  unpolished,  un- 
lettered, honest  soldier  as  their  candidate  for  the 
Presidency.  Gen.  Taylor  was  astonished  at  the  an- 
nouncement, and  for  a  time  would  not  listen  to  it;  de- 
rlaring  that  he  was  not  at  all  qualified  for  such  an 
office.  So  little  interest  had  he  taken  in  politics  that, 
for  forty  years,  he  had  not  cast  a  vote.  It  was  not 
without  chagrin  that  several  distinguished  statesmen 
who  had  been  long  years  in  the  public  service  found 
their  claims  set  aside  in  behalf  of  one  whose   name 
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had  never  been  heard  of,  save  in  connection  with  Palo 
Alto,  Resaca  de  la  Palma,  Monterey  and  Buena 
Vista.  It  is  said  that  Daniel  Webster,  in  his  haste  re- 
marked, *'  It  is  a  nomination  not  fit  to  be  made." 

Gen.  Taylor  was  not  an  eloquent  speaker  nor  a  fine 
writer  His  friends  took  possession  of  him,  and  pre- 
pared such  few  communications  as  it  was  needful 
should  be  presented  to  the  public.  The  popularity  of 
the  successful  warrior  swept  the  land.  He  was  tri- 
umphantly elected  over  two  opposing  candidates, — 
Gen.  Cass  and  Ex-President  Martin  Van  Buren. 
Though  he  selected  an  excellent  cabinet,  the  good 
old  man  found  himself  in  a  very  uncongenial  position, 
and  was,  at  times,  sorely  perplexed  and  harassed. 
His  mental  sufferings  were  very  severe,  and  probably 
tended  to  hasten  his  death.  The  pro-slavery  party 
was  pushing  its  claims  with  tireless  energy ,  expedi- 
tions were  fitting  out  to  capture  Cuba  ;  California  was 
pleading  for  admission  to  the  Union,  while  slavery 
stood  at  the  door  to  bar  her  out.  Gen.  Taylor  found 
the  political  conflicts  in  W^ashington  to  be  far  more 
trying  to  the  nerves  than  battles  with  Mexicans  or 
Indians. 

In  the  midst  of  all  these  troubles,  Gen.  Taylor, 
after  he  had  occupied  the  Presidential  chair  but  little 
over  a  year,  took  cold,  and  after  a  brief  sickness  of 
but  little  over  five  days,  died  on  the  9th  of  July,  1850. 
His  last  words  were,  *'I  am  not  afraid  to  die.  I  am 
ready.  I  have  endeavored  to  do  my  duty."  He  died 
universally  respected  and  beloved.  An  honest,  un- 
pretending man,  he  had  been  steadily  growing  in  the 
affections  of  the  people ;  and  the  Nation  bitterly  la- 
mented his  death. 

Gen.  Scott,  who  was  thoroughly  acquainted  with 
Gen.  Taylor,  gave  the  following  graphic  and  truthful 
description  of  his  character: — ^'  With  a  good  store  of 
common  sense,  Gen.  Taylor's  mind  had  not  been  en- 
larged and  refreshed  by  reading,  or  much  converse 
with  the  world.  Rigidity  of  ideas  was  the  conse- 
quence. The  frontiers  and  small  military  posts  had 
been  his  home.  Hence  he  was  quite  ignorant  for  his 
rank,  and  quite  bigoted  in  his  ignorance.  His  sim- 
plicity was  child-like,  and  with  innumerable  preju- 
dices, amusing  and  incorrigible,  well  suited  to  the 
tender  age.  Thus,  if  a  man,  however  respectable, 
chanced  to  wear  a  coat  of  an  unusual  color,  or  his  hat 
a  little  on  one  side  of  his  head;  or  an  officer  to  leave 
a  corner  of  his  handkerchief  dangling  from  an  out- 
side pocket, — in  any  such  case,  this  critic  held  the 
offender  to  be  a  coxcomb  (perhaps  something  worse), 
whom  he  would  not,  to  use  his  oft  repeated  phrase, 
*  touch  with  a  pair  of  tongs.' 

"Any  allusion  to  literature  beyond  good  old  Dil- 
worth's  spelling-book,  on  the  part  of  one  wearing  a 
sword,  was  evidence,  with  the  same  judge,  of  utter 
unfitness  for  heavy  marchings  and  combats.  In  short, 
few  men  have  ever  had  a  more  comfortable,  labor- 
saving   contempt   for  learnirg  of  every  kind." 
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ILLARD  FILLMORE,  thir- 
„    teenth  President  of  the  United 
^^  States,   was  born  at  Summer 
Hill,  Cayuga  Co.,   N.  Y  .,  on 
the  yth  of  January,  1800.  His 
father  was  a  farmer,  and  ow- 
ing to  misfortune,  in  humble  cir- 
cumstances.    Of  his  mother,  the 
daughter  of  Dr.  Abiathar  Millard, 
\    of  Pittsfield,  Mass.,  it   has  been 
said  that  she  [wssessed  an  inteUect 
of  very  high  order,  united  with  much 
personal  loveliness,  sweetness  of  dis- 
position, graceful  manners  and   ex- 
quisite sensibilities.      She   died   in 
1831 ;  having  lived  to  see  her  son  a 
young  man   of  distinguished    prom- 
ise, though  she  was  not  permitted  to  witness  the  high 
dignity  which  he  finally  attained. 

In  consequence  of  the  secluded  home  and  limited 
means  of  his  father,  Millard  enjoyed  but  slender   ad- 
vantages for  education  in  his  early  years.     The  com- 
mon schools,  which  he  occasionally  attended    were 
very  imperfect  institutions;   and   books  were   scarce 
and  expensive.     There  was  nothing  then  in  his  char- 
acter to  indicate  the  brilliant  career  uiwn  which   he 
was  about  to  enter.     He  was  a  plain    farmer's   boy; 
intelligent,  good-looking,  kind-hearted.     The  sacred 
influences  of  home  had  taught  him  to  revere  the  Bible, 
and  had  laid  the  foundations  of  an  upright  character. 
When    fourteen   years   of  age,   his  father   sent   him 
some  hundred  miles  from  home,  to  the  then  wilds  of 
Livingston  County,  to  learn  the   trade  of  a  clothier. 
Near  the  mi'l  there  was  a  small  viUiage,  where  some 


enterprising  man  had  commenced  the  collection  of  a 
village  library.  This  proved  an  inestimable  blessing 
to  young  Fillmore.  His  evenings  were  spent  in  read- 
ing Soon  every  leisure  moment  was  occupied  xMth 
books.  His  thirst  for  knowledge  became  insatiate ; 
and  the  selections  which  he  made  were  continually 
more  elevating  and  instructive.  He  read  history, 
biography,  oratory,  and  thus  gradually  there  was  en- 
kindled in  his  heart  a  desire  to  be  something  more 
than  a  mere  worker  with  his  hands;  and  he  was  be- 
coming, almost  unknown  to  himself,  a  well-informed, 
educated  man. 

The  young  clothier  had  now  attained  the  age   of 
nineteen  years,  and  was  of  fine  personal   appearance 
and  of  gendemanly  demeanor.     It  so  happened   that 
there  was  a  gentleman  m  the  neighborhood  of  ample 
pecuniary  means  and  of  benevolence,-Judge  Walter 
Wood,— who  was  struck  with  the  prepossessing   ap- 
pearance of  young  Fillmore.     He  made  his  acquaint- 
ance, and  was  so  much  impressed  with  his  abihty  and 
attainments    that  he  advised   him    to   abandon    his 
trade  and  devote  himself  to  the  study  of  the  law.  The 
young  man  replied,  that  he  had  no  means  of  his  own, 
ro  friends  to  help  him  and  that  his  previous  educa- 
tion had  been  very  imperfect.     But  Judge  Wood  had 
so  much  confidence  in  him  that  he  kindly  offered  to 
take  him  into  his  own  office,  and  to  loan  him  such 
money  as  he  needed.     Most  gratefully  the    generous 
offer  was  accepted. 

There  is  in  many  minds  a  strange  delusion  about 
a  collegiate  education.  A  young  man  is  supposed  to 
be  liberally  educated  if  he  has  graduated  at  some  col- 
lege. But  many  a  boy  loiters  through  university  halls 
Hud  then  enters  a  law  office,  who  is  by  no  means  as 
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well  prepared  to  prosecute  his  legal  studies  as  was 
Millard  Fillmore  when  he  graduated  at  the  clothing- 
mill  at  the  end  of  four  years  of  manual  labor,  during 
which  every  leisure  moment  had  been  devoted  to  in- 
tense mental  culture. 

In  1823,  when  twenty-three  years  of  age,  he  v/as 
admitted  to  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas.  He  then 
went  to  the  village  of  Aurora,  and  commenced  the 
practice  of  law.  In  this  secluded,  peaceful  region, 
his  practice  of  course  was  limited,  and  there  was  no 
opportunity  for  a  sudden  rise  in  fortune  or  in  fame. 
Here,  in  the  year  1826,  he  married  a  lady  of  great 
moral  worth,  and  one  capable  of  adorning  any  Station 
she  might  be  called  to  fill,— Miss  Abigail  Powers. 

His  elevation  of  character,  his  untiring  industry, 
his  legal  acquirements,  and  his  skill  as  an  advocate, 
gradually  attracted  attention ;  and  he  was  invited  to 
enter  into  partnership  under  highly  advantageous 
circumstances,  with  an  elder  member  of  the  bar  in 
Buffalo.  Just  before  removing  to  Buffalo,  in  1829, 
he  took  his  seat  in  the  House  of  Assembly,  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  as  a  representative  from  Erie 
County.  Though  he  had  never  taken  a  very  active 
part  in  pohtics,  his  vote  and  his  sympathies  were  with 
the  Whig  party.  The  State  was  then  Democratic, 
and  he  found  himself  in  a  helpless  minority  in  the 
Legislature  ,  still  the  testimony  comes  from  all  parties, 
that  his  courtesy,  ability  and  integrity,  won,  to  a  very 
unusual  degree  the  respect  of  his  associates. 

In  the  autumn  of  1832,  he  was  elected  to  a  seat  in 
the  United  States  Congress.  He  entered  that  troubled 
arena  in  some  of  the  most  tunmltuous  hours  of  our 
national  history.  The  great  conflict  respecting  the 
national  bank  and  the  removal  of  the  deposits,  was 
then  raging. 

His  term  of  two  years  closed  ;  and  he  returned  to 
his  profession,  which  he  pursued  with  increasing  rep- 
utation and  success.  -After  a  lapse  of  two  years 
he  again  became  a  candidate  for  Congress  ;•  was  re- 
elected, and  took  his  seat  in  1837.  His  past  expe- 
rience as  a  representative  gave  hmi  strength  and 
confidence.  The  first  term  of  service  in  Congress  to 
any  man  can  be  but  little  more  than  an  introduction. 
He  was  now  prepared  for  active  duty.  All  his  ener- 
gies were  brought  to  bear  upon  the  public  good.  Every 
measure  received  his  impress. 

Mr.  Fillmore  was  now  a  man  of  wide  repute,  and 
his  popularity  filled  the  State,  and  in  the  year  1847, 
he   was   elected  Comptroller  of    the   State. 
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Mr.  Fillmore  had  attained  the  age  of  forty-seven 
years.  His  labors  at  the  bar,  in  the  Legislature,  in 
Congress  and  as  Comptroller,  had  given  him  very  con- 
siderable fame.  The  Whigs  were  casting  about  to 
find  suitable  candidates  for  President  and  Vice-Presi- 
dent at  the  approaching  election.  Far  away,  on  the 
waters  of  the  Rio  Grande,  there  was  a  rough  old 
soldier,  who  had  fought  one  or  two  successful  battles 
with  the  Mexicans,  which  had  caused  his  name  to  be 
proclaimed  in  tiumpet-tones  all  over  the  land.  But 
it  was  necessary  to  associate  wuh  him  on  the  same 
ticket  some  man  of  reputation  as  a  statesman. 

Under  the  influence  of  these  considerations,  the 
namesofZachary  Taylor  and  Millard  Fillmore  became 
the  rallying-cry  of  the  Whigs,  as  their  candidates  for 
President  and  Vice-Peesident.  The  Whig  ticket  was 
signally  triumphant.  On  the  4th  of  March,  1849, 
Gen.  Taylor  was  inaugurated  President,  and  Millard 
Fillmore  Vice-President,  of  the  United  States. 

On  the  9th  of  July,  1850,  President  Taylor,  but 
about  one  year  and  four  months  after  his  inaugura- 
tion, was  suddenly  taken  sick  and  died.  By  the  Con- 
stitution, Vice-President  Fillmore  thus  became  Presi- 
dent. He  appointed  a  very  able  cabinet,  of  which 
the  illustrious  Daniel  Webster  was  Secretary  of  State. 
Mr.  Fillniore  had  very  serious  difficulties  to  contend 
with,  since  the  opposition  had  a  majority  in  both 
Houses.  He  did  everything  in  his  power  to  conciliate 
the  South ;  but  the  pro-slavery  party  in  the  South  felt 
the  inadequacy  of  all  measuresof  transient  conciliation. 
The  population  of  the  free  States  was  so  rapidly  in- 
creasing over  that  of  the  slave  States  that  it  was  in- 
evitable that  the  power  of  th\e  Government  should 
soon  pass  into  the  hands  of  the  free  States.  The 
famous  compromise  measures  were  adopted  under  Mr. 
Fillmcre's  adminstration,  and  the  Japan  Expedition 
was  sent  out.  On  the  4th  of  March,  1853,  Mr.  Fill- 
more, having  served  one  term,  retired. 

In  1856,  Mr.  Fillmore  was  nominated  for  the  Pres- 
idency by  the  "  Know  Nothing  "  party,  but  was  beaten 
by  Mr.  Buchanan.  After  that  Mr.  Fillmore  lived  in 
retirement.  During  the  terrible  conflict  of  civil  war, 
he  was  mostly  silent.  It  was  generally  supposed  that 
his  sympathies  were  rather  with  those  who  were  en- 
deavoring to  overthrow  our  institutions.  President 
Fillmore  kept  aloof  from  the  conflict,  without  any 
cordial  words  of  cheer  to  the  one  party  or  the  other. 
He  was  thus  forgotten  by  both.  He  lived  to  a  ripe 
old  age,  and  died  in  Bufl*alo.  N.  Y.,  March  8,    1874. 
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RANKLIN     PIERCE,   the 
fourteenth   President  of  the 

1^  United  States,  was  born  in 
Hillsborough,   N.    H.,    Nov. 
23,  1804.     His  father  was  a 
Revolutionary  soldier,   who, 
with   his   own    strong    arm, 
hewed   out  a   home   in '  the 
wilderness.     He  was  a  man 
of    inflexible    integrity;    of 
strong,  though   uncultivated 
mind,  and  an  uncompromis- 
ing Democrat.      The   mother  of 
Franklin  Pierce  was  all  that  a  son 
could  desire,— an  intelligent,  pru- 
dent, affectionate,  Christian  wom- 
an     Frankhn  was  the  sixth  of  eight  children. 

Franklin  was  a  very  bright  and  handsome  boy,  gen- 
erous, warm-hearted  and  brave.  He  won  alike  the 
love  of  old  and  young.  The  boys  on  the  play  ground 
loved  him.  His  teachers  loved  him.  The  neighbors 
looked  upon  him  with  pride  and  affection.  He  was 
by  instinct  a  gentleman;  always  speakmgkmd  words, 
doing  kind  deeds,  with  a  peculiar  unstudied  tact 
which  taught  him  what  was  agreeable.  Without  de- 
veloping any  precocity  of  genius,  or  any  unnatural 
devotion  to  books,  he  was  a  good  scholar;  m  body, 
in  mind,  in  affections,  a  finely-developed  boy. 

When  sixteen  years  of  age,  in  the  year  1820,  he 
entered  Bowdoin  College,  at  Brunswick,  Me  He  was 
one  of  the  most  popular  young  men  in  the  college. 
The  purity  of  his  moral  character,  the  unvarying 
courtesy  of  his  demeanor,  his  rank  as  a  scholar,  and 


genial  nature,  rendered  him  a  universal  favorite. 
There  was  something  very  peculiarly  winning  in  his 
address,  and  it  was  evidently  not  in  the  slightest  de- 
gree studied :  it  was  the  simple  outgushmg  of  his 
own  magnanimous  and  loving  nature. 

Upon  graduating,  in  the  year  1824,  FrankUn  Pierce 
commenced  the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of   Judge 
Woodbury,  one  of  the  most  distinguished  lawyers  of 
the  State,  and  a  man  of  great    private  worth.      The 
eminent   social  qualities   of  the   young  lawyer,   his 
father's  prominence  as  a  public  man,  and  the  brilliant 
political  career  into  which  Judge  Woodbury  was  en- 
tering, all  tended  to  entice  Mr.  Pierce  into  the   fac- 
nating  yet  perilous  path  of  political  life.      With    all 
the  ardor  of  his  nature  he  espoused  the  cause  of  Gen. 
Jackson  for  the   Presidency.      He  commenced   the 
practice  of  law  in  Hillsborough,  and  was  soon  elected 
to  represent  the  town  in  the  State  Legislature.     Here 
he  served  for  four  years.     The  last  two  years  he  was 
chosen  speaker  of  the  house  by  a  very  large  vote. 

In  18.33,  at  the  age  of  twenty-nine,  he  was  elected 
a  member  of  Congress.  Without  taking  an  active 
part  in  debates,  he  was  faithful  and  laborious  in  duty, 
and  ever  rising  in  the  estimation  of  those  with  whom 
he  was  associatad. 

In  1837,  being  then  but  thirty-three  years  of  age, 
he  was  elected  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States; 
taking  his  seat  just  as  Mr.  Van  Baren  commenced 
his  administration.  He  was  the  youngest  membenn 
the  Senate.  In  the  year  1834.  he  married  Miss  Jane 
Means  Appleton,  a  lady  of  rare  beauty  and  accom- 
plishments, and  one  admirably  fitted  to  adorn  every 
station  with  which  her  husband  was  honored.   Of  the 
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three  sons  who  were  born  to  them,  all  now  sleep  with 
their  parents  in  the  grave. 

In  the  year  1838,  Mr.  Pierce,  with  growing  fame 
and  increasing  business  as  a  lawyer,  took  up  his 
residence  in  Concord,  the  capital  of  New  Hampshire. 
President  Polk,  upon  his  accession  to  office,  appointed 
Mr.  Pierce  attorney-general  of  the  United  States;  but 
the  offer  was  declined,  in  consequence  of  numerous 
professional  engagements  at  home,  and  the  precariuos 
state  of  Mrs.  Pierce's  health.  Pie  also,  about  the 
same  time  declined  the  nomination  for  governor  by  the 
Democratic  party.  The  war  with  Mexico  called  Mr. 
Pierce  in  the  army.  Receiving  the  appointment  of 
brigadier-general,  he  embarked,  with  a  portion  of  his 
troops,  at  Newport,  R.  L,  on  the  27th  of  May,  1847. 
He  took  an  important  part  in  this  war,  proving  him- 
self a  brave  and  true  soldier. 

When  Gen.  Pierce  reached  his  home  in  his  native 
State,  he  was  received  enthusiastically  by  the  advo- 
cates of  the  Mexican  war,  and  coldly  by  his  oppo- 
nents. He  resumed  the  practice  of  his  profession, 
very  frequently  taking  an  active  part  in  political  ques- 
tions, giving  his  cordial  support  to  the  pro-slavery 
wing  of  the  Democratic  party.  The  compromise 
measures  met  cordially  with  his  approval ;  and  he 
strenuously  advocated  the  enforcement  of  the  infa- 
mous fugitive-slave  law,  which  so  shocked  the  religious 
sensibilities  of  the  North.  He  thus  became  distin- 
guished as  a  '^Northern  man  with  Southern  principles.'* 
The  strong  partisans  of  slavery  in  the  South  conse- 
quently regarded  him  as  a  man  whom  they  could 
safely  trust  in  office  to  carry  out  their  plans. 

On  the  1 2th  of  June,  1852,  the  Democratic  conven- 
tion met  in  Baltimore  to  nominate  a  candidate  for  the 
Presidency.  For  four  days  they  continued  in  session, 
and  in  thirty-five  ballotings  no  one  had  obtained  a 
two-thirds  vote.  Not  a  vote  thus  far  had  been  thrown 
for  Gen.  Pierce.  Then  the  Virginia  delegation 
brought  forward  his  name.  There  were  fourteen 
more  ballotings,  during  which  Gen.  Pierce  constantly 
gained  strength,  until,  at  the  forty-ninth  ballot,  he 
received  two  hundred  and  eighty-two  votes,  and  all 
other  candidates  eleven.  Gen.  Winfield  Scott  was 
the  Whig  candidate.  Gen.  Pierce  was  chosen  with 
great  unanimity.  Only  four  States — Vermont,  Mas- 
sachusetts, Kentucky  and  Tennessee — ^cast  their 
electoral  votes  against  him  Gen.  Franklin  Pieice 
was  therefore  inaugurated  President  of  the  United 
States   en    the  4th  of  March,    1853. 


His  administration  proved  one  of  the  most  stormy  our 
country  had  ever  experienced.  The  controversy  be- 
tween slavery  and  freedom  was  then  approaching  its 
culminating  point.  It  became  evident  that  there  was 
an  "irrepressible  conffict  "  between  them,  and  that 
this  Nation  could  not  long  exist  "  half  slave  and  half 
free."  President  Pierce,  during  the  whole  of  his  ad- 
ministration, did  every  thing  he  could  to  conciliate 
the  South  ;  but  it  was  all  in  vain.  The  conflict  every 
year  grew  more  violent,  and  threats  of  the  dissolution 
of  the  Union  were  borne  to  the  North  on  every  South- 
ern breeze. 

Such  was  the  condition  of  affairs  when  President 
Pierce  approached  the  close  of  his  four-years'*  term 
of  office.  The  North  had  become  thoroughly  alien- 
ated from  him.  The  anti-slavery  sentiment,  goaded 
by  great  outrages,  had  been  rapidly  increasing;  all 
the  intellectual  ability  and  social  worth  of  President 
Pierce  were  forgotten  in  deep  reprehension  of  his  ad- 
ministrative acts.  The  slaveholders  of  the  South,  also, 
unmindful  of  the  fidelity  with  which  he  had  advo- 
cated those  measures  of  Government  which  they  ap- 
proved, and  perhaps,  also,  feeling  that  he  had 
rendered  himself  so  unpopular  as  no  longer  to  be 
able  acceptably  to  serve  them,  ungratefully  dropped 
him,  and  nominated  James  Buchanan  to  succeed  him. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1857,  President  Pierce  re- 
tired to  his  home  in  Concord.  Of  three  children,  two 
had  died,  and  his  only  surviving  child  had  been 
killed  before  his  eyes  by  a  railroad  accident ;  and  his 
wife,  one  of  the  most  estimable  and  accomplished  of 
ladies,  was  rapidly  sinking  in  consumption.  The 
hour  of  dreadful  gloom  soon  came,  and  he  was  left 
alone  in  the  world,  without  wife  or  child. 

When  the  terrible  Rebellion  burst  forth,  which  di- 
vided our  country  into  two  parties,  and  two  only,  Mr. 
Pierce  remained  steadfast  in  the  principles  which  he 
had  always  cherished,  and  gave  his  sympathies  to 
that  pro-slavery  party  with  which  he  had  ever  been 
allied.  He  declined  to  do  anything,  either  by  voice 
or  pen,  to  strengthen  the  hand  of  the  National  Gov- 
ernment. He  continued  to  reside  in  Concord  until 
the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  in  October, 
1869.  He  was  one  of  the  most  genial  and  social  of 
men,  an  honored  communicant  of  the  Episcopal 
Church,  and  one  of  the  kindest  of  neighbors.  Gen- 
erous to  a  fault,  he  contributed  liberally  for  the  al- 
leviation of  suffering  and  want,  and  many  of  his  towns- 
people were  often  gladened  by  his  material   bounty, 
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abled  him  to  master  the  most  abstruse  subjects  with 

faciUty. 

In  the  year  1809,  he  graduated  with  the  highest 
honors  of  his  class.  He  was  then  eighteen  years  of 
age;  tall  and  graceful,  vigorous  in  health,  fond  of 
athletic  sport,  an  unerring  shot,  and  enlivened  with 
an  exuberant  flow  of  animal  spirits.  He  immediately 
commenced  the  study  of  law  in  the  city  of  Lancaster, 
and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1812,  when  he  was 
but  twenty-one  years  of  age.  Very  rapidly  he  rose 
in  his  profession,  and  at  once  took  undisputed  stand 
with  the  ablest  lawyers  of  the  State.  When  but 
twentv-six  years  of  age,  unaided  by  counsel,  he  suc- 
cessfully defended  before  the  State  Senate  one  of  tlie 
judges  of  the  State,  who  was  tried  upon  articles  of 
impeachment.  At  the  age  of  thirty  it  Avas  generally 
admitted  that  he  stood  at  the  head  of  the  bar;  and 
there  was  no  lawyer  in  the  State  who  had  a  more  lu- 
crative practice. 

In  1820,  he  reluctantly  consented  to  run  as  a 
candidate  for  Congress.  He  was  elected,  and  for 
ten  years  he  remained  a  member  of  the  Lower  House. 
During  the  vacations  of  Congress,  he  occasionally 
tried  some  important  case.  In  1831,  be  retired 
altogether  from  the  toils  of  his  profession,  having  ac- 
quired an  ample  fortune. 

Gen.  Jackson,  upon  his  elevation  to  the  Presidency, 
appointed  Mr.  Buchanan  minister  to  Russia.  The 
duties  of  his  mission  he  performed  with  ability,  which 
gave  satisfaction  to  all  parties.  Upon  his  return,  in 
1833,  he  was  elected  to  a  seat  in  the  United  States 
Senate.  He  there  met,  as  his  associates,  Webster, 
Clay,  Wright  and  Calhoun.  He  advocated  the  meas- 
ures'proposed  by  President  Jackson,  of  makmg  repn- 


AMES  BUCHANAN,  the  fif- 
.teenth  President  of  the  United 
States,   was  born    in    a    small 
^  ^    frontier  town,  at  the  foot  of  the 

^^^^^   eastern  ridge  of  the    Allegha- 
"^  nies,  in  Franklin  Co.,  Penn.,  on 

the  23d  of  April,  1791.  The  place 
where   the  humble   cabin   of  his 
father    stood    was     called     Stony 
^\    Batter.     It   was    a    wild    and   ro- 
mantic spot  in  a  gorge  of  the  moun- 
tains, with  towering  summits  rising 
grandly    all    around.       His    father 
was  a  native  of  the  north  of  Ireland ; 
a  poor  man,  who  had  emigrated  in 
1783,  with  litde   property   save    his 
own  strong  arms.     Five  years  afterwards  he   married 
Elizabeth  Spear,  the  daughter  of  a  respectable  farmer, 
and,  with  his  young  bride,    plunged  into   the  wilder- 
ness,  staked  his  claim,  reared  his   log-hut,   opened  a 
clearing  with  his  axe,  and  settled  down  there  to    per- 
form his  obscure  part  in  the  drama  of  life.    In  this  se- 
eluded  home,  where   James   was  born,  he    remained 
for  eight  years,  enjoying  but  few  social  or  intellectual 
advantages.     When  James  was  eight  years  of  age,  his 
father  removed  to  the  village  of  Mercersburg,  where 
his  son  was    placed    at    school,  and    commenced    a 
course  of  study  in  English,  Latin  and   Greek.       His 
progress  was  rapid,  and  at    the  age  of  fourteen,    he 
entered  Dickinson  College,  at  Carlisle.      Here  he  de- 
veloped remarkable  talent,  and  took  his  stand  among 
the  first  scholars  in  the  institution.     His  application 
r   to  study  was  intense,  and  yet  his  native  powers    en- 


•4i 


4- 


JAMES  BUCHANAN. 


A 


sals  against  France,  to  enforce  the  payment  of  our 
claims  against  that  country ;  and  defended  the  course 
of  the  President  in  his  unprecedented  and  wholesale 
removal  from  office  of  those  who  were  not  the  sup- 
porters of  his  administration.  Upon  this  question  he 
was  brought  into  direct  collision  with  Henry  Clay. 
He  also,  with  voice  and  vote,  advocated  expunging 
from  the  journal  of  the  Senate  the  vote  of  censure 
against  Gen.  Jackson  for  removing  the  deposits. 
Earnestly  he  opposed  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  and  urged  the  prohibition  of  the 
circulation  of  anti-slavery  documents  by  the  United 
States  mails. 

As  to  petitions  on  the  subject  of  slavery,  he  advo- 
cated that  they  should  be  respectfully  received;  and 
that  the  reply  should  be  returned,  that  Congress  had 
no  power  to  legislate  upon  the  subject.  ''  Congress," 
said  he,  "  might  as  well  undertake  to  interfere  with 
slavery  under  a  foreign  government  as  in  any  of  the 
States  where  it  now  exists." 

Upon  Mr.  Polk's  accession  to  the  Presidency,  Mr. 
Buchanan  became  Secretary  of  State,  and  as  such, 
took  his  share  of  the  responsibility  in  the  conduct  of 
the  Mexican  War.  Mr.  Polk  assumed  that  crossing 
the  Nueces  by  the  American  troops  into  the  disputed 
territory  was  not  wrong,  but  for  the  Mexicans  to  cross 
the  Rio  Grande  into  that  territory  was  a  declaration 
of  war.  No  candid  man  can  read  with  pleasure  the 
account  of  the  course  our  Government  pursued  in  that 
movement. 

Mr.  Buchanan  identified  himself  thoroughly  with 
the  party  devoted  to  the  perpetuation  and  extension 
of  slavery,  and  brought  all  the  energies  of  his  mind 
to  bear  against  the  Wilmot  Proviso.  He  gave  .  his 
cordial  approval  to  the  compromise  measures  of  1050, 
which  included  the  fugitive-slave  law.  Mr.  Pierce, 
upon  his  election  to  the  Presidency,  honored  Mr. 
Buchanan  with  the  mission  to  England. 

In  the  year  1856,  a  national  Democratic  conven- 
tion nominated  Mr.  Buchanan  for  the  Presidency.  The 
political  conflict  was  one  of  the  most  severe  in  which 
our  country  has  ever  engaged.  All  the  friends  of 
slavery  were  on  one  side;  all  the  advocates  of  its  re- 
striction and  final  abolition,  on  the  other.  Mr.  Fre- 
mont, the  candidate  of  the  enemies  of  slavery,  re- 
ceived H4  electoral  votes.  Mr.  Buchanan  received 
174,  and  was  elected.  The  popular  vote  stood 
1,340,618,  for  Fremont,  1,224,750  for  Buchanan.  On 
March   4th,    1857,  Mr.  Buchanan  was  inaugurated. 

Mr.  Buchanan  was  far  advanced  in  life.  Only  four 
years  were  wanting  to  fill  up  his  threescore  years  and 
ten.  His  own  friends,  those  with  w'hom  he  had  been 
allied  in  political  principles  and  action  for  years,  were 
seeking  the  destruction  of  the  Government,  that  they 
might  rear  upon  the  ruins  of  our  free  institutions  a 
nation  whose  corner-stone  should  be  human  slavery, 
tn  this  emerqjency,  Mr.  Buchanan  was  hopelessly  be- 
wildered     He  could  not,  with  hi§  long-avowed  prin- 
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ciples,  consistently  oppose  the  State-rights  party  in 
their  assumptions.  As  President  of  the  United  States, 
bound  by  his  oath  faithfully  to  administer  the  laws, 
he  could  not,  without  perjury  of  the  grossest  kind, 
unite  with  those  endeavoring  to  overthrow  the  repub- 
lic.    He  therefore  did  nothing. 

The  opponents  of  Mr.  Buchanan's  administration 
nominated  Abraham  Lmcoln  as  their  standard  bearer 
in  the  next  Presidential  canvass.  The  pro-slavery 
party  declared,  that  if  he  were  elected,  and  the  con- 
trol of  the  Government  were  thus  taken  from  their 
hands,  they  would  secede  from  the  Union,  taking 
with  them,  as  they  retired,  the  National  Capitol  at 
Washington,  and  the  hon's  share  of  the  territory  of 
the  United  States. 

Mr,  Buchanan's  sympathy  with  the  pro-slavery 
party  was  such,  that  he  had  been  willing  to  offer  them 
far  more  than  they  had  ventured  to  claim.  All  the 
South  had  professed  to  ask  of  the  North  was  non- 
intervention upon  the  subject  of  slavery.  Mr.  Bu- 
chanan had  been  ready  to  offer  them  the  active  co- 
operation of  the  Government  to  defend  and  extend 
the  institution. 

As  the  storm  increased  in  violence,  the  slaveholders 
claiming  the  right  to  secede,  and  Mr.  Buchanan  avow- 
ing that  Congress  had  no  power  to  prevent  it,  one  of 
the  most  pitiable  exhibitions  of  governmental  im- 
becility was  exhibited  the  world  has  ever  seen.  He 
declared  that  Congress  had  no  power  to  enforce  its 
laws  in  any  State  which  had  withdrawn,  or  which 
was  attempting  to  withdraw  from  the  Union.  This 
was  not  the  doctrine  of  Andrew  Jackson,  when,  with 
his  hand  upon  his  sword-hilt,  he  exclaimed,  "  The 
Union  must  and  shall  be  preserved!" 

South  Carolina  seceded  in  December,  i860;  nearly 
three  months  before  the  inauguration  of  President 
Lincoln.  Mr.  Buchanan  looked  on  in  listless  despair. 
The  rebel  flag  was  raised  in  Charleston:  Fort  Sumpter 
was  besieged;  our  forts,  navy-yards  and  arsenals 
were  seized ;  our  depots  of  military  stores  were  plun- 
dered ;  and  our  custom-houses  and  post-offices  were 
appropriated  by  the  rebels. 

The  energy  of  the  rebels,  and  the  imbecility  of  our 
Executive,  were  alike  marvelous.  The  Nation  looked 
on  in  agony,  waiting  for  the  slow  weeks  to  glide  away, 
and  close  the  administration,  so  terrible  in  its  weak- 
ness At  length  the  long-looked-for  hour  of  deliver- 
ance came,  when  Abraham  Lincoln  was  to  receive  the 
scepter. 

The  administration  of  Presidelit  Buchanan  was 
certainly  the  most  calamitous  our  country  has  ex- 
perienced. His  best  friends  cannot  recall  it  with 
pleasure.  And  still  more  deplorable  it  is  for  his  fame, 
that  in  that  dreadful  conflict  which  rolled  its  billows 
of  flame  and  blood  over  our  whole  land,  no  word  came 
from  his  lips  to  indicate  his  wish  that  our  country's 
banner  should  triimiph  over  the  flag  of  the  rebellion. 
He  died  at  his  Wheatland   retreat,   Jime    i,    1868. 
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BRAHAM    LINCOLN,    the 

sixteenth    President     of     the 
Jnited   States,   was   born    in 
Hardin    Co.,  Ky.,    Feb.     12, 
1 809.     About  the  year  1 7  80,  a 
man  by  the  name  of  Abraham 
Lincohi  left  Virginia  with  his 
family  and  moved,  into   the  then 
wilds  of  Kentucky.  Only  two  years 
after  this  emigration,  still  a   young 
man,  while  working  one  day  in  a 
field,  was  stealthily  approached  by 
an  Indian  and  shot  dead.  His  widow 
was  left  in  extreme  poverty  with  five 
litde  children,  three  boys  and   two 
girls.     Thomas,  the  youngest  o'f  the 
boys,  was  four  years  of  age    at  his 
father's  death.      This   Thomas  was 
the  father  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  the 
President    of    the     United    States 
whose  name  must   henceforth    fo-ever   be    enrolled 
with  the  most  prominent  in  the  annals  of  our  world. 
Of  course    no  record  has  been   kept   of  the.  life 
of  one  so  lowly  as  Thomas  Lincoln.     He  was  among 
the  poorest  of  the  poor.     His  home  was  a  wretched 
lo2-cabin;  his  food  the  coarsest    and   the    meanest 
Education  he  had  none;  he  could  never  either  read 
or  write.     As  soon  as  he  was  able  to  do  anything  for 
himself,  he  was  compelled  to  leave  the   cabin   of  his 
starving  mother,  and  push  out  into  the  world,  a  friend- 
less, wandering  boy,  seeking  work.      He  hired  him- 
self out,  and  thus  spent  the  whole  of  his  youth  as  a 
laborer  in  the  fields  of  others. 

When  twenty-eight  years  of  age  he  built  a  log- 
cabin  of  his  own,  and  married  Nancy  Hanks,  the 
daughter  of  another  family  of  poor  Kentucky  emi- 
m-ants,  who  had  also  come  from  Virginia.  Then- 
second  child  was  Abraham  Lincoln,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch.  The  mother  of  Abraham  was  a  noble 
woman,  gentle,  loving,  pensive,  created  to  adorn 
a  palace,  doomed  to  toil  and  pine,  and  die  m  a  hovel. 
*'  All  that  I  am,  or  hope  to  be,"  exclaims  the  grate- 
ful son  '* I  owe  to  my  angel-mother.  " 

When  he  was  eight  years  of  age,  his  father  sold  his 
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cabin  and  small  farm,  and  moved  to  Indiana.  Where 
two  years  later  his  mother  died. 

Abraham  soon  became  the  scribe  of  the  uneducated 
communitv  around  him.  He  could  not  have  had  a 
better  school  than  this  to  teach  him  to  put  thoughts 
into  words.  He  also  became  an  eager  reader.  1  he 
books  he  could  obtain  were  few ;  but  these  he  read 
and  re-read  until  they  were  almost  committed  to 
memory. 

As  the  years  rolled  on,  the  lot  of  this  lowly  family 
was  the  usual  lot  of  humanity.  There  were  joys  and 
griefs,  weddings  and  funerals.  Abrahams  sister 
Sarah,  to  whom  he  was  tenderly  attached,  was  mar- 
ried when  a  child  of  but  fourteen  years  of  age,  and 
soon  died.  Thefamily  was  gradually  scattered.  Mr. 
Thomas  Lincoln  sold  out  his  squatter's  claim  m  1830, 
and  emigrated  to  Macon  Co.,  III. 

Abraham  Lincoln  was  then  twenty-one  years  of  age. 
With  vigorous  hands  he  aided  his  father  m  rearing 
another  log-cabin.  Abraham  worked  diligently  at  this 
until  he  saw  the  family  comfortably  settled,  and  their 
small  lot  of  enclosed  prairie  planted  with  corn,  when 
he  announced  to  his  father  his  intention  to  leave 
home,  and  to  go  out  into  the  world  and  seek  his  for- 
tune Litde  did  he  or  his  friends  imagine  how  bril- 
liant that  fortune  was  to  be.  He  saw  the  value  of 
education,  and  was  intensely  earnest  to  improve  his 
mind  to  the  utmost  of  his  power.  He  saw  the  rum 
which  ardent  spirits  were  causing,  and  became 
strictly  temperate;  refusing  to  allow  a  drop  of  intoxi- 
cating Hquor  to  pass  his  lips.  And  he  had  read  in 
God's  word,  ''  Thou  shalt  not  take  the  name  of  the 
Lord  thv  God  in  vain ;"  and  a  profane  expression  he 
was  never  heard  to  utter.  Religion  he  revered  His 
morals  were  pure,  and  he  was  uncontaminated  by  a 
single  vice. 

Young  Abraham  worked  for  a  time  as  a  hired  laborer 
among  the  farmers.  Then  he  went  to  Springfield, 
where  he  was  employed  in  building  a  large  flat-boat. 
In  this  he  took  a  herd  of  swine,  floated  them  down 
the  Sangamon  to  the  Illinois,  and  thence  by  the  Mis- 
sissippi to  New  Orleans.  Whatever  Abraham  Lin- 
coin  undertook,  he  performed  so  faithfully  as  to  give 
great  satisfaction  to  his  employers.      In  this  advcn- 
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tLire  his  employers  were  so  well  pleased,  that  upon 
his  return  tney  placed  a  store  and  mill  under  his  care. 

In  1832,  at  the  outbreak  of  the  Black  Hawk  war,  he 
enlisted  and  was  chosen  captain  of  a  company.  He 
returned  to  Sangamon  County,  and  although  only  23 
years  of  age,  was  a  candidate  for  the  Legislature,  but 
was  defeated.  He  soon  after  received  from  Andrew 
Jackson  the  appointment  of  Postmaster  of  New  Salem, 
His  only  post-office  was  his  hat.  All  the  letters  he 
received  he  carried  there  ready  to  deliver  to  those 
he  chanced  to  meet.  He  studied  surveying,  and  soon 
made  this  his  business.  In  1834  he  again  became  a 
candidate  for  the  Legislature,  and  was  elected  Mr. 
Stuart,  of  Springfield,  advised  him  to  study  law.  He 
walked  from  New  Salem  to  Springfield,  borrowed  of 
Mr.  Stuart  a  load  Of  books,  carried  them  back  and 
began  his  legal  studies.  When  the  Legislature  as- 
sembled he  trudged  on  foot  with  his  pack  on  his  back 
one  hundred  miles  to  Vandalia,  then  the  capital.  In 
1836  he  was  re-elected  to  the  Legislature.  Here  it 
was  he  first  met  Stephen  A.  Douglas.  In  1839  he  re- 
moved to  Springfield  and  began  the  practice  of  law. 
His  success  with  the  jury  was  so  great  that  he  was 
soon  engaged  in  almost  every  noted  case  in  the  circuit. 

In  1854  the  great  discussion  began  between  Mr. 
Lincoln  and  Mr.  Douglas,  on  the  slavery  question. 
In  the  organization  of  the  Republican  party  in  Ilhnois, 
in  1856,  he  took  an  active  part,  and  at  once  became 
one  of  the  leaders  in  that  party.  Mr.  Lincoln's 
speeches  in  opposition  to  Senator  Douglas  in  the  con- 
test in  1858  for  a  seat  in  the  Senate,  form  a  most 
notable  part  of  his  history.  The  issue  was  on  the 
^Javery  question,  and  he  took  the  broad  ground  of 
:he  Declaration  of  Independence,  that  all  men  are 
created  equal.  Mr.  Lincoln  was  defeated  in  this  con- 
test, but  won  a  far  higher   prize. 

The  great  Republican  Convention  met  at  Chicago 
on  the  1 6th  of  June,  i860.  The  delegates  and 
strangers  who  crowded  the  city  amounted  to  twenty- 
five  thousand.  An  immense  building  called  "The 
Wigwam,"  was  reared  to  accommodate  the  Conven- 
tion. There  were  eleven  candidates  for  whom  votes 
were  thrown.  WiUiam  H  Seward,  a  man  whose  fame 
as  a  statesman  had  long  filled  the  land,  was  the  most 
orominent.  It  was  generally  supposed  he  would  be 
the  nominee.  Abraham  Lincoln,  however,  received 
the  nomination  on  the  third  ballot.  Little  did  he  then 
dream  of  the  weary  years  of  toil  and  care,  and  the 
bloody  death,  to  which  that  nomination  doomed  him : 
and  as  little  did  he  dream  that  he  was  to  render  services 
to  his  country,  which  would  fix  upon  him  the  eyes  of 
the  whole  civilized  world,  and  which  would  give  him 
aplaceinthe  affections  of  his  countrymen,  second 
only,  if  second,  to  that  of  Washington. 

Election  day  came  and  Mr.  Lincoln  received  180 
electoral  votes  out  of  203  cast,  and  was,  therefore, 
constitutionally  elected  President  of  the  United  States. 
The  tirade  of  ^buse  that  was  poured  upon  this    good 
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and  merciful  man,  especially  by  the  slaveholders,  was 
greater  than  upon  any  other  man  ever  elected  to  this 
high  position.  In  February,  186 1,  Mr.  Lincoln  started 
for  Washington,  stopping  in  all  the  large  cities  on  his 
way  making  speeches.  The  \yhole  journey  was  frought 
with  much  danger.  Many  of  the  Southern  States  had 
already  seceded,  and  several  attempts  at  assassination 
were  afterwards  brought  to  light.  A  gang  in  Balti- 
more had  arranged,  upon  his  arrival  to  "get  up  a  row," 
and  in  the  confusion  to  make  sure  of  his  death  with 
revolvers  and  hand-grenades.  A  detective  unravelled 
the  plot.  A  secret  and  special  train  was  provided  to 
take  him  from  HarrisL^urg,  through  Baltimore,  at  an 
unexpected  hour  of  the  night.  The  train  started  at 
half-past  ten  ;  and  to  prevent  ai.y  possible  communi- 
cation on  the  part  ot  the  Secessionists  with  their  Con- 
federate gang  in  Baltimore,  as  soon  as  the  train  had 
started  the  telegraph-wires  were  cut.  Mr.  Lincoln 
reached  Washington  in  safety  and  was  inaugurated, 
although  great  anxiety  was  felt  by  all  loyal  people. 

In  the  selection  of  his  cabinet  Mr.  Lincoln  gave 
to  Mr.  Seward  the  Department  of  State,  and  to  other 
prominent  opponents  before  the  convention  he  gave 
inn3ortant  positions. 

During  no  other  administration  have  the  duties 
devolving  upon  the  President  been  so  manifold,  and 
the  responsibilities  so  great,  as  those  which  fell  to 
the  lot  of  President  Lincoln.  Knowing  this,  and 
feeling  his  own  weakness  and  inability  to  meet,  and  in 
his  own  strength  to  cope  with,  the  difficulties,  he 
learned  early  to  seek  Divine  wisdom  and  guidance  in 
determining  his  plans,  and  Divine  comfort  in  all  his 
trials,  bo^h  personal  and  national  Contrary  to  his 
own  estimate  of  himself,  Mr.  Lincoln  was  one  of  the 
most  courageous  of  men.  He  went  directly  into  the 
rebel  capital  just  as  the  retreating  foe  was  leaving, 
with  no  guard  but  a  few  sailors.  From  the  time  he 
had  left  Springfield,  in  1861,  however,  plans  liad  been 
made  for  his  assassination, and  he  at  last  fell  a  victim 
to  one  of  them.  April  14,  1865,  he,  with  Gen.  Grant, 
was  urgently  invited  to  attend  Fords'  Theater.  It 
was  announced  that  they  would  be  present.  Gen. 
Grant,  however,  left  the  city.  President  Lincoln,  feel- 
ing, with  his  characteristic  kindliness  of  heart,  that 
it  would  be  a  disappointment  if  he  should  fail  them, 
very  reluctantly  consented  to  go.  While  listening  to 
the  play  an  actor  by  the  name  of  John  AVilkes  Booth 
entered  the  box  where  the  President  5.nd  family  were 
seated,  and  fired  a  bullet  into  his  brains.  He  died  the 
next  morning  at  seven  o'clock. 

Never  before,  in  the  history  of  the  world  was  a  nation 
plunged  into  such  deep  grief  by  the  death  of  its  ruler. 
Strong  men  met  in  the  streets  and  wept  in  speechless 
anguish.  It  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  a  nation  was 
in  tears.  His  was  a  life  which  will  fitly  become  a 
model.  His  name  as  the  savior  of  his  country  will 
live  with  that  of  Washington's,  its  father;  hiscountry- 
men  being  unable  to  decide   which  is   the  sfreater. 
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NDREW  JOHNSON,  seven- 
teenth President  of  the  United 
States.  The  early  hfe  of 
Andrew  Johnson  contains  but 
^i>  the  record  of  poverty,  destitu- 
tion and  friendlessness.  He 
was  born  December  29,  180S, 
in  Raleigh,  N.  C.  His  parents, 
belonging  to  the  class  ol  the 
"poor  whites  "  of  the  South,  were 
in  such  circumstances,  that  they 
could  not  confer  even  tne  slight- 
est advantages  of  education  \\\)0\\ 
their  child.  When  Andrew  was  five 
years  of  age,  his  father  accidentally 
lost  his  Ufe  while  herorically  endeavoring  to  save  a 
friend  from  drowning.  Until  ten  years  of  age,  Andrew 
was  a  ragged  boy  about  the  streets,  supported  by  the 
labor  of  his  mother,  who  obtained  her  living  with 
her  own  hands. 

He  then,  having  never  attended  a  school  one  day, 
and  being  unable  either  to  read  or  write,  was  ap- 
prenticed to  a  tailor  in  his  native  town.  A  gendeman 
was  in  the  habit  of  going  to  the  tailor's  shop  occasion- 
ally, and  reading  to  the  boys  at  work  there.  He  often 
read  from  the  speeches  of  disUnguished  British  states- 
men. Andrew,  who  was  endowed  with  a  mind  of  more 
than  ordinary  native  ability,  became  much  interested 
in  these  speeches ;  his  ambition  was  roused,  and  he 
was  inspired  with  a  strong  desire  to  learn  to  read. 

He  accordingly  applied  himself  to  the  alphabet,  and 
with  the  assistance  of  some  of  his  fellow-workmen, 
learned  his  letters.  He  then  called  upon  the  gentle- 
man to  borrow  the  book  of  speeches.      The  owner, 


pleased  with  his  zeal,  not  only  gave  him  the  book, 
but  assisted  him  in  learning  to  combine  the  letters 
into  words.  Under  such  difficulties  he  pressed  on- 
ward laboriously,  spending  usually  ten  or  twelve  hours 
at  work  in  the  shop,  and  then  robbing  himself  of  rest 
and  recreation  to  devote  such  time  as  he  could  to 
reading. 

He  went  to  Tennessee  in  1826,  and  located  at 
Greenville,  where  he  married  a  young  lady  who  pes- 
sessed  some  education.  Under  her  instructions  he 
learned  to  write  and  cipher.  He  became  prominent 
in  the  village  debating  society,  and  a  favorite  with 
the  students  of  Greenville  College.  In  1828,  he  or- 
ganized a  working  man's  party,  which  elected  him 
alderman,  and  in  1830  elected  him  mayor,  which 
position  he  held  three  years. 

He  now  began  to  take  a  lively  interest  in  poliucal 
affairs;  identifying  himself  with  the  working-classes, 
to  which  he  belonged.  In  1835,  he  was  elected  a 
member  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  Tennes- 
see. He  was  then  just  twenty-seve[i  years  of  age. 
He  became  a  very  active  member  of  the  legislature, 
gave  his  adhesion  to  the  Democratic  party,  and  in 
1840  "stumped  the  State,"  advocating  Martin  Van 
Buren's  claims  to  the  Presidency,  in  opposition  to  those 
of  Gen.  Harrison.  In  this  campaign  he  acquired  much 
readiness  as  a  speaker,  and  extended  and  increased 
his  reputation. 

In  1841,  he  was  elected  State  Senator;  in  1843,  he 
was  elected  a  member  of  Congress,  and  by  successive 
elections,  held  that  important  post  for  ten  years.  In 
1853,  he  was  elected  Governor  of  Tennessee,  and 
was  re-elected  in  1855.  In  all  these  resi)onsible  posi^ 
tions,  he  discharged  his  duties  with  distinguished  abil^ 
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ity,  and  proved  himself  the  warm  friend  of  the  work- 
ing classes.  In  1857,  Mr.  Johnson  was  elected 
United  States  Senator. 

Years  before,  in  1845,  he  had  warmly  advocated 
the  annexation  of  Texas,  stating  however,  as  his 
reason,  that  he  thought  this  annexation  would  prob- 
ably prove  "  to  be  the  gateway  out  of  which  the  sable 
sons  of  Africa  are  to  pass  from  bondage  to  freedom, 
and  become  merged  in  a  population  congenial  to 
themselves."  In  1850,  he  also  supported  the  com- 
promise measures,  the  two  essential  features  of  which 
were,  that  the  white  people  of  the  Territories  should 
be  permitted  to  decide  for  themselves  whether  they 
would  enslave  the  colored  people  or  not,  and  that 
the  free  States  of  the  North  should  return  to  the 
South  persons  who  attempted  to  escape  from  slavery. 

Mr.  Johnson  was  neverashamedof  his  lowly  origin: 
on  the  contrary,  he  often  took  pride  in  avowing  that 
he  owed  his  distinction  to  his  own  exertions.  "Sir," 
said  he  on  the  floor  of  the  Senate,  "  I  do  not  forget 
that  I  am  a  mechanic ;  neither  do  I  forget  that  Adam 
was  a  tailor  and  sewed  fig-leaves,  and  that  our  Sav- 
ior was  the  son  of  a  carpenter." 

In  the  Charleston- Baltimore  convention  of  i8bo,  ne 
ivas  the  choice  of  the  Tennessee  Democrats  for  the 
Presidency.  In  1861,  when  the  purpose  of  the  South- 
ern Democracy  became  apparent,  he  took  a  decided 
stand  in  favor  of  the  Union,  and  held  that  "  slavery 
must  be  held  subordinate  to  the  Union  at  whatever 
cost."  He  returned  to  Tennessee,  and  repeatedly 
imperiled  his  own  life  to  protect  the  Unionists  of 
Tennesee.  Tennessee  having  seceded  from  the 
Union,  President  Lincoln,  on  March  4th,  1862,  ap- 
pointed him  Military  Governor  of  the  State,  and  he 
established  the  most  stringent  military  rule.  His 
numerous  proclamations  attracted  wide  attention.    In 

1864,  he  was  elected  Vice-President  of  the  United 
States,  and  upon  the  death  of  Mr.  Lincoln,  April   15, 

1865,  became  President.  In  a  speech  two  days  later 
he  said,  "  The  American  people  must  be  taught,  if 
fhey  do  not  already  feel,  that  treason  is  a  crime  and 
must  be  punished;  that  the  Government  will  not 
always  bear  with  its  enemies ;  that  it  is  strong  not 
only  to  protect,  but  to  punish.  *  *  The  people 
must  understand  that  it  (treason)  is  the  blackest  of 
crimes,  and  will  surely  be  punished."  Yet  his  whole 
administration,  the  history  of  which  is  so  well  known, 
was  in  utter  inconsistency  with,  and  the  most  violent 


opposition  to,  the  principles  laid  down  in  that  speech. 

In  his  loose  policy  of  reconstruction  and  general 
amnesty,  he  was  opposed  by  Congress ;  and  he  char- 
acterized Congress  as  a  new  rebellion,  and  lawlessly 
defied  it,  in  everything  possible,  to  the  utmost.  In 
the  beginning  of  1868,  on  account  of  "high  crimes 
and  misdemeanors,"  the  principal  of  which  was  the 
removal  of  Secretary  Stanton,  in  violation  of  the  Ten- 
ure of  Ofifice  Act,  articles  of  impeachment  were  pre- 
ferred against  him,  and  the    trial   began    March   23. 

It  was  very  tedious,  continuing  for  nearly  three 
months.  A  test  article  of  the  impeachment  was  at 
length  submitted  to  the  court  for  its  action.  It  was 
certain  that  as  the  court  voted  upon  that  article  so 
would  it  vote  upon  all.  Thirty-four  voices  pronounced 
the  President  guilty.  As  a  two-thirds  vote  was  neces- 
sary to  his  condemnation,  he  was  pronounced  ac- 
quitted, notwithstanding  the  great  majority  against 
him.  The  change  of  one  vote  from  the  not  guilty 
side  w^ould  have  sustained  the  impeachment. 

The  President,  for  the  remainder  of  his  term,  was 
but  little  regarded.  He  continued,  though  impotently, 
his  conflict  with  Congress.  His  own  party  did  not 
think  it  expedient  to  renominate  him  for  the  Presi- 
dency. The  Nation  rallied,  with  enthusiasm  unpar- 
alleled since  the  days  of  Washington,  around  the  name 
of  Gen.  Grant.  Andrew  Johnson  was  forgotten. 
The  bullet  of  the  assassin  introduced  him  to  the 
President's  chair.  Notwithstanding  this,  never  was 
there  presented  to  a  man  a  better  opportunity  to  im- 
mortahze  his  name,  and  to  win  the  gratitude  of  a 
nation.  He  failed  utterly.  He  retired  to  his  home 
in  Greenville,  Tenn.,  taking  no  very  active  part  in 
politics  until  1875.  On  Jan.  26,  after  an  exciting 
struggle,  he  was  chosen  by  the  Legislature  of  Ten- 
nessee, United  States  Senator  in  the  forty-fourth  Con- 
gress, and  took  his  seat  in  that  body,  at  the  special 
session  convened  by  President  Grant,  on  the  5th  of 
March.  On  the  27th  of  July,  1875,  the  ex-President 
made  a  visit  to  his  daughter's  home,  near  Carter 
Station,  Tenn.  When  he  started  on  his  journey,  he  was 
apparently  in  his  usual  vigorous  health,  but  on  reach- 
ing the  residence  of  his  child  the  following  day,  was 
stricken  with  paralysis,  rendering  him  unconscious. 
He  rallied  occasionally,  but  finally  passed  away  at 
2  A.M.,  July  31,  aged  sixty-seven  years.  His  fun- 
eral was  attended  at  Geenville,  on  the  3d  of  August, 
with  every  demonstratign  of  respect 


(^>^^ 


t 


B-^^ 


EIGHTEENTH  PRESIDENT 


87  ii 


Qj^C^  (>^^^^9>^F\^'' 


LYSSES  S.  GRANT,  the 
eighteenth  President  of  the 
i?>  United  States,  was  born  on 
If  the  29th  of  April,  1822,  of 
4  Christian  parents,  in  a  humble 
home,  at  Point  Pleasant,  on  the 
banks  of  the  Ohio.  Shortly  after 
his  father  moved  to  George- 
town, Brown  Co.,  O.  In  this  re- 
mote frontier  hamlet,  Ulysses 
received  a  common-school  edu- 
cation. At  the  age  of  seven- 
teen, in  the  year  1839,  he  entered 
the  Military  Academy  at  West 
(  Point.  Here  he  was  regarded  as  a 
solid,  sensible  young  man  of  fair  abilities,  and  of 
sturdy,  honest  character.  He  took  respectable  rank 
as  a  scholar.  In  June,  1843,  he  graduated,  about  the 
middle  in  his  class,  and  was  sent  as  lieutenant  of  in- 
fantry to  one  of  the  distant  military  posts  in  the  Mis- 
souri Territory.  Two  years  he  past  in  these  dreary 
solitudes,  watching  the  vagabond  and  exasperating 
Indians. 

The  war  with  Mexico  came.  Lieut.  Grant  was 
sent  with  his  regiment  to  Corpus  Christi.  His  first 
battle  was  at  Palo  Alto.  There  was  no  chance  here 
for  the  exhibition  of  either  skill  or  heroism,  nor  at 
Resacade  la  Palma,  his  second  battle.  At  the  battle 
of  Monterey,  his  third  engagement,  it  is  said  that 
he  performed  a  signal  service  of  daring  and  skillful 
horsemanship.  His  brigade  had  exhausted  its  am- 
munition. A  messenger  must  be  sent  for  more,  along 
a  route  exposed  to  the  bullets  of  the  foe.  Lieut. 
Grant,  adopting  an  expedient  learned  of  the  Indians, 
grasped  the  mane  of  his  horse,  and  hanging  upon  one 
side  of  the  anin^l,  ran  the  gauntlet  in  entire  safety. 


From  Monterey  he  was  sent,  with  the  fourth  infantry, 
10  aid  Gen.  Scott,  at  the  siege  of  Vera  Cruz.  In 
preparation  for  the  march  to  the  city  of  Mexico,  he 
was  appointed  quartermaster  of  his  regiment.  At  the 
battle  of  Molino  del  Rey,  he  was  promoted  to  a 
first  lieutenancy,  and  was  brevetted  captain  at  Cha- 
pultepec. 

At  the  close  of  the  Mexican  War,  Capt.  Grant  re- 
turned with  his  regiment  to  New  York,  and  was  again 
sent  to  one  of  the  military  posts  on  the  frontier.  The 
discovery  of  gold  in  California  causing  a4i  immense 
tide  of  emigration  to  flow  to  the  Pacific  shores,  Capt. 
Grant  was  sent  with  a  battalion  to  Fort  Dallas,  in 
Oregon,  for  the  protection  of  the  interests  of  the  im- 
migrants. Life  was  wearisome  in  those  wilds.  Capt. 
Grant  resigned  his  commission  and  returned  to  the 
States;  and  having  married,  entered  upon  the  cultiva- 
tion of  a  small  farm  near  St.  Louis,  Mo.  He  had  but 
little  skill  as  a  farmer.  Finding  his  toil  not  re- 
munerative, he  turned  to  mercantile  life,  entering  into 
the  leather  business,  with  a  younger  brother,  at  Ga- 
lena, 111.  This  was  in  the  year  i860.  As  the  tidings 
of  the  rebels  firing  on  Fort  Sumpter  reached  the  ears 
of  Capt.  Grant  in  his  counting-room,  he  said, — 
"Uncle  Sam  has  educated  me  for  the  army;  though 
I  have  served  him  through  one  war,  I  do  not  feel  that 
I  have  yet  repaid  the  debt.  I  am  still  ready  to  discharge 
my  obligations.  I  shall  therefore  buckle  on  my  sword 
and  see  Uncle  Sam  through  this  war  too." 

He  went  into  the  streets,  raised  a  company  of  vol- 
unteers, and  led  them  as  their  captain  to  Springfield, 
the  capital  of  the  State,  where  their  services  were 
offered  to  Gov.  Yates.  The  Governor,  impressed  by 
the  zeal  and  straightforward  executive  ability  of  Capt. 
Grant,  gave  him  a  desk  in  his  office,  to  assist  in  the 
volunteer  organization  that  was  being  formed  in  the 
State  in  behalf  of  the  Government.     On  the  15th  of 
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June,  1 86 1,  Capt.  Grant  received  a  commission  as 
Colonel  of  the  Twenty-first  Regiment  of  Illinois  Vol- 
unteers. His  merits  as  a  West  Point  graduate,  who 
had  served  for  15  years  in  the  regular  army,  were  such 
that  he  was  soon  promoted  to  the  rank  of  Brigadier- 
General  and  was  placed  in  command  at  Cairo.  The 
rebels  raised  their  banner  at  Paducah,  near  the  mouth 
of  the  Tennessee  River.  Scarcely  had  its  folds  ap- 
peared in  the  breeze  ere  Gen.  Grant  was  there.  The 
rebels  fled.  Their  banner  fell,  and  the  star  and 
stripes  were  unfurled  in  its  stead. 

He  entered  the  service  with  great  determination 
and  immediately  began  active  duty.  This  was  the  be- 
ginning, and  until  the  surrender  of  Lee  at  Richmond 
he  was  ever  pushing  the  enemy  with  great  vigor  and 
effectiveness.  At  Belmont,  a  few  days  later,  he  sur- 
prised and  routed  the  rebels,  then  at  Fort  Henry 
won  another  victory.  Then  came  the  brilHant  fight 
at  Fort  Donelson.  The  nation  was  electrified  by  the 
victory,  and  the  brave  leader  of  the  boys  in  blue  was 
immediately  made  a  Mnjor-General,  and  the  military 
district  of  Tennessee  was  assigned  to  him. 

Like  all  great  captains,  Gen.  Grant  knew  well  how 
to  secure  the  results  of  victory.  He  immediately 
pushed  on  to  the  enemies'  lines.  Then  came  the 
terrible  battles  of  Pittsburg  Landing,  Corinth,  and  the 
siege  of  Vicksburg,  where  Gen.  Pemberton  made  an 
unconditional  surrender  of  the  city  with  over  thirty 
thousand  men  and  one-hundred  and  seventy-two  can- 
non. The  fall  of  Vicksburg  was  by  far  the  most 
severe  blow  which  the  rebels  had  thus  fat  encountered, 
and  opened  up  the  Mississippi  from  Cairo  to  the  Gulf. 

Gen,  Grant  was  next  ordered  to  co-operate  with 
Qitw.  Banks  in  a  movement  upon  Texas,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  New  Orleans,  where  he  was  thrown  from 
his  horse,  and  received  severe  injuries,  from  which  he 
was  laid  up  for  months.  He  then  rushed  to  the  aid 
of  Gens.  Rosecrans  and  Thomas  at  Chattanooga,  and 
by  a  wonderful  series  of  strategic  and  technical  meas- 
ures put  the  UnionArmy  infighting  condition.  Then 
followed  the  bloody  battles  at  Chattanooga,  Lookout 
Mountain  and  Missionary  Ridge,  in  which  the  rebels 
were  routed  with  great  loss.  This  won  for  him  un- 
bounded praise  in  the  North.  On  the  4th  of  Febru- 
ary, 1864,  Congress  revived  the  grade  of  lieutenant- 
general,  and  the  rank  was  conferred  on  Gen.  Grant. 
He  repaired  to  Washington  to  receive  his  credentials 
and  enter  upon  the  duties  of  his  new  office. 


Gen.  Grant  decided  as  soon  as  he  took  charge  of 
the  army  to  concentrate  the  widely-dispersed  National 
troops  for  an  attack  upon  Richmond,  the  nominal 
capital  of  the  Rebellion,  and  endeavor  there  to  de- 
stroy the  rebel  armies  which  would  be  promptly  as- 
sembled from  all  quarters  for  its  defence.  The  whole 
continent  seemed  to  tremble  under  the  tramp  of  these 
majestic  armies,  rushing  to  the  decisive  battle  field. 
Steamers  were  crowded  with  troops.  Railway  trains 
were  burdened  with  closely  packed  thousands.  His 
plans  were  comprehensive  and  involved  a  series  of 
campaigns,  which  were  executed  with  remarkable  en- 
ergy and  ability,  and  were  consummated  at  the  sur- 
render of  Lee,  April  9,   1865. 

The  war  was  ended.  The  Union  was  saved.  The 
almost  unanimous  voice  of  the  Nation  declared  Gen. 
Grant  to  be  the  most  prominent  instrument  in  its  sal- 
vation. The  eminent  services  he  had  thus  rendered 
the  country  brought  him  conspicuously  forward  as  the 
Republican  candidate  for  the  Presidential  chair. 

At  the  Republican  Convention  held  at  Chicago, 
May  21,  1868,  he  was  unanimously  nominated  for  the 
Presidency,  and  at  the  autumn  election  received  a 
majority  of  the  popular  vote,  and  214  out  of  294 
electoral  votes. 

The  National  Convention  of  the  Republican  party 
whichmet  at  Philadelphia  on  the  5th  of  June,  1872, 
placed  Gen.  Grant  in  nomination  for  a  second  term 
by  a  unanimous  vote.  The  selection  was  emphati- 
cally indorsed  by  the  people  five  months  later,  292 
electoral  votes  being   cast    for  him. 

Soon  after  the  close  of  his  second  term,  Gen.  Grant 
started  upon  his  famous  trip  around  the  world.  He 
visited  almost  every  country  of  the  civilized  world, 
and  was  everywhere  received  with  such  ovations 
and  demonstrations  of  respect  and  honor,  private 
as  well  as  public  and  official,  as  were  never  before 
bestowed  upon  any  citizen  of  the  United   States. 

He  was  the  most  prominent  candidate  before  the 
Republican  National  Convention  in  1880  for  a  re- 
nomination  for  President.  He  went  to  New  York  ani 
embarked  in  the  brokerage  business  under  the  firm 
nameof  Grant  &  Ward.  The  latter  proved  a  villain, 
wrecked  Grant's  fortune,  and  for  larceny  was  sent  to 
the  penitenriary.  The  General  was  attacked  with 
cancer  in  the  throat,  but  suffered  in  his  stoic-like 
manner,  never  complaining.  He  was  re-instated  as 
General  of  the  Army  and  retired  by  Congress.  The 
cancer  soon  finished  its  deadly  work,  and  July  23, 
1885,  the  nation  went  in  mourning  over  the  death  of 
the  illustrious  General. 
^ «!► 


-:^' 


mNETEENTH  TREStbkMT, 


9t      \\ 


UTHERFORD  B.    HAYES, 

the    nineteenth  President    of 
^the  United  States,  was  born  in 
Delaware,  O.,  Oct.  4,  1822,  al- 
most three   months   after   the 
death  of  his  father,  Rutherford 
Hayes.      His   ancestry   on   both 
the  paternal  and  maternal  sides, 
was  of  the  most  honorable  char- 
acter.    It  can  be  traced,  it  is  said, 
as  far  back  as  1280,  when  Hayes  and 
Rutherford  were  two  Scottish  chief- 
tains,  fighting    side    by    side    with 
Baliol,  William  Wallace  and  Robert 
Bruce.  Both  families  belonged  to  the 
nobility,   owned    extensive    estates, 
i         and  had  a  large  following.     Misfor- 
tune overtaking  the  family,  George  Hayes  left  Scot- 
land in  1 680,  and  settled  in  Windsor,  Conn.     His  son 
George  was  born   in  Windsor,  and  remained  there 
durin'g  his  life.     Daniel  Hayes,  son  of  the  latter,  mar- 
ried Sarah  Lee,  and  Uved  from  the  time  of  his  mar- 
riage until  his  death  in  Simsbury,  Conn.     Ezekiel, 
son  of  Daniel,  was  born  in  1724,  and  was  a  manufac- 
turer of  scythes  at  Bradford,  Conn.  Rutherford  Hayes, 
son  of  Ezekiel  and  grandfather  of  President  Hayes,  was 
born  in  New  Haven,  in  August,  1756.  He  was  a  farmer, 
blacksmith   and   tavern-keeper.       He  emigrated   to 
Vermont  at  an  unknown  date,  settling  in  Brattleboro, 
where  he  estabhshed  a  hotel.     Here   his  son   Ruth- 
erford Hayes    the  father  of  President  Hayes,  was 


born.  He  was  married,  in  September,  18 13,  to  Sophia 
Birchard,  of  Wilmington,  Vt.,  whose  ancestors  emi- 
grated thither  from  Connecticut,  they  having  been 
among  the  wealthiest  and  best  famlies  of  Norwich. 
Her  ancestry  on  the  male  side  are  traced  back  to 
1635,  to  John  Birchard,  one  of  the  principal  founders 
of  Norwich.  Both  of  her  grandfathers  were  soldiers 
in  the  Revolutionary  War. 

The  father  of  President  Hayes  was  an  industrious^ 
frugal  and  opened-hearted  man.  He  was  of  a  me. 
chanical  turn,  and  could  mend  a  plow,  knit  a  stock-^ 
ing,  or  do  almost  anything  else  that  he  choose  to 
undertake.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Church,  active 
in  all  the  benevolent  enterprises  of  the  town,  and  con- 
ducted his  business  on  Christian  principles.  After 
the  close  of  the  war  of  181 2,  for  reasons  inexplicable 
to  his  neighbors,  he  resolved  to  emigrate  to   Ohio. 

The  journey  from  Vermont  to  Ohio  in  that  day, 
when  there  were  no  canals,  steamers,  nor  railways, 
was  a  very  serious  affair.  A  tour  of  inspection  was 
first  made,  occupying  four  months.  Mr.  Hayes  deter- 
mined to  move  to  Delaware,  where  the  family  arrived 
in  1817.  He  died  July  22,  1822,  a  victim  of  malarial 
fever,  less  than  three  months  before  the  birth  of  the 
son,  of  whom  we  now  write.  Mrs.  Hayes,  in  her  sore  be- 
reavement, found  the  support  she  so  much  needed  in 
her  brother  Sardis,  who  had  been  a  member  of  the 
household  from  the  day  of  its  departure  from  Ver^ 
mont,  and  in  an  orphan  girl  whom  she  had  adopted 
some  time  before  as  an  act  of  charity. 

Mrs.  Hayes  at  this  period  was  very  weak,  and  the 
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subject  of  this  sketch  was  so  feeble  at  birth  that  he 
was  not  expected  to  live  beyond  a  month  or  two  at 
most.  As  the  months  went  by  he  grew  weaker  and 
weaker,  so  that  the  neighbors  were  in  the  habit  of  in- 
quiring from  time  to  time  "  if  Mrs.  Hayes'  baby  died 
last  night."  On  one  occasion  a  neighbor,  who  was  on 
familiar  terms  with  the  family,  after  alluding  to  the 
boy's  big  head,  and  the  mother's  assiduous  care  of 
him,  said  in  a  bantering  way,  "  That's  right !  Stick  to 
him.  You  have  got  him  along  so  far,  and  I  shouldn't 
wonder  if  he  would  really  come  to  something  yet." 

"  You  need  not  laugh,"  said  Mrs.  Hayes.  "You 
wait  and  see.  You  can't  tell  but  I  shall  make  him 
President  of  the  United  States  yet."  The  boy  lived, 
in  spite  of  the  universal  predictions  of  his  speedy 
death;  and  when,  in  1825,  his  older  brother  was 
drowned,  he  became,  if  possible,  still  dearer  to  his 
mother. 

The  boy  was  seven  years  old  before  he  went  to 
school.  His  education,  however,  was  not  neglected. 
He  probably  learned  as  much  from  his  mother  and 
sister  as  he  would  have  done  at  school.  His  sports 
were  almost  wholly  within  doors,  his  playmates  being 
his  sister  and  her  associates.  These  circumstances 
tended,  no  doubt,  to  foster  that  gentleness  of  dispo- 
sition, and  that  delicate  consideration  for  the  feelings 
of  others,  which  are  marked  traits  of  his   character. 

His  uncle  Sardis  Birchard  took  the  deepest  interest 
in  his  education ;  and  as  the  boy's  health  had  im- 
proved, and  he  was  making  good  progress  in  his 
studies,  he  proposed  to  send  him  to  college.  His  pre- 
paration commenced  with  a  tutor  at  home;  bit  he 
was  afterwards  sent  for  one  year  to  a  professor  in  the 
Wesleyan  University,  in  Middletown,  Conn.  He  en- 
tered Kenyon  College  in  1838,  at  the  age  of  sixteen, 
and  was  graduated  at  the  head  of  his  class  in   1842. 

Inniiediately  after  his  graduation  he  began  the 
study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Thomas  Sparrow,  Esq., 
in  Columbus.  Finding  his  opportunities  for  study  in 
Columbus  somewhat  limited,  he  determined  to  enter 
the  Law  School  at  Cambridge,  Mass.,  where  he  re- 
mained two  years. 

In  1845,  after  graduatmg  at  the  Law  School,  he  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  at  Marietta,  Ohio,  and  shortly 
afterward  went  into  practice  as  an  attorney-at-law 
with  Ralph  P.  Buckland,  of  Fremont.  Here  he  re- 
mained three  years,  acquiring  but  a  limited  practice, 
and  apparently  unambitious  of  distinction  in  his  pro- 
fession. 

In  1849  he  moved  to  Cincmnati,  where  his  ambi- 
tion found  a  new  stimulus.  For  several  years,  how- 
ever, his  progress  was  slow.  Two  events,  occurring  at 
this  period,  had  a  powerful  influence  upon  his  subse- 
quent life.  One  of  these  was  his  marrage  with  Miss 
Lucy  Ware  Webb,  daughter  of  Dr.  James  Webb,  of 
ChilicGthe;  the  other  was  his  introduction  to  the  Cin- 
cinnati Literary  Club,  a  body  embracing  among  its 
members  such  men  as  '^iiief  Justice  Salmon  P.  Chase, 


Gen.  John  Pope,  Gov.  Edward  F.  Noyes,  and  many 
others  hardly  less  distinguished  in  after  life.  The 
marriage  was  a  fortunate  one  in  every  respect,  as 
everybody  knows.  Not  one  of  all  the  wives  of  our 
Presidents  was  more  universally  admired,  reverenced 
and  beloved  than  was  Mrs.  Hayes,  and  no  one  did 
more  than  she  to  reflect  honor  upon  American  woman- 
hood. The  Literary  Cluo  brought  Mr.  Hayes  into 
constant  association  with  young  men  of  high  char- 
acter and  noble  aims,  and  lured  him  to  display  the 
qualities  so  long  hidden  by  his  bashfulness  and 
modesty. 

In  1856  he  was  nominated  to  the  office  of  Judge  of 
the  Court  of  Common  Pleas;  but  he  declined  to  ac- 
cept the  nomination.  Two  years  later,  the  office  of 
city  solicitor  becoming  vacant,  the  City  Council 
elected  him  for  the  unexpired  term. 

In  1 86 1,  when  the  Rebellion  broke  out,  he  was  at 
the  zenith  of  his  professional  life.  His  rank  at  the 
bar  was  among  the  the  first.  But  the  news  of  the 
attack  on  Fort  Sumpter  found  him  eager  to  take  up 
arms  for  the  defense  of  his  country. 

His  military  record  was  bright  and  illustrious.  In 
October,  186 1,  he  was  made  Lieutenant-Colonel,  and 
in  August,  1862,  promoted  Colonel  of  the  79th  Ohio 
regiment,  but  he  refused  to  leave  his  old  comrades 
and  go  among  strangers.  Subsequently,  however,  he 
was  made  Colonel  of  his  old  regiment.  At  the  battle 
of  South  Mountain  he  received  a  wound,  and  while 
faint  and  bleeding  displayed  courage  and  fortitude 
that  won  admiration  from  all. 

Col.  Hayes  was  detached  from  his  regiment,  after 
his  recovery,  to  act  as  Brigadier-General,  and  placed 
in  command  of  the  celebrated  Kanawha  division, 
and  for  gallant  and  meritorious  services  in  the  battles 
of  Winchester,  Fisher's  Hill  and  Cedar  Creek,  he  was 
promoted  Brigadier-General.  He  was  also  brevetted 
Major-General,  "for gallant  and  distinguished  Ftrvices 
during  the  campaigns  of  1864,  in  West  Virginia."  In 
the  course  of  his  arduous  services,  four  horses  were 
shot  from  under  him,  and  he  was  wounded  four  times. 

In  1864,  Gen.  Hayes  was  elected  to  Congress,  from 
the  Second  Ohio  District,  which  had  long  been  Dem- 
ocratic. He  was  not  present  during  the  campaign, 
and  after  his  election  was  importuned  to  resign  his 
commission  in  the  army  ;  but  he  finally  declared,  "'  I 
shall  never  come  to  Washington  until  I  can  come  by 
the  way  of  Richmond/'  He  was  re-elected  in  1866. 

In  1867,  Gen  Hayes  was  elected  Governor  of  Ohio, 
over  Hon.  Allen  G.  Thurman,  a  popular  Democrat. 
In  1869  was  re-elected  over  George  H.  Pendleton. 
He  was  elected  Governor  for  the  third  term  in   1875. 

In  1876  he  was  the  standard  bearer  of  the  Repub- 
lican Party  in  the  Presidential  contest,  and  after  a 
hard  long  contest  was  chosen  President,  and  was  in 
auGjurated  Monday,  March  5,  1875.  He  served  his 
full  term,  not,  hcwever,  with  satisfaction  to  his  party, 
but  his  administration  was  an  average  op.":, 
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AMES  A.  GARFIELD,  twen- 
tieth President  of  the  United 
States,    was    bora    Nov.    19, 
1 83 1,  in  the  woods  of  Orange, 
Cuyahoga  Co.,  O      His   par- 
ents were  Abram  and    EHza 
(Ballou)    Garfield,   both   of  New 
England  ancestry  and  from  fami- 
lies well  known  in  the  early  his- 
tory of  that  section  of  our  coun- 
try, but  had  moved  to  the  Western 
Reserve,  in  Ohio,  early  in  its  settle- 
ment. 

The  house  in  which  James  A.  was 
born  was  not  unlike  the  houses  of 
poor  Ohio  farmers  of  that  day.  It 
ds  about  20  X 30  feet,  built  of  logs,  with  the  spaces  be*- 
cv/een  the  logs  filled  with  clay.  His  father  was  a 
nard  working  farmer,  and  he  soon  had  his  fields 
deared,  an  orchard  planted,  and  a  log  barn  built. 
The  household  comprised  the  father  and  mother  and 
cheir  four  children — Mehetabel,  Thomas,  Mary  and 
James.  In  May,  1823,  the  father,  from  a  cold  con- 
tracted in  helping  to  put  out  a  forest  fire,  died.  At 
chis  time  James  was  about  eighteen  months  old,  and 
rhomas  about  ten  years  old.  No  one,  perhaps,  can 
tell  how  much  James  was  indebted  to  his  brother's 
coil  and  self-sacrifice  during  the  twenty  years  suc- 
ceeding his  father's  death,  but  undoubtedly  very 
much.  He  now  lives  in  Michigan,  and  the  two  sis- 
cers  live  in  Solon,  O.,  near  their  birthplace. 

The  early  educational  advantages  young  Garfield 
enjoyed  were  very  limited,  yet  he  made  the  most  of 
them.  He  labored  at  farm  work  for  others,  did  car- 
penter work,  chopped  wood,  or  did  anything  that 
would  bring  in  a  few  dollars  to  aid  his  widowed 
mother  in  he- struggles  to  keep  the  Uttle   family  to- 


gether. Nor  was  Gen.  Garfield  ever  ashamed  of  his 
origin,  and  he  never  forgot  the  friends  of  his^  strug- 
gling childhood,  youth  and  manhood,  neither  did  they 
ever  forget  him.  When  in  the  highest  seats  of  honor, 
the  humblest  fjiend  of  his  boyhood  was  as  kindly 
greeted  as  ever.  The  poorest  laborer  was  sure  of  the 
sympathy  of  one  who  had  known  all  the  bitterness 
of  want  and  the  sweetness  of  bread  earned  by  the 
sweat  of  the  brow.  He  was  ever  the  simple,  plain, 
modest  gentleman. 

The  highest  ambition  of  young  Garfield  until  he 
was  about  sixteen  years  old  was  to  be  a  captain  of 
a  vessel  on  Lake  Erie.  He  was  anxious  to  go  aboard 
a  vessel,  which  his  mother  strongly  opposed.  She 
finally  consented  to  his  going  to  Cleveland,  with  the 
understanding,  however,  that  he  should  try  to  obtain 
some  other  kind  of  employment.  He  walked  all  the 
way  to  Cleveland.  This  was  his  first  visit  to  the  city. 
After  making  many  applications  for  work,  and  trying 
to  get  aboard  a  lake  vessel,  and  not  meeting  with 
success,  he  engaged  as  a  driver  for  his  cousin,  Amos 
Letcher,  on  the  Ohio  &  Pennsylvania  Canal.  He  re- 
mained at  this  work  but  a  short  time  when  he  went 
home,  and  attended  the  seminary  at  Chester  for 
about  three  years,  when  he  entered  Hiram  and  the 
Eclectic  Institute,  teaching  a  few  terms  of  school  in 
the  meantime,  and  doing  other  work.  This  school 
was  started  by  the  Disciples  of  Christ  in  1850,  of 
which  church  he  was  then  a  member.  He  became 
janitor  and  bell-ringer  in  order  to  help  pay  his  way. 
He  then  became  both  teacher  and  pupil.  He^  soon 
'*  exhausted  Hiram  "  and  needed  more  ;  hence,  in  the 
fall  of  1854,  he  entered  Williams  College,  from  which 
he  graduated  in  1856,  taking  one  of  the  highest  hon- 
ors of  his  class.  He  afterwards  returned  to  Hi  mm 
College  as  its  President.  As  above  stated,  he  early 
united  with  the  Christian  or  Diciples  Church  at 
Hiram,  and  was  ever  after  a  devoted,  zealous  mem- 
ber, often  preaching  in  its  pulpit  and  places  where 
he  happened  to  be.  Dr.  Noah  Porter,  President  of 
Yale  College,  says  of  him  in  reference  to  his  religion: 
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"  President  Garfield  was  more  than  a  man  of 
strong  moral  and  religious  convictions.  His  whole 
history,  from  boyhood  to  the  last,  shows  that  duty  to 
man  and  to  God,  and  devotion  to  Christ  and  life  and 
faith  and  spiritual  commission  were  controlling  springs 
of  his  being,  and  to  a  more  than  usual  degree.  In 
my  judgment  there  is  no  more  interesting  feature  of 
his  character  than  his  loyal  allegiance  to  the  body  of 
Christians  in  which  he  was  trained,  and  the  fervent 
sympathy  which  he  ever  showed  in  their  Christian 
communion.  Not  many  of  the  few  'wise  and  mighty 
and  noble  who  are  called '  show  a  similar  loyalty  to 
the  less  stately  and  cultured  Christian  comnmnions 
in  which  they  have  been  reared.  Too  often  it  is  true 
that  as  they  step  upward  in  social  and  political  sig- 
nificance they  step  upward  from  one  degree  to 
another  in  some  of  the  many  types  of  fashionable 
Christianity.  President  Garfield  adhered  to  the 
church  of  his  mother,  the  church  in  which  he  was 
trained,  and  in  which  he  served  as  a  pillar  and  an 
evangelist,  and  yet  with  the  largest  and  most  unsec- 
tarian  charity  for  all  *who  love  our  Lord  in  sincerity.'" 

Mr.  Garfield  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Lucretia  Rudolph,  Nov.  11,  1858,  who  proved  herself 
worthy  as  the  wife  of  one  whom  all  the  world  loved  and 
mourned.  To  them  were  born  seven  children,  five  of 
whom  are  still  living,  four  boys  and  one  girK 

Mr.  Garfield  made  his  first  political  speeches  in  1856, 
in  Hiram  and  the  neighboring  villages,  and  three 
years  later  he  began  to  speak  at  county  mass-meet- 
ings, and  became  the  favorite  speaker  wherever  he 
was.  During  this  year  he  was  elected  to  the  Ohio 
Senate.  He  also  began  to  study  law  at  Cleveland, 
and  in  1861  was  admitted  to  the  bar.  The  great 
Rebellion  broke  out  in  the  early  part  of  this  year, 
and  Mr.  Garfield  at  once  resolved  to  fight  as  he  had 
talked,  and  enlisted  to  defend  the  old  flag.  He  re- 
ceived his  commission  as  Lieut.-Colonel  of  the  Forty- 
second  Regiment  of  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  Aug. 
14,  1861.  He  was  immediately  put  into  active  ser- 
vice, and  before  he  had  ever  seen  a  gun  fired  in  action, 
was  placed  in  command  of  four  regiments  of  infantry 
and  eight  companies  of  cavalry,  charged  with  the 
work  of  driving  out  of  his  native  State  the  officer 
(Humphrey  Marshall)  reputed  to  be  the  ablest  of 
those,  not  educated  to  war  whom  Kentucky  had  given 
to  the  Rebellion.  This  work  was  bravely  and  speed- 
ily accomplished,  although  against  great  odds.  Pres- 
ident Lincoln,  on  his  success  commissioned  him 
Brigadier-General,  Jan.  10,  1862;  and  as  "he  had 
been  the  youngest  man  in  the  Ohio  Senate  two  years 
before,  so  now  he  was  the  youngest  General  in  the 
army."  He  was  with  Gen.  Buell's  army  at  Shiloh, 
in  its  operations  around  Corinth  and  its  march  through 
Alabama.  He  was  then  detailed  as  a  member  of  the 
General  Court-Martial  for  the  trial  of  Gen.  Fitz-John 
Porter.  He  was  then  ordered  to  report  to  Gen.  Rose- 
crans,  and  was  assigned  to  the  "  Chief  of  Staff. " 

The  military  i^Jstory  of  Gen.  Garfield  closed  with   I 

■^^"■■™"-"— ' 


his  brilliant  services  at  Chickamauga,  where  he  won 
the  stars  of  the  Major-General. 

Without  an  effort  on  his  part  Gen.  Garfield  was 
elected  to  Congress  in  the  fall  of  1862  from  the 
Nineteenth  District  of  Ohio.  This  section  of  Ohio 
had  been  represented  in  Congress  for  sixty  years 
mainly  by  two  men — Elisha  Whittlesey  and  Joshua 
R.  Giddings.  It  was  not  without  a  struggle  that  he 
resigned  his  place  in  the  army.  At  the  time  he  en- 
tered Congress  he  was  the  youngest  member  in  that 
body.  There  he  remained  by  successive  re- 
elections  until  he  was  elected  President  in  1880. 
Of  his  labors  in  Congress  Senator  Hoar  says  :  '*  Since 
the  year  1864  you  cannot  think  of  a  question  which 
has  been  debated  in  Congress,  or  discussed  before  a 
tribunel  of  the  American  people,  in  regard  to  which 
you  will  not  find,  if  you  wish  mstruction,  the  argu- 
ment on  one  side  stated,  in  almost  every  instance 
better  than  by  anybody  else,  in  some  speech  made  in 
the  House  of  Representatives  or  on  the  hustings  by 
Mr.  Garfield." 

Upon  Jan.  14,  1880,  Gen.  Garfield  was  elected  to 
the  U.  S.  Senate,  and  on  the  eighth  of  June,  of  the 
same  year,  was  nominated  as  the  candidate  of  his 
party  for  President  at  the  great  Chicago  Convention- 
He  was  elected  in  the  following  November,  and  on 
March  4,  1881,  was  inaugurated.  Probably  no  ad- 
ministration ever  opened  its  existence  under  brighter 
auspices  than  that  of  President  Garfield,  and  every 
day  it  grew  in  favOx*  with  the  peo])le,  and  by  the  first 
of  July  he  had  completed  all  the  initiatory  and  pre- 
liminary work  of  his  administration  and  was  prepar- 
ing to  leave  the  city  to  meet  his  friends  at  Williams 
College.  While  on  his  way  and  at  the  depot,  in  com- 
pany with  Secretary  Blaine,  a  man  stepped  behind 
him,  drew  a  revolver,  and  fired  directly  at  his  back. 
The  President  tottered  and  fell,  and  as  he  did  so  the 
assassin  fired  a  second  shot,  the  bullet  cutting  the 
left  coat  sleeve  of  his  victim,  but  inflicting  no  farther 
injury.  It  has  been  very  truthfully  said  that  this  was 
"  the  shot  that  was  heard  round  the  world  "  Never 
before  in  the  history  of  the  Nation  had  anything  oc- 
curred which  so  nearly  froze  the  blood  of  the  people 
for  the  moment,  as  this  awful  deed.  He  was  smit- 
ten on  the  brightest,  gladdest  day  of  all  his  life,  and 
was  at  the  summit  of  his  power  and  hope.  For  eighty 
days,  all  during  the  hot  months  of  July  and  August, 
he  lingered  and  suffered.  He,  however,  remained 
master  of  himself  till  the  last,  and  by  his  magnificent 
bearing  was  teaching  the  country  and  the  world  tiie 
noblest  of  human  lessons — how  to  live  grandly  in  the 
very  clutch  of  death.  Great  in  life,  he  was  surpass- 
ingly great  in  death.  He  passed  serenely  awaySejU. 
19,  1883,  at  Elberon,  N.  J.,  on  the  very  bank  of  the 
ocean,  where  he  had  been  taken  shortly  previous.  The 
world  wept  at  his  death,  as  it  never  had  done  on  the 
death  of  any  other  man  who  had  ever  lived  upon  it. 
The  murderer  was  duly  tried,  found  guilty  and  exe- 
cuted, in  one  year  after  he  committed  the  foul  deed. 
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HESTER      A.      ARTHUR, 

I  twenty-first    Presi^.wiii   of  the 

^"^United    States,    was    born    in 

Franklin  Cour  ty,  Vermont,  on 

thefifthofOdober,  1830,  andis 

the  oldest   of  a    family    of  two 

sons  and    five    daughters.     His 

father  was  the  Rev.  Dr.  William 

Arthur,  aBaptistcJlfgyman,who 

emigrated  to   tb'.s  country  from 

the  county  Antrim,   Ireland,    in 

[J     iiis  i8th  year,  and  died  in  1875,  in 

Newtonville,    neai    Albany,    after  a 

long  and  successful  ministry. 

Young  Arthur  was  educated  at 
Union  College,  S(  henectady,  where 
he  excelled  in  all  his  studies.  Af- 
ter his  graduation  he  taught  school 
ft  in  Vermont  for  two  years,  and  at 
i>  the  expiration  of  that  time  came  to 
New  York,  with  $500  in  his  pocket, 
and  entered  the  office  of  ex-Judge 
E.  D.  Culver  as  student.  After 
being  admitted  to  the  bar  he  formed 
a  partnership  with  his  intimate  friend  and  room-mate, 
Henry  D.  Gardiner,  with  the  intention  of  practicing 
in  the  West,  and  for  three  months  they  roamed  about 
in  the  Western  States  in  search  of  an  eligible  site, 
but  in  the*  end  returned  to  New  York,  where  they 
hung  out  their  shingle,  and  entered  upon  a  success- 
ful career  almost  from  the  start.  General  i^rthur 
soon  afterward  n-^^rr'^d  the   daughter   of  Lieutenant 
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Herndon,  of  the  United  States  Navy,  who  was  lost  at 
sea.  Congress  voted  a  gold  medal  to  his  widow  in 
recognition  of  the  bravery  he  displayed  on  that  occa- 
sion. Mrs.  Arthur  died  shortly  before  Mr.  Arthur's 
nommation  to  the  Vice  Presidency,  leaving  two 
children. 

Gen.  Arthur  obtained  considerable  legal  celebrity 
in  his  first  great  case,  the  famous  Lemmon  suit, 
brought  to  recover  possession  of  eight  slaves  who  had 
been  declared  free  by  Judge  Paine,  of  the  Superior 
Court  of  New  York  City.  It  was  in  1852  that  Jon. 
athan  Lemmon,  of  Virginia,  went  to  New  York  with 
his  slaves,  intending  to  ship  them  to  Texas,  when 
they  were  discovered  and  freed.  The  Judge  decided 
that  they  could  not  be  held  by  the  owner  under  the 
Fugitive  Slave  Law.  A  howl  of  rage  went  up  from 
the  South,  and  the  Virginia  Legislature  authorized  the 
Attorney  General  of  that  State  to  assist  in  ^n  appeal. 
Wm.  M.  Evarts  and  Chester  A.  Arthur  were  employed 
to  represent  the  People,  and  they  won  their  case, 
which  then  went  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States.  Charles  O'Conor  here  espoused  the  cause 
of  the  slave-holders,  but  he  too  was  beaten  by  Messrs. 
Evarts  and  Arthur,  and  a  long  step  was  taken  toward 
the  emancipation  of  the  black  race. 

Another  great  service  was  rendered  by  General 
Arthur  in  the  same  cause  in  1856.  Lizzie  Jennings, 
a  respectable  colored  woman,  was  put  off  a  Fourth 
Avenue  car  with  violence  after  she  had  paid  her  fare. 
General  Arthur  sued  on  her  behalf,  and  secured  a 
verdict  of  $500  damages.  The  next  day  the  compa^ 
ny  issued  an  order  to  admit  colored  persons  to  ride 
on  their  cars,  and  the  other  car  companies  quickly 
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followed  their  example.  Before  that  the  Sixth  Ave- 
nue Company  ran  a  few  special  cars  for  colored  per- 
sons and  the  other  lines  refused  to  let  them  ride  at  all. 

General  Arthur  was  a  delegate  to  the  Convention 
at  Saratoga  that  founded  the  Republican  party. 
Previous  to  the  war  he  was  Judge-Advocate  of  the 
Second  Brigade  of  the  State  of  New  York,  and  Gov- 
ernor Morgan,  of  that  State,  appointed  hmi  Engineer- 
in-Chief  of  his  staff.  In  1861,  he  was  made  Inspec- 
tor General,  and  soon  afterward  became  Quartermas- 
ter-General. In  each  of  these  offices  he  rendered 
great  service  to  the  Government  during  the  war.  At 
the  end  of  Governor  Morgan's  term  he  resumed  the 
practice  of  the  law,  forming  a  partnership  with  Mr. 
Ransom,  and  then  Mr.  Phelps,  the  District  Attorney 
of  New  York,  was  added  to  the  firm.  The  legal  prac- 
tice of  this  well-known  firm  was  very  large  and  lucra- 
tive, each  of  the  gentlemen  composing  it  were  able 
lawyers,  and  possessed  a  splendid  local  reputation,  if 
not  indeed  one  of  national  extent. 

He  always  took  a  leading  part  in  State  and  city 
politics.  He  was  appointed  Collector  of  the  Port  of 
New  York  by  President  Grant,  Nov.  21  1872,  to  suc- 
ceed Thomas  Murphy,  and  held  the  office  until  July, 
20,  1878,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  Collector  Merritt. 

Mr.  Arthur  was  nominated  on  the  Presidential 
ticket,  with  Gen.  James  A.  Garfield,  at  the  famous 
National  Republican  Convention  held  at  Chicago  in 
June,  1880.  This  was  perhaps  the  greatest  political 
convention  that  ever  assembled  on  the  continent.  It 
was  composed  of  the  leading  politicians  of  the  Re- 
publican party,  all  able  men,  and  each  stood  firm  and 
fought  vigorously  and  with  signal  tenacity  for  their 
respective  candidates  that  were  before  the  conven- 
tion for  the  nomination.  Finally  Gen.  Garfield  re- 
ceived the  nomination  for  President  and  Gen.  Arthur 
for  Vice-President.  The  campaign  which  followed 
was  one  of  the  most  animated  known  in  the  history  of 
our  country.  Gen.  Hancock,  the  standard-bearer  of 
the  Democratic  party,  was  a  popular  man,  and  his 
party  made  a  valiant  fight  for  his  election. 

Finally  the  election  came  and  the  country's  choice 
was  Garfield  and  Arthur.  They  were  inaugurated 
March  4,  1881,  as  President  and  Vice-President. 
A  few  months  only  had  passed  ere  the  newly  chosen 
President  was  the  victim  of  the  assassin's  bullet.  Then 
came  terrible  weeks  of  suffering, — those  moments  of 
anxious  suspense,  when  the  hearts  of  all  civilized  na- 


tions were  throbl5ing  in  unison,  longing  for  the  re- 
covery of  the  noble,  the  good  President.  The  remark- 
able patience  that  he  manifested  during  those  hours 
and  weeks,  and  even  months,  of  the  most  terrible  suf- 
fering man  has  often  been  called  upon  to  endure,  was 
seemingly  more  than  human.  It  was  certainly  God- 
like. During  all  this  period  of  deepest  anxiety  Mr. 
Arthur's  every  move  was  watched,  and  be  it  said  to  his 
credit  that  his  every  action  displayed  only  an  earnest 
desire  that  the  suffering  Garfield  might  recover,  to 
serve  the  remainder  of  the  term  he  had  so  auspi- 
ciously begun.  Not  a  selfish  feeling  was  manifested 
in  deed  or  look  of  this  man,  even  though  the  most 
honored  position  in  the  world  was  at  any  moment 
likely  to  fall  to  him. 

At  last  God  in  his  mercy  relieved  President  Gar- 
field from  further  suffering,  and  the  world,  as  never 
before  in  its  history  over  the  death  of  any  other 
man,  wept  at  his  bier.  Then  it  became  the  duty  of 
the  Vice  President  to  assume  the  responsibilities  of 
the  high  office,  and  he  took  the  oath  in  New  York, 
Sept.  20,  188 1.  The  position  was  an  embarrassing 
one  to  him,  made  doubly  so  from  the  facts  that  all 
eyes  were  on  him,  anxious  to  know  what  he  would  do, 
what  policy  he  would  pursue,  and  who  he  would  se- 
lect as  advisers.  The  duties  of  the  office  had  been 
greatly  neglected  during  the  President's  long  illness, 
and  many  important  measures  were  to  be  immediately 
decided  by  him ;  and  still  farther  to  embarrass  him  he 
did  not  fail  to  realize  under  what  circumstances  he 
became  President,  and  knew  the  feelings  of  many  on 
this  point.  Under  these  trying  circumstances  President 
Arthur  took  the  reins  of  the  Government  in  his  own 
hands ;  and,  as  embarrassing  as  were  the  condition  of 
affairs,  he  happily  surprised  the  nation,  acting  so 
wisely  that  but  few  criticised  his  administration. 
He  served  the  nation  well  and  faithfully,  until  the 
close  of  his  administration,  March  4,  1885,  and  was 
a  popular  candidate  before  his  party  for  a  second 
term.  His  name  was  ably  presented  before  the  con- 
vention at  Chicago,  and  was  received  with  great 
favor,  and  doubtless  but  for  the  personal  popularity 
of  one  of  the  opposing  candidates,  he  would  have 
been  selected  as  thp  standard-bearer  of  his  party 
for  another  campaign.  He  retired  to  private  life  car- 
rying with  him  the  best  wishes  of  the  American  peo- 
ple, whom  he  had  served  in  a  manner  satisfactory 
to  them  and  with  credit  to  himself. 
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TEPHEN  GROVER  CLEVE- 
LAND, the  twenty- second  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  was 
born  in  1837,  in  the  obscure 
town  of  Caldwell,  Essex  Co., 
N.  J.,  and  in  a  little  two-and-a- 
half-story  white  house  which  is  still 
standing,  characteristically  to  mark 
the  humble  birth-place  of  one  of 
America's  great  men  in  striking  con- 
trast with  the  Old  World,  where  all 
men  high  in  office  must  be  high  iu 
origin  and  born  in  the  cradle  of 
wealth.  When  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  three  years  of  age,  his 
father,  who  was  a  Presbyterian  min- 
ister, with  a  large  family  and  a  small  salary,  moved, 
by  .way  of  the  Hudson  River  and  Erie  Canal,  to 
Fayetteville,  in  search  of  an  increased  income  and  a 
larger  field  of  work.  Fayetteville  was  then  the  most 
straggling  of  country  villages,  about  five  miles  from 
Pompey  Hill,  where  Governor  Seymour  was  born. 

At  the  last  mentioned  place  young  Grover  com- 
menced going  to  school  in  the  "good,  old-fashioned 
way,"  and  presumably  distinguished  himself  after  the 
manner  of  all  village  boys,  in  doing  the  things  he 
ought  not  to  do.  Such  is  the  distinguishing  trait  of 
all  geniuses  and  independent  thinkers.  When  he 
arrived  at  the  age  of  14  years,  he  had  outgrown  the 
capacity  of  the  village  school   and  expressed  a  most 
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emphatic  desire  to  be  sent  to  an  academy.  To  this 
his  father  decidedly  objected.  Academies  in  those 
days  cost  money;  besides,  his  father  wanted  him  to 
become  self-supporting  by  the  quickest  possible 
means,  and  this  at  that  time  in  Fayetteville  seemed 
to  be  a  position  in  a  country  store,  where  his  father 
and  the  large  family  on  his  hands  had  considerable 
influence.  Grover  was  to  be  paid  S50  for  his  services 
the  first  year,  and  if  he  proved  trustworthy  he  was  to 
receive  $100  the  second  year.  Here  the  lad  com- 
menced his  career  as  salesman,  and  in  two  years  he 
had  earned  so  good  a  reputation  for  trustworthiness 
that  his  employers  desired  to  retain  him  for  an  in- 
definite length  of  time.  Otherwise  he  did  not  ex- 
hibit as  yet  any  particular  '*  flashes  of  genius  "  or 
eccentricities  of  talent.  He  was  simply  a  good  boy. 
But  instead  of  remaining  with  this  firm  in  Fayette- 
ville, he  went  with  the  family  in  their  removal  to 
Clinton,  where  he  had  an  opportunity  of  attending  a 
high  school.  Here  he  industriously  pursued  his 
studies  until  the  family  removed  with  him  to  a  point 
on  Black  River  known  as  the  *'  Holland  Patent,"  a 
village  of  500  or  600  people,  15  miles  north  of  Utica, 
N.  Y.  At  this  place  his  father  died,  after  preaching 
but  three  Sundays.  This  event  broke  up  the  family, 
and  Grover  set  out  for  New  York  City  to  accept,  at  a 
small  salary,  the  position  of  "  under-teacher  "  in  an 
asylum  for  the  blind.  He  taught  faithfully  for  two 
years,  and  although  he  obtained  a  good  reputation  in 
this  capacity,  he  concluded  that  teaching  was  not  his 
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calling  for  life,  and,  reversing  the  fraditional  order, 
he  left  the  city  to  seek  his  fortune,  instead  of  going 
to  a  city.  He  first  thought  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  as 
there  was  some  charm  in  that  name  for  him;  but 
before  proceeding  to  that  place  he  went  to  Buffalo  to 
usk  the  advice  of  his  uncle,  Lewis  F.  Allan,  a  noted 
stock-breeder  of  that  place.  The  latter  did  not 
speak  enthusiastically.  "  What  is  it  you  want  to  do, 
my  boy?"  he  asked.  "Well,  sir,  I  want  to  study 
law,'*  was  the  reply.  "  Good  gracious !  "  remarked 
the  old  gentleman ;  "  do  you,  indeed  ?  What  ever  put 
that  into  your  head?  How  much  money  have  you 
got?"  "Well,  sir,  to  tell  the  truth,  I  haven't  got 
any. 

After  a  long  consultation,  his  uncle  offered  him  a 
place  temporarily  as  assistant  herd-keeper,  at  $50  a 
year,  while  lie  could  "look  around."  One  day  soon 
afterwaM  he  boldly  walked  into  the  office  of  Rogers, 
Bowen  &  Rogers,  of  Buffalo,  and  told  them  what  he 
wanted.  A  number  of  young  men  were  already  en- 
gaged in  the  office,  but  Grover's  persistency  won,  and 
he  was  finally  permitted  to  come  as  an  office  boy  and 
have  the  use  of  the  law  library,  for  the  nominal  sum 
of  $3  or  $4  a  week.  Out  of  this  he  had  to  pay  for 
his  board  and  washing.  The  walk  to  and  from  his 
uncle's  was  a  long  and  rugged  one;  and,  although 
the  first  winter  was  a  memorably  severe  one,  his 
shoes  were  out  of  repair  and  his  overcoat — he  had 
none — yet  he  was  nevertheless  prompt  and  regular. 
On  the  first  day  of  his  service  here,  his  senior  em- 
ployer threw  down  a  copy  of  Blackstone  before  him 
with  a  bang  that  made  the  dust  fly,  saying  "That's 
where  they  all  begin."  A  titter  ran  around  the  little 
circle  of  clerks  and  students,  as  they  thought  that 
was  enough  to  scare  young  Grover  out  of  his  plans  ; 
but  in  due  time  he  mastered  that  cumbersome  volume. 
Then,  as  ever  afterward,  however,  Mr.  Cleveland 
exhibited  a  talent  for  executiveness  rather  than  for 
chasing  principles  through  all  their  metaphysical 
possibilities.  "  Let  us  quit  talking  and  go  and  do 
It,"  was  practically  his  motto. 

The  first  public  office  to  which  Mr.  Cleveland  was 
elected  was  that  of  Sheriff  of  Erie  Co.,  N.  Y.,  in 
which  Buxffalo  is  situated;  and  in  such  capacity  it  fell 
to  his  duty  to  inflict  capital  punishment  upon  two 
criminals.  In  1881  he  was  elected  Mayor  of  the 
City  of  Buffalo,  on  the  Democratic  ticket,  with  es- 
pecial reference  to  the  bringing  about  certain  reforms 


in  the  administration  of  the  municipal  affairs  of  that 
city.     In  this  office,  as  well  as  that  of  Sheriff,  his 
performance  of  duty  has  generally  been  considered 
fair,  with  possibly  a  few  exceptions  which   were  fer- 
reted out  and  magnified  during  the  last  Presidential 
campaign.     As  a  specimen  of  his  plain  language  in 
a  veto  message,  we  quote  from  one  vetoing  an  iniqui- 
tous street-cleaning  contract:    "This  is   a  time  for 
plain  speech,  and  my  objection  to  your  action  shall 
be  plainly  stated.     I  regard  it  as  the  culmination  of 
a  mos   bare-faced,  impudent  and  shameless  scheme 
to  betray  the  interests  of  the  people  and  to  worse 
than  squander  the  people's  money."    The  New  York 
Sun  afterward  very  highly  commended  Mr.  Cleve- 
land's administration  as  Mayor  of  Buffalo,  and  there- 
upon recommended  him  for  Governor  of  the  Empire 
State.     To  the  latter  office  he  was  elected  in   1882, 
and  his    administration   of  the  affairs  of  State  was 
generally  satisfactory.     The    mistakes  •  he   made,  if 
any,  were  made  very  public  throughout  the  nation 
after  he  was  nominated  for  President  of  the  United 
States.     For  this  high  office  he  was  nominated  July 
II,  1884,  by  the  National  Democratic  Convention  at 
Chicago,  when  other  competitors  were  Thomas  F. 
Bayard,  Roswell  P.  Flower,  Thomas  A.  Hendricks, 
Benjamin  F.  Butler,  Allen  G.  Thurman,  etc.:  and  he 
was  elected  by  the  people,  by  a  majority  of  about  a 
thousand,  over  the  brilliant  and  long-tried  Repub- 
lican statesman,  James  G.  Blaine.     President  Cleve- 
land resigned  his  office  as  Governor  of  New  York  in 
January,  1885,  in  order  to  prepare  for  his  duties  as 
the  Chief  Executive  of  the  United  States,  in  which 
capacity  his  term  commenced  at  noon  on  the  4th  of 
March,  1885.     For  his  Cabinet  officers  he  selected 
the  following  gentlemen:      For  Secretary  of  State, 
Thomas  F.  Bayard,  of  Delaware ;  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  Daniel  Manning,  of  New  York ;  Secretary 
of  War,   William  C.    Endicott,    of    Massachusetts ; 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  William  C.  Whitney,  of  New 
York;  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  L.  Q.  C.  Lamar,  of 
Mississippi;  Postmaster-General,  William  ,F.  Vilas, 
of  Wisconsin ;  Attorney-General,  A.  H.  Garland,  of 
Arkansas. 

The  silver  question  precipitated  a  controversy  be- 
tweei:  those  who  were  in  favor  of  the  continuance  of 
silver  coinage  and  those  who  were  opposed,  Mr. 
Cleveland  answering  for  the  latter,  even  before  his 
inauguration. 
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■ENJAMIN  HARRISON,  tlie 
twenty-third  President,  is 
the  descendant  of  one  of  the 
historical  families  of  this 
country.  The  head  of  tlie 
^J^B^  family  was  a  Major  Gieneral 
[p^  Harrison,  one  of  Oliver 
Cromwell's  trusted  follow- 
ers and  figliters.  In  the  zenith  of  Crom- 
well's power  it  became  the  duty  of  this 
Harrison  to  participate  in  the  trial  of 
Charles  I.  and  afterward  to  sign  the 
death  warrant  of  the  king.  He  subse- 
quently paid  for  this  with  his  life,  being 
hung  Oct.  13,  16G0.  His  descendants 
came  to  America,  and  the  next  of  the 
family  that  appears  in  history  is  Benja- 
min Harrison,  of  Virginia, great-grand- 
father of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  and 
after  whom  lie  was  named.  l>enjamin  Harrison 
was  a  member  of  the  Continental  Congress  during 
the  years  1774-5-G.  and  wns  one  of  the  original 
signers  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence.  He 
was  three  times  elected  Governor  of  Yirginin. 
Gen.    William   Heniv    Harrison,  the   son   of  the 


distinguished  patriot  of  the  Revolution,  after  a  suc- 
cessful career  as  a  soldier  during  the  War  of  1812, 
and  with  a  clean  record  as  Governor  of  the  North- 
w^estern  Territorj^  was  elected  President  of  the 
United  States  in  1840.  His  career  was  cut  short 
by  death  within  one  month  after  his  inauguration. 
President  Harrison  was  born  at  North  Bend, 
Hamilton  Co.,  Ohio,  Aug.  20,  1833.  His  life  up  to 
tlie  time  of  his  graduation  by  the  Miami  University, 
at  Oxford,  Ohio,  was  the  uneventful  one  of  a  coun- 
try lad  of  a  famil}^  of  small  means.  His  father  was 
able  to  give  him  a  good  education,  and  nothing 
more.  He  became  engaged  while  at  college  to  the 
daughter  of  Dr.  Scott,  Principal  of  a  female  school 
at  Oxford.  After  graduating  he  determined  to  en- 
ter upon  the  study  of  the  law.  He  went  to  Cin- 
cinnati and  then  read  law  for  two  years.  At  the 
expiration  of  that  time  young  Harrison  received  the 
only  inheritance  of  his  life;  his  aunt  dying  left  him 
a  lot  valued  at  $800.  He  regarded  this  legacy  as  a 
fortune,  and  decided  to  get  married  at  once,  take 
this  money  and  go  to  some  Eastern  tow^n  and  be- 
gin the  practice  of  law.  He  sold  his  lot,  and  with 
the  money  in  his  pocket,  he  started  out  wn'th  his 
young  wife  to  fight  for  a  place  in   the  world.     He 
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decided  to  go  to  Indianapolis,  which  was  even  at 
that  time  a  town  of  promise.  He  met  with  slight 
encouragement  at  first,  making  scarcely  anything 
the  first  year.  He  worked  diligently,  applying  him- 
self closely  to  his  calling,  built  up  an  extensive 
practice  and  took  a  leading  rank  in  the  legal  pro- 
fession.    He  is  the  father  of  two  children. 

In  1860  Mr.  Harrison  was  nominated  for  the 
position  of  Supreme  Court  Reporter,  and  then  be- 
gan his  experience  as  a  stump  speaker.  He  can- 
vassed the  State  thoroughly,  and  was  elected  by  a 
handsome  majority.  In  1862  he  raised  the  17th 
Indiana  Infantry,  and  was  chosen  its  Colonel.  His 
regiment  was  composed  of  the  rawest  of  material, 
but  Col.  Harrison  employed  all  his  time  at  first 
mastering  military  tactics  and  drilling  his  men, 
when  he  therefore  came  to  move  toward  the  East 
with  Sherman  his  regiment  was  one  of  the  best 
drilled  and  organized  in  the  army.  At  Resaca  he 
especially  distinguished  himself,  and  for  his  bravery 
at  Peachtree  Creek  he  was  made  a  Brigadier  Gen- 
eral, Gen.  Hooker  speaking  of  him  in  the  most 
complimentary  terms. 

During  the  absence  of  Gen.  Harrison  in  the  field 
the  Supreme  Court  declared  the  office  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  Reporter  vacant,  and  another  person 
was  elected  to  the  position.  From  the  time  of  leav- 
ing Indiana  with  his  regiment  until  the  fall  of  1864 
he  had  taken  no  leave  of  absence,  but  having  been 
nominated  that  year  for  the  same  office,  he  got  a 
thirty-day  leave  of  absence,  and  during  that  time 
made  a  brilliant  canvass  of  the  State,  and  was  elected 
for  another  term.  He  then  started  to  rejoin  Sher- 
man, but  on  the  way  was  stricken  down  with  scarlet 
fever,  and  after  a  most  trying  siege  made  his  way 
to  the  front  in  time  to  participate  in  the  closing 
incidents  of  the  war. 

In  1868  Gen.  Harrison  declined  a  re-election  as 
reporter,  and  resumed  the  practice  of  law.  In  1876 
he  was  a  candidate  for  Governor.  Although  de- 
feated, the  brilliant  campaign  he  made  won  for  him 
a  National  reputation,  and  he  was  much  sougiit,  es- 
pecially in  the  East,  to  make  speeches.  In  1880, 
as  usual,  he  took  an  active  part  in  the  campaign, 
and  was  elected  to  the  United  States  Senate.  Here 
he  served  six  years,  and  was  known  as  one  of  the 
ablest  men,  best  lawyers  and  strongest  debaters  in 


that  body.  With  the  expiration  of  his  Senatorial 
term  he  returned  to  the  practice  of  his  profession, 
becoming  the  head  of  one  of  the  strongest  firms  in 
the  State. 

The  political  campaign  of  1888  was  one  of  the 
most  memorable  in  the  history  of  our  country.  The 
convention  which  assembled  in  Chicago  in  June  and 
named  Mr.  Harrison  as  the  chief  standard  bearer 
of  the  Republican  party,  was  great  in  every  partic- 
ular, and  on  this  account,  and  the  attitude  it  as- 
sumed upon  the  vital  questions  of  the  day,  chief 
among  which  was  the  tariff,  awoke  a  deep  interest 
in  the  campaign  throughout  the  Nation.  Shortly 
after  the  nomination  delegations  began  to  visit  Mr. 
Harrison  at  Indianapolis,  his  home.  This  move- 
ment became  popular,  and  from  all  sections  of  the 
country  societies,  clubs  and  delegations  journeyed 
thither  to  pay  their  respects  to  the  distinguished 
statesman.  The  popularity  of  these  was  greatly 
increased  on  account  of  the  remarkable  speeches 
made  by  Mr.  Harrison.  He  spoke  daily  all  through 
the  summer  and  autumn  to  these  visiting  delega- 
tions, and  so  varied,  masterly  and  eloquent  were 
his  speeches  that  they  at  once  placed  him  in  the 
foremost  rank  of  American   orators  and  statesmen. 

On  account  of  his  eloquence  as  a  speaker  and  his 
power  as  a  debater,  he  was  called  upon  at  an  un- 
commonly early  age  to  take  part  in  the  discussion 
of  the  great  questions  that  then  began  to  agitate 
the  country.  He  was  an  uncompromising  anti- 
slavery  man,  and  was  matched  against  some  of  the 
most  eminent  Democratic  speakers  of  his  State. 
No  man  who  felt  the  touch  of  his  blade  desired  to 
be  pitted  with  him  again.  With  all  his  eloquence 
as  an  orator  he  never  spoke  for  oratorical  effect, 
but  his  words  always  went  like  bullets  to  the  mark. 
He  is  purely  American  in  his  ideas  and  is  a  splen- 
did type  of  the  American  statesman.  Gifted  with 
quick  perception,  a  logical  mind  and  a  ready  tongue, 
he  is  one  of  the  most  distinguished  impromptu 
speakers  in  the  Nation.  Many  of  these  speeches 
sparkled  with  the  rarest  of  eloquence  and  contained 
arguments  of  greatest  weight.  Many  of  his  terse 
statements  have  already  become  aphorisms.  Origi- 
nal in  thought,  precise  in  logic,  terse  in  statement, 
yet  withal  faultless  in  eloquence,  he  is  recognized  as 
the  sound  statesman  and  brilliant  orator  of  the  day. 
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TEPHEN  T.    MASON,    the 

first  Governor  of  Michigan,  was 
^a  son  of  Gen.  John  T.  Mason, 
of  Kentucky,  but  was  born  in 
Virginia,  in  1812.  At  the  age 
of  19  he  was  appointed  Secre- 
tary of  Michigan  Territory,  and 
served  in  that  capacity  during  the 
administration  of  Gov.  George  B. 
Porter.  Upon  the  death  of  Gov. 
Porter,  which  occurred  on  the  6th  of 
July,  1834,  Mr.  Mason  became  Act- 
ing Governor.  In  October,  1835,  he 
was  elected  Governor  under  the  State 
organization,  and  immediately  en- 
tered upon  the  performance  of  the 
duties  of  the  office,  although  the 
State  was  not  yet  admitted  into  the  Union.  After 
the  State  was  admitted  into  the  Union,  Governor 
Mason  was  re-elected  to  the  position,  and  served  with 
credit  to  himself  and  to  the  advantage  of  the  State. 
He  died  Jan.  4,  1843.  The  principal  event  during 
Governor  Mason's  official  career,  was  that  arising  from 
the  disputed  southern  boundary  of  the  State. 

Michigan  claimed  for  her  southern  boundary  aline 
running  east  across  the  peninsula  from  the  extreme 
southern  point  of  Lake  Michigan,  extending  through 
Lake  Erie,  to  the  Pennsylvania  line.  This  she 
claimed  as  a  vested  right— a  right  accruing  to  her  by 
compact.  This  compact  was  the  ordinance  of  1787, 
the  parties  to  which  were  the  original  13  States,  and 
the  territory  northwest  of  the  Ohio ;  and,  by  the  suc- 
cession of  parties  under  statutory  amendments  to  the 
ordinance  and  laws  of  Congress— the  United  States  on 
the  one  part,  and  each  Territory  northwest  of  the 
Ohio,  as  far  as  affected  by  their   provisions,   on   the 
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other.  Michigan,  therefore,  claimed  it  under  the  prior 
grant,  or  assignation  of  boundary. 

Ohio,  on  the  other  hand,  claimed  that  the  ordinance 
had  been  superseded  by  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  and  that  Congress  had  a  right  to  regu- 
late the  boundary.  It  was  also  claimed  that  the 
Constitution  of  the  State  of  Ohio  having  described  a 
different  line,  and  Congress  having  admitted  the  State 
under  that  Constitution,  without  mentioning  the  sub- 
ject of  the  line  in  dispute,  Congress  had  thereby  given 
its  consent  to  the  line  as  laid  down  by  the  Constitu- 
tion of  Ohio.  This  claim  was  urged  by  Ohio  at 
some  periods  of  the  controversy,  but  at  others  she  ap- 
peared to  regard  the  question  unsettled,  by  the  fact 
that  she  insisted  upon  Congress  taking  action  in  re- 
gard to  the  boundary.  Accordingly,  we  find  that,  in 
18 1 2,  Congress  authorized  the  Surveyor-General  to 
survey  a  line,  agreeably  to  the  act,  to  enable  the  people 
of  Ohio  to  form  a  Constitution  and  State  government. 
Owing  to  Indian  hostilities,  however,  the  line  was  not 
run  till  1 81 8.  In  1820,  the  question  in  dispute 
underwent  a  rigid  examination  by  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands.  The  claim  of  Ohio  was  strenuously 
urged  by  her  delegation,  and  as  ably  opposed  by  Mr. 
Woodbridge,  the  then  delegate  from  Michigan.  The 
result  was  that  the  committee  decided  unanimously 
in  favor  of  Michigan ;  but,  in  the  hurry  of  business, 
no  action  was  taken  by  Congress,  and  the  question 
remained  open  till  Michigan  organized  her  State  gov- 
ernment. 

The  Territory  in  dispute  is  about  five  miles  in 
width  at  the  west  end,  and  about  eight  miles  in  width 
at  the  east  end,  and  extends  along  the  whole  north- 
ern line  of  Ohio,  west  of  Lake  Erie.  The  line  claimed 
l)y  Michigan  was  known  as  the  "  Fulton  line,"  and 
that  claimed  by  Ohio  was  known  as  the"  Harris  line," 
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from  the  names  of  the  surveyors.  The  territory  was 
valuable  for  its  rich  agricultural  lands;  but  the  chief 
value  consisted  in  the  fact  that  the  harbor  on  the 
Maumee  River,  where  now  stands  the  flourishing  city 
of  Toledo,  was  included  within  its  limits  The  town 
originally  bore  the  name  of  Swan  Creek,  afterwards 
Port  Lawrence,  then  Vestula,  and  then  Toledo. 

In  February,  1835,  the  Legislature  of  Ohio  passed 
an  act  extending  the  jurisdiction  of  the  State  over 
the  territory  in  question;  erected  townships  and 
directed  them  to  hold  elections  in  April  following.  It 
also  directed  Governor  Lucus  to  appoint  three  com- 
missioners to  survey  and  re-mark  the  Harris  Hne;  and 
named  the  first  of  April  as  the  day  to  commence  the 
survey.  Acting  Governor  Mason,  however,  anticipated 
this  action  on  the  part  of  the  Ohio  Legislature,  sent 
a  special  message  to  the  Legislative  Council,  appris- 
ing it  of  Governor  Lucas'  message,  and  advised  imme- 
diate action  by  that  body  to  anticipate  and  counteract 
the  proceedings  of  Ohio.  Accordingly,  on  the  12th 
of  February,  the  council  passed  an  act  making  it  a 
crimmal  offence,  punishable  by  a  heavy  fine,  or  nn- 
prisonment,  for  any  one  to  attempt  to  exercise  any 
official  functions,  or  accept  any  office  within  the  juris- 
diction of  Michigan,  under  or  by  virture  of  any  au- 
thority not  derived  from  the  Territory,  or  the  United 
States.  On  the  9th  of  March,  Governor  Mason  wrote 
General  Brown,  then  in  command  of  the  Michigan 
militia,  directing  him  to  hold  himself  in  readiness  to 
meet  the  enemy  in  the  field  in  case  any  attempt  was 
made  on  the  part  of  Ohio  to  carry  out  the  provisions 
of  that  act  of  the  Legislature.  On  the  31st  of  March, 
Governor  Lucus,  with  his  commissioners,  arrived  at 
Perrysburgh,  on  their  way  to  commence  re-surveying 
the  Harris  line.  He  was  accompanied  by  General 
Bell  and  staff,  of  the  Ohio  Militia,  who  proceeded  to 
muster  a  volunteer  force  of  about  600  men.  This 
was  soon  accomplished,  and  the  force  fully  armed  and 
equipped.  The  force  then  went  into  camp  at  Fort 
Miami,  to  await  the  Governor's  orders. 

In  the  meantime,  Governor  Mason,  with  General 
Brown  and  staff,  had  raised  a  force  800  to  1200 
strong,  and  were  in  possession  of  Toledo.  General 
Brown's  Staff  consisted  of  Captain  Henry  Smith,  of 
Monroe,  Inspector;  Major  J.  J.  Ullman,  of  Con- 
stantine,  Quartermaster;  William  E.  Broadman,  of 
Detroit,  and  Alpheus  Felch,  of  Monroe,  Aids-de- 
camp. When  Governor  Lucas  observed  the  deter- 
mined bearing  of  the  Michigan  braves,  and  took  note 
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of  their  number,  he  found  it  convenient  to  content 
himself  for  a  time  with  "  watching  over  the  border." 
Several  days  were  passed  in  this  exhilarating  employ- 
ment, and  just  as  Governor  Lucas  had  made  up  his 
mind  to  do  something  rash,  two  commissioners  ar- 
rived from  Washington  on  a  mission  of  peace.  They 
remonstrated  with  Gov.  Lucus,  and  reminded  him  of 
the  consequences  to  himself  and  his  State  if  he  per- 
sisted in  his  attempt  to  gain  possession  of  the  disputed 
territory  by  force.  After  several  conferences  with 
both  governors,  the  commissioners  submitted  proposi- 
tions for  their  consideration. 

Governor  Lucas  at  once  accepted  the  propositions, 
and  disbanded  his  forces.  Governor  Mason,  on  the 
other  hand,  refused  to  accede  to  the  arrangement,  and 
declined  to  compromise  the  rights  of  his  people  by  a 
surrender  of  ix)ssession  and  jurisdiction.  When  Gov- 
ernor Lucus  disbanded  his  forces,  however,  Governor 
Mason  partially  followed  suit,  but  still  held  himself 
in  readiness  to  meet  any  emergency  that  might  arise. 
Governor  Lucus  now  supposed  that  his  way  was 
clear,  and  that  he  could  re-mark  the  Harris  line  with- 
out being  molested,  and  ordered  the  commissioners 
to  proceed  with  their  work. 

In  the  meantime,  Governor  Mason  kept  a  watch- 
ful eye  upon  the  proceedings.  General  Brown  sent 
scouts  through  the  woods  to  watch  their  movements, 
and  report  when  operations  were  commenced.  When 
the  surveying  party  got  within  the  county  of  Lena- 
wee, the  under-sheriff  of  that  county,  armed  with  a 
warrant,  and  accompanied  by  a  posse,  suddenly  made 
his  appearance,  and  succeeded  in  arresting  a  portion 
of  the  party.  The  rest,  including  the  commissioners, 
took  to  their  heels,  and  were  soon  beyond  the  dis- 
puted territory.  They  reached  Perrysburgh  the  fol- 
lowing day  in  a  highly  demoralized  condition,  and 
reported  they  had  been  attacked  by  an  overwhelm- 
ing force  of  Michigan  malitia,  under  command  of 
General  Brown. 

This  summary  breaking  up  of  the  surveying  party 
produced  the  most  tremendous  excitement  throughout 
Ohio.  Governor  Lucas  called  an  extra  session  of  the 
Legislature.  But  little  remains  to  be  said  in  reference 
to  the  "  war."  The  question  continued  for  some  time 
to  agitate  the  minds  of  the  opposing  parties ;  and  the 
action  of  Congress  was  impatiently  awaited.  Michigan 
was  admitted  into  the  Union  on  the  condition  that 
she  give  to  Ohio  the  disputed  territory,  and  accept 
in  return  the  Northern   Peninsula,   which   she   did. 
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ILLIAM       WOODBRIDGE, 

^second  Governor  of  Michigan, 
was  born  at  Norwich,  Conn., 
Aug.  20,  1780,  and  died  at 
Detroit  Oct.  20,  1861.  He 
was  of  a  family  of  three  brothers 
and  two  sisters.  His  father, 
Dudley  Woodbridge,  removed  to 
Marietta,  Ohio,  about  1 7  90.  The 
life  of  Wm.  Woodbridge,  by  Chas. 
Lauman,  from  which  this  sketch 
IS^  is  largely  com  piled,  mentions  noth- 
ing concerning  his  early  education 
beyond  the  fact  that  it  was  such  as 
was  afforded  by  the  average  school 
of  the  time,  except  a  year  with  the 
French  colonists  at  Gallipolis, 
where  he  acquired  a  knowledge  of 
1 13  the  French  language.  It  should 
be  borne  in  mind,  however,  that 
home  education  at  that  time  was 
an  indispensable  feature  in  the 
training  of  the  young.  To  this  and 
and  to  a  few  studies  well  mastered, 
is  due  that  strong  mental  discipline  which  has  served 
as  a  basis  for  many  of  the  grand  intellects  that  have 
adorned  and  helped  to  make  our  National  history. 
Mr.  Woodbridge  studied  law  at  Marietta,  having 
as  a  fellow  student  an  intimate  personal  friend,  a 
young  man  subsequently  distinguished,  but  known 
at  that  time  simply  as  Lewis  Cass.  He  graduated  at 
the  law  school  in  Connecticut,  after  a  course  there  of 
nearly  three  years,  and  began  to  practice  at  Marietta 
in  1806.  In  June,  1806,  he  married,  at  Hartford,  Con- 
necticut, Juleanna,  daughter  of  John  Trumbell,  a 
distinguished  author   and  judge ;  and  author  of  the 


peom  McFingal,  which,  during  a  dark  period  of  the 
Revolution,  wrought  such  a  magic  change  upon  the 
spirits  of  the  colonists.  He  was  happy  in  his  domes- 
tic relations  until  the  death  of  Mrs.  W.,  Feb.  2, 19,  i860. 

Our  written  biographies  necessarily  speak  more 
fully  of  men,  because  of  their  active  participation  in 
public  affairs,  but  human  actions  are  stamped  upon 
the  page  of  time  and  when  the  scroll  shall  be  unrolled 
the  influence  of  good  women  upon  the  history  of  the 
world  will  be  read  side  by  side  with  the  deeds  of  men. 
How  much  success  and  renown  in  life  many  men  owe 
to  their  wives  is  probably  little  known.  Mrs.  W.  en- 
joyed the  best  means  of  early  education  that  the 
country  afforded,  and  her  intellectual  genius  enabled 
her  to  improve  her  advantages.  During  her  life,  side 
by  side  with  the  highest  type  of  domestic  and  social 
graces,  she  manifested  a  keen  intellectuality  that 
formed  the  crown  of  a  faultless  character.  She  was 
a  natural  poet,  and  wrote  quite  a  large  number  of  fine 
verses,  some  of  which  are  preserved  in  a  printed 
memorial  essay  written  upon  the  occasion  of  her 
death.  In  this  essay,  it  is  said  of  her  "to  contribute 
even  in  matters  of  minor  importance,  to  elevate  the 
reputation  and  add  to  the  well  being  of  her  husband 
in  the  various  stations  he  was  called  upon  to  fill,  gave 
her  the  highest  satisfaction  "  She  was  an  invalid 
during  the  latter  portion  of  her  life,  but  was  patient 
and  cheerful  to  the  end. 

In  1807,  Mr.  W.  was  chosen  a  representative  to  the 
General  Assembly  of  Ohio,  and  in  1809  was  elected  to 
the  Senate,  continuing  a  member  by  re-election  until 
his  removal  from  the  State.  He  also  held,  by  ap- 
pointment, during  the  time  the  office  of  Prosecuting 
Attorney  for  his  county.  He  took  a  leading  part  in 
the  Legislature,  and  in  181 2  drew  up  a  declaration  and 
resolutions,  which  passed  the  two  houses unaminously 
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and  attracted  great  attention,  endorsing,  in  strongest 
and  most  emphatic  terms,  the  war  measures  of  Presi- 
dent Madison.     During  the  period  from  1804  to  1814 
the  two  law  students,  Woodbridge  and  Cass,  had  be- 
come widely  separated.     The  latter  was  Governor  of 
the  Territory  of  Michigan  under  the  historic  ''Governor 
and  Judges"  plan,  with  the  indispensable  requisite  of  a 
Secretary  of  the  Territorry.     This  latter  position  was, 
in  1814,  without  solicitation  on  his  part,  tendered  to 
Mr.  W.     He  accepted  the  position  with  some  hesita- 
tion, and  entered  upon  its  duties  as  soon  as  he  could 
make  the  necessary   arrangements  for  leaving  Ohio. 
The  office  of  Secretary  involved  also  the  duties   of 
coUectorof  customs  at  the  port  of  Detroit,  and  during 
the  frequent  absences  of  the  Governor,  the  discharge  of 
of  his  duties,  also  including  those  of  Superintendent 
of  Indian  Affairs.     Mr.  W.  officiated  as  Governor  for 
about  two  years  out  of  the  eight  years  that  he  held  the 
office  of  Secretary    Under  the  administration  of  "Gov- 
ernor and  Judges,"  which  the  people  of  the  Territory 
preferred  for  economical  reasons,  to  continue  some  time 
after  their  numbers  entitled  them  to  a  more  popular 
representative  system,  they  were  allowed  no  delegate 
in  Congress.     Mr.  W.,  as  a  sort  of  informal  agent  of 
the  people,  by  correspondence  and  also  by  a  visit  to 
the  National  capital,  so  clearly  set  forth  the  demand 
for  representation  by  a  delegate,  that  an    act  was 
passedin  Congress  in  iSipauthorizingone  tobechosen. 
Under  this  act  Mr.  W.  was  elected  by  the  concurrence 
of  all  parties.    His  first  action  in  Congress  was  to  secure 
the  passage  of  a  bill  recognizing  and  confirming  the 
old  French  land  titles  in  the  Territory  according  to 
the  terms  of  the  treaty  of  peace  with  Great  Britain 
at  the  close  of  the  Revolution ;  and  another  for  the 
construction  of  a  Government  road  through  the  "black 
swamps"  from  the  Miami  River  to  Detroit,  thus  open- 
ing a  means  of  land  transit  between  Ohio  and  Mich- 
igan.    He  was  influential  in  securing  the  passage  of 
bills  for  the  construction  of  Government   roads  from 
Detroit  to  Chicago,  and  Detroit  to  Fort  Gratiot,  and 
for  the  improvement  of  La  Plaisance  Bay.     The  ex- 
pedition for  the  exploration  of  the  country    around 
Lake  Superior  and  in  the  valley  of  the  Upper  Mis- 
sissippi, projected  by  Governor  Cass,  was  set  on  foot 
by  means  of  representations  made  to  the  head  of  the 
department  by  Mr.  W.     While  in  Congress  he  stren- 
uously maintained  the  right  of  Michigan  to  the  strip 
of  territory  now   forming  the  northern   boundary  of 
Ohio,  which  formed  the  subject  of  such  grave  dispute 
between  Ohio  and  Michigan  at  the  time  of  the  ad- 
mission of  the  latter  into   the    Union.     He    served 
but     one     term    as     delegate     to     Congress,     de- 
clining further   service    on    account  of  personal  and 
family  considerations.     Mr.  W.  continued  to  discharge 
the  duties  of  Secretary  of  the  Territory  up  to  the  time 
its  Government  passed  into  the  "second  grade." 

In    1824,  he    was    appointed   one  of  a  board     of 
commissioners  for  adjusting  private  land  claims  in 


the  Territory,  and  was  engaged  also  in  the  practice  of 
his  profession,  having  the  best  law  library  in  the  Ter- 
ritory. In  1828,  upon  the  recommendation  of  the 
Governor,  Judges  and  others,  he  was  appointed  by  the 
President,  J.  Q.  Adams,  to  succeed  Hon.  James  With- 
erell,  who  had  resigned  as  a  Judgeof  what  is  conven- 
tionally called  the  "Supreme  Court"  of  the  Territory. 
This  court  was  apparently  a  continuation  of  the  Terri- 
torial Court,  under  the  "first  grade"  or  "Governor  and 
Judges"  system.  Although  it  was  supreme  in  its  ju- 
dicial functions  within  the  Territory,  its  powers  and 
duties  were  of  a  very  general  character. 

In  1832,  the  term  of  his  appointment  as  Judge  ex- 
piring. President  Jackson  appointed  a  successor,  it  is 
supposed  on  political  grounds,  much  to  the  disappoint- 
ment of  the  public  and  the  bar  of  the  Territory.  The 
partisan  feehng  of  the  time  extended  into  the  Terri- 
tory, and  its  people  began  to  think  of  assuming  the 
dignity  of  a  State  government.  Party  Unes  becom- 
ing very  sharply  drawn,  he  identified  himself  with 
the  Whigs  and  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Conven- 
tion of  1835,  which  formed  the  first  State  Constitution. 
In  1837  he  was  elected  amember  of  tie  St  ate  Senate. 
This  sketch  has  purposely  dealt  somewhat  in  detail 
with  what  may  be  called  Judge  W's.  earher  career, 
because  it  is  closely  identified  with  the  early  his- 
tory of  the  State,  and  the  development  of  its  politi- 
cal system.  Since  the  organization  of  the  State  Gov- 
ernment the  history  of  Michigan  is  more  familiar,  and 
hence  no  review  of  Judge  W's  career  as  Governor 
and  Senator  will  be  attempted.  He  was  elected  Gov- 
ernor in  1839,  under  a  popular  impression  that  the 
affairs  of  the  State  had  not  been  prudently  adminis- 
tered by  the  Democrats.  He  served  as  Governor  but 
little  more  than  a  year,  when  he  was  elected  to  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States. 

His  term  in  the  Senate  practically  closed  his  polit- 
ical life,  although  he  was  strongly  urged  by  many 
prominent  men  for  the  Whig  nomination  for  Vice 
President  in  1848. 

Soon  after  his  appointment  as  Judge  in  1828,  Gov- 
ernor W.  took  up  his  residence  on  a  tract  of  land 
which  he  owned  in  the  township  of  Spring  Wells,  a 
short  distance  below  what  was  then  the  corporate  lim- 
its of  Detroit,  where  he  resided  during  the  remainder 
of  his  life.  Both  in  his  public  papers  and  private 
communications.  Governor  W.  shows  himself  a  mas- 
ter of  language;  he  is  fruitful  in  simile  and  illustra- 
tion, logical  in  arrangement,  happy  in  the  choice  and 
treatment  of  topics,  and  terse  and  vigorous  in  expres- 
sion. Judge  W.  was  a  Congregationalist.  His  opinions 
on  all  subjects  were  decided ;  he  was  earnest  and 
energetic,  courteous  and  dignified,  and  at  times  ex- 
hibited a  vein  of  fine  humor  that  was  the  more  at- 
tractive because  not  too  often  allowed  to  come  to  the 
surface.  His  letters  and  addresses  show  a  deep  and 
earnest  affection  not  only  for  his  ancestral  home,  but 
the  home  of  bis  adoption  and  for  friends  and  family. 
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OHN    STEWARD    BARRY, 

I  Governor  of  Michigan  from 
Jan.  3,  1842,  to  Jan.  5,  1846, 
and  from  Jan.  7,  1850,  to  Jan. 
I,  1852,  was  born  at  Amherst, 
N.  H.,  Jan.  29,  1802.  His  par- 
ents, John  and  Ellen  (Steward) 
Barry,  early  removed  to  Rocking- 
ham, Vt.,  where  he  remained  until 
he  became  of  age,  working  on  his 
father's  farm,  and  pursuing  his 
studies  at  the  same  time.  He  mar- 
ried Mary  Kidder,  of  Grafton,  Vt., 
and  in  1824  went  to  Georgia,  Vt., 
where  he  had  charge  of  an  academy 
for  two  years,  meanwhile  studying 
law.  He  afterward  practiced  law  in 
that  State.  While  he  was  in  Georgia  he  was  for  some 
time  a  member  of  the  Governor's  staff,  with  the  title 
of  Governor's  Aid,  and  at  a  somewhat  earlier  period 
was  Captain  of  a  company  of  State  militia.  In  183 1 
he  removed  to  Michigan,  and  settled  at  White  Pigeon, 
where  he  engaged  in  mercantile  business  with  I.  W. 
Willard. 

Four  years  after,  1834,  Mr.  Barry  removed  to  Con- 


stantine  and  continued  his  mercantile  pursuits.  He 
became  Justice  of  the  Peace  at  White  Pigeon,  Mich.» 
in  1831,  and  held  the  office  until  the  year  1835. 
Mr.  Barry's  first  public  office  was  that  of  a  member 
of  the  first  constitutional  convention,  which  assembled 
and  framed  the  constitution  uix)n  which  Michigan 
was  admitted  into  the  Union.  He  took  an  important 
and  prominent  part  in  the  proceedings  of  that  body, 
and  showed  himself  to  be  a  man  of  far  more  than 
ordinary  ability. 

Upon  Michigan  being  admitted  into  the  Union, 
Mr.  Barry  was  chosen  State  Senator,  and  so  favorably 
were  his  associates  impressed  with  his  abilities  at  the 
first  session  of  the  Legislature  that  they  looked  to  him 
as  a  party  leader,  and  that  he  should  head  the  State 
ticket  at  the  following  election.  Accordingly  he  re- 
ceived the  nomination  for  Governor  at  the  hands 
of  his  party  assembled  in  convention.  He  was 
elected,  and  so  popular  was  his  administration  that,  in 
1842,  he  was  again  elected.  During  these  years 
Michigan  was  embarrassed  by  great  financial  diffi- 
culties, and  it  was  through  his  wisdom  and  sound  judg- 
ment that  the  State  was  finally  placed  upon  a  solid 
financial  basis. 

During  the  first  year  of  Gov.  Barry's  first  term,  the 
University  at  Ann  Arbor  was  opened  for  the  reception 
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of  students.  The  Michigan  Central  and  Michigan 
Southern  railroads  were  being  rapidly  constructed,  and 
general  progress  was  eveiywhere  noticeable.  In  1842, 
the  number  of  pupils  reported  as  attending  the  public 
schools  was  nearly  fifty-eight  thousand.  In  1843,  a 
State  land  office  was  established  at  Marshall,  which 
was  invested  with  the  charge  and  disposition  of  all 
the  lands  belonging  to  the  State  In  1844,  the  tax- 
able property  of  the  State  was  found  to  be  over 
twenty-eight  millions  of  dollars,  the  tax  being  at  the 
rate  of  two  mills  on  the  dollar.  The  expenses  of  the 
State  were  only  seventy  thousand  dollars,  while  the 
income  from  the  railroads  was  nearly  three  hundred 
thousand  dollars.  At  this  time  the  University  of 
Michigan  had  become  so  prosperous  that  its  income 
was  ample  to  xjay  the  interest  on  the  University  debt ; 
and  the  amount  of  money  which  the  State  was  able 
to  loan  the  several  progressing  railroads  was  one 
hundred  and  twenty  thousand  dollars.  Efforts  were 
made  to  increase  the  efficiency  of  the  common  schools 
with  good  results  In  1845,  when  Gov.  Barry's  sec- 
ond term  expired,  the  population  of  the  State  was 
more  than  three  hundred  thousand. 

The  constitution  of  the  State  forbade  more  than  two 
consecutive  terms,  but  he  was  called  upon  to  fill  the 
position  again  in  1850 — the  only  instance  of  the  kind 
in  the  history  of  the  State.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Territorial  Legislature,  of  the  Constitutional  Conven- 
tion, and  afterward  of  the  State  House  of  Represent- 
atives. 

During  Mr.  Barry's  third  term  as  Governor  the  Nor- 
mal School  was  established  at  Ypsilanti,  which  was 
endowed  with  lands  and  placed  in  charge  of  a  board 
of  education  consisting  of  six  persons.  A  new  con- 
stitution for  the  government  of  the  State  was  also 
adopted  and  the  "  Great  Railway  Conspiracy  Case  " 
was  tried.  This  grew  out  of  a  series  of  lawless  acts 
which  had  been  committed  upon  the  property  of  the 
Michigan  Central  Railroad  Company,  along  the  line 
of  their  road,  and  finally  the  burning  of  the  depot 
at  Detroit,  in  1850. 

At  a  setting  of  the  grand  jury  of  Wayne  County, 
April  24,  185 1,  37  men  of  the  50  under  arrest  for  this 
crime  were  indicted.  May  20,  following,  the  accused 
parties  appeared  at  the  Circuit  Court  of  Wayne,  of 
which  Warner  Wing  was  resident  judge.  The  Rail- 
road Company  employed  ten  eminent  lawyers,  in- 
cluding David  Stuart,  John  Van  Arman,  James  A. 
Van  Dyke,  Jacob  M.  Howard,  Alex.  D.  Eraser,  Dan- 
iel Goodwin  and  William  Gray.  The  defendants  were 
represented  by  six  members  of  the  State  bar,  led  by 
William  H.  Seward,  of  New  York.  The  trial  occupied 
four  months,  during  which  time  the  plaintiffs  exam- 
ined 246  witnesses  in  27  days,  and  the  defendants 
249  in  40  days.  Mr.  Van  Dyke  addressed  the  jury 
for  the  prosecution;  William  H.  Seward  for  the 
defense. 

The  great  lawyer  was  convinced  of  the  innocence 


of  his  clients,  nor  did  the  verdict  of  that  jury  and  the 
sentence  of  that  judge  remove  his  firm  belief  that  his 
clients  were  the  victims  of  purchased  treachery, 
rather  than  so  many  sacrifices  to  justice. 

The  verdict  of  "  guilty  "  was  rendered  at  9  o'clock 
p.  M.,  Sept.  25,  185 1.  On  the  26th  the  prisoners  were 
put  forward  to  receive  sentence,  when  many  of  them 
protested  their  entire  innocence,  after  which  the  pre- 
siding judge  condemned  12  of  the  number  to  the  fol- 
lowing terms  of  imprisonment,  with  hard  labor,  within 
the  State's  prison,  situate  in  their  county :  Ammi 
Filley,  ten  years ;  Orlando  L.  Williams,  ten  years; 
Aaron  Mount,  eight  years ;  Andrew  J.  Freeland,  eight 
years;  Eben  Farnham,  eight  years ;  William  Corvin, 
eight?  years ;  Richard  Price,  eight  years ;  Evan  Price, 
eight  years;  Lyman  Champlin,  five  years;  Willard 
W.  Champlin,  five  years;  Erastus  Champlin,  five 
years;  Erastus  Smith,  ^\^  years. 

In  1840,  Gov.  Barry  became  deeply  interested  in 
the  cultivation  of  the  sugar  beet,  and  visited  Europe 
to  obtain  information  in  reference  to  its  culture. 

He  was  twice  Presidential  Elector,  and  his  last 
public  service  was  that  of  a  delegate  to  the  National 
Democratic  Convention  held  in  Chicago  in  1864. 

He  was  a  man  who,  throughout  life,  maintained  a 
high  character  for  integrity  and  fidelity  to  the  trusts 
bestowed  upon  him,  whether  of  a  public  or  a  private 
nature,  and  he  is  acknowledged  by  all  to  have  been 
one  of  the  most  efficient  and  popular  Governors  the 
State  has  ever  had. 

Gov.  Barry  was  a  man  of  incorruptible  integrity. 
His  opinions,  which  he  reached  by  the  most  thorough 
investigation,  he  held  tenaciously.  His  strong  con- 
victions and  outspoken  honesty  made  it  impossible  for 
him  to  take  an  undefined  position  when  a  principle 
was  involved.  His  attachments  and  prejudices  were 
strong,  yet  he  was  never  accused  of  favoritism  in  his 
administration  of  public  affairs.  As  a  speaker  he  was 
not  remarkable.  Solidity,  rather  than  brilliancy,  char- 
acterized his  oratory,  which  is  described  as  argument- 
ative and  instructive,  but  cold,  hard,  and  entirely 
wanting  in  rhetorical  ornament.  He  was  never  elo- 
quent, seldom  humorous  or  sarcastic,  and  in  manner 
rather  awkward. 

Although  Mr.  Barry's  educational  advantages  were 
so  limited,  he  was  a  life-long  student.  He  mastered 
both  ancient  and  modern  languages,  and  acquired  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  history.  No  man  owed  less 
to  political  intrigue  as  a  means  of  gaining  posi- 
tion. He  was  a  true  statesman,  and  gained  public  es- 
teem by  his  solid  worth.  His  poHtical  connections 
were  always  with  the  Democratic  party,  and  his  opin- 
ions were  usually  extreme. 

Mr.  Barry  retired  to  private  life  after  the  beginning 
of  the  ascendency  of  the  Republican  party,  and  car- 
ried on  his  mercantile  business  at  Constantine.  He 
died  Jan.  14,  1870,  his  wife's  death  having  occurred  a 
year  previous,  March  30,  1869.  They  left  no  children. 
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LPHEUS  FELCH,  the  third 
Governor  of  Michigan,  was 
born  in  Limerick,  Maine,  Sep- 
tember 28,  1806.  His  grand- 
father, Abijah  Felch,  was  a  sol- 
dier in  the  Revokition ;  and 
when  a  young  man,  having  with 
others  obtained  a  grant  of  land  be- 
tween the  Great  and  Little  Ossipee 
Rivers,  in  Maine,  moved  to  that  re- 
gion when  it  was  yet  a  wilderness. 
The  father  of  Mr.  Felch  embarked  in 
mercantile  life  at  Limerick.  He  was 
the  first  to  engage  in  that  business  in 
that  section,  and  continued  it  until 
his  death.  The  death  of  the  father, 
followed  within  a  year  by  the  death  of 
the  mother,  left  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  then  three 
years  old,  to  the  care  of  relatives,  and  he  found  a 
home  with  his  paternal  grandfather,  where  he  re- 
mained until  his  death.  Mr  Felch  received  his  early 
education  in  the  district  school  and  a  neighboring 
academy.  In  182 1  he  became  a  student  at  Phillips 
Exter  Academy,  and,  subsequently,  entered  Bowdoin 
College,  graduated  with  the  class  of  1827.  He  at 
once  began  the  study  of  law  and  was  admitted  to 
practice  at  Bangor,  Me.,  in  1830. 

He  began  the  practice  of  his  profession  at  Houlton, 
Me.,  where  he  remained  until  1833.  The  severity 
of  the  climate  impaired  his  health,  never  very  good, 
and  he  found  it  necessary  to  seek  a  change  of  climate. 
He  disposed  of  his  library  and  started  to  seek 
a  new  home.     His  intention  was  to  join  his  friend. 


Sargent  S.  Prentiss,  at  Vicksburg,  Miss.,  but  on  his 
arrival  at  Cincinnati,  Mr.  Felch  was  attacked  by 
cholera,  and  when  he  had  recovered  sufficiently  to 
permit  of  his  traveling,  found  that  the  danger  of  the 
disease  was  too  great  to  permit  a  journey  down  the 
river.  He  therefore  determined  to  come  to  Michi- 
gan. He  first  began  to  practice  in  this  State  at  Mon- 
roe, where  he  contmued  until  1843,  when  he  removed 
to  Ann  Arbor.  He  was  elected  to  the  State  Legisla- 
ture in  1835,  and  continued  a  member  of  that  body 
during  the  years  1836  and  1837.  While  he  held  this 
office,  the  general  banking  law  of  the  State  was  enact- 
ed, and  went  into  operation.  After  mature  delibera- 
tion, he  became  convinced  that  the  proposed  system 
of  banking  could  not  prove  beneficial  to  the  public 
interests ;  and  that,  instead  of  relieving  the  people 
from  the  pecuniary  difficulties  under  which  they  were 
laboring,  it  would  result  in  still  further  embarrass- 
ment. He,  therefore,  opposed  the  bill,  and  pointed 
out  to  the  House  the  disasters  which,  in  his  opinion, 
were  sure  to  follow  its  passage.  The  public  mind, 
however,  was  so  favorably  impressed  by  the  measure 
that  no  other  member,  in  either  branch  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, raised  a  dissenting  voice,  and  but  two  voted  with 
him  in  opposition  to  the  bill.  Early  in  1838,  he  was 
appointed  one  of  the  Bank  Commissioners  of  the 
State,  and  held  that  office  for  more  than  a  year.  Dur- 
ing this  time,  the  new  banking  law  had  given  birth  to 
that  numerous  progeny  known  as  "wild-cat"  banks. 
Almost  every  village  had  its  bank.  The  country  was 
flooded  with  depressed  "wild-cat"  money.  The  ex- 
aminations of  the  Bank  Commissioners  brought  to 
light  frauds  at  every  point,  which  were  fearlessly  re- 
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ported  to  the  Legislature,  and  were  followed  by  crim- 
inal prosecutions  of  the  guilty  parties,  and  the  closing 
of  many  of  their  institutions.  The  duties  of  the  of- 
fice were  most  laborious,  and  in  1839  Mr.  Felch  re- 
signed. The  chartered  right  of  almost  every  bank 
had,  in  the  meantime,  been  declared  forfeited  and 
the  law  repealed.  It  was  subsequently  decided  to 
be  constitutional  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State. 
In  the  year  1842  Governor  Felch  was  appointed 
to  the  office  of  Auditor  General  of  the  State;  but 
after  holding  the  office  only  a  few  weeks,  was  com- 
missioned by  the  Governor  as  one  of  the  Judges  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  to  fill  a  vacancy  caused  by  the  resig- 
nation of  Judge  Fletcher.  In  January,  1843,  he  was 
elected  to  the  United  States  Senate  for  an  unexpired 
term.  In  1845  he  was  elected  Governor  of  Michigan, 
and  entered  upon  his  duties  at  the  commencement  of 
the  next  year.  In  1847  he  was  elected  a  Senator 
in  Congress  for  six  years ;  and  at  once  retired  from 
the  office  of  Governor,  by  resignation,  which  took 
effect  March  4,  1847,  when  his  Senatorial  term  com- 
menced. While  a  member  of  the  Senate  he  acted  on 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  and  for  four  years 
was  its  Chairman.  He  filled  the  honorable  ix)sition 
of  Senator  with  becoming  dignity,  and  with  great 
credit  to  the  State  of  Michigan. 

During  Governor  Felch's  administration  the  two 
railroads  belonging  to  the  State  were  sold  to  private 
corporations, — the  Central  for  $2,000,000,  and  the 
Southern  for  $500,000.  The  exports  of  the  State 
amounted  in  1846  to  $4,647,608.  The  total  capacity 
of  vessels  enrolled  in  the  collection  district  at  Detroit 
was  26,928  tons,  the  steam  vessels  having  8,400  and 
the  sailing  vessels  18,528  tons,  the  whole  giving  em- 
ployment to  18,000  seamen.  In  1847,  there  were  39 
counties  in  the  State,  containing  435  townships  ;  and 
275  of  these  townships  were  supplied  with  good  libra- 
ries, containing  an  aggregate  of  37,000  volumes. 

At  the  close  of  his  Senatorial  term,  in  March,  1853, 
Mr.  Felch  was  appointed,  by  President  Pierce,  one  of 
the  Commissioners  to  adjust  and  settle  the  Spanish 


and  Mexican  land  claims  in   California,   under  the 

treaty  of  Gaudalupe  Hidalgo,  and  an  act  of  Congress 
passed  for  that  purpose.  He  went  to  California  in 
May,  1853,  and  was  made  President  of  the  Commis- 
sion. The  duties  of  this  office  were  of  the  most  im- 
portant and  delicate  character.  The  interest  of  the 
new  State,  and  the  fortunes  of  many  of  its  citizens, 
both  the  native  Mexican  population  and  the  recent 
American  immigration ;  the  right  of  the  Pueblos  to 
their  common  lands,  and  of  the  Catholic  Church  to 
the  lands  of  the  Missions, — the  most  valuable  of  the 
State, — wereinvolved  in  the  adjudications  of  this  Com- 
mission. In  March,  1856,  their  labors  were  brought 
to  a  close  by  the  final  disposition  of  all  the  claims 
which  were  presented.  The  record  of  their  proceed- 
ings,— the  testimony  which  was  given  in  each  case, 
and  the  decision  of  the  Commissioners  thereon, — 
consisting  of  some  forty  large  volumes,  was  deposited 
in  the  Department  of  the  Interior  at  Washington. 

In  June  of  that  year,  Governor  Felch  returned  to 
Ann  Arbor,  where  he  has  since  been  engaged  piinci- 
pally  in  legal  business.  Since  his  return  he  has 
been  nominated  for  Governor  and  also  for  U.  S.  Sen- 
ator, and  twice  for  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court.  But 
the  Democratic  party,  to  which  he  has  always  been 
attached,  being  in  the  minority,  he  failed  of  an  elec- 
tion. In  1873  he  withdrew  from  the  active  practice 
of  law,  and,  with  the  exception  of  a  tour  in  Europe, 
in  1875  has  since  led  a  life  of  retirement  at  his  home 
in  Ann  Arbor.  In  1877  the  University  of  Michigan 
conferred  upon  him  the  degree  of  LL.  D.  For 
many  years  he  was  one  of  the  Regents  of  Michigan 
University,  and  in  the  spring  of  1879  was  appointed 
Tappan  Professor  of  Law  in  the  same.  Mr.  Felch  is 
the  oldest  surviving  member  of  the  Legislature  from 
Monroe  Co.,  the  oldest  and  only  surviving  Bank  Com- 
missioner of  the  State,  the  oldest  surviving  Auditor 
General  of  the  State,  the  oldest  surviving  Governor  of 
the  State,  the  oldest  surviving  Judge  of  the  Suprem.e 
Court  of  Michigan,  and  the  oldest  surviving  United 
States   Senator   from   the   State   of  Michigan 
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ILLIAM      L.      GREENLY 
Governor  of  Michigan  for  the 
year  1847,  was  born  at  Hamil- 
ton, Madison  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Sept. 
18,1813.   He  graduated  at  Un- 
V   ion     College,     Schenectady,    in 
1 83 1,  studied  law  and  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  in    1834.     In 
1836,  having  removed  to  Michi- 
gan, he  settled  in  Adrian,  where 
he  has    since   resided.     The   year 
following   his  arrival  in    Michigan 
he  was  elected  State  Senator  and 
served  in  that  capacity  until   1839. 
In  1845  he  was  elected  Lieut.  Gov- 
|il    ernor  and  became  acting  Governor 
5^    by  the  resignation  of  Gov,  Felch, 
who   was    elected    to   the    United 
States  Senate. 

The  war  with  Mexico  was  brought 
to  a  successful  termination  during  Gov.  Greenly  s 
administration.  We  regret  to  say  that  there  are  only 
few  records  extant  of  the  action  of  Michigan  troops 
in  the  Mexican  war.  That  many  went  there  and 
fought  well  are  points  conceded ;  but  their  names  and 
nativity  are  hidden  away  in  United  States  archives 
4<  __ 


and  where  it  is  almost   impossible  to  find  them. 

The  soldiers  of  this  State  deserve  much  of  the 
credit  of  the  memorable  achievements  of  Co.  K,  3d 
Dragoons,  and  Cos.  A,  E,  and  G  of  the  U.  S.  Inf. 
The  two  former  of  these  companies,  recruited  in  this 
State,  were  reduced  to  one-third  their  original  num- 
ber. 

In  May,  1846, the  Governor  of  Michigan  was  noti- 
fied by  the  War  Department  of  the  United  States  to 
enroll  a  regiment  of  volunteers,  to  be  held  in  readi- 
ness for  service  whenever  demanded.  At  his  sum- 
mons 13  independent  volunteer  companies,  11  of 
infantry  and  two  of  cavalry,  at  once  fell  into  line.  Of 
the  infantry  four  companies  were  from  Detroit,  bear- 
ing the  honored  names  of  Montgomery,  Lafayette, 
Scott  and  Brady  upon  their  banners.  Of  the  re- 
mainder Monroe  tendered  two,  Lenawee  County  three, 
St.  Clair,  Berrien  and  Hillsdale  each  one,  and  Wayne 
County  an  additional  company.  Of  these  alone  the 
veteran  Bradys  were  accepted  and  ordered  into  ser- 
vice. In  addition  to  them  ten  companies,  making  the 
First  Regiment  of  Michigan  Volunteers,  springing 
from  various  parts  of  the  State,  but  embodying  to  a 
great  degree  the  material  of  which  the  first  volunteers 
was  formed,  were  not  called  for  until  October  follow- 
ing. This  regiment  was  soon  in  readiness  and  pro- 
ceeded by  orders  from  Government  to  the  seat  of  war. 
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HE    HON.     EPAPHRODI- 
TUS  RANSOM,  the  Seventh 
Governor  of  Michigan,  was  a 
native  of  Massachusetts.     In 
that  State  he  received  a  col- 
legiate education,  studied   law, 
and  was  admitted    to   the    bar. 
Removing    to    Michigan    about 
the  time  of  its  admission  to  the 
Union,  he  took  up  his  residence 
at  Kalamazoo. 

Mr.  Ransom  served  with  marked 
ability  for  a  number  of  years  in  the 
State  Legislature,  and  in  1837  he  was  appointed  As- 
sociate Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court.  In  1843  he 
was  promoted  to  Chief  Justice,  which  office  he  re- 
tained until  1845,  when  he  resigned. 

Shortly  afterwards  he  became  deeply  interested  in 
the  building  of  plank  roads  in  the  western  portion  of 
the  State,  and  in  this  business  lost  the  greater  portion 
of  the  property  which  he  had  accumulated  by  years 
of  toil  and  industry. 

Mr.  Ransom  became  Governor  of  the  State  of 
Michigan  in  the  fall  of  1847,  and  served  during  one 
term,  performing  the  duties  of  the  office  in  a  truly 
statesmanlike  manner.  He  subsequently  became 
President  of  the  Michigan  Agricultural  Society,  in 
which  position  he  displayed  the   same   ability   that 


shone  forth  so  prominently  in  his  acts  as  Governor. 
He  held  the  office  of  Regent  of  the  Michigan  Univer- 
sity several  times,  and  ever  advocated  a  liberal  policy 
in  its  management. 

Subsequently  •  he  was  appointed  receiver  of  the 
land  office  in  one  of  the  districts  in  Kansas,  by  Pres- 
ident Buchanan,  to  which  State  he  had  removed,  and 
where  he  died  before  the  expiration  of  his  term  of 
office. 

We  sum  up  the  events  and  affairs  of  the  State  un- 
der Gov.  Ransom's  administration  as  follows :  The 
Asylum  for  the  Insane  was  estabHsed,  as  also  the 
Asylum  for  the  Deaf,  Dumb  and  Blind.  Both  of 
these  institutes  were  liberally  endowed  with  lands, 
and  each  of  them  placed  in  charge  of  a  board  of  five 
trustees.  The  appropriation  in  1849  for  the  deaf  and 
dumb  and  blind  amounted  to  $81,500.  On  the  first 
of  March,  1848,  the  first  telegraph  line  was  com- 
pleted from  New  York  to  Detroit,  and  the  first  dis- 
patch transmitted  on  that  day.  The  followmg  figures 
show  the  progress  in  agriculture  :  The  land  reported 
as  under  cultivation  in  1848  was  1,437,460  acres;  of 
wheat  there  were  produced  4,749,300  bushels;  other 
grains,  8,197,767  bushels;  wool,  1,645,756  pounds; 
maple  sugar,  1,774,369  pounds;  horses,  52,305;  cat- 
tle, 210,268;  swine,  152,541;  sheep,  610,534;  while 
the  flour  mills  numbered  228,  and  the  lumber  mills 
amounted  to  730.  1847,  an  act  was  passed  removing 
the  Legislature  from  Detroit  to  Lansing,  and  tempo- 
rary buildings  for  the  use  of  the  Legislature  were  im- 
mediately erected,  at  a  cost  of  $12,450. 
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OBERT  Mc  CLELLAND, 
j^Governor  of  Michigan  from 
Jan.  1, 185  2,  to  March  8,1853, 
was  born  at  Greencastle,  Frank- 
^  lin  Co.,  Peiin.,  Aug.  i,  1807. 
Among  his  ancestors  were  several 
officers  of  rank  in  the  Revolution- 
ary war,  and  some  of  his  family  con- 
nections were  distinguished  in  the 
'  war  of  1812,  and  that  with  Mexico. 
His  father  was  an  eminent  physician 
and  surgeon  who  studied  under  Dr. 
Benj.  Rush,  of  Philadelphia,  and 
practiced  his  profession  successfully 
until  six  months  before  his  death,  at 
the  age  of  84  years.  Although  Mr. 
McClelland's  family  had  been  in  good  circum- 
stances, when  he  was  17  years  old  he  was  thrown 
upon  his  own  resources.  After  taking  the  usual  pre- 
Uminary  studies,  and  teaching  school  to  obtain  the 
means,  he  entered  Dickinson  College,  at  Carlisle, 
Penn.,  from  which  he  graduated  among  the  first  in 
his  class,  in  1829.  He  then  resumed  teaching,  and 
having  completed  the  course  of  study  for  the  legal 
profession,  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  Chambersburg, 
Penn.,  in  1831.  Soon  afterward  he  removed  to  the 
city  of  Pittsburgh,  where  he  practiced  for  almost  a 

year. 

In  1833,  Mr.  McClelland  removed  to  Monroe,    in 
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the  Territory  of  Michigan,  where,  after  a  severe  ex- 
amination, he  became  a  member  of  the  bar  of  Michi- 
gan, and  engaged  in  practice  with  bright  prospect  of 
success.  In  1835,  a  convention  was  called  to  frame 
a  constitution  for  the  proposed  State  of  Michigan,  of 
which  Mr.  McClelland  was  elected  a  member.  He 
took  a  prominent  part  in  its  deliberations  and  ranked 
among  its  ablest  debaters.  He  was  appointed  the 
first  Bank  Commissioner  of  the  State,  by  Gov.  Mason, 
and  received  an  offer  of  the  Attorney  Generalship,  but 
declined  both  of  these  offices  in  order  to  attend  to  his 
professional  duties. 

In  1838,  Mr.  McClelland  was  elected  to  the  State 
Legislature,  in  which  he  soon  became  distinguished 
as  the  head  of  several  important  committees,  Speaker 
pro  tempore,  and  as  an  active,  zealous  and  efficient 
member.  In  1840,  Gen.  Harrison,  as  a  candidate  for 
the  Presidency,  swept  the  country  with  an  overwhelm- 
ing majority,  and  at  the  same  time  the  State  of  Michi- 
gan was  carried  by  the  Whigs  under  the  popular  cry 
of  "  Woodbridge  and  reform  "  against  the  Democratic 
party.  At  this  time  Mr.  McClelland  stood  among  the 
acknowledged  leaders  of  the  latter  organization ;  was 
elected  a  member  of  the  State  House  of  Representa- 
tives, and  with  others  adopted  a  plan  to  regain  a  lost 
authority  and  prestige. 

This  party  soon  came  again  into  power  in  the  State, 
and  having  been  returned  to  the  State  Legislature  Mr. 
McClelland's  leadership  was  acknowledged  by  his 
election  as  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
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in  1843.  Down  to  this  time  Michigan  had  consti- 
tuted  one  congressional  district.  The  late  Hon.  Jacob 
M.  Howard  had  been  elected  against  Hon.  Alpheus 
Felch  by  a  strong  majority ;  but,  in  1 843,  so  tlioroughly 
had  the  Democratic  party  recovered  from  its  defeat 
of  1840  that  Mn  McClelland,  as  a  candidate  for  Con- 
gress, carried  Detroit  district  by  a  majority  of  about 
2,500.  Mn  McClelland  soon  tock  a  prominent  po?i 
lion  in  Congress  among  the  veterans  of  that  bodyo 
During  his  first  term  he  was  placed  on  Committee  on 
Commerce,  and  organized  and  carried  through  what 
were  known  as  the  "  Harbor  bills.''  The  continued 
confidence  of  his  constituency  was  manifested  in  his 
election  to  the  29th  Congress.  At  the  opening  of  this 
session  he  had  acquired  a  National  reputation,  and  so 
favorably  was  he  known  as  a  parlimentarian  that  his 
name  was  mentioned  for  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives^ He  decUned  the  offer  in  favor  of  J.  Wo 
Davis,  of  Indiana,  who  was  elected.  During  this  term 
he  became  Chairman  of  Committee  on  Commerce,  in 
which  position  his  reports  and  advocacy  of  important 
measures  at  once  attracted  public  attention.  The 
members  of  this  committee,  as  an  evidence  of  the  es- 
teem in  which  they  held  his  services  and  of  their 
personal  regard  for  him,  presented  him  with  a  cane 
which  he  retains  as  a  souvenir  of  the  donors,  and  of 
his  labors  in  CongresSo 

In  1847,  M^^  McClelland  was  re-elected  to  Con^ 
gress,  and  at  the  opening  of  the  30th  Congress  be- 
came a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tionsc  While  acting  in  this  capacity,  what  was  known 
as  the  "  French  Spoliation  Bill"  came  under  his  spe- 
cial charge,  and  his  management  of  the  same  was  such 
as  to  command  universal  approbatioUo  While  in 
Congress,  Mn  McClelland  was  an  advocate  of  the 
right  of  petition  as  maintained  by  John  Q.  Adams, 
when  the  petition,  was  clothed  in  decorous  language 
and  presented  in  the  proper  manner  This  he  re- 
garded as  the  citizens'constitutional  right  which  should 
not  be  impaired  by  any  doctrines  of  temporary  expe- 
diency. He  also  voted  for  the  adoption  of  Mr.  Gid- 
dings  s  bill  for  the  abolishing  of  slavery  in  the  District 
of  Columbia.  Mn  McClelland  was  one  of  the  few 
Democrats  associated  with  David  Wilmot,  of  Penn- 
sylvania, in  bringing  forward  the  celebrated  'Wilmot 
Proviso,''  with  a  view  to  prevent  further  extension  of 
slavery  in  new  territory  which  might  be  acquired  by 
the  United  States.  He  and  Mr,  Wilmot  were  to- 
gether at  the  time  in  Washington,  and  on  intimate 
and  confidential  termso  Mr.  McClelland  was  in  sev- 
eral  National  conventions  and  in  the  Baltimore  con- 
vention, which  nominated  Gen.  Cass  for  President, 
in  1848,  doing  valiant  service  that  year  for  the  elec- 
tion of  that  distinguished  statesman.  On  leaving 
Congress,  in  1848,  Mr.  McClelland  returned  to  the 
practice  of  his  profession  at  Monroe.  In  1850  a 
convention  of  the  State  of  Michigan  was  called  to 
revise   the  State  constitutiono     He  was   elected    a 


member  and  was  regarded  therein  as  among  the  ablest 
and  most  experienced  leaderSo  His  clear  judgment 
and  wise  moderation  were  conspicuous,  both  in  the 
committee  room  and  on  the  fioor^  in  debate.  In  1850, 
he  was  President  of  the  Democratic  State  con vention 
which  adopted  resolutions  in  support  of  Henry  Clay's 
famous  compromise  measures^  of  which  Mro  McClel- 
land was  a  strong  advocatCo  He  was  a  member  of 
the  Democratic  National  convention  in  1852,  and  in 
that  yearr^  in  company  with  GeUo  Cass  and  Governor 
Felchp  he  made  a  thorough  canvass  of  the  State. 
He  continued  earnestly  to  advocate  the  Clay  com- 
promise measures,  and  took  an  active  part  in  the 
canvass  which  resulted  in  the  election  of  Geno  Pierce 
to  the  Presidency^ 

In  185  I,  the  new  Stats  constitution  took  effect  and 
it  was  necessary  that  a  Governor  should  be  elected 
for  one  year  in  order  to  prevent  an  interregnums  and 
to  bring  the  State  Government  into  operatic-  inder 
the  new  constitution,  Mr^  McClelland  was  elected 
Governor,  and  in  the  fall  of  1852  was  re-elected  for 
a  term  of  two  years,  from  JaUo  i,  1853.  His  admin- 
istration was  regarded  as  wise,  prudent  and  concilia- 
tory, and  was  as  popular  as  could  be  expected  at  a 
time  when  party  spirit  ran  higho  There  was  really 
no  opposition,  and  when  he  resigned,  in  March,  1853, 
the  State  Treasury  was  well  filled,  and  the  State 
otherwise  prosperous..  So  widely  and  favorably  had 
Mr.  McClelland  become  known  as  a  statesman  that  on 
the  organization  of  thecabinet  by  President  Pierce,  in 
March,  1853,  he  was  made  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  in 
which  capacity  he  served  most  creditably  during  four 
years  of  the  Pierce  administration^  He  thoroughly 
re-organized  his  department  and  reduced  the  expend- 
itureso  He  adopted  a  course  with  the  Indians  which 
relieved  them  from  the  impositions  and  annoyances 
of  the  traders,  and  produced  harmony  and  civilization 
among  them.  During  his  administration  there  was 
neither  complaint  from  the  tribes  nor  corruption  among 
agents,  and  he  left  the  department  in  perfect  order 
and  system:  In  1867,  Michigan  again  called  a  con- 
vention to  revise  the  State  constitutiono  Mr.  McClel- 
land was  a  member  and  here  again  his  long  experi- 
ence made  him  conspicuous  as  a  prudent  adviser,  a 
sagacious  parliamentary  leaden  As  a  lawyer  he  was 
terse  and  pointed  in  argument,  clear,  candid  and  im- 
pressive in  his  addresses  to  the  juryo  His  sincerity 
and  earnestness,  with  which  was  occasionally  mingled 
a  pleasant  humor,  made  him  an  able  and  effective 
advocate.  In  speaking  before  the  people  on  political 
subjects  he  was  especially  forcible  and  happy.  In 
1870  he  made  the  tour  of  Europe,  which,  through  his 
extensive  personal  acquaintance  with  European  dip- 
lomates.  he  was  enabled  to  enjoy  much  more  than 
most  travelers, 

Mr.  McClelland  married,  in  1837,  Miss  Sarah 
E.  Sabin,  of  VVilliamstown,  Mass.  They  have  had 
six  children .  two  of  v/hom  now  survive. 
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NDRP:\V  parsons,  Gover- 
nor of  Michigan  from  March 
^8,  1853  to  Jan.  3,  [855,  was 
born  in  the  town  of  Hoosick, 
County  of  Rensselaer,  and 
State  of  New  York,  on  the  2  2d 
day  of  July,  1817,  and  died  June 
6,  1855,  at  the  early  age  of  38 
years.  He  was  the  son  of  John 
Parsons,  born  at  Newbury  port, 
{Mass.,  Oct.  2,  1782,  and  who  was  the 
sonof  Andrew  Parsons,  a  Revolutionary 
soldier,  who  was  the  son  of  Phineas 
Parsons,  the  son  of  Samuel  Parsons, 
a  descendant  of  Walter  Parsons,  born 
in  Ireland  in  1290. 
Of  this  name  and  family,  some  one  hundred  and 
thirty  years  ago,  Bishop  Gilson  remarked  in  his  edi- 
tion of  Camden's  Britannia:  'The  honorable  family 
of  Parsons  have  been  advanced  to  the  dignity  of 
Viscounts  and  more  lately  Earls  of  Ross." 

The  following  are  descendants  of  these  families  : 
Sir  John  Parsons,  born  i48i,was  Mayor  of  Hereford; 
Robert  Parsons,  born  in  1546,  lived  near  Bridge  water, 
England.  He  was  educated  at  Ballial  College,  Ox- 
ford, and  was  a  noted  writer  and  defender  of  the 
Romish  faith.  He  estabUshed  an  English  College  at 
Rome  and  another  at  Valladolia.  Frances  Parsons, 
born  in  1556,  was  Vicar  of  Rothwell,  in  Notingham; 
Bartholomew  Parsons,  born  in  1618,  was  another 
noted  member  of  the  family.  In  1 634, Thomas  Parsons 
was  knighted  by  Charles  T.  Joseph  and  Benjamin, 
brothers,  were  born   in   Great  Tovrington,  England, 


and  accompanied  their  father  and  others  to  New 
England  about  1630.  Samuel  Parsons,  born  at  Salis- 
bury, Mass.,  in  1707,  graduated  at  Harvard  College  in 
1730,  ordained  at  Rye,  N.  H.,Nov.  3,  1736,  married 
Mary  Jones,  daughter  of  Samuel  Jones,  of  Bostor, 
Oct.  9,  1739,  died  Jan.  4,  1789,  at  the  age  of  82,  in 
the  53rd  year  of  his  ministry.  The  grandfather  of  Mary 
Jones  was  Capt.  John  Adams,  of  Boston,  grandson 
of  Henry,  of  Braintree,  who  was  among  the  first  set- 
tlers of  Massachusetts,  and  from  whom  a  numerous 
race  of  the  name  are  descended,  including  two  Presi- 
dents of  the  United  States.  The  Parsons  have  be- 
come very  numerous  and  are  found  throughout  New 
England,  and  many  of  the  descedants  are  scattered 
in  all  parts  of  the  United  States,  and  especially  in 
the  Middle  and  Western  States.  Governor  Andrew 
Parsons  came  to  Michigan  in  1835,  at  the  age  of  17 
years,  and  spent  the  first  summer  at  Lower  Ann 
Arbor,  where  for  a  few  months  he  taught  school  which 
he  was  compelled  to  abandon  from  ill  health 

He  was  one  of  the  large  number  of  men  of  sterling 
worth,  who  came  from  the  East  to  Michigan  when  it 
was  an  infant  State,  or,  even  prior  to  its  assuming 
the  dignity  of  a  State,  and  who,  by  their  wisdom, 
enterprise  and  energy,  have  developed  its  wonderful 
natural  resources,  until  to-day  it  ranks  with  the  proud- 
est States  of  the  Union.  These  brave  men  came  to 
Michigan  with  nothing  to  aid  them  in  the  conquest 
of  the  wilderness  save  courageous  hearts  and  strong 
and  willing  hands.  They  gloriously  conquered,  how- 
ever, and  to  them  is  due  all  honor  for  the  labors 
so  nobly  performed,  for  the  solid  and  sure  foundation 
which   they  laid   of  a    great   Commonwealth. 
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In  the  fall  of  1835,  he  explored  the  Grand  River 
Valley  in  a  frail  canoe,  the  whole  length  of  the  river, 
from  Jackson  to  Lake  Michigan,  and  spent  the  following 
winter  as  clerk  in  a  store  at  Prairie  Creek,  in  Ionia, 
County,  and  in  the  spring  went  to  Marshall,  where  he 
resided  with  his  brother,  the  Hon.  Luke  H.  Parsons, 
also  now  deceased,  until  fall,  when  he  went  to  Shia- 
wasse  County,  then  with  Clinton  County,  and  an  almost 
unbroken  wilderness  and  constituting  one  organized 
township.  In  1837  this  territory  was  organized  into 
a  county  and,  at  the  age  of  only  19  years,  he  (An- 
drew) was  elected  County  Clerk.  In  1840,  he  was 
elected  Register  of  Deeds,  re-elected  in  1842,  and 
also  in  1844.  In  1846,  he  was  elected  to  the  State 
Senate,  was  appointed  Prosecuting  Attorney  in  1848, 
and  elected  Regent  of  the  University  in  1851,  and 
Lieutenant  Governor,  and  became  acting  Governor, 
in  1853,  elected  again  to  the  Legislature  in  1854,  and, 
overcome  by  debilitated  health,  hard  labor  and  the 
responsibilities  of  his  office  and  cares  of  his  business, 
retired  to  his  farm,  where  he  died  soon  after. 

He  was  a  fluent  and  persuasive  speaker  and  well 
calculated  to  make  friends  of  his  acquantances.  He 
was  always  true  to  his  trust,  and  the  whole  world 
could  not  persuade  nor  drive  him  to  do  what  he  con- 
ceived to  be  wrong.  When  Governor,  a  most  power- 
ful railroad  influence  was  brought  to  bear  upon  him, 
to  induce  him  to  call  an  extra  session  of  the  Legisla- 
ture. Meetings  were  held  in  all  parts  of  the  State 
for  that  purpose.  In  some  sections  the  resolutions 
were  of  a  laudatory  nature,  intending  to  make  him  do 
their  bidding  by  resort  to  friendly  and  flattering  words. 
In  other  places  the  resolutions  were  of  a  demanding 
nature,  while  in  others  they  were  threatening  beyond 
measure.  Fearing  that  all  these  influences  might 
fail  to  induce  him  to  call  the  extra  session,  a  large 
sum  of  money  was  sent  him,  and  liberal  offers  ten- 
dered him  if  he  would  gratify  the  railroad  interest  of 
the  State  and  call  the  extra  session,  but,  immovable, 
he  returned  the  money  and  refused  to  receive 
any  favois,  whether  from  any  party  who  would  at- 
tempt to  corrupt  him  by  laudations,  liberal  offers,  or 
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by  threats,  and  in  a  short  letter  to  the  people,  after 
giving  overwhelming  reasons  that  no  sensible  man 
could  dispute,  showing  the  circumstances  were  not 
'*  extraordinary,"  he  refused  to  call  the  extra  session. 
This  brought  down  the  wrath  of  various  parties  upon 
his  head,  but  they  were  soon  forced  to  acknowledge 
the  wisdom  and  the  justice  of  his  course.  One  of 
his  greatest  enemies  said,  after  a  long  acquaintance : 
"though  not  always  coinciding  with  his  views  I  never 
doubted  his  honesty  of  purpose.  He  at  all  times 
sought  to  perform  his  duties  in  strict  accordance, 
with  the  dictates  of  his  conscience,  and  the  behests 
of  his  oath. "  The  following  eulogium  from  a  politcal  op- 
ponent is  just  in 'its  conception  and  creditable  to  its 
author:  "Gov.  Parsons  was  a  ^xjlitician  of  the  Dem- 
ocratic school,  a  man  of  pure  moral  character,  fixed 
and  exemplary  habits,  and  entirely  blameless  in  every 
public  and  private  relation  of  life.  As  a  politician  he 
was  candid,  frank  and  free  from  bitterness,  as  an  ex- 
ecutive officer  firm,  constant  and  reHable."  The 
highest  commendations  we  can  pay  the  deceased  is 
to  give  his  just  record, — that  of  being  an  honest  man. 
In  the  spring  of  1854,  during  the  administration  of 
Governor  Parsons,  the  Republican  party,  at  least 
as  a  State  organization,  was  first  formed  in  the  United 
States  "  under  the  oaks  "  at  Jackson,  by  anti-slavery 
men  of  both  the  old  parties.  Great  excitement  pre- 
vailed at  this  time,  occasioned  by  the  settling  of 
Kansas,  and  the  issue  thereby  brought  up,  whether 
slavery  should  exist  there.  For  the  purpose  of  permit- 
ting slavery  there,  the  "  Missouri  compromise  "  (which 
limited  slavery  to  the  south  of  36^  30")  was  re- 
repealed,  under  the  leadership  of  Stephen  A,  Douglas. 
This  was  repealed  by  a  bill  admitting  Kansas  and 
Nebraska  into  the  Union,  as  Territories,  and  those  who 
were  opposed  to  this  repeal  measure  were  in  short 
called  '*  anti-Nebraska"  men.  The  epithets,  "Ne- 
braska" and  "anti-Nebraska,"'  were  temporally  em- 
ployed to  designate  the  slavery  and  anti-slavery 
parties,  pending  the  desolution  of  the  old  Democratic 
and  Whig  parties  and  the  organization  of  the  ncv/ 
Democratic  and    Republican  parties  of  the  present. 
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INSLEY  S.  BINGHAM, 
^Governor  of  Michigan  from 
1855  to  1859,  and  United 
States  Senator,  was  born  in 
Camillus,  Onondaga  County, 
N.  Y.,  Dec.  16,  1808.  His 
father  was  a  farmer,  and  his  own 
early  life  was  consequently  de- 
voted to  agricultural  pursuits,  but 
notwithstanding  the  disadvan- 
tages related  to  the  acquisition 
ly  of  knowledge  in  the  life  of  a  farmer 
he  managed  to  secure  a  good  aca- 
demic education  in  his  native  State 
and  studied  law  in  the  office  of 
Gen.  James  R.  Lawrence,  now  of 
Syracuse,  N.  Y.  In  the  spring  of 
1833,  he  married  an  estimable  lady 
who  had  recently  arrived  from  Scot- 
land, and  obeying  the  impulse  of  a 
naturally  enterprising  disposition, 
he  emigrated  to  Michigan  and 
purchased  a  new  farm  in  company 
with  his  brother-in-law,  Mr.  Robert 
Worden,  in  Green  Oak,  Livingston  County.  Here,  on 
the  border  of  civilization,  buried  in  the  primeval  for- 
est, our  late  student  commenced  the  arduous  task  of 
preparing  a  future  home,  clearing  and  fencing,  put- 
ting up  buildings,  etc.,  at  such  a  rate  that  the  land 
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chosen  was  soon  reduced  to  a  high  state  of  cultivation. 

Becoming  deservedly  prominent,  Mr.  Bingham  was 
elected  to  the  office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  Post- 
master under  the  Territorial  government,  and  was  the 
first  Probate  Judge  in  the  county.  In  the  year  1836, 
when  Michigan  became  a  State,  he  was  elected  to  the 
first  Legislature.  He  was  four  times  re-elected,  and 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  three  years. 
In  1846  he  was  elected  on  the  Democratic  ticket.  Rep- 
resentative to  Congress,  and  was  the  only  practical 
farmer  in  that  body.  He  was  never  forgetful  of  the 
interest  of  agriculture,  and  was  in  particular  opposed 
to  the  introduction  of  "  Wood's  Patent  Cast  Iron 
Plow  "  which  he  completely  prevented.  He  was  re- 
elected to  Congress  in  1848,  during  which  time  he 
strongly  opposed  the  extension  of  slavery  in  the 
territory  of  the  United  States  and  was  committed  to 
and  voted  for  the  Wilmot  Proviso. 

In  1854,  at  the  first  organization  of  the  Republican 
party,  in  consequence  of  his  record  in  Congress  as  a 
Free  Soil  Democrat,  Mr.  Bingham  was  nominated 
and  elected  Governor  of  the  State,  and  re-elected  in 
1856.  Still  faithful  to  the  memory  of  his  own  former 
occupation,  he  did  not  forget  the  farmers  during  his 
administration,  and  among  other  profits  of  his  zeal  in 
their  behalf,  he  became  mainly  instrumental  in  the 
establishment  of  the  Agricultural  College  at  Lansing. 

In  1859,  Governor  Bingham  was  elected  Senator  in 
Congress  and  took  an  active  part  in  the  stormy  cam- 
paign in  the  election  of  Abraham  Lincoln.  He  wit- 
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nessed  the  commencement  of  the  civil  war  while  a 
member  of  the  United  States  Senate.  After  a  com- 
paratively short  life  of  remarkable  promise  and  pub- 
lic activity  he  was  attacked  with  appoplexy  and  died 
suddenly  at  his  residence,  in  Green  Oak,  Oct.  5,  1861. 

The  most  noticable  event  in  Governor  Bingham's 
first  term  was  the  completion  of  the  ship  canal,  at  the 
Falls  of  St.  Mary.  In  1852,  August  26,  an  act  of 
Congress  was  approved,  granting  to  the  State  of  Mich- 
igan seven  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  acres  of  land 
for  the  purpose  of  constructing  a  ship  canal  between 
Lakes  Huron  and  Superior.  In  1853,  the  Legislature 
accepted  the  grant,  and  provided  tor  the  appointment 
of  commissioners  to  select  the  donated  lands,  and  to 
arrange  for  building  the  canal.  A  company  of  enter- 
prising men  was  formed,  and  a  contract  was  entered 
into  by  which  it  was  arranged  that  the  canal  should 
be  finished  in  two  years,  and  the  work  was  pushed 
rapidly  forward.  Every  article  of  consumption,  ma- 
chinery, working  implements  and  materials,  timber 
for  the  gates,  stones  for  the  locks,  as  well  as  men  and 
supplies,  had  to  be  transported  to  the  site  of  the  canal 
from  Detroit,  Cleveland,  and  other  lake  ports.  The 
rapids  which  had  to  be  surmounted  have  a  fall  of 
seventeen  feet  and  are  about  one  mile  long.  The 
length  of  the  canal  is  less  than  one  mile,  its  width  one 
hundred  feet,  depth  twelve  feet  and  it  has  two  locks 
of  solid  masonary.  In  May,  1855,  the  work  was  com- 
pleted, accepted  by  the  commissioners,  and  formally 
delivered  to  the  State  authorities. 

The  disbursements  on  account  of  the  construction 
of  the  canal  and  selecting  the  lands  amounted  to  one 
million  of  dollars ;  while  the  lands  which  were  as- 
signed to  the  company,  and  selected  through  the 
agency  at  the  Sault,  as  well  as  certain  lands  in  the 
Upper  and  Lower  Peninsulas,  filled  to  an  acre  the 
Government  grant.  The  opening  of  the  canal  was 
an  important  event  in  the  history  of  the  improvement 
of  the  State.  It  was  a  valuable  link  in  the  chain  of 
lake  commerce,  and  particularly  important  to  the 
interests  of  the  Upper  Peninsula. 

There  were  several  educational,  charitable  and  re- 
formatory institutions  inaugurated  and  opened  during 
Gov.  Bingham's  administrations.  The  Michigan  Ag- 
ricultural Colleg'eowes  its  establishment  to  a  provision 
of  the  State  Constitution  of  1850.  Article  13  says, 
"  The  Legislature  shall,  as  soon  as  practicable,  pro- 
vide for  the  establishment  of  an  agricultural  school." 
For  the  purpose  of  carying  into  practice  this  provision, 
legislation  was  commenced  in  1855,  and  the  act  re- 
quired that  the  school  should  be  within  ten  miles  of 
Lansing,  and  that  not  more  than  $15  an  acre  should 
be  paid  for  the  farm  and  college  grounds.  The  col- 
lege was  opened  to  students  in  May,  1857,  the  first  of 
existing  argricultural  colleges  in  the  United  States, 
Until  the  spring  of  1861,  it  was  under  the  control 
of  the  State  Board  of  Education;  since  that  time  it 
has  been  under  the  management  of  the  State  Board 
-^•" -""■■"" ■■  


of  Agriculture,  which  was  created  for  that  purpose. 

In  its  essential  features,  of  combining  study'  and 
labor,  and  of  uniting  general  and  professional  studies 
in  its  course,  the  college  has  remained  virtually  un- 
changed from  the  first.  It  has  a  steady  growth  in 
number  of  students,  in  means  of  illustration  and 
efficiency  of  instruction. 

The  Agricultural  College  is  three  miles  east  of 
Lansing,  comprising  several  fine  buildings ;  and  there 
are  also  very  beautiful,  substantial  residences  for  the 
professors.  There  are  also  an  extensive,  well-filled 
green-house,  a  very  large  and  well-equipped  chemical 
laboratory,  one  of  the  most  scientific  apiaries  in  the 
United  States,  a  general  museum,  a  meseum  of  me- 
chanical inventions,  another  of  vegetable  products, 
extensive  barns,  piggeries,  etc.,  etc.,  in  fine  trim  for 
the  purposes  designed.  The  farm  consists  of  676 
acres,  of  which  about  300  are  under  cultivation  in  a 
systematic  rotation  of  crops. 

Adrian  College  was  established  by  the  Wesleyan 
Methodists  in  1859,  now  under  the  control  of  the 
Methodist  Church.  The  grounds  contain  about  20 
acres.  There  are  four  buildings,  capable  of  accom- 
modating about  225  students.  Attendance  in  1875 
was  179;  total  number  of  graduates  for  previous  year, 
121  ;  ten  professors  and  teachers  are  employed.  Ex- 
clusive of  the  endowment  fund  ($80,000),  the  assets 
of  the  institution,  including  grounds,  buildings,  furni- 
ture, apparatus,  musical  instruments,  outlying  lands, 
etc.,  amount  to  more  than  $137,000. 

Hillsdale  College  was  established  in  1855  by  the 
Free  Baptists.  The  Michigan  Central  College,  at 
Spring  Arbor,  was  incorporated  in  1845  It  was  kept 
in  operation  until  it  was  merged  into  the  present 
Hillsdale  College.  The  site  comprses  25  acres, 
beautifully  situated  on  an  eminence  in  the  western 
part  of  the  city  of  Hillsdale.  The  large  and  impos- 
ing building  first  erected  was  nearly  destroyed  by  fire 
in  1874,  and  in  its  place  five  buildings  of  a  more 
modern  style  have  been  erected.  They  are  of  brick, 
three  stories  with  basement,  arranged  on  three  sides 
of  a  quadrangle.  The  size  is,  respectively,  80  by  80, 
48  by  7  2,  48  by  7  2,  80  by  60,  5  2  by  7  2,  and  they  con- 
tain one-half  more  room  than  the   original  buildmg. 

The  State  Reform  School.  This  was  established 
at  Lansing  in  1855,  in  the  northeastern  portion  of  the 
city,  as  the  House  of  Correction  for  Juvenile  Of- 
fenders, having  about  it  many  of  the  features  of  a 
prison.  In  1859  the  name  was  changed  to  the  State 
Reform  School.  The  government  and  dicipline,  have 
undergone  many  and  radical  changes,  until  all  the 
prison  features  have  been  removed  except  those  that 
remain  in  the  walls  of  the  original  structure,  and 
which  remain  only  as  monuments  of  instructive  his- 
tory. No  bolts,  bars  or  guards  are  employed.  The 
inmates  are  necessaiily  kept  under  the  surveillance  of 
officers,  but  the  attempts  at  escape  are  much  fewer 
th^n  \4nd?r  th^  rpore  rigid  regime  of  former  days. 
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OSES  WISNER,  Governor  of 
Michigan  from  1859  to  1861, 
was  born  in  Springport,  Cayu- 
ga Co.,  N  Y.,  June  3,  1815. 
His  early  education  was  only 
what  could  be  obtained  at  a 
common  school.  Agricultural  labor 
and  frugality  of  his  parents  gave 
^71  him  a  physical  constitution  of  unus- 
?\  ual  strength  and  endurance,  which 
(was  ever  preserved  by  tem.perate  hab- 
its. In  1837  he  emigrated  to  Michi- 
^  gan  and  purchased  a  farm  in  Lapeer 
County  It  was  new  land  and  he  at 
once  set  to  work  to  clear  it  and  plant 
crops.  He  labored  diligently  at  his 
task  for  two  years,  when  he  gave  up 
the  idea  of  being  a  farmer,  and  removed  to  Pontiac, 
Oakland  Co.  Here  he  commenced  the  study  of  law 
in  the  office  of  his  brother,  George  W.  Wisner,  and 
Rufus  Hosmer.  In  1841  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
and  established  himself  in  his  new  vocation  at  the 
village  of  Lapeer.  While  there  he  was  apppointed 
by  Gov.  Woodbridge  Prosecuting  Attorney  for  that 
county,  in  which  capacity  he  acquitted  himself  well 
and  gave  promise  of  that  eminence  he  afterward  at- 
tained in  the  profession.  He  remained  at  Lapeer  but 
a  short  time,  removing  to  Pontiac,  where  he  became 
a  member  of  a  firm  and  entered  fully  upon  the 
practice. 

In  politics  he  was  like  his  talented  brother,  a  Whig 
of  the  Henry  Clay  stamp,  but  with  a  decided  anti- 
slavery  bias.     His   practice  becoming  extensive,   he 


took  little  part  in  politics  until  after  the  election  of 
Mr.  Pierce  to  the  Presidency  in  1852,  when  he  took  an 
active  part  against  slavery.  As  a  lawyer  he  was  a 
man  of  great  ability,  but  relied  less  upon  mere  book 
learning  than  upon  his  native  good  sense.  Liberal 
and  courteous,  was  he  yet  devoted  to  the  interest  of 
his  client,  and  no  facts  escaped  his  attention  or  his  * 
memory  which  bore  upon  the  case.  He  was  no  friend 
of  trickery  or  artifice  in  conducting  a  case  As  an  ad- 
vocate he  had  few  equals.  When  fully  aroused  by  the 
merits  of  his  subject  his  eloquence  was  at  once  grace- 
ful and  powerful.  His  fancies  supplied  the  most 
original,  the  most  pointed  illustrations,  and  his  logic 
became  a  batthng  giant  under  whose  heavy  blows  the 
adversary  shrank  and  withered.  Nature  had  be- 
stowed upon  him  rare  qualities,  and  his  powers  as  a 
popular  orator  were  of  a  high  order. 

On  the  passage  of  the  Kansas-Nebraska  Act  of 
1854,  repealing  the  Missouri  compromise  and  opening 
the  Territories  to  slaveiy,  he  was  among  the  foremost 
in  Michigan  to  denounce  the  shamful  scheme.  He 
actively  participated  in  organizing  and  consolidating 
the  elements  opposed  to  it  in  that  State,  and  was  a 
member  of  the  popular  gathering  at  Jackson,  in  July, 
1854,  which  was  the  first  formal  Republican  Conven- 
tion held  in  the  United  States.  At  this  meeting  the 
name  *' Republican  "  was  adopted  as  a  designation  of 
the  new  party  consisting  of  Anti-slavery,  Whigs, 
Liberty  men.  Free  Soil  Democrats  and  all  others  op- 
posed to  the  extension  of  slavery  and  favorable  to  its 
expulsion  from  the  Territories  and  the  District  of 
Columbia.  At  this  convention  Mr.  W.  was  urged  to 
nrcept  the  nomination  for  Attorney  General  of  the 
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State,  but  declined.  An  entire  State  ticket  was  nom- 
inated and  at  the  annual  election  In  November  was 
elected  by  an  average  majority  of  nearly  10,000. 
Mr.  W.  was  enthusiastic  in  the  cause  and  brought  to 
its  support  all  his  personal  influence  and  talents.  In 
his  views  he  was  bold  and  radical.  He  believed  from 
the  beginning  that  the  political  power  of  the  slave- 
holders would  have  to  be  overthrown  before  quiet 
could  be  secured  to  the  country.  In  the  Presidential 
canvass  of  1856  he  supported  the  Fremont,  or  Re- 
publican, ticket.  At  the  session  of  the  Legislature  of 
1857  he  was  a  candidate  for  United  States  Senator, 
and  as  such  received  a  very  handsome  support. 

In  1858,  he  was  nominated  for  Governor  of  the 
State  by  the  Republican  convention  that  met  at  De- 
troit, and  at  the  subsequent  November  election  was 
chosen  by  a  very  large  majority.  Before  the  day  of 
the  election  he  had  addressed  the  people  of  almost 
every  county  and  his  majority  was  greater  even  than 
that  of  his  popular  predecessor,  Hon.  K.  S.  Bingham. 
He  served  as  Governor  two  years,  from  Jan.  i,  1859, 
to  Jan.  I,  1861.  His  first  message  to  the  Legislature 
was  an  able  and  statesman-like  production,  and  was 
read  with  usual  favor.  It  showed  that  he  was  awake 
to  all  the  interests  of  the  State  and  set  forth  an  en- 
lightened State  policy,  that  had  its  view  of  the  rapid 
settlement  of  our  uncultivated  lands  and  the  deveU 
opment  of  our  immense  agricultural  and  mineral  re- 
sources. It  was  a  document  that  reflected  the  highest 
credit  upon  the  author. 

His  term  having  expired  Jan.  i,  1861,  he  returned 
to  his  home  in  Pontiac,  and  to  the  practice  of  his 
profession.  There  were  those  in  the  State  who 
counselled  the  sending  of  delegates  to  the  peace  con- 
ference at  Washington,  but  Mr.  W.  was  opposed  to  all 
such  temporizing  expedients.  His  counsel  was  to 
send  no  delegate,  but  to  prepare  to  fight. 

After  Congress  had  met  and  passed  the  necessary 
legislation  he  resoh  ed  to  take  part  in  the  war.  In 
the  spring  and  summer  of  1862  he  set  to  work  to 
raise  a  regiment  of  infantry,  chiefly  in  Oakland 
County,  where  he  resided.  His  regiment,  the  2 2d 
Michigan,  was  armed  and  equipped  and  ready  to 
march  in  September,  a  regiment  whose  solid  quali- 
ties were  afterwards  proven  on  many  a  bloody  field. 
Col.  W*s.  commission  bore  the  date  of  Sept.  8,  1862. 
Before  parting  with  his  family  he  made  his  will.  His 
regiment  was  sent  to   Kentucky    and   quartered    at 


Camp  Wallace.  He  had  at  the  breaking  out  of  the 
war  turned  his  attention  to  military  studies  and  be- 
came proficient  in  the  ordinary  rules  and  discipline. 
His  entire  attention  was  now  devoted  to  his  duties. 
His  treatment  of  his  men  was  kind,  though  his  disci- 
pline was  rigid.  He  possessed  in  an  eminent  degree 
the  spirit  of  command,  and  had  he  lived  he  would 
no  doubt  have  distinguished  himself  as  a  good 
officer.  He  was  impatient  of  delay  and  chafed  at 
being  kept  in  Kentucky  where  there  was  so  little 
prospect  of  getting  at  the  enemy.  But  life  in  camp, 
so  different  from  the  one  he  had  been  leading,  and 
his  incessant  labors,  coupled  with  that  impatience 
which  was  so  natural  and  so  general  among  the  vol- 
unteers in  the  early  part  of  the  war,  soon  made  their 
influence  felt  upon  his  health.  He  was  seized  with 
typhoid  fever  and  removed  to  a  private  house  near 
Lexington.  Every  care  which  medical  skill  or  the 
hand  of  friendship  could  bestow  was  rendered  him. 
In  the  delirious  wanderings  of  his  mind  he  was  dis- 
ciplining his  men  and  urging  them  to  be  prepared  for 
an  encounter  with  the  enemy,  enlarging  upon  the  jus- 
tice of  their  cause  and  the  necessity  of  their  crush- 
ing the  Rebellion.  But  the  source  of  his  most  poig- 
nant gnel  was  the  prospect  of  not  being  able  to  come 
to  a  hand-to-hand  encounter  with  the  "chivalry." 
He  was  proud  of  his  regiment,  and  felt  that  if  it  could 
find  the  enemy  it  would  cover  itself  with  glory, — a 
distinction  it  afterward  obtained,  but  not  until  Col  W. 
was  no  more.  The  malady  baffled  all  medical  treat- 
ment, and  on  the  5th  day  of  Jan.,  1863,  he  breathed 
his  last.  His  remains  were  removed  to  Michigan  and 
interred  in  the  cemetery  at  Pontiac,  where  they  rest 
by  the  side  of  the  brave  Gen.  Richardson,  who  re- 
ceived his  mortal  wound  at  the  battle  of  Antietam. 
Col.  W.  was  no  adventurer,  although  he  was  doubtless 
ambitious  of  military  renown  and  would  have  striven 
for  it  with  characteristic  energy.  He  went  to  the  war 
to  defend  and  uphold  the  principles  he  had  so  much 
at  heart.  Few  men  were  more  familiar  than  he  with 
the  causes  and  the  underlying  principles  that  led  to 
the  contest.  He  left  a  wife,  who  was  a  daughter  of 
Gen.  C.  C.  Hascall,  of  Flint,  and  four  children  to 
mourn  his  loss.  Toward  them  he  ever  showed  the 
tenderest  regard.  Next  to  his  duty  their  love  and 
welfare  engrossed  his  thoughts.  He  was  kind,  gen- 
erous and  brave,  and  like  thousands  of  otheis  he 
sleeps  the  sleep  of  the  martyr  for  his  country. 
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USTIN  BLAIR,  Governor 
of  Michigan  from  Jan.  2, 
1861,  to  Jan.  4,  1865,  and 
kown  as  the  War  Governor,  is 
and  illustration  of  the  benifi- 
cent  influence  of  republican  in- 
stitutions, having  inherited  neith- 
er fortune  nor  fame.  He  was  born 
in  a  log  cabin  at  Caroline,  Tomp- 
kins Co.,  N.  Y.,  Feb.  8,  1818. 
His  ancestors  came  from  Scot- 
land in  the  time  of  George  I,  and 
for  many  generations  followed  the 
pursuit  of  agriculture.  His  father, 
George  Blair,  settled  in  Tompkins 
County  in  1809,  and  felled  the  trees  and  erected  the 
first  cabin  in  the  county.  The  last  60  of  the  four- 
score years  of  his  life  were  spent  on  that  spot.  He 
married  Rhoda  Beackman,  who  now  sleeps  with  him 
in  the  soil  of  the  old  homestead.  The  first  17  years 
of  Mr.  Blair's  life  were  spent  there,  rendering  his 
father  what  aid  he  could  upon  the  farm.  He  then 
spent  a  year  and  a  half  in  Cazenovia  Seminary  pre- 
paring for  college;  entered  Hamilton  College,  in 
Clinton,  prosecuted  his  studies  until  the  middle  of 
the  junior  year,  when,  attracted  by  the  fame  of  Dr. 
Nott,  he  changed  to  Union  College,  from  which  he 
graduated  in  the  class  of  1839.  Upon  leaving  col- 
lege Mr.  Blair  read  law  two  years  in  the  office  of  Sweet 
&  Davis,  Oswego,  N.  Y.,  and  was  admitted  to  practice 
in  1 84 1,  and  the  same  year  moved  to  Michigan,  locat- 


ing  in  Jackson.     During   a  temporary    residence   in 
Eaton  Rapids,  in  1842,  he  was  elected  Clerk  of  Eaton 
County.  At  the  close  of  the  official  term  he  returned  to 
Jackson,  and  as  a  Whig,  zealously  espoused  the  cause 
of  Henry  Clay  in  the  campaign  of  1 844.  He  was  chosen 
Representative  to  the  Legislature  in   1845,  at  which 
session,  as  a  member  of  the  Judiciary  Committee,  he 
rendered  valuable  service  in  the  revision  of  the  gen- 
eral statutes  ;  also  made  an  able  support  in  favor  of 
abolishing  the  color  distinction  in  relation  to  the  elec- 
tive franchise,  and  at  the  same  session  was  active   in 
securing  the  abolition  of  capital  punishment.  L11848 
Mr.  Blair  refused  longer  to  affiliate  with  the  Whig 
party,  because  of  its  refusial  to  endorse  in  convention 
any  anti-slavery  sentiment.    He  joined  the  Free-soil 
movement,  and  was  a  delegate   to  their  convention 
which  nominated  Van  Buren  for  President  that  year. 
Upon  the  birth  of  the  Republican  party  at  Jackson, 
in  1854,  by  the  coalition  of  the  Whig  and    Free-soil 
elements,  Mr.  Blair  was  in  full  sympathy  with   the 
movement,  and  acted  as  a  member  of  the  Committee 
on  Platform.     He  was  elected  Prosecuting  Attorney 
of  Jackson  County  in  1852  ;  was  chosen  State  Senator 
two  years  later,  taking  his  seat  with  the  incoming  Re- 
publican  administration  of   1855,  and    holding   the 
position  of  parliamentary  leader  in  the  Senate.     He 
was  a  delegate  to  the  National  Convention   which 
nominated   Abraham    Lincoln  in    i860.     Mr.   Blair 
was  elected  Governor  of  Michigan  in  i860,  and  re- 
elected in  1862,  faithfully  and  honorably  discharging 
the  arduous  duties  of  the  office  during  that  mostmo- 
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mentous  and  stormy  period  of  the  Nation's  life.  Gov. 
Blair  possessed  a  clear  comprehension  of  the  perilous 
situation  from  the  inception  of  the  Rebellion,  and  his 
inaugural  address  foreshadowed  the  prompt  executive 
policy  and  the  administrative  ability  which  charac- 
terized   his    gubernatorial   career. 

Never  perhaps  in  the  history  of  a  nation  has  a 
brighter  example  been  laid  down,  or  a  greater  sacri- 
fice been  made,  than  that  which  distinguished  Mich- 
igan during  the  civil  war.  All,  from  the  "  War  Gov- 
ernor," down  to  the  poorest  citizen  of  the  State,  were 
animated  with  a  patriotic  ardor  at  once  magnificiently 
sublime  and  wisely  directed. 

Very  early  in  1861  the  coming  struggle  cast  its 
shadow  over  the  Nation.  Governor  Blair,  in  his  mes- 
sage to  the  Legislature  in  January  of  that  year,  dwelt 
very  forcibly  upon  the  sad  prospects  of  civil  war;  and 
as  forcibly  pledged  the  State  to  support  the  principles 
of  the  Republic.  After  a  review  of  the  conditions 
of  the  State,  he  passed  on  to  a  consideration  of  the 
relations  between  the  free  and  slave  States  of  the 
Republic,  saying:  "  While  we  are  citizens  of  the  State 
of  Michigan,  and  as  such  deeply  devoted  to  her  in- 
terests and  honor,  we  have  a  still  prouder  title.  We 
are  also  citizeas  of  the  United  States  of  America.  By 
this  title  we  are  known  among  the  nations  of  the  earth. 
In  remote  quarters  of  the  globe,  where  the  names  of 
the  States  are  unknown,  the  flag  of  the  great  Republic, 
the  banner  of  the  stars  and  stripes,  honor  and  protect 
her  citizens.  In  whatever  concerns  the  honor,  the 
prosperity  and  the  perpetuity  of  this  great  Govern- 
ment, we  are  deeply  interested.  The  people  of  Mich- 
igan are  loyal  to  that  Government — faithful  to  its  con- 
stitution and  its  laws.  Under  it  they  have  had  peace 
and  prosperity ;  and  under  it  they  mean  to  abide  to 
the  end.  Feeling  a  just  pride  in  the  glorious  history 
of  the  past,  they  will  not  renounce  the  equally  glo- 
rious hopes  of  the  future.  But  they  will  rally  around 
the  standards  of  the  Nation  and  defend  its  integrity 
and  its  constitution,  with  fidelity."  The  final  para- 
graph being: 

*'  I  recommend  you  at  an  early  day  to  make  mani- 


fest to  the  gentlemen  who  represent  this  State  in  the 
two  Houses  of  Congress,  and  to  the  country,  that 
Michigan  is  loyal  to  the  Union,  the  Constitution,  and 
the  laws  and  will  defend  them  to  the  uttermost ;  and 
to  proffer  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  the 
whole  military  power  of  the  State  for  that  purpose. 
Oh,  for  the  firm,  steady  hand  of  a  Washington,  or  a 
Jackson,  to  guide  the  ship  of  State  in  this  perilous 
storm  !  Let  us  hope  that  we  will  find  him  on  the  4th 
of  March.  Meantime,  let  us  abide  in  the  faith  of  our 
fathers — *  Liberty  and  Union,  one  and  inseparable, 
now  and  forever. 

How  this  stirring  appeal  was  responded  to  by  the 
people  of  Michigan  will  be  seen  by  the  statement 
that  the  State  furnished  88,111  men  during  the  war. 
Money,  men,  clothing  and  food  were  freely  and  abun- 
dantly supplied  by  this  State  during  all  these  years  of 
darkness  and  blood  shed.  No  State  won  a  brighter 
record  for  her  devotion  to  our  country  than  the  Pen- 
insula State,  and  to  Gov.  Blair,  more  than  to  any 
other  individual  is  due  the  credit  for  its  untiring  zeal 
and  labors  in  the  Nation's  behalf,  and  for  the  heroism 
manifested  in  its  defense. 

Gov.  Blair  was  elected  Representative  to  the 
Fortieth  Congress,  and  twice  re-elected,  to  the  Forty- 
first  and  Forty-second  Congress,  from  the  Third  Dis- 
trict of  Michigan.  While  a  member  of  that  body  he 
was  a  strong  supporter  of  reconstruction  measures, 
and  sternly  opposed  every  form  of  repudiation.  His 
speech  upon  the  national  finances,  delivered  on  the 
floor  of  the  House  March  21,  1868,  was  a  clear  and 
convincing  argument.  Since  his  retirement  from  Con- 
gress, Mr.  Blair  has  been  busily  occupied  with  his  ex- 
tensive law  practice.  Mr.  Blair  married  Sarah  L. 
Ford,  of  Seneca  County  N.  Y.,  in  February,  1849. 
Their  family  consists  of  4  sons — George  H.,  a  law 
partner  of  A.  J.  Gould ;  Charles  A.,  a  law  partner  with 
hir  father,  and  Fred.  J.  and  Austin  T.  Blair,  at  home. 
Governor  Blair's  religion  is  of  the  broad  type,  and 
centers  in  the  "Golden  Rule."  In  1883,  Gov.  Blair 
was  nominated  for  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  State  by  the  Republican  party,  but  was  defeated. 
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ENRY  ROWLAND  CRAPO, 
Governor   of    Michigan   from 
1865  to  1869,   was  born  May 
24,  1804,  at  Dartmouth,  Bris- 
tol   Co.,    Mass.,  and    died    at 
Flint,    Mich.,   July   22,    1869. 
He   was  the    eldest  son  of  Jesse 
and    Phoebe     (Howland)     Crapo. 
His  father  was  of  French  descent 
and  was  very  poor,  sustaining  his 
family  by  the  cultivation  of  a  farm  in 
Dartmouth    township,  which  yielded 
nothing   beyond    a    mere    livelihood. 
His  early  life  was  consequently  one 
of  toil  and  devoid  of  advantages  for 
intellectual  culture,  but  his  desire  for 
an  education  seemed  to  know  no  bounds.     The  in- 
cessant toil  for  a  mere  subsistence  upon  a  compara- 
tively sterile  farm,  had  no  charm  for  him  ;  and,  longing 
for  greater  usefulness  and  better  things,  he  looked  for 
them  in  an  education.     His  struggles  to  secure  this 
end  necessitated  sacrifices  and  hardships  that  would 
have  discouraged  any  but  the  most  courageous  avid 
;      persevering.     He    became    an    ardent    student    and 
\      worker  from  his  boyhood,  though  the  means  of  carry- 
1      ing  on  his    studies    were    exceedingly    limited.     He 
;      sorely  felt  the;  need  of  a  dictionary ;  and,  neither  having 
I      money  wherewith  to    purchase  it,   nor  being  able   to 
*      procure  one  in  his  neighborhood,  he  set  out  to  compile 
t     one  for  himself.     In  order  to  acquire  a  knowledge  of 
\     the  English  language,  he  copied  into  a  book  every 
\     word  whose  meaning  he  did  not    comprehend,  and 
s     upon  meeting  the  same  word  again  in  the  newspapers 
I    and  books,  which    came   into   his    hands,    from    the 
I 
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context,  would  then  record  the  definition.  Whenever 
unable  otherwise  to  obtain  the  signification  of  a  word 
in  which  he  had  become  interested  he  would  walk 
from  Dartmouth  to  New  Bedford  for  that  purpose 
alone,  and  after  referring  to  the  books  at  the  library 
and  satisfymg  himself  thoroughly  as  to  its  detinition, 
would  walk  back,  a  distance  of  about  seven  miles, 
the  same  night.  This  was  no  unusual  circumstance. 
Under  such  difficulties  and  in  this  manner  he  com- 
piled quite  an  extensive  dictionary  in  manuscript 
which  is  believed  to  be  still  in  existence. 

Ever  in  pursuit  of  knowledge,  he  obtained  posses- 
sion of  a  book  upon  surveying,  and  applying  himself 
diligently  to  its  study  became  famiHar  with  this  art, 
which  he  soon  had  an  opportunity  to  practice.  The 
services  of  a  land  surveyor  were  wanted,  and  he  was 
called  upon,  but  had  no  compass  and  no  money  with 
which  to  purchase  one.  A  compass,  however,  he 
must  and  would  have,  and  going  to  a  blacksmith  shop 
near  at  hand,  upon  the  forge,  with  such  tools  as  he 
could  find  in  the  shop,  while  the  smith  was  at  dinner, 
he  constructed  the  compass  and  commenced  life  as  a 
surveyor.  Still  continuing  his  studies,  he  fitted  him- 
self for  teaching,  and  took  charge  of  the  village  school 
at  Dartmouth.  When,  in  the  course  of  time  and  un- 
der the  pressure  of  law,  a  high  school  was  to  be 
opened,  he  passed  a  successful  examination  for  its 
principalship  and  received  the  appointment.  To  do 
this  was  no  small  task.  The  law  required  a  rigid 
examination  in  various  subjects,  which  necessitated 
days  and  nights  of  study.  One  evening,  after  con- 
cluding his  day's  labor  of  teaching,  he  traveled  on  foot 
to  New  Bedford,  some  seven  or  eight  miles,  called 
upon  the  preceptor  of  Friend's  Academy  and  passed 
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a  severe  examination.  Receiving  a  certificate  that 
he  was  qualified,  he  walked  back  to  his  home  the 
same  night,  highly  elated  in  being  possessed  of  the 
acquirements  and  requirements  of  a  master  of  the 
high  school. 

In  1832,  at  the  age  of  28  years,  he  left  his  native 
town  and  went  to  reside  at  New  Bedford,  where  he 
followed  the  occupation  of  land  surveyor,  and  oc- 
casionally acted  as  an  auctioneer.  Soon  after  becom- 
ing a  citizen  of  this  place,  he  was  elected  Town  Clerk, 
Treasurer,  and  Collector  of  taxes,  which  office  he  held 
until  the  municipal  government  was  changed, — about 
fifteen  years, — when,  upon  the  inauguration  of  the  city 
government,  he  was  elected  Treasurer  and  Collector 
of  taxes,  a  position  which  he  held  two  or  three  years. 
He  was  also  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  many  years. 
He  was  elected  Alderman  of  New  Bedford ;  was 
Chairman  of  Council  Committee  on  Education,  and 
as  such  prepared  a  report  upon  which  was  based  the 
order  for  the  establishment  of  the  free  Public  Library 
of  New  Bedford.  On  its  organization,  Mr.  Crapo  was 
chosen  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees.  This 
was  the  first  free  public  Hbrary  in  Massachusetts,  if 
not  in  the  world.  The  Boston  Free  Library  was  es- 
tablished, however,  soon  afterwards.  While  a  resident 
in  New  Bedford,  he  was  much  interested  in  horticul- 
ture, and  to  obtain  the  land  necessary  for  carrying  out 
his  ideas  he  drained  and  reclaimed  several  acres  of 
rocky  and  swampy  land  adjoining  his  garden.  Here 
he  started  a  nursery,  which  he  filled  with  almost  every 
description  of  fruit  and  ornamental  trees,  shrubs, 
flowers,  etc.  In  this  he  was  very  successful  and  took 
great  pride.  He  was  a  regular  contributorto  the  New 
England  Horticultural  Journal,  a  position  he  filled 
as  long  as  he  lived  in  Massachusetts.  As  an  indica- 
tion of  the  wide  reputation  he  acquired  in  that  field 
of  labor,  it  may  be  mentioned  that  after  his  death  an 
affecting  eulogy  to  his  memory  was  pronounced  by  the 
President  of  the  National  Horticultural  Society  at  its 
meeting  in  Philadelphia,  in  1869.  During  his  resi- 
dence in  New  Bedford,  Mr.  Crapo  was  also  engaged 
in  the  whaling  business.  A  fine  barque  built  at  Dart- 
mouth, of  which  he  was  part  owner,  was  named  the 
"H.  H.  Crapo"  in  compliment  to  him. 

Mr.  C.  also  took  part  in  the  State  Militia,  and  for 
several  years  held  a  commission  as  Colonel  of  one  of 
the  regiments.  He  was  President  of  the  Bristol 
County  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Co.,  and  Secretary  of 
the  Bedford  Commercial  Insurance  Company  in  New 
Bedford;  and  while  an  officer  of  the  municipal  gov- 
ernment he  compiled  and  published,  between  the  years 
1836  and  1845,  ^^^  numbers  of  the  New  Bedford 
Directory,  the  first  work  of  the  kind  ever  published 
there. 

Mr.  C.  removed  to  Michigan  in  1856,  having  been 
induced  to  do  so  by  investments  made  principally  in 
pine  lands,  first  in  1837  and  subsequently  in  1856. 
He  took  up  his  residence  in  the  city  of  Flint,  and  en- 
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gaged  largely  in  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  lumber 
at  Flint,  Fentonville,  Holly  and  Detroit,  becoming 
one  of  the  largest  and  most  successful  business  men 
of  the  State.  He  was  mainly  instrumental  in  the 
construction  of  the  Flint  &  Holly  R.  R.,  and  was 
President  of  that  corporation  until  its  consolidation 
with  the  Flint  &  Pere  Marquette  R.  R.  Company. 
He  was  elected  Mayor  of  that  city  after  he  had  been 
a  resident  of  the  place  only  five  or  six  years.  In 
1862  he  was  elected  State  Senator.  In  the  fall  of 
1864  he  received  the  nomination  on  the  Republican 
ticket  for  Governor  of  the  State,  and  was  elected  by  a 
large  majority.  He  was  re-elected  in  1866,  holding 
the  office  two  terms,  and  retiring  in  January,  1869, 
having  given  the  greatest  satisfaction  to  all  parties. 

While  serving  his  last  term  he  was  attacked  with  a 
disease  which  terminated  his  life  within  one  year 
afterwards.  During  much  of  this  time  he  was  an  in- 
tense sufferer,  yet  often  while  in  great  pain  gave  his 
attention  to  public  matters.  A  few  weeks  previous 
to  his  death  a  successful  surgical  operation  was  per- 
formed which  seemed  rapidly  to  restore  him,  but  he 
overestimated  his  strength,  and  by  too  much  exertion 
in  business  matters  and  State  affairs  suffered  a  relapse 
from  which  there  was  no  rebound,  and  he  died  July 
ZZ',  1S69. 

In  the  early  part  of  his  life.  Gov.  Crapo  affiliated 
with  the  Whig  party  in  politics,  but  became  an  active 
member  of  the  Republican  party  after  its  organization. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Christian  (sometimes  called 
the  Disciples')  Church,  and  took  great  interest  in  its 
welfare  and  prosperity. 

Mr.  C.  married,  June  9,  1825,  Mary  A.  Slocum, 
of  Dartmouth.  His  marriage  took  place  soon  after 
he  had  attained  his  majority,  and  before  his  struggles 
with  fortune  had  been  rewarded  with  any  great  meas- 
ure of  success.  But  his  wife  was  a  woman  of  great 
strength  of  character  and  possessed  of  courage,  hope- 
fulness and  devotion,  quaHties  which  sustained  and 
encouraged  her  husband  in  the  various  pursuits  of 
his  early  years.  For  several  years  after  his  marriage 
he  was  engaged  in  teaching  school,  his  wife  living 
with  her  parents  at  the  time,  at  whose  home  his  two 
older  children  were  born.  While  thus  situated  he 
was  accustomed  to  walk  home  on  Saturday  to  see 
his  family,  returning  on  Sunday  in  order  to  be  ready 
for  school  Monday  morning.  As  the  walk  for  a  good 
part  of  the  time  was  20  miles  each  way,  it  is  evident 
that  at  that  period  of  his  life  no  common  obstacles 
deterred  him  from  performing  what  he  regarded 
as  a  duty.  His  wife  was  none  the  less  consci- 
entious in  her  sphere,  and  with  added  responsibilities 
and  increasing  requirements  she  labored  faithfully 
in  the  performance  of  all  her  duties.  They  had 
ten  children,  one  son  and  nine  daughters.  His  son, 
Hon,  Wm.  W.  Crapo,  of  New  Bedford,  is  now  an 
honored  Representative  to  Congress  from  the  First 
Congressional    District   of  Massachusetts. 
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ENRY  P.  BALDWIN,  Gov- 
ernor of  Michigan  from  Jan. 
%  1869,  to  Jan.  I,  1873,  is  a 
lineal  descendant  of  Nathan- 
iel Baldwin,  a  Puritan,  of  Buck- 
inghamshire, England,  who  set- 
tled at  Milford,  Conn.,  in  1639. 
His  father  was  John  Baldwin, 
a  graduate  of  Dartmouth  Col- 
lege. He  died  at  North  Provi- 
dence, R.  I.,  in  1826.  His 
paternal  grandfather  was  Rev. 
Moses  Baldwin,  a  graduate  of 
Princeton  College,  in  1757,  and  the 
first  who  received  collegiate  hon- 
ors at  that  ancient  and  honored  institution.  He  died 
at  Parma,  Mass.,  in  1813,  where  for  more  than  50 
years  he  had  been  pastor  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
On  his  mother's  side  Governor  B.  is  descended  from 
Robert  Williams,  also  a  Puritan,  who  setded  in  Rox- 
bury,  Mass.,  about  1638.  His  mother  was  a  daughter 
of  Rev.  Nehemiah  Williams,  a  graduate  of  Harvard 
College,  who  died  at  Brimfield,  Mass.,  in  1796,  where 
for  21  years  he  was  pastor  of  the  CongregationaUst 
Church.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  at 
Coventry,  R.  I.,  Feb.  22,  1814.  He  received  a  New 
England  common-school  education  until  the  age  of 
12  years,  when,  both  his  parents  having  died,  he  be- 
came a  clerk  in  a  mercantile  establishment.  He  re- 
mained there,  employing  his  leisure  hours  in  study, 
until  20  years  of  age. 

At  this  early  period  Mr.  B.  engaged  in  business  on 
his  own  account.  He  made  a  visit  to  the  West,  in 
1837,  which  resulted  in  his  removal  to  Detroit  in  the 
spring  of  1838.  Here  he  established  a  mercantile 
house  which  has  been  successfully  conducted  until 
the  present  time.    Although  he  successfully  conducted 


a  large  business,  he  has  ever  taken  a  deep  interest  in 
all  things  affecting  the  prosperity  of  the  city  and 
State  of  his  adoption.  He  was  for  several  years  a 
Director  and  President  of  the  Detroit  Young  Men's 
Society,  an  institution  with  a  large  Ubrary  designed 
for  the  benefit  of  young  men  and  citizens  generally. 
An  Episcopalian  in  religious  belief,  he  has  been 
prominent  in  home  matters  connected  with  that  de- 
nomination. The  large  and  flourishing  parish  of  St. 
John,  Detroit,  originated  with  Governor  Baldwin,  who 
gave  the  lot  on  which  the  parish  edifice  stands,  and 
also  contributed  the  larger  share  of  the  cost  of  their 
erection.  Governor  B.  was  one  of  the  foremost  in 
the  establishment  of  St.  Luke's  Hospital,  and  has 
always  been  a  liberal  contributor  to  moral  and  relig- 
ious enterprises  whether  connected  with  his  own 
Church  or  not.  There  have  been,  in  fact,  but  few 
public  and  social  improvements  of  Detroit  during  the 
past  40  years  with  which  Governor  B.'s  name  is  not 
in  some  way  connected.  He  was  a  director  in  the 
Michigan  State  Bank  until  the  expiration  of  its  char- 
ter, and  has  been  President  of  the  Second  National 
Bank  since  its  organization. 

In  i860,  Mr.  Baldwin  was  elected  to  the  State 
Senate,  of  Michigan  ;  during  the  years  of  i86i-*2  he 
was  made  Chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee,  a 
member  of  Committee  on  Banks  and  Incorporations, 
Chairman  of  the  Select  Joint  Committee  of  the  two 
Houses  for  the  investigation  of  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment and  the  official  acts  of  the  Treasurer,  and  of 
the  letting  of  the  contract  for  the  improvement  of 
Sault  St.  Marie  Ship  Canal.  He  was  first  elected 
Governor  in  1868  and  was  re-elected  in  1870,  serving 
from  1869  to  1872,  inclusive.  It  is  no  undeserved 
eulogy  to  say  that  Governor  B.'s  happy  faculty  of  es- 
timating the  necessary  means  to  an  end — the  knowing 
of  how  much  effort  or  attention  to  bestow  upon  the 
thing  in  hand,  has  been  the  secret  of  the   uniform 
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success  that  has  attended  his  efforts  in  all  relations 
of  life.  The  same  industry  and  accuracy  that  dis- 
tinguished him  prior  to  this  term  as  Governor  was 
manifest  in  his  career  as  the  chief  magistrate  of  the 
State,  and  while  his  influence  appears  in  all  things 
with  which  he  has  had  to  do,  it  is  more  noticeable  in 
the  most  prominent  position  to  which  he  was  called. 
With  rare  exceptions  the  important  commendations 
of  Governor  B.  received  the  sanction  of  the  Legislat- 
ure. During  his  administration  marked  improve- 
ments were  made  in  the  charitable,  penal  and  reforma- 
tory institutions  of  the  State.  The  State  Public  School 
for  dependent  children  was  founded  and  a  permanent 
commission  for  the  supervision  of  the  several  State 
institutions.  The  initiatory  steps  toward  building  the 
Eastern  Asylum  for  the  Insane,  the  State  House  of 
Correction,  and  the  establishment  of  the  State  Board 
of  Health  were  recommended  by  Governor  B.  in  his 
message  of  1873.  The  new  State  Capitol  also  owes 
its  origen  to  him.  The  appropriation  for  its  erection 
was  made  upon  his  recommendation,  and  the  contract 
for  the  entire  work  let  under  this  administration. 
Governor  B.  also  appointed  the  commissioners  under 
whose  faithful  supervision  the  building  was  erected  in 
a  manner  most  satisfactory  to  the  people  of  the  State. 
He  advised  and  earnestly  urged  at  different  times 
such  amendments  of  the  constitution  as  would  per- 
mit a  more  equitable  compensation  to  State  officers 
and  judges.  The  law  of  1869,  and  prior  also,  permitting 
municipalities  to  vote  aid  toward  the  construc- 
tion of  railroads  was,  in  1870,  declared  unconstitu- 
tional by  the  Supreme  Court.  Many  of  the  munici- 
palities having  in  the  meantime  issued  and  sold  their 
bonds  in  good  faith,  Governor  B.  fell  that  the  honor 
and  credit  of  the  State  were  in  jeopardy.  His  sense 
of  justice  impelled  him  to  call  an  extra  session  of  the 
Legislature  to  propose  the  submission  to  the  people*a 
constitutional  amendment,  authorizing  the  payment 
of  such  bonds  as  were  already  in  the  hands  of  bona- 
fide  holders.  In  his  special  message  he  says  :  'The 
credit  of  no  State  stands  higher  than  that  of  Michigan, 
and  the  people  can  not  afford,  and  I  trust  will  not 
consent,  to  have  her  good  name  tarnished  by  the  repu- 
diation of  either  legal  or  moral  obligations."  A  spe- 
cial session  was  called  in  March,  1872,  principally  for 
the  division  of  the  State  into  congressional  districts. 
A  number  of  other  important  suggestions  were  made, 
however,  and  as  an  evidence  of  the  Governors  la- 
borious and  thoughtful  care  for  the  financial  condition 


of  the  State,  a  series  of  tables  was  prepared  and  sub- 
mitted by  him  showing,  in  detail,  estimates  of  receipts, 
expenditures  and  appropriations  for  the  years  1872  to 
1878,  inclusive.  Memorable  of  Governor  B.'s  admin- 
istration were  the  devastating  fires  which  swept  over 
many  portions  of  the  Northwest  in  the  fall  of  187 1. 
A  large  part  of  the  city  of  Chicago  having  been  re- 
duced to  ashes.  Governor  B.  promptly  issued  a  proc- 
lamation calling  upon  the  people  of  Michigan  for 
liberal  aid  in  behalf  of  the  afflicted  city.  Scarcely  had 
this  been  issued  when  several  counties  in  his  State 
were  laid  waste  by  the  same  destroying  element. 
A  second  call  was  made  asking  assistance  for  the  suf- 
fering people  of  Michigan.  The  contributions  for 
these  objects  were  prompt  and  most  liberal,  more  than 
$700,000  having  been  received  in  money  and  supplies 
for  the  relief  of  Michigan  alone.  So  ample  were 
these  contributions  during  the  short  period  of  about 
3  months,  that  the  Governor  issued  a  proclamation 
expressing  in  behalf  of  the  people  of  the  State  grate- 
ful acknowldgment,  and  announcing  that  further 
aid  was  unnecessary. 

Governor  B.  has  traveled  extensively  in  his  own 
country  and  has  also  made  several  visits  to  Europe 
and  other  portions  of  the  Old  World.  He  was  a  pas- 
senger on  the  Steamer  Arill,  which  was  captured  and 
bonded  in  the  Carribean  Sea,  in  December,  1862,  by 
Capt.  Semmes,  and  wrote  a  full  and  interesting  ac- 
count of  the  transaction.  The  following  estimate  of 
Governor  B.  on  his  retirement  from  office,  by  a  leading 
newspaper,  is  not  overdrawn:  "The  retiring  message 
of  Governor  B.,  will  be  read  with  interest.  It  is 
a  characteristic  document  and  possesses  the  lucid 
statement,  strong,  and  clear  practical  sense,  which 
have  been  marked  features  of  all  preceding  documents 
from  the  same  source.  Governor  B.  retired  to  private 
life  after  four  years  of  unusually  successful  adminis- 
tration amid  plaudits  that  are  universal  throughout  the 
State.  For  many  years  eminent  and  capable  men 
have  filled  the  executive  chair  of  this  State,  but  in 
painstaking  vigilance,  in  stern  good  sense,  in  genuine 
public  spirit,  in  thorough  integrity  and  in  practical 
capacity,  Henry  P.  Baldwin  has  shown  himself  to  be 
the  peer  of  any  or  all  of  them.  The  State  has  been  un- 
usually prosperous  during  his  two  terms,  and  the  State 
administration  has  fully  kept  pace  with  the  needs  of 
the  times.  The  retiring  Governor  has  fully  earned 
the  public  gratitude  and  confidence  which  he  to-day 
possesses  to  such  remarkable  degree.  ' 
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OHN  JUDSON  BAGLEY, 
Governor  of  Michigan  from 
1873  to  1877,  was  born  in 
Medina,  Orleans  Co.,  N.  Y., 
July  24, 1832.  His  father,  John 
Bagley,  was  a  native  of  New 
Hampshire,  his  mother,  Mary  M. 
Bagley,  of  Connecticut.  He  at- 
tended the  district  school  of  Lock- 
port,  N.  Y.,  until  he  was  eight  years 
old,  at  which  time  his  father  moved 
to  Constantine,  Mich.,  and  he  at- 
tended the  common  schools  of  that 
village.  His  early  experience  was 
like  that  of  many  country  boys  whose 
parents  removed  from  Eastern  States 
to  the  newer  portion  of  the  West. 
His  father  being  in  very  poor  circum- 
^ri  stances,  Mr.  B.  was  obliged  to  work 
as  soon  as  he  was  able  to  do  so. 
Leaving  school  when  13  years  of  age 
he  entered  a  country  store  in  Constan- 
tine as  clerk.  His  father  then  re- 
moved to  Owosso,  Mich.,  and  he  again 
engaged  as  clerk  in  a  store.  From 
early  youth  Mr.  B.  was  extravagantly  fond  of  reading 
and  devoted  every  leisure  moment  to  the  perusal  of 
such  books,  papers  and  periodicals  as  came  within 
his  reach.  In  1847,  he  removed  to  Detroit,  where  he 
secured  employment  in  a  tobacco  manufactory  and 
remained  in  this  position  for  about  five  years. 

In  1853,  he  began  business  for  himself  in  the  man- 
ufacturing of  tobacco.     His  establishment  has  become 


one  of  the  largest  of  the  kind  in  the  West.  Mr.  B. 
has  also  been  greatly  interested  in  other  manufactur- 
ing enterprises,  as  well  as  in  mining,  banking  and  in- 
surance corporations.  He  was  President  of  the 
Detroit  Safe  Company  for  several  years.  He  was  one 
of  the  organizers  of  the  Michigan  Mutual  Life  Insur- 
ance Company  of  Detroit,  and  was  its  President  from 
1867  to  1872.  He  was  a  director  of  the  Amer- 
ican National  Bank  for  many  years,  and  a  stock- 
holder and  director  in  various  other  corporations. 
Mr.  B.  was  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Education  two 
years,  and  of  the  Detroit  Common  Council  the  same 
length  of  time.  In  1865  he  was  appointed  by  Gover- 
nor Crapo  one  of  the  first  commissioners  of  the 
Metro politian  police  force  of  the  city  of  Detroit,  serv- 
ing six  years.  In  November,  1872,  he  was  elected 
Governor  of  Michigan,  and  two  years  later  was  re- 
elected to  the  same  office,  retiring  in  January,  1877. 
He  was  an  active  worker  in  the  Republican  party,  and 
for  many  years  was  Chairman  of  the  Republican 
State  Central  committee. 

Governor  Bagley  was  quite  liberal  in  his  religious 
views  and  was  an  attendant  of  the  Unitarian  Church. 
He  aimed  to  be  able  to  hear  and  consider  any  new 
thought,  from  whatever  source  it  may  come,  but  was  not 
bound  by  any  religious  creed  or  formula.  He  held 
in  respect  all  religious  opinions,  believing  that  no  one 
can  be  injured  by  a  firm  adherence  to  a  faith  or  de- 
nomination. He  was  married  at  Dubuque,  Iowa,  Jan. 
16,  1855,  to  Frances  E.  Newberry,  daughter  of  Rev. 
Samuel  Newberry,  a  pioneer  missionary  of  Michigan, 
who  took  an  active  part  in  the  early  educational  mat- 
ters of  the  State  and  in  the  establishment  of  its  ex- 
cellent   system   of   education.     It    was    principally 
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through  his  exertions  that  the  State  University  was 
founded.  Mr.  B/s  family  consists  of  seven  children. 
As  Governor  his  administration  was  charac- 
terized by  several  important  features,  chief  among 
which  were  his  efforts  to  improve  and  make  popular 
the  educational  agencies  of  the  State  by  increasing 
the  faculty  of  the  University  for  more  thorough  in- 
struction in  technical  studies, by  strengthening  the  hold 
of  the  Agricultural  College  upon  the  public  good  will 
and  making  the  general  change  which  has  manifested 
itself  in  many  scattered  primary  districts.  Among 
others  were  an  almost  complete  revolution  in  the 
management  of  the  penal  and  charitable  institutions 
of  the  State;  the  passage  of  the  liquor-tax  law, taking 
the  place  of  the  dead  letter  of  prohibition;  the  estab- 
lishing of  the  system  of  dealing  with  juvenile  offend- 
ers through  county  agents,  which  has  proved  of  great 
good  in  turning  the  young  back  from  crime  and  plac- 
ing the  State  in  the  attitude  of  a  moral  agent ;  in  se- 
curing for  the  militia  the  first  time  in  the  history  of 
Michigan  a  systematized  organization  upon  a  service- 
able footing.  It  was  upon  the  suggestion  of  Gov.  B. 
in  the  earlier  part  of  his  administration  that  the  law 
creating  the  State  Board  of  Health,  and  also  the  law 
creating  a  fish  commission  in  the  inland  waters  of  the 
State,  were  passed,  both  of  which  have  proved  of  great 
benefit  to  the  State.  The  successful  representation 
of  Michigan  at  the  Centennial  Exhibuion  is  also  an 
honorable  part  of  the  record  of  Gov.  B.'s  adminis- 
tration. 

As  Governor,  he  felt  that  he  represented  the  State 
— not  in  a  narrow,  egotistical  way,  but  in  the  same 
sense  that  a  faithful,  trusted,  confidential  agent  rep- 
resents his  employer,  and  as  the  Executive  of  the 
State  he  was  her  "  attorney  in  fact."  And  his  intelli- 
gent, thoughtful  care  will  long  continue  the  pride  of 
the  people  he  so  much  loved.  He  was  ambitious — 
ambitious  for  place  and  power,  as  every  noble  mind 
is  ambitious,  because  these  give  opix)rtunity.  How- 
ever strong  the  mind  and  powerful  the  will,  if  there 
be  no  ambition,  life  is  a  failure.  He  was  not  blind  to 
the  fact  that  the  more  we  have  the  more  is  required 
of  us.  He  accepted  it  in  its  fullest  meaning.  He 
had  great  hopes  for  his  State  and  his  country.  He  had 
his  ideas  of  what  they  should  be.  With  a  heart  as 
broad  as  humanity  itself;  with  an  intelligent,  able  and 
cultured  brain,  the  will  and  the  power  to  do,  he 
asked  his  fellow  citizen  to  give  him  the  opportunity  to 
labor  for  them.     Self  entered  not  into  the  calculation. 

■♦  ^1 


His  whole  life  was  a  battle  for  others ;  and  he  entered 
the  conflict  eagerly  and  hopefully. 

His  State  papers  were  models  of  compact,  busi- 
ness-like statements,  bold,  original,  and  brimful  of 
practical  suggestions, and  his  administrations  will  long 
be  considered  as  among  the  ablest  in  this  or  any 
other  State. 

His  noble,  generous  nature  made  his  innumerable 
benefactions  a  source  of  continuous  pleasure.  Liter- 
ally, to  him  it  was  "  more  blessed  to  give  than  to 
receive." 

His  greatest  enjoyment  was  in  witnessing  the  com- 
fort and  happiness  of  others.  Not  a  tithe  of  his  char- 
ities were  known  to  his  most  intimate  friends,  or  even 
to  his  family.  Many  a  needy  one  has  been  the  recipi- 
ent of  aid  at  an  opportune  moment,  who  never  knew 
the  hand  that  gave. 

At  one  time  a  friend  had  witnessed  his  ready  re- 
sponse to  some  charitable  request,  and  said  to  him : 
"Governor,  you  give  away  a  large  sum  of  money ;  about 
how  much  does  your  charities  amount  to  in  a  year?" 
He  turned  at  once  and  said:  "I  do  not  know,  sir;  I 
do  not  allow  myself  to  know.  I  hope  I  gave  more 
this  year  than  I  did  last,  and  hope  I  shall  give  more 
next  year  than  I  have  this."  This  expressed  his  idea 
of  charity,  that  the  giving  should  at  all  times  be  free 
and  spontaneous. 

During  his  leasure  hours  from  early  life,  and  espe- 
cially during  the  last  few  years,  he  devoted  much  time 
to  becoming  acquainted  with  the  best  authors.  Biog- 
raphy was  his  delight;  the  last  he  read  was  the  "Life 
and  Woik  of  John  Adams,"  in  ten  volumes. 

In  all  questions  of  business  or  pubHc  affairs  he 
seemed  to  have  the  power  of  getting  at  the  kernel  of 
the  nut  in  the  least  possible  time.  In  reading  he 
would  spend  scarcely  more  time  with  a  volume  than 
most  persons  would  devote  to  a  chapter.  After  what 
seemed  a  cursory  glance,  he  would  have  all  of  value 
the  book  contained.  Rarely  do  we  see  a  business 
man  so  familiar  with  the  best  English  authors.  He 
was  a  generous  and  intelligent  patron  of  the  arts,  and 
his  elegant  home  was  a  study  and  a  pleasure 
to  his  many  friends,  who  always  found  there  a 
hearty  welcome.  At  Christmas  time  he  would  spend 
days  doing  the  work  of  Santa  Claus.  Every  Christmas 
eve  he  gathered  his  children  about  him  and,  taking 
the  youngest  on  his  lap,  told  some  Christmas  story, 
closing  the  entertainment  with  "The  Night  Before 
Christmas,"  or  Dickens's  "Christmas  Carol." 
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HARLES  M.  CROSWELL, 

Governor  of  Michigan  from 
*Jan.  3,  1877  to  Jan.  i,  i88t, 
was  born  at  Newburg,  Orange 
County,  N.  Y.,  Oct.  31,  1825. 
He  is  the  only  son  of  John  and 
Sallie  (Hicks)  Croswell.  His 
father,  who  was  of  Scotch-Irish 
extraction,  was  a  paper-maker, 
and  carried  on  business  in  New 
York  City.  His  ancestors  on 
his  mother's  side  were  of  Knicker- 
bocker descent.  The  Croswell 
family  may  be  found  connected 
with  prominent  events,  in  New  York 
and  Connecticut,  in  the  early  exis- 
tence of  the  Republic.  Harry  Cros- 
well, during  the  administration  of 
President  Jefferson,  published  a  pa- 
per called  the  Balance^  and  was 
prosecuted  for  Hbelingthe  President 
under  the  obnoxious  Sedition  Law. 
He  was  defended  by  the  celebrated 
Alexander  Hamilton,  and  the  decis- 
ion )i  the  case  establised  the  important  ruling  that 
the  truth  might  be  shown  in  cases  of  libel.  Another 
member  of  the  family  was  Edwin  Croswell,  the  fam- 
ous editor  of  the  Albany  Argus ;  also,  Rev.  William 
Croswell,  noted  as  a  divine  and  poet. 

When  Charles  M.  Croswell  was  seven  years  of  age, 
his  father  was  accidentally  drowned  in  the  Hudson 
River,  at  Newburg  ;  and,  within  three  months  preced- 
ing that  event,  his  mother  and  only  sister  had  died, — 
thus  leaving  him  the  sole  surviving  member  of  the 
family,  without  fortune  or  means.     Upon   the  death 
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of  his  father  he  went  to  live  with  an  uncle,  who,  in 
1837,  emigrated  with  him  to  Adrain,  Michigan.  At 
sixteen  years  of  age,  he  commenced  to  learn  the  car- 
penter's trade,  and  worked  at  it  very  diHgently  for 
four  years,  maintaining  himself,  and  devoting  his  spare 
time  to  reading  and  the  acquirement  of  knowledge. 
In  1846,  he  began  the  study  of  law,  and  was  ap- 
pointed Deputy  Clerk  of  Lenawee  County.  The  du- 
ties  of  this  office  he  performed  four  years,  when  he 
was  elected  Register  of  Deeds,  and  was  re-elected 
in  185  2.  In  1854,  he  took  part  in  the  first  movements 
for  the  formation  of  the  Republican  party,  and  was  a 
member  and  Secretary  of  the  convetion  held  at  Jack- 
son in  that  year,  which  put  in  the  field  the  first  Re- 
publican State  ticket  in  Michigan.  In  1855,  he 
formed  a  law  partnership  with  the  present  Chief- Jus- 
tice Cooley,  which  continued  until  the  removal  of 
Judge  Cooley  to  Ann  Arbor. 

In  1862,  Mr.  Croswell  was  appointed  City  Attorney 
of  Adrian.  He  was  also  elected  Mayor  of  the  city 
in  the  spring  of  the  same  year;  and  in  the  fall  was 
chosen  to  represent  Lenawee  County  in  the  State 
Senate.  He  was  re-elected  to  the  Senate  in  1864, 
and  again  in  1866,  during  each  term  filling  the  posi- 
tions above  mentioned.  Among  various  re^Dorts  made 
by  him,  one  adverse  to  the  re-establishment  of  the 
death  penalty,  and  another  against  a  proposition  to 
pay  the  salaries  of  State  officers  and  judges  in  coin, 
which  then  commanded  a  very  large  premium,  may 
be  mentioned.  He  also  drafted  the  act  ratifying  the 
Thirteenth  Amendment  to  the  Federal  Constitution, 
for  the  abolishment  of  slavery,  it  being  the  first 
amendment  to  the  instrument  ratified  by  Michigan. 
In  1863,  from  his  seat  in  the  State  Senate,  he  de- 
livered an  elaborate  speech  in  favor  of  the  Proclama- 
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tion  of  Emancipation  issued  by  President  Lincoln, 
and  of  his  general  policy  in  the  prosecution  of  the 
war.  This,  at  the  request  of  his  Republican  associ- 
ates, was  afterwards  published.  In  1867,  he  was 
elected  a  member  of  the  Constitutional  Convention, 
and  chosen  its  presiding  officer.  This  convention 
was  composed  of  an  able  body  of  men  ;  and  though, 
in  the  general  distrust  of  constitutional  changes 
which  for  some  years  had  been  taking  possession  of 
the  people,  their  labors  were  not  accepted  by  the  pop- 
ular vote,  it  was  always  conceded  that  the  constitu- 
tion they  proposed  had  been  prepared  with  great  care 
and  skill. 

In  1868,  Mr.  Croswell  was  chosen  an  Elector  on 
the  Republican  Presidential  ticket;  in  1872,  was 
elected  a  Representative  to  the  State  Legislature 
from  Lenawee  County,  and  was  chosen  Speaker  of 
the  House  of  Representatives.  At  the  close  of  the 
session  of  that  body  his  abilities  as  a  parliamentarian, 
and  the  fairness  of  his  rulings  were  freely  and  form- 
ally acknowledged  by  his  associates  ;  and  he  was  pre- 
sented with  a  superb  collection  of  their  portraits 
handsomely  framed.  He  was,  also,  forseveral'years. 
Secretary  of  the  State  Board  for  the  general  supervis- 
ion of  the  charitable  and  penal  institutions  of  Michi  • 
gan ;  in  which  position,  his  propositions  for  the  amel- 
ioration of  the  condition  of  the  unfortunate,  and  the 
reformation  of  the  criminal  classes,  signalize  the  be- 
nevolence of  his  nature,  and  the  practical  character 
of  his  mind. 

In  1876,  the  general  voice  of  the  Republicans  of 
the  State  indicted  Mr.  Croswell  as  their  choice  for 
Governor;  and,  at  the  State  Convention  of  the  party 
in  August  of  the  same  year,  he  was  put  in  nomination 
by  acclamation,  without  the  formality  of  a  ballot.  At 
the  election  in  November  following,  he  was  chosen  to 
the  high  position  for  which  he  had  been  nominated, 
by  a  very  large  majority  over  all  opposing  candidates. 
His  inaugural  message  was  received  with  general 
favor;  and  his  career  as  Governor  was  marked  with 
the  same  qualities  of  head  and  heart  that  have  ever 
distinguished  him,  both  as  a  citizen  and  statesman. 


Governor  Groswell  has  always  prepared  his  ad- 
dresses with  care ;  and,  as  his  diction  is  terse,  clear, 
and  strong,  without  excess  of  ornament,  and  his  de- 
livery impressive,  he  is  a  popular  speaker;  and  many 
of  his  speeches  have  attracted  favorable  comment  in 
the  public  prints,  and  have  a  permanent  value.  He 
has  always  manifested  a  deep  interest  in  educational 
matters,  and  was  for  years  a  member  and  Secretary  of 
the  Board  of  Education  of  Adrain.  At  the  formal 
opening  of  the  Central  School  building  in  that  city, 
on  the  24th  day  of  April,  1869,  he  gave,  in  a  public 
address,  an  *'  Historical  Sketch  of  the  Adrian  Public 
Schools," 

In  his  private  life.  Governor  Croswell  has  been  as 
exemplary  as  in  his  public  career  he  has  been  suc- 
cessful and  useful.  In  February,  1852,  he  was  mar- 
ried to  a  daughter  of  Morton  Eddy,  Lucy  M.  Eddy, 
a  lady  of  many  amiable  and  sunny  qualities.  She 
suddenly  died,  March  19,  1868,  leaving  two  daugh- 
ters and  a  son.  Governor  Croswell  is  not  a  member 
of  any  religious  body,  but  generally  attends  the  Pres- 
byterian Church.  He  pursues  the  profession  of  law, 
but  of  late  has  been  occupied  mainly  in  the  care  of  his 
own  interests,  and  the  quiet  duties  of  advice  in 
business  difficulties,  for  which  his  unfailing  pru- 
dence and  sound  judgment  eminently  fit  him.  Gov- 
ernor Croswell  is  truly  popular,  not  only  with  those  of 
like  political  faith  with  himself,  but  with  those  who 
differ  frcm  him  in  this  regard. 

During  Gov.  Croswell's  administration  the  public 
debt  was  greatly  reduced ;  a  policy  adopted  requiring 
the  State  institutions  to  keep  within  the  limit  of  ap- 
propriations ;  laws  enacted  to  provide  more  effectually 
for  the  punishment  of  corruption  and  bribrery  in  elec- 
tions; the  State  House  of  Correction  at  Ionia  and  the 
Eastern  Asylum  for  the  Insane  at  Pontiac  were  opened, 
and  the  new  capital  at  Lansing  was  completed  and 
occupied.  The  first  act  of  his  second  term  was  to  pre- 
side at  the  dedication  of  this  building  The  great  riot 
at  Jackson  occured  during  his  administration,  and  it 
was  only  bv  his  promptness  that  great  distruction  of 
both  life  and  properly  was    prevented    at   that  time. 
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DAVID  H.  JEROME,  Gover- 
L nor  of  from  Jan.  i,  1881,  to 
Jan.  I,  1883,  was  born  at  De- 
troit, Mich.,  Nov.  17,  1829. 
His  parents  emigrated  to 
Michigan  from  Trumansburg, 
Tompkins  Co.,  N.  Y.,  in  1828, 
locating  at  Detroit.  His  father 
died  March  30,  1831,  leaving 
nine  children.  He  had  been 
twice  married,  and  four  of  the 
.children  living  at  the  time  of  his 
death  were  grown  up  sons,  the  off- 
spring of  his  first  union.  Of  the 
five  children  by  his  second  marriage,  David  H.  was 
the  youngest.  Shortly  after  Mr.  Jerome's  death,  his 
widow  moved  back  to  New  York  and  settled  in 
Onondaga  County  near  Syracuse,  where  they  remained 
until  the  fall  of  1834,  the  four  sons  by  the  first  wife 
continuing  their  residence  in  Michigan.  In  the  fall 
of  T834,  Mrs.  Jerome  came  once  more  to  Michigan, 
locating  on  a  farm  in  St.  Clair  County.  Here  the 
(xovernor  formed  those  habits  of  industry  and  ster- 
ling integrity  that  have  been  so  characteristic  of  the 
man  in  the  active  duties  of  life.  He  was  sent  to  the 
district  school,  and  in  the  acquisition  of  the  funda- 
mental branches  of  learning  he  displayed  a  precocity 
and  an  application  which  won  for  him  the  admiration 
of  his  teachers,  and  always  placed  him  at  the  head 
of  his  classes.  In  the  meantime  he  did  chores  on 
the  farm,  and  was  always  ready  with  a  cheerful  heart 
and  willing  hand  to  assist  his  widowed  mother.  The 
heavy  labor  of  the  farm  was  carried  on  by  his  two 


older  brothers,  Timothy  and  George,  and  when  13 
years  of  age  David  received  his  mother's  permission  to 
attend  school  at  the  St.  Clair  Academy.  While  attend- 
ing there  he  lived  with  Marcus  H.  Miles,  now  de- 
ceased, doing  chores  for  his.  board,  and  the  following 
winter  performed  the  same  service  for  James  Ogden, 
also  deceased.  The  next  summer  Mrs.  Jerome 
moved  into  the  village  of  St.  Clair,  for  the  purpose  of 
continuing  her  son  in  school.  While  attending  said 
academy  one  of  his  associate  students  was  Sena- 
tor Thomas  W.  Palmer,  of  Detroit,  a  rival  candidate 
before  the  gubernatorial  convention  in  1880.  He 
completed  his  education  in  the  fall  of  his  i6th  year, 
and  the  following  winter  assisted  his  brother  Timothy 
m  hauling  logs  in  the  pine  woods.  The  next  summer 
he  rafted  logs  down  the  St.  Clair  River  to  Algonac. 

In  1847,  M.  H.  Miles  being  Clerk  in  St.  Clair  Coun- 
ty, and  Volney  A.  Ripley  Register  of  Deeds,  David 
H.  Jerome  was  appointed  Deputy  to  each,  remaining 
as  such  during  i848-'49,  and  receiving  much  praise 
from  his  employers  and  the  people  in  general  for  the 
abihty  displayed  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties.  He 
spent  his  summer  vacation  at  clerical  work  on  board 
the  lake  vessels. 

In  1 849- '50,  he  abandoned  office  work,  and  for  the 
proper  development  of  his  physical  system  spent 
several  months  hauling  logs.  In  the  spring  of  1850, 
his  brother  "  Tiff  "  and  himself  chartered  the  steamer 
"Chautauqua,"  and  ^'Young  Dave"  became  her  mas- 
ter. A  portion  of  the  season  the  boat  was  engaged 
in  the  passenger  and  freight  traffic  between  Port 
Huron  and  Detroit,  but  during  the  latter  part  was 
used  as  a  tow  boat.  At  that  time  there  was  a  serious 
obstruction  to  navigation,  known  as  the  "St.  Clair 
Flats,"  between  Lakes  Huron  and  Erie,  over  which 
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vessels  could  carry  only  about  10,000  bushels  of  grain. 
Mr.  Jerome  conceived  the  idea  of  towing  vessels 
from  one  lake  to  the  other,  and  put  his  plan  into 
operation.  Through  the  influence  of  practical  men, — 
among  them  the  subject  of  this  sketch, — Congress 
removed  the  obstruction  above  referred  to,  and  now 
vessels  can  pass  them  laden  with  60,000  or  80,000 
bushels  of  grain. 

During  the  season,  the  two  brothers  succeeded 
in  making  a  neat  Httle  sum  of  money  by  the  sum- 
mer's work,  but  subsequently  lost  it  all  on  a  contract 
to  raise  the  "Gen.  Scott,"  a  vessel  that  had  sunk  in 
Lake  St.  Clair.  David  H.  came  out  free  from  debt, 
but  possessed  of  hardly  a  dollar  of  capital.  In  the 
spring  of  185 1,  he  was  clerk  and  acting  master  of  the 
steamers  "Frankhn  Moore"  and  "Ruby,"  plying  be- 
tween Detroit  and  Port  Huron  and  Goderich.  The 
following  year  he  was  clerk  of  the  propeller  "Prince- 
ton," running  between  Detroit  and  Buffalo. 

In  January,  1853,  Mr.  Jerome  went  to  California, 
by  way  of  the  Isthmus,  and  enjoyed  extraordinary 
success  in  selling  goods  in  a  new  place  of  his  selec- 
tion, among  the  mountains  near  Marysville  He  re- 
mained there  during  the  summer,  and  located  the 
Live  Yankee  Tunnel  Mine,  which  has  since  yielded 
millions  to  its  owners,  and  is  still  a  paying  investment. 
He  planned  and  put  a  tunnel  600  feet  into  the  mine, 
but  when  the  water  supply  began  to  fail  with  the  dry 
season,  sold  out  his  interest.  He  left  in  the  fall  of 
1853,  and  in  December  sailed  from  San  Francisco  for 
New  York,  arriving  at  his  home  in  St.  Clair  County, 
about  a  year  after  his  departure.  During  his  absence 
his  brother  "Tiff"  had  located  at  Saginaw,  ana  in 
1854  Mr.  Jerome  joined  him  in  his  lumber  operations 
in  the  valley.  In  1855  the  brothers  bought  Black- 
mer  &  Eaton's  hardware  and  general  supply  stores, 
at  Saginaw,  and  David  H.  assumed  the  management 
of  the  business.  From  1855  to  1873  he  was  also  ex- 
tensively engaged  in  lumbering  operations. 

Soon  after  locating  at  Saginaw  he  was  nominated 
for  Alderman  against  Stewart  B.  Williams,  a  rising 
young  man,  of  strong  Democratic  principles.  The 
ward  was  largely  Democratic,  but  Mr.  Jerome  was 
elected  by  a  handsome  majority.  When  the  Repub- 
iican  party  was  born  at  Jackson,  Mich.,  David  H. 
Jerome  was,  though  not  a  delegate  to  the  convention, 
one  of  its  "charter  members."  In  1862,  he  was  com- 
missioned by  Gov.  Austin  Blair  to  raise  one  of  the 


six  regiments  apportioned  to  the  State  of  Michigan. 
Mr.  Jerome  immediately  went  to  work  and  held 
meetings  at  various  points.  The  zeal  and  enthusiasm 
displayed  by  this  advocate  of  the  Union  awakened  a 
feeling  of  patriotic  interest  in  the  breasts  of  many 
brave  men,  and  in  a  short  space  of  time  the  23d 
Regiment  of  Michigan  Volunteer  Infantry  was  placed 
in  the  field,  and  subsequently  gained  for  itself  a  bril- 
liant record. 

In  the  fall  of  1862,  Mr.  Jerome  was  nominated  by 
the  Republican  party  for  State  Senator  from  the  26th 
district,  Appleton  Stevens,  of  Bay  City,  being  his  op- 
ponent. The  contest  was  very  exciting,  and  resulted 
in  the  triumphant  election  of  Mr.  Jerome.  He  was 
twice  renominated  and  elected  both  times  by  in- 
creased majorities,  defeating  George  Lord,  of  Bay 
City,  and  Dr.  Cheseman,  of  Gratiot  County.  On  tak- 
ing his  seat  in  the  Senate,  he  was  appointed  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  State  Affairs,  and  was  ac- 
tive in  raising  means  and  troops  to  carry  on  the  war. 
He  held  the  same  position  during  his  three  terms  of 
service,  and  introduced  the  bill  creating  the  Soldiers' 
Home  at  Harper  Hospital,  Detroit. 

He  was  selected  by  Gov.  Crapo  as  a  military  aid, 
and  in  1865  was  appointed  a  member  of  the  State 
Military  Board,  and  served  as  its  President  for  eight 
consecutive  years.  In  1873,  he  was  appointed  by 
Gov.  Bagley  a  member  of  the  convention  to  prepare 
a  new  State  Constitution,  and  was  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

In  1875,  Mr.  Jerome  was  appointed  a  member  of 
the  Board  of  Indian  Commissioners.  In  I876  he  was 
Chairman  of  a  commission  to  visit  Chief  Joseph,  the 
Nez  Perce  Indian,  to  arrange  an  amicable  settlement 
of  all  existing  difficulties.  The  commission  went  to 
Portland,  Oregon,  thence  to  the  Blue  Hills,  in  Idaho, 
a  distance  of  600  miles  up  the  Columbia  River. 

At  the  Republican  State  Convention,  convened  at 
Jackson  in  August,  1880,  Mr.  Jerome  was  placed  in 
the  field  for  nomination,  and  on  the  5  th  day  of  the 
month  received  the  highest  honor  the  convention 
could  confer  on  any  one.  His  opponent  was  Freder- 
ick M.  Holloway,  of  Hillsdale  County,  who  was  sup- 
ported by  the  Democratic  and  Greenback  parties. 
The  State  was  thoroughly  canvassed  by  both  parties, 
and  when  the  polls  were  closed  on  the  evening  of 
election  day,  it  was  found  that  David  H.  Jerome  had 
been  selected  by  the  voters  of  the  Wolverine  State  to 
occupy   the    highest    position   within    their    gift. 
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OSIAH    W.    BEGOLE,    the 

present  (1883),  Governor  of 
Michigan  was  born  in  Living- 
ston, County,  N.  Y.,  Jan.  20, 
18 1 5.  His  ancestors  were  of 
French  descent,  and  settled  at 
^  an  early  period  in  the  State  of 
Maryland.  His  grandfather,  Capt. 
*#  Bolles,  of  that  State,  was  an  offi- 
cer in  the  American  army  during 
the  war  of  the  Revolution.  About 
i  y  the  beginning  of  the  present  cent- 
3K/A  ^^^  \^Q\\\  his  grandparents,  having 
become  dissatisfied  with  the  insti- 
tution of  slavery,  although  slave- 
holders themselves,  emigrated  to 
Livingston  County,  N.  Y.,  then 
a  new  country,  taking  with  them  a 
number  of  their  former  slaves,  who 
volunteered  to  accompany  them. 
His  father  was  an  officer  in  the 
American  army,  and  served  during 
the  war  of  181 2. 
Mr.  B.  received  his  early  education  in  a  log  school- 
house,  and  subsequendy  attended  the  Temple  Hill 
Academy,  at  Geneseo,  N.  Y.  Being  the  eldest  of  a 
family  of  ten  children,  whose  parents  were  in  moder- 
ate though  comfortable  circumstances,  he  was  early 
taught  habits  of  industry,  and  when  21  years  of  age, 
l^eing  ambitious  to  better  his  condition  in  life,  he  re- 
solved to  seek  his  fortune  in  the  far  West,  as  it  was 


then  called.  In  August,  1836,  he  left  tha  parental 
roof  to  seek  a  home  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan  ^ 
then  an  almost  unbroken  wilderness.  He  settled  in 
Genesee  County,  and  aided  with  his  own  hands  in 
building  some  of  the  early  residences  in  what  is  now 
known  as  the  city  of  Flint.  There  were  but  four  or 
five  houses  where  this  flourishing  city  now  stands 
when  he  selected  it  as  his  home. 

\\\  the  spring  of  1839  he  married  Miss  Harriet  A. 
Miles.  The  marriage  proved  a  most  fortunate  one, 
and  to  the  faithful  wife  of  his  youth,  who  lives  to  en- 
joy with  him  the  comforts  of  an  honestly  earned  com- 
petence, Mr,  Begole  ascribes  largely  his  success  in 
life.  Immediately  after  his  marriage  he  commenced 
work  on  an  unimproved  farm,  where,  by  his  perse- 
verance and  energy,  he  soon  established  a  good  home, 
and  at  the  end  of  eighteen  years  was  the  owner  of  a 
well  improved  farm  of  five  hundred  acres. 

Mr.  Begole  being  an  anti-slavery  man,  became  a 
member  of  the  Republican  party  at  its  organization. 
He  served  his  townsmen  in  various  offices,  and  was^ 
in  1856,  elected  County  Treasurer,  which  office  he 
held  for  eight  years. 

At  the  breaking  out  of  the  Rebellion  he  did  not 
carry  a  musket  to  the  front,  but  his  many  friends  will 
bear  witness  that  he  took  an  active  part  in  recruiting 
and  furnishing  supplies  for  the  army,  and  in  looking 
after  the  interests  of  soldiers'  families  at  home.  The 
death  of  his  eldest  son  near  Atlanta,  Ga.,  by  a  Confed- 
rate  bullet,  in  1864,  was  the  greatest  sorrow  of  his  life. 
When  a  few  years  later  he  was  a  member  in  Congress 
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Gov.  Begole  voted  and  worked  for  the  soldiers' 
bounty  equalization  bill,  an  act  doing  justice  to  the 
soldier  who  bore  the  burden  and  heat  of  the  day,  and 
who  should  fare  equally  with  him  who  came  in  at  the 
eleventh  hour.  That  bill  was  defeated  in  the  House 
on  account  of  the  large  appropriation  that  would  be 
required  to  pay  the  same. 

In  1870,  Gov.  Begole  was  nominated  by  acclama- 
tion for  the  office  of  State  Senator,  and  elected  by  a 
large  majority.  In  that  body  he  served  on  the  Com- 
mittees of  Finance  and  Railroads,  and  was  Chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  the  Institute  for  the  Deaf  and 
Dumb  and  Blind.  He  took  a  liberal  and  public- 
spirited  view  of  the  importance  of  a  new  capitol 
building  worthy  of  the  State,  and  was  an  active  mem- 
ber of  the  Committee  that  drafted  the  bill  for  the 
same.  He  was  a  delegate  to  the  National  Republi- 
can Convention  held  at  Philadelphia  in  1872,  and 
was  the  chosen  member  of  that  delegation  to  go  to 
Washington  and  inform  Gen.  Grant  and  Senator 
Wilson  of  their  nominations.  It  was  while  at  that 
convention  that,  by  the  express  wish  of  his  many 
friends,  he  was  induced  to  offer  himself  a  can- 
didate for  the  nomination  of  member  to  the  43d  Con- 
gress, in  which  he  was  successful,  after  competing  for 
the  nomination  with  several  of  the  most  worthy,  able 
and  experienced  men  in  the  Sixth  Congressional  Dis- 
trict, and  was  elected  by  a  very  large  majority.  In 
Congress,  he  was  a  member  of  the  Committee  on 
Agricultural  and  Public  Expenditures.  Being  one  of 
the  17  farmers  in  that  Congress,  he  took  an  active 
part  in  the  Committee  of  Agriculture,  and  was  ap- 
pointed by  that  committee  to  draft  the  most  impor- 
tant report  made  by  that  committee,  and  upon  the 
only  subject  recommended  by  the  President  in  his 
message,  which  he  did  and  the  report  was  printed  in 
records  of  Congress ;  he  took  an  efficient  though  an 
unobtrusive  part  in  all  its  proceedings. 

He  voted  for  the  currency  bill,  remonetization  of 
silver,  and  other  financial  measures,  many  of  which, 
though  defeated  then,  have  since  become  the  settled 
policy  of  the  country.  Owing  to  the  position  which 
Mr.  Begole  occupied  on  these  questions,  he  became  a 
"Greenbacker." 

In  the  Gubernatorial  election  of  1882,  Mr.  Begole 
was  the  candidate  of  both  the  Greenback  and  Dem- 
ocratic parties,  and  was  elected  by  a  vote  of  154,269, 
the  Republican  candidate,  Hon.  David  H.   Jerome, 


receiving  149,697  votes.  Mr.  Begole,  in  entering 
upon  his  duties  as  Governor,  has  manifested  a  spirit 
that  has  already  won  him  many  friends,  and  bids  fair 
to  make  his  administration  both  successful  and  pop- 
ular. 

The  very  best  indications  of  what  a  man  is,  is  what 
his  own  townsmen  think  of  him.  We  give  the  foU 
lowing  extract  from  the  FHnt  Globe,  the  leading  Re- 
publican paper  m  Gov.  Begole  s  own  county,  and  it, 
too,  written  during  the  heat  of  a  political  campaign, 
which  certainly  is  a  flattering  testimonial  of  his  ster- 
ling worth: 

"  So  far,  however,  as  Mr.  Begole,  the  head  of  the 
ticket,  is  concerned,  there  is  nothing  detrimental  to 
his  character  that  can  be  alleged  against  him.  He 
has  sometimes  changed  his  mind  in  politics,  but  for 
sincerity  of  his  beliefs  and  the  earnestness  of  his  pur- 
pose nobody  who  knows  him  entertains  a  doubt.  He 
is  incapable  of  bearing  malice,  even  against  his  bit- 
terest political  enemies.  He  has  a  warm,  generous 
nature,  and  a  larger,  kinder  heart  does  not  beat  in 
the  bosom  of  any  man  in  Michigan.  He  is  not  much 
given  to  making  speeches,  but  deeds  are  more  signif- 
icant of  a  man's  character  than  words.  There  are 
many  scores  of  men  in  all  parts  of  the  State  where 
Mr.  Begole  is  acquainted,  who  have  had  practical 
demonstrations  of  these  facts,  and  who  are  liable  to 
step  outside  of  party  lines  to  show  that  they  do  not 
forget  his  kindness,  and  who,  no  doubt,  wish  that  he 
was  a  leader  in  what  would  not  necessarily  prove  a 
forlorn  hope.  But  the  Republican  party  in  Michigan 
is  too  strong  to  be  beaten  by  a  combination  of  Demo- 
crats and  Greenbackers,  even  if  it  is  marshaled  by  so 
good  a  man  as  Mr.  Begole." 

This  sketch  would  be  imperfect  without  referring 
to  the  action  of  Mr.  B.  at  the  time  of  the  great  calamity 
that  in  1881  overtook  the  people  of  Northeastern 
Michigan,  in  a  few  hours  desolating  whole  counties 
by  fire  and  destroying  the  results  and  accumulations 
of  such  hard  work  as  only  falls  to  the  lot  of  pioneers. 
While  the  Port  Huron  and  Detroit  committees  were 
quarrehng  over  the  distribution  of  funds,  Mr.  Begole 
wrote  to  an  agent  in  the  "iburnt  district "  a  letter,  from 
which  we  make  an  extract  of  but  a  single  sentence: 
"Until  the  difi*erences  between  the  two  committees 
are  adjusted  and  you  receive  your  regular  supplies 
from  them,  draw  on  me.  Let  no  man  suffer  while  I 
have  money."      This   displays  his    true    character. 
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USSELL  A.ALGER,Governor 
of  Michigan  for  the  term  com- 
mencing Jan.  1,  1885,  was 
born  in  Lafayette  Township, 
Medina  Co.,  Ohio,  Feb.  27, 
1836.  Having  lived  a  tem- 
perate life,  he  is  a  comparative 
young  man  in  appearance,  and  pos- 
sesses those  mental  faculties  that  are 
the  distinguishing  characteristics  of 
robust,  mature  and  educated  man- 
hood. When  1 1  years  of  age  both 
his  parents  died,  leaving  him  witha 
younger  brother  and  sister  to  sup- 
port and  without  any  of  the  substan- 
tial means  of  existence.  Lacking  the  opportunity  of 
better  employment,  he  worked  on  a  farm  in  Richfield, 
Ohio,  for  the  greater  part  of  each  of  the  succeeding 
seven  years,  saving  money  enough  to  defray  his  ex- 
penses at  Richfield  Academy  during  the  winter 
terms.  He  obtained  a  very  good  English  education, 
and  was  enabled  to  teach  school  for  several  subse- 
quent winters.  In  1 857  he  commenced  the  study  of 
law  in  the  offices  of  Wolcott  (fe  Upson  at  Akron,  re- 
maining until  March,  1859,  when  he  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  by  the  Ohio  Supreme  Court.  He  then 
removed  to  Cleveland,  and  entered  the  law  office  of 
Otis  &  Coffinbury,  where  he  remained  several 
months.  Here  he  continued  his  studies  with  in- 
creased zeal,  and  did  much  general  reading.  Hard 
study  and  close  confinement  to  office  work,  however, 
began  to  tell  on  his  constitution,  and  failing  health 
warned  him  that  he  must  seek  other  occupation. 


He  therefore  reluctantly  abandoned  the  law  and  re- 
moved to  Grraml  Rapids,  Mich.,  to  engage  in  the 
lumber  business. 

When  Michigan  was  called  upon  to  furnish  troops 
for  the  war,  Mr.  Alger  enlisted  in  the  Second  Mich. 
Cav.  and  was  mustered  into  the  service  of  the 
United  States  as  Captain  of  Co.  C.  His  record  as 
a  cavalry  officer  was  brilliant  and  honorable  to 
himself  and  his  compan3^  He  participated  in  some 
of  the  fiercest  contests  of  the  rebellion  and  was 
twice  wounded.  His  first  injury  was  received  in 
the  battle  of  Boone ville,  Miss.,  July  2,  1862. 
His  conduct  in  this  engagement  was  so  distin- 
guished that  he  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of 
Major.  On  the  same  occasion  his  Colonel,  the 
gallant  Phil.  Sheridan,  was  advanced  to  the  rank 
of  Brigadier  General.  A  few  months  later,  on  the 
16th  of  October,  Major  Alger  became  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  of  the  Sixth  Mich.  Cav.,  and  was  ordered 
with  his  regiment  to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac. 
After  marked  service  in  the  early  campaign  of  1863, 
he  was  again  advanced,  and  on  June  2  received  his 
commission  as  Colonel  of  the  Fifth  Mich.  Cav.  His 
regiment  at  this  time  was  in  Custer's  famous  Michi- 
gan cavalry  brigade.  On  the  6th  of  July  occurred 
the  battle  of  Boonesboro,  Md.  In  this  conflict  he 
was  again  wounded.  His  health  received  a  more 
than  temporary  impairment,  and  in  October,  1864, 
he  was  obliged  to  retire  from  the  service.  His 
career  as  a  soldier  included  many  of  the  most  cele- 
brated contests  of  the  war.  He  was  an  active  charac- 
ter in  all  the  battles  fought  by  the  Army  of  the 
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l^otomac,  from  the  time  of  the  invasion  of  Mary- 
land by  Gen.  Lee  in  1863,  up  to  the  date  of  his 
retirement,  with  the  exception  of  those  engagements 
which  occurred  while  he  was  absent  from  duty  on 
account  of  wounds.  In  all  he  took  part  in  66  bat- 
tles and  skirmishes.  At  the  close  he  was  breveted 
Brigadier  General  and  Major  General  for  ''gallant 
and  meritorious  services  in  the  field." 

Aside  from  regular  dut}^,  Gen.  Alger  was  on 
private  service  during  the  winter  of  1863-4,  receiv- 
ing orders  personally  from  President  Lincoln  and 
visiting  nearly  all  the  armies  in  the  field. 

Gen.  Alger  came  to  Detroit  in  1865,  and  since 
that  time  has  been  extensively  engaged  in  the  pine 
timber  business  and  in  dealing  in  pine  lands.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  well-known  firm  of  Moore  & 
Alger  until  its  dissolution,  when  he  became  head  of 
the  firm  of  R.  A.  Alger  &  Co.,  the  most  extensive 
pine  timber  operators  in  the  West.  Gen.  Alger  is 
now  president  of  the  corporation  of  Alger,  Smith  & 
Co.,  which  succeeded  R.  A.  Alger  &  Co.  He  is  also 
president  of  the  Manlstique  Lumbering  Company 
and  president  of  the  Detroit,  Bay  City  <fe  Alpena 
Railroad  Company,  besides  being  a  stockholder  and 
director  of  the  Detroit  National  Bank,  the  Peninsu- 
lar Car  Company  and  several  other  large  corpor- 
ations. 

While  always  an  active  and  influential  Republi- 
can, Gen.  Alger  has  never  sought  nor  held  a  sal- 
aried office.  He  was.  a  delegate  from  the  First  Dis- 
trict to  the  last  Republican  National  Convention, 
but  aside  from  this  his  connection  with  politics  has 
not  extended  beyond  the  duties  of  every  good  cit- 
izen to  his  party  and  his  country. 

Gen.  Alger  is  now  forty-nine  years  of  age,  an 
active,  handsome  gentleman  six  feet  tall,  living 
the  life  of  a  busy  man  of  affairs.  His  military 
bearing  at  once  indicates  his  army  life,  and  although 
slenderly  built,  his  square  shoulders  and  erect 
carriage  give  the  casual  observer  the  impression 
that  his  weight  is  fully  180  pounds.  He  is  a  firm, 
yet  a  most  decidedly  pleasant-appearing  man,  with 
a  fine  forehead,  rather  a  prominent  nose,  an  iron- 
gray  moustache  and  chin  whiskers  and  a  full  head 
of  black  hair  sprinkled  with  gray.  He  is  usually 
attired  in  the  prevailing  style  of  business  suits.  His 
favorite  dress  has  been  a  high  buttoned  cutaway 


frock  coat,  with  the  [)redominating  cut  of  vest  and 
trousers,  made  of  firm  gray  suiting.  A  high  collar, 
small  cravat,  easy  shoes  and  white  plug  hat  com- 
plete his  personal  apparel.  He  is  very  particular 
as  to  his  appearance,  and  always  wears  neat  clothes 
of  the  best  goods,  but  shuns  any  display  of  jewelry 
or  extravagant  embellishment.  He  is  one  of  the 
most  approachable  men  imaginable.  No  matter 
how  busy  he  may  be,  he  always  leaves  his  desk  to 
extend  a  cordial  welcome  to  every  visitor,  be  he  of 
high  or  low  situation.  His  affable  manners  delight 
his  guests,  while  his  pleasing  face  and  bright,  dark 
eyes  always  animate  his  hearers. 

Gen.  Alger  is  a  hard  worker.  He  is  always  at  his 
office  promptly  in  the  morning  and  stays  as  long  as 
anything  remains  that  demands  his  attention.  In 
business  matters  he  is  always  decided,  and  is  never 
shaken  or  disturbed  by  any  reverses.  He  has  the 
confidence  of  his  associates  to  a  high  degree,  and  all 
his  business  relations  are  tempered  with  those  little 
kindnesses  that  relieve  the  tedium  of  routine  office 
life.  Although  deeply  engrossed  in  various  busi- 
ness pursuits,  Gen.  Alger  has  yet  found  time  for 
general  culture.  He  owns  a  large  library  and  his 
stock  of  general  information  is  as  complete  as  it  is 
reliable.  His  collection  of  paintings  has  been  se- 
lected with  rare  good  taste,  and  contains  some  of 
the  finest  productions  of  modern  artists.  His  team 
of  bays  are  perhaps  the  handsomest  that  grace  the 
roads  of  Detroit,  and  usually  lead  the  other  outfits 
when  their  owner  holds  the  reins. 

Gen.  Alger  has  an  interesting  family.  His  wife 
was  Annette  H.  Henry,  the  daughter  of  W.  G. 
Henry,  of  Grand  Rapids,  to  whom  he  was  married 
April  2,  1861.  She  is  a  slender  woman  of  fair  com- 
plexion, bright  and  attractive,  and  a  charming  host- 
ess. She  is  gifted  with  many  accomplishments  and 
appears  quite  young.  There  are  six  children.  Fay, 
a  lively  brunette,  and  Caroline  A.,  who  is  rather  tall 
and  resembles  her  mother,  have  completed  a  course 
at  an  Eastern  seminary,  and  during  the  past  year 
traveled  in  Europe.  The  remaining  members  of 
the  family  are  Frances,  aged  13;  Russell  A.,  Jr., 
aged  11 ;  Fred,  aged  9,  and  Allan,  aged  3.  All  are 
bright  and  promising  children.  Gen.  Alger  makes 
his  home  at  his  handsome  and  large  new  residence  on 
Fort  street,  at  the  corner  of  First  street,  Detroit. 
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YRUS  GRAY  LUCE,  the 
present  Governor  of  Michi- 
gan, combines  in  his  charac- 
ter the  substantial  traits  of 
the  New  England  ancestry 
of  his  father,  and  the  chival- 
rous and  hospitable  elements 
to  the  Southerners,  which 
came  to  him  from  his  mother'^  side  of 
the  house.  The  New  Englanders,  act- 
ive in  the  cause  of  American  liberty, 
after  this  desired  result  was  accom- 
plished, turned  their  attention  to  the 
growth  and  development  of  the 
country  which  their  noble  daring  had 
constitutea  independent  of  foreign  rule.  The  pri- 
vations they  endured  and  the  struggles  from  which 
they  had  achieved  victory  built  up  in  them  those 
qualities  which  in  the  very  nature  of  events  could 
not  be  otherwise  than  transmitted  to  their  posterity, 
and  this  posterity  comprises  a  large  number  of  the 
men  who  to-day,  like  the  subject  of  this  history, 
are  making  a  record  of  which  their  descendants  will 
be  equally  proud. 

Gov.  Luce  was  born  in  Windsor,  Ashtabula  Co., 
Ohio,  July  2,  1824.  His  father  was  a  native  of 
Tolland,  Conn.,  served  as  a  soldier  in  the  War  of 
1812,  and  soon  after  its  close  emigrated  from  New 
England  and  settled  on  the  Western  Reserve  in 
Northern  Ohio.  His  mother,  who  in  her  girlhood 
was  Miss  Mary  Gray,  was  born  in  Winchester,  Va. 
Her  father,  tinctured  with  Abolitionism,  found  his 
home  in  the  Old  Dominion  becoming  uncomforta- 
ble as  an  abiding- place  at  that  time,  and  accord- 
ingly, with  his  wife  and  family  of  young  children. 


he  also  migrated,  in  1815,  to  the  wilds  of  Northern 
Ohio.  There  the  parents  of  our  subject,  in  1819, 
were  united  in  marriage,  and  continued  residents  of 
Ashtabula  County  until  1836.  There  also  were 
born  to  them  six  sons,  Cyrus  G.  of  this  sketch  being 
the  second. 

The  incidents  in  the  early  life  of  Gov.  Luce  were 
not  materially  different  from  those  of  other  boys 
living  on  the  farms  in  that  new  country.  He  was 
taught  to  work  at  anything  necessary  for  him  to  do 
and  to  make  himself  useful  around  the  pioneer 
homestead.  When  twelve  years  of  age  his  parents 
removed  further  West,  this  time  locating  in  Steu- 
ben County,  Ind.  This  section  of  country  was  still 
newer  and  more  thinly  settled,  and  without  recount- 
ing the  particular  hardships  and  privations  which  the 
family  experienced,  it  is  sufficient  to  say  that  but  few 
enjoyed  or  suffered  a  greater  variety.  Markets  were 
distant  and  difficult  of  access,  the  comforts  of  life 
scarce,  and  sickness  universal.  Young  Luce,  in  com- 
mon with  other  boys,  attended  school  winters  in  the 
stereotyped  log  school-house,  and  in  summer  as- 
sisted in  clearing  away  the  forests,  fencing  the 
lields  and  raising  crops  after  the  land  was  improved. 
He  attended  three  terms  an  academy  located  at  On- 
tario, Ind.,  and  his  habit  of  reading  and  observation 
added  essentially  to  his  limited  school  privileges. 

When  seventeen  years  of  age  the  father  of  our 
subject  erected  a  cloth-dressing  and  wool-carding 
establishment,  where  Cyrus  G.  acquired  a  full 
knowledge  of  this  business  and  subsequently  had 
charge  of  the  factory  for  a  period  of  seven  years. 
In  the  meantime  he  had  become  interested  in  local 
politics,  in  which  he  displayed  rare  judgment  and 
sound  common  sense,  and  on  account  of  which,  in 
1848,  he  was  nbminated  by  the  Whigs  in  a  district 
composed  of  the  counties  of  DeKalb  and  Steuben 
for  Representative  in  the  State  Legislature.  He 
made  a  vigorous  canvass  but  was  defeated  by  eleven 
majority.  This  incident  was  but  a  transient  bub- 
ble on  the  stream  of  his  life,  and  that  same  year 
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Mr.  Luce  purchased  eighty  acres  of  wild  land  near 
Gilead,  Branch  Co.,  Mich.,  the  improvement  of 
which  he  at  once  entered  upon,  clearing  away  the 
trees  and  otherwise  making  arrangements  for  the 
establishment  of  a  homestead.  In  August,  1849,  he 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Julia  A.  Dickinson, 
of  Gilead,  and  the  young  people  immediately  com- 
menced housekeeping  in  a  modest  dwelling  on  the 
new  farm.  Here  they  resided  until  the  death  of  tlie 
wife,  which  took  place  in  August,  1882.  Mrs. 
Luce  was  the  daughter  of  Obed  and  Experience 
Dickinson,  well-to-do  and  highly  respected  residents 
of  Gilead.  Of  her  union  with  our  subject  there 
were  born  five  children,  one  now  deceased. 

In  November,  1883,  Gov.  Luce  contracted  a  sec- 
ond marriage,  with  Mrs.  Mary  Thompson,  of  Bron- 
son,  this  State.  He  continued  on  the  same  farm, 
which,  however,  by  subsequent  purchase  had  been 
considerably  extended,  until  after  his  election  to  the 
office  of  which  he  is  now  the  incumbent.  In  the 
meantime  he  has  had  a  wide  and  varied  experience 
in  public  life.  In  1 852  he  was  elected  to  represent  his 
township  in  the  County  Board  of  Supervisors,  and 
two  years  later,  in  1 854,  was  elected  Representative  to 
the  first  Republican  Legislature  convened  in  the  State 
of  Michigan.  He  served  his  township  altogether 
eleven  years  as  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors. 
In  1858  he  was  elected  County  Treasurer  of  Branch 
County  and  re-elected  in  1860.  In  1864  he  was 
given  a  seat  in  the  State  Senate  and  re-elected  in 
1 866.  In  the  spring  of  1 867  he  was  made  a  member  of 
the  Constitutional  Convention  to  revise  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  State  of  Michigan,  and  in  all  of  the 
positions  to  which  he  has  been  called  has  evidenced 
a  realization  of  the  sober  responsibilities  committed 
to  his  care.  To  the  duties  of  each  he  gave  the  most 
conscientious  care,  and  has  great  reason  to  feel  pride 
and  satisfaction  in  the  fact  that  during  his  service 
in  both  Houses  of  the  Legislatwre  his  name  appears 
upon  every  roll-call,  he  never  having  been  absent 
from  his  post  a  day. 

In  July,  1879,  Mr.  Luce  was  appointed  State  Oil 
Inspector  by  Gov.  Croswell,  and  re-appointed  by 
Gov.  Jerome  in  1881,  serving  in  this  capacity  three 
and  one-half  years.  In  the  management  of  the 
duties  of  this  office  he  is  entitled  to  great  credit. 
The  office  was  not  sought  by  him,  but  the  Governor 


urged  him  to  accept  it,  claiming  that  the  office  was 
the  most  difficult  he  had  to  fill,  and  was  one  which 
required  first-class  executive  ability.  He  organized 
the  State  into  districts,  appointed  an  adequate  force 
of  deputies  and  no  more,  secured  a  reduction  of  the 
fees  by  nearly  one-half,  and  in  every  way  managed 
the  affairs  of  the  office  so  efficiently  and  satisfac- 
torily that  above  all  expenses  he  was  enabled  to 
pay  into  the  State  Treasury  during  his  management 
$32,000.49. 

In  August  of  the  year  1886  Mr.  Luce  was  nom- 
inated by  the  Republicans  in  convention  assembled 
at  Grand  Rapids,  for  the  office  of  Governor  of 
Michigan  by  acclamation,  and  on  the  2d  of  Novem- 
ber following  was  elected  by  a  majority  of  7,432 
over  his  chief  competitor,  George  L.  Yaple.  In 
1874  he  became  an  active  member  of  the  farm- 
ers' organization  known  as  the  Grange.  Believing 
as  he  does  that  agriculture  furnishes  the  basis  of 
National  prosperity,  he  was  anxious  to  contribute  to 
the  education  and  elevation  of  the  farming  com- 
munity, and  thus  availed  himself  of  the  opportuni- 
ties offered  by  this  organization  to  aid  in  accom- 
plishing this  result.  For  a  period  of  seven  years  he 
was  Master  of  the  State  Grange  but  resigned  the 
position  last  November.  Fidelity  to  convictions, 
close  application  to  business,  whether  agricultural  or 
affairs  of  State,  coupled  with  untiring  industry,  are 
his  chief  characteristics.  As  a  farmer,  legislator, 
executive  officer,  and  rtianager  of  county  as  well  as 
State  affairs,  as  a  private  as  well  as  a  public  citizen, 
his  career  has  all  along  been  marked  with  success. 
No  one  can  point  to  a  spot  reflecting  discredit  in 
his  public  career  or  private  life.  He  is  a  man  of 
the  people,  and  self-made  in  the  strictest  »ense.  His 
whole  life  has  been  among  the  people,  in  full  sym- 
pathy with  them,  and  in  their  special  confidence  and 
esteem. 

Personally,  Gov.  Cyrus  G.  Luce  is  high-minded, 
intellectual  and  affable,  the  object  of  many 
and  warm  friendships,  and  a  man  in  all  respects 
above  reproach.  To  the  duties  of  his  high  position 
he  has  brought  a  fitting  dignity,  and  in  all  the  re- 
lations of  life  that  conscientious  regard  to  duty  of 
which  we  often  read  but  which  is  too  seldom  seen, 
especially  among  those  having  within  their  hands 
the  interests  of  State  and  Nation. 
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I  HE  time  has  arrived  when  it 
becomes  the  duty  of  the 
people  of  this  county  to  per- 
petuate the  names  of  their 
pioneers,  to  furnish  a  record 
of  their  early  settlement, 
and  relate  the  story  of  their 
progress.  The  civilization  of  our 
day,  the  enlightenment  of  the  age 
and  the  duty  that  men  of  the  pres- 
ent time  owe  to  their  ancestors,  to 
themselves  and  to  their  posterity, 
demand  that  a  record  of  their  lives 
and  deeds  should  be  made.  In  bio- 
graphical history  is  found  a  power 
to  instruct  man  by  precedent,  to 
enliven  the  mental  faculties,  and 
to  waft  down  the  river  of  time  a 
safe  vessel  in  which  the  names  and  actions  of  the 
people  who  contributed  to  raise  this  country  from  its 
primitive  state  may  be  preserved.  Surely  and  rapidly 
the  great  and  aged  men,  who  in  their  prime  entered 
the  wilderness  and  claimed  the  virgin  soil  as  their 
heritage,  are  passing  to  their  graves.  The  number  re- 
maining who  can  relate  the  incidents  of  the  first  days 
of  settlement  is  becoming  small  indeed,  so  that  an 
actual  necessity  exists  for  the  collection  and  preser- 
vation of  events  without  delay,  before  all  the  early 
settlers  are  cut  down  by  the  scythe  of  Time. 

To  be  forgotten  has  been  the  great  dread  of  mankind 
from  remotest  ages.  All  wall  be  forgotten  soon  enough, 
in  spite  of  their  best  works  and  the  most  earnest 
efforts  of  their  friends  to  perserve  the  memory  of 
their  lives.  The  means  employed  to  prevent  oblivion 
and  to  perpetuate  their  memory  has  been  in  propor- 
tion to  the  amount  of  intelligence  they  possessed. 
The  pyramids  of  Egypt  were  Ijuilt  to  perpetuate  the 
names  and  deeds  of  their  great  rulers.  The  exhu- 
mations made  by  the  archeologists  of  Egypt  from 
buried  Memphis  indicate  a  desire  of  those   people 


to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  their  achievements. 
The  erection  of  the  great  obelisks  were  for  the  same 
purpose.  Coming  down  to  a  later  period,  we  find  the 
Greeks  and  Romans  erecting  mausoleums  and  monu- 
ments, and  carving  out  statues  to  chronicle  their 
great  acliievements  and  carry  them  down  the  ages. 
It  is  also  evident  that  the  Mound-builders,  in  piling 
up  their  great  mounds  of  earth,  had  but  this  idea — 
to  leave  something  to  show  that  they  had  lived.  All 
these  works,  though  many  of  them  costly  in  the  ex- 
treme, give  but  a  faint  idea  of  the  lives  and  charac- 
ters of  those  w^hose  memory  they  were  intended  to 
perpetuate,  and  scarcely  anything  of  the  masses  of 
the  people  that  then  lived.  The  great  pyramids  and 
some  of  the  obelisks  remain  objects  only  of  curiosity ; 
the  mausoleums,  monuments  and  statues  are  crum- 
bling into  dust. 

It  was  left  to  modern  ages  to  establish  an  intelli- 
gent, undecaying,  immutable  method  of  perpetuating 
a  full  history — immutable  in  that  it  is  almost  un- 
limited in  extent  and  perpetual  in  its  action ;  and 
this  is  through  the  art  of  printing. 

To  the  present  generation,  however,  we  are  in- 
debted for  the  introduction  of  the  admirable  system 
of  local  biography.  By  this  system  every  man,  though 
he  has  not  achieved  what  the  world  calls  greatness, 
has  the  means  to  perpetuate  his  life,  his  liistory, 
through  the  coming  ages. 

The  scythe  of  Time  cuts  down  all ;  nothing  of  the 
physical  man  is  left.  The  monument  which  his  chil- 
dren or  friends  may  erect  to  his  memory  in  the  ceme- 
tery will  crumble  into  dust  and  pass  away;  but  his 
life,  his  achievements,  the  work  he  has  accomplished, 
which  otherwise  would  be  forgotten,  is  perpetuated 
by  a  record  of  this  kind. 

To  preserve  the  lineaments  of  our  companions  w^e 
engrave  their  portraits,  for  the  same  reason  we  col- 
lect the  attainable  facts  of  their  history.  Nor  do  we 
think  it  necessary,  as  we  speak  only  truth  of  them,  to 
wait  until  they  are  dead,  or  until  those  who  know 
them  are  gone:  to  do  this  we  are  ashamed  only  to 
publish  to  the  world  the  history  of  those  whose  lives 
are  unworthy  of  public  record. 
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R.  IRA  F.  PACKARD,  a  retired  physician 
and  surgeon  of  Stnrgis,  and  a  man  who  is 
well  known  throughout  Southern  Michi- 
gan, both  as  a  practitioner  and  a  citizen,  is 
the  subject  of  a  most  interesting  history,  which  is 
substantially  as  follows:  Born  on  the  7th  of  June, 
1808,  our  subject  is  a  native  of  Royalton,  Windsor 
Co.,  Vt,  and  the  youngest  son  of  Benjamin  Pack- 
ard, who  was  the  youngest  son  of  Elijah  Packard, 
the  latter  of  whom  settled  at  an  early  day  in  the 
town  of  Bridgewater,  Mass. 

Benjamin  Packard,  the  fatlier  of  Ira,  moved  to 
tlie  town  of  Royalton,  in  the  State  of  A^ermont,  soon 
after  the  close  of  the  Revolutionary  AVar.  Noth- 
ing of  especial  note  occurred  during  the  boyhood  of 
our  subject,  his  time  being  spent  mostly  in  obtain- 
ing such  education  as  the  schools  of  that  day  af- 
forded, while  he  employed  his  time  during  vacation 
working  on  the  farm.  When  he  was  fifteen  years 
old  he  was  deprived  of  a  father's  care  by  death, 
and  was  thrown  upon  his  own  resources  in  complet- 
ing his  education  and  obtaining  a  living.  In  the 
spring  of  1824  young  Packard  repaired  to  Boston, 
Mass.,  and  took  a  position  in  the  wholesale  and  re- 
tail store  of  Kittridge  &  Wyman,  dealers  in  gro- 
ceries and  West  India  goods.  He  continued  through 
the  summer  and  fall  with  this  firm,  then  returned 
home  to  attend  the  winter  term  of  school  in  his  na- 
tive town. 

In  the  spring  of  the  year  1825,  our  subject  en- 
tered the  service  of  the  whale  ship  ''Alexander," 
and  npon  the  long  voyage  which  followed  gathered 
much  information  in  regard  to  a  seafaring  life  and 


the  world  in  general.  The  ship  returned  to  New  Bed- 
ford in  the  month  of  July  following,  with  a  cargo  of 
oil  and  bone,  and  Mr.  Packard  subsequently  made 
upon  her  several  other  short  voyages.  The  fall  of 
1828  found  him  in  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  where  he  was 
engaged  for  a  brief  time  in  the  Pottsville  mines  as 
the  employe  of  Aaron  Burr,  and  which  were  in 
charge  of  his  nephew  George.  In  February,  1829,  he 
migrated  to  Allegany  County,  N.  Y.,  settling  in  the 
town  of  Pike,  w^hich  was  the  home  of  a  brother,  and 
where  he  sojourned  a  brief  time;  then  going  to 
Yorkshire  in  Cattaraugus  County,  he  established 
himself  in  the  mercantile  business.  On  the  27th  of 
April,  1829,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Emily  M., 
daughter  of  Col.  Araunah  Hibbard. 

This  business  venture  of  Mr.  Packard  not  prov- 
ing a  bonanza,  he  closed  out,  and  going  into  Erie 
County,  Pa.,  engaged  in  the  grocery  and  provision 
trade  upon  the  present  site  of  the  custom  house  there. 
Here  he  was  again  doomed  to  disappointment,  the 
cholera  breaking  out  and  all  business  being  sus- 
pended for  the  time.  Not  being  possessed  of  cap- 
ital by  which  he  could  lay  idle,  he  was  compelled  to 
close  out  his  business.  He  then  returned  to  Y^ork- 
shire,  and  engaged  as  clerk  with  Messrs.  A.  &  W. 
Hibbard. 

In  the  spring  of  1836  our  subject  commenced 
the  study  of  medicine  and  surgery  under  the  in- 
struction of  Dr.  Bela  H.  Colegrove,  of  Sardinia, 
Erie  Co.,  N.  Y.,  with  whom  he  continued  a  period 
of  three  years.  In  the  meantime  he  attended  medi- 
cal lectures  in  the  Western  College  of  Physicians 
and    Surgeons  at  Fairfield.      Upon  completing  his 
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studies  be  removed  with  his  family  to  the  town  of 
Sherman,  now  Sturgis,  this  county,  of  which  he  has 
since  been  a  resident. 

Having  secured  a  lucrative  practice,  Dr.  Packard 
followed  his  profession  continuously  until  the  spring 
of  1850,  when  his  close  application  to  his  duties 
began  to  have  a  perceptible  effect  upon  his  health. 
He  now  decided  upon  a  trip  to  California,  and  ac- 
cordingly spent  the  summer  following  in  the  gold 
fields  of  the  New  Eklorado.  He  was  successful  in 
the  mines,  obtaining  a  reasonable  recompense  for 
his  time  and  trouble.  He  returned  to  Sturgis  in 
the  spring  of  1851,  and  practically  retired  from 
practice,  although  occasionally  treating  the  old 
friends  who  were  unwilling  to  give  their  cases  into 
new  and  strange  hands. 

Since  withdrawing  from  his  profession  Dr.  Pack- 
ard has  been  identified  with  various  business  enter- 
prises in  the  city,  serving  as  a  Director  of  the  Na- 
tional Bank.  He  has  distinguished  himself  as  a 
public-spirited  citizen,  one  having  a  warm  interest 
in  the  growth  and  progress  of  his  adopted  State.  In 
religious  sentiment  he  possesses  a  broad,  liberal  and 
Catholic  spirit,  and  while  being  a  man  of  decided 
view^s,  with  his  own  peculiar  beliefs  and  convictions, 
he  willingly  accords  that  same  privilege  to  others 
without  comment  or  reflection.  He  was  originally 
a  Whig  in.  politics,  and  upon  the  organization  of 
the  Republican  party  cordially  embraced  its  prin- 
ciples, and  has  been  a  supporter  of  its  general  policy 
up  to  the  present  time. 

Dr.  Packard  and  his  wife  became  the  parents  of  a 
famih'  of  five  children,  three*sons  and  tvvo  daugh- 
ters, the  record  of  whom  is  as  follows:  Nelson  I. 
was  born  April  8,  1830,  and  married  Miss  Lizzie 
A.Toby,  Oct.  15,  1856;  they  have  no  children. 
This  son  is  President  of  the  National  Bank  of  Stur- 
gis, a  man  of  fine  talents,  and  a  highl}^  respected 
citizen.  Homer  H.  Packard  was  born  Aug.  10,  1832, 
and  married  Miss  Sarah  C.  Stillman,  Dec.  0,  1858; 
he  is  a  druggist  by  profession,  and  a  resident  of 
Cheboygan,  this  State;  he  has  no  children.  Emily 
M.  was  born  Nov.  6,  1834,  and  was  married  to 
Henry  S.  Church,  Oct.  25,  1860;  Mr.  C.  is  a  grocer 
in  good  circumstances,  and  a  resident  of  Sturgis; 
they  have  no  children.  Frank  S.  was  born  Feb. 
10,  1838,  and  was  married,  Sept.  25,  1860,  to  Miss 


Jane  E.  Clark;  they  have  three  children,  Frank  I., 
Gertrude  A.  and  James  J.,  and  are  residents  of  Stur- 
gis; his  son  Frank,  Jr.,  was  born  Aug.  17,  1861, 
became  a  youth  of  great  promise,  choosing  the  pro- 
fession of  medicine,  and  was  graduated  from  Ann 
Arbor  (Mich.)  Medical  College;  he  died  at  Che- 
boygan, Feb.  8, 1888.  Gertrude  A.  married  Nelson 
Upharn,  and  lives  in  Cheboygan,  being  the  mother 
of  one  son,  Frank  Sherman  ;  James  I.  was  born  Oct. 
8,  1868,  married  Miss  Bertha  Miner,  and  is  the 
father  of  two  children,  a  son  Frank  and  a  daughter. 
Lucina  M.  Packard  was  born  Jan.  26.  1843,  and 
married  Thomas  J.  Acheson,  Oct.  1,  1863;  they 
have  three  sons:  Frederick  I.,  born  April  29,  1866  ; 
Nelson  H.,  May  17,  1874;  and  Thomas  J.,  Aug.  7, 
1885.     All  live  in  Emporia,  Lyons  Co.,  Kan. 

The  ancestral  history  of  this  branch  of  the  Pack- 
ard family  is  as  follows:  Probably  the  first  repre- 
sentative in  this  country  was  one  Samuel  Packard, 
who,  with  his  wife  and  eight  children,  came  from 
Windham,  near  Hingham,  in  England,  in  the  ship 
'^Diligence,"  of  Ipswich,  with  133  passengers,  John 
Martin,  Master,  and  settled  in  Hingham,  in  the  year 
1638.  Thence  he  went  to  Bridgewater,  Mass.,  where 
he  died  in  1684.  He  was  the  father  of  twelve  chil- 
dren, namely  :  Elizabeth,  Samuel,  Zaccheus, Thomas, 
John,  Nathaniel  (our  subject),  Mary,  Hannah,  Lsracl, 
Joel,  Deborah  and  Deliverance. 

Nathaniel,  one  of  the  sons  of  Samuel  Packard, 
and  the  great-great-grand  father  of  our  subject,  mar- 
ried a  daughter  of  John  Kingman,  and  became  the 
father  of  thirteen  children,  namely  :  Samuel ;  Zacha- 
riah,  the  great-grandfather  of  our  subject;  George, 
Fearnot,  Margaret,  Sarah,  Lydia,  Faithful,  Hannah, 
Deliverance,  Elizabeth,  Mary  and  Deborah.  Zacha- 
riah  married  Abigail,  the  daughter  of  Richard  Dav- 
enport, in  1724,  and  became  the  father  of  four 
children — Elijah,  Abigail,  Nathaniel  and  Nathan. 
Rev.  Elijah,  the  son  of  Zachariah,  was  graduated 
from  Howard  University  in  1750,  and  settled  in 
the  ministry  at  Pl3anouth,  in  1764.  He  after- 
ward went  to  Marlboro,  and  was  married  to  Mar}^ 
liider;  they  became  the  parents  of  four  children — 
Abigail,  Benjamin,  Elijah  and  Mary.  Benjamin 
married  Mehitable  Fobes,  daughter  of  Eliab  Fobes, 
in  1782,  and  moved  to  Vermont  in  1784.  Their  son 
Lyman  was  born  in  January  of  that  year,  and  died 
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r  in  December,  1819;  Benjamin,  who  was  born  eluly 
-'  !.■),  1787,  died  April  13,  18G9:  Charles  w-as  born 
June  28,  1790,  and  died  Nov.  13,  1808;  Lucy  was 
born  May  21,  1800,  and  died  March  17,  1803; 
Silas  was  born  in  1795,  and  died  Sept.  8,  1830;  Lu- 
cinda  was  born  May  8,  1805,  and  died  Oct.  27,  1831. 
Their  youngest  son  w^as  Ira,  the  subject  of  this 
j^ketch. 

Benjamin  Packard,  the  father  of  our  subject,  who 
was  born  in  Bridoewater,  June  7,  1760,  served  as  a 
Lieutenant  in  the  Revolutionary  War,  and  was  on 
duty  at  the  battles  of  Lexington  and  Bunker  Hill, 
and  witnessed  the  surrender  of  Gen.  Burgoyne. 
He  was  wounded  by  a  ball  across  the  breast,  and 
by  buckshot  in  the  arm.  He  saw  the  smoke  rise 
from  behind  a  bush,  and  shot  through  the  bush,  and 
said  there  was  no  more  smoke  came  up  from  behind 
the  bush.  Elijah  Packard,  the  paternal  grandfather 
of  our  subject,  was  murdered  by  a  robber  and  high- 
wayman, one  Bolton,  who  was  afterward  hung  for 
robbery  in  Canada,  confessing  his  guilt  on  the  scaf- 
fold. Dr.  Ira  S.,  our  subject,  has  a  deed  done  in 
the  handwriting  of  his  grandfather,  Aug.  29,  1765. 
He  also  has  the  old  family  Bible  in  two  large  vol- 
umes, which  was  printed  in  London,  England,  in 
1683,  and  was  bought  by  Grandfather  Elijah  Pack- 
ard. It  has  written  on  the  fly-leaf — '^Elijah  Pack- 
ard, his  book,  price  £21 .  Bought  of  William  Joseph 
Snell,  of  l^ridge water,  in  the  year  1752."  That 
sum  in  American  money  would  be  1101.64. 

Mrs.  Emily  M.  (Hibbard)  Packard,  the  wife  of 
our  subject,  was  born  in  Clarence,  Niagara  Co.,  N. 
v.,  April  23,  1811,  and  was  the  first  female  white 
;-  child  a  native  of  that  county.  Her  father  was  Col. 
Araunah  Hibbard,  a  soldier  of  the  War  of  1812, 
who  was  severely  wounded  at  (^ueenstown  Heights. 
He  was  one  of  two  brothers  who  came  from  En- 
gland at  an  early  day. 

If;       ^^  OLOMON   L.  DENTLEK  is  classed  among 
1        ^^^    ^^•^  most  practical,  wide-awake  and  success- 
lll/Jj)   ful    farmers    of    St.   Joseph   County.     His 
farm  on  section  20,  Constantine  Township, 
is  amply  provided  with    substantial   buildings  for 
;f      every  necessary  purpose.      Its  carefully  tilled  acres 
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yield  abundant  harvests,  and  it  is  altogether  con- 
sidered one  of  the  most  desirable  farms  in  this  sec- 
tion of  the  county. 

Our  'subject  Avas  born  July  2,  1824,  in  Turbot- 
ville.  Northumberland  Co.,  Pa.,  and  is  a  son  of 
Solomon  L.  and  Esther  (King)  Dentler,  both  of 
whom  were  natives  of  that  county,  where  also  both 
died.  They  had  a  family  of  twelve  children,  seven 
of  whom  lived  to  matui'ity.  The  children  were 
named:  John,  now  a  resident  of  Wliite  Pock,  Ogle 
Co.,  111.;  Barbara,  w^ife  of  Phineas  Hangenbuch.  of 
Alexandria  County,  \'a.;  Jacol),  living  in  Northum- 
berland Count}',  Pa.;  then  came  Solomon  L.;  Sam- 
uel, a  resident  of  Lnion  County,  low^a;  Eliza  died 
at  the  age  of  ten  years;  (ieorge,  Esther  and  I^ucy 
died  in  childhood,  and  twn)  infants  died  unnamed. 
Peter,  who  was  a  resident  of  Lycoming  County. 
Pa.,  died  in  July,  1888. 

Our  subject  Avas  reared  on  his  father's  farm  until 
he  was  eighteen  years  old,  and  he  w^as  then  appren- 
ticed to  learn  the  miller's  trade.  He  followed  that 
occupation  many  years  in  Pennsylvania,  and  until 
he  came  to  St.  Joseph  County  in  the  spring  of 
1865.  He  then  turned  his  attention  to  farming, 
the  pursuit  to  w4iich  he  had  been  reared.  He  pur- 
chased 120  acres  of  good  land  in  Constantine  Town- 
ship, and  has  ever  since  been  a  resident  of  this 
place.  His  arduous  labors  in  imi)roving  his  land 
have  ])een  amply  rewarded  in  the  good  income  that 
he  derives  from  its  cultivation.  He  has  erected  a 
good  set  of  farm  buildings,  complete  in  all  their 
a})[)ointments,  and  has  been  so  fortunate^  in  his 
ventures  that  he  has  purchased  more  land,  and  his 
farm  now  comj)rises  175  acres  of  land,  as  well  tilled 
and  fertile  as  any  in  the  neigiiborhood. 

November  16.  1852,  the  marriage  of  our  subject 
to  Miss  Elizabeth  A.  Narbei-  Avas  solemnized  in 
Danville,  Montour  Co.,  Pa.  ]Mrs.  Dentler  Avas  born 
No^^  14,  1834,  in  Lycoming  County,  Pa,,  her  par- 
ents having  been  Jacob  and  Susanna  (Good)  Nai'- 
ber.  Avho  died  in  that  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Dentler  lun^e  had  five  children,  namely:  Alice  B., 
Avho  is  the  Avife  of  He  v.  S.  George,  of  Allen,  Branch 
Co.,  Mich.;  H.  H.  Beecher  and  Colfax  B.,  living  at 
home,  and  Grant  A.,  a  student  at  Wittenberg  Col- 
lege. Springfield,  Ohio.  They  have  lost  one  child, 
Narber  L..  who  died  when  three  years  old.     AVhen 
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Mr.  Dentler  made  his  first  purchase,  forty  of  his 
120  acres  was  in  timber,  and  this,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  a  fcAv  acres,  lie  cleared  himself,  not  being 
financially  in  a  condition  to  employ  help.  Almost 
all  of  the  fifty-five  acres  subsequently  purchased  he 
also  cleared,  but  in  this  latter  was  helped  b}^  his 
sons,  then  growing  up. 

IMr.  Dentler's  success  in  life  is  attributable  not 
only  to  his  ca[)acity  for  work,  to  his  sturdy  enter- 
prise and  persistent  will  power,  but  also  to  the  fact 
that  he  is  conscientious  and  upright  in  all  his  deal- 
ings, and  does  by  others  as  he  would  like  to  be 
done  ])y,  thus  securing  the  respect  and  confidence 
of  Ids  fellow-citizens.  He  has  ably  filled  some  of 
tlie  local  school  offices,  and  in  other  ways  i)er- 
formed  tlie  duties  of  a  good  citizen.  His  political 
views  are  substantially  those  of  the  Republican 
})arty,  of  which  he  is  an  earnest  supporter.  He  and 
his  wife  are  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  and 
actively  assist  in  its  good  work,  and  ever  since  the 
organization  of  the  church  in  this  township  he  has 
filled  some  of  its  official  positions,  as  Elder,  Trus- 
tee, etc. 


A.  MARVIN.  The  Saturday  Mail  of  Stur- 
gis  occupies  a  prominent  position  among  the 
new^S}^  journals  of  the  State,  and,  as  con- 
ducted by  its  present  editor  and  i)roprietor, 
exercises  no  unimportant  influence  upon  the  vari- 
ous questions  under  discussion  by  the  people  of  the 
count}^  Mr.  Marvin  came  to  Sturgis  in  1881,  and 
has  been  connected  with  the  Mail  since  1886,  hav- 
ing edited  the  Michigan  Democrat  for  four  years. 
He  is  a  very  popular  man,  an  old  soldier,  and  a  citi- 
zen who  has  made  his  mark  in  his  communitv. 

Mr.  Marvin,  a  native  of  liochester,  N.  Y.,  was 
born  in  1844,  where  he  received  as  good  an  edu- 
cation as  the  public  schools  of  that  city  afforded 
until  he  reached  the  age  of  seventeen  years,  at 
which  time  he  enlisted  as  a  I^nion  soldier  in  the 
105th  New  York  Infantry.  He  served  with  his 
regiment  in  the  second  battle  of  Bull  Run,  was  at 
South  Mountain,  Eredericksburg  and  Antietam,  and 
after  the  105th  was  consolidated  with  the  94th 
New^  York  he,  as  a  member  thereof,  was  engaged  in 
the  battles  of  Gettysburg.    At  the  expiration  of  his 


first  term  he  re-enlisted  for  three  years,  or  during 
the  w^ar,  and  took  part  in  a  number  of  prominent 
battles,  including  that  of  Eive  Eorks,  in  which  he 
received  a  wound  in  tlie  head,  which  came  near 
causing  him  to  be  mustered  out  for  all  time. 

The  record  of  IMr.  IVIarvinas  a  soldier  was  highly 
creditable  in  all  respects,  and  his  record  as  a  citizen 
has  been  no  less  so.  After  his  return  from  the 
army  he  took  ui)  his  abode  in  LeRoy,  N.  Y.  On  the 
12th  of  August,  1872,  he  was  married  in  tlie  city 
of  Hillsdale,  JMicli.,  to  Miss  Emma  A.,  daughter  of 
Horace  1*.  Hitchcock,  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Hills- 
dale County,  and  now  deceased.  Of  this  uniou 
there  were  born  two  children  who  died  in  infancy, 
and  EstellaMay,  in  1874,  and  Clifton  in  1886.  The 
family  residence  is  pleasantly  located  opposite  the 
School  Park,  and  is  the  resort  of  many  friends. 
Genial  and  liospitable,  Mr.  Marvin  is  a  universal 
favorite  both  in  business  and  social  circles.  He 
learned  the  printer's  trade  early  in  life,  and  is 
therefore  well  fitted  to  conduct  a  newspaper  office 
in  all  its  details.  The  Mail  was  established  as  a 
neutral  slieet  in  politics,  and  in  order  to  fulfill  tlu^ 
promise  to  its  subscribers,  still  remains  so. 

In  1888  Mr.  Marvin  was  nominated  for  Register 
of  Deeds  as  the  successor  of  the  able  and  efficient 
Mr.  Hill,  and  ran  seventy-seven  votes  ahead  of  his 
ticket  in  Sturgis,  lacking  only  106  of  being  elected. 


j|/_^  ENRY  SEA'ISOK  is  a  fine  representative  of 
the  farmers  and  stock-raisers  of  St.  Joseph 
County,  not  only  on  account  of  the  wealth 
lie  has  accumulated  in  his  honorable  call- 
ing, and  that  lie  owns  one  of  the  largest  and  most 
valuable  farms  in  Southern  Michigan,  very  plefis- 
antly  located  in  Elorence  Townshii),  but  that  for 
personal  integrity,  for  l)usiness  ability  and  upright- 
ness of  character,  he  stands  pre-eminent  among  his 
fellows-citizens.  He  is  a  native  of  Pennsylvania, 
born  Sept.  21,  1825,  in  Turbotville,  Northumber- 
land County,  to  Henry  and  Elizabeth  (Mowerer) 
Sevison,  natives  of  Germany,  the  father  born  March 
14,  1792,  and  mother  in  July,  1795.  His  parents 
had  seven  children,  of  whom  he  was  the  fifth  in 
order  of  birth,  five  sons  and  two  daughters.    Thev 
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(lied  while  yet  in  the  prime  of  life,  the  fatlier  being 

drowned  in  the  Snscjnc^hnnna  River,  at  AhuKT  dam, 

Northnmherhuid    Co..  Tn.,   when   onr   sul)jeet  was 

I      hnt   four  yeni's  old.      At    the  Mi»'e  of  six   he  went 

i      to   live   with    Mr.    Willinm    Laird,  with   whom    he 

I      live(l    nntil    he    wns    twenty-fonr    ye.Mi's    old.     lie 

I     came    with    his    kind    benefaetoi'    to    ^liehigan    in 

I      18;58.  when   it    had  seai'eely   heyiin  to  merge  from 

I      its    primitive    wildness.   and  ever  since  that  time 

':      lie    has    in    one    wav     and     aiH)ther     been    closelv 

]      id(Miti(ied  with   its  agi'icultnral   and  bnsiness  inter- 

I      ests.       II(*    lirst    Avent    to    Schoolcraft.   St.   Josepli 

I      Connty.  with    Mr.    Laii'd.  bnt    they    immediately 

came  to  Florence  Township.     ( )nr  snbiect  was  then 

I      a  sti'ong  and  healtliy  lad  and  was  of  great  assistance 

I     to  liis   gnardian.      At  tlie    age  of    fifteen   he   took 

;      charge  of  liis  farm.      He  had    bnt  littk' time   to  at- 

;      tend  school,  bnt   stndied  evenings  and  spare  lionrs 

I      throngh   the  day.     "Vo  such  men   as   Mr.  Laird,  of 

I      whom   he  took   counsel  Avhen   he   was   forming  Iris 

S      business  habits,  and  Stephen  \'ickor\'.  of  whom  he 

j      purchased   his    tarm,    he    gratefully    acknowdedges 

I      that  he  owes  his  success  in  life. 

I 

I  Oui-  sul)ject  woi'ked   for  dolin  'I'albot.  in  Centre- 

\      ville.  and  while   thus  engaged   enlisted  in   the   war 
'      with  Mexico,  but  in  a  shoi't  time  afterward  the  war 
%     closed  and   his  comi)any    was  disbanded,     lie  tirst 
\      began  woi'k  for   himself  by   cari'ving  on  a  farm  on 
i     shares  in  the  summer,  and  in  the  winter  in  makino- 
tloui'  I)arrels  for  the  lirm  of   Moore  iV:  Protzman,  of 
Three  Rivers.      He   has  always   folloAved    farming, 
though   often    in    connection   with    other  business, 
and  he  l)ought  his  lirst  farm  of  240  acres  when  he 
wa>  twenty-one  years  old.  having  accumulated  |300, 
which    he  used   foi'  his    first  ])aymeid  on    the   land. 
He  continued  for  some  years  to  make  flour  barrels 
in  the  winter,  still  having  his  home  with  INIr.  Laird, 
ca.rrving  on    his    farm    for  him  in  addition    to   his 
ti'ade.     At  one  time  he  engaged  for  three  years  in 
the  mercantile  business  at  White  Pig(M>n,  while  still 
managing  his  agi'icultural  intei'ests.     That  venture 
did  not  prove  the  financial   success  that  he  had  an- 
ticipated and  he  gav(^  it  uj).  and  has  since  devoted 
his  attention  to  the  management  of  his  large  stock 
interests  and  his  extensive   farm.      He  became  so 
)rosperons  in  his  undertakings  that  at  (me  time  he 
♦   owned    1.332  acres   of  valuable   land,  but   he   has 
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given  to  his  children  farms  and  thus  reduced  his 
estate  to  1,200  acres  of  land.  For  nineteen  years 
INIr.  Sevison  has  been  an  agent  for  the  Oliver  I'low 
Company,  and  has  a  large  territor^^  that  he  over- 
sees, having  several  agents  under  him  whom  he 
keeps  su[)plied.  In  all  of  his  dealings  he  scarcely 
loses  a  dollar,  and  we  may  mention  here  that  diu'- 
ing  his  long  business  career  he  lias  never  sued  but 
one  man,  and  then  only  wdien  every  other  course 
for  an  honorable  settlement  had  failed. 

Mr.  Sevison  has  been  three  times  married.  His 
first  marriage  took  place  April  18,  1850,  to  Anna 
Purnam,  of  Florence  Township.  She  was  born  in 
England,  ,linie  22,  1831,  and  came  to  Michigan 
with  her  parents,  likewise  natives  of  England, 
when  she  was  ten  months  old.  After  a  pleasant 
married  life  of  a  few  years  she  passed  away  Feb. 
7,  1857,  leaving  three  children,  as  follows:  Purnam 
IL.  (ieorge  E.  and  Mary  F].  l>urnam,  wlio  lives  in 
Florence  Township,  has  been  twice  married,  ¥Ah\ 
(Jentzler,  b\'  Avhom  lie  had  one  child,  being  his  first 
Avife,  and  Elizabeth  (ireenlee,  his  second  wdfe; 
(icorge  E.,  Avho  lives  in  loAva,  married  JMary  E. 
Piriden,  and  they  have  two  children;  Mary  mar- 
ried W.  II.  Stears,  of  this  toAvnship,  and  they  have 
one  child. 

]Mr.  Sevison's  second  Avife  Avas  Keljecca  Thomp- 
son l)efore  her  marriage.  She  was  born  Mav  3, 
1835.  and  died  March  2^^.  1875,  having  scared v 
reached  the  meridian  of  a  life  which  had  been  a 
busy  and  honored  one.  She  Avas  the  first  Avhite 
female  child  born  in  St.  Joseph  County  near  St. 
Jose[)h  River,  at  a  toAvn  called  Aschol,  near  Three 
Rivers;  all  traces  of  the  town  are  noAv  obliterated. 
Seven  children  Avere  born  of  that  marriage,  namelv: 
Fremont  (i.,  Avho  married  Emma  Troy,  and  the\' 
have  three  children;  Florence  A.,  Avho  married  C. 
II.  Lake,  of  l>ancroft,  loAva;  Jessie  A.,  Avife  of 
John  Pheim,  of  Logan  County,  Col.;  (irant,  born 
Sept.  26,  1863,  died  iMarch  19,  1866;  Luther  J., 
noAv  engaged  Avith  the  firm  of  E.  W.  Walker,  of 
(ioshen.  Ind.,  married  Carrie  Dimmick,  and  the\' 
have  one  child;  iMartha,  born  Aug.  21,  1867,  died 
Sept.  4,  1867;  Elliot  lives  at  home  Avith  his  parents. 
Mr.  Sevison  has  generously  |)rovided  for  his  chil- 
dren; besides  giving  them  land,  he  has  given  them 
several  thousand  dollars,  and  they  are   well  estab- 


f 


9^^f^^ 


•"#^ 


192 


ST.  JOSEPH  COUNTY. 


4: 


•-^'3 


lished,  in  prosperous  circumstances,  and  are  suc- 
cessful in  life.  Mr.  Sevison's  tliird  marriage,  April 
22,  1879,  was  to  Miss  Martha  AVhited,  who  was 
born  in  I  rbana,  Ohio.  Tsoy.  8,  1840.  Her  parents, 
natives  resi)ectively  of  New  York  and  Mrginia. 
were  married  in  Ohio,  and  had  four  children,  of 
whom  Mrs.  Sevison  was  the  eldest. 

Mr.  Sevison  has  been  very  influential  in  the  af- 
fairs of  the  township,  although  the  pressing  claims 
of  his  business  liave  not  allowed  him  to  hold  office 
very  much.  In  public  as  well  as  in  private  life  he 
has  shown  that  keen  foresight  and  discretion  that 
have  made  him  the  respected  and  honored  man  that 
he  is  to-day.  To  his  energy  and  patriotism  during 
the  dark  days  of  the  Rebellion  is  our  (iovernment 
greatly  indebted,  as  he  was  one  of  that  large  class 
of  citizens  who  were  instrumental  in  raising  the 
•\sinews  of  war,"  doing  as  much  in  their  way  as  the 
soldiers  of  the  Held,  staying  at  no  sacrifice,  and 
using  all  the  means  in  their  power  to  furnish  men 
and  money  for  the  suppression  of  the  Rebellion,  lie 
was  one  of  tlie  foremost  men.  at  the  time  when 
soldiers  were  secured  by  draft,  in  filling  the  quota 
of  Florence  Township,  and  in  aiding  those  who 
were  so  unfortunate  as  to  be  drafted,  being  called 
up  at  any  and  all  hours  of  the  night  to  render  as- 
sistance to  his  townsmen  by  taking  his  team  and 
driving  to  Kalamazoo,  the  Provost  iMarshal's  head- 
quarters, to  which  office  he  was  appointed  during 
the  war,  and  helping  his  neighbors  to  adjust  their 
difficulties.  Througli  his  individual  efforts  the 
township  of  Florence  had  the  best  record  of  any 
township  in  the  county  for  faithfulness  and  thor- 
oughness during  the  ordeal  of  filling  quotas  and 
raising  money.  When  the  legality  of  a  certain 
draft  was  questioned,  and  an  indignation  meeting 
was  held  at  Kalamazoo,  Mr.  Sevison  was  appointed 
by  the  board  to  go  to  Detroit  and  confer  witli  Ck>l. 
Hill,  to  i)rocure  from  him  an  order  to  show  the  il- 
legality of  the  draft;  the  board  knowing  the  energy 
and  indomitable  will  and  influence  of  our  sul)ject, 
and  the  (ordinarily)  unapproacliable  character  of 
the  one  to  be  consulted,  chose  liim  as  the  one  best 
adai)ted  to  bring  about  the  desired  result.  A  large 
assembly  had  repaired  to  the  court-house  and  court- 
house grounds,  anxiously  awaiting  the  return  of 
Mr.  Sevison,  to  hear  the  news,  in  a  state  of  intense 


excitement,  but  on  his  arrival  with  his  reports  the 
meeting  was  immediately  quieted,  and  then  our 
subject,  with  Hon.  Charles  Fpton.  was  chosen  to 
proceed  to  Washington,  I).  V..  where  tlie  matter 
was  satisfactorily  adjusted  and  the  drafted  men 
were  released.  The  order  was  made  for  threes  years 
and  these  men  Avere  caUed  for  only  one  year,  whicfi 
was  the  cause  of  all  the  trouble.  At  the  cU>se  of 
the  war,  when  the  heavy  taxation  imposed  ui)on  the 
people  was  a  source  of  bitterness,  again  Mr.  Scni- 
son  was  called  upon  as  ar])itrator.  when  he  again 
succeeded  in  adjusting  everytiiiug  satisfactoi'ily 
and  for  the  best  interests  of  tlie  people. 

Mr.  Sevison  is  an  honored  membei"  of  the  Com- 
mandery  of  K.  T.,  being  one  of  the  first  members 
of  Sturgis  Commandery,  and  a  charter  member  of 
Three  Rivers  Commandery.  He  is  a  sti'ong  Rc^puh- 
lican  and  a  power  in  his  community.  He  united 
with  the  church  at  al)0ut  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years,  and  has  been  an  Flder  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  for  over  twenty  years,  and  he  is  one  of  the 
earnest  workers  in  the  building  \\\)  of  the  Sabl)ath- 
schools,  and  taught  the  first  one  in  (\Mitreville. 
Our  subject's  family  are  all  members  of  the  church 
and  conscientious  workers  in  their  respective  places. 


ICH ARD  BARNARD.  As  a  gentleman  who, 
by  his  enterprise  and  practical  ability  has 
J^\  materially  advanced  the  agricultural  inter- 
N^ests  of  St.  Joseph  County,  representing,  as 
he  does,  two  of  its  important  townships,  the  sul)- 
ject  of  this  biographical  sketch  occupies  no  unim- 
portant place  among  its  citizens,  and  should  receive 
due  recognition  in  this  work.  He  owns  two  valua- 
ble and  well-improved  farms,  one  in  Florence 
Township  and  one  on  section  25,  Constantine  Town- 
ship. The  latter  is  under  his  personal  supervision, 
and  there,  in  the  pleasant  home  that  he  has  built 
up,  he  is  passing  his  declining  years. 

His  parents,  William  and  Eliza  W.  (Cross)  Bar- 
nard, were  respected  pioneers  of  St.  Joseph  County, 
being  among  its  earliest  settlers,  and  for  many  years 
they  were  members  of  its  farming  community,  witli 
patience  and  self-sacrifice  enduring  the  hardships  of 
life  in  the  wilderness,  that  they   might  budd   up  a 
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home  for  themselves  and  family.  They  were  na- 
tives of  Yorkshire,  England,  and  in  the  year  1833, 
desiring  to  better  their  condition  and  to  give  their 
children  more  advantages  than  they  could  have  in 
the  old  country,  they  embarked  on  a  sailing-vessel 
with  their  family  of  little  children,  and  bravely  set 
their  faces  toward  the  New  World,  and  after  a  long 
and  tedious  voyage  landed  in  this  country.  The 
same  year  they  made  their  way  to  Michigan,  and 
settled  for  a  short  time  in  this  township,  near  Pig- 
eon River.  Later  they  removed  to  another  part  of 
the  county,  and  located  on  the  banks  of  the  same 
river,  in  what  is  now  Florence  Township.  In  1852 
jMr.  and  Mrs.  Barnard  returned  to  Constantine  and 
made  their  home  in  the  village,  and  there  she  died 
in  1860.  One  year  later  the  husband  and  father, 
in  the  fullness  of  years,  after  an  honorable  and 
useful  life,  also  passed  to  his  rest  from  the  home  of 
his  son,  our  subject,  in  Florence  Township. 

Richard  B2rnard,  of  this  sketch,  was  the  fourth 
child  of  the  family  of  six  children  born  to  his  par- 
ents, his  birth  taking  place  in  Yorkshire.  England, 
in  1828.  He  was  scarcely  five  years  of  age  when 
his  parents  abandoned  their  English  home  to  come 
to  this  country,  so  that  most  of  his  life  has  been 
passed  here.  He  was  reared  on  his  father's  home- 
stead, and  doubtless  the  pioneer  inlluences  that  ob- 
tained in  St.  Joseph  County  at  that  earl}^  date 
helped  to  mold  his  character,  to  make  him,  in 
short,  a  strong,  self-helpful,  manly  man.  In  1850, 
with  many  other  courageous,  adventurous  spirits, 
he  being  then  in  the  bloom  of  early  manhood,  am- 
bitiously sought  his  fortunes  in  the  mines  of  Cali- 
fornia, proceeding  to  his  destination  over  the  great 
plains.  He  remained  a  citizen  of  the  Golden  State 
two  years,  and  met  with  good  success  in  his  quest. 
But  he  tired  of  the  rough,  hard  life  of  the  miner, 
and  at  the  expiration  of  that  time  returned  to  his 
home  in  this  State.  He  established  himself  in  the 
livery  business  in  Constantine,  and  was  thus  engaged 
for  a  year,  and  then  sold  out  to  his  brother  John, 
who  continued  the  business  in  Constantine  for 
twent3^-five  years,  our  subject  retiring  to  his  farm 
in  Florence.  This  is  still  in  his  possession,  and  con- 
tains 120  acres  of  arable  land  under  admirable  til- 
lage, and  well  supplied  with  comfortable  buildings. 
In  1872  he  took  up  his  abode   on  his    Constantine 


farm,  which  comprises  eighty  acres  of  as  fine  farm- 
ing land  as  is  to  be  found  in  all  Southern  Michigan. 
It  is  carefully  cultivated  after  the  most  approved 
methods,  has  a  neat  and  handsome  set  of  farm 
buildings,  and  everything  about  the  place  denotes 
the  presence  of  a  skilled  hand,  directed  by  a  clear, 
well-balanced  mind.  Besides  giving  much  atten- 
tion to  tilling  the  soil,  Mr.  Barnard  is  actively  and 
profitably  engaged  in  buying  and  shipping  stock. 
July  4,  1885,  he  met  with  a  serious  financial  loss, 
his  dwelling  being  destroyed  by  fire,  with  nearly  all 
of  its  contents,  entailing  a  loss  of  about  13,000.  He 
has  since  replaced  it  by  a  commodious  and  conven- 
iently arranged  residence. 

December  31,  1854,  Mr.  Barnard  was  married  to 
Betsey  Hotchin,  vvho  was  a  native  of  England. 
When  she  was  eight  years  old  she  came  to  Amei'ica 
with  her  parents,  Samuel  E.  and  Martha  Hotchin, 
in  1844.  They  came  to  St.  Joseph  County  and 
settled  in  Constantine  Village,  whence  they  subse- 
quently removed  to  Florence  Township,  where  her 
father  engaged  in  farming,  and  there  died.  After 
a  happy  wedded  life  of  nearly  thirtj^-two  years, 
Mrs.  Barnard  died,  March  22,  1886.  She  was 
widely  respected  and  beloved  for  her  many  amiable 
qualities,  and  as  far  as  in  her  lay  she  left  no  duty 
undone,  but  was  ever  true  in  all  the  relations  of 
life.  She  was  a  consistent  and  valued  member  of 
the  Reformed  Church.  The  following  is  the  record 
of  the  children  born  of  that  marriage:  Mary  E. 
is  the  wife  of  E.  A.  Hamilton,  of  White  Pigeon; 
Hattie  E.  is  the  wife  of  Oldos  Barry ;  William  is  a 
farmer  in  Florence  Township,  as  is  also  Charles  L; 
and  Hannah  lives  at  home. 

Mr.  Barnard  was  married  to  his  i)resent  estima- 
ble wife,  a  woman  of  genuine  worth,  July  18,  1888, 
the  ceremony  taking  place  in  Plainwell,  Allegan 
Co.,  Mich.  Mrs.  Barnard  was  formerly  Mrs.  Al- 
vira  Bigelow,  widow  of  Riley  Bigelow,  and  New 
York  Avas  her  birthplace,  her  parents  being  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Andrew  Hicks. 

From  the  perusal  of  this  sketch  it  will  be  seen 
that  our  subject,  the  son  of  one  of  St.  Joseph 
County's  pioneers,  has  energetically  carried  on  the 
w^ork  in  which  his  father  w^as  engaged,  and  has  been 
of  much  assistance  in  developing  and  sustaining 
the  interests  of  the  county.     He  is  a  man  of  varied 
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experience,  of  good  understanding,  keen,  prompt, 
and  withal,  honorable  in  his  dealings,  and  may  well 
be  classed  among  the  most  trustworthy  and  cs- 
teemed  citizens  of  St.  Joseph  County,  lie  was 
formerly  identified  with  the  Reformed  Church,  but 
is  now  a  prominent  member  of  the  Congregational 
Church. 


^OllN  LOHOFF  is  numbered  among  the  most 
able,  enterprising  and  wide-awake  farmers 
of  St.  Joseph  County,  and  in  him  Constan- 
tine  Township  has  one  of  her  most  valuable 
citizens.  He  there  owns  a  farm  which  for  fertility, 
productiveness,  neat,  tasty  and  commodious  build- 
ings, is  not  surpassed  by  any  in  the  neighborhood, 
and  the  dwelling  erected  thereon  is  considered  one 
of  the  finest  in  this  part  of  St.  Joseph  County,  and 
is  an  ornament  to  the  locality. 

Our  sul)3ect  is  a  native  of  Prussia,  and  his  birth 
occurred  in  that  distant  country  April  17,  1832. 
His  parents,  John  and  Anna  M.  (Lamy)  Lohoff, 
were  likewise  natives  of  that  Empire,  and  there 
spent  their  entire  lives.  Our  subject  was  reared  in 
his  native  land,  and  inherited  from  virtuous  and 
industrious  parents  those  traits  of  character  which 
form  the  best  legacy  that  children  can  inherit  to 
make  life  a  success — an  independent,  self-reliant 
spirit,  strong  muscles  and  ability  to  use  them.  At 
the  age  of  twenty  years  he  decided  to  try  his  fort- 
une in  America,  having  been  previously  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits  in  his  native  country.  After 
a  voyage  of  some  weeks  he  landed  in  New  York, 
and  went  directly  to  Canada.  He  there  found  em- 
ployment on  the  Great  Western  Railway,  and  in  a 
short  time  he  came  to  Detroit.  He  worked  there 
six  months  in  a  brickyard,  and  in  the  fall  of  1852 
made  his  way  to  St.  Joseph  County.  He  found 
employment  on  a  farm  in  Constantine,  north  of  the 
village,  and  continued  there  until  1862,  when  he 
bought  a  farm  in  the  township,  comprising  fifty-three 
acres.  By  persistent  and  untiring  labor  he  has  not 
only  brought  this  land  to  an  admirable  state  of  cul- 
tivation, but  has  been  so  successful  and  has  culti- 
vated it  to  so  much  profit  that  he  has  been  enabled 
to  increase  the  acreage  of  his  land  by  further  pur- 
chase, so  that  his  farm  now  comprises  120  acres  of 
^i  ~~~ 


well-improved  land,  and  with  its  neat  and  tasty 
buildings  is  considered  one  of  the  most  desirable 
estates  in  St.  Joseph  County.  He  has  erected  one 
of  the  finest  residences  in  this  part  of  the  county. 

In  1859  Mr.  Lohoff  made  a  trip  to  Pike's  Peak 
in  search  of  gold.  He  was  away  from  St.  Josepli 
County  in  all  thirteen  months,  six  of  winch  were 
spent  in  the  diggings;  not  being  very  success- 
ful in  the  search  for  the  precious  metals  he  w^ent  to 
Missouri,  and  from  there  back  to  his  Michigan  home, 
arriving  in  Constantine  in  April,  1860. 

Mr.  Lohoff  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Henrietta  L.  Field,  in  Porter  Tow^nship,  Cass  Co., 
Mich.,  Aug.  12, 1862.  Her  parents,  the  late  Harvey 
and  P^lizabeth  (Davis)  Field,  were  natives  of  Ver- 
mont. The  mother  died  in  Porter  Township,  Cass 
Co.,  Mich.,  and  the  father  in  Chautauqua  County, 
N.  Y.  Mrs.  Lohoff  was  the  fifth  child  in  a  family 
of  eight  children,  and  was  born  March  26,  1835, 
in  Cohocton,  Steuben  Co.,  N.  Y.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lo- 
hoff have  had  two  children — Helen  L.  and  Martha 
A.  Grief  has  come  to  this  happy  household  in  the 
death  of  the  beloved  daughter  and  sister  Helen,  at 
the  age  of  twelve  years,  and  they  can  realize  the 
truth  of  the  poet's  words : 

'Tis  sorrow^  builds  the  shining  ladder  up. 
AVhose  golden  rounds  are  our  calamities 
Whereon  our  firm  feet  planting,  nearer  God 
The  spirit  climbs,  and  hath  its  eyes  unsealed. 

True  is  it  that  Death's  face  seems  stern  and  cold 
When  he  is  sent  to  summon  those  we  love; 
But  all  God's  angels  come  to  us  disguised. 
Sorrow  and  sickness,  poverty  and  death, 
One  after  another  lift  their  frowning  masks, 
And  w^e  behold  the  seraph's  face  beneath. 

With  every  anguish  of  our  earthly  part 

The  spirit's  sight  grows  clearer:  this  was  meant 

When  Jesus  touched  the  blind  man's  lids  with  clay. 

Life  is  the  jailer.  Death  the  angel  sent 

To  draw  the  unwilling  bolts  and  set  us  free. 

Our  subject  may  well  be  proud  of  the  success 
that  he  has  achieved  in  his  adopted  country,  and  of 
the  honorable  position  that  he  occupies  among  the 
agriculturists  of  St.  Joseph  County  who  have  as- 
sisted in  bringing  it  to  its  present  advanced  and 
prosperous  condition.  He  is  a  man  of  marked  en 
ergy  and  capacity,  and  is  prompt  and  reliable  in  his 
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dealings;  in  his  domestic  circle  he  is  all  that  a  good 
husband  and  father  can  be,  and  to  his  fellowmen  he 
is  kind  and  considerate,  and  is  justly  regarded  as  a 
man  of  sterling  worth.  In  him  this  township  finds 
one  who  is  ever  read}^  to  do  his  share  toward  pro- 
moting its  interests,  and  while  holding  some  of  the 
school  oilices  he  has  aided  the  advancement  of 
the  cause  of  education.  In  politics  he  casts  his 
vote  with  the  Republican  party.  Mrs.  Lolioff,  who 
is  equally  esteemed  b}^  all  in  the  community,  is  an 
earnest  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 


1 
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\()1)NEY  IVEC^KWrrn.  Prominent  among 
the  farmers  of  St.  Joseph  County,  who  have 
for  many  years  taken  an  active  part  in  sus- 
5^taining  its  agricultural  interests,  is  the  gen- 
tleman wliose  name  forms  the  caption  of  this 
biographical  notice.  He  has  one  of  the  best  farms 
in  this  ])art  of  the  State  of  .Michigan,  linely  located 
on  section  84,  Constantine,  and  section  3,  Mottville 
Townshii).  This  land  comprises  180  acres',  in  ad- 
dition to  which  he  ow^is  sixty-two  acres  on  section 
1  7,  in  .Mottville  Tow^nship.  He  comes  of  good  old 
XcHV  Kiigland  ancestry,  and  his  parents,  Levi  and 
Lucinda  (Starkw(\atlier)  I5eckAvith,  were  among  the 
\'(  ry  earliest  pioneers  of  St.  Joseph  County.  They 
wcr(^  born,  the  father  in  Massachusetts,  and  tlie 
mother  probably  in  Connecticut.  After  marriage 
they  settled  in  the  town  of  Austinburg,  \'t.,  and 
thence  removed  to  Saybrook,  Ashtabula  Co.,  Ohio, 
of  which  they  thus  l)ecame  early  settlers.  In  Au- 
gust, 1828,w^ith  tlieir  household  goods  and  famih^  by 
ox  and  horse  teams,  tliey  crossed  the  border,  and 
coming  into  iMichigan,  made  their  Avay  slowly  over 
the  rough,  swampy  forest  roads  to  that  part  of  St. 
Josei)h  County  now^  known  as  Mottville.  They  lo- 
cated on  section  3  of  that  township,  and  continned 
to  live  there  about  six  years.  They  then  removed  to 
section  34,  C^nistantine  Township,  Mr.  P>eckwith 
having  secured  land  on  the  dividing  line  between 
]Mottville  and  Constantine,  and  there  they  made 
their  home  until  death.  This  land  is  still  owned 
by  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  After  their  removal 
to  this  part  of  the  county  tlieir  lives  were  not  pro- 
longcMl   vvry  many  years.  JMr.   Reckwith   dying  in 


September,  1839,  and  ]Mrs.  Beckwith  in  Angust, 
1847.  41iey  had  ten  children,  five  sons  and  five 
daughters. 

He  of  whom  we  write  ^vas  the  youngest  son  of 
his  estimable  i)arents.  He  was  born  in  Ashtabula 
County,  Ohio,  Oct.  1,  182(5,  and  was  hardly  tAvo 
years  old  when  they  came  to  St.  Joseph  County,  so 
that  he  was  reared  here  in  Mottville  and  Constan- 
tine Townships,  and  has  spent  the  greater  part  of 
his  life  here.  He  was  a  lad  of  thirteen  years  when 
he  had  the  misfortune  to  lose  a  good  father.  His 
mother  was  spared  to  her  children  a  few  years 
longer,  and  she  carefully  trained  our  subject  in  all 
that  goes  to  make  a  good  man  and  a  useful  citizen. 
Amid  the  pioneer  influences  that  he  obtained  here 
in  his  early  days  he  grew  to  be  a  strong,  self-reliant 
man.  In  1849.  when  scarce!}'  twenty-three  years 
of  age,  he  went  to  California  as  one  of  tlie  '^49ers," 
tired  by  the  ambition  to  seek  wealth  in  that  Eldo- 
rado of  the  gold-seeker.  He  was  there  engaged  in 
mining  for  about  four  years,  and  met  with  reason- 
ably good  success  wiiere  many  failed.  His  thoughts 
often  tnrned  to  his  old  home,  and  in  August,  1852, 
satisfied  with  his  gains,  he  returned  home  by  way 
of  the  ^Mcaragua  route.  He  invested  his  capital 
judiciously  and  resumed  farming  in  this  township. 
His  farm  originally  consisted  of  160  acres,  Init  he 
has  prospered  so  well  in  his  agricultui'al  ventures 
that  he  now  owns  242  acres  of  as  fertile  and  i)ro- 
ductive  farming  land  as  is  to  be  found  in  Southern 
Michigan.  It  is  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation, 
and  is  provided  with  ample  and  substantial  build- 
ings, and  the  necessary  machinery  for  conducting 
agriculture  successfully. 

Our  subject  now^  has  a  comfortable,  attractive 
home,  and  to  her  who  has  faithfully  assisted  him  in 
its  upbuilding  he  was  united  in  marriage  Dec,  23, 
1853.  The  following  is  recorded  of  the  twelve 
children  born  of  their  marriage:  Ida  I.  is  the  wife  of 
Kev.  1).  II.  Peiter,of  Mancelona,  Antrim  Co.,  Mich.; 
Solomon  Y.  married  Martlia  II.  Wilemin.  and  lives 
in  Red  Cloud,  AVebster  Co.,  Neb.;  Mina  A.  died  at 
the  age  of  six  years;  Dougal  R.  married  Ada  V. 
Yoder,  and  lives  in  Cass  County,  Mich.;  (ieorgeA. 
died  when  about  three  years  of  age ;  Eliza  Ann 
died  when  fifteen  years  old;  AYilliam  S.  and  Lillie 
S.,  twins,  are  dead;  Jane  E.,  Erank   E.,   Elliot    AV. 
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and  Edith  I.  are  all  at  home.  Mrs.  Beckwith's 
maiden  name  was  Eliza  Ann  Rote,  and  slie  was  born 
in  Tnrbotville,  Northuml)erland  Co.,  Pa.,  Oct.  28, 
1834.  She  was.  the  fourth  child  of  the  twelve  chil- 
dren, two  sons  and  ten  daughters,  born  to  the  late 
Solomon  and  INIaria  (IJenther)  Rote,  natives  respect- 
ively of  Northampton  County,  and  of  the  city  of 
Ilarrisburg,  Pa.  Tliey  came  to  St.  Joseph  County 
in  1848,  and  settling  in  Mottville,  made  their  home 
there  until  death;  he  died  Oct.  4,  1874,  and  she  on 
March  8,  1880. 

Mr.  Beckwith  has  had  the  fortune  to  witness  al- 
most the  entire  growth  of  St.  Joseph  County,  since 
at  the  time  of  his  earliest  recollections  it  can  scarcely 
havp  emerged    from   its  primitive  wildness.     The 
greater   part    of  the  primeval    forest  with    whicli 
Southern  Michigan  was  mostly   clothed  must  still 
have  been  awaiting  the  ax  of  the  pioneer,  and   in 
their  depths  still  lurked  the  bear,  the  wolf  and  otlier 
wild  animals,  that  preyed  sometimes  on  tlie  little 
flock  of  slieep  or   invaded  the  pen  and  made   Rway 
witli  some  choice  porker  that  the  early  settler  was 
raising  against  the  time  of  need.    Deer,  wild  turkeys 
and  other  choice  game  were  then  plentiful,  and  often 
graced  the  table  of  tlie  pioneer.     Our  sul)ject  was 
familiar  with  the  Indians,   who  when   his   parents 
first  removed  to  Michigan  still  frequented  .their  old 
haunts,  and  for  whom  he  has  always  had  a  friendly 
feeling.     It  has  been  his  privilege  not  only  to  wit- 
ness   the   wondrous    change   that    has    since    been 
brought  about,  but  to  have  been  an  actor  in  it.    By 
his  well-directed  and  untiring  labors  lie  has  not  only 
achieved  prosperity  himself,  but  has  contributed  to 
the  material  welfare  of  his   township  and   county. 
Mr.  Beckwith  is  honored  in   religious,  social,  ])usi- 
ness  and  political  circles  in  this  community  as  a  man 
of  sound  princii)les  and  good  habits,  one  who  is 
trustworthy  in  every  respect.     Religiously,  lie  and 
his    wife    are    members   of   the    Lutheran  Church. 
Politically,  he  is  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party.     As  a  good  citizen,  he  earnestly  seeks 
to  promote  the    w^elfare  of  Constantine  Township, 
and  as  a  meml)er  of  the  School  Board  has  faithfully 
assisted  in  advancing  the  cause  of  education.    Mrs. 
P>eckwith  has  actively  co-operated  with  her  husband 
in  his  work,  and    has  been  an   important  factor  in 
In-inging  about  his  prosi)erous  circumstances,   and 


we  cannot  close  this  biograpliy  other  husband  Avith- 
out  a  further  Avord  in  her  behalf.  In  her  are 
blended  all  the  qualities  that  go  to  make  up  a  good 
and  true  Avomaii.  and  she  tills  in  a  perfect  measure 
the  duties  of  Avife,  mother  and  friend. 


-»4= 


T"~T" 


E> 


LEWIS  has  been  a  resident  of  the  State  of 
Michigan  for  a  period  of  thirty  years,  and 
of  this  county  for  twenty-two.  His  native 
State  is  Pennsylvania,  where  he  was  born  on  the 
15th  of  January,  1807.  While  he  Avas  yet  an  in- 
fant, his  parents,  Griffith  and  Margaret  LcAvis,  Avho 
were  both  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  removed  to 
Wayne  County,  N.  Y.,  where  his  father  carried  on 
his  trade,  which  was  that  of  a  shoemaker,  in  con- 
nection with  the  Avorking  of  his  fnrm. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  the  youngest  of 
fifteen  children.  He  had  little  opportunity  for  ob- 
taining an  extensive  schooling,  but  early  in  life  be- 
came well  acquainted  Avith  everything  connected 
with  farming,  which  he  has  chiefly  followed  through 
life.  He  is  now  the  owner  of  forty-three  acres  of 
Avell-tilled,  productive  land,  and  has  put  up  a  very 
comfortable  farm  dwelling,  Avhich  is  a  most  pleas- 
ant home. 

Twice  has  our  subject  stood  before  the  altar  of 
Hymen.  On  the  6th  of  June,  1831,  he  became  the 
husband  of  Clarrissa  Bristol,  the  excellent  daughter 
of  Cyrus  Bristol,  of  New  York.  They  became  the 
parents  of  nine  children,  namely:  Mary  Jane,  who 
married  Mr.  Thomas  Shipley,  of  Pultneyville, 
Wayne  Co.,  N.  Y. ;  Daniel,  deceased;  Sarah  A., 
now  the  wife  of  Hon.  Otis  Moe,  of  this  township; 
Amanda,  who  died  when  ten  months  old;  Mar- 
garet,  deceased;  Ansel,  who  avJis  a  soldier  in  the 
war  of  the  Rebellion,  and  died  and  was  buried  at 
Fair  Oaks;  Eliza  Ann,  now  Mrs.  Edward  Cummins; 
Rachael  is  married  to  Elius  Shelley,  and  makes 
her  home  with  her  husband  and  parents  on  the 
home  farm;  and  Amanda  Sophia,  the  wife  of  Will- 
iam  Johnson,  of  Fawn  River. 

The  first  wife  of  our  subject  died  in  Fawn  River 
in  1869,  and  on  the  17th  of  November,  1871,  he 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Mrs.  Sarah  E.  Batson, 
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the  widow  of  Jesse  Batson,  of  Burr  Oak.  This 
lady  was  born  Dec.  16,  1820,  and  is  the  daughter 
of  George  and  Polly  Strayer. 

Mr.  Lewis  is  one  of  the  venerable  and  much  es- 
teemed citizens  of  the  county,  and  his  home  is  at 
Fawn  River,  his  property  being  on  section  4  of 
that  township.  He  has  retired  from  the  more  active 
duties  of  life,  leaving  them  to  his  son.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Democratic  part3%  and  has  in  other 
days  taken  an  active  interest  in  matters  connected 
therewith. 


^OHN  P.  GLADDING,  proprietor  of  a  book 
and  stationer}^  store  in  Constantine,  occupies 
an  honorable  place  among  the  pioneers  of 
St.  Joseph  County,  and  no  one  is  held  in 
higher  respect  and  veneration  as  a  man  and  a  citi- 
zen. He  is  a  native  of  the  city  of  Providence,  R. 
I.,  where  he  was  born  of  sterling  New  England 
stock  July  22,  1815.  His  parents,  Timothy  and 
Elizabeth  (Perrin)  Gladding,  were  also  natives  of 
that  city,  and  there  they  were  reared,  married,  and 
spent  their  entire  lives.  They  were  well  known 
Mild  honored  in  the  city  of  their  birth,  and  be- 
(pieathed  to  their  children  the  precious  legacy  of 
good  and  useful  lives  and  an  unsullied  name.  They 
had  a  family  of  eleven  children,  of  whom  our  sub- 
ject was  the  fifth  in  order  of  birth  and  the  eldest 
son. 

Our  subject's  early  life  was  passed  in  Providence 
until  he  was  sixteen  years  of  age,  when  he  went  to 
M  illbury ,  Mass.,  to  learn  the  watchmaker's  trade.  He 
remained  there  four  years,  and  then  for  a  few  months 
lived  in  Fall  River,  Mass.,  w-orking  at  his  trade.  In 
1 836,  being  a  young  man  of  more  than  average 
(H>urage  and  intelligence,  with  much  ambition  and 
enterprise,  he  determined  to  try  life  in  the  "Far 
West,"  as  Michigan,  then  a  Territory,  was  consid- 
ered, and  September  19  left  the  embryo  manufact- 
uring city  of  which  we  have  spoken  for  his  future 
home  in  this  State.  Traveling  slowly,  as  was  ne- 
cessitated by  the  limited  facilities  for  travelers  iu 
those  times,  he  arrived  in  Constantine  on  the  10th 
day  of  October,  poor  indeed  in  pocket,  but  rich  in 
hope  and   in  ]Jans  for  future  success  in  life.     He 


found  here  a  wild,  rough,  thinly  settled  country, 
and  a  small  hamlet  on  the  present  site  of  the  vil- 
lage, l)ut  he  met  with  a  hearty  reception  from  the 
hospitable  pioneers  wdio  had  preceded  him,  and  an 
opening  to  practice  his  trade,  in  which  he  immedi- 
ately established  himself,  hiring  a  counter  in  a  book 
store  for  that  purpose.  As  settlers  came  in,  and 
the  country  grew  more  rich  in  population  and 
wealth,  his  business  increased,  and  was  quite  flour- 
ishing up  to  1868,  when  he  was  obliged  to  give  it 
up  on  account  of  failing  eyesight.  He  then  0])ened 
a  store  for  the  sale  of  books  and  periodicals,  in 
wiiich  business  he  has  since  been  engaged.  In  1871 
he  had  the  misfortune  to  lose  his  building  in  which 
he  had  his  store,  entailing  a  loss  of  $2,000,  but  he 
managed  to  save  his  stock.  Notwithstanding  this 
discouragement  he  promptly  re-established  himself, 
and  now  has  an  extensive  and  remunerative  trade. 

October  10,  1839,  our  subject  and  Martha  Emily 
Howard  were  united  in  the  holy  bonds  of  matri- 
mony, and  thus  for  nearly  fifty  years  they  have 
w^alked  life's  pathway  together,  sharing  its  joys  and 
dividing  its  sorrovvs,  and  in  them  the  true  marriage 
has  been  exemplified.  Mrs.  Gladding  is  a  daughter 
of  John  and  Patty  (Loomis)  Howard,  both  natives 
of  Bolton,  Conn.  Mrs.  Gladding  was  also  born  in 
that  town,  Dec.  1,  1817,  being  the  date  of  her 
birth.  When  she  was  in  her  fourteenth  year,  in 
the  year  1831,  her  parents  came  to  St.  Joseph 
County,  and  settled  in  what  is  now  the  township  of 
Florence,  where  they  continued  to  live  until  death. 
The}^  had  four  sons  and  three  daughters,  of  whom 
the  wife  of  our  subject  was  the  sixth  in  order  of 
birth.  Of  her  marriage  with  our  subject  four  chil- 
dren have  been  born,  as  follows:  John  L.  H.,  who 
died  when  four  years  old;  Emily  E.,  the  wife  of 
George  O.  Garnsey;  Mary  J.,  the  wife  of  Isaac  W. 
Sprague,  died  of  paralysis  in  Hancock  County, 
Iowa,  in  the  year  1881 ;  Benjamin  O.  is  a  druggist 
in  Constantine. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gladding  are  very  fine  people,  who 
combine  true  refinement  of  character  with  uncom- 
mon excellence  of  disposition  and  goodness  of 
heart,  and  the  citizens  of  this  place  have  the  rare 
privilege  of  having  before  them  in  the  persons  of 
our  subject  and  his  amiable  wife  the  beautiful  spec- 
tacle of  lives  fully  rounded  out  bj^  all  that  goes  to 
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make  life  worth  living  to  a  serene  and  gracious  old 
age.  Ill  them  kindness  and  charity  are  personified, 
and  their  warm  hearts  and  open  hands  feel  and  re- 
spond to  any  call  for  aid  for  the  weak,  the  unfort- 
unate or  the  downtrodden.  In  so  brief  a  sketch 
we  cannot  relate  the  deeds  of  bounty  that  have 
called  down  blessings  on  their  venerable  heads,  but 
we  will  mention  that,  notwithstanding  they  have 
had  children  of  their  own  to  care  for,  they  have 
reared  five  orphans,  who  found  with  them  happy 
homes,  not  only  in  a  comfortable  abode,  but  in 
hearts  which  gave  a  father's  love  and  care  and  a 
mother's  devotion  and  tenderness.  One  of  the  chil- 
dren died  young,  but  the  remaining  ones  have 
been  reared  to  honorable  and  happy  lives.  Would 
that  more  who  are  far  richer  than  our  subject  and 
his  wife  in  material  wealth  would  follow  their  noble 
example,  and  rescue  helpless  and  homeless  little  or- 
phans from  want  and  misery. 

Mr.  Gladding  has  taken  an  active  part  in  the  vil- 
lage government,  and  has  been  a  wise  and  trust- 
worthy civic  official,  often  holding  responsible  of- 
fices. In  politics,  the  Republican  party  finds  a 
standi  supporter  in  him.  Religiously,  he  and  his 
wife  are  valued  members  of  the  Congregational 
Church. 


^ANKLIN  WELLS.  One  of  the  most 
prominent  figures  of  Constantine  Village 
and  vicinity  is  the  subject  of  this  biography, 
who  owns  and  operates  a  farm  of  810  acres  of  land, 
a  very  valuable  property  located  within  three  miles 
of  the  corporation.  This  land  is  devoted  to  stock 
purposes,  Mr.  Wells  buying,  feeding  and  raising  in 
large  numbers  horses,  cattle  and  sheep,  making  a 
specialty  of  the  two  latter.  He  usually  keeps  a 
herd  of  a  hundred  head  of  cattle,  about  400  head 
of  sheep,  and  tw^enty-five  head  of  horses.  As  a 
wool  producer  it  is  probable  that  he  is  excelled  by 
few  in  Southern  Michigan.  Possessing  great  en- 
ergy and  perseverance,  with  admirable  business 
capacities,  while  accumulating  a  small  fortune  he 
has  at  the  same  time  been  of  great  service  in  de- 
veloping the  resources  of  this  section. 

Joseph  Wells,  the  father  of  our  subject,  came  to 


this  county  with  his  family  in  1837,  arriving  here 
on  the  1 2th  of  June,  shortly  after  Michigan  had  been 
transformed  from  a  Territory  into  a  State.  He 
first  settled  on  the  old  Chicago  road  in  Mottville 
Township,  but  lived  there  only  a  short  time,  remov- 
ing thence  to  Constantine,  where  both  parents  died 
a  few  years  later,  the  mother  in  1843  and  the  father 
in  1847.  Their  family  consisted  of  four  children, 
two  sons  and  two  daughters,  of  whom  Franklin, 
our  subject,  was  the  youngest  born.  The  latter 
first  opened  his  eyes  to  the  light  April  19,  1823,  in 
Salem,  Washington  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  spent  his  boy-^ 
hood  and  youth,  from  the  age  of  fifteen,  amid  the 
scenes  of  pioneer  life,  acquiring  his  education  in 
the  primitive  schools  of  St.  Joseph  County.  He  at 
an  early  age  developed  more  than  ordinary  abili- 
ties, and  soon  after  reaching  his  majority  was 
elected  to  the  minor  offices  of  his  township,  in  some 
of  which  he  has  served  most  of  the  time  since  then, 
having  been  a  member  of  the  School  Board  almost 
continuously  since  1844. 

Young  Wells  took  kindlj'  to  the  various  employ- 
ments of  farm  life,  and  at  an  early  age  conceived 
the  idea  of  securing  land  of  his  own,  to  be  followed 
in  due  time  by  a  home  and  domestic  ties.  In  1842, 
at  Constantine,  he  had  made  the  acquaintance  of 
Miss  Helen  M.  Briggs,  and  they  were  united  in 
marriage  Oct.  31,  1844.  This  lady  is  the  daugh- 
ter of  David  and  Cynthia  (Kidder)  Briggs,  who 
were  natives  respectively  of  New  York  and  Ver- 
mont. Mr.  Briggs  died  when  comparatively  a 
3'Oung  man,  at  Easton,  N.  Y.  The  mother  sub- 
sequently came  to  this  county,  settling  in  Constan- 
tine, where  her  death  took  place  in  1867.  Mrs. 
Wells  was  born  in  Easton,  N.  Y..  June  15,  1822. 
She  was  six  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  her  father's 
death.  She  is  a  niece  of  Mrs.  John  S.  Barry, 
whose  husband  became  Governor  of  Michigan,  and 
accompanied  them  to  this  State,  living  with  them 
until  her  marriage,  which  took  place  from  Gov. 
Barrj^'s  house.  Of  this  union  there  have  been  born 
nine  children,  the  eldest  of  whom,  a  daughter, 
Helen  M.,  continues  at  home  with  her  parents; 
Willis  H.  is  farming  on  his  land  in  Florence  Town- 
ship, this  county;  Jeannette  is  the  wife  of  Hon. 
Levi  B.  French,  of  Yankton,  Dak. ;  Fanny  H.  is  the 
widow  of  Dr.  S.  I).  Radley,  and  lives  with  her  par- 
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ents;  Louise  8.  married  Mr.  Charles  E.  Wilbur, 
Avho  is  now  deceased;  she  lives  in  Constantine. 
Franklin,  Jr.,  is  engaged  in  the  book  and  stationery 
business  in  Yankton,  Dak.;  Antoinette  is  with  her 
parents;  Jessie  and  Mary  B.  died  at  the  ages  of 
eight  and  five  years  respectively. 

In  October,  1<S38,  more  than  fifty  3^ears  ago, 
Mr.  Wells  removed  to  Constantine,  where  he  en- 
gaged as  clerk  in  a  store.  This  vocation  he  followed 
until  1842,  when  he  went  into  business  with  his 
employer,  Albert  Andrus,  the  connection  con- 
tinuing until  the  spring  of  184G,  when  he  bought 
his  partner's  interest.  lie  was  thereafter  almost 
continuously  a  merchant  until  1873,  sometimes 
alone  and  sometimes  having  partners. 

The  first  land  which  Mr.  Wells  settled  upon  was 
purchased  by  him  in  September,  1861,  and  lies  on 
section  8,  Constantine  Township.  This  constitutes 
the  home  farm,  and  to  it  he  has  given  particular 
attention,  effecting  gradually  the  improvements 
which  have  made  it  a  ver}^  valuable  property.  He 
has  added  by  degrees  to  his  real  estate,  and  by  his 
judgment  and  forethought  has  evinced  those  quali- 
ties which  have  commended  him  to  his  fellow-citi- 
zens as  a  gentleman  capable  of  looking  after  im- 
portant interests.  In  1873  he  was  appointed  by 
(lov.  Bagle}^  a  member  of  the  State  Board  of  Agri- 
culture, and  served  six  years.  In  1879  he  was  re- 
appointed by  Gov.  Cross  well,  and  served  until 
1885.  He  was  appointed  to  his  third  term  by  Gov. 
Alger,  serving  six  years,  and  in  1884  was  elected 
I*resident  of  the  boai'd,  succeeding  Hon.  Hezekiah 
G.  Wells,  of  Kalamazoo.  In  1885  Mr.  Wells  was 
elected  a  member  of  the  Executive  Committee  of 
the  State  Agricultural  Society,  and  subsequently 
Chairman  of  its  Business  Committee,  which  position 
he  still  fills.  Once  he  was  elected  to  the  office  of 
President  of  the  society,  but  declined  the  honor. 
The  latter  position  is  now  filled  by  Unites  States 
Senator  Thomas  W.  Palmer.  In  1887  he  was 
elected  President  of  the  State  Forestry  Commission, 
which  office  he  still  holds. 

In  1878  Mr.  Wells  was  ap])ointed  by  Gov.  Cros- 
well,  agent  for  St.  Joseph  County  of  the  State 
Board  of  Charities  and  Corrections.  He  had  in 
the  meantime  been  identified  with  other  important 
interests,  being  elected,  in   1873,  Secretary  of   the 
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Constantine  Hydraulic  Company,  in  which  capacity 
he  has  since  served.  Politically,  he  votes  the 
straight  Republican  ticket.  He  cast  his  first  Presi- 
dential vote  for  Henry  Clay,  and  in  regard  to  poli- 
tics, as  other  matters,  is  a  man  of  decided  views, 
and  keeps  himself  well  posted  upon  current  events. 
Both  he  and  his  estimable  wife  are  regular  at- 
tendants of  the  Congregational  Church,  with  wiiicli 
Mrs.  Wells  is  connected  in  membership.  The  Wells 
estate  is  one  of  the  most  valuable  in  the  count}^ 
and  will  continue  to  be  a  monument  to  the  enter- 
prise and  industry  of  its  projector  long  after  he  has 
been  gathered  to  his  fathers. 


-«• 


fl/_^  ( )N.  ALFRED  L.  DRIG(  iS.  Both  the  town- 
iTjll  ship  and  village  of  Constantine  are  largely 
/4\^^  indebted  to  the  subject  of  this  sketch  for 
(^)  the  success  of  the  various  enterprises  to 
which  he  gave  his  support  and  encouragement. 
After  the  turmoil  of  a  long  and  active  career,  he  is 
now  living  retired  in  a  handsonje  home  in  the  vil- 
lage, respected  by  all  wiio  know  him,  and  with  the 
consciousness  that  he  has,  as  much  as  man  may,  im- 
proved his  opi)ortunities  not  only  for  his  own  ad- 
vantage, but  to  the  interest  of  tliose  around  him. 
The  record  of  his  life  if  given  in  full  w^ould  com- 
prise a  very  readable  volume,  and  it  is  a  matter  of 
regret  that  a  history  so  pregnant  with  events  and 
labors  must  necessarily  receive  com|)aratively  brief 
mention. 

The  Driggs  family  have  V)een  known  throughout 
New  England  for  many  decades  as  the  exponent  of 
all  that  was  honorable  and  upright.  F^lisha  Driggs, 
the  father  of  our  subject,  and  his  wife,  wiio  in  her 
giiihood  w^as  Miss  Esther  Palmer,  were  doubtless 
natives  of  Connecticut,  where  they  lived  during 
their  younger  years,  and  after  their  marriage.  The 
father  followed  lumbering  quite  extensively  during 
his  early  manhood,  at  the  same  time  engaging  in 
agricidtural  pursuits.  Fpon  leaving  New^  Iilngland 
they  took  u[)  tlieir  abode  in  Rensselaer ville,  Albany 
Co.,  K.  Y.,  wiiere  tliey  lived  several  years,  and 
then  removed  to  Middleburg,  Schoharie  Co.,  N.  Y., 
where  the  father  died  in  his  prime.  The  mother 
survived  her  husband  some  vears,  and  died    at  the 
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home  of  a  daughter  in  the  city  of  Buff  ah),  N.  Y. 
Their  family  included  five  sons  and  two  daughters, 
Alfred  I^.  being  the  fourth  son. 

My.  Driggs  was  horn  in  Ivensselaerville,  N.  Y., 
Aug.  25,  1807.  He  spent  the  greater  part  of  his 
boyhood  and  youth  at  his  father's  farm,  remaining 
a  member  of  the  parental  household  until  reaching 
his  majority.  Then,  with  the  usual  desire  of  youth 
for  a  change  of  scene  and  occupation,  lie  went  into 
tlie  lumber  regions  about  fifteen  miles  from  .Johns- 
town, N.  Y.,  having  l)een  appointed  foreman  of  a 
set  of  men,  and  was  thus  occupied  about  tAvo  years. 
In  May,  1831,  he  migrated  to  Micliigan  Territory, 
and  secured  possession  of  a  lumber-mill  in  tlie 
vicinity  of  Jackson,  becoming  tlie  lessee,  and  oper- 
atnig  it  until  the  fall  of  that  year.  Hiis  was  then 
the  only  institution  of  its  kind  in  that  county,  and 
probably  would  have  i)roved  a  source  of  |)rofit.  had 
its  operations  not  been  interrupted  by  the  ague, 
which  attacked  our  subject  and  caused  him  to  leave 
that  region. 

lu  coming  to  Michigan  the  objective  point  of 
our  subject  had  been  White  I'igeon,  this  county, 
where  he  purposed  investing  in  land.  After  aban- 
doning his  mill  enterprise  he  carried  out  his  first 
plan,  securing  a  tract  of  eighty-seven  acres  in  Con- 
stantine  Township.  This  lay  about  one  mile  north 
of  the  present  village  site,  lie  was  not  in  a  condi- 
tion to  settle  upon  it,  and  resolved  to  goto  Detroit, 
whence,  if  his  health  Avas  not  better,  he  would  re- 
turn to  XcAv  York  State.  AMiile  sick  with  the  ague 
at  White  Pigeon,  St.  Joseph  County,  he  made  the 
acquaintance  of  a  Mr.  King,  who  liad  some  means, 
for  which  he  Avas  seeking  profitable  investment, 
Mr.  Driggs,  Avhose  health  was  somcAvdiat  improved, 
Avent  to  Bronson  Township,  Branch  County,  to 
look  at  a  mill  site  of  Avliich  he  had  learned.  Here 
he  A¥as  joined  by  King,  a  partnership  formed  be- 
tween  them,  and  the  l)uilding  of  the  mill  l)egun. 
Mr.  King,  hoAvever,  later,  upon  the  advice  of  friends, 
decided  to  go  further  West,  and  assigned  his  inter- 
est in  the  mill  property  to  our  subject,  giving  him 
tAvo  years  to  pay  for  the  same. 

Mr.  Driggs,  after  encountering  many  difficulties 
and  hardships,  at  last  Avas  enabled  to  begin  opera- 
tions in  his  mill  about  tlie  middle  of  October,  1832. 
The  machinery  Avas  run  l)y  the  old-fashioned  water 


Avheel,  and  after  a  few  logs  had  been  gotten  out. 
the  dnm  broke,  and  it  was  only  by  the  nu)>t  super- 
human efforts  that  the  mill  was  saved  from  being 
Avashed  jnvay.  For  over  f(mr  months  thereaftcM" 
Mr.  Driggs  scarcely  lost  sight  of  it  day  or  night, 
running  it  eighteen  hours  out  of  the  tAventy-four. 
There  were  then  none  of  the  facilities  to  ship  lum- 
ber enjoyed  by  the  Jund)ermen  of  the  present  day, 
and  the  Avhole  l)usiness  proved  very  exi)ensive.  he 
being  able  to  ship  little  besides  ])lank. 

In  Juiu',  183(),  Mr.  Driggs  sold  his  mill  i)roi)erty 
and  too  acres  of  heavily  timbered  land  for  $l.r)()(), 
and  other  hind  for  ^l,r)()0.  Chicago,  III.,  was  then 
but  an  inferior  town,  giving  no  i)romise  whatever 
of  its  future  importance.  To  that  place  Mr.  Driggs 
journeyed  on  horseback,  but  on  his  arrival  there  it 
appeared  to  him  little  more  than  a  nuishroom,  and 
he  consecjuently  did  not  invest  any  of  his  capital, 
returning  home  with  it  as  he  had  started.  In  the 
sunnner  of  183()  he  applied  a  portion  of  it  to  the 
purchase  of  200  acres  of  land  in  I>ranch  and  St. 
Joseph  (\)unties,  this  State.  A  few  months  later 
he  purchased  and  l)uilt  on  whaX  is  now  known  as 
I>road  street  in  Constantine  '^rownshi}),  then  a  tract 
of  timber  land.  He  cleared  a  portion  of  this,  ])ut- 
ting  u})  a  (lAvelling  and  living  there  until  1802. 
The  vear  foUoAving,  there  being  indications  that 
C\)nstantine  Village  might  beccmie  a  desirable  place 
of  residence,  lu^  erected  a  fine  dwelling,  Avithin  which 
Avhen  completed  he  took  up  his  abode. 

Mr.  Driggs  had  in  the  meantinu?  invested  a  por- 
tion of  his  capital  in  about  1. 000  acres  of  i)iiuMand 
on  Flat  River,  in  Montcalm  County,  where  he  put  up 
asaAvmillAvhich  he  operated  about  eighteen  years, 
disposing  of  the  product  in  Chicago.  Prior  to  this  he 
had  purchased  a  sawmill,  gi'istmill,  a  distillery,  and 
a  number  of  toAvn  lots  southeast  of  White  Pigeon, 
on  the  road  to  Lima,  Ind.  He  only  held  this  pro})- 
ertv  about  thive  years,  (lisi)osing  of  it  then  to  good 
advantage.  lu  1872  he  invested  in  land  on  Sand 
Lake,  Avhich  is  sloAvly  but  surely  becoming  val- 
uable. 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  Mr.  Driggs  has  led  a 
verv  active  life,  and  he  has  been  for  the  most  part 
fortunate  in  his  investments.  vVfter  the  com[)le- 
lion  of  his  residence  he  erected  a  brick  block  in 
(^)iistantine.  and   later   i)urchased   the  Commercial 
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tlouring-iiiill  on  Water  street,- which  is  operated  by 
a  renter.  His  example  of  enterprise  and  persever- 
ance has  proved  tlie  stimulant  to  many  a  man  who 
might  have  retired  discouraged  from  the  field  in 
the  absence  of  a  less  worthy  example. 

Mr.  Driggs  during  the  earlier  years  of  liis  life 
took  a  very  active  part  in  political  matters,  his  sym- 
pathies being  nniformly  with  the  Democrati.?  party. 
Vov  conscientiousness  and  integrity  there  are  few 
who  excel  him,  as  is  evinced  by  the  expressions  of 
confidence  and  esteem  which  are  to  be  met  with  on 
every  hand  among  his  fellow-citizens. 

After  filling  many  other  positions  of  trust,  in 
whicli  he  acquitted  himself  in  a  manner  greatly  to 
his  credit,  our  subject  was  elected  a  member  of  tlie 
Michigan  Legislature  in  the  fall  of  1846,  serving 
his  term  acceptably,  and  in  connection  with  the 
many  measures  under  discussion,  evincing  more 
than  ordinary  good  judgment  and  foresight,  lie 
I'epresented  Constantine  Township  in  the  County 
Hoard  of  Supervisors  a  period  of  eleven  years,  and 
in  both  Branch  and  this  county  has  officiated  as 
Justice  of  the  Peace.  There  have  been  few  inter- 
ests connected  with  Constantine  and  yicinity  wiiich 
have  not  sought  his  counsel,  and  to  whicli  lie  has 
ever  given  a  cheerful  and  attentive  liearing.  The 
status  of  a  community  is  dependent  upon  the  men 
who  have  been  the  most  prominent  during  its  em- 
l)r\^o  state,  and  Mr.  Driggs  as  a  pioneer  of  Con- 
.stantine  is  eminently  worthy  of  record  as  one  of 
its  builders,  and  associated  with  its  most  imi)ortant 
interests. 

Miss  Frances  M.  Pease  became  the  wife  of  our 
subject  May  29,  1833,  the  wedding  taking  place  at 
the  home  of  the  bride  in  Jackson,  Mich.  This  lady 
was  born  in  Hampshire  County,  Mass.,  P'eb.  6,  1811, 
and  was  of  excellent  old  New  England  stock.  Her 
union  with  our  subject  was  l)lessed  by  the  birth 
of  eight  children,  four  of  whom  died  in  infancy. 
'Hie  eldest  daugliter,  Jane,  is  the  Avife  of  C.  W. 
Cord,  of  Constantine;  Charles  E.  and  Mary  live 
with  their  father;  (ieorge,  wiio  was  a  very  i)romis- 
ing  and  capable  business  man,  died  in  Jidy,  1886, 
at  the  age  of  thirty-six  3  ears.  Mrs.  Frances  M. 
Driggs  departed  this  life  at  the  home  in  Constan- 
tine, May  3,  1864. 

It  giy€\s  us  pleasure  to  present  the  accompanying 


portrait  of  this  honored  pioneer,  to  whom,  as  much 
as  to  any  citizen  within  its  l)orders,  St.  Josei)h 
County  IS  indebted  for  the  development  of  its  in- 
dustries, which  have  been  the  basis  of  its  pros- 
|)erity. 


m^ 


ENRY  PORTER  KETCHlJM,a  well-known 
^"^   resident  of    Burr  Oak  Village,  is  spending 


^  tlie  later  years  of  a  welbordered  life  in  tlie 
P  quiet  and  comfort  of  a  pleasant  home,  sur- 
rounded by  many  friends.  His  property  embraces 
thirty  acres  of  highly  cultivated  land  with  substan- 
tial buildings,  and  where  he  has  resided  with  his 
excellent  wife  for  a  number  of  years.  Mr.  K.  was 
born  in  the  Mohawk  \' alley,  near  the  town  of  Glen- 
ville,  Schenectady  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Feb.  8,  1828,  and  is 
the  son  of  Chancy  and  Mary  (Wilder)  Ketch um, 
natives  of  the  same  place. 

Isaac  Ketchum,  the  paternal  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Schenectady 
County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  engaged  in  farming,  and 
spent  his  last  days.  Joshua  Wilder,  the  maternal 
grandfather,  was  also  an  early  settler  of  that  local- 
ity, a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  a  man  of  note  in  his 
community. 

The  father  of  our  subject  received  a  common- 
school  education  and  learned  the  trade  of  carpentry, 
which  he  followed  in  his  native  county  until  1852, 
and  then,  a  young  man  of  twenty- four  years,  anx- 
ious to  see  something  of  the  Great  West,  made  an 
ocean  voyage  to  the  Pacific  Coast,  and  remained  in 
California  about  three  years.  Instead  of  entering 
the  mines,  however,  he  engaged  in  business  more 
certain  of  returns,  as  a  clerk  in  various  hotels  in 
that  region,  to  which  business  he  seemed  peculiarly 
adapted,  becoming  very  popular  and  drawing  a  good 
salary.  At  the  expiration  of  the  time  mentioned 
he  returned  to  his  native  State,  but  soon,  however, 
took  up  his  residence  in  Weedsport,  N.  Y.,  where 
during  the  progress  of  the  Civil  AYar  he  officiated 
as ''mine  host"  of  the  Mansion  House,  and  where  he 
continued  until  1868. 

Chancy  Ketchum  now  set  out  once  more  for  the 
West,  and  coming  to  this  county  settled  in  Sherman 
Township,  where  he  employed  himself  in  farming 
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three  years,  then  embarked  in  the  meat-market  busi- 
ness at  Sturgis,  where  he  operated  successfully  un- 
til 1877.  Hotel  life,  however,  had  greater  charms, 
and  the  year  following  he  purchased  the  Park  Hotel 
at  Burr  Oak,  which  he  conducted  very  successfully 
for  a  period  of  ten  years.  He  was  married,  in  1868, 
to  Miss  Mary,  daughter  of  James  Jones,  one  of  the 
pioneers  of  Oswego  County,  N.Y.,  and  who  was  born 
in  1828. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ketchum  commenced  the  journey 
of  life  together  in  1868,  and  have  lived  harmoni- 
ously together  for  a  period  of  over  twenty  years. 
Providence  bestowed  upon  them  no  children,  but 
they  have  gathered  around  them  hosts  of  w^arm 
friends,  and  will  never  suffer  for  lack  of  kindly  at- 
tention and  affection  in  sickness  or  in  health.  Mr. 
Ketchum  has  always  been  an  active  member  of  his 
community,  giving  liberally  of  his  time  and  means 
to  those  enterprises  calculated  for  the  best  good  of 
the  people,  socially,  morally  and  financially. 


UILLIAM  8TEAR  is  a  prominent  and  pros- 
perous farmer  of  Constantine  Township, 
^^  where  he  has  cleared  and  improved  as  good 
a  farm  as  is  to  be  found  within  the  boundaries  of 
St.  Joseph  County.  He  is  a  native  of  England, 
born  in  Lincolnshire,  Jan.  19,  1828.  He  was  reared 
on  a  farm  in  his  native  shire,  and  was  there  mar- 
ried, July  2,  1850,  to  Miss  Frances  Haylock,  who 
was  born  in  the  same  shire  as  himself,  a  year  and  a 
few  days  later,  her  birth  occurring  Jan.  25,  1829. 
They  continued  to  reside  in  their  native  shire  until 
the  spring  of  1861,  when  they  came  to  America 
with  the  five  children  who  had  in  the  meantime 
been  born  to  them.  They  landed  at  New  York  and 
came  directly  to  Michigan.  For  three  years  after 
that  Mr.  Stear  worked  out  by  the  day  in  Constan- 
tine, and  by  prudence  and  wise  economy  he  had 
saved  up  enough  money  to  warrant  him  in  purchas- 
ing land  and  beginning  the  task  of  building  up  a 
home.  He  first  bought  a  tract  of  forty  acres,  which  is 
still  included  in  his  present  farm.  It  was  then  nearly 
all  covered  with  w^oods.  In  the  years  of  toil  and 
hardship  that  followed,  in  which  he  was  aided  and 
encouraged  by  his  wife,  he  not  only  cleared  his  land 


from  the  forest  and  got  it  under  fine  cultivation, 
but  was  enabled  to  increase  its  area  by  further  pur- 
chase, until  he  now  owns  ninety-three  acres  of  fer- 
tile and  highly  productive  land,  and  he  and  his  wife 
have  built  up  a  very  pleasant  and  comfortable 
home,  of  which  they  may  well  be  proud. 

The  following  is  recorded  of  the  eleven  children 
born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stear:  Maria  is  the  wife  of 
Manford  Christian,  of  Constantine  Township;  Will- 
iam lives  at  home;  Mary  A.  died  when  about 
six  years  old ;  Hattie  is  the  wife  of  Jacob  Brandal, 
of  Constantine  Village;  Charles  lives  in  Montana; 
Lizzie  is  the  wife  of  Andy  Craner,  of  Three  Rivers; 
Susie,  who  was  the  wife  of  Charles  Brokaw^,  died  in 
Constantine,  July  2,  1884;  George  is  a  school 
teacher;  Fannie  is  at  home;  Robert  H.  died  in  in- 
fancy, and  Frank  is  at  home. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stear  are  people  whose  kind  hearts 
generously  respond  to  any  call  for  aid  or  sympathy 
from  the  unfortunate  or  needy,  and  all  such  find  in 
them  true  friends.  By  their  united  labors,  prudence 
and  wise  management  they  have  obtained  a  com- 
fortable competence,  and  can  pass  their  declining 
years  free  from  toil  and  anxious  cares  that  beset 
their  earlier  life.  Their  many  worthy  traits  of 
character  have  gained  them  the  respect  and  esteem 
of  all  in  the  community  of  which  they  have  been 
members  for  so  many  years.  Mr.  Stear  takes  a 
warm  interest  in  the  public  affairs  of  his  adopted 
country,  and  votes  intelligently  with  the  Repub- 
lican party,  considering  its  policy  the  safest  and 
best  in  the  guidance  of  National  affairs. 


5^  AMUEL  VALENTINE,  the  oldest  estab- 
lished grocer  in  Sturgis,  is  one  of  its  repre- 
sentative business  men.  He  has  a  good 
store,  neatly  fitted  up,  and  carries  a  large 
and  well-sorted  stock,  comprising  a  full  line  of 
groceries,  provisions,  woodenw\^re,  gloves,  mittens, 
tobacco  and  cigars.  He  sells  at  reasonable  prices, 
and  from  his  long  experience  knows  well  how  to 
satisfy  the  demands  of  his  large  trade. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  the  tow^n  of  Lysander, 
Onondaga  Co.,  N.  Y.,  May  17,  1824.  His  father, 
Joseph  A'alentine,  was  a  native  of  Greene  County, 
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X.  v.,  and  he  there  married  Mercy  Jones,  like- 
>vise  a  native  of  that  county.  Six  children  were 
horn  to  tlieni.  all  of  whom  grew  to  manhood  and 
womanhood,  but  all  are  now  dead  but  our  subject. 
The  father  was  a  farmer  and  also  a  brickmason. 
Ih^  and  liis  wife  were  people  of  g'enuine  merit,  and 
were  iiehl  in  the  utmost  respect  b}^  their  neigh- 
bors and  friends. 

Our  subject  was  reared  in  his  native  State,  and 

I      itH'eived  a  su])erior  education  in  the  Auburn  Acad- 

1 

i     cnu'.      He    started  out  in  life  as  a  farmer,  and  was 

j  engaged  in    that   calling  most    of  the  time    until 

I  l.sf)!,  when  he   came   to   Sturgis.     Here   he   found 

i  ('nii)loyment    under  J.  (t.   AVait,   as    a    carpenter. 

I  He    had  learned  the  mason's  trade  with   his  broth- 

I  ers.   but    it  did  not  suit  Ids  taste,  so  he  worked  at 

I  it    only  when   he    could  find   nothing  else   to  do, 

I  pursuing  it  for  about  two  years  i)rior  to  embarking 

I  in  his  i)res(4it  business  in  18(30.     Since  that  time  he 

I  has  devoted  liimself  entirely  to  tlie  management  of 

I  his  store,  ajid  has  gradually  built  up  a  flourishing 

j  ti'ade. 

I  Mr.  \' a  leu  tine  was  married  to  his  first  wife   Oct. 

I  12.  1<SIS.      Iler  maiden  name  was  Ann  K.  Ilowland, 

I  a  daughtiM-  of  llumphrev  Ilowland.     Of  that  mar- 

f  ria,Li(^    three    children    were    born,    of    wliom   one, 

•  Leonard,  is  living.     Sarah  died  in  her  nineteenth 

I  Near,  and    Fi'ank  died   in    liis  twentv-eighth   vear. 

I  M'rs.  \'nlenline  departed  til  is  life  in    18()1.  leaving 

j  ninny  warm  friends  to  mourn  their  loss,  to  whom  she 

I  was  endeartnl  by  reason  of  her  many  excellent  quali- 

I  lies  and  virtues. 

j  Mr.  Walentine  was  married  to  his  present  wife  in 

I  1S72.  and  to  them  one  child,  Maude,  uoav  deceased, 

j  has  been  born.     Mrs.  \'alentine's  maiden  name  w^as 

I  .lane  Jum[).     She  is  a  tlioroughly  good  woman  and 

I      is  devoted  to  the  interests   of  her  liousehold.     Her 

I 

I       parents  were  Elijah  and  Oharity  Jump. 

j  Mr.  X'alentine  has  been  a  resident  of  Sturgis  for 

I       Ihirtv-live  years,  and  he  lias  had   an  iinj)ortant  in- 

Iluenee  in  directing  its  civic  life,  and  lias  held  some 

of  its  most  responsible  offices,  for  which  he  is  well 

(lualitied  by  education  and  a  natural  capacity  for 

affairs.      He     was    Oity    Marslial   for    three   years; 

Township  Tieasurer  for  (me  year,  and  a  member  of 

the  Viiy  Council  for  one  year,  besides  having  served 

on  the  Sehool  Board.      He  holds  an  important  posi- 


tion in  the  business  circles  of  this  community,  his 
judgment  in  regard  to  business  matters  being  keen 
and  farseeing,  and  liis  honesty  and  rectitude  of 
character  undoubted.  He  is  identified  with  the 
^lasonic  fraternity  as  a  member  of  the  Burr  Oak 
Lodge. 

^ .^^^ 5^ 

(^  LBERT  C.  FRENCH.  A  self-made  man  in 
the  strictest  sense  of  the  word,  our  subject 
was;early  in  life  thrown  upon  his  own  re- 
sources, and  b}^  his  own  efforts  has  made  his 
way  up  to  a  good  position,  socially  and  financially, 
among  his  fellow-citizens.  A  native  of  Genesee 
Count}',  N.  Y.,  he  was  born  April  27,  1829,  and 
was  the  youngest  in  a  family  of  five  children,  three 
sons  and  two  daughters,  the  offspring  of  Olin  and 
Arethusa  (Palmer)  French,  who  were  born  in 
Windsor  County,  Yt.,  where  they  were  also  reared 
and  married. 

The  French  family  after  coming  to  the  United 
States  settled  in  New  F^ngland,  where  they  became 
widely  and  favorably  known  as  well-to-do  and  in- 
fluential citizens.  The  parents  of  our  subject  upon 
leaving  the  Green  Mountain  State  crossed  the  St. 
Lawrence  River,  and  took  up  their  abode  in  the 
township  of  Hull,  Lower  Canada,  adjacent  to  the 
city  of  Ottawa.  Thence  a  few  years  later  they  re- 
turned to  the  States,  and  settled  in  Genesee  County, 
N.  Y.  Later  they  removed  to  F]rie  County,  and 
from  there,  in  1847,  to  Branch  County,  this  State, 
locating  in  Union  City,  where  they  spent  the  re- 
mainder of  their  lives.  The  father,  however,  only 
lived  until  1854,  passing  away  in  the  midst  of  his 
usefulness.  The  mother  survived  her  husband  a 
period  of  fifteen  years,  passing  away  in  1869. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  remained  a  member  of 
the  parental  household  until  a  3-outh  of  eighteen 
3^ears,  and  accompanied  his  parents  to  Michigan. 
Soon  afterward  he  commenced  the  struggle  of  life 
on  his  own  account.  At  the  age  of  twenty-three  he 
commenced  the  study  of  medicine  in  Union  City, 
under  the  instruction  of  the  late  Dr.  AVilliam 
Church,  with  whom  he  remained  one  year.  In  the 
fall  of  1852  he  entered  the  office  of  the  late  Dr.  J. 
M.  Chase,  remaining  with  him  a  year  also,  then 
going  to  Rockford,  Winnebago  Co.,  Ill,  spent  one 
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summer  in  the  office  of  Dr.  Waite,  one  of  its  most 
eminent  and  successful  physicians. 

During  the  winter  of  1854-55  Mr.  French  at- 
tended lectures  at  Rush  Medical  College,  Chicago. 
The  spring  following  he  returned  to  Mottville. 
About  that  time  occurred  the  death  of  Dr.  Chase 
by  accident,  and  our  subject  for  a  time  succeeded 
to  his  practice.  He  finally  drifted  out  of  the  medi- 
cal profession,  and  turning  his  attention  to  mercan- 
tile business,  was  employed  as  clerk  in  a  general 
merchandise  store  at  Mottville.  We  find  him  next 
established  in  a  book  store  at  Constantine,  of  which 
he  had  the  general  supervision,  and  was  thus  occu- 
l)ied  one  year.  He  then  formed  a  partnership  with 
Joseph  R.  Bonebright,  and  under  the  firm  name  of 
Bonebright  k  French  they  conducted  the  mercan- 
tile business  one  year  together,  and  at  the  expira- 
tion of  this  time  Thomas  Mitchell  was  added  to  the 
firm.  The  admission  of  Mr.  Mitchell  brought  to 
them  additional  business,  and  there  was  organized 
in  addition  the  firm  of  T.  Mitchell  (k  Co.,  as  opera- 
tors of  the  hardware  business,  while  the  general 
merchandise  branch  was  conducted  under  the  old 
firm  name.  The  mercantile  career  of  Mr.  French 
embraced  about  four  years,  and  upon  the  dissolution 
of  the  partnerships  his  time  from  1861  to  1864  was 
spent  largely  in  closing  up  the  business  of  the  two 
firms. 

In  1864  Mr.  French  turned  his  attention  to  the 
lumber  trade,  and  for  two  years  thereafter  was  in 
partnership  with  the  late  Isaac  Benham.  In  1866 
he  again  formed  a  partnership  with  his  old  friend, 
Mr.  Bonebright,  and  they  operated  together  until 
1884.  In  1884  Thomas  Mitchell  was  admilted  as  a 
partner  in  the  lumber  business,  but  in  1886  he 
withdrew,  and  Mr.  French  now  operates  the  business 
alone. 

Mr.  French  several  years  ago  wisely  invested  a 
portion  of  his  capital  in  land,  and  is  now  the  owner 
of  a  fine  farm  of  120  acres  in  Lockport  Township, 
which  is  conducted  by  a  tenant.  In  1861  he  put 
up  the  first  brick  residence  in  Constantine,  a  hand- 
some, roomy  structure,  which  not  only  makes  a 
very  desirable  home,  but  is  an  ornament  to  the 
town.  It  is  built  in  the  midst  of  handsome  grounds, 
and  there  are  about  it  all  the  indications  of  taste 
and  culture  for  which  the  proprietor  is  noted. 
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The  marriage  of  Albert  C.  French  and  Miss 
Esther  R.  Benham  took  place  at  the  home  of  the 
bride  in  Constantine  Village,  April  17,  1858.  This 
lady  is  the  eldest  daughter  of  the  late  Isaac  and 
Chloe  (Case)  Benham.  Mrs.  French  was  born  in 
Constantine,  Aug.  28,  1836,  and  is  a  lady  greatly 
esteemed  in  her  community,  possessing  more  than 
ordinary  intelligence  and  accomplishments. 

There  arc  few  men  in  St.  Joseph  County  whose 
record  has  been  more  creditable  or  pr.aiseworthy 
than  that  of  Mr.  French.  As  a  business  man  he  has 
been  active  and  enterprising,  prompt  to  meet  his 
obligations,  and  of  the  highest  integrity.  None 
have  taken  a  warmer  interest  in  the  growth  and 
development  of  St.  Joseph  County,  and  to  the  va- 
rious enterprises  tending  to  this  end  he  has  given 
his  uniform  encouragement  and  support.  He  has 
been  honored  with  many  positions  of  trust  and 
responsibility,  officiating  as  County  Recorder  and 
as  a  member  of  the  Common  Council,  and  occupying 
the  minor  offices.  Socially,  he  belongs  to  Constan- 
tine Chapter  No.  61,  R.  A.  M.,  in  which  he  has 
filled  all  the  offices,  and  for  a  period  of  five  years 
was  the  Master  of  Siloam  Lodge  No.  35,  F.  &  A. 
M.  He  also  belongs  to  the  Three  Rivers  Command- 
ery  No.  29,  K.  T.  He  is  one  of  the  most  conscien- 
tious supporters  of  Democratic  principles.  A  man 
of  decided  views,  he  keeps  himself  well  posted  upon 
matters  of  general  interest,  and  is  essentially  one  of 
those  who  form  the  bone  and  sinew  of  a  well-regu- 
lated community. 

ENRY  E.  ROOT,  a  wealthy  resident  of  Con- 
stantine Village,  where  he  is  living  in  retire- 
ment, is  well  known  throughout  Southern 
Michigan,  not  only  as  one  of  St.  Joseph 
County's  most  honored  citizens,  but  as  a  fine  repre- 
sentative of  the  noble  pioneers  who  have  plaj^ed 
such  an  active  part  in  her  development.  Coming 
here  in  all  the  strength  and  pride  of  early  manhood, 
he  has  not  only  witnessed  the  gradual  giving  way 
before  the  ax  of  the  pioneer  of  the  grand  old 
primeval  forest  that  for  centuries  had  covered  so 
much  of  this  region,  and  seen  large  towns  and  busy 
villages  take  the  place  of  the  humble  log  cabin  of 
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the  white  settlers,  or  the  wigwam  of  the  red  men, 
but  he  has  been  an  important  factor  in  bringing 
fi])0ut  this  change,  making  St.  Joseph  and  adjoin- 
ing counties  a  fruitful  and  prosperous  farming 
country,  where  commerce  and  manufactures  also 
nourish.  To  the  energy,  foresight  and  enterprise  of 
such  men  as  our  subject,  St.  Joseph  County  is  in- 
deed greatly  indebted  for  its  material  prosperity 
and  high  standing.  Mr.  Root  experienced  all  the 
])rivations  and  hardships  incidental  to  pioneer  life; 
l)ut  difliculties  fast  disappeared  before  his  indomita- 
ble will  and  steadfast  purpose  to  make  life  a  success, 
and  old  age  drawing  nigh  finds  him  w^ell  fortified 
against  material  misfortune. 

Our  subject  is  a  worthy  descendant  of  a  fine  old 
Massachusetts  faoiily  on  his  father's  side,  and  of 
sober  Connecticut  ancestry  on  his  mother's,  and  in 
the  ancient  town  of  Pittsfield,  in  the  former  State, 
he  first  opened  his  eyes  to  this  world  Dec.  5,  1813. 
lie  is  a  grandson  of  that  gallant  Colonel,  Oliver  Root, 
famous  in  the  military  annals  of  the  colonial  history 
(A  Massachusetts,  who  bore  so  honorable  a  part  in 
both  the  French  and  Indian  Wars,  and  in  the  lie  vo- 
lution. The  Colonel  w^as  a  son  of  Samuel  Root, 
and  losing  his  fatlier  when  he  was  quite  young,  at 
the  age  of  eight  years  he  was  bound  ^out  to  Mr. 
King,  of  Westfield,  Mass.,  to  learn  the  trade  of  a 
shoemaker.  When  he  was  a  lad  of  nearly  eighteen 
years  his  bold  and  ardent  spirit  led  him  to  enlist  in 
the  second  French  war  that  was  then  waging.  He 
had  an  eventful  experience  in  his  army  life,  as  is 
recorded  in  the  "Root  Genealogical  Records."  Ar- 
riviug  at  the  seat  of  war  the  sturdy  youth  was  as- 
signed to  the  famous  corps  of  rangers  organized  by 
Maj.  Robert  Rogers,  which  had  among  its  oihcers 
those  men  of  immortal  fame,  (ien.  John  Stark, 
Israel  Putnam,  and  others  of  like  character,  who 
altogether  made  one  of  the  most  splendid  mili- 
tary companies  known  in  history.  AVhcn  the  Revo- 
lutionary War  broke  out,  the  Colonel,  then  in  the 
l)rime  and  vigor  of  a  stalwart,  athletic  manhood, 
immediately  offered  his  services  to  the  Continental 
Army,  and  they  were  gladly  accepted,  and  he  served 
with  disticntion  among  the  many  noted  Colonial 
officers.  He  was  present  at  the  surrender  of  Bur- 
goyne  at  Saratoga,  in  October,  1777.  He  was  Ma- 
jor of  his   company  under  Col.   Brown   when    that 
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officer  fell  at  Stone  Arabia,  in  the  Valley  of  the 
Mohawk,  and  succeeded  to  the  command.  He  was 
a  man  of  fine  physique,  six  feet  and  one  inch  m 
height,  of  a  robust  constitution,  and  was  never  sick 
in  his  life  until  five  days  before  his  death.  With 
rare  disinterestedness  he  refused  to  apply  for  a  pen- 
sion, to  which  he  was  justly  entitled  for  the  valor 
and  patriotism  that  he  had  displayed  in  his  coun- 
try's defense  while  an  officer  of  the  Continental 
Army,  on  the  ground  that  the  act  of  Congress 
could  only  have  been  intended  for  the  benefit  of 
those  veterans  who  had  no  other  means  of  support, 
while  he  was  well  off.  The  old  warrior  is  now 
peacefully  sleeping  his  last  sleep  under  the  sod  of 
the  old  State  he  loved  so  well,  and  on  his  tomb- 
stone is  inscribed :  ''He  fought  the  enemies  of  his 
country  in  two  w^ars,  and  his  only  enemies  were 
the  enemies  of  his  country." 

His  son  Henry,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Pittsfield,  Mass.,  Oct.  21,  1783.  He  was 
married  to  Thankful  Johnson  in  1810.  She  was 
born  in  Haddam,  Conn..  Oct.  16,1785.  They  lo- 
cated in  Pittsfield,  where  he  was  actively  engaged 
in  farming  for  many  years,  and  there  his  venerable 
life  was  brought  to  a  close  May  3,  1863,  at  the  age 
of  nearly  ninety  years.  His  wife  survived  him  two 
years,  dying  Nov.  30,  1865.  During  their  pleas- 
ant wedded  life  of  over  fifty  years  nine  children 
were  born  to  them,  of  whom  our  subject  w^as  the 
third  in  order  of  birth,  and  is  now  the  only  sur- 
vivor. 

Our  subject  passed  his  early  life  in  Pittsfield  on  the 
old  liomestead  where  he  was  born  until  he  was  sixteen 
years  old,  when  he  was  ai)prenticed  to  learn  the 
tailor's  trade.  He  served  nearly  five  years,  and 
then  went  to  Hartford,  Conn.,  where  he  worked  as 
a  journeyman  for  two  years.  In  1835  he  went  to 
Medina,  Medina  Co.,  Ohio,  and  stopped  there  until 
the  spring  of  1836.  Then,  in  company  with  Will- 
iam G.  Bagg,  he  Avalked  through  the  forests  and 
swamps  of  the  intervening  country  to  Constantine. 
arriving  here  some  time  in  April.  He  at  once  be- 
criiii  to  work  at  his  trade,  and  continued  at  it  until 
the  spring  of  1838.  When  he  first  came  here  he 
entered  200  acres  of  land  in  Constantine  and  eighty 
acres  in  Cass  County,  and  in  the  spring  of  1838 
began  to  make  improvements,  and  in  the  following 
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spring  settled  on  his  land  in  Constantine.  He  con- 
tinued to  live  there,  and  actively  engaged  in  the 
development  of  a  farm  until  about  1852,  when  he 
returned  to  the  village  where  he  has  lived  since, 
with  the  exception  of  one  season  on  his  farm^v  For 
six  years  he  was  engaged  in  the  butchering  busi- 
ness here,  but  in  the  spring  of  1858  he  bought  the 
hotel  then  known  as  the  AYells  House,  but  now 
called  the  Romaine  House,  and  for  twenty-two 
years  was  successfully  engaged  in  its  management. 
In  his  capacity  as  ''mine  host"  he  was  a  great  favor- 
ite with  the  traveling  public,  as  he  was  ever  frank, 
ge:aial  and  obliging  in  his  manners,  and  his  wife, 
with  her  cheerful,  motherly  presence,  added  to  the 
popularity  of  their  hotel,  and  vied  with  him  in 
making  their  guests  comfortable.  Mr.  Root  leased 
his  hotel  in  1880,  and  has  since  lived  In  retire- 
ment, although  he  still  looks  after  his  farm  and 
other  propert3^  Besides  the  Romaine  House  he 
owns  436  acres  of  very  valuable  land,  all  in  Con- 
stantine Township.  In  all  his  career  as  a  business 
man  Mr.  Root  has  displayed  unusual  tact,  foresight 
and  ability,  and  all  his  transactions  have  been  con- 
ducted with  fairness  and  generosity.  He,  of  course, 
takes  a  keen  interest  in  the  affairs  of  the  county 
and  township,  with  which  he  has  been  identified  for 
so  many  years,  now  numbering  over  half  a  century, 
and  in  whose  upbuilding  he  has  borne  an  honorable 
part,  and  does  all  that  he  can  to  promote  the  vari- 
ous schemes  for  their  advancement.  Politically,  he 
stands  by  the  Democratic  party  as  one  of  itsstanch- 
est  adherents. 

More  than  fifty  ,years  ago  our  subject  was  united 
in  marriage  in  Constantine  to  Miss  Lucinda  Beck- 
with,  April  14,  1837,  being  the  date  of  their  wed- 
ding. Mrs.  Root  was  born  inSaybrook,  Ashtabula 
Co.,  Ohio,  Jan.  10,  1816,  and  was  the  sixth  child  in 
the  family  of  ten  children  of  the  late  Levi  and  Lu- 
cinda (Starkweather)  Beckwith,  w^ho  were  born  re- 
spectively in  Pittsiield,  Mass.,  in  1777,  and  in 
Connecticut  in  1782.  Her  parents  first  settled  in 
Vermont,  and  thence  removed  to  Ashtabula  County, 
of  which  they  were  early  pioneers.  They  subse- 
quently settled  in  the  township  of  Saybrook,  that 
county,  where  Mr.  Beckwith  bought  a  farm,  whereon 
he  and  his  family  lived  until  August,  1828,  when 
they  came  to  St.  Joseph  County,  this  State,  arriv- 
4« 


ing  at  a  point  on  the  White  Pigeon  Prairie,  Aug. 
6,  1828,  and  there  they  settled  near  the  wilderness, 
they  being  the  fifth  family  to  locate  on  that  prairie, 
and  Mr.  Beckwith  sowed  the  first  wheat  that  was 
ever  sown  on  the  prairie,  on  the  farm  which  is  n6w 
owned  by  Rodney  Beckwith.  They  settled  in  the 
southern  part  of  Constantine  Township,  where  they 
continued  to  live  until  death  called  them  hence,  the 
father  dying  in  September,  1839,  and  the  mother 
Aug.  10,  1846.  The  paternal  grandparents  of  Mrs. 
Root  lived  to  an  advanced  age.  The  marriage  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Root  has  been  blessed  to  them  b}^  the 
birth  of  a  family  of  five  children:  Henry  L. ; 
Charles  O.  and  Mary  L.,  deceased;  Clarissa  A. 
and  Aaron  C.  Clarissa  is  the  wife  of  Dr.  Will- 
iam E.  Jewett,  of  Adrian,  Mich.  Aaron,  who  is  a 
farmer  in  Constantine  Township,  married  Anna 
McGill,  and  they  have  one  child,  Henry  E.,  Jr. 
Henry  L.,  the  eldest,  is  unmarried  and  lives  with 
his  parents,  helping  his  father  in  the  care  of  his 
business  interests.  He  was  a  soldier  in  Company 
A,  49th  IMassachusetts  Infantry  (Col.  Bartlett  and 
Capt.  I.  C.  Weller),  was  severely  wounded  in  front 
of  Port  Hudson,  I^a.,  and  will  carry  its  effects  to 
his  grave.  He  was  serving  in  the  store  of  his  uncle 
at  the  breaking  out  of  the  Rebellion,  and  was  one 
of  the  noted  ''Allen  Guards"  of  Pittsfield,  Mass., 
who  enlisted  in  a  body  and  did  gallant  service  on 
many  a  hard-fought  field. 


R.  JAMES  W.  BECK,  dental  surgeon,  of 
Sturgis,  is  as  capable,  talented  and  popular 
a  member  of  his  profession,  and  as  true- 
hearted  and  esteemed  a  citizen  as  can  be 
found  in  St.  Joseph  County.  He  was  born  in  -To- 
ledo, Ohio,  Dec.  16,  1848.  His  father,  John  J. 
Beck,  was  of  English  birth,  the  place  of  his  nativity 
being  London,  England.  About  1830,  when  quite 
young,  he  came  with  his  parents  to  the  United 
States,  and  settled  near  Somerset,  Ohio.  He  after- 
ward went  to  Cincinnati,  and  was  for  many  years 
employed  as  bookkeeper  for  an  auction  commission 
firm.  He  thence  removed  to  Toledo,  and  in  1854 
to  Hudson,  Mich.,  where  he  lived  until  1865,  when 
he    came    with   his    family  to   Sturgis.     He  was  a 
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man  of  sterling  worth,  universally  respected  for 
his  integrity  and  upright  business  transactions,  and 
was  for  twenty-one  years  cashier  of  the  Sturgis  Na- 
tional Bank.  His  wife,  whom  he  married  while 
residing  in  Toledo,  died  in  May,  188G,  and  he, 
resigning  his  position  in  the  bank,  went  with  his 
daughter  to  San  Francisco,  dying  there  in  June, 
1888. 

Our  subject  passed  his  early  life  in  Toledo,  and 
after  coming  to  Michigan  completed  the  regular 
(course  of  study  at  the  High  School  at  Hudson.  In 
1870  he  established  himself  as  a  dentist  in  Monroe, 
this  State,  where  he  met  with  much  success,  contin- 
uing there  four  years.  In  1874  Dr.  Beck  opened 
an  office  in  Sturgis,  and  he  has  here  built  up  an 
extensive  and  lucrative  practice,  his  competency  in 
all  branches  of  his  vocation  having  won  him  a 
large  patronage,  customers  who  have  once  had  the 
benefit  of  his  skill  and  exi)erience  being  sure  to  call 
upon  him  for  any  further  needed  dental  work. 

Dr.  Beck  was  united  in  marriage,  Nov.  7,  1883, 
to  Miss  Mima,  daughter  of  Thomas  Naylor,  of  Mid- 
dlebury,  Ind.  Of  their  union  one  child  has  been 
born,  a  bright  and  interesting  little  daughter  named 
Ethel. 

Our  subject  takes  an  active  interest  in  the  growth 
and  prosperity  of  this  community,  aiding  all 
schemes  for  its  improvement,  and  has  served  faith- 
fully as  Village  Clerk  three  terms,  as  Township  Clerk 
one  term,  and  has  been  School  Inspector  two  years. 
Both  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Beck  are  valued  members  of 
society,  and  have  the  good  wishes  of  a  host  of 
friends  and  acquaintances. 

(F_,  ON.  JONATHAN  G.  WAIT,  a  prominent 
ffjj]  resident  of  the  city  of  Sturgis,  came  to  this 
^^^  region  during  its  Territorial  days,  in  1834. 
Ij^  He  was  then  a  young  man  twenty-three 
years  of  age,  having  been  born  in  Livingston 
County,  N.  Y.,  Nov.  22,  1811.  Nature  endowed 
him  with  fine  capacities  and  a  resolute  will,  and 
from  the  foot  of  the  ladder  in  life  he  has  arisen  to 
an  enviable  position  among  his  fellowmen. 

Josiah  and  Ann  (Graham)  Wait,  the  parents  of 
our  subject,  were  both  natives  of  the   town  of  Al- 


stead,  N.  H.,  whence  they  removed  after  their  mar- 
riage to  the  vicinity  of  Ovid,  in  Livingston  County, 
N.  Y.  Later  they  changed  their  residence  to 
Perry,  Lake  Co.,  Ohio,  where  they  lived  a  number 
of  years,  and  then  removed  to  LaPorte  County, 
Ind. 

The  patronymic  of  our  subject  has  been  spelled 
in  several  different  fashions,  namely :  Waite,  Wayte, 
Wayght,  Waight,  Wait,  Waitt,  Watt,  Weight  and 
Waiet.  It  has  been  traced  back  as  far  as  1075, 
to  William  the  Conqueror,  who  gave  the  earldom, 
city  and  castle  of  Norway  to  Ralph  D.  Waiet,  who 
was  the  son  of  an  Englishman  by  a  W^elsh  woman, 
and  who  married  Emma,  a  cousin  of  the  Conqueror. 
Among  their  descendants  were  Richard,  John  and 
Thomas,  who  were  among  the  earliest  settlers  of 
New  England.  Thomas  was  the  father  of  Josiah 
and  the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Jonathan  G. 
Wait. 

Reared  upon  the  farm  and  educated  in  the  com- 
mon schools,  our  subject  at  the  age  of  seventeen, 
being  a  bright  and  ambitious  youth,  commenced 
teaching  in  the  district  school,  which  occupation  he 
followed  at  intervals  for  several  years.  After  a 
brief  sojourn  upon  his  first  visit  to  this  State  he 
went  back  to  Ohio,  but  returned  the  following  year 
and  located  on  Sturgis  prairie,  where  he  commenced 
to  till  the  soil  and  build  up  a  homestead.  He  has 
since  occupied  the  land  which  he  secured,  and  has 
village  property  where  he  erected  four  houses  the 
first  year,  and  about  100  since,  owning  twelve  busi- 
ness houses  in  Sturgis  at  this  time.  He  soon  be- 
gan the  manufacture  of  boots  and  shoes,  and  at  the 
same  time  carried  on  a  cabinet  and  chair  manufact- 
ory, giving  employment  to  ten  or  fifteen  hands. 
This  was  before  the  days  of  machinery,  and  this 
business  was  conducted  a  period  of  fifteen  years. 
Subsequently  Mr.  AYait  became  interested  in  the 
manufacture  of  lumber,  and  in  1850  was  in  the  em- 
plo}"  of  the  Michigan  Southern  Railroad  Company, 
not  only  in  procuring  the  right  of  way  for  the  pro- 
jected road,  but  taking  heavy  contracts  in  the 
building  of  fences  and  depots. 

The  enterprise  and  energy  of  Mr.  Wait  obtained 

due   recognition  by  the  people  of  this  county,  and 

in  the  fall  of  1850  he  was  chosen  by  the  Whigs  as 

their  representative  in  the  General  Assembly.     He 
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served  during  the  administration  of  Gov.  Barry,  at 
which  time  occurred  the  great  contest  between  the 
Michigan  Central  &  Michigan  Southern  Railroads, 
the  latter  coming  out  victorious.  In  1857  Mr. 
Wait  helped  to  organize  the  Grand  Rapids  &  Indiana 
Railroad  Com  pan  v.  l)eing  elected  a  Director  thereof, 
a  position  which  he  has  held  to  the  present  time. 
During  that  year  he  superintended  the  grading  and 
bridging  of  twelve  miles  of  this  road.  In  1860  he 
was  elected  to  the  State  Senate,  serving  satisfactor- 
ily, and  re-elected  two  successive  terms,  during 
which  time  he  had  charge  of  many  important  mat- 
ters, including  the  bills  for  the  extension  of  the 
time  for  constructing  the  Grand  Rapids  &  Indiana 
Railway.  This  was  then  considered  a  very  impor- 
tant project,  especially  to  the  people  of  Sherman, 
Burr  Oak,  Fawn  River  and  Sturgis  Townships. 
Previous  to  this  Mr.  A¥ait  had  served  as  Township 
Clerk,  Supervisor,  and  Justice  of  the  Peace  many 
years.  In  fact  his  whole  life  has  been  largely  de- 
voted to  public  duties,  in  the  discharge  of  which 
he  has  acquitted  himself  in  a  conscientious  and 
praiseworthy  manner. 

Mr.  Wait  when  nearly  twenty- eight  years  of  age 
was  wedded,  Oct.  20,  1839,  to  Miss  Susan  S.,  daugh- 
ter of  George  and  Mary  (Ilershey)  Buck.  This 
lady  was  born  in  Erie  County.  N.  Y.,  Jan.  8,  1821. 
Her  parents,  natives  of  Erie  Count}',  Pa.,  emi- 
grated to  Michigan  during  the  days  of  its  earliest 
settlement,  in  1828.  The  father  was  a  farmer  by 
occupation,  and  built  up  a  good  homestead  from  the 
wilderness  of  Sturgis  Township,  this  count3^  Their 
family  consisted  of  seven  children,  three  of  whom 
are  living. 

To  our  subject  and  his  estimable  wife  there  have 
been  born  the  following  children:  William  H. 
II.,  April  25,  1842;  Daniel  G.,  March  24,  1844; 
George,  June  18,  1846;  Mary  E.,  Sept.  28,  1847; 
Thaddeus  P.,  Dec.  28,  1849;  Arthur  H.,  April  2, 
1851;  Jay  G.,  Aug.  1,  1854;  Jessie,  Oct.  14,  1856; 
Frank  W.,  Dec.  22,  1858;  Lee  E.,  July  22,  1861, 
and  Henry.  Thaddeus  adopted  the  profession  of 
law,  entering  upon  the  practice  of  his  profession  at 
Sturgis;  he  died  in  California. 

Mr.  Wait  was  reared  in  the  doctrines  of  the  Bap- 
tist Church.  Politically,  he  votes  the  straight 
Republican   ticket,  and  energetically  supports  the 
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principles  of  his  party.  He  established  the  Sturgis 
Journal  in  1860,  and  continued  to  run  the  same 
until  1875.  Mr.  Wait  is,  and  has  been  for  a  num- 
ber of  years,  very  extensively  engaged  in  the  mer- 
cantile business,  and  kept  four  peddling  wagons  on 
the  road  for  several  years. 
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Tw/OHN  M.  HUFFMAN  has  been  a  resident 
of  St.  Joseph  County  for  fort}^  years,  and 
until  his  retirement  from  the  active  cares  of 
life  to  his  present  home  on  section  23,  just 
outside  of  the  corporate  limits  of  the  village  of 
Constantine,  was  connected  with  its  agricultural  in- 
terests. He  was  a  practical,  skillful  farmer,  and 
worked  his  farm  in  Park  Township  to  such  good 
advantage  that  he  gained  a  comfortable  competence, 
and  can  now  pass  his  remaining  years  without  the 
necessity  of  hard  labor. 

Our  subject  comes  of  good  Pennsylvania  stock. 
His  parents,  Samuel  and  Polly  (Jones)  Huffman, 
were  both  natives  of  the  Keystone  State,  and  there 
spent  their  whole  lives,  dying  in  Clarion  County. 
The  father  was  a  substantial  farmer,  and  he  and  his 
wife  were  held  in  general  esteem  by  those  who  knew 
them  for  their  many  solid  virtues.  They  had  a  fam- 
ily of  nine  children,  of  whom  our  sul)ject  was  the 
fourth  in  order  of  birth. 

Mr.  Huffman  was  born  June  22,  1824,  in  Clarion 
County,  Pa.,  and  there  on  the  old  homestead  grew 
to  sturdy  manhood.  He  was  reared  to  the  life  of  a 
farmer,  and  remained  an  inmate  of  the  parental 
home,  affording  his  father  active  assistance  in  the 
management  of  his  agricultural  affairs  until  1849. 
He  was  then  twenty-five  years  old,  and  had  ob- 
tained a  good  start  in  life,  so  he  determined  to  try 
farming  in  Michigan,  and  build  up  a  home  here. 
With  that  end  in  view  he  came  to  St.  Joseph 
County,  and  settled  in  Fabius  Township.  A  few 
years  later  he  removed  to  Park  Township,  of  which 
he  remained  a  resident  for  twenty-eight  years.  He 
became  the  possessor  of  a  farm  there,  comprising 
eighty  acres  of  as  fertile  and  productive  land  as  is 
to  be  found  in  the  limits  of  the  county.  This,  by 
careful  cultivation  and  constantl}^  added    improve- 
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meiits,  lie  greatly  increased  in  value,  and  it  was 
classed  among  the  fine  farms  of  the  township,  and 
when  he  desired  to  retire  from  active  labor  he  had 
no  difficulty  in  disposing  of  it  at  a  good  price.  In 
May,  1885,  he  sold  all  of  his  property  in  Park 
Township  and  came  to  this  village,  where  he  owns 
a  small  place,  to  spend  his  declining  years  in  re- 
tirement. 

Mr.  Huffman  has  been  three  times  married.     His 
first  marriage,  which  took  place  in  Clarion  County, 
Pa.,  was  to   Lucinda  Briggs.     By  her  he  had  two 
children:    Margaret,  who   is  the  wife  of  P^manuel 
8trome,and  Dorsey,  who  is  a  resident  of  Muskegon. 
Mrs.  Huffman's  wedded  life  was  of  brief  duration, 
as  she  died  while  yet  young,  in   Fabius  Township, 
April  19,  1854.     The  second  marriage  of  our  sub- 
ject was  to  Elizabeth  Miller,  and  the  following  is 
the  record  of  the  four  children  born  to  them:  P^ffie 
is  the  wife  of   Emanuel    P^ichholtz;    Samuel    died 
when  about  two  and  one-half  years  old ;  Ada  lives 
at  home  with   her  father,  and  Charles  died  in  in- 
fancy.    Mr.  Huffman's   second   wife  died  in  Park 
Township,  June  9,  1877,  and  he  was  again  married, 
June  21,  1878,   being  then   united  to   Mrs.  Louisa 
Richmond,  his  present  wife.   She  was  born  in  Tioga 
County,  N.  Y.,  March  16,  1830.    She  has  also  been 
three  times  married.     Her  first  husband  was  Josiah 
N.  Fisher,  who  died  in  Ligonier,  Ind.  By  that  mar- 
riage  she  had   five   children,  as  follows:  Eliza  O., 
who  is  the  wife  of  Lewis  H.  Bossett;  Frank  lives  in 
Three  Rivers;  Albert  lives   in  Denver,  Col.;  Fred 
lives  in    Lansing,  Mich.,  and  Alva  J.  lives  in  Chi- 
cago, 111.     Mrs.  Huffman's   second  marriage  was  to 
John  Richmond,  who  died  in  Ohio.     One  daughter 
was  born  of  that   marriage,  Minnie  R.,  who   is  the 
wife  of  Thomas  J.  Keene.     Mrs.  Huffman  is  a  de- 
voted member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  her  daily 
life  is  guided  by  the   highest  Christian   principles. 
Mrs.   Huffman's    maiden  name  was  Louisa   Tracy, 
and  she  is  a  daughter   of  Erastus  and   Eliza  (Ar- 
nold) Tracy,  natives  respectively  of  Massachusetts 
and   Unadilla,  N.  Y.     After  marriage  her   parents 
settled  in  Tioga  County,  N.  Y.,  and  thence  subse- 
quently   came    to   St.  Joseph   County,   this  State. 
They  settled  in  Constantine,  where  he  died  in  June, 
1884.     Mrs.  Huffman's  mother  still  survives,  at  an 
advanced  age.     They  were  among  the  earliest  set- 


tlers of  this  county.  They  had  nine  children,  of 
whom  Mrs.  Huffman  was  the  second,  as  follows: 
James,  Louisa,  Romelia,  Mary,  Martha;  Levi  and 
Lavina,  twins;  Walter  B.  and  John. 

Mr.  Huffman,  although  not  among  the  early  set- 
tlers of  St.  Joseph  County,  has  some  claim  to  be 
classed  among  its  pioneers,  as  in  improving  his 
farm  he  did  his  share  in  developing  and  strengthen- 
ing the  great  agricultural  interests  of  this  part  of 
Southern  Michigan.  He  stands  high  among  his 
neighbors  as  a  man  of  truthful,  honest,  kindly  na- 
ture, and  one  on  whom  they  can  rely  for  friendly 
aid  or  wise  counsel.  In  his  political  sentiments  he 
is  a  sound  Republican,  giving  stanch  support  to  his 
party. 
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JOSEPH  B.  CATT()N,a  retired  farmer  living 
pleasantly  and  comfortably  in  Constantine 
Village,  has  been  a  witness  of  almost  the  en- 

Wjj  tire  growth  of  St.  Joseph  County,  from  the 
primeval,  forest  covered  land  of  more  than  half  a 
century  ago  to  its  present  advanced  state  as  a 
w^ealthy  agricultural  region,  where  commerce  and 
manufactures  also  flourish,  as  in  1833,  wiien  he 
was  nine  years  of  age,  his  parents,  John  and  Mary 
(Barnard)  Catton,  came  to  this  count}^  and  cast  in 
their  lot  with  the  earliest  pioneers  of  Southern 
INIichigan,  and  with  tlie  exception  of  a  few  years 
he  has  been  a  resident  here  ever  since.  He  was  for 
a  long  time  subseciuent  to  attaining  manhood  act- 
ively identified  with  the  agricultural  interests  of 
tlie  county,  and  still  owns  a  valuable  farm  of  200 
acres  in  Constantine  Township.  He  has  therefore 
been  a  factor  in  developing  the  county,  and  as  such 
we  are  glad  to  represent  him  in  this  biographical 
work,  wdiere  the  record  of  so  many  of  St.  Joseph 
County's  pioneers  and  leading  men  is  preserved  for 
the  edification  of  the  present  and  coming  genera- 
tions. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  natives  of  York- 
shire, England,  and  there  grew  to  maturity  and 
married.  In  1832,  determining  to  avail  themselves 
of  the  numerous  advantages  that  the  Lnited  States 
of  America  presented  over  the  mother  country, 
they  emigrated  with  their  famih'  of  five  sons  and 
three  daughters  to  these  hospitable  shores,  and  for 
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awhile  lived  in  the  State  of  New  York.  The  fol- 
lowing year  they  came  to  St.  Joseph  County  and 
settled  in  White  Pigeon  Township,  of  which  they 
thus  early  became  pioneers.  Tliey  lived  there  for 
many  years,  and  patiently  endured  the  discomforts 
and  even  hardships  of  life  in  a  newly  settled  coun- 
try. They  afterward  spent  seven  years  in  Indiana, 
but  returned  to  this  State  and  settled  once  more  in 
St.  Joseph  County,  and  finally  passed  to  the  home 
beyond  the  grave  from  their  earthly  home  in  Con- 
stantine  Township. 

He  of  whom  we  write  was  the  youngest  child  of 
those  worthy  people,  and  is  now  the  only  surviving 
member  of  the  family.  He  was  born  in  Yorkshire, 
England,  Aug.  12,  1824,  and  was  quite  young  when 
he  accomi)anied  his  parents  across  the  Atlantic  to 
make  his  home  in  the  future  on  this  continent,  and 
as  time  passed  on  to  become  a  respected  citizen  of 
one  of  the  great  commonwealths  forming  the  United 
States.  He  lived  with  his  parents  until  their  death, 
including  seven  years'  residence  in  Indiana.  In 
1852  he  was  smitten  with  the  eager  thirst  for  gold 
that  sent  so  many  of  our  countrymen  and  the  peo- 
ple of  other  nationalities  flocking  across  the  great 
plains  and  over  the  Pocky  iNIountains  to  Cali- 
fornia, to  seek  for  the  precious  metal.  Two  years 
he  spent  mining  in  that  State,  and  his  hard  toil 
met  with  due  reward,  and  at  the  end  of  that 
time  he  returned  to  St.  Joseph  C\>unty,  well  satis- 
fied with  liis  gains,  to  settle  down  in  life.  He 
turned  his  attention  to  farming  in  Constantine 
Township,  and  was  so  successful  in  his  venture  that 
in  November,  1886,  he  retired  to  his  present  home, 
to  enjoy  the  present  competence  that  he  had  won 
by  lionest  and  untiring  industry,  and  now  lives 
very  quietly,  surrounded  by  all  the  comforts  that 
heart  could  wish. 

Mr.  Catton  was  married  in  Mottville  Township, 
Jan,  1,  1855.  to  Mrs.  Elmira  Shellenberger,  daugh- 
ter of  Tobias  and  Catherine  Hassenger.  Her  par- 
en.ts  came  to  St.  Joseph  County  in  1846,  and  set- 
tled in  the  western  part  of  Constantine  Township, 
wliere  the  father  died  Jan.  8,  1874,  when  he  was 
within  three  weeks  of  being  sixty-two  years  of  age. 
She  died  on  the  1 1th  of  December,  1888,  lacking  but 
a  few  w^eeks  of  completing  her  eighty-first  year. 
Both  were  natives  of  Allegheny   County,  Pa.,  and 


both  when  young  emigrated  to  Richland  County, 
Ohio,  where  they  were  married.  They  removed  to 
AVood  County,  Ohio,  and  later  to  St.  Joseph  County, 
Mich.,  settling  upon  a  farm  in  tlie  western  part  of 
Constantine  Township,  on  which  place  they  lived 
until  the  death  of  the  father,  after  wdiich  the  mother 
removed  to  the  residence  of  her  youngest  daughter 
in  Constantine  Township,  where  her  death  occurred. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hassenger  wei'e  the  parents  of  eleven 
children,  three  daughters  and  eight  sons,  and  Mrs. 
Catton  was  their  third  child  in  order  of  birth.  She 
was  born  in  Richland  County,  Ohio,  Aug.  7,  J  832. 

Mr.  and  ^Irs.  Catton  have  had  four  children,  of 
whom  the  following  is  recorded:  Mary  E.  is  the 
wife  of  INIorris  IIa>anan;  George  F.  is  married  to 
Lutie,  daughter  of  William  and  Ruth  Simmons, 
has  two  children,  and  lives  on  his  father's  farm  in 
Constantine  Township;  Willie  died  in  infancy,  and 
Heruy  ll  is  a  teacher  in  Constantine  Townshi}). 

Mr.  Catton  is  in  every  sense  of  tlie  i)lirase  a  good 
man.  He  has  been  industrious  and  thrifty,  and  al- 
ways dealing  fairly  and  squarely  with  his  fellow- 
men,  deserves  that  prosperity  shoidd  smile  on  him. 
In  his  wife  Mr.  Catton  secured  a  true  helpmate, 
one  who  is  a  judicious  and  capable  manager,  wlio 
has  actively  co-operated  with  him  in  his  work,  and 
has  never  neglected  the  comfort  of  her  household. 
She  and  her  husband  are  true  C'hristians  and  are  es- 
teemed members  of  the  Reformed  Church,  of  which 
he  is  an  Elder.  Tliey  are  very  jjleasant,  amial)le 
people,  whom  to  know  is  to  like.  ]\Ir.  Catton  inter- 
ests himself  in  the  political  affairs  of  the  Nation, 
and  warmly  espouses  the  cause  of  the  Democratic 
party. 


DAM  GENTZLER.  In  reviewing  the  ca- 
reer of  this  gentleman,  we  must  admit  that 
the  lines  have  apparently  fallen  to  him  in 
pleasant  places.  Of  a  temperament  genial, 
pleasant  and  companionable,  he  is  a  man  who  at 
once  secures  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  all  whose 
good  fortune  it  is  to  make  his  acquaintance.  He  is 
a  universal  favorite  in  the  social  and  business  cir- 
cles of  Constantine,  and  occupies  a  well-appointed 
home  on  section  11.  He  has  a  comfortable  dwell- 
ing, a  particularly  good  barn,  and  the   other  out- 
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buildings  necessary  for  the  modern  agriculturist, 
and  has  gathered  around  him  all  of  the  comforts 
and  many  of  the  luxuries  of  life.  Generous  and 
public-spirited,  he  has  not  thought  alone  of  his  own 
interests,  but  as  he  has  had  opportunity  has  uni- 
formly labored  for  the  best  interests  of  his  com- 
munity. The  example  of  such  a  man  is  everywhere 
felt,  and  is  untold  in  its  results. 

The  Gentzler  family  came  originally  from  Wur- 
temberg,  Germany.  The  first  emigrant  came  here 
with  his  wife  prior  to  the  Revolution.  He  was,  we 
believe,  named  Conrad,  and  was  the  great-grand- 
father  of  our  subject.  He  enlisted  in  the  Conti- 
nental Army,  and  served  seven  years,  or  during  the 
entire  struggle  for  indei)endence.  On  receiving  his 
discharge,  and  being  about  to  set  out  for  his  home, 
he  was  shot  and  instantly  killed,  by  mistake  of  a 
sentinel.  He  left  a  wife  and  three  sons  at  his  home 
in  York  County,  Fa.  His  widow  again  married, 
and  lived  to  an  extreme  old  age,  being  past  ninety 
at  the  time  of  her  death.  Of  the  sons,  Philip  lived 
and  died  in  York  County,  Pa. ;  he  lived  to  be  ninety- 
four  years  old,  and  was  father  of  fourteen  children. 
Conrad  removed  to  McConnellsville,  Pa.,  where  he 
owned  a  hotel.  He  is  supposed  to  have  taken  part 
in  Shay's  rebellion,  as  about  that  time  he  disap- 
peared, and  his  property  was  never  claimed. 

George  Gentzler,  grandfather  of  Adam,  was  the 
youngest  son.  He  was  born  shortly  after  his  father 
entered  the  patriot  army,  probably  in  the  latter  xjart 
of  1776  or  1777,  in  York  County,  Pa.  He  worked  at 
shoemaking,  but  after  his  marriage  became  a  farmer, 
settling  in  Washington  Township,  in  his  native 
county.  He  was  successful  in  his  chosen  vocation, 
and  accumulated  considerable  property.  He  died 
of  cancer,  in  his  sixty-fifth  year.  His  wife  was 
Margaret  Law,  also  a  native  of  York  County.  She 
survived  her  husband  many  years,  emigrating  to 
Michigan  with  her  son  Jacob,  and  dying  at  White 
Pigeon  in  1857,  aged  eighty-four.  Jacob  was  the 
only  child  of  George  and  Margaret  Gentzler,  and 
was  born  in  Washington  Township,  York  Co.,  Pa., 
Dec.  IG,  1798.  He  was  married  to  Elizabeth  Speck, 
Oct.  14,  1819.  She  was  born  in  Lancaster  County, 
Pa.,  Jan.  14,  1800.  After  a  few  years'  sojourn  in 
their  native  State,  they  gathered  together  their  per- 
sonal effects  and  made  their  way  to  the  young  and 


growing  State  of  Michigan.  Coming  to  this  county 
in  1849,  the  father  first  settled  on  a  tract  of  land  in 
White  Pigeon  Township,  but  later  they  removed  to 
Florence  Township,  where  they  spent  the  remainder 
of  their  lives.  Jacob  Gentzler  looked  his  last  upon 
the  scenes  of  earth  at  the  old  homestead,  May  16, 
1871.  The  mother  survived  her  husband  twelve 
years,  dying  June  20,  1883. 

To  the  parents  of  our  subject  there  were  born 
eleven  children,  as  follows;  Margaret  was  twice 
married,  first  to  Peter  Stickle,  of  York  County,  Pa., 
and  after  his  death  to  John  Alvey,  of  Florence 
Township,  this  county;  George  died  at  his  farm  in 
Park  Township;  Martin  was  accidentally  scalded  to 
death  in  childhood;  John  was  killed  at  the  age  of 
sixteen,  by  the  kick  of  a  colt;  Elizabeth  died  in 
Kansas,  where  she  had  removed  with  her  husband, 
Richard  Stokes.  The  survivors  of  the  family  are: 
Catherine,  widow  of  Leonard  Kapp,  of  Fabius 
Township;  Adam  was  next;  William,  unmarried, 
is  a  resident  of  Nottawa  Township;  Mary  Ann  is 
the  wife  of  Solomon  Chronister,  of  Florence  Town- 
ship ;  of  Jacob  a  sketch  is  given  elsewhere ;  Sarah 
A.  lives  in  Nottawa  Township,  and  is  the  wife  of 
Henry  Limbach,  formerly  Treasurer  of  St.  Joseph 
County.  Adam  Gentzler,  our  subject,  was  born  in 
Washington  Township,  York  Co.,  Pa.,  July  12, 
1827.  His  childhood  and  youth  were  spent  amid 
the  quiet  pursuits  of  farm  life,  but  when  approach- 
ing manhood,  like  many  of  that  age,  desirous  of  a 
change,  engaged  in  a  woolen-mill  for  a  period  of 
four  years.  Aside  from  this  he  has  been  engaged 
in  farming  all  his  life.  He  remained  a  resident  of 
his  native  county  until  coming  to  Michigan  in  April, 
1853,  joining  his  parents  after  they  had  resided  here 
a  period  of  four  years.  He  had  then  been  married, 
and  now  took  up  a  tract  of  land  in  Park  Township, 
upon  which  he  operated  twelve  years,  then  removed 
to  Constantine  Township,  of  which  he  has  since 
been  a  resident. 

Mr.  Gentzler  was  married  in  Carroll  Township, 
York  Co.,  Pa.,  July  12,  1849,  to  Miss  Lydia  A. 
Lehmer,  who  was  born  there  Feb.  19,  1828.  Mrs. 
Gentzler  is  the  daughter  of  John  and  Susannah 
(Fickes)  Lehmer,  who  were  natives  of  York  County, 
Pa.,  and  spent  their  last  days  in  this  county,  both 
dying  in  Constantine.    This  lady  became  the  mother 
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of  five  children,  and  departed  this  life  at  the  home- 
stead in  Constantine  Township,  Aug.  18,  1885. 
Their  eldest  son,  Jacob  L.,  is  farming  on  his  own 
land  not  far  from  the  homestead ;  Susan  died  in  in- 
fancy; John  R.  is  a  resident  of  Florence  Township; 
Elizabeth  N.  married  George  W.  Hamilton,  of  Con- 
stantine; Mary  E.  became  the  wife  of  B.  H.  Sevi- 
son,  and  died  at  her  home  in  Florence  Township, 
in  August,  1880. 

Our  subject  has  been  a  member  of  the  Evangeli- 
cal Lutheran  Church  a  period  of  forty-five  years, 
his  parents  and  grandparents  having  also  long  been 
members  of  the  same  church.  Of  this  church  his 
estimable  wife  was  also  an  adherent  for  many  years 
before  her  death.  She  was  a  good  woman  in  the 
broadest  sense  of  the  term,  benevolent  and  charit- 
able, and  was  connected  with  the  Ladies'  Aid  So- 
ciety. Mr.  Gentzler  attained  his  majority  in  his 
native  State,  and  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for 
Lewis  Cass.  He  has  ever  since  been  a  stanch  sup- 
porter of  the  Democratic  party.  While  a  resident 
of  Park  Township  he  was  a  member  of  the  School 
Board,  and  held  the  offices  of  Justice  of  the  Peace 
and  Highwa}^  Commissioner.  He  is  of  a  retiring  dis- 
position, however,  in  nowise  anxious  for  the  re- 
sponsibilities of  public  life,  preferring  to  give  his 
attention  to  his  farm  and  his  fireside.  Of  late  years 
he  has  turned  his  attention  largely  to  stock-raising, 
also  buying  and  shipping.  His  farm  embraces  193 
acres  of  good  land,  which  has  been  brought  to  a 
thorough  state  of  cultivation,  and  is  valued  at  a 
oood  round  sum. 
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^  APT.  FRANCIS  BUNGAY,  a  retired  farmer 
of  Ccmstantine,  is  a  son  of  one  of  the  ear- 


^^^J  liest  pioneers  of  this  tow^iship  and  county, 
and  has  himself  been  an  active  factor  in  i)romoting 
their  growth  and  the  development  of  their  exten- 
sive agricultural  interests,  and  he  is  still  the  owner 
of  a  farm  in  Constantine  Township.  His  long 
residence  here,  as  boy  and  man,  of  fifty-six  years 
has  made  him  widely  known  throughout  the  county, 
and  he  is  greatly  respected  as  a  man  of  irreproach- 
able habits  and  spotless  reputation. 

The  parents  of  our  subject.  Fi'ancis  and   Eliza- 


beth (xVndrews)  Bungay,  ^veve  natives  of  England. 
Some  years  after  tlieir  marriage  they  emigrated  to 
this  coimtry,  in  the  year  1831,  and  for  a  time  dwelt 
in  New  York  City.  From  there  the,y  removed  to 
Somerset  County,  N.  J.,  where  tliey  lived  about  two 
years.  In  1833  they  came  to  St.  Joseph  County 
and  settled  in  Avhat  is  now^  the  village  of  Constan- 
tine. On  their  arrival  here  they  found  the  country 
round  al)Out  sparsely  settled  by  a  few  hard}',  coura- 
geous people,  and  the  primeval  forests  that  had 
stood  here  for  centuries  had  scarcely  begun  to  yield 
to  the  ax  of  the  pioneer.  Mr.  Bungay  plied  his 
trade  of  carpenter  to  some  extent,  and  also  estab- 
lished a  bakery  in  Constantine,  which  was  the  first 
one  in  town,  and  one  of  the  earliest  in  Southern 
Michigan.  He  also  engaged  in  the  mercantile  an( 
drug  business  with  a  man  of  the  name  of  Marsliall, 
and  they  w^ere  together  until  the  death  of  Mr.  l>iin- 
gay,  Aug.  21,  1838.  In  his  premature  deatli  Con- 
stantine lost  an  invaluable  citizen,  as  he  w^as  a  man 
of  versatile  genius,  full  of  enterprise,  and  if  he 
had  lived  would  no  doubt  have  been  an  important 
factor  in  building  up  its  business  interests.  His 
wife  died  in  Constantine  in  1851.  Their  family 
consisted  of  four  children,  all  born  in  England,  and 
all  of  whom  accompanied  them  to  this  country. 
Tlie  eldest  was  Maria,  who  staid  in  New  York 
after  her  parents  had  removed  AYest.  She  siil)se- 
quently  w^ent  to  Detroit,  wliere  she  was  married, 
and  died  in  Illinois;  George  AV.  is  the  w^ell-kiiown 
temperance  lecturer,  poet  and  newspaper  man,  whose 
reputation  extends  over  the  entire  country;  our 
subject  was  next  in  order  of  birth;  then  Thomas, 
who  was  employed  as  a  pilot  on  the  St.  Josei)h 
River,  and  died  in  Constantine,  when  al)Out  twenty- 
seven  years  old. 

Francis  was  born  in  Suffolk  County,  England, 
June  18,  1825,  and  was  six  years  old  when  he  came 
to  the  United  States  with  his  parents,  and  since  ac- 
companying them  to  their  pioneer  home  in  Con- 
stantine has  been  a  resident  of  St.  Joseph  County. 
He  was  thirteen  years  old  when  his  father  died,  and 
he  was  then  thrown  on  his  ow^n  resources,  his 
mother  l)emg  left  without  means  through  the 
treachery  of  others.  He  and  liis  brother  manfully 
cared  for  her,  and  with  filial  affection  lookcnl  after 
her   every  ccmifort  and    saw^  that  she  wanted   for 
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nothing  that  was  in  their  power  to  supply  as  long 
as  slie  was  spared  to  them.    In  his  earlier  years  our 
subject   foUowed    different   occupations,    working 
hard  at   anything  tliat  lie  could  tind  to  do  to  turn 
an  lionest  penny.    1  le  learned  tlie  blacksmith's  trade, 
whicli  he  pursued   for  many  years,  and   for  seven- 
teen yeai's  was  employed  hy  the  Constantine  Fur- 
nace Company,     lie  was  also  engaged  in  a  sawmill 
in  CV^nstantine  f<n'  ten  years,  and  worked  in  a  flour- 
ino'-mill  for  ten  yeai'S  as  a  packer,  at  wliich  business 
he  became  an  expert.     lie    obtained    the    title  of 
Captain  on    account  of    running  excursions  from 
Hu'ee  Rivers  to  Constantine  and  return  for  several 
seasons,  until  the  dam  was  built  across  the  river  at 
Constantine.     in   the  meantime  he  bought  a  farm 
in  Constantine  Township,  which   he  still  owns  and 
supervises,  although  he  has  retired  from  the  more 
active  labors  connected  with  its  managt3ment.     It 
contains  forty   acres  at  the  present  time,  although 
he  first  l)Ouglit  120  acres,  but  he  has  disposed  of  the 
larger  part  of  it  at  a  profitable  price.    He  also  owns 
a  neat  and  comfortable  house  and  lot  in  Constan- 
tine AMllage,  and  is  well  off  in  this  world's  goods. 
Our  subject  has  been  twice  married,  first  in  Con- 
stantine Village,  to  INliss  Isabella  Catton.     She  was 
born  in  England,  April  18, 1828,  and  was  a  daughter 
of  William  and  Mary  Jane  Catton.  Mrs.  Bungay  was 
a  woman  of  fine  character,  who  devoted  herself  to 
the  interests  of  her  family,  and  her  death  in  Con- 
stantine, March  30,  1879,  was  a  sad  bereavement  to 
husband,  children    and    friends.     Capt.    JUmgay's 
second  marriage,  which  took  place  in  Constantine, 
Aug.  9,  1881,  was  to  iVIrs.  Charlotte  (Jewett)  De- 
Long,  daughter  of  the  late  Kri  and  Harriett  (Win- 
chell)  Jewett,  who  died  at  Vistula,  Ind.,  and  the 
widow  of  David  DeLong,  who  died  in  Brimfleld, 
Ind.,  Oct.    10,   1866.     Mrs.   Ihmgay   was   born  in 
Sangerfield,  Oneida  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Oct.  4,  1836.     \n 
1858    the    family    emigrated    thence   to    Astabula 
CVjunty,    Ohio,    where    they    remained    about   ten 
years,  then  coming  to  Constantine,  in  which  phice 
they  staid  until   1873,  when  they  removed  to  Vis- 
tula, Ind.     Mrs.  Bungay  is  in  every  particular  an 
estimable  woman,  who  looks   attentively  after  the 
comforts  of  the  household,  and  merits  the  affection 
in  which  she  is  held   by  all  who  come  under  her 
influence.     Mr.  r>ungav  had  three  children  l>y  his 
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first  marriage,  namely:  Maria  L.,  who  was  the  wife 
of  Frederick  Ilagenbauch,  and  wlio  died  in  Fabius 
Township,  Dec.  27,  1882;  George  R.,  who  married 
Joanna  Schultzand  lives  in  (roshen,  Ind.;  and  Fan- 
nie, Avho  lives  in  South  Ikmd,  Ind. 

In  whatever  relation  of  life  our  subject  has  been 
placed  he  has  done  his  duty  in  a  manly,  straight- 
forward way.  As  a  son,  he  was  respectful  and 
ol)edient,  and  cared  for  his  mother  with  great  ten- 
derness; toward  his  family  he  has  always  been  all 
that  a  kind  father  and  husband  can  be;  Avitli  his 
neighl)ors,  he  is  ever  cordial  and  helpful;  and  as  a 
citizen,  he  never  hesitates  to  do  all  that  in  him  lies 
to  improve  tlie  township  materially  and  morally. 
He  is  possessed  of  a  thoughtful,  sympathetic  nature, 
and  the  wrongs  of  others  find  in  him  an  earnest 
champion.  He  is  well  known  for  his  advocacy  of 
temperanc  s  and  for  the  stand  that  betakes  against 
the  use  of  tobacco.  In  his  political  faith  he 
strongly  adheres  to  the  Republican  party.  Relig- 
iously, he  was  formerly  identified  with  the  F>aptist 
and  Reformed  Church.  l)ut  is  at  present  a  member 
of  the  Congregational  Cliurch,  as  is  his  wife. 


^ACOI>  F.  SIMUFFFR  occupies  an  assured 
position  in  the  farming  community  of  St. 
Joseph  County,  and  his  farm  on  section  35, 
(^Jj  Constantine  Township,  with  its  well-tilled 
acres  and  substantial  buildings,  is  considered  one 
of  the  best  managed  and  most  productive  estates  in 
this  locality. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Tuscarawas  Townshii), 
Stark  Co.,  Ohio,  July  22,  1834,  and  is  a  son  of 
Christian  and  Christiana  (Fnsminger)  Stauffer,  na- 
tives respectively  of  Dauphin  and  Lebanon  Ck)un- 
ties.  Pa.  After  marriage  his  parents  settled  in 
Lebanon  County  at  first,  and  then  left  Pennsyl- 
vania for  Ohio,  and  became  pioneers  of  Stark 
County.  They  built  up  a  comfortable  home  in  the 
wilderness,  and  continued  to  make  their  residence 
there  until  death,  Mr.  Stauffer  having  carried  on 
farming.  To  those  worthy  people  twelve  children 
were  born,  and  our  subject  was  the  seventh  son. 

The  latter  was  reared  on  his  father's  farm  amid  tlie 
pioneer  influences  that  prevailed  in  these  States  in 
■- ■■■— ||i> 
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those  days,  and  when  he  attained  manhood,  he 
chose  to  follow  the  calling  of  farmer,  to  which  he 
had  been  reared,  and  for  several  years  was  engaged 
in  agricnlture  in  his  native  county.  By  industry 
and  wise  economy,  at  the  early  age  of  twenty  years 
he  already  had  secured  a  sufficient  competence  to 
justify  his  establishing  a  home  of  his  own,  and 
March  22,  1855,  lie  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Barbara  Hoffman,  the  ceremony  taking  place  in 
Stark  County,  Ohio.  She  was  a  native  of  Bedford 
County,  Pa.,  and  of  tlieir  pleasant  wedded  life  eight 
children  were  born,  as  follows:  John,  who  died  in 
childhood;  Lucinda,  wife  of  David  Hinton,  farmer 
and  carpenter  near  Middle  Branch,  Stark  Co.,  Ohio; 
Jacob,  a  farmer  at  Pipe  Stone,  Minn.;  William  is  a 
graduate  of  the  Medical  College  at  Ann  Arbor, 
Mich.,  but  not  being  in  robust  health,  is  compelled 
to  limit  his  practice,  and  resides  with  his  father; 
Ellen  also  lives  at  home;  George  died  in  Constan- 
tine  at  the  age  of  eleven  years;  Mary  and  David 
both  died  in  childhood.  Into  that  household  death 
again  entered,  Aug.  12.  1872,  and  removed  the  de- 
voted wife  and  mother.  Mr.  Stauffer's  marriage  to 
his  present  wife,  formerly  Miss  Mary  Rice,  a  native 
of  Fayette  County,  Pa.,  took  place  in  Easton, 
Wayne  Co.,  Oliio,  Nov.  6,  1873.  Of  this  union 
four  children  have  been  born,  namely:  Cyrus  I^., 
Ida  L.,  Artlmr  S.  and  l^aura  F.,  all  under  the  pa- 
rental roof. 

In  March,  1880,  Mr.  Stauffer  settled  up  his  af- 
fairs in  Oliio,  and  moved  across  the  border  with  his 
famil>^  to  make  their  home  in  the  future  in  St. 
Joseph  County,  Mich.  He  bought  a  fine  farm  of 
160  acres  in  Constantine  Township,  and  has  pros- 
perously carried  on  agriculture  here  ever  since. 
His  farm  is  provided  with  a  substantial  set  of 
l)uildings,  and  with  all  the  necessary  conveniences 
for  the  labor  of  cultivating  it,  and  the  abundant 
harvest  that  he  reaps  from  it  is  sufficient  evidence 
of  his  skill  and  wise  management  in  tilling  the  soil. 

Although  Mr.  Stauffer's  residence  in  this  county 
is  of  a  comparatively  recent  date,  yet  by  his 
honesty,  industry,  and  upright  conduct  in  every 
walk  of  life,  he  has  won  the  confidence  and  esteem 
of  all  who  have  come  in  contact  with  him,  and  his 
genial  and  frank  manners  have  gained  him  many 
friends.  His  success  has  been  such  that  he  is 
^^ — 


counted  one  of  the  solid  citizens  of  Constantine. 
He  and  liis  wife  are  devoted  to  the  cause  of  diris- 
tianity,  and  are  among  tlie  leading  members  of  the 
denomination  known  as  Brethren  in  Christ.  In 
politics  our  sul)ject  is  identified  with  the  Repub- 
lican party. 


HARLES  TIMMIS,  late  a  highly  esteemed 
resident  of  White  Pigeon,  was  a  native  of 
Staffordshire,  England,  and  born  Oct.  27, 
1797.  His  father,  Josiah  Timmis,  was  also  of  En- 
glish birth  and  parentage,  and  spent  his  entire  life 
upon  his  native  soil.  There  were  indicated  in  the 
life  of  Charles  Timmis  the  many  excellent  traits  of 
his  substantial  ancestry,  which  resulted  in  the 
rounding  up  of  a  useful  and  praiseworthy  career. 

Our  subject  completed  his  education  in  a  private 
school  at  Stowe,  seven  miles  from  the  town  of  Staf- 
ford, and  afterward  engaged  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits until  coming  to  America.  He  crossed  the 
Atlantic  in  1844,  settling  first  in  the  vicinity  of 
Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  where  he  sojourned  a  i)eriod  of 
eight  3^ears,  and  came  in  the  summer  of  1852  to  this 
county.  Here  he  selected  a  tract  of  land  along  the 
western  line  of  White  Pigeon  Township,  near  the 
bank  of  Fish  Lake,  where  he  lived  until  his  demise. 

Mr.  Timmis  was  married  in  his  native  England, 
in  February,  1824,  to  Miss  Eliza  Timmis,  a  distant 
relative,  and  a  grand-daughter  of  the  Earl  of  Ver- 
non. The  latter  and  his  family  for  several  genera- 
tions had  been  distinguished  as  successful  in  the 
tilling  of  the  soil,  and  the  l)uilding  up  of  fine 
estates.  To  Charles  and  Eliza  Timmis  there  were 
born  nine  children,  namely:  Frances  E.,  now  Mrs. 
Roberts;  Harriet;  Louise,  Mrs.  Stevens;  Maria, 
Josiali,  Charles,  William,  Tliomas  and  T^aura.  Mr. 
Timmis  became  very  successfid  in  his  agricidtural 
operations,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death,  Oct.  81, 
1881,  was  the  owner  of  300  acres  of  land. 

The  first  wife  of  our  sul)ject  died  in  England, 
and  he  was  subsequently  married  to  Miss  Harriet, 
daughter  of  Dr.  Henry  DeWitt.  This  lady  died 
Aug.  23,  1874,  at  the  homestead  in  White  Pigeon 
Township.  Of  this  last  union  there  were  no  chil- 
dren. Mr.  Timmis  was  an  Episcopalian  in  religious 
belief. 
. ^#^ 
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f^^  AMUEL  CLYDE,  of  excellent  ancestry,  is 
^^^^  numbered  among  the  peaceable  and  law- 
"^I/jI  abiding  citizens  of  Nottawa  Township, 
having  his  abiding-place  on  section  24.  He 
was  born  in  County  Tyrone,  Ireland,  about  1842, 
and  lived  upon  his  native  soil  until  a  youth  of 
eio-hteen  years.  Then,  coming  to  America  single 
handed  and  alone,  dependent  upon  his  own  re- 
sources, he  landed  a  stranger  among  strangers  in  the 
great  city  of  New  York.  Thence  he  migrated  to 
Philadelphia,  Pa.,  and  from  there  to  New  Jersey, 
being  a  resident  of  the  latter  State  about  two  years, 
and  engaged  in  farming. 

From  New  Jersey  Mr.  Clyde  returned  to  Phila- 
delphia, where  he  sojourned  a  period  of  three  years. 
In  the  meantime  he  had  been  married,  and  was  the 
father  of  one  child.  In  the  spring  of  1865  he  set 
out  with  his  little  family  to  the  State  of  Michigan, 
and  settled  in  Nottawa  l^ownship,  this  county,  of 
which  he  has  since  been  a  resident,  and  continu- 
ously engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  His  farm 
embraces  120  acres  of  land,  whereon  he  has  erected 
good  buildings  and  effected  the  other  improvements 
naturally  suggested  to  the  man  of  .intelligence  and 
industry-.  He  has  maintained  the  proper  interest  in 
the  progress  of  his  adopted  county,  and  contributed 
his  quota  toward  advancing  the  interests  of  his 
com  muni  t3%  discharging  the  duties  of  the  various 
school  offices,  and  serving  as  Overseer  of  Highways. 
Politically,  he  is  a  conscientious  Democrat. 

Mr.  Clyde  was  married,  March  15,  1864,  in  Phila- 
delphia, Pa.,  to  Miss  Margaret,  daughter  of  William 
and  Margaret  Davis,  who  were  natives  of  Scotland, 
and  are  now  deceased.  The  parents  of  Mrs.  Clyde 
had  a  family  of  four  children,  of  whom  she  was  the 
second.  She  was  born  in  the  city  of  Glasgow, 
Scotland,  March  31,  1844,  and  came  with  her  par- 
ents to  the  United  States  when  about  one  year  old. 
Of  her  union  with  our  subject  there  have  been  born 
eleven  children,  four  of  whom,  Thomas,  Lucy,  Re- 
becca and  Margaret,  are  deceased.  The  survivors 
are:  Mary,  Lil}',  Josephine,  Willie,  Beatrice,  Nellie 
and  Samuel.  The  eldest  is  nineteen  years  old  and 
the  youngest  three.  They  are  all  at  home  with  their 
parents,  and  form  an  interesting  and  intelligent 
group.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clyde  are  identified  with  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  attending  services  at  Not- 
^^9 .. 


tawa.  They  have  gathered  around  them  many 
friends  since  their  long  residence  in  this  county, 
being  w^idely  and  favorably  known  for  their  sterling 
worth  and  genuine  goodness  of  heart.  Mrs.  Clyde 
is  a  very  estimable  lady,  looking  well  to  the  ways  of 
her  household,  and  carefully  training  her  children  to 
those  habits  and  principles  which  shall  make  them 
good  and  worthy  members  of  society. 

The  parents  of  our  subject,  Samuel  and  Ann 
(Guynn)  Clyde,  were  natives  respectively  of  Scot- 
land and  Ireland,  and  are  deceased.  They  were  the 
parents  of  nine  children,  of  whom  our  subject  is  the 
youngest.  Of  his  brothers  and  sisters  four  are  liv- 
ing, all  making  their  homes  in  Philadelphia  except 
our  subject. 
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^p^LlAS  WARE,  a  well-to-do  farmer  of  Colon 

-^  Township,  is  comfortably  located  on  section 
^ — ^  26,  where  he  is  surrounded  by  all  the  com- 
forts of  life  and  in  the  enjoyment  of  many  of  its 
luxuries.  The  property  which  he  owns  has  been 
accumulated  by  his  own  industry,  and  embraces  100 
acres  of  good  land  with  all  the  necessary  farm 
buildings,  a  goodly  assortment  of  live  stock,  and 
the  various  other  appurtenances  of  the  modern  and 
well-regulated  rural  estate. 

Our  subject  is  the  offspring  of  a  good  family,  and 
his  parents,  Phillip  and  Hester  A.  (Grasley)  Ware, 
were  both  natives  of  Lehigh  County,  Pa.  There  also 
they  were  reared  and  married,  and  settled  for  a 
time  upon  a  farm.  Later  they  migrated  to  Lorain 
County.  Ohio,  whence  they  came  in  March,  1861, 
to  Michigan,  and  took  up  their  permanent  residence 
in  Colon  Township,  this  county.  Here  they  spent 
the  remainder  of  their  days,  the  mother  passing 
away  June  2,  1884,  and  the  father  in  1866.  Their 
family  included  ten  children,  seven  sons  and  three 
daughters,  five  of  whom  are  living  and  residents  of 
Michigan  with  the  exception  of  one,  who  is  in 
Penns3dvania. 

Elias  Ware  was  the  ninth  child  of  his  parents, 
and  like  them  is  a  native  of  Lehigh  County,  Pa., 
where  his  birth  took  place  Aug.  9,  1836.  He  was 
a  little  lad  four  years  of  age  when  his  parents 
changed    their  residence  from  the  Keystone  to  the 
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Buckeye  State,  and  in  the  latter  acquired  a  com- 
mon-school education  and  developed  into  manhood. 
During  his  boyhood  and  youth  he  assisted  his  father 
on  the  farm,  but  when  twenty  years  of  age  com- 
menced working  at  the  carpentry  trade,  which  he 
followed  thereafter  in  connection  with  farming  un- 
til about  1880.  Since  that  time  he  has  devoted  his 
time  and  attention  entirely  to  agriculture. 

Miss  Charlotte  Smith,  of  Lorain  County,  Ohio, 
became  the  wife  of  our  subject  on  the  1st  of  Janu- 
ary, 1861.  Of  their  union  there  was  born  one  child, 
a  son,  Freeman,  who  is  now  a  minister  of  the  Re- 
formed Church,  and  located  at  Three  Rivers,  this 
State.  Mrs.  Charlotte  Ware  departed  this  life  at 
her  home  in  Colon  Township,  March  16,  1862.  Our 
subject  contracted  a  second  marriage  Dec.  10,  1865, 
with  Miss  Ella  Wilkey,  who  was  born  in  Colon 
Township,  this  county,  Sept.  1,  1847.  Her  parents, 
William  and  Jane  (McMillen)  Wilkey,  were  natives 
of  Canada.  Mrs.  Ware  received  careful  home  train- 
ing and  a  common-school  education,  spending  her 
girlhood  under  the  parental  roof. 

Of  this  marriage  of  our  subject  there  have  been 
born  six  children,  one  of  whom  died  in  infancy. 
The  survivors  are:  John  J.,  Mattie  L.,  Oscar  E., 
Norah  E.  and  Charles  A.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ware  are 
members  in  good  standing  of  the  Reformed  Church, 
of  which  Mr.  W.  was  chosen  Deacon  about  1865, 
and  has  held  the  office  mostly  since  that  time.  In 
politics  he  is  a  stanch  Republican. 

^ ^^ ^ 


|EY.  STEPHEN  PHILLIPS,  a  minister  of 
the  Methodist  Protestant  Church,  is  a  gen- 
li\\  tleman  fond  also  of  agricultural  pursuits 
^and  the  quietness  of  country  life,  and  has 
chosen  for  his  home  a  pleasant  farm  which  is  lo- 
cated on  section  32,  Nottawa  Township.  A  native 
of  Lycoming  County,  Pa.,  he  was  born  Nov.  7, 
1821,  and  is  the  son  of  David  Phillips,  a  native  of 
Danville,  that  State.  The  mother,  Mrs.  Nancy 
(Shaner)  Phillips,  is  supposed  also  to  have  been  a 
native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  was  of  German  ances- 
try. This  branch  of  the  Phillips  family  traces  its 
descent  to  Wales. 

The  parents  of   our  subject  after  their  marriage 
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lived  in  Lycoming  County  until  after  the  death  of 
the  mother,  which  occurred  about  1860.  The  father 
finally  came  to  this  county  and  made  his  home  with 
his  son,  our  subject,  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
in  1873.  The  parental  household  included  twelve 
children,  of  whom  our  subject  was  the  eldest  son, 
and  the  fourth  in  order  of  birth.  His  boyhood  and 
youth  were  spent  at  .the  farm  in  the  Keystone  State, 
and  when  eighteen  years  old  he  purchased  land  in 
the  northwestern  part  of  Lycoming  County,  where 
he  cleared  a  farm  and  lived  until  1864. 

In  the  fall  of  the  year  above  mentioned  Mr. 
Phillips  came  to  this  county  with  his  wife  and  eleven 
children,  settling  at  once  in  Nottawa  Township,  of 
which  he  has  since  been  a  resident.  He  had  always 
been  observant  and  thoughtful  from  his  youth  up, 
with  always  a  leaning  toward  the  ministry,  and 
while  living  on  his  farm  in  Lycoming  County,  hav- 
ing developed  more  than  ordinary  capabilities  as  a 
speaker  and  worker  in  the  Master's  vineyard,  he 
was  licensed  to  preach,  and  was  ordained  a  Deacon 
in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  by  the  late  la- 
mented Bishop  Ames. 

Upon  coming  to  this  county  Mr.  Phillips  changed 
his  church  relationship  and  identified  himself  with 
the  Methodist  Protestants.  For  seventeen  years 
thereafter  he  was  connected  with  the  LaGrange  cir- 
cuit of  Indiana.  For  a  period  of  six  years  he  be- 
longed to  the  Newburg  circuit  in  Cass  County,  and 
one  year  was  in  the  Poster  circuit  in  Van  Buren 
County.  Thence  he  went  to  Charlotte,  Mich.,  where 
he  was  stationed  two  years,  and  thereafter  belonged 
to  the  circuits  of  Union,  Hillsdale,  North  Jackson, 
Dimondale  and  Eaton.  He  then  took  up  the  work 
of  an  evangelist,  laboring  in  this  field  for  one  year. 

In  the  fall  of  1888  Mr.  Phillips  was  appointed  a 
home  missionary  in  the  Northern  Indiana  and  West 
Michigan  Conference.  He  had  been  married  in  Ly- 
coming County,  Pa.,  April  2,  1842,  to  Miss  Sarah 
Callahan,  who  was  born  there  in  August,  1823. 
Mrs.  Phillips  is  the  daughter  of  Dennis  and  Jane 
Callahan,  who  were  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
are  now  deceased.  The  parental  family  included 
twelve  children. 

To  our  subject  and  his  estimable  wife  there  have 
been  born  seventeen  children,  twelve  of  whom  lived 
to  mature  years,  the  others  dying  in  infancy.     The 


m- 

f 


i 


ST.  JOSEPH  COUNTY. 


-#^ 


219 


I 


survivors  were  named  respectively:  Martha  el., 
p:Uen  M.,  Henry  B.,  Daniel  M.,  Stephen  D.,  David 
M.,  Mary  A.,  Dennis  L.,  John  S.,  Elmer  ¥..,  Hillin- 
dia  M.  and  Will  T.  Ellen  M.  and  David  are  since 
deceased. 

Mr.  Phillips  owns  eighty-two  acres  of  good  land, 
most  of  which  is  in  a  productive  condition,  and 
has  convenient  and  tasteful  farm  buildings.  His 
record  has  been  distinguished  by  a  large-hearted 
benevolence  which  has  inspired  him  in  his  church 
labors  to  work  long  and  late,  sometimes  without 
other  compensation  than  the  conscientiousness  of 
having  done  his  duty.  He  is  a  clear  and  forcible 
speaker,  convincing  in  argument,  and  his  earnest 
manner  seldom  fails  to  impress  his  hearers  with  the 
truth  of  his  utterances.  He  and  his  estimable  wife 
count  their  friends  by  the  score  in  this  county,  and 
their  home  is  the  frequent  resort  of  its  best  people. 
He  has  reared  his  children  in  that  manner  which 
will  make  of  them  good  and  useful  citizens,  and  his 
record  altogether  is  one  of  which  his  children  will 
never  be  ashamed. 


^  AMES  T.  GORTON,  a  highly  respected  mem- 
ber of  the  farming  community  of  Nottawa 
Township,  is  pleasantly  located  on  section 
29,  where,  with  his  family,  he  is  surrounded 
by  all  things  needful  for  his  comfort,  and  is  pursu- 
ing the  even  tenor  of  his  way  as  an  honest  man  and 
good  citizen.  He  is  a  native  of  the  Empire  State, 
and  was  born  near  the  town  of  Henrietta,  in  Mon- 
roe County,  Jan.  29,  1824.  Reared  to  farm  life, 
he  has  been  familiar  with  its  pleasures  and  employ- 
ments since  his  first  recollection,  and  he  remained  a 
member  of  the  parental  household  until  a  young 
man  twenty-two  years  of  age.  He  then  commenced 
working  land  on  shares,  and  was  thus  occupied  in 
his  native  State  until  the  spring  of  1854. 

In  the  meantime,  on  the  18th  of  March,  1850, 
our  subject  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Hulda 
J.  Mansfield.  The  young  people  began  life  to- 
getlier  in  Genesee  County,  N.  Y.,  where  they  lived 
until  the  spring  of  1854,  and  then  Mr.  Gorton,  dis- 
posing of  his  interests  in  his  native  county,  and 
bidding  adieu  to  the  friends  and  associations  of 
-^ '. 


his  boyhood,  started  overland  with  his  family  for 
Michigan.  Soon  after  his  arrival  he  selected  a 
tract  of  land  in  Nottawa  Township,  this  count^s 
where  he  located  and  has  since  lived.  His  property 
comprises  a  farm  of  sixty-six  acres,  all  of  which  is 
in  a  productive  condition.  His  buildings  are  fairly 
good,  and  he  has  the  outhouses  and  machinery  suit- 
able for  the  successful  prosecution  of  his  calling. 

John  Gorton,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  Hartford  County,  Conn.,  and  married  Miss  Al- 
mira  Ellis,  a  native  of  the  same  place.  They  con- 
tinued residents  of  Hartford  County  a  few  years, 
then,  leaving  New  England,  established  themselves 
on  a  farm  in  the  vicinity  of  Henrietta,  Monroe 
County,  N.  Y.  Later  they  removed  to  Bergen, 
Genesee  County,  where  they  spent  the  remainder 
of  their  lives. 

To  the  parents  of  our  subject  there  were  born 
eight  children,  four  sons  and  four  daughters,  of 
whom  James  T.  was  the  fifth  in  order  of  birth. 
The  parents  of  Mrs.  Gorton  were  William  and  Polly 
(Jacobs)  Mansfield,  the  father  a  native  of  London, 
England,  and  the  mother  of  Rutland,  Vt.  Mr. 
Mansfield  crossed  the  Atlantic  early  in  life,  and 
after  his  marriage  settled  in  AYashington  County, 
N.  Y.,  where  he  engaged  in  the  boot  and  shoe  trade. 
Later  he  removed  with  his  family  to  Bergen,  in 
Genesee  County,  where  his  death  took  place  in  the 
fall  of  1853.  The  mother,  after  the  death  of  her 
husband,  came  to  this  county  and  made  her  home 
with  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Gorton,  until  her  decease, 
which  took  i)lace  Nov.  27,  1865. 

William  and  Polly  Mansfield  were  the  parents  of 
nine  children,  of  whom  Mrs.  Gorton  was  next  to  the 
youngest.  She  was  born  in  Hartford,  Washington 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  May  16,  1831,  and  remained  under 
the  home  roof  until  her  marriage,  acquiring  a  com- 
mon-school education,  and  becoming  familiar  with 
household  duties,  the  knowledge  of  which  has  so 
much  influence  in  the  comfort  and  happiness  of  a 
home.  Her  union  with  our  subject  has  resulted  in 
the  birth  of  five  children:  Emogene  is  the  wife  of 
Dwight  Legg,  and  they  are  residing  in  Colon;  Fre- 
mont, a  railroad  man,  makes  his  headquarters  at 
home;  Judson  died  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years; 
Eliza  is  the  wife  of  James  H.  Murray,  of  South 
Boardman,  Mich.;  Maude  died  at  the  age  of  seven 
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years.  Eraogene  and  Eliza  took  kindly  to  their 
books  in  their  childhood,  and  developed  into  suc- 
cessful school  teachers.  These  two  daughters  with 
their  parents  are  members  in  good  standing  of  the 
Baptist  Church,  with  which  Mr.  Gorton  has  been 
connected  since  1867.  His  estimable  wife  has  also 
been  an  almost  lifelong  member  of  this  church,  hav- 
ing united  with  it  as  early  as  1857.  Mr.  Gorton 
cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for  James  K.  Polk, 
and  has  been  a  Republican  since  the  organization  of 
the  party  over  thirty-two  years  ago. 

N.  ADDISON.  In  the  career  of  this  most 
highly  esteemed  citizen  of  Leonidas  Town- 
ship we  note  that  of  the  self-made  man, 
who  from  an  humble  beginning  in  life  has 
arisen  to  an  enviable  position,  socially  and  finan- 
cially, among  his  fellowmen.  Deprived  of  parental 
care  at  an  early  age,  he  was  an  inmate  of  the  home 
of  his  grandfather  until  a  lad  of  thirteen  years,  and 
then  by  the  death  of  that  relative  was  thrown  en- 
tirely upon  his  own  resources.  It  is  usually  the 
rule  that  not  only  Providence,  but  humanity,  assists 
those  who  try  to  help  themselves,  and  that  rule  has 
held  good  in  relation  to  the  life  of  Mr.  Addison. 

The  main  points  in  a  history  of  more  than  usual 
interest  are  as  follows:  H.  N.  Addison  was  born 
over  sixty-eight  years  ago  in  the  little  town  of 
Euclid,  Cuyahoga  Co.,  Ohio,  on  the  Pith  of  May, 
1820.  From  that  time  on  until  a  man  twenty-eight 
years  of  age  he  was  a  resident  mostly  of  his  na- 
tive county,  and  variously  occupied,  mostly,  how- 
ever, in  agricultural  pursuits.  The  exception  to 
this  was  three  seasons  in  which  he  sailed  on  the 
Lakes.  Upon  leaving  the  Buckeye  State,  accom- 
panied by  his  wife,  he  made  his  way  to  Elkhart 
County,  Ind.,  in  1848.  He  had  commenced  teach- 
ing when  twenty-two  years  of  age,  and  thereafter 
followed  this  profession  twenty-six  winters  in  suc- 
cession, meeting  with  more  than  ordinary  success. 
In  Elkhart  County,  Ind.,  he  settled  upon  a  tract  of 
land  which  he  had  purchased  before  his  marriage. 
After  a  residence  there  of  about  sixteen  months  he 
returned  to  Ohio  on  account  of  ill-health,  and  re- 
sided there  three  years  longer,  being  employed  once 


more  on  the  Lakes  as  a  sailor  two  seasons,  and  the 
last  season  was  mate  of  a  vessel. 

At  the  expiration  of  this  time  Mr.  Addison  con- 
cluded to  venture  once  more  into  the  wilds  of  In- 
diana, and  lived  in  Elkhart  County  this  time  a 
period  of  four  and  one-half  years.  He  then  traded 
off  a  portion  of  his  property  for  the  land  which  he 
has  since  transformed  into  a  good  farm  in  Leonidas 
Township,  this  county.  This  latter  he  located  upon 
in  April,  1857,  and  for  a  period  of  more  than 
twenty  years  has  been  numbered  among  its  better 
class  of  farmers  and  the  most  reliable  citizens  of  his 
township.  From  a  tract  of  wild  land  he  has  built 
up  one  of  its  best  homesteads,  and  added  to  his  first 
purchase  until  he  is  now  the  owner  of  240  acres, 
1  60  of  which  he  has  brought  to  a  good  state  of  cul- 
tivation. He  carries  on  mixed  agriculture,  and  is 
in  the  enjoyment  of  a  good  income. 

The  lady  who  has  for  the  last  forty  years  been 
the  faithful  companion  and  helpmate  of  our  sub- 
ject was  in  her  girlfiood  Miss  Lovisa  R.  Ransom, 
and  became  his  wife  at  Warrensville,  in  Cuyahoga 
County,  Ohio,  March  30,  1848.  Mrs.  Addison  was 
born  in  the  above-mentioned  place,  June  17,  1827, 
and  there  spent  her  childhood  and  youth  under  the 
parental  roof.  Of  her  union  with  our  subject  there 
have  been  born  six  children,  four  of  whom  are  liv- 
ing: William  R.,  a  capable  and  intelligent  business 
man,  is  a  mail  agent  on  the  Air  Line  Railroad, 
and  a  resident  of  Leonidas;  Nina  C. ;  Bertha  J.,  a 
teacher,  and  Mary  A.,  make  their  home  with  their 
parents;  Rachel  L.,  a  deceased  daughter,  became 
the  wife  of  A.  B.  Southwick,  and  died  at  ht^r  home 
in  Mendon,  Sept.  18,  1873;  Isola  A.  died  at  the 
age  of  eight  years  and  seven  months. 

Mr.  Addison,  politically,  aims  to  support  the  men 
whom  he  considers  best  qualified  for  the  duties  of 
office,  and  consequently  is  independent.  Both  he 
and  his  excellent  wife  are  members  in  good  stand- 
ing of  the  Christian  Church.  They  also  belong  to 
the  P.  of  H.  Mr.  Addison  has  been  School  In- 
spector in  his  district  a  period  of  five  years,  served 
as  Highway  Commissioner  the  same  length  of  time, 
has  been  Justice  of  the  Peace  a  number  of  years, 
and  has  also  represented  Leonidas  Township  in  the 
County  Board  of  Supervisors.  As  a  farmer  he  has 
been  thorough  and  skillful,  and  his  surroundings  in- 
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rlicate  the  exercise  of  cultivated  tastes  and  ample 
means.  In  1884  he  completed  a  handsome  and 
substantial  residence,  which,  with  its  surroundings, 
fulfills  the  modern  idea  of  the  complete  home.  Pub- 
lic-spirited and  liberal,  there  are  few  worthy  pro- 
jects to  which  he  has  not  lent  his  name,  his  influence 
and  more  substantial  assistance. 

William  Addison,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  Dec.  6,  1791,  in  New  Hampshire,  and  married 
Miss  Hannah  Stiles,  who  was  born  in  September, 
1792,  in  the  State  of  New  York.  Their  family  con- 
sisted of  two  sons  only,  our  subject  and  his  brother, 
Hiram  M.,  the  latter  of  whom  is  now  in  Cleveland, 
Ohio.  The  father  died  in  P]lkhart  County,  Ind., 
July  8,  1867.  The  mother  subsequently  returned 
to  her  home  in  Cuyahoga  County,  Ohio,  where  her 
death  took  place  in  INIaj^  1876. 

The  parents  of  Mrs.  Addison  were  Oliver  and 
Rachel  (HoUister)  Ransom,  who  were  natives  re- 
spectively of  Lyme  and  Coventry,  Conn.  The 
former  was  born  Nov.  3,  1800,  and  the  latter  May 
14,  1803.  Both  parents  are  living,  having  arrived 
at  an  advanced  age,  and  are  spending  ^ their  last 
years  in  Norwalk,  Ohio.  They  had  ten  children, 
who  were  named  respectively:  Lusina  C,  Sylves- 
ter, Lovisa  P.,  Lovisa  Roxana,  Cornelia  R.,  Wealthy 
L.,  Philura  L.,  Mary  G.,  Gerdon  M.  and  Eunice  A. 
Lovisa  P.  died  at  the  age  of  one  and  one-half  years; 
Lusina  died  in  1886,  when  sixty-six  years  old;  Syl- 
vester died  in  1875,  at  the  age  of  fifty  years.  The 
others  are  residents  mostly  of  Ohio. 


,  ETER  WHTLE  is  one  of  the  loyal  and  pub- 
lic-spirited citizens  of  Nottawa  Township, 
and  the  owner  of  a  farm  on  section  2, 
some  160  acres  in  extent,  which  leaves 
upon  the  mind  of  the  interested  visitor  the  idea 
that  the  owner  thereof  is  a  man  who  knows  his 
business,  and  knowing  it  performs  it  in  a  thorough 
and  efiScient  manner.  He  is  the  son  of  Zeboath 
and  Susan  (Oman)  White.  His  father  was  by  oc- 
cupation an  agriculturist,  and  prosperous  therein. 
Both  he  and  his  wife  were  natives  of  Clinton 
County,  Pa.,  were  there  brought  up,  married  and 


started  in  life.  Thence  they  removed  to  Crawford 
County,  Ohio,  and  in  the  spring  of  1853  came  to 
this  county  and  settled  in  Nottawa  Township,  which 
was  their  home  until  their  death. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  the  eldest  of  three 
children  born  to  his  parents.  His  life  began  in 
Columbia  County,  Pa.,  on  the  19th  of  January, 
1825.  He  accompanied  his  parents  on  the  various 
removals  above  enumerated,  making  his  home  with 
them  until  their  death,  the  former  Oct.  31,  1863,  and 
the  latter  July  13,  1888.  He  fully  learned  the  multi- 
farious details  of  farm  work,  and  as  a  young  man 
was  ever  the  equal  of  any  of  his  age  in  almost  any 
department  of  farm  work. 

Weary  of  a  single  life  Mr.  White  married,  Aug. 
21,  1849,  Sarah  Ann  Melich.  This  lady  is  the 
daughter  of  Andred  and  Sarah  (Best)  Melich.  She 
was  the  fifth  of  seven  children  born  to  her  parents. 
The  place  of  her  nativity  was  Mt.  Pleasant,  Co- 
lumbia Co.,  Pa.,  and  the  date  of  that  important 
event  the  10th  of  May,  1831.  Our  subject  went 
with  his  wife  and  one  child  to  Crawford  County, 
Ohio,  where  he  remained  for  two  years,  and  in  the 
spring  of  1853  removed  to  this  county  and  settled 
in  Nottawa  Township. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  White  are  the  parents  of  seven 
children,  who  bear  the  following  names:  Emory, 
Frank,  Susannah,  Andrew,  E:sther,  Peter  and  Edith. 
Emory  still  remains  at  home,  his  father's  helper; 
Frank  resides  in  Nottawa  Township;  Susannah  is 
the  wife  of  Ira  Barnebee,  of  Kalamazoo  County ; 
Andrew  is  one  of  the  progressive  farmers  of  Not- 
tawa Township;  the  other  members  of  the  family 
are  still  at  home. 

The  farm  and  buildings  of  our  subject  are  well 
kept,  and  seem  to  indicate  an  intelligent,  progress- 
ive and  prosperous  agriculturist  at  the  head  of 
affairs.  His  residence  is  not  altogether  unpreten- 
tious, is  well  arranged,  comfortably  furnished,  and 
in  every  regard  a  true  home.  Although  at  all  times 
anxious  to  do  his  part  as  a  citizen,  and  bear  the  re- 
sponsibilities that  come  to  him  in  that  relation,  and 
especially  desirous  of  doing  everything  that  will 
promote  the  welfare  of  the  State,  he  is  not  a  poli- 
tician in  the  ordinary  acceptance  of  that  word,  but 
at  the  same  time  makes  a  point  to  study  and  under- 
stand current  questions  in  the  political  world.     He 
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is  an  afllliate  of  the  Democratic  party.  Both  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  White  enjoy  the  perfect  confidence  and 
highest  esteem  of  the  community,  and  are  in  every 
circle  accorded  the  heartiest  welcome. 


FREDERICK  C.  KNOX.  It  was  a  matter  of 
fei  surprise  to  European  nations  used  to  enor- 
1^  mous    standing    armies  that  as  soon  as    the 

necessity  of  war  was  over  and  the  last  battle  was 
fought,  that  the  American  Union  Army  met  and 
had  its  grand  review,  and  after  a  few  words  of 
commendation  and  patriotic  remark  from  its  chief 
officers,  disbanded,  and  then  was  scattered  through- 
out the  length  and  breadth  of  the  land,  melting  like 
mist  of  the  morning  at  the  approach  of  the  King  of 
Day.  The  gentleman  whose  life  is  here  recorded  is 
one  who  fought  with  the  boys  in  blue  for  the  old 
flag,  and  when  no  longer  needed  upon  the  battle- 
field returned  to  the  more  peaceful  avocation  of 
husbandry. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  Charles  H.  Knox, 
who  was  the  husband  of  Mary  J.  Craft.  They  were 
married  at  Sturgis,  and  settled  in  Centreville  in  1 835. 
There  they  lived  for  many  years;  Mr.  Knox  de- 
parted this  life  in  the  year  1852,  and  is  still  sur- 
vived by  his  widow,  who  makes  her  home  with  our 
subject.  They  were  the  parents  of  the  following 
children,  all  of  whom  lived  to  mature  years :  Henr}^, 
Daniel  M.,  Josephine,  Mary,  Charles  F.  and  William. 
The  tw^o  first  named  are  deceased. 

Our  subject  was  born  at  Centreville  on  the  24th 
of  July,  1843,  and  lived  in  the  village  until  he  was 
about  twelve  years  of  age.  He  removed  with  his 
mother,  after  his  father's  decease,  to  the  farm  in 
Nottawa  Township,  where  he  has  since  made  his 
home,  and  carried  on  as  well  as  he  was  able  the 
work  connected  therewith. 

Among  the  first  to  answer  the  call  for  soldiers  was 
our  subject.  He  enlisted  Aug.  1,  1861,  in  Battery 
D,  of  the  1st  Michigan  Light  Artillery,  and  served 
for  three  years,  receiving  an  honorable  discharge  in 
November,  1864.  On  account  of  the  heavy  con- 
cussions caused  by  the  continual  firing  of  heavy 
ordnance  and  large  guns  at  the  battle  of  Mission- 
ary Ridge  he  sustained  an  injury  to  the  tympanum 


of  the  left  ear,  which  caused  him  to  lose  his  hearing 
on  that  side,  while  that  of  the  right  is  also  some- 
what impaired.  Owing  to  intiammation  his  eyesight 
is  also  affected,  that  of  the  right  eye  being  the 
worse. 

Upon  being  discharged  from  military  service  Mr. 
Knox  returned  to  his  home  in  Nottawa,  and  resumed 
farming,  where  he  has  the  charge  of  200  acres  of 
land  in  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  operated  upon 
the  line  of  general  farming  with  considerable  suc- 
cess. His  farm  is  well  stocked,  and  provided  with 
necessary  implements,  machines  and  buildings, 
which  he  has  been  careful  to  erect  after  the  most 
approved  plans. 

Mr.  Knox  was  married  in  Centreville,  this  State, 
becoming  the  husband  of  Juliet  Ingalls,  who  is  the 
daughter  of  Jonathan  and  Adelia  (Brooks)  Ingalls. 
They  were  old  settlers  in  the  county,  having  come 
to  Nottawa  about  the  year  1830,  from  which  time 
they  resided  there  continuously  until  their  decease, 
and  until  her  marriage  Mrs.  K.  continued  to  reside 
there.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Knox  are  the  parents  of  two 
children — Hercia  B.  and  Josephine. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  has  been  elected  to  the 
offices  of  Highway  Commissioner  and  School  Asses- 
sor, and  has  held  the  same  for  several  years.  He  is 
a  member  in  good  standing  of  the  David  Oaks 
Post  No.  132,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Centreville,  and  takes  a 
great  interest  in  the  work  of  the  same.  His  politi- 
cal position  is  that  of  the  Republican  party,  which 
he  has  always  espoused. 


•►^-♦i- 


■^        ENRY  LOHR,  well  known  throughout  Not- 
tawa  Township  and  its  neighborhood  as  a 
iW^""    thorough,    enterprising  and    successful  far- 

f^l^)  mer,  is  the  son  of  William  and  Elizabeth 
(Miller)  Lohr,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Penn- 
sylvania. The  parents  of  our  subject  were  born  at 
Northumberland,  Pa.  They  were  married  in  their 
native  State,  and  there  made  their  home  for  a  time, 
removing  to  Illinois  in  1854.  The}^  died  in  Stephen- 
son County,  that  State. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  the  sixth  of  eight 
children  born  to  his  parents ;  this  interesting  event 
occurred  on  the  10th  of  February,  1819,  in  Union, 
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or  as  it  is  now  called,  Snyder  County,  Pa.  He  was 
brought  up  on  a  farm,  and  has  always  been  used  to 
farm  life,  associations  and  surroundings.  His  home 
was  in  his  native  State  until  the  year  1855,  when  he 
came  West  and  settled  in  Nottawa  Township,  this 
county,  where  4ie  has  ever  since  been  a  resident. 
He  also  owns  160  acres  of  good  land  in  Dakota 
Territory,  making  with  his  other  farm  750  acres. 

Mr.  Lohr  was  married  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Swartz, 
in  Center  County,  on  the  13th  of  October,  1842. 
This  lady  was  the  estimable  daughter  of  David  and 
Sarah  Swartz,  and  was  born  on  the  22d  of  February, 
1826,  in  that  county.  This  union  resulted  in  the 
birth  of  seven  children,  viz:  David,  now  a  resi- 
dent of  Nottawa  Township;  Susan  J.  is  the  wife  of 
John  Harshberger,  of  Park  Township;  Cyrus  lives 
in  Dakota;  Sarah  A.  was  the  wife  of  John  Young, 
and  died  in  Lockport  Township  in  December,  1875; 
Mary  C.  and  Dewitt  Cline,  Hiram  W.  died  when 
three  years  of  age,  and  one  other  child  died  in 
Infancy.  Mrs.  Lohr  departed  this  life  on  the  19th 
of  February,  1886.  She  was  an  old  member  of  the 
German  Reformed  Church,  and  much  respected  in 
that  community,  as  she  was  also  in  the  community 
generally.  Our  subject  is  identified  with  the  same 
religious  organization  and  has  been  for  many  years. 
He  takes  considerable  interest  in  questions  of  gov- 
ernmental import,  and  usually  votes  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party. 


YRUS   PALMER.      In    this    biography  the 


reader  is  introduced  to  one  of  the  old   set- 


m 

^^y  tiers  and  esteemed  citizens  of  the  county, 
who  in  the  days  of  its  earlier  history  took  an  active 
part  in  the  efforts  that  have  resulted  so  favorably 
toward  the  attainment  of  its  present  position.  His 
farm  is  situated  upon  section  13,  Nottawa  Town- 
ship, comprises  188  acres,  and  is  well  improved  and 
cultivated. 

Mr.  Palmer  was  born  in  Walworth,  Wayne  Co., 
N.  Y.,  on  the  7th  of  May,  1815.  He  is  the  son  of 
John  and  Nancy  (Lamb)  Palmer,  who  emigrated  to 
Lenawee  County,  this  State,  in  the  spring  of  1831, 
and  settled  on  land  in  what  is  now  Ridge  way  Town- 
ship, where,  after  reaching  a  good  old  age,  they 
-^ .■■ .■■■■.. I 


died.  They  were  the  parents  of  eleven  children, 
of  whom  our  subject  was  the  second  born.  He 
came  with  his  parents  when  they  removed  to  this 
State,  and  was  at  the  time  fifteen  years  of  age.  He 
continued  to  live  with  them  until  the  year  1838, 
and  then  with  his  wife  he  came  to  this  county,  and 
settled  in  Nottawa  Township.  His  marriage  was 
celebrated  in  Lenawee  County,  in  what  is  now 
Ridge  way  Township,  on  the  17th  of  September, 
1837,  when  he  was  united  with  Mary  Schreder. 
This  lady  was  born  near  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  on 
the  21st  of  July,  1818.  She  is  the  daughter  of 
John  and  Susan  (Wambold)  Schreder,  who  also  came 
to  Michigan  in  1831,  and  settled  in  the  same  neigh- 
borhood as  the  parents  of  our  subject,  and  they 
continued  to  make  their  home  there  until  their 
death.  They  were  the  parents  of  seven  children, 
their  daughter  Mary  being  the  eldest. 

When  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Palmer  emigrated  to  this 
county  the  country  was  very  little  better  than  a 
wilderness,  and  upon  their  settlement  in  the  town- 
ship their  first  work  was  to  make  a  clearing,  that 
done,  to  begin  to  improve  the  land  and  cultivate 
it.  Their  first  home  was  constructed  of  logs,  and 
in  it  they  made  their  home  for  many  years.  It  has 
now,  however,  been  replaced  by  a  fine  brick  struc- 
ture, making  a  very  pleasant  and  comfortable  home. 
The  farm  is  provided  with  the  various  machines 
and  implements  needed  for  effective  and  remunera- 
tive operations  thereon,  and  the  result  is  seen  in  the 
harvests  that  are  gathered  year  by  year. 

The  home  circle  of  our  subject  includes  seven 
children,  whose  names  are  recorded  as  follows: 
George  W.,  Charles  A.,  Harvey  D.,  CeliaL.,  Cyrus 
A.,  Ellis  A.  and  Fred  A.  George  is  at  present  re- 
siding at  Wasepi,  as  is  also  his  brother  Charles 
A. ;  Harvey  D.  is  living  in  the  State  of  New  York ; 
Cyrus  is  at  Three  Rivers;  and  Ellis  is  living  at 
Howard  City,  in  this  State.  Celia  is  happily  mar- 
ried to  W.  W.  Howell,  of  Jackson,  Mich.;  Fred 
still  lives  in  Nottawa  upon  the  home  farm. 

The  golden  wedding  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Palmer  was 
celebrated  on  the  17th  of  September,  1887,  at  which 
a  large  number  of  relatives  and  friends  were  pres- 
ent, as  he  is  known  throughout  the  county,  and  re- 
spected by  all.  Practically,  he  has  grown  up  with 
the  country.  He  has  preferred  always  to  give  his 
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attention  to  his  own  farming  and  other  business, 
and  has  not  cared  to  enter  the  lists  in  the  political 
arena.  He  has  usually  voted  the  Republican  ticket, 
of  which  party  he  has  been  a  member  for  over  fifty 
years.  When  a  younger  man  he  was  somewhat  act- 
ive in  its  campaigns,  although  not  otherwise  tak- 
ing any  special  part.  His  character  is  such  as  to 
commend  itself  to  all,  and  in  consequence  he  receives 
that  peculiar  regard  which  amounts  almost  to  ven- 
eration that  is  given  to  those  so  long  identified  with 
one  community.  His  wife  is  also  worthy  in  every 
way,  and  is  the  recipient  of  the  same  respect  as  her 
husband,  and  holds  a  high  place  in  the  regard  of 
her  friends  and  neighbors,  as  was  expressed  at  the 
recent  happy  gathering  referred  to  above.  Mr. 
Palmer  is  living  on  160  acres  of  land  he  entered 
from  the  Government  under  President  Jackson, 
from  which  he  has  never  moved,  perhaps  the  only 
one  in  his  township. 


OHN  CATTELL,  a  late  resident  of  Leonidas 
Township,  and  a  man  held  in  high  esteem 
by  all  who  knew  him,  was  born  in  Somerset- 
shire, England.  Feb.  12, 1833,  and  emigrated 
to  America  in  1856,  accompanied  by  his  mother 
and  the  younger  members  of  the  family,  joining 
the  father,  William  Cattell,  who  had  crossed  the 
Atlantic  the  previous  spring. 

William  Cattell  came  to  this  country  in  company 
with  his  son  Charles  in  the  spring  of  1856,  and  was 
joined  by  his  wife  and  the  balance  of  his  family  in 
November  following,  with  the  exception  of  Emma 
and  William,  who  had  settled  in  the  northern  part  of 
this  county  some  time  before.  Here  the  parents  of 
our  subject  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives,  the 
father  carrying  on  farming  successfully  and  enjoy- 
ing in  a  marked  degree  the  esteem  and  confidence 
of  his  fellow-citizens.  He  also  was  a  native  of 
Somersetshire,  England,  born  in  the  parish  of  Oak, 
May  5,  1801,  and  married  Miss  Anna  Totterdall,  a 
native  of  his  own  county,  born  in  the  parish  of 
Westhatch,  April  14,  1800,  and,  like  himself,  of 
an  excellent  family.  They  became  the  parents 
of  nine  children,  four  sons  and  five  daughters,  who 
were  named   respectively :    William,  Betsej^  John, 
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Emma  M.,  Charles,  Addie,  Alfred,  Jessie  and  Lucy. 
Seven  of  these  are  living. 

Our  subject  lived  with  his  parents  in  Nottaway 
Township  some  years  after  coming  to  this  county, 
and  then,  being  of  an  enterprising  disposition,  and 
being  desirous  of  doing  for  himself,  he  rented  a 
tract  of  land  in  Burr  Oak  Township,  which  he  op- 
erated successfully  until  the  spring  of  1864.  He 
had  in  the  meantime  been  married,  and  now  re- 
moved with  his  wife  and  child  to  Leonidas  Town- 
ship, settling  upon  his  own  land,  which  was  then  in 
an  unimproved  condition.  His  labors  met  with  the 
legitimate  reward  of  industry  and  perseverance, 
and  in  the  course  of  time  he  had  surrounded  him- 
self and  his  little  family  with  all  the  comforts  of 
modern  life.  His  farm  comprised  200  acres  on  sec- 
tion 29,  where  he  erected  good  buildings  and 
brought  the  soil  to  a  thorough  state  of  cultivation. 
He  provided  himself  with  the  most  approved  ma- 
chiner}^  kept  a  goodly  assortment  of  live  stock, 
and  bore  the  reputation  of  a  progressive,  liberal- 
minded  and  public-spirited  citizen.  His  death, 
which  was  a  source  of  regret  to  the  entire  com- 
munity, took  place  on  the  11th  of  January,  1888. 
He  left  to  his  heirs  a  fine  estate,  including  200  acres 
of  land  and  valuable  personal  property. 

Mr.  Cattell  suffered  a  long  and  painful  illness, 
being  afflicted  with  Bright's  disease,  and  which  he 
bore  with  true  Christian  fortitude.  He  was  a  firm 
believer  in  the  principles  of  the  Christian  religion, 
although  not  identified  with  any  religious  organiza- 
tion. He  made  it  the  rule  of  his  life  to  do  unto 
others  as  he  would  be  done  hy^  and  was  possessed 
by  that  kind,  charitable  and  hospitable  spirit  which 
was  ever  ready  to  bestow  benefits  both  upon  friends 
and  strangers.  By  his  children  and  all  who  knew 
him  his  name  is  held  in  most  tender  remembrance. 
After  becoming  a  naturalized  citizen  he  identified 
himself  with  the  Democratic  party  until  the  last 
ten  years,  when  he  became  a  Republican.  He  was 
a  stanch  supporter  of  Union  principles  during  the 
Civil  War,  and  gave  of  his  means  and  influence  both 
to  this  and  all  other  measures  that  should  result  in 
benefit  to  his  fellow-beings. 

Mr.  Cattell  at  his  death  left  a  devoted  wife  and 
two  children,  the  former  of  whom  in  her  girlhood 
days  Miss  Amanda  E.  Engle,  was  the  daughter  of 
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one  of  the  first  families  to  settle  in  St.  Joseph 
County.  Her  father,  James  Engle,  a  native  of  Liv- 
ingston County,  N.  Y.,  was  born  May  16,  1815, 
and  was  a  youth  of  sixteen  years  when  he  came 
to  this  region,  as  early  as  1830,  during  the  Terri- 
torial days.  He  married  Miss  Margaret  Vincent, 
who  was  born  Dec.  19,  1818,  in  Parmelia,  Jefferson 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  who  came  with  her  parents  to 
Michigan  in  the  year  1836.  After  marriage  they 
settled  in  Burr  Oak  Township,  of  which  they  were 
residents  from  that  time  on.  The  mother  departed 
this  life  on  the  6th  of  December,  1880,  and  the 
father  is  still  living  at  the  old  homestead.  Their 
family  included  two  sons  and  six  daughters,  and 
only  four  of  the  children  lived  to  mature  years, 
namely:  Amanda  E.,  Ursula  PL,  George  D.  and 
Addie  B. 

Mrs.  Amanda  E.  Cattell  was  born  in  Burr  Oak 
Township,  this  county,  Jan.  31,  1842,  and  remained 
a  member  of  her  father's  household  until  her  mar- 
riage, on  the  25th  of  November,  1862,  when  she  was 
nearly  twenty-one  years  old.  Of  this  congenial 
union  there  were  born  two  daughters — Dora  E.  and 
Rachel  A.  The  former  is  the  wife  of  Charles  P. 
Monfort.  and,  with  her  husband,  is  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Rachel,  who  is  fa- 
miliarly known  as  Radie,  continues  at  home  with 
her  mother,  and  they  are  members  of  the  Congre- 
gational Church.  Both  daughters  are  possessed  of 
more  than  ordinary  musical  talent,  and  have  been 
engaged  in  teaching  considerably.  They  are  favor- 
ites in  the  social  circle  of  Leonidas  Township,  where 
they  have  a  large  number  of  acquaintances  and 
friends.  The  family  is  widely  known  and  highly 
respected  throughout  this  part  of  the  county,  and 
in  the  death  of  John  Cattell  Leonidas  Township 
lost  one  of  its  most  useful  men,  one  who  had  con- 
tributed largely  toward  its  growth  and  development. 


[I^  ERMAN  DAAaS.  The  Davis  homestead,  em- 
[jfj^-  bracing  105  acres  of  good  land,  is  pleas- 
^  antly  located  on  section  19,  and  attracts  the 
^  attention  of  the  passer-by  on  account  of  the 
air  of  thrift  and  comfort  which  surrounds  it.  The 
present  proprietor,  who  has  been  a  resident  of  Colon 
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Township  since  the  spring  of  1865,  during  his 
twenty  years'  residence  in  this  section  has  earned 
the  reputation  of  a  praiseworthy  and  reliable  citi- 
zen, one  whom  his  neighbors  hold  in  high  esteem. 

This  branch  of  the  Davis  family  for  some  genera- 
tions back  has  been  widely  and  favorably  known 
throughout  the  Empire  State.  Horace  Davis,  the 
father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Onondaga  County, 
N.  Y.,  whicli  it  is  supposed  was  also  the  birthplace 
of  the  mother,  who  in  her  girlhood  was  Miss  Eliza 
Gardner.  They  lived  there  for  a  time  after  their 
marriage,  then  removed  to  Ashtabula  County,  Ohio, 
whence  in  1858  they  came  to  Michigan.  At  once 
taking  up  their  residence  in  Colon  Township,  this 
county,  they  lived  and  labored  on  the  tract  of  land 
from  which  the  father  built  up  a  good  homestead, 
and  where  his  death  took  place  in  1868.  The 
mother  is  still  living,  being  now-  at  an  advanced 
age,  and  cared  for  by  her  children. 

The  six  children  of  the  parental  household  in- 
cluded three  sons  and  three  daughters,  and  Herman 
of  our  sketch  was  the  third  in  order  of  birth.  He 
first  opened  his  eyes  to  the  light  near  the  tow^n  of 
Marcellus,  Onondaga  Co.,  N.  Y.,  April  4,  1828. 
All  of  his  brothers  and  sisters  lived  to  mature 
years,  and  all  survive  but  one.  Herman  contin- 
ued a  member  of  the  parental  household  until 
about  twenty-one  years  of  age,  then  started  out  for 
himself,  and  began  to  make  arrangements  for  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  home  of  his  own.  He  first  em- 
ployed himself  at  farming,  and  continued  a  resident 
of  his  native  county  until  1865.  In  the  meantime 
he  was  married,  July  24,  1852,  to  Miss  Emily, 
daughter  of  Sturgis  and  Mary  (Burr)  Sherwood, 
the  former  a  native  of  Connecticut  and  the  latter  of 
New  York  State.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sherwood  spent 
the  whole  of  their  married  life  in  Onondaga  County, 
N.  Y.,  and  their  last  years  in  the  town  of  Otisco, 
where  the  mother  died  in  1855  and  the  father  in 
1861. 

In  the  spring  of  1865,  Herman  Davis,  having 
disposed  of  his  property  in  the  Empire  State, 
gathered  together  his  personal  effects  and  his 
family,  consisting  of  his  wife  and  four  children, 
and  coming  to  this  county  settled  in  Colon  Town- 
ship. He  first  purchased  eighty-five  acres  of  land, 
and  set  himself  vigorously  to  work  to  cultivate  the 
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soil  and  build  up  a  homestead.  Later  he  added 
twenty  acres  to  his  first  purchase,  and  has  brought 
the  whole  to  a  fine  state  of  cultivation,  at  the  same 
time  investing  his  spare  capital  in  the  neat  and  sub- 
stantial farm  buildings  which  are  foremost  among 
the  attractive  features  of  the  estate. 

Mrs.  Davis  was  the  seventh  of  her  parents'  family 
of  eight  children,  and  was  born  in  Otisco,  N.  Y., 
Feb.  11, 1826.  She  received  excellent  home  training 
and  a  common-school  education,  and  continued  un- 
der the  parental  roof  until  her  marriage.  Of  her 
union  with  our  subject  there  have  been  born  six 
children,  of  whom  but  four  are  living:  George, 
the  eldest,  is  carrying  on  farming  successfully 
in  Nottawa  Township,  this  county;  Addie  is  the 
wife  of  William  Ilazzard,  who  is  engaged  in  teach- 
ing school  in  Nebraska;  Minnie  continues  at  home 
with  her  parents;  Carrie  is  the  wife  of  Dayton  Ilig- 
gins,  of  Mason  Count}^  The  deceased  are  Annie  and 
Frankie.  The  former  died  when  an  interesting  young 
lady  of  twentj^-three  years  of  age;  Frankie  was 
taken  from  the  home  circle  when  a  little  lad  of  two 
years.  The  wife  of  our  subject,  a  most  excellent 
lady,  has  been  in  delicate  health  for  some  time. 

Mr.  Davis  is  a  cordial  supporter  of  Repub- 
lican principles.  He  is  a  man  quiet  and  unostenta- 
tious in  manner,  and  has  carefully  avoided  the  re- 
sponsibilities of  the  office-holder,  although  in 
former  y^ars  he  occupied  various  positions  of  trust 
in  his  township. 
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^HEO  M.  SCOVILLE,  an  aged  and  highly  re- 
spected resident  of  Constantine,  was  born  in 
Collinsville,  Lewis  Co.,  N.  Y.,  June  5,  1809. 
He  was  reared  to  manhood  on  a  farm,  and  has  made 
agriculture  the  chief  business  of  his  life.  When 
establishing  a  home  of  his  own  he  was  married  at 
Russia,  Herkimer  Co.,  N.  Y.,  March  1,  1840,  to 
Miss  Lucinda  Phelps.  This  lady  was  born  in 
Sempronius,  Cayuga  Co.,  N.  Y.,  April  14,  1817. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Scoville  after  their  marriage  settled 
in  Collinsville,  N.  Y.,  where  they  lived  until  1847, 
then  changed  their  residence  to  Conneautville, 
Crawford  Co.,  Pa.,  where  they  lived  until  coming 
to  the  West.     They  had  not  then  decided  upon  a 
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location,  and  Mr.  Scoville  spent  some  time  visiting 
various  localities,  but  finall}^  decided  to  locate  in 
Ovid,  this  State,  where  he  made  his  home  several 
years.  Thence  they  removed  to  St.  John's,  and  two 
years  later  to  St.  Louis,  this  State,  abiding  in  the 
latter  place  a  period  of  ten  years.  In  the  fall  of 
1888  the  family  came  to  Constantine. 

Of  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Scoville  there 
have  been  born  five  children:  The  eldest,  a 
daughter,  Fannie,  is  the  wife  of  M.  C.  Lapp,  of 
Jackson;  Benton  H.  is  engaged  in  the  practice  of 
law  in  Constantine;  Bela  P.  is  one  of  the  physicians 
of  Constantine,  and  of  whom  a  sketch  appears  else- 
where in  this  volume;  Jessie  is  the  wife  of  George 
Dutch,  of  Constantine;  Carrie,  Mrs.  H.  W.  Woodin, 
is  a  resident  of  St.  Louis,  Mich.  Mr.  Scoville  has 
seen  much  of  life  in  the  pioneer  days  of  Michigan, 
and  although  having  been  content  to  make  very  little 
stir  in  the  world,  has  sustained  the  reputation  of  a 
peaceful  and  law-abiding  citizen,  one  whose  career 
has  been  that  of  which  his  children  will  never  be 
ashamed. 

ENOCH  WARE.  This  gentleman  is  numbered 
among  the  younger  farmers  of  Colon  Town- 
/m  mj  ship,  of  which  he  is  a  native,  and  is  prose- 
cuting agriculture  in  a  highly  successful  manner. 
He  first  purchased  forty  acres  in  1883,  and  since 
that  time  has  given  his  close  attention  to  the  care- 
ful cultivation  of  the  soil  and  the  building  up  of 
his  homestead.  He  labors  upon  the  theory  of  the 
late  Horace  Greeley,  that  a  small  farm  well  tilled 
is  more  desirable  than  a  large  area  partially  neg- 
lected. He  commenced  early  in  life  to  lay  his  plans 
for  the  future,  and  is  already  ranked  among  the 
solid  and  responsible  citizens  of  St.  Joseph  County. 

Daniel  Ware,  the  father  of  our  subject,  and  his 
wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Elizabeth  Bolin,  were 
natives  of  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio,  and  after  their 
marriage  settled  in  Mifflin  County,  Pa.  Two  years 
later  they  came  to  Michigan,  taking  up  their  resi- 
dence in  Colon  Township,  this  county,  about  1862. 
The  father  purchased  forty  five  acres  on  section 
26,  where  he  built  up  a  comfortable  home,  and 
where  he  and  his  estimable  wife  still  live. 

The  parental  family  of  our  subject  included  four 
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children,  two  sons  and  two  daughters.  Of  these 
Enoch  was  the  third  in  order  of  birth,  and  was  born 
Autr.  26,  1862,  at  the  homestead  which  his  parents 
still  occupy  in  Colon  Township.  He  was  reared  to 
farm  pursuits,  and  educated  in  the  district  school. 
He  was  married  at  the  age  of  twenty  years,  Dec.  7, 
1882,  in  Colon  Township,  to  Miss  Ada,  daughter  of 
Andrew  and  Mary  J.  (Snook)  Snook,  who  were  na- 
tives of  Mifflin  County,  Pa.,  where  they  lived  until 
after  their  marriage.  Mr.  Snook  during  the  late 
war  enlisted  as  a  Union  soldier  from  Mifflin  County, 
and  met  his  death  on  the  battle-field  of  Petersburg. 
The  mother  came  to  Michigan  about  1867,  and  was 
subsequently  married  to  Daniel  Wagner,  a  native 
of  Pennsylvania.  They  became  the  parents  of  one 
child,  a  daughter,  Ada,  the  wife  of  our  subject. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ware  there  have  been  born  two 
children — Lester  A.  and  Louisa  V.  Mr.  Ware,  po- 
litically, supports  the  Republican  party,  and  has 
served  as  Highway  Commissioner  in  his  district  for 
some  time.  His  residence  and  other  farm  build- 
ings are  creditable  alike  to  his  taste  and  industry, 
and  the  whole  forms  a  picture  of  the  complete  rural 
home,  whose  beneficiaries  are  surrounded  by  all  the 
comforts  of  life. 
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AVID  HANDSHAW,  of  Nottawa  Town- 
ship, is  of  stanch  Pennsylvania  stock,  the 
son  of  Peter  and  Ann  (Kleckner)  ILand- 
shaw,  who  were  natives  of  Northampton 
County,  Pa.  There  they  were  also  reared  and 
married,  and  lived  there  for  a  time  afterward. 
Thence  they  removed  to  Columbia  County,  and 
afterward  to  Montour  County.  In  the  spring  of 
1865,  leaving  the  Keystone  State,  they  came  to 
Michigan  and  settled  in  Mendon  Township,  this 
county.  Later  they  removed  to  Lockport  Town- 
ship, where  the  father  died  in  1873.  The  mother 
is  still  living  at  an  advanced  age. 

To  the  parents  of  our  subject  there  were  born 
eight  children,  of  whom  David  was  the  eldest.  He 
is  also  a  native  of  Northampton  County,  Pa.,  and 
was  born  Jan.  4,  1830.  When  a  boy  of  eight  or 
nine  years  he  made  a  trip  on  the  Delaware  Canal 
from  Easton  to  Philadelphia,  and  a  year  later  he 


left  home,  starting  out  in  the  world  for  himself. 
He  worked  on  a  farm  in  his  native  county,  where 
he  grew  to  manhood,  and  of  which  he  was  a  resi- 
dent until  the  fall  of  1848.  Then  going  into  Co- 
lumbia County  he  was  employed  in  a  stone  quarry 
until  changing  his  residence  to  Montour  County. 
In  the  latter  he  learned  the  trade  of  blacksmith, 
at  which  he  worked  three  years,  and  then  abandoned 
it  on  account  of  an  injury  to  his  shoulder. 

On  the  26th  of  August,  1852,  Mr.  Ilandshaw  was 
married  to  Miss  Catherine  Fry.  This  lady  was 
born  in  Columbia  County,  Pa.,  Nov.  14,  1827. 
The  3^oung  people  spent  that  winter  in  their  native 
State,  but  in  the  spring  of  1853  removed  to  Sum- 
mit County,  Ohio,  where  they  lived  until  the  latter 
part  of  August,  our  subject  employing  himself  at 
blacksmithing.  His  desires,  however,  were  for 
farm  life,  but  land  being  at  a  high  price  in  the 
Buckeye  State  he  found  that,  with  his  limited  means, 
he  would  be  obliged  to  go  further  West.  He  ac- 
cordingly emigrated  to  Lee  County,  111.,  and  pur- 
chased a  tract  of  prairie,  upon  which  he  farmed 
until  the  1st  of  March,  1855.  Then  selling  out  he 
came  to  this  county  and  purchased  a  farm  in  Park 
Township,  where  he  continued  to  live  until  the 
spring  of  1861.  He  then  changed  his  residence  to 
Nottawa  Township,  taking  possession  of  the  land 
which  he  now  owns  and  occupies. 

Soon  after  making  settlement  here  the  outbreak 
of  the  Civil  War  stimulated  the  inborn  patriotism 
of  Mr.  Ilandshaw,  but  although  greatly  desirous 
of  enlisting  in  the  Union  service,  circumstances 
prevented.  Two  years  later,  however,  he  hired  a 
substitute,  paying  therefor  $1,000.  In  the  mean- 
time Mr.  Ilandshaw  busied  himself  with  his  farm- 
ing pursuits,  and  in  due  time  became  the  owner  of 
200  acres  of  land  lying  along  the  north  banks  of  the 
St.  Joseph  River.  In  1875  he  erected  a  fine  brick 
residence  and  has  made  other  valuable  improve- 
ments. He  also  operated  a  threshing-machine  about 
twenty-five  years  in  this  county,  having  had  consid- 
erable experience  in  this  line  both  in  Pennsyl- 
vania and  Illinois,  and  being  very  successful. 

Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Handshaw  are  charter  mem- 
bers of  Parkville  Grange,  Lodge  No.  22,  in  which 
they  take  an  active  interest,  and  in  which  Mr.  H. 
has  held  many  of  the  important  oflSces,  including 
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those  of  Lecturer,  Master,  Overseer  and  Chaplain. 
In  the  Masonic  fraternity  he  is  a  member  of  Blue 
Lodge  No.  36,  of  Mendon.  Both  he  and  his  ex- 
cellent wife  belong  to  the  Presbyterian  Church,  in 
which  Mr.  H.  has  been  for  many  years  a  Deacon 
and  Trustee.  He  is  a  strong  temperance  man, 
warmly  interested  in  the  success  of  the  cause. 
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eHARLES  H.  McKINSTER  is  one  of  thelead- 
ing  citizens  of  Colon,  and  is  also  one  of  its 
most  prominent  business  men,  being  a  mem- 
ber of  the  firm  of  Wilkinson  &  Co.,  dealers  in 
drugs  and  groceries.  He  is  a  native  of  New  York, 
born  in  1848,  the  elder  of  the  two  children  born 
to  Thomas  and  Mahala  (Wilkinson)  McKinster,  na- 
tives of  New  York.  They  came  to  Michigan  when 
our  subject  was  five  years  old,  and  settled  in  Colon 
Village,  where  the  father  followed  his  trade  of 
cooper  for  twenty  years.  He  then  moved  onto  a 
farm  in  this  county,  and  continued  to  reside  thereon 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1876,  when  he 
was  about  fifty-six  3^ears  old.  This  county  was  then 
deprived  of  one  of  its  worthiest  citizens,  one  who 
had  ever  led  an  upright  life,  and  who  stood  high  in 
the  community  where  he  dwelt.  His  excellent  wife 
survived  him  until  1882,  when  she  too  passed  away, 
at  the  age  of  fifty-five.  She  had  a  brother  who 
served  in  the  Mexican  War,  and  now  resides  in 
Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Charles  McKinster  was  reared  in  Colon,  receiv- 
ing from  his  good  parents  a  careful  training  that 
well  fitted  him  for  the  duties  of  life  that  have  since 
devolved  upon  him  as  a  man  and  as  a  citizen.  He 
acquired  a  sound  education  in  the  graded  school 
of  Colon,  and  after  the  completion  of  his  education 
he  left  the  home  of  his  parents,  and  making  his 
way  to  Northern  Michigan,  found  employment  in 
a  cooper  factory  there.  He  subsequently  entered 
the  profession  of  teacher,  and  was  Principal  of  the 
Colon  public  school  for  nearly  two  years,  entering 
earnestly  and  with  great  interest  into  his  duties  as 
instructor,  meeting  with  marked  success,  and  gain- 
ing high  rank  among  those  of  the  profession  in  St. 
Joseph  County.  During  this  time  he  also  held  his 
present  partnership,  and  at  length  the  demands  of 
^^ 


his  business  were  such  that  he  gave  up  teaching  to 
devote  his  whole  attention  to  his  mercantile  pur- 
suits. The  firm  has  a  neat  and  attractive  store, 
carries  a  large  and  well-selected  stock,  and  has  an 
extensive  trade. 

Mr.  McKinster  was  married  in  1874,  in  Gales- 
burg,  Mich.,  to  Miss  Evaline  L.  Davis,  and  to  her 
devotion  and  sympathy  he  undoubtedly  owes  much 
of  his  success  in  life.  She  is  a  native  of  Michigan, 
born  in  1855,  the  eldest  in  the  family  of  four  chil- 
dren of  William  C.  and  Antoinette  (Lyon)  Davis, 
early  settlers  of  St.  Joseph  County.  Her  parents 
reside  at  Leonidas,  where  for  many  years  her  father 
was  engaged  as  a  wagon -maker.  After  marriage  Mr. 
McKinster  remained  one  year  in  Northern  Michi- 
gan, and  then  returned  to  Colon,  and  engaged  in 
business  as  before  mentioned.  He  is  a  wide-awake 
business  man,  prompt  and  honorable  in  his  deal- 
ings, genial  and  entertaining  in  his  intercourse  with 
others.  He  stands  high  in  mercantile  and  social 
circles  of  St.  Joseph  County,  and  is  very  influen- 
tial in  the  administration  of  the  public  affairs  of 
this  community,  being  at  present  Township  Treas- 
urer of  Colon  Township,  and  is  also  a  member  of 
the  School  Board.  He  is  prominently  identified 
with  the  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  was  Secretary  for  a  num- 
ber of  years,  is  a  member  of  the  Chapter  and  pres- 
ent Secretary  thereof.  He  takes  a  deep  interest  in 
politics,  and  atRliates  with  the  Republican  party. 

In  the  pleasant  home  of  our  subject  and  his  ami- 
able wife  five  children  have  been  born  to  them, 
three  of  whom  are  living — Fred  PI,  Edna  O.  and 
an  infant.  Fred  is  an  attendant  at  one  of  the  ex- 
cellent schools  of  Colon.  Nellie  died  in  1882,  when 
nearly  five  years  of  age;  Ned  died  in  1886,  when 
nearly  six  months  old. 


'  ^RANCISCO  KLADY,  a  native  of  this  county, 

Pwas  born  in  Nottawa  Township,  of  which 
he  is  still  a  resident,  March  1 2, 1841.  Michi- 
gan had  then  been  a  State  but  a  little  over  four 
years,  and  the  boyhood  days  of  our  subject  were 
spent  amid  the  scenes  of  pioneer  life,  and  while  he 
was  being  transformed  from  a  boy  to  a  man  his 
native  State  was  also  growing  in  like  proportion. 
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The  scenes  which  he  has  witnessed  as  the  conntr}^ 
slowly  settled  up,  and  civilization  began  to  phint 
its  footsteps  more  decidedly  upon  the  soil  of  South- 
ern  Michigan,  if  properly  set  forth  in  print  would 
make  a  fair  sized   volume. 

Mr.  Klady  has  been  of  a  thoughtful  and  observ- 
ant mind  from  his  youth  up,  and  has  kept  his  eyes 
open  to  what  was  going  on  in  the  w^orld  around 
him.  He  was  trained  to  habits  of  industry,  given 
a  practical  education,  and  entered  upon  the  strug- 
gle of  life  well  equipped  to  meet  the  difiiculties 
which  are  the  common  lot  of  every  man.  His  la- 
bors have  been  amply  rewarded,  he  being  now  the 
owner  of  a  good  property  embracing  a  farm  120 
acres  in  extent,  with  substantial  buildings  and  the 
greater  part  of  the  land  in  a  productive  condition. 
He  is,  in  fact,  surrounded  by  all  the  comforts  of 
life. 

William  Klady,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  Montezuma,  Cayuga  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Aug.  20,  1810, 
and  married  Miss  Nancy  Knickerbocker,  a  native  of 
Dutchess  County,  the  same  State,  and  born  March 
17,  1800.  The  parents  were  residents  for  a  time 
of  Cattaraugus  County,  but  about  1834  left  the 
Empire  State  with  their  little  family,  and  settled  in 
Nottawa  Township,  this  county,  where  the  father 
began  to  battle  with  the  elements  of  a  new  soil,  and 
in  common  with  his  brother  pioneers,  labored  in  the 
development  of  a  homestead.  Here  both  parents 
spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  The  father  died 
Jan.  2,  1875;  the  mother  survived  her  husband  a 
period  of  over  thirteen  years,  her  death  taking 
place  Sept.  23,  1888. 

To  William  and  Nancy  Klady  there  were  born 
six  children,  of  whom  our  subject  was  the  fourth, 
and  all  born  in  Michigan.  He  received  his  educa- 
tion in  the  district  school,  and  remained  a  member 
of  the  parental  household  until  a  young  man  of 
twenty  years,  anticipating  the  time  when  he  should 
have  a  farm  of  his  own.  The  outbreak  of  the  Civil 
War,  however,  drew  his  thoughts  into  another  cur- 
rent, and  on  the  24th  of  August,  1  861,  a  few  months 
after  the  rebel  attack  upon  Ft.  Sumter,  he  hastened 
to  the  defense  of  the  Union,  enlisting  in  Company 
A,  nth  Michigan  Infantry.  He  was  mustered  into 
service  at  White  Pigeon,  Mich.,  going  with  his 
regiment  shortly  after  to  Louisville.     It  was  his  lot 


to  participate  in  many  of  the  important  battles  of 
the  war,  namely:  Stone  River,  Chickamauga,  Look- 
out Mountain,  Missionary  Ridge,  Buzzard's  Roost, 
Resaca,  Kenesaw  Mountain,  and  other  minor  en- 
gagements and  skirmishes. 

Young  Klady  in  the  spring  of  1862,  a  few  months 
after  his  enlistment,  was  taken  seriously  ill  and  con- 
fined in  the  hospital  at  Belmont  Furnace,  Ky.,  for 
a  time,  when  he  was  given  a  furlough,  and  return- 
ing home  spent  about  ten  weeks  under  the  old  roof 
tree,  and  under  the  excellent  care  of  his  friends 
recovered  his  health  and  strength.  He  then  re- 
joined his  regiment  at  Louisville,  K3\  In  the 
winter  of  1863-64  he  w^as  detailed  as  an  Orderly 
at  post  headquarters  in  the  vicinity  of  Rossville 
Gap,  Ga.  The  hardships  and  privations  which  he 
endured,  the  weary  marchings  and  the  exposure, 
are  but  the  simple  story  of  thousands  of  his  com- 
rades, and  form  a  part  of  American  history  which 
will  always  stand  out  prominently  among  the  Na- 
tional records.  At  the  expiration  of  his  term  of 
enlistment  Mr.  Klad3^  was  mustered  out  at  Sturgis, 
Mich.,  and  returning  to  Nottawa  Township  resumed 
the  peaceful  pursuits  of  farm  life.  He  was  broken 
down  in  health,  and  it  has  taken  years  to  restore 
him  to  his  former  vigor,  which  even  now  bears  no 
comparison  to  that  of  his  youthful  days.  He  went 
into  the  fight  conscientiously,  and  no  man,  hearing 
of  the  surrender  of  Lee  at  Appomattox,  rejoiced 
nu^re  heartily  at  the  success  of  the  Union  Armies. 

During  his  earlj^  manhood  Mr.  Klady  had  learned 
the  trade  of  a  cabinet-maker,  but  only  followed 
this  one  and  one-half  years  prior  to  his  enlistment. 
On  the  20th  of  September,  1865,  having  laid  his 
plans  for  a  home  of  his  own,  he  was  united  in 
marriage  to  one  of  the  most  estimable  young  ladies 
of  this  county.  Miss  Elizabeth  McKercher,  and  the 
young  people  commenced  the  journey  of  life  to- 
gether at  a  modest  home  in  Nottawa  Township. 
The}""  settled  upon  their  present  farm  in  1865,  and 
upon  this  Mr.  K.  has  effected  all  the  improvements 
which  to-day  attract  the  attention  of  the  passer-by 
as  indicative  of  the  hand  of  thrift  and  industry. 

Mrs.  Klad}^  the  third  child  of   her   parents,   was 

born  in  Moscow  Township,  Hillsdale   County,    this 

State,  April  14,  1840,  and  is  the  daughter  of  John 

and  Margaret  (Dunn)    McKercher,  who   were  na- 
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lives  respectively  of  New  York  State  and  Penns}^!- 
vania.  In  1838  they  removed  from  Livingston 
County,  N.  Y.,  to  Hillsdalej^County,  Mich.,  settling 
in  Moscow  Township,  where  the  father  began  the 
development  of  a  homestead,  but  only  lived  eight 
years  thereafter,  his  decease  occurring  Oct.  8, 1846, 
when  he  was  in  the  prime  of  life.  The  mother  was 
subsequently  married  to  John  C.  McKercher,  a 
cousin  of  her  former  husband,  and  then  coming  to 
this  county  in  the  fail  of  1854,  settled  in  Nottawa 
Township,  where  her  death  took  place  Oct.  12, 
1873. 

To  the  parents  of  Mrs.  Klady  there  were  born  six 
children,  four  of  whom  are  living.  Mrs.  K.  re- 
mained under  the  home  roof  during  her  childhood 
and  youth,  receiving  a  common-school  education 
and  becoming  thoroughly  versed  in  those  household 
duties  a  knowledge  of  which  has  so  much  to  do 
with  the  happiness  and  comfort  of  a  home.  She 
has  been  the  suitable  companion  of  her  husband  in 
his  worthy  efforts  all  through  life,  and  has  done  her 
share  in  making  her  home  one  of  the  pleasantest 
places  to  be  found.  Mr.  Klady,  politically,  is  a 
stanch  Republican.  He  keeps  himself  posted  in  re- 
gard to  current  events,  and  socially,  belongs  to  David 
Oaks  Post  No.  1 35,  G.  A.  R.,  at  Centreville.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Klady  are  the  parents  of  two  children — Flor- 
ence and  AYilliam. 


^|^)EV.  ALPHEUS  WISNER.  This  gentle- 
11!^  man,  well  known  in  the  count}^  and  needing 
cii  \\\  no  introduction  to  the  reader,  was  born  in 
^^pjNewfane,  Niagara  Co.,  N.  Y.,  on  the  5th 
of  February,  1825.  Upon  the  removal  of  his  par- 
ents to  Lenawee  County  in  this  State  in  the  year 
1832,  he  continued  with  them  at  their  new  home  in 
Franklin  Township.  Our  subject  is  the  son  of 
Abraham  and  Leah  Wisner,  who  were  natives  of  1 
New  York.  After  their  marriage  they  settled  in 
Niagara  County,  N.  Y.  They  were  the  parents  of 
fourteen  children,  our  subject  being  the  second. 

Until  he  attained  to  manhood  our  subject  con- 
tinued to  reside  as  above,  receiving  his  education 
in  the  schools  of  Franklin  Township,  afterward 
engaging  in  farming.    In  the  year  1850  he  went  to 


Athens,  Calhoun  County,  where  he  passed  through 
both  the  primary  and  select  schools.  School  days 
over  he  engaged  in  farming,  and  continued  thus 
employed  until  the  year  1850,  w^hen  he  became  the 
pastor  of  the  Athens  Baptist  Church.  He  contin- 
ued in  charge  of  this  congregation  for  six  years, 
and  then  commenced  preaching  in  South  Climax, 
Kalamazoo  County,  where  he  continued  preaching 
for  twenty-two  years.  He  has  resided  in  Leonidas 
ever  since  resigning  his  charge  in  Kalamazoo 
County.  He  ministered  to  the  Baptist  Church  in 
Branch  County  for  eight  years.  During  that  time 
he  was  settled  in  Leonidas  Township.  Since  resign- 
ing his  charge  at  Johnson  he  has  not  been  actively 
engaged  in  the  ministry,  and  gives  his  attention  to 
his  farm.     It  is  150  acres  in  extent. 

In  Franklin  Township,  Lenawee  County,  our 
subject  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Juliette 
Morrow,  a  lady  in  every  way  suited  to'  him,  one 
capable  of  filling  the  position  of  a  true  helpmate 
to  one  so  fully  occupied  and  earnestly  engaged  in 
the  work  of  the  ministry.  She  was  born  in  Black 
Rock,  Erie  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Jan.  12,  1827,  and  is  the 
daughter  of  Alexander  and  Mariah  Morrow,  of 
Lenawee  County,  Mich.  The  felicity  of  the  wed- 
ded life  of  our  subject  and  wife  has  been  deepened 
by  the  birth  of  their  seven  children,  whose  names 
are  recorded  as  follows:  Mary  A.,  Sarah  M.,  Amelia 
C  ,  Robert  P.,  Abram  C,  Edna  E.  and  Charles  A. 

Upon  three  different  occasions  our  subject  has 
been  elected  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  as  often  did 
he  decline  to  serve,  feeling  that  it  was  impossible 
for  him  properly  to  do  so.  His  political  sentiments 
are  symphonious  with  those  of  the  Republican 
party,  with  which  he  has  been  in  heartiest  accord. 
He  has  done  much  to  promote  its  interests  in  the 
districts  of  which  he  has  been  a  resident,  and 
largely  assisted  in  the  organization  thereof  in  this 
State. 

In  his  ministerial  career  Mr.  Wisner  has  officiated 
at  over  500  funerals,  and  has  been  called  upon  to 
unite  in  wedlock  more  than  200  couples.  As  a 
preacher  he  used  the  language  of  the  people,  was 
happy  in  the  selection  of  forceful  illustrations,  plain 
in  argument  and  of  good  delivery,  which  may 
possibly  account  for  the  unusual  length  of  time  of 
his  ministry  at  South  Climax.  He  enjoys  a  very 
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fine  reputation  as  a  man,  and  is  everywhere  very 
mucli  respected.  He  is  no  less  able  in  the  hus- 
bandry of  the  fields,  and  in  that  of  a  more  spiritual 
nature,  having  thoroughly  imbibed  the  principles 
and  become  perfect  in  the  practice  before  studying 
for  the  ministry.  This  his  farm  reveals  at  a  glance. 
It  is  as  well  cultivated  and  admirably  kept,  as  fer- 
tile and  productive,  as  any  in  the  district.  Mr. 
Wisner  enlisted  March  27,  1865,  in  the  late  war,  in 
Company  C,  20th  Michigan  Infantry,  and  served 
three  months.  He  was  elected  Chaplain  of  the 
regiment  shortly  after  enlisting,  and  served  as  such 
during  his  term  of  service. 
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\f]  OHN  BOWER,  a  familiar  figure  among  the 
people  of  Colon  Township,  is  the  third  son 
of  John  and  Diana  (Gerhart)  Bower,  and 
was  born  in  Bristol  Hill,  Monroe  Co.,  N.  Y., 
July  4,  1824.  When  a  boy  of  twelve  years  he  came 
with  his  parents  to  this  county,  and  lived  with  them 
in  Nottawa  Township  until  a  youth  of  nineteen, 
Subsequently  he  made  his  home  in  Colon  Township 
with  his  uncle,  Adam  Bower,  for  a  period  of  six 
years.  He  then  returned  to  his  native  State,  and  • 
for  twelve  3'ears  thereafter  lived  upon  a  farm  in  the 
vicinity  of  Spring  port,  and  gave  his  attention  to 
agricultural  pursuits,  which  has  been  the  business 
of  his  life.  From  Springport  our  subject  removed 
to  the  vicinity  of  Fleming,  N.  Y.,  where  he  so- 
journed about  eight  years.  In  the  fall  of  1869  he 
returned  to  Michigan  and  purchased  eighty  acres 
of  land  on  section  5,  in  Colon  Township,  where  he 
has  since  lived. 

John  Bower,  Sr.,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Cayuga  County,  N.  Y.,  while  his  mother 
was  a  native  of  Livingston  County,  that  State. 
They  were  married  and  settled  in  the  latter  county, 
living  there  until  their  removal  to  Genesee  County. 
A  few  years  later  the}^  changed  their  residence  once 
more,  and  for  a  brief  time  made  their  home  in  Mon- 
roe County,  N.  Y.  In  1836  they  migrated  to  the 
Territory  of  Michigan,  and  located  in  JNottawa 
Township,  this  county,  where  the  death  of  the 
mother  took  place  four  years  later,  in  the  year  1840. 
The  father  of  our  subject,  after  the  death  of  his 
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wife,  removed  to  Mendon,  where  he  lived  for  a 
period  of  fifteen  years,  and  rested  from  his  earthly 
labors  Sept.  15,  1855.  The  parental  household  in- 
cluded seven  children,  all  of  whom  are  living  and 
residents  mostly  of  this  county.  John,  our  subject, 
was  married  rather  late  in  life,  in  Fleming,  Cayuga 
Co.,  N.Y.,  March  19,  1868,  to  Miss  Eliza  A.,  daugh- 
ter of  Isaac  and  Martha  (Chase)  Mosher,  wdio  were 
natives  of  Vermont.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  M.  after  their 
marriage  continued  residents  of  the  Green  Mount- 
ain State  until  their  removal  to  Scipio,  Cayuga 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  about  1859.  From  there  they  subse- 
quently changed  their  residence  to  Fleming.  Their 
family  included  six  children,  four  of  wiiom  are  now 
living. 

Mrs.  Bower  was  the  youngest  child  of  her  par- 
ents, and  was  born  in  Fleming,  Cayuga  Co.,  N.  Y., 
March  11,  1832.  She  was  reared  to  womanhood  in 
her  native  township,  and  received  her  education  in 
its  common  schools.  Of  her  union  with  our  sub- 
ject there  have  been  born  two  children,  George  M. 
and  Louisa,  the  latter  of  whom  died  when  a  chdd 
of  eleven  years.  Their  son  is  living  in  Colon 
Township.  Mr.  Boyer  cast  his  first  Presidential 
vote  for  Tyler,  and  thereafter  continued  a  number 
of  years  with  the  Republican  party.  About  1876 
he  identified  himself  with  the  Greenbackers,  and 
supports  its  principles  with  the  natural  courage  and 
decision  of  his  character.  He  has  served  as  School 
Director  in  his  district,  and  discharged  the  duties 
of  the  various  other  minor  offices  of  his  township. 
Both  he  and  his  excellent  wife  are  members  of  the 
Grange,  and  in  society  hold  a  good  position  among 
the  best  citizens  of  an  intelligent  community. 


ENRY  KLINE,  a  lifelong  farmer  and  a  resi- 
dent of  Nottawa  Township,  has  eighty  acres 
of  valuable  land  on  section  35,  a  part  of  his 
i^)  father's  old  homestead,  wliere  he  has  been 
carrying  on  agriculture  successfully  for  a  period 
of  sixteen  years.  A  native  of  the  Keystone  State, 
he  was  born  in  Snyder  County,  Jan.  3,  1847,  and 
when  a  lad  eight  years  of  age  came  to  this  county 
with  his  parents,  where  he  grew  to  man's  estate, 
acquiring  a  common-school  education. 
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The  parents  of  our  subject,  Michael  and  Eliza- 
beth (Speigelmeyer)  Kline,  were  also  natives  of 
Snyder  County,  Pa.,  where  they  spent  the  earlier 
years  of  their  lives  and  were  married.  About  1855 
they  migrated  to  Michigan,  settling  in  Nottawa 
Township,  this  county,  where  they  spent  the  re- 
mainder of  their  lives.  The  household  circle  con- 
sisted of  five  children,  all  of  whom  lived  to  mature 
years,  namely :  Reuben,  Samuel,  Jeremiah,  Henry 
and  Aaron.  The  latter  died  when  a  young  man. 
On  the  27th  of  September,  1870,  our  subject  was 
united  in  marriage,  at  Mendon,  with  a  very  estima- 
ble lady.  Miss  Mary  M.,  daughter  of  William  C. 
and  Matilda  (Aigler)  Kline.  The  parents  of  Mrs. 
K.  were  also  natives  of  Snyder  County,  Pa.,  where 
they  were  reared  and  married,  and  whence  they 
came  to  this  county  in  1868,  settling  in  Sherman 
Township,  where  they  still  reside.  Their  family 
consisted  of  five  children. 

Mrs.  Kline  is  a  native  of  the  same  county  as 
her  husband  and  parents,  and  was  born  Sept.  28, 
1851.  She  received  careful  home  training  and  a 
fair  education  in  the  common  school,  and  with  her 
husband  is  a  member  in  good  standing  of  the  Lu- 
theran Evangelical  Church.  She  is  a  very  pleasant 
and  amiable  lady,  and  has  hosts  of  friends  in  this 
vicinity.  Of  her  union  with  Mr.  Kline  there  have 
been  born  three  children,  two  sons  and  a  daughter, 
namely:  Lawrence  A., aged  seventeen  years,  Myrtie 
E.,  eight,  and  Vance  L.,  six.  Mr.  K.,  politically^ 
votes  the  Republican  ticket,  and  has  held  the  office 
of  School  Director  in  his  district. 
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Mr^\)EY.  T.  J.  BACHER,  minister  of  the  Re- 
l^f  formed  Church  of  the  United  States,  and 
<t»\\\  located  at  Nottawa,  is  a  most  faithful  and 
^efficient  minister,  and  a  man  of  more  than 
ordinary  capacities  mentally,  of  excellent  educa- 
tion, and  thoroughly  well  informed  in  matters  per- 
taining to  the  duties  of  his  calling.  A  native  of 
Tiflfin,  Ohio,  he  was  born  Aug.  15,  1850,  and  is  the 
son  of  Jacob  T.  Bacher,  who,  with  his  wife,  Mrs. 
Eliza  (Rinker)  Bacher,  was  a  native  of  Allentown, 
Pa.  The  father  is  a  tailor  by  trade,  and  is  still  liv- 
^ . 


ing,  making  his  home  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  The 
mother  departed  this  life  at  Tiffin,  Ohio,  in  August, 
1881. 

To  the  parents  of  our  subject  there  were  born 
seven  children,  five  of  whom  are  living.  Theodore 
J.,  a'native  of  Tiffin,  Ohio,  was  the  second  child,  and 
grew  to  manhood  in  his  native  town,  pursuing  his 
first  studies  in  the  common  schools,  and  later  becom- 
ing a  student  of  Heidelberg  College  in  Tiffin,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  in  the  classical  course  with 
honors.  He  entered  the  Theological  Seminary  at 
Tiffin,  and  when  completing  his  studies  there  was 
assigned  as  his  first  charge  to  Fremont,  Ohio,  be- 
ing the  pastor  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  that  city 
a  period  of  three  years.  He  then  withdrew  to  ac- 
cept a  call  to  the  Reformed  Church  at  Massillon,  in 
the  same  State,  where  he  remained  three  years,  then 
changed  his  residence  to  Wooster,  Ohio,  becoming 
pastor  of  the  Reformed  Church  of  the  United  States 
at  that  place,  remaining  there  also  three  years. 

About  1883  Mr.  Bacher  was  appointed  a  mission- 
ary to  the  city  of  Ft.  Wayne,  Ind.,  in  the  interests 
of  the  English  Reformed  Church.  He  was  instru- 
mental in  the  organization  of  Grace  Reformed 
Church  of  that  city,  which  now  embraces  a  large 
membership.  He  resided  there  five  years,  and  ac- 
quired church  property  to  the  value  of  $7,500.  After 
five  years'  residence  in  Ft.  Wayne,  he  resigned 
his  charge,  and  coming  to  this  county,  purchased  a 
fine  farm  along  the  southern  line  of  Nottawa  Town- 
ship, in  the  cultivation  and  improvement  of  which 
he  has  since  been  vigorously  engaged,  although  he 
still  labors  in  the  Master's  vineyard  as  before.  He 
has  a  handsome  residence  with  attractive  surround- 
ings, and  numbers  his  friends  by  the  score  in  this 
county.  As  a  pulpit  orator  he  is  an  able  expounder 
of  Scripture,  clear  and  forcible  in  his  arguments, 
and  invariably  commands  good  audiences.  Politi- 
cally, he  is  the  advocate  of  Republican  principles, 
and  keeps  himself  well  posted  upon  State  and  Na- 
tional events. 

Mr.  Bacher  was  married  in  Sycamore,  Ohio,  May 
6,  1873,  to  Miss  Minerva,  daughter  of  George  and 
Mary  C.  Taylor,  of  Sycamore,  and  who  was  born 
there  April  17,1 850.  The  parents  of  Mrs.  Bacher  are 
now  living  in  Sycamore,  Ohio.  To  our  subject  and 
his  estimable  wife  there  were  born  three  children, 
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one  of  whom,  Thomas  A.,  met  with  an  accident 
while  attending  school  which  resulted  in  his  death, 
Feb.  20,  1884,  when  he  was  nine  years  old.  The 
other  two  sons,  Ridgely  T.  and  Theo  A.,  are  at 
home  with  their  parents. 


•i«/NA*t— ♦♦ 


yp)ILLIAM  P.  CHAPIN,  well  known  throngh- 
'  out  Mendon  Township  and  vicinity,  is  a 
"^fr^  native  of  Burr  Oak  Township,  this  county, 
and  was  born  Sept.  23,  1860.  He  is  a  lifelong 
farmer,  having  spent  his  boyhood  amid  the  quiet 
pursuits  of  country  life,  and  acquired  his  education 
in  the  district  school.  He  lived  at  the  farm  with 
his  parents  until  twenty-four  years  of  age,  and  came 
to  Nottawa  Township  in  September,  1881.  Prior 
to  this,  however,  he  spent  a  year  or  so  in  Kendall- 
ville,  Ind.,  where  he  was  engaged  in  the  livery 
business.  AVith  this  small  deviation  lie  has  carried 
on  farming  continuously  since  leaving  the  old 
homestead.  He  w^as  married  in  Nottawa  Township, 
April  23,  1884,  to  Miss  Jessie  A.,  daughter  of 
Mark  H.  and  Julia  (Anderson)  Wakeman,  who  were 
pioneers  of  Southern  Michigan,  and  among  the 
earliest  settlers  of  Nottawa  Township. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chapin  there  has  been  born  one 
child  only,  a  daughter,  Alice,  March  10,  1886. 
Little  Alice  w^as  born  in  the  same  room  in  which 
her  mother  first  opened  her  eyes  to  the  light,  and 
they  were  dressed  by  the  same  woman,  Mrs.  David 
Rockwell,  who  is  still  living,  and  occupying  the 
oldest  log  house  in  Nottawa  Township,  on  the  old 
Mark  Wakeman  farm.  The  Chapin  homestead  em- 
braces forty-seven  acres  of  finely  cultivated  land, 
and  our  subject  is  interested  in  land  elsewhere. 
In  political  matters  he  votes  the  straight  Republican 
ticket,  and  socially,  belongs  to  Kendall ville  Lodge 
No.  316,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.  He  is  considerably  in- 
terested in  fine  horses  but  gives  most  of  his  at- 
tention to  general  farming. 

Mrs.  Chapin  was  born  in  Nottawa  Township,  May 
6, 1865.  Her  parents  had  a  family  of  three  children. 
The  eldest,  Annette,  is  married;  John  Charles  Fre- 
mont is  occupied  at  a  hotel  in  Mendon.  Mark  Hoag 
Wakeman,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Chapin,  was  born  in 
Bedford,  Westchester  Co.,  N.  Y.,  in  August,  1799, 


and  was  the  eldest  of  the  sons  of  the  household, 
and  the  leader  in  all  of  their  enterprises.  When  a 
youth  of  nineteen  years,  being  of  an  adventurous 
disposition,  he  went  south  to  Savannah,  Ga.,  and 
engaged  in  the  wholesale  hat  and  shoe  business  a 
number  of  years  successfully.  Finally  selling  out  he 
made  his  way,  in  1834,  to  New  Orleans,  and  in 
partnership  with  one  Palms,  embarked  in  the  ship 
chandlery  business.  In  1836  the  establishment  was 
destroyed  by  fire,  entailing  a  loss  of  $40,000.  Re- 
solving to  leave  the  scene  of  his  misfortune,  Mr. 
Wakeman  that  same  year  proceeded  north  to  this 
county,  where  his  brothers  had  already  located,  and 
engaged  with  them  in  farming  and  stock-raising 
extensively,  which  vocation  he  followed  a  period 
of  nearly  thirty  years  and  until  his  death,  in  June, 
1866.  The  late  Hiram  Wakeman  and  also  Adams 
Wakeman,  were  brothers  of  Mrs.  Chapin's  father. 
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OHN  C.  COOHON,  well  and  favorably  known 
throughout  the  community  as  an  enterpris- 
ing and  successful  farmer,  was  born  in  Ger- 
_  many  on  the  27th  of  February,  1823.  He 
received  his  education  in  the  schools  of  that  place, 
and  subsequently  engaged  in  farming,  continuing 
employed  thereat  until  he  was  about  twenty-three 
years  of  age.  He  then  determined  to  cross  the  At- 
lantic, and  find  out  for  himself  the  truth  regarding 
the  New  World,  from  which  had  come  such  reports 
of  opportunities  to  the  farmer,  and  in  fact  all  classes 
of  skilled  laborers.  Landing  in  New  York  in  1856, 
he  came  on  almost  directly  to  this  county,  accom- 
panied by  several  who  had  crossed  in  the  same 
vessel. 

Mr.  Coohon  speedily  found  employment  as  a 
farm  hand  at  a  rate  of  remuneration  that  enabled 
him  to  save  a  considerable  sum  every  month.  After 
about  two  years  he  was  enabled  to  rent  land  in 
Colon  Township,  and  was  very  prosperous  in  the 
work  undertaken.  At  the  end  of  ten  years  he  pur- 
chased forty  acres  of  thoroughly  good  land  situated 
on  section  21,  Colon  Township,  and  speedily  set- 
tled upon  it,  and  from  that  time  until  the  present 
has  devoted  his  best  energies  to  its  cultivation  and 
constant  improvement.  So  well  h«as  he  prospered 
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that  he  now  owns  193  acres,  has  erected  substantial 
farm  buildings,  and  has  quite  a  comfortable  and 
well-built  farm  dwelling. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  MenaThromp,  who  was  born  in  Germany, 
in  the  year  1830,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Job  and 
Christena  Thromp.  They  are  the  parents  of  six 
chiWren,  whose  names  are  as  follows:  William, 
Mena,  Mary,  Hannah,  Chris,  and  John  who  died 
when  three  years  of  age.  William  is  a  farmer  in 
Burr  Oak  Township,  and  is  doing  well;  Mena  is 
now  Mrs.  Lewe  Warkentine,  and  resides  with  her 
husband  in  Sherman  Township,  where  he  is  engaged 
in  farming;  Mary  is  happily  married  to  Fred  Bor- 
chort,  who  is  a  farmer  in  the  same  township;  the 
two  youngest  children  are  still  at  home. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Coohon  are  members  in  good  stand- 
ing of  the  German  Lutheran  Church,  with  which 
they  have  always  been  affiliated.  Our  subject  is  not 
prominent  in  political  circles,  neither  as  an  office- 
holder; he  usually  votes  with  the  Democratic  party, 
and  is  counted  among  its  firm  friends. 


r=^  LIAS  ANDREWS.  The  homestead  of  the 
subject  of  this  sketch  embraces  150  acres 
of  valuable  land,  finely  located  on  section 
36,  Nottawa  Township.  L^pon  this  he  has  effected 
good  improvements,  having  a  substantial  dwelling 
with  a  good  barn  and  outhouses,  fruit  and  shade 
trees,  and  all  the  appurtenances  of  the  well-regu- 
lated country  estate.  Nothing  but  the  hand  of 
thrift  and  industry  has  brought  the  property  to  its 
present  condition,  and  the  labors  of  Mr.  Andrews 
have  been  ably  seconded  by  one  of  the  most  estim- 
able and  capable  of  ladies,  who  has  performed  her 
full  part  in  the  accumulation  of  the  property  and 
the  construction  of  one  of  the  pleasantest  homes  in 
the  county. 

Our  subject  w^as  born  in  Madison  County,  Ohio, 
Sept.  1,  1819,  and  is  the  son  of  Charles  and  Polly 
(Patee)  Andrews,  who  were  natives  of  Connecticut. 
His  father  died  when  he  was  a  little  lad  of  five 
years,  in  Madison  County,  Ohio,  and  the  mother 
was  married  a  second  time.  Elias  accompanied 
his  mother  and  stepfather  to  Michigan  about  1831 ; 
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they  located  in  Wayne  County,  where  they  resided 
four  years,  then  coming  to  this  county,  in  Septem- 
ber, 1835,  settled  in  Nottawa  Township,  when  our 
subject  was  a  youth  about  sixteen  years  old.  The 
country  around  was  mostly  a  wilderness,  and  thus 
young  Andrews  became  intimately  acquainted  with 
pioneer  life,  its  toils  and  hardships. 

Our  subject  lived  at  home  until  about  twenty 
years  of  age,  then  repaired  to  the  vicinity  of  Ionia, 
and  made  his  home  with  a  brother,  residing  there 
for  about  two  and  one-half  years.  He  then  re- 
turned to  this  county,  of  which  he  has  since  been  a 
resident.  He  was  first  married  in  Sherman  Town- 
ship to  Miss  Mary  Foote,  who  became  the  mother  of 
two  children,  Mary  J.  and  Ida  E.,  and  died  in 
March,  1862.  The  elder  daughter  is  now  the  wife 
of  W^illiam  Harding,  of  Butler,  Ind.;  Ida  E.  re- 
mains at  the  homestead. 

Mrs.  Mary  M.  Chandler  became  the  wife  of  our 
subject  May  25,  1863,  the  wedding  taking  place 
in  Chicago,  111.  Mrs.  Andrews  was  born  at  Burns, 
N.  Y.,  Aug.  19,  1833,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Ste- 
phen and  Ann  Suydam  Mundy,  and  the  widow  of 
Bradley  Chandler,  who  died  at  Ottawa,  111.,  Oct.  15, 
1861.     Their  family  consisted  of  twelve  children. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Andrews  there  have  been  born 
two  sons:  Chancy  C,  born  in  1865,  and  Edward  E. 
They  are  at  home  with  their  parents.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Andrews  are  members  in  good  standing  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  with  which  they  have 
been  connected  many  }- ears,  and  to  which  they  have 
given  a  liberal  and  cheerful  support.  Mr.  A.  is  a 
stanch  advocate  of  Republican  principles  The  fam- 
il}^  are  widely  esteemed  in  their  community,  being 
ranked  among  the  elements  which  have  given  to 
this  county  its  prestige  and  standing,  socially, 
morally  and  financially. 


NDREW  C.  RUSSELL  is  pursuing  the 
even  tenor  of  his  way  in  a  comparatively 
uneventful  manner  at  a  comfortable  home- 
stead in  Nottawa  Township,  lying  on  sec- 
tion 24,  and  to  which  he  came  in  1888.  A  native 
of  this  township,  he  was  born  Nov.  25,   1838,  the 
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year  after  Michigan  was  admitted  into  the  Union  as 
a  State.  Of  his  father,  Joseph  Russell,  one  of  the 
pioneers  of  Michigan,  a  sketch  will  be  found  on 
another  page  in  tliis  work.  The  latter  is  a  resident 
of  Leonidas  Township,  in  the  northeastern  corner  of 
this  county. 

Mr.  Russell  studied  his  first  lesson  in  the  pioneer 
schools  of  tills  county,  and  became  fully  acquainted 
with  the  methods  of  farming  at  that  day,  which,  it 
is  hardly  necessary  to  state,  were  prosecuted  under 
many  difficulties  and  with  machinery  far  inferior 
to  that  of  the  present.  He  remained  a  member  of 
the  parental  household  until  reaching  his  majority, 
when  he  was  married,  and  settled  first  on  a  farm  in 
Sherman  Township.  He  sojourned  there  a  few 
years,  then  moved  to  a  farm  east  of  Nottawa,  which 
he  occupied  about  one  and  one-half  years.  Thence 
he  removed  to  Sturgis  and  conducted  a  livery  and 
sale  stable  about  the  same  length  of  time;  he  then 
turned  his  attention  exclusively  to  the  buying  and 
selling  of  horses  one  season.  Next  he  embarked 
in  the  butchering  business  in  Sturgis,  at  wliich  he 
was  occupied  five  years,  finally  exchanging  the 
business  for  a  farm  in  the  vicinity  of  Crotch  Lake, 
where  he  removed  with  his  family  and  lived  five 
years. 

Mr.  Russell  at  the  expiration  of  this  time  con- 
cluded to  experiment  upon  the  soil  of  Nebraska, 
and  accordingly  purchased  a  farm  in  Harlin  County, 
wiiere  he  carried  on  stock-raising  and  agriculture 
four  years,  then  sold  out  and  returned  to  his  native 
county.  He  now  rented  a  farm  in  Bronson  Town- 
ship three  years,  then  purchased  land  adjacent  to 
the  village,  and  occupied  himself  there  at  farming 
and  stock-raising  one  year.  Then  selling  out  once 
more  he  purchased  the  property  which  he  now 
owns  and  occupies.  This  embraces  fifty  acres  of 
good  land  under  thorough  cultivation,  and  with  its 
buildings,  forms  a  remarkably  snug  homestead. 

The  marriage  of  Andrew  C.  Russell  and  Miss 
Crysothemis  Thurston  was  celebrated  at  the  home 
of  the  bride  in  Colon  Township,  Dec.  13,  1861. 
This  lady  is  the  daughter  of  Marsena  and  Lovina 
(Washburn)  Thurston,  the  latter  of  whom  died 
April  15,  1885,  at  her  home  in  Colon.  Mr.  Thur- 
ston survived  his  wife  less  than  two  years,  his  death 
taking  place  Jan.  7,  1887.     They  had  a  family  of 
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twelve    children,  eight  of   whom  are  livino 
residents  mostly  of  this  county. 

Mrs.  Russell  was  the  fourth  child  of  her  parents, 
and  was  born  in  Colon  Township,  this  county, 
April  1,  1842.  She  received  her  education  in  the 
common  schools  and  remained  with  her  parents 
until  her  marriage.  Of  her  union  with  our  subject 
there  have  been  born  seven  children,  one  of  whom, 
an  infant  son,  Herbert  C,  died  when  ten  weeks  old. 
The  survivors  are:  Hector  D.,  who  married  Miss 
Victoria  Walker,  and  lives  in  Wabash  County, 
Ind.;  Clare  A.,  Iffie  1).,  Rush,  Carl  W.  and  Cecil 
L.  Mr.  Russell  while  a  resident  of  Nebraska  served 
as  Justice  of  the  Peace,  but  cares  very  little  for 
the  honors  of  office.  He  cast  his  first  Presidential 
vote  for  Lincoln,  and  since  becoming  of  age  has 
given  his  support  to  the  principles  of  the  Repub- 
lican party. 

RS.  ELIZA  S.  JACOX,  of  Nottawa  Town- 
ship, owns  and  occupies  a  pleasant  and 
valuable  homestead  on  section  24,  where 
she  took  up  her  abode  with  her  late  hus- 
band in  1859.  She  is  a  lady  numbered  among  the 
best  people  of  St.  Joseph  County,  possessing  more 
than  ordinary  intelligence  and  sterling  worth  of 
character.  She  was  boi'n  in  Morris  County,  N.  J., 
Nov.  14,  1821,  and  is  the  daughter  of  John  and 
Mary  (Viles)  Snider,  who  were  also  natives  of  that 
State,  where  they  were  reared  and  married  and 
where  the  father  died  in  1822. 

John  Snider  was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  made  a 
comfortable  living  for  his  family,  and  possessed  all 
the  qualities  of  an  honest  man  and  good  citizen. 
The  mother  after  the  death  of  her  husband  lived  in 
New  Jersey  till  1832,  then  came  to  Michigan,  where 
she  spent  her  last  days,  dying  in  1877,  when  about 
seventy-five  years  old.  They  were  the  parents  of 
one  child  only,  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  Mrs. 
Jacox  was  a  maiden  of  seventeen  when  she  took 
up  her  abode  in  this  county.  She  was  married  at 
the  residence  of  William  Connors,  of  Nottawa 
Township,  Jan.  8,  1838.  to  Harvey  Jacox,  who  had 
come  to  Michigan  with  his  parents  when  a  small 
boy.  He  was  born  in  Ontario  County,  N.  Y.,May 
10,  1808,  and  after  living  in  Michigan  with  his  par- 
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ents  for  a  time  returned  to  his  native  State,  where 
he  sojourned  several  years,  then  came  to  this 
county  in  1837,  of  which  he  was  a  resident  un- 
til his  death,  which  occurred  in  1883.  He  was  a 
thorough  and  skillful  farmer,  and  labored  indus- 
triously many  years  to  build  up  the  homestead 
upon  which  his  widow  now  resides,  surrounded  by 
all  the  comforts  of  life.  The  farm  embraces  160 
acres,  and  upon  it  are  neat  and  substantial  build- 
ings, a  tasteful  residence,  with  a  good  barn  and  all 
the  necessary  structures  for  the  shelter  of  stock  and 
the  storing  of  grain.  The  farm  has  been  operated 
by  improved  machinery,  and  the  cattle,  horses  and 
swine  are  of  excellent  description. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jacox  there  were  born  the  chil- 
dren whose  record  is  as  follows:  Calista,  the  eldest 
daughter,  is  the  wife  of  S.  McMillan,  of  Colon; 
Eioise  married  Robert  Schemerhorn,  and  lives  in 
Nottawa;  Isabell,  Mrs.  Edgar  Chapman,  is  in 
Indiana;  Frank,  unmarried,  remains  at  home  with 
his  mother;  John  J.  married  Miss  Ada  Shaffer,  and 
is  farming  in  Nottawa  Township;  Major  also  car- 
ries on  agriculture  in  this  township;  Mary  E.  died 
when  eight  years  of  age;  John  died  in  infancy,  and 
Walter  is  a  promising  young  man  of  twenty- two 
years;  William  was  fatally  injured  by  the  kick  of  a 
horse,  which  he  only  survived  a  short  time;  he  was 
nineteen  years  old.  Colonel  died  when  a  lad  of  thir- 
teen years. 


/y>.|  G.  COVEY,  better  known  among  the  old 
^&IUa\  settlers  and  pioneers  of  Leonidas  Town- 
ship and  the  county  generally  as  "Gill" 
Covey,  has  been  a  resident  of  the  county 
for  forty-two  years.  Allen  Covey,  his  father, 
migrated  with  his  wife  and  family,  comprising  six 
children,  from  Steuben  County,  N.  Y.,  to  this  dis- 
trict in  1846,  and  settled  in  the  above  township. 
Here  he  took  up  eighty  acres  of  land,  for  which 
he  traded  land  in  New  York. 

The  new  home  of  the  Covey  family  was  situated 
on  section  35,  and  afforded  every  opportunity  for 
the  exercise  of  both  the  theoretical  and  practical 
knowledge  of  agriculture,  and  not  of  that  simply, 
but  of  the  preparing  of  new  land  for  the  plow  and 
after  work.    The  family  speedily  became  well  known 


among  their  neighbors  and  much  esteemed.  The 
names  of  the  children  are  as  follows:  Alphus  M., 
Daniel  B.,  Reuben  C,  Eleazer  J.,  Allen  G.,  Susanna. 
The  wife  and  mother  departed  this  life  in  the  month 
of  July,  1846,  the  father  surviving  only  until  the 
following  October,  1846. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  born  in  Howard, 
Steuben  Co.,  N.  Y.,  on  the  9th  of  March,  1834,  and 
he  was  about  twelve  years  of  age  when  his  parents 
moved  West.  After  the  death  of  his  father  he 
went  to  live  with  Mr.  David  Franklin,  of  the  same 
township,  where  he  remained  for  over  three  years, 
and  then  went  to  live  with  his  brother  Alphus, 
staying  with  him  for  about  two  years.  Being 
eighteen  years  of  age,  he  then  started  out  in  life 
for  himself,  obtaining  a  position  where  he  could 
work  on  the  farm  by  the  month,  continuing  thus  for 
eight  years,  working  for  the  greater  part  of  the 
time  in  Florence  Township. 

Returning  to  Leonidas  Township  in  December, 
1860,  Mr.  Covey  bought  land  and  settled  about  half 
a  mile  north  of  the  Grove  school-house,  where  he 
made  his  home  for  about  eight  years,  which  were 
years  of  prosperity,  then  finding  a  good  purchaser, 
he  sold  out.  He  bought  eighty  acres  on  section 
29,  to  which  he  has  added  an  additional  forty  acres. 
His  life  has  been  spent  mainly  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits, and  he  is  a  thoroughly  practical,  enterprising 
and  prosperous  farmer. 

On  the   2d   of  December,  1860,  our  subject  en- 
tered into  that  relation  which  has  brought  him  so 
much  of  the  brightness  and  happiness  of  life,  that 
being  the  day  when  he  was  united  in  wedlock  with 
Miss  Myra  J.  Bowers,  at  Constantine,  this  county. 
Miss    Bowers    was    born    in    Washtenaw    County, 
Mich.,  on  the  19th  of  April,  1839,  and  is  a  daugh- 
ter  of  John  and  Sarah  (Wood)  Bowers,  who  are 
natives  of  New  York  and  Pennsylvania  respectively. 
Their  marriage  has  been  consummated  by  the  birth 
of  three  children,  named  as   follows:  S.  Adelbert, 
who  is  now  the  husband  of  Cora  Lewis,  is   one  of 
the    prosperous   farmers   of    Leonidas   Township; 
Sarah  S.,  who  is  at  home,  and  Ernest  A.,  who  met 
his  death   from   injuries  resulting  from   his  horse 
running  away  while  he  was  driving  on  the  24th  of 
February,  1883.    He  went  with  his  father  to  Colon 
with  a  load  of  hogs,  and  was  holding  the  horses  by 
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their  heads  when  they  took  fright  at  tlie  cars.  It 
was  sleighing  time.  He  was  dragged  about  thirt}^ 
rods,  and  then  the  sleigh  went  over  him,  inflicting 
fatal  injuries.  He  was  picked  up  and  carried  home, 
where  he  died  the  following  evening. 

Our  subject  and  wife  have  taken  much  interest 
in  the  education  of  their  children,  believing  it  the 
best  inheritance  or  fortune  they  could  possibly 
give  them.  Sarah  S.  is  a  graduate  of  the  Valparaiso 
College  in  the  department  of  elocution,  and  is  now 
a  teacher.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cove}^  are  members  in 
good  standing  of  the  Grange,  P.  of  H.,  and  have 
been  connected  therewith  fifteen  years.  They  are 
much  respected  in  the  order,  as  they  are  also  in 
society  at  large,  where  the  sterling  qualities  that 
have  always  been  exhibited  in  their  lives  and  char- 
acter have  won  for  them  thorough  respect  and  es- 
teem. 
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^^=^>RANC1S    L.    McKINDLEY,    of    Mendon 

Pji  Township,  bears  the  proud  distinction  of 
having  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for 
Old  Tippecanoe  in  1840;  with  no  less  enthusiasm  he 
voted  for  the  grandson  of  the  old  warrior  in  Novem- 
ber, 1888.  He  has  thus  rounded  up  a  life  of  nearly 
seventy  years,  and  from  present  indications  has  by 
no  means  outlived  his  usefulness.  He  is  still  the 
same  kindly,  genial  and  reliable  man  that  he  was 
thirty  years  ago,  and  numbers  his  friends  by  the 
score  in  this  county,  of  which  he  has  been  a  resi- 
dent for  a  period  of  over  forty  years. 

Our  subject  was  cradled  in  the  township  of  Gal- 
way,  Saratoga  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  his  birth  took 
place  July  3,  1817.  His  father,  William  McKind- 
ley,  was  also  a  native  of  that  county,  and  he  married 
Miss  Martha  McLean,  who  was  born  in  Wash- 
ington County,  N.  Y.  Each  died  in  the  county  of 
their  birth,  the  father  in  1823  and  the  mother  in  the 
summer  of  1857.  They  were  the  parents  of  four 
children,  and  Francis  L.  was  the  third  in  order  of 
birth.  The  others  are  all  deceased.  They  located 
in  their  native  State,  and  there  passed  away. 

Our  subject  spent  his  childhood  and  youth  in  the 
Empire  State,  occupying  himself  at  the  homestead 
with    his   grandfather   until  a   youth    of   eighteen 
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years,  acquiring  in  the  meantime  a  common-school 
education.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  years  he  re- 
paired to  Balston  Spa,  and  served  an  apprentice- 
ship of  two  years  at  the  trade  of  mason.  This  he 
followed  fora  number  of  seasons  in  his  native  county 
but  in  the  spring  of  1845  determined  to  cast  his  lot 
with  the  pioneers  of  Michigan.  Coming  to  this 
county  he  settled  in  Mendon  Township,  of  which  he 
has  since  been  a  resident.  He  first  employed  him- 
self at  his  trade,  and  made  his  first  purchase  of  land 
in  the  summer  of  1845.  Of  this  he  is  still  the  pos- 
sessor, and  has  bent  his  energies  toward  its  improve- 
ment and  cultivation.  He  has  good  buildings,  the 
requisite  farm  machiner\^  and  live  stock,  the  typi- 
cal apple  orchard,  and  the  other  fruit  and  shade 
trees,  all  of  which  bear  their  part  in  the  making  up 
of  the  complete  homestead. 

During  thirty-six  years  of  his  life  there  has  ac- 
companied our  subject  as  his  most  faithful  com- 
panion and  helpmate  a  most  estimable  lady,  whose 
maiden  name  w^as  Susan  Reynolds,  and  to  whom  he 
was  married  May  6,  1852,  at  the  residence  of  her 
parents  in  Mendon  Township.  Mrs.  McKindley 
was  born  near  the  city  of  Troy,  Rensselaer  Co.,  N. 
Y.,  Nov.  20,  1826,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Nathaniel 
and  Orelia  (Bovie)  Reynolds,  who  were  also  natives 
of  the  Empire  State,  and  removed  from  Steuben 
County  to  Michigan  in  the  fall  of  1840.  They  set- 
tled upon  a  tract  of  new  land  in  Mendon  Township, 
this  county,  where  they  battled  with  the  elements 
of  a  new  soil  and  built  up  a  comfortable  homestead, 
on  which  they  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives. 
Nathaniel  Reynolds  departed  this  life  Feb.  25, 
1851,  and  his  estimable  wife  Aug.  2,  1854.  They 
were  the  parents  of  nine  children,  of  whom  Mrs. 
McKindley  was  the  eldest.  Of  her  brothers  and 
sisters  tw6  are  living,  making  their  homes  mostly 
in  Washington  Territory  and  Wisconsin. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  McKindlej^  began  their  wedded  life 
together  under  a  modest  roof-tree  on  their  own 
farm,  and  have  labored  hand  in  hand  through  storm 
and  sunshine  to  secure  for  themselves  a  competence 
for  their  declining  years  and  attain  to  a  worthy 
position  among  the  people  around  them.  They 
number  their  friends  by  the  score  in  this  county, 
which  owes  its  development  and  prosperity  to  such 
as  they,  wiio  permitted  no  difficult}^  to  discourage 
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them,  and  who  have  done  good  as  they  had  oppor- 
tunity. 

To.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McKindley  there  were  l)orn 
three  children:  WiUiam  Francis,  March  11,  1853; 
Mary  A.,  July  20,  1854;  John  A.^  Feb.  10,  1866. 
The  eldest  son  is  single,  and  a  resident  of  Kala- 
mazoo; Mary  died  Jan.  27,  1870,  when  an  interest- 
ing maiden  of  nearly  sixteen  years;  John  A.  is  now 
a  promising  young  man  of  twenty-three  years.  It 
is  hardly  necessary  to  state  that  he  is  a  stanch  sup- 
porter of  Republican  principles,  and  cast  his  first 
Presidential  vote  for  Harrison.  He  was  married, 
Dec.  12,  1888,  to  Yira  A.  Olds,  of  Athens. 
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(^  J^lLLIAM  SHARER  is  a  name  well  known 
\/\jl'  and  respected  in  St.  Joseph  County,  not 
\!^  only  because  of  what  he  is  but  also  on  ac- 
count of  his  parents.  The  property  of  this  gentle- 
man is  situated  upon  section  13  of  Colon  Township, 
and  comprises  130  acres  of  carefully  farmed  land. 
He  was  born  in  Lyons,  Wayne  Co.,  N.  Y.,  on  the 
1st  of  May,  1812;  until  he  attained  to  man's  es- 
tate he  lived  with  his  parents  in  his  native  county. 
He  was  reared  upon  a  farm,  and  has  therefore  from 
earliest  years  been  conversant  with  the  daily  hap- 
penings of  such  a  life,  and  intimate  with  all  the 
details  of  agricultural  labor.  In  1839  he  went  to 
Lenawee  County,  and  located  in  Rome  Township, 
where  he  bought  a  farm  and  continued  to  live  for 
fourteen  or  fifteen  years.  In  the  spring  of  1854  he 
removed  to  St.  Joseph  County,  and  settled  on  sec- 
tion 13,  Colon  Township,  where  he  has  been  a  resi- 
dent ever  since. 

The  farm  of  Mr.  Sharer  includes  some  130  acres, 
upon  which  he  has  expended  much  time,  energy,  in- 
telligent effort  and  assiduous  labor.  Life  has  not 
been,  and  never  can  be,  a  continual  Mayday  to  one 
similarly  placed  and  of  kindred  disposition;  not  that 
it  is  without  its  sunshine  or  its  brightness,  but  the 
sterner  realities  of  life  that  are  ever  demanding 
attention  have  to  be  and  are  met  faithfully  and 
well.  He  has  experienced  all  the  hardships  and 
trjnng  situations  incident  to  settlement  in  a  new 
country  and  is  familiar  therewith,  but  is  neverthe- 


less rejoiced,  as  looking  around  he  sees  the  large 
progress  made,  the  well-settled  condition  of  coun- 
try, the  increase  of  wealth  and  power  that  has  come 
to  the  communit}^  in  the. course  of  years. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  married,  in  Lyons, 
Wayne  Co.,  N.  Y.,  on  the  22d  of  February,  1833, 
to  Miss  Lucinda  Weed.  This  lady  was  born  in  Ft. 
Ann,  Washington  County,  in  the  same  State,  on  the 
14th  of  August,  1814.  There  have  come  to  their 
home  eight  children,  seven  of  whom  they  have  been 
permitted  to  bring  to  mature  years,  the  other  died 
in  infancy.  The  names  of  those  living  are  as  follows : 
George  W.,  Henrietta,  Selick  W.,  Lydia  A.,  Mary, 
Harry  C.  and  Thurlow  B.  George  is  residing  in 
Cedar  Springs,  Kent  County;  Henrietta  is  now  Mrs. 
William  C.  Houland,  of  Ovid,  Mich.;  Lydia  is  the 
wife  of  Byron  B.  Noyes,  of  Branch  County;  Mary 
is  married  to  Oliver  B.  Culver,  of  the  same  county; 
Harry  is  in  Chicago;  Selick  is  in  Colon  and  Thur- 
low at  home. 

For  twelve  years  our  subject  continued  to  hold 
the  position  of  Commissioner  of  Highways,  and  is 
a  member  of  Colon  Grange,  P.  of  H.  In  political 
circles  he  is  not  prominent,  although  at  all  times 
interested  in  the  various  questions  before  the  peo- 
ple. He  has  always  been  a  stanch  Republican  and 
an  ardent  worker  for  the  party.  He  is  a  man  of 
fine  personal  character,  a  good  agriculturist,  and  a 
most  worthy  and  capable  citizen. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  representatives 
of  that  type  of  manhood  and  womanhood  that  has 
almost  passed  away  and  become  obsolete  since  the 
revolution  in  civilization  that  resulted  in  the  pres- 
ent never-ceasing,  impetuous  rush  of  life.  His 
father,  Henry  Sharer,  was  a  native  of  Maryland ; 
the  maiden  name  of  his  wife,  the  mother  of  our 
subject,  was  Elizabeth  Berrock,  who  was  born  in 
the  same  State.  Their  first  home  was  made  in  their 
native  State,  and  there  they  continued  to  reside 
for  some  years,  then  they  removed  to  Wayne 
County,  N.  Y.  This  migration  was  effected  in  the 
year  1810.  They  resided  in  this  place  until  their 
removal  to  Michigan,  where  they  settled  in  Rome, 
Lenawee  County,  and  continued  to  live  for  the  re- 
mainder of  their  days.  They  were  widely  known 
throughout  the  county,  and  in  fact  the  entire  set- 
tlement, and    it  is  more  than  likely  that  the  true 
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domesticity,  the  large-hearted,  generous  hospitality 
which  marked  their  home  are  what  have  given  to 
oursubject  the  desire,  resolution  and  will  to  fashion 
his  home  after  a  similar  plan. 

The  parents  of  Mrs.  Sharer  were  Selick  and 
Temperance  (Owen)  Weed.  Her  father  was  born 
in  Connecticut  and  her  mother  in  New  York. 
After  their  marriage  they  settled  in  Washington 
County,  and  afterward  resided  in  Galen,  Wayne 
Co.,  N.  Y.  After  a  happy  wedded  life  of  many 
years  the  time  of  parting  that  comes  to  all  came  to 
them.  Sept.  29,  1853,  the  father  and  husband 
passed  to  his  last  resting-place,  his  wife  depart- 
ino-  this  life  on  the  1st  of  August,  1849. 


?DAM  BOWER.  The  pioneer  history  of 
St.  Joseph  County  will  increase  in  interest 
as  years  pass  by  and  the  lapse  grows  longer 
between  the  early  days  and  the  present. 
Among  the  intelligent  class  of  a  community  it  is  a 
matter  of  pride  that  their  ancestors  were  enterpris- 
ing and  worthy  citizens,  and  that  they  assisted  in 
building  up  one  of  the  greatest  countries  on  the 
face  of  the  earth.  Thus  is  evinced  the  importance 
of  preserving  family  history,  which  may  be  read  in 
after  years  by  coming  generations;  no  man  of  fore- 
thought will  give  this  matter  a  secondary  place  in 
his  thoughts. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  came  to  Michigan  dur- 
ing its  Territorial  days,  and  since  that  time  has  been 
closely  identified  with  the  interests  of  the  people 
of  this  section.  He  has  distinguished  himself  as 
one  of  the  most  useful  citizens  of  St.  Joseph  County, 
having  by  his  example  of  industry  alone  furnished 
a  stimulus  to  his  compeers  and  those  who  came 
after.  He  is  the  offspring  of  an  excellent  family, 
his  father,  John  Bower,  having  been  a  substantial 
Pennsylvanian,  a  native  of  Schuylkill  County.  The 
mother^  Mrs.  Polly  (Cline)  Bower,  wasalso  a  native 
of  that  county,  where  the  parents  were  reared  and 
married.  Not  long  afterward  they  took  up  their 
residence  in  Cayuga  County,  N.  Y.  The  mother 
died  while  a  young  woman,  when  her  son  Adam 
was  but  five  years  old. 

Mr.    Bower   spent   his   boyhood    and    youth    in 
««.4# ^ -« 


Union  Springs,  Cayuga  Co.,  N.  Y.  His  father 
came  to  this  county  in  1836,  but  only  lived  six  years 
thereafter,  his  death  occurring  in  the  year  1844. 
Adam  was  the  youngest  of  the  family,  which  con- 
sisted of  four  sons  and  four  daughters.  He  was 
born  in  Cayuga  County,  N.  Y.,  Dec.  18,  1813,  and 
early  in  life  became  familiar  with  the  various  em- 
ployments of  the  farm.  He  was  married  in  his 
native  county,  to  which  he  had  returned  for  that 
purpose,  Sept.  8,  1836,  and  in  March  of  the  follow- 
ing year  settled  with  his  young  wife  upon  the 
farm  in  Colon  Township,  where  he  has  since  labored 
with  such  excellent  results. 

The  first  purchase  of  Mr.  Bower  was  a  tract  of 
160  acres,  and  the  first  dwelling  which  sheltered 
himself  and  his  young  wife  was  a  log  house.  Mr. 
Bower  possessed  much  mechanical  genius,  and  the 
buildings  thereafter  erected  were  the  work  of  his 
own  hands,  he  doing  not  only  the  carpentering  but 
the  masonry.  That  first  humble  dwelling  about 
1858  gave  w^ay  to  a  more  commodious  one,  and  of 
more  modern  style  of  architecture.  The  homestead 
as  it  now  appears  is  second  to  none  in  the  county, 
and  the  barns  and  out-buildings  are  especially  fine, 
being  amply  adapted  to  the  storing  of  grain  and 
the  shelter  of  stock.  Mr.  Bower  by  the  exercise  of 
incessant  industry  and  economy  in  due  time  found 
himself  on  the  highway  to  prosperity.  With  wise 
forethought  he  invested  his  spare  capital  in  addi- 
tional land,  and  is  now  the  owner  of  557  broad 
acres,  the  most  of  which  he  has  brought  to  a  good 
state  of  cultivation. 

Fifty-two  years  ago,  on  the  8th  of  September, 
1836,  Mr.  Bower  was  married  in  Springport,  Cay- 
uga Co.,  N.  Y.,  to  Miss  Hannah  C.  Richards,  daugh- 
ter of  Simeon  and  Mary  (Chitister)  Richards,  who 
w^ere  natives  of  New  Y^'ork,  and  spent  the  last  years 
of  their  lives  in  Cayuga  County,  amid  the  quiet 
scenes  of  country  life.  Mrs.  Bower  was  born  in 
Ballston,  Saratoga  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Sept.  4,  1814,  and 
became  the  mother  of  two  children,  Simeon  A.  and 
John  F.  The  elder  son  died  in  Colon  Township, 
this  county,  April  3,  1874.  The  mother  had  died 
twenty-six  years  before,  on  the  6th  of  December, 
1848. 

The  father  of   our  subject  contracted  a  second 
marriage,  Jan.  15,  1850,  with  Miss  Mary  E.  Pitts. 
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This  lady  was  born  in  Onondaga  County.  N.  Y.. 
Nov,  3,  1827.  There  were  born  of  this  union  six 
children — Augustus  L.,  Hannah  E.,  James  E., 
Louis  A.,  William  E.  and  Henry  P.  Augustus  is 
a  resident  of  Bronson,  this  State;  Hannah  died 
wheji  an  infant  of  six  weeks ;  James  E.  is  a  resident  of 
Iron  County,  Mich.;  Louis  A.  died  in  Colon,  Sept. 
27,  1857;  William  E.  is  a  resident  of  Colon  Town- 
ship, and. Henry  P.,  of  Leonidas  Township.  Mrs. 
Mary  E.  (Pitts)  Bower  died  at  the  homestead  in 
(Jolon  Township,  Oct.  25,  1881. 

Adam  Bower  was  again  married,  in  Mendon.  this 
State,  April  10,  1  883,  to  Mrs.  Amanda  R.  (Richards) 
Miner,  widow  of  George  Miner,  who  died  in  Porter 
Township,  this  county,  in  1879.  Mrs.  Amanda 
Bower  was  born  in  Onondaga  County,  N.  Y.,  March 
1,  1835.  and  by  her  union  with  Mr.  Miner  is  the 
mother  of  one  child,  a  daughter.  Mary  P.,  who  is 
now  living  at  home. 

Mr.  Bower,  politically,  votes  the  straight  Repub- 
lican ticket,  and  with  his  excellent  wife  is  identified 
with  Colon  Grange,  P.  of  H.  He  has  never  had  any 
desire  for  the  responsibilities  of  office  although  he 
has  discharged  the  duties  of  some  of  those  in  his 
township.  A  man  strictly  attentive  to  his  own  con- 
cerns, he  is  one  who  long  ago  estal)lished  himself 
in  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  his  fellow-citizens, 
and  by  his  straightforward  life  and  unquestioned 
integrity  is  ranked  among  the  leading  men  of  St. 
Joseph  County. 
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^pv>  HAUNCY  M.  CLEVELAND  represents  real 
(l  n  ^^^^^^  ^^  ^^®  extent  of  280  acres  on  sections 
^^i/  7,  19  and  12,  in  Colon  Township,  most  of 
which  is  in  a  productive  condition,  and  yields  to 
the  proprietor  a  good  income  for  his  labors  as  a 
tiller  of  the  soil.  He  is  a  man  possessing  a  great 
deal  of  perseverance  and  resolution — the  legitimate 
inheritance  from  his  substantial  ancestry,  who  were 
people  generally  well-to-do  and  surrounded  by  the 
comforts  of  life.  A  native  of  Erie  County,  Pa., 
he  was  borri  April  12,  1831,  and  when  a  lad  of 
thirteen  years  came  with  his  parents  to  Michigan, 
they  locating  in  Nottawa  Township,! this  county. 
The  father,  Stephen  Cleveland,  was  born  in  Otsego 


County,  Town  of  the  Chestnuts,  N.  Y.,  in  the  year 
1805,  and  married  Miss  Maria  Sullivan,  who  was 
also  a  native  of  the  Empire  State.  They  remained 
residents  there  for  a  time,  then  removed  to  Penn- 
sylvania, and  later  to  Ohio,  whence  they  came  to 
Michigan.  The  mother  was  born  in  the  State  of 
New  Jersey  in  1806,  and  died  in  Nottawa  Town- 
ship, this  county,  Dec.  3,  1857.  The  father  is  still 
living,  being  now  well  advanced  in  years,  and 
makes  his  home  with  his  daughter,  Jane  Orton, 
near  Three  Rivers,  in  Lockport  Township. 

To  the  parents  of  our  subject  there  were  born 
twelve  children,  of  whom  Chauncy  M.  was  the 
fourth.  Of  the  others,  seven  are  living,  and  lo- 
cated mostly  in  Michigan  and  California.  Chauncy 
M.,  like  his  brothers  and  sisters,  became  familiar 
at  an  early  age  with  the  employments  of  farm  life, 
and  was  trained  to  habits  of  industry.  He  began 
also  at  an  early  age  to  lay  his  plans  for  the  future, 
and  when  a  youth  of  nineteen  years  left  home  and 
commenced  working  out  by  the  month.  After  three 
years  he  returned  to  the  parental  roof-tree,  and 
thereafter  gave  his  father  a  good  share  of  what  he 
earned,  and  also  contributed  his  labors  for  two 
years. 

Mr.  Cleveland  came  to  this  county  in  the  spring 
of  1844,  and  first  occupied  himself  at  driving  and 
breaking  team,  and  later  in  a  general  farming  busi- 
ness. In  the  meantime  he  formed  the  acquaintance 
of  one  of  its  most  estimable  young  ladies.  Miss 
Saloma  Engle,  to  wiiom  he  was  married  Nov.  1, 
1855.  This  lady  was  born  in  Rochester,  N.  Y., 
Nov.  16,  1834,  and  is  the  daughter  of  George  and 
Christina  (Klipferstein)  Engle,  both  of  whom  were 
natives  of  Alsace,  France.  They  were  married  in 
1823,  and  emigrated  to  the  United  States  in  1827. 
They  were  for  a  time  afterward  residents  of  Roches- 
ter, N.  Y.,  whence  they  came  to  Michigan  Territory 
about  1836,  and  settled  in  Colon  Tow^nship,  where 
they  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives,  the  father 
engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  He  lived  to  be 
fifty-one  years  old,  his  death  taking  place  Jan.  21, 
1851.  The  mother  survived  her  husband  thirty- 
seven  years,  remaining  a  widow,  and  departed 
hence  April  1,  1888,  having  spent  her  last  days 
with  her  daughter  Saloma. 

To  the  parents  of   Mrs.   Cleveland    there  were 
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{    born  six  children,  four  of  whom  lived  to  mature 
f     years,  and  Mrs.  C.  was  the  fourth  of  the   family. 
f     Of  her  union  with  our  subject  there  are  two  sons 
I    and  a  daughter:  George,  the  eldest,  married  Miss 
}    YMr  Avery,  and  is  occupied  at  farming  in  Nottawa 
I     Township;  Thomas  married  Miss  Cora  Blackwood, 
•     and   lives   in  Colon;  Jennie  is  the  wife  of  A.  H. 
Thurston,  who  is  engaged  in  farming  at  Burr  Oak, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cleveland  began  their  wedded  life 
in  Colon  Township,  where  they  have  since  lived. 
In  1876  the  first  modest  dwelling  was  replaced  by 
a  handsome   brick   residence,  which,  with   its  sur- 
roundings,  forms    a    very    attractive    home.     Mr. 
Cleveland,  politically,  votes    the    straight    Demo- 
cratic  ticket,  and  as  a   business   man  and  citizen  is 
held  in  high  esteem. 


ylLLIAM  LIGFrrHISER.  The  traveler  pass- 
ing through  Leonidas  Township  cannot 
^J^  fail  to  observe  the  farm  of  this  gentleman, 
which  lies  on  section  19,  and  embraces  one  of  the 
finest  homesteads  in  this  part  of  St.  Joseph  County. 
The  thoroughly  cultivated  fiekis  yiekl  bountifully 
the  rich  products  of  Southern  Michigan.  The  resi- 
dence and  farm  buildings  are  tasteful  and  substan- 
tial in  architecture,  and  fulfill  all  the  requirements 
of  the  modern  ideas  of  farm  life.  The  fields  are 
neatly  laid  off,  and  the  machinery,  the  live  stock, 
in  fact,  everything  about  the  premises,  is  creditable 
to  the  taste  of  the  proprietor  and  indicative  of  am- 
ple means. 

The  German  element  of  Southern  Michigan  has 
done  much  in  bringing  it  to  its  present  enviable 
condition,  and  of  this  nationality  the  subject  of 
this  sketch  is  a  most  worthy  representative.  He 
was  born  in  Bavaria,  Dec.  27,  1887,  at  the  mod- 
est home  of  his  parents  near  the  town  of  Inchba, 
where  the  father  was  engaged  in  farming.  About 
the  time  William  reached  his  thirteenth  birthday,  the 
family  had  gathered  together  their  personal  effects 
and  secured  passage  on  a  sailing-veSsel  bound  for 
New  York.  After  a  voyage  of  thirty-seven  days 
on  the  water  they  landed  at  their  destination,  and 
sooh  after  proceeded  to  Tuscarawas  County,  Ohio, 
where  the  father  secured  a  tract  of  new  land  and 
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built  up  a  comfortable  homestead,  upon  which  both 
parents  spent  the  remainder  of  their  days. 

To  John  and  Catherine  (Plosser)  Lighthiser, 
the  parents  of  our  subject,  there  were  born  three 
children.  William  L.,  with  the  exception  of  two 
years  spent  in  Stark  County,  was  a  resident  of  Tus- 
carawas County,  Ohio,  until  the  spring  of  1883,  and 
engaged  continuously  in  farm  pursuits.  He  wjis 
married  in  the  latter  county,  March  14,  1868,  to 
Miss  Rebecca  Leister,  who  was  born  Jan.  22, 
1844,  in  Ohio.  Of  her  union  with  our  subject  there 
were  born  six  children,  namely:  John,  William, 
Katie,  George,  Norah  and  Eda.  Of  these  all  are 
living  and  reside  at  home. 

Our  subject  after  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War 
enlisted,  in  September,  1861,  in  Company  K,  51st 
Ohio  Infantry,  with  which  he  did  brave  and  faith- 
ful service  until  the  close  of  the  conflict  in  1865. 
He  first  saw  the  smoke  of  battle  at  Stone  River,  and 
in  the  fight  at  Chickamauga  was  captured  by  the 
rebels,  and  taken  first  to  Belle  Isle,  next  to  Libby 
Prison,  from  there  to  Danville,  and  finally  to  the 
dreaded  stockade  at  Anderson ville.  In  the  latter 
he  was  confined  for  a  period  of  seventeen  months, 
enduring  its  horrors,  which  need  not  be  recapitu- 
lated here,  as  they  have  become  matters  of  history 
and  familiar  to  the  people  of  both  continents. 

From  Andersonville  Mr.  Lighthiser  was  trans- 
ported with  a  number  of  his  comrades  to  Charles- 
ton, S.  C,  and  thence  to  Macon,  Ga.,  where  he  was 
exchanged,  and  once  more  breathed  the  air  of  free- 
dom. So  great  had  been  his  sufferings  from  insuf- 
ficient food,  and  that  of  the  poorest  quality,  and 
the  foul  water  he  was  compelled  to  drink,  that  he 
was  scarcely  able  to  stand  upon  his  feet  at  the  expira- 
tion of  this  time.  He  states  that  he  knows  of  no 
words  sufficiently  forcible  to  express  the  scenes 
which  he  witnessed  during  that  terrible  time.  He 
joined  his  regiment  at  Bull's  Gap,  E.  Tenn.,  which 
was  then  a  part  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennes- 
see, and  after  his  honorable  discharge  w'as  in  the 
employ  of  the  Government  at  Nashville  for  nine 
months.  At  the  expiration  of  this  time  he  re- 
turned to  Tuscarawas  County,  Ohio,  whence  he 
went  to  Illinois  at  the  date  already  mentioned.  In 
1882  he  purchased  160  acres  of  land  on  section  12, 
in  Leonidas  Township,  and  has  since  added  forty 
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acres  more,  making  200,  to  which  he  has  since 
given  his  time  and  attention,  making  many  im- 
provements, and  fulfilling  as  near  as  possible  his 
ideas  of  the  complete  home.  He  is  a  man  prompt 
to  meet  his  obligations,  and  his  straightforward  and 
upright  character  has  secured  him  hosts  of  friends. 
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AVID  HAZZARD.  There  was  a  time 
when  the  landmarks  of  a  white  man  in  the 
West  were  made  by  his  ax  upon  the  trees 
as  he  traveled,  often  alone,  through  the 
wilderness.  Later  he  made  himself  known  by  his 
settlement,  usually  in  a  log  cabin,  when  for  miles 
around  him  perhaps  there  would  not  be  a  man  of 
his  kind.  There  is  nothing  more  interesting  in  this 
day  and  age  than  tracing  the  career  of  the  pioneers 
who  are  now  passing  away,  but  the  records  of  whom 
are  being  more  religiously  preserved  as  time  goes 
on,  and  the  distance  between  the  past  and  the  pres- 
ent seems  to  lengthen.  These  records  in  years  to 
come  will  be  greatly  valued  by  generations  now 
unborn,  and  will  in  part  serve  to  do  away  with  that 
melancholy  feeling  present  with  most  men  when  the 
fear  of  death  is  absorbed  by  the  greater  fear  of  be- 
ing forgotten. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch,  one  of  the  earliest  pio- 
neers of  St.  Joseph  County,  is  a  man  wiio  has  built 
up  for  himself  an  admirable  record,  one  which  his 
descendants  may  revert  to  with  pride  in  years  to 
come.  Although  but  little  past  his  prime,  he  has 
witnessed  remarkable  changes  within  a  period  of 
thirty  years,  and  has  borne  no  unimportant  part  as 
a  lifelong  resident  of  Southern  Michigan,  assisting 
in  its  growth  and  development.  He  was  born  in 
Wayne  County,  Mich.,  April  5,  1828,  and  was  but 
eighteen  months  old  when  his  parents  came  to  this 
county,  taking  up  their  residence  in  Nottawa  Town- 
ship in  December,  1829.  His  father,  William 
Hazzard,  was  a  native  of  Vermont,  and  in  early 
manhood  was  married  to  Miss  Cassandra  Coan,  a 
native  of  Canada.  In  a  few  years  after  their 
marriage  they  emigrated  to  Wayne  County,  this 
State,  during  its  Territorial  days.  Upon  coming  to 
St.  Joseph  County  they  located  on  land  two  miles 
northeast  of  the  present  site  of  Centreville,  where 


the  father  followed  farming  amid  the  difficulties  of 
life  in  a  new  settlement,  and  where  both  parents 
spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  William  Haz- 
zard departed  this  life  in  September,  1878,  having 
survived  the  wife  and  mother  eight  years,  her  death 
taking  place  in  February,  1870. 

The  parental  family  consisted  of  fourteen  chil- 
dren, seven  sons  and  seven  daughters,  of  whom 
David  S.  was  the  fourth  in  order  of  birth.  He  was 
reared  to  manhood  at  the  old  homestead  in  Not- 
tawa Township,  where  he  resided  with  his  parents 
until  after  reaching  his  majority.  At  the  age  of 
twenty-two  his  father  gave  him  an  undeveloped 
farm  in  Nottawa  Township,  upon  which  he  labored 
one  and  one-half  years,  then  exchanged  it  for  a 
farm  in  Calhoun  County,  which  was  located  in  the 
vicinity  of  Athens,  upon  which  he  sojourned  a 
period  of  seven  years.  Then  selling  out  he  re- 
turned to  Nottawa  Township,  of  which  he  has  since 
been  a  resident. 

Mr.  Hazzard,  in  October,  1861,  enlisted  in  Bat- 
tery D,  4th  Michigan  Light  Artillery,  leaving  in  the 
course  of  six  weeks  with  his  regiment  for  Louis- 
ville, Ky.  He  subsequently  took  {)art  in  many  of  the 
important  battles  of  the  war:  Perry ville,  Hoover's 
Gap,  Stone  River,  Chickamauga,  Lookout  Mount- 
ain, Chattanooga,  and  met  the  enemy  in  various 
other  minor  engagements  and  skirmishes.  He  also 
proved  himself  a  brave  and  efficient  soldier,  endur- 
ing with  his  comrades  hardships  and  privations,  and 
at  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  enlistment,  feeling 
he  had  done  his  entire  duty,  he  accepted  his  honor- 
able discharge  and  returned  home,  having  been 
mustered  out  at  Louisville,  Ky.  In  the  meantime 
he  had  been  married,  April  4,  1850,  to  Miss  Hulda 
A.,  daughter  of  Nelson  and  Jane  (Austin)  Wells. 
The  parents  of  Mrs.  Hazzard  emigrated  from  Wash- 
ington County,  N.  Y.,  to  Washtenaw  County,  Mich., 
in  1 840,  living  there  a  period  of  six  years.  Thence 
they  came  to  Nottawa  Township,  where  the  father 
engaged  in  farming,  and  lived  to  be  quite  aged,  his 
death  occurring  May  3,  1880.  The  mother  had 
preceded  her  husband  to  the  silent  land  seventeen 
years,  her  death  taking  place  in  May,  1863. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wells  there  were  born  eleven 
children,  of  whom  Mrs.  Hazzard  was  the  second. 
Her  native  place  was   Washington  Count}',  N.  Y., 
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and  the  date  of  her  birth  Oct.  1,  1833.  She  was  a 
little  girl  of  seven  years  when  her  parents  came  to 
Michigan,  and  has  little  recollection  of  any  other 
home.  She  received  careful  home  training  and  a 
common-school  education,  and  occupies  a  good  posi- 
tion among  the  pioneer  wives  and  mothers  of  South- 
ern Michigan.  To  Mr.  aud  Mrs.  Hazzard  there 
have  been  born  five  children,  the  eldest  of  whom, 
Amanda  A.,  is  the  wife  of  Byron  D.  Williamson,  of 
Mecosta  County;  William  N.  married  Miss  Addie 
E.  Davis,  and  lives  in  Nebraska;  Effie  C.  is  the  wife 
of  John  Martin;  Clara  D.,  Mrs.  Simon  Ely,  lives  in 
Sturgis;  David  E.  is  at  home. 

Mr.  Hazzard  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for 
Pierce,  and  being  liberal  and  progressive  in  his 
ideas,  is  now  identified  with  the  Union  Labor  party, 
and  has  ever  been  found  encouraging  those  enter- 
prises calculated  for  the  best  good  of  its  people- 
As  a  member  of  the  G.  A.  R.,  he  belongs  to  David 
Oaks  Post  No.  135,  at  Centreville.  He  identified 
himself  with  the  Masonic  fraternity  years  ago,  and 
is  connected  with  Blue  Lodge  and  Mt.  Vernon 
Lodge,  of  Centreville.  Both  he  and  his  estimable 
wife  are  members  of  Centreville  Grange  No.  76, 
P.  of  LL 

The  Hazzard  homestead  embraces  120  acres  of 
land,  with  substantial  buildings,  plenty  of  fruit  and 
shade  trees,  and  the  various  appurtenances  of  the 
well-regulated  country  estate.  In  addition  to  this 
property  Mr.  Hazzard  has  eighty  acres  in  Sherman 

Township. 
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!kM  KS.  REBECCA  B.  LIDDLE.  This  highly 
respected  lady,  who  has  been  a  resident  of 
Colon  Township  for  the  last  thirty-eight 
years,  came  to  this  county  during  its  early 
settlement,  and  has  had  a  pioneer  experience  which, 
could  it  be  fully  related  in  all  its  details,  would 
make  a  good-sized  volume.  Possessing  more  than 
ordinary  intelligence,  and  being  of  that  energetic 
disposition  which  was  so  essential  during  the  early 
times,  she  is  enabled  to  look  back  upon  a  record 
filled  in  with  useful  labor  and  worthy  deeds.  Not 
only  is  she  numbered  among  the  pioneers  herself, 
but  is  the  daughter  of  the  first  settler  of  Matteson 
Township,  Branch  County,  this  State,  Robert  Wat- 


son, who  was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  came 
to  Michigan  Territory  when  the  cabins  of  the  white 
men  were  few  and  far  between. 

The  father  of  Mrs.  Liddle  put  up  the  first  log 
house  in  the  locality  above  mentioned,  but  before 
he  was  able  to  erect  a  cabin  for  himself  was  taken 
seriously  ill,  and  obliged  to  lie  in  a  wagon  box  with 
little  attendance  save  an  Indian  physician.  Einally 
it  became  necessarj^  to  place  him  under  a  roof,  and 
he  was  taken  away  some  distance  to  the  residence 
of  a  Mr.  Palmer,  to  which  his  wife  also  repaired  in 
order  to  attend  him.  Greatly  to  their  distress 
their  children  were  left  alone  in  the  woods  to  take 
care  of  themselves  as  best  they  could.  Robert 
Watson  had  married,  in  early  manhood.  Miss  Mar- 
tha Dmwsou,  also  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
after  marriage  they  settled  in  Crawford  County, 
Pa.;  later  they  removed  to  Venango  County,  and 
from  there  in  the  year  1835  to  Branch  County, 
Mich.  The  father  secured  a  tract  of  Government 
land  in  Mattteson  Township,  where  they  built  up  a 
comfortable  home,  and  where  the  mother  died  in 
1856.  Mr.  Watson  contracted  a  second  marriage, 
and  lived  upon  the  farm  until  becoming  quite  aged, 
then  retired  to  the  village  of  Colon,  where  his 
death  took  place  Nov.  17,  1884.  Of  his  first  mar- 
riage there  had  been  born  four  children,  two  sons 
and  two  daughters. 

Mrs.  Liddle  was  the  eldest  child  of  her  parents, 
and  was  born  in  Crawford  County,  Pa.,  Aug.  23, 
1825.  She  was  ten  years  old  when  her  parents  re- 
moved to  Michigan,  and  she  resided  with  them 
until  her  marriage  with  Gilbert  Liddle,  which  oc- 
curred at  her  home,  Aug.  5,  1847.  She  had  re- 
ceived a  limited  education  in  the  pioneer  schools, 
and  been  taught  those  habits  of  industry  and  econ- 
omy which  were  so  essential  in  the  early  days. 

Gilbert  Liddle  was  born  in  Montgomery  County, 
N.  Y.,  April  6,  1807,  and  was  the  son  of  John  and 
Elizabeth  Liddle,  who  were  natives  of  New  York, 
and  spent  their  last  years  there.  Upon  leaving  his 
native  State  Mr.  L.  migrated  to  Detroit,  Mich.,  and 
for  a  period  of  three  years  was  employed  as  a  lum- 
berman on  the  Black  River.  In  the  year  1834  he 
came  to  this  county  and  purchased  a  tract  of  land 
in  Colon  Township,  where  he  lived  and  labored, 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  July  16,  1884.    He 
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had  improved  a  farm  of  478  acres,  and  been  a  man 
prominent  in  his  community  and  greatly  respected 
by  his  neighbors.  He  belonged  to  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  was  a  member  in  good  standing  of  the 
Methodist  Church,  and  distinguished  himself  as  a 
liberal-minded  and  public-spirited  citizen,  ever 
willing  to  lend  a  helping  hand  to  the  enterprises  of 
the  people  gathered  around  him. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Liddle  there  were  born  six 
children,  of  whom  the  record  is  as  follows:  Gil- 
bert, Jr.,  is  carrying  on  farming  in  Colon  Town- 
ship; Julia  E.  became  the  wife  of  George  D.  Liddle, 
and  died  at  her  home  in  Colon  Township,  April 
30,  1887;  Martha  D.  is  the  wife  of  Erastus  Trubey, 
of  Colon  Township;  Maria,  Mrs.  Frank  Welty, 
lives  in  Hicks ville,  Ohio;  Rebecca  married  George 
M.  Sides,  of  Colon,  and  Watson  H.  is  a  resident  of 
Kansas. 

Our  subject  was  the  second  wife  of  her  husband, 
Mr.  Liddle  having  been  first  married  to  Miss  Julia 
E.  Matthews,  who  died  in  Colon  Township  in  1847. 
Of  that  union  there  were  born  three  children,  two 
sons  and  a  daughter,  the  eldest  of  whom,  Henry 
M.,  during  the  late  war  enlisted  in  Company  D, 
25th  Michigan  Infantry,  and  died  in  the  field  hos- 
pital at  Bowling  Green,  Ky.,  Feb.  28,  1863.  The 
G.  A.  R.  Post  at  Colon  was  named  in  his  honor. 
Lie  was  a  young  man  of  great  promise  and  beloved 
among  his  associates.  The  second  son,  Charles  M., 
is  carrying  on  farming  in  Sherwood  Township,  this 
county.  •  The  daughter,  Harriet,  became  the  wife 
of  H.  D.  Carr,  and  lives  in  Missouri. 

Charles  Liddle  also  served  in  the  army  during 
the  Rebellion  as  a  member  of  Company  D,  25th 
Michigan  Infantry,  from  1862  until  the  close  of  the 
war,  fortunately  escaping  wounds  and  capture. 
These  boys  had  inherited  their  patriotism  from 
their  father,  who  gave  liberally  of  his  means  in 
aid  of  the  Union  cause,  and  who  was  an  Abolition- 
ist of  a  pronounced  type.  Many  a  fugitive  found 
protection  under  his  hospitable  roof,  and  to  whom 
he  gave  food  and  money  and  sent  on  their  way  re- 
joicing. In  these  sentiments  he  possessed  a  cheer- 
ful and  hearty  sympathizer  in  the  person  of  his 
wife  Rebecca,  whose  father  also  cherished  a  hatred 
of  the  peculiar  institution,  and  from  whom  she  had 
imbibed  the  sentiments  of  freedom  and  Union.  Her 
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brother,  John  Watson,  also  served  as  a  Union 
soldier  in  the  4th  Regiment,  and  yielded  up  his  life 
for  his  country  in  the  hospital  at  Stevenson,  Ala., 
in   1864. 

When  the  25th  Regiment  was  encamped  near 
Kalamazoo,  Mr.  Liddle  visited  the  camp,  and  while 
there  saw,  market  men  peddling  apples  to  the  sol- 
diers at  an  exorbitant  price.  His  soul  fired  with  in- 
dignation, and  returning  home  he  got  ready  a  load 
of  apples  as  soon  as  possible,  wliich  he  conveyed  to 
the  boys  as  a  free  gift,  and  which  it  is  hardly  nec- 
essary to  say  they  received  with  great  enthusiasm. 
Mrs.  Liddle  sewed  pockets  in  overcoats  for  twelve 
of  the  boys,  and  in  each  pocket  placed  a  Testament. 
Both  she  and  her  Imsband  during  the  progress  of 
the  war  had  many  correspondents  in  the  army,  and 
did  their  utmost  to  cheer  them  in  their  hours  of  dis- 
tress and  danger.  Their  home  was  ever  notable  for 
the  kindness  and  hospitality  extended  to  both  friend 
and  stranger. 

The  home  of  Mrs.  Liddle  is  pleasantly  situated 
in  Colon  Township,  and  there  is  living  with  her 
her  son  Gilbert.  Mrs.  L.  identified  herself  with 
the  Methodist  ICpiscopal  Church,  and  for  years  has 
been  one  of  its  most  cheerful  and  liberal  supporters. 
The  history  of  Colon  Township  would  by  no  means 
be  complete  without  the  record  of  this  lady,  who 
was  one  of  its  earliest  pioneers,  and  one  of  its  best 
and  most  kind-hearted  women. 


^}ILLIAM  B.  LANGLEY,  whose  well-culti- 
vated farm  is  situated  on  section  7  of  Not- 
^^^  tawa  Township,  was  born  in  Germantown, 
Pa.,  upon  land  that  is  now  included  in  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  on  the  9th  of  January,  1823.  His 
parents  were  Thomas  W.  and  Margaret  (Stigman) 
Langley.  His  father  was  born  in  the  city  of  New 
York,  and  his  mother  in  the  State  of  Maryland. 
The  family  included  eight  children,  the  subject  of 
our  sketch  being  the  eldest.  He  came  with  his 
father  to  this  county  in  1832,  when  but  nine  years 
of  age,  and  remained  with  the  latter  in  Centreville  i 
until  the  year  1847.  He  then  settled  in  Nottawa  j 
Township  on  section  7.  < 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  variously  employed     V , 
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until  the  removal  with  his  father,  but  since  that 
time  he  has  given  his  attention  wholly  to  farming, 
lie  is  the  owner  of  215  acres  of  land  under  cultiva- 
tion and  in  an  excellent  condition,  well  stocked, 
and  provided  with  the  various  implements,  etc., 
that  are  necessary  to  proper  and  scientific  farming 
in  modern  days. 

Our  subject  and  Miss  Julia  Y.  R.  Woodworth 
celebrated  their  wedding  in  Centreville  July  25, 
1847.  Since  that  time,  in  spite  of  the  cares,  trials 
and  difficulties  of  life  that  have  come  to  them,  the 
years  have  been  fraught  with  much  happiness  to 
them.  They  are  the  parents  of  four  children,  viz: 
^Margaret  A.,  now  the  wife  of  Charles  Woodworth, 
of  Atchison  County,  Kan.;  Nellie  E.,  happily  mar- 
ried to  P>ank  II.  Goodrich,  of  Grand  Rapids; 
William  P.,  who  is  married  to  Miss  Mary  Yauney, 
nnd  resides  at  West  Superior,  Wis.;  he  is  a  gradu- 
ate of  the  Michigan  Agricultural  College,  and  is 
Principal  of  the  schools  at  the  above  place;  and 
IMajor  S.,  who  was  united  in  marriage  to  Ida  M. 
Arthur,  and  resides  in  Nor  walk. 

Mrs.  Langiey  is  a  daughter  of  William  G.  and 
Amanda  (Ostrand)  Woodworth.  Her  father  was 
born  in  Mayfield,  Fulton  Co., Mich., on  the  lltli  of 
March,  1797.  Her  mother  was  born  in  Dutchess 
County,  N.  Y.  They  settled  in  this  county  in  the 
spring  of  1844,  making  their  home  at  Centreville. 
Mrs.  Woodworth  died  at  the  house  of  our  subject, 
in  April,  1856.  She  was  the  mother  of  six  chil- 
dren, of  whom  her  daughter  Julia,  who  was  born 
on  the  6th  of  May,  1842,  was  the  eldest.  Mr.  Lang- 
ley  is  a  Notary  Public,  but  has  never  held  political 
office.  He  espouses  the  principles  of  the  Repub- 
lican party,  and  usually  votes  that  ticket. 


j^^  R.  ISAAC  SIDES,  a  physician  of  Colon,  is 
one  of  the  most  influential  citizens  of  St. 
Joseph  County,  and  a  man  of  such  varied 
talents  that  he  is  prominent  not  only  in  its 
social,  but  also  in  its  business  circles.  He  also  oc- 
cupies a  high  place  among  his  professional  brethren, 
and  for  many  years  was  the  "beloved  physician"  in 
many  a  household,  and,  although  he  retired  from 
active  practice  four  years  ago,  on  account  of  other 


business,  yet  he  is  often  called  upon  to  prescribe 
for  his  old  patients  and  others.  The  Doctor  was 
appointed  Postmaster  of  Colon  June  8,  1885,  and 
July  1,  1885,  he  took  charge  of  the  office,  under 
President  Cleveland's  administration,  holding  the 
office  four  years;  he  kept  a  very  neat  office,  was 
prompt  and  efficient  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties, 
and  was  universally  liked  by  the  people. 

Dr.  Sides  was  born  in  the  city  of  Ilarrisburg,  Pa., 
Jan.  7,  1820,  being  the  elder  of  the  two  children 
of  John  and  Jane  (McNutt)  Sides,  the  former  a 
native  of  York  County,  Pa.,  and  the  latter  of  Edin- 
burgh, Scotland.  His  father  was  a  millstone  maker, 
and  it  is  remembered  by  some,  even  to  this  day, 
that  he  was  not  excelled  in  his  calling.  He  accu- 
mulated a  considerable  property,  but  passed  away 
in  the  midst  of  his  usefulness,  while  in  the  very 
prime  of  life,  when  our  subject  was  twenty-two 
months  old.  His  wife,  a  most  estimable  woman, 
followed  him  in  a  short  time.  They  were  people 
of  such  integrity  of  character  and  good  social  stand- 
ing that  tlie  highest  respect  was  accorded  them  by 
all  who  knew  them.  They  were  both  members  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church.  Their  children  were  well 
provided  for,  and  left  under  guardianship,  Yalen- 
tine  Hummel  becoming  their  son's  guardian,  and 
John  Cameron,  brother  of  ex-Senator  Simon  Cam- 
eron, of  Pennsylvania,  having  charge  of  their 
daughter's  property.  The  sister  of  our  subject. 
Miss  Martha  Sides,  is  an  esteemed  resident  of  Mil- 
lersburg.  Pa.,  where  she  is  an  active  member  of  the 
Metliodist  Episcopal  Church.  The  paternal  grand- 
parents of  our  subject  were  natives  of  Adams 
County,  Pa.,  and  his  grandfather  served  in  the. 
War  of  1812.  The  maternal  grandparents  of  our 
subject  were  natives  of  Scotland,  and  coming  to 
this  country  in  Colonial  times  settled  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, where  they  spent  the  remainder  of  their 
lives. 

Tlie  early  years  of  the  life  of  our  subject  were 
passed  with  his  mother's  sister.  Miss  Sarah  McNutt, 
of  Millersburg,  Pa.  When  he  was  nine  3^ears  old 
he  went  to  Lewistown,  Pa.,  to  the  home  of  his  aunt, 
Mrs.  Mary  Melsheimer,  with  whom  he  lived  until  he 
was  seventeen  years  old,  receiving  in  that  town  an 
excellent  classical  education  in  the  academy,  from 
which   he  was  graduated  at  the  age  of   eighteen 
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years.  He  purposed  to  enter  the  medical  profes- 
sion, and  had  been  improving  his  time  in  reading 
medicine  and  teaching  school,  and,  after  availing 
himself  of  the  counsel  and  instruction  of  Dr. 
Thomas  Worall,  a  physician  of  note  and  surgeon 
in  the  army,  he  entered  a  medical  college  when  he 
was  twenty  years  old. 

While  residing  at  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  the  Doctor 
was  married,  March  18,  1841,  to  Miss  Elizabeth 
Strunk,  of  Granville  Township,  Mifflin  Co.,  Pa., 
and  a  native  of  Lancaster  County,  that  State.  She 
was  born  March  28,  1818,  to  George  and  Susan 
(Golden)  Strunk,  being  the  second  in  order  of  birth 
of  their  twelve  children,  eight  boys  and  four  girls. 
Her  parents  were  natives  of  Lancaster  County,  Pa., 
and  early  settlers  of  Mifflin  County,  where  her 
father  carried  on  his  trade  of  miller,  at  which  he 
was  an  expert.  After  the  building  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Canal  he  acquired  a  great  amount  of  property, 
bought  a  farm  in  Granville  Township,  and  resided 
thereon  a  number  of  years;  afterward  he  removed 
to  Reedsville  of  the  same  county,  bought  a  mill 
property  and  resided  there  until  his  death. 

Dr.  Sides  came  to  Michigan  June  26,  1856,  to 
secure  a  location,  and  in  October  of  the  same  j^ear 
he  returned  Plast  for  his  family;  he  arrived  at  Colon 
Nov.  29,  1856,  where  he  commenced  the  practice 
of  medicine.  The  beloved  wife  of  our  subject  de- 
parted this  life  June  27,  1885,  after  suffering  from 
consumption  some  twelve  or  fourteen  years,  dying 
at  the  age  of  sixty -seven.  She  was  a  great  aid  to 
her  husband,  assisting  him  in  his  practice.  She 
was  a  lady  of  great  intelligence,  a  great  reader  and 
was  well  informed,  and  especially  was  she  a  student 
of  the  Bible.  She  was  a  woman  of  so  beautiful 
and  benign  a  character  that  none,  either  young  or 
old,  knew  her  but  to  love  her,  and  especially  among 
the  poor,  who  have  been  the  recipients  of  her  bene- 
factions, is  her  memory  held  in  reverence.  She  was 
prominent  in  religious  and  social  circles  in  this 
community,  being  an  active  member  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church,  and  was  one  of  the  leading  mem- 
bers of  the  Daughters  of  Rebecca,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  in 
which  organization  she  passed  the  chairs  of  the 
several  offices  in  the  lodge.  She  was  a  great  lover 
of  flowers,  and  in  her  later  years  passed  many 
pleasant  hours  in  her  beautiful  garden;   she  was 
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connected  with  the  Floral,  Horticultural  and  Art 
Organization.  The  friends  of  such  a  woman  can 
well  echo  the  thoughts  of  the  poet  when  he  says: 

"  'Tis  hard  to  take  this  burden  up, 

When  she  has  laid  it  down; 
She  brightened  all  the  joys  of  life, 

She  softened  every  frown. 
But  oh!  'tis  good  to  think  of  her 

When  we  are  tempted  sore! 
Thanks  be  to  God  that  such  have  been, 

Although  she  is  no  more! 

"  More  homelike  seems  that  vast  unknown. 

Since  she  has  entered  there; 
To  follow  her  were  not  so  hard, 

Wherever  she  may  fare; 
She  cannot  be  where  God  is  not. 

On  any  sea  or  shore; 
Whate'er  betides  Thy  love  abides. 

Our  God,  forevermore." 

The  happy  wedded  life  of  our  subject  and  his 
wife  was  blessed  to  them  by  the  birth  of  three  chil- 
dren, two  of  whom  are  living:  Juniata  E.,  and 
George  Mosheim,  of  whom  a  sketch  will  be  found 
in  this  volume.  Charles  died  in  Lewistown,  Pa., 
at  the  age  of  ten  months.  Juniata  E.  became  the 
wife  of  E.  S.  Schermerhorn,  Nov.  16,  1869.  He  is 
finely  educated,  was  a  student  of  Albion  College, 
and  for  seventeen  years  he  was  in  the  employ  of  the 
Government  as  a  postal  clerk,  from  1871  to  1888. 
He  passed  the  best  examination  of  any  of  the  clerks 
at  that  time,  and  was  very  efficient  in  the  service. 
Mr.  Schermerhorn  was  a  soldier  during  the  Civil 
War,  and  was  captured  at  the  battle  of  Petersburg. 
Va.,  and  taken  prisoner  to  Libby,  and  afterward 
transferred  to  vSalisbury,  N.  C,  whence  he  was  ex- 
changed, and  afterward  re-entered  his  regiment.  He 
served  ^is  time  out  and  was  honorably  discharged ; 
he  still  suffers  from  a  disease  that  he  contracted  in 
prison.  He  at  one  time  taught  scliool.  He  is  in 
good  circumstances,  and  now  devotes  his  time  to 
raising  fine  blooded  stock  in  Colon. 

Dr.  Sides  is  one  of  the  leading  members  of  the 
Democratic  party,  and  has  taken  a  very  active  part 
in  politics.  He  is  friendly  to  all  cJiurch  organiza- 
tions, and  contributes  liberally  to  their  support.  The 
use  that  he  has  made  of  his  means  is  sufficient  proof 
that  he  has  labored  for  no  selfish  purpose;  he  is 
ever  the  friend  of  the  needy,  and  his  generous  en- 
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couragement  is  given  to  every  worthy  cause  and 
enterprise.  The  Doctor  is  prominently  identified 
with  various  social  organizations  of  St.  Joseph 
County  and  the  State,  as  he  was  also  formerly  in 
Pennsylvania,  joining  the  Odd  Fellows  Nov.  29, 
1843,  and  becoming  a  Mason  in  1854,  since  which 
time  he  has  been  a  zealot  in  both  orders,  and  has 
contributed  much  money  and  time  in  building  up 
the  many  societies  with  which  he  lias  been  identi- 
fied. He  is  a  member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  from  Sub- 
ordinate to  Sovereign  Grand  Lodge  of  the  United 
States,  and  he  has  held  many  of  the  most  impor- 
tant offices  in  different  lodges.  He  was  Grand 
Master  of  the  State  in  1871,  Grand  Warden  in 
1869,  Deputy  Grand  Master  in  1870,  and  was  Rep- 
resentative to  the  Sovereign  Grand  Lodge  for  two 
years,  1872-73.  He  was  active  in  organizing  the 
lodge  here.  He  was  a  charter  member  of  his  lodge 
in  Pennsylvania,  was  Deputy  Grand  Master  and 
Deputy  Grand  Patriarch,  D.  D.  G.  M.  of  Kisho 
Quillas  Lodge  No.  184,  I.  O.  O.  F.;  was  D.  D.  G. 
P.  and  a  member  of  Juniata  Encampment  No.  19, 
I.  O.  O.  F.,  of  Lewistown,  Pa.,  and  member  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  and  Grand  Encampment  of  Penn- 
sylvania. 

The  Doctor,  in  1864,  joined  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  at 
Three  Rivers,  Excelsior  Lodge  No.  80,  with  which 
he  was  connected  for  a  few  years.  April  16,  1866, 
he,  with  others,  helped  to  organize  the  Dennis 
Lodge  No.  96,  1.  O.  O.  F.,  at  Colon,  and  he  was  the 
first  N.  G.,  the  first  D.  D.  1).  M.,  and  also  first 
Representative  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  State, 
representing  the  lodge  for  several  years  in  the 
Grand  body.  He  withdrew  from  the  Juniata  En- 
campment and  joined  the  Dennis  Encampment  No. 
19,  at  White  Pigeon,  of  which  he  remained  a  mem- 
ber for  a  number  of  years,  until  the  institution  of 
Curtis  Encampment  No.  39,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  at  Three 
Rivers,  being  one  of  the  charter  members,  was  first 

C.  P.  and  first  D.  D.  G.  P.,  and  was  first  Representa- 
tive to  the  GJ  rand  Encampment  of  the  State.  He 
was  the  means  of  instituting  the  Daughters  of  Re- 
becca, Elsie  Lodge  No.  3,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  he  was 
the  first  presiding  officer,  N.  G.,  first  Deputy  and 

D.  D.  G.  M.  His  wife  was  also  an  active  member 
of  the  society.  The  lodge  was  organized  with 
twenty-six  charter  members,  ladies  and  gentlemen. 
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The  Doctor  is  also  identified  with  the  A.  F.  &;  A. 
M.,  as  we  have  before  mentioned,  and  the  recipient 
of  all  the  rights  of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  including  the 
thirty-two  degrees.  Dr.  Sides  was  also  one  of 
the  originators  of  the  Floral,  Horticultural  and  Art 
Association,  which  was  organized  by  several  ladies 
and  gentlemen,  Oct.  8,  1876.  It  is  an  incorporated 
organization,  and  our  subject  is  Chairman  of  the 
Board  of  Directors,  while  his  daughter,  who  has  the 
finest  floral  collection  in  Southern  Michigan,  was 
President  of  the  association  for  six  ^^ears,  and  is 
also  President  of  the  Woman's  Relief  Corps.  Its 
members  give  an  annual  exhibition,  and  connected 
with  it  an  entertainment  of  the  best  talent  that  can 
be  found  in  the  country.  They  own  their  own  out- 
fit, and  have  a  nice  fund  on  interest. 

OSt^S  R.  DRAPER  is  a  worthy  son  of  one 
///  \l\  *^^  ^^'  '^o^^P^^  County's  first  settlers  and 
most  esteemed  citizens.  His  farm  is  situ- 
ated on  section  29  of  Colon  Township,  and 
includes  forty  acres.  His  parents  are  Fliram  and 
Calista  Wilcox  Fay  Draper.  (See  sketch  of  Mr. 
Hiram  Draper.)  lie  was  born  in  Colon  Township 
upon  the  old  homestead  of  his  father  on  the  16th  of 
August,  1843,  and  was  there  reared  to  manhood. 
His  education  was  received  in  the  common  schools, 
and  his  training  for  his  chosen  occupation  was  re- 
ceived upon  the  home  farm.  Quite  early  in  life  were 
simple  duties  assigned  him  and  tasks  suited  to  his 
youth  imposed  upon  him. 

Starting  in  life  for  himself,  our  subject  engaged 
in  agricultural  pursuits,  taking  hind  of  his  own,  and 
it  was  not  long  before  he  had  a  comfortable  farm 
dwelling,  the  usual  out- buildings  for  farm  purposes, 
and  was  proceeding  well  with  the  work  of  cultivat- 
ing his  fields.  He  is  a  man  who  is  essentially 
thorough  in  everything  he  undertakes,  and  his  farm 
has  been  attended  to  year  after  year  in  accordance 
with  that  fixed  principle,  and  has  been  to  him  per- 
haps the  more  profitable  on  that  account. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  married  at  the  old 
homestead  on  the  17th  of  April,  1864.  His  wife 
was  born  in  Cumberland  County,  Pa.,  Feb.  25, 
1840.     They  are  the  parents  of  two  children,  who 
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hear  the  names  of  Calvin  H.  and  Calista  B.  The 
former  is  engaged  as  a  druggist  at  Wells,  Minn., 
and  is  a  graduate  of  Parsons'  Business  College  at 
Kalamazoo;  the  latter  is  at  home. 

Until  the  ,year  1886  our  subject  was  more  or  less 
engaged  as  his  father's  chief  helper.  Then  he 
hought  a  nice  farm  of  forty  acres  on  section  29, 
where  he  still  resides,  which,  although  not  the  larg- 
est, is  in  point  of  producing  power  equal  to  any  in 
the  county,  if  it  does  not  surpass  them.  Our  sub- 
ject and  wife  occupy  a  high  place  in  the  esteem  of 
those  who  know  them  best,  and  are  respected  in  the 
community.  They  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
Church  in  good  standing.  Mr.  Draper  is  a  member 
of  the  Self  Protection  Association,  of  Burr  Oak,  and 
in  matters  political  the  Republican  party  has  long 
counted   him  as   one  of    its  firm  adherents. 

LBERT  H.  PATRIDGE,  an  aged  citizen  of 
Leonidas  Township,  came  to  this  county  in 
1833,  and  during  the  following  summer 
was  employed  as  a  carpenter  on  the  old 
Burr  Oak  Exchange  Building  in  the  town  of  Cen 
treville.  Michigan  was  then  a  Territory,  and  a 
goodly  proportion  of  the  population  were  afflicted 
with  the  old-fashioned  ague,  which  claimed  our  sub- 
ject also  as  one  of  its  victims.  On  account  of  this 
he  returned  as  far  East  as  New  York  State,  where 
he  had  previously  lived. 

A  native  of  New  England,  our  subject  was  born 
in  the  little  city  of  Barre,  Worcester  Co.,  Mass., 
Jan.  19,  1811.  He  has  thus  more  than  spanned  his 
threescore  years  and  ten.  He  continued  a  resident 
of  the  Ba}^  State  until  twenty  years  of  age,  then 
made  his  way  to  the  city  of  Boston,  and  was  em- 
ploj^ed  in  the  capacity  of  tollman  on  the  ferry 
running  between  the  Hub  and  Chelsea.  He  was 
occupied  thus  for  six  months,  then  returned  to  his 
native  town,  which,  however,  he  left  soon  afterward 
for  Ontario  Count3%  N.  Y.  There  he  located  in 
Naples,  and  was  employed  at  cabinet  work  until 
starting  for  Michigan  in  1832.  After  his  contract 
in  connection  with  the  Exchange  Building  had  ter- 
minated, he  returned  to  Naples,  N.  Y.,  where  he 
had   a  brother  residing,  and  for    three  years  there- 


after was  employed  at  cabinet  work  in  that  locality. 
In  1833,  having  not  yet  recovered  from  his  Western 
fever,  he  returned  once  more  to  this  county,  with  the 
determination  of  making  it  his  future  home.  He 
soon  secured  possession  of  a  tract  of  land  embrac- 
ing the  present  site  of  the  Grove  school-house  in 
Leonidas  Township,  and  there  lived  about  four 
years,  employed  as  a  carpenter  and  joiner.  Next 
he  removed  to  Centreville,  was  employed  in  a  cabi- 
net-shop several  months,  then  returned  to  Leonidas, 
and  at  that  place  and  Factoryville  followed  his 
trade  for  several  years.  On  account  of  rheuma- 
tism, however,  he  determined  upon  a  change  of 
occupation,  and  located  on  a  tract  of  wild  land  on 
section  3,  in  Leonidas  Township,  where  he  has 
since  lived.  The  country  at  that  time  was  mostl}^ 
wilderness,  and  Mr.  Patridge,  imbued  with  the  gen- 
uine pioneer  spirit,  began  to  wrestle  with  the  soil 
and  build  up  a  homestead.  He  has  nearl}^  100 
acres  of  his  land  under  a  good  state  of  cultivation, 
and  a  good  set  of  frame  buildings,  including  a  com- 
fortable residence,  a  good  barn,  and  the  other 
structures  required  for  his  convenience  and  the  suc- 
cessful prosecution  of  his  calling. 

Mr.  Patridge  was  first  married  in  Leonidas  Town- 
ship, this  county,  to  Miss  Versilda  D.  Pierce,  who 
became  the  mother  of  one  child,  a  daughter,  Lavina, 
who  is  now  the  wife  of  William  McCoy,  and  lives 
with  the  subject  of  our  sketch.  The  mother  died 
in  1848.  Our  subject  in  1850  contracted  a  second 
marriage,  with  Mrs.  Cornelia  (Noyes)  Eggleston, 
widow  of  Nathaniel  H.  Eggleston,  who  died  Dec. 
24,  1846,  and  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Jane  B. 
Noyes.  Her  parents  were  natives  of  Connecticut 
and  Vermont  respectively.  Of  her  union  with  our 
subject  there  have  been  born  four  children:  Julia 
I.,  the  eldest,  is  at  home  with  her  parents;  Martha 
J.  is  the  wife  of  Truman  Percy,  of  Vicksburg,  this 
State;  Mary  E.,  Mrs.  Emmett  Thomas,  lives  on  a 
farm  in  Leonidas  Township;  James  A.,  the  second 
born,  was  married  and  located  upon  a  farm,  where 
his  death  took  place  Dec.  5,  1877. 

Our  subject,  politically,  uniformly  votes  the 
Democratic  ticket.  Although  perhaps  not  the  hero 
of  any  astonishing  event,  he  has  pursued  the  peace- 
able career  of  an  honest  and  law-abiding  citizen, 
and  has  thus  added  to  the  morality  and  well-being 
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j  of  his  corarauiiity,  who  hold  him  in  respect,  and 
i  o-ive  him  due  credit  for  his  industry  and  his  well- 
"  ordered  life.  Mrs.  Patridge  had  one  son  by  her 
^  first  marriage,  William  H. ;  he  died  in  Andersonviile 
Prison  in  1864. 


ENRY  GEMBERLING  is  an  enterprising 
farmer  and  stock-raiser,  residing  on  section 
^  1,  Fabius  Township.  His  is  one  of  the  best 
managed  farms  in  this  locality,  and  its 
finely  tilled  acres,  neat  and  well-kept  buildings,  un 
surpassed  by  any  others  in  the  township,  are  sure 
indications  that  he  is  a  practical,  thrifty,  industri- 
ous man. 

Mr.  Gemberling  w^as  born  in  Snyder  County,  Pa., 
May  22,  1833,  and  is  the  son  of  Philip  and  Susan 
(Erhhart)  Gemberling,  natives  of  Penns3'lvania. 
Our  subject  was  reared  on  a  farm  in  his  native 
State,  and  thus  acquired  a  good  knowledge  of  agri- 
culture in  all  its  branches.  His  opportunities  for 
an  education,  however,  were  limited,  but  in  after 
years  he  acquired  much  through  the  exercise  of  his 
keen  observing  powers,  and  is  to-day  a  well-in- 
formed man.  He  remained  an  inmate  of  the  parental 
household,  assisting  his  father  in  the  manage- 
ment of  his  farm,  until  about  the  time  of  his  mar- 
riage, when  he  started  out  in  life  to  built  up  a  home 
for  himself  and  his  bride.  His  marriage  vvith  Miss 
Elvina  Picard  took  place  Dec.  18,  185.5.  She  is  a 
native  of  Snyder  County,  Pa.,  and  a  daughter  of 
Raphael  and  Rebecca  (Martz)  Picard,  natives  of 
Germany  and  Pennsylvania  respectively. 

About  a  year  after  his  marriage  Mr.  Gember- 
ling moved  with  his  wife  to  Ohio,  and  there  carried 
on  farming  in  Seneca  and  adjoining  counties  for 
about  four  3^ears.  He  then  came  to  this  State,  at- 
tracted hither  by  the  fine  farming  country  embraced 
within  the  limits  of  St.  Joseph  County,  hoping 
on  its  rich,  alluvial  soil  to  be  enabled  to  pursue 
his  chosen  occupation  with  still  better  financial 
results  than  had  heretofore  rewarded  his  assiduous 
labors.  He  first  settled  on  a  place  now  known  as 
the  Schurtz  farm,  on  which  he  lived  with  his  family 
and  carried  on  agriculture  with  a  good  degree  of 
success  for  some  seven  years.     After  the  death  of 


the  owner  of  the  place,  Frederic  Schurtz,  Mr. 
Gemberling  bought  a  part  of  the  farm  which  he 
had  been  renting.  He  was  enabled  to  do  this 
only  by  the  practice  of  the  closest  economy  and  a 
wise  and  shrewd  management  of  his  affairs,  as  at 
that  time  he  had  met  with  some  heavy  losses  in  cat- 
tle and  horses.  He  had  also  had  to  pay  out  $300 
for  a  substitute,  as  he  was  drafted,  and  was  unable 
to  leave  home  under  the  existing  circumstances. 
His  farm  was  provided  with  a  little  log  house, 
and  in  that  humble  abode  he  and  his  family  lived 
for  one  year,  when  he  commenced  building  the  sub- 
stantial and  commodious  dwelling  in  which  they  now 
make  their  home,  and  to  erect  the  other  conveni- 
ently arranged  farm  buildings  that  now  adorn  his 
place.  His  land  is  under  excellent  tillage,  and  is 
also  well  adapted  to  stock-raising,  to  which  he  pays 
much  attention. 

The  wedded  life  of  our  subject  and  his  good  wife 
has  been  blessed  to  them  by  the  birth  of  six  chil- 
dren, as  follows:  Susan,  Ellen;  Lizzie,  now  Mrs. 
Martin  Brown,  of  Three  Rivers;  Emma,  Katie  and 
Clara.  Mr.  Gemberling  has  taken  a  great  deal  of 
interest  in  educational  matters,  anxious  not  only  to 
secure  to  his  own  children  opportunities  of  attend- 
ing good  schools,  but  to  have  all  in  the  neighbor- 
hood to  enjoy  the  same  high  privilege,  and  he  has 
served  acceptably  on  the  School  Board  for  many 
years.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gemberling  are  members  of 
the  Reformed  Church,  of  Three  Rivers.  Their  kind- 
ness and  helpfulness  toward  others  have  won  for 
them  the  regard  of  their  fellow-citizens,  and  in 
every  respect  they  are  well  worthy  of  representa- 
tion in  this  Album. 


IRAM  PULVER,  a  prominent  and  exten- 
sive farmer  and  stock-raiser,  residing  on 
•v^  section  2,  Fabius  Township,  well  represents 
(^)  those  interests  in  St.  Joseph  County.  He  is 
a  keen,  enterprising,  far-seeing  man,  of  rare  energy 
and  stability  of  character,  and  to  these  traits  he 
ow^es  his  success  in  life,  as  he  commenced  to  make 
his  own  way  in  the  world  with  no  other  capital 
than  a  clear  brain  and  brawny  muscles,  and  from 
that  time  to  this  he  has  never  borrowed  a  dollar 
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from  any  one,  but  has  himself  unassisted  made  all 
that  he  owns. 

Mr.  Pulver  was  born  in  Yates  County,  N.  Y., 
Feb.  11,  1827,  being  the  second  child  in  the  fam- 
ily of  eight  born  to  Wandle  and  Ann  (Hiserodt) 
Pulver.  His  parents  were  of  Dutch  origin,  and 
natives  of  Dutchess  County,  N.  Y.  In  1828  they 
removed  with  their  children  to  Wayne  County, 
N.  Y.,  where  the  elder  Pulver  became  actively  en- 
gaged in  farming. 

Hiram  Pulver  was  reared  in  Wayne  County, 
N.  Y.,  and  there  he  lived  until  his  twenty-second 
year.  His  bojdiood  days  were  passed  on  a  farm 
and  in  attending  the  district  school,  where  he  ac- 
quired a  fair  education.  He  was  married,  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1850,  to  Miss  Emily  King,  and  soon  after 
his  marriage  started  by  the  Panama  route  for  Cali- 
fornia, where  he  hoped  to  obtain  a  fortune  for 
himself  and  his  3^oung  wdfe.  He  remained  in  the 
"Golden  State"  twenty-one  months,  and  during 
that  time  he  accumulated  about  $2,000  worth  of 
gold.  With  this  he  returned  to  liis  old  liome  in 
New  York,  having  resolved  to  devote  himself  to 
farming,  and  he  there  bought  fiftj^-two  acres  of 
land.  In  Februarj',  1852,  after  a  brief  married  life 
of  just  two  years,  his  wife  departed  this  life,  leav- 
ing one  child,  Wandle,  who  is  now  married,  and 
lives  on  one  of  his  father's  farms. 

In  1853  Mr.  Pulver  resolved  to  dispose  of  his 
property  in  New  York,  and  try  farming  on  the  rich 
alluvial  soil  of  Michigan,  which  had  not  been  worn 
out  by  many  years  of  cultivation.  Carrying  his 
resolution  into  effect,  he  located  in  St.  Joseph 
County,  having  bought  a  farm  in  Fabius  Town- 
ship. He  lived  here  and  improved  and  tilled  his 
land  assiduously  for  some  3^ears.  In  the  fall  of 
1865  he  sold  out  and  moved  to  Cass  County,  where 
he  bought  over  200  acres  of  land  where  Marcellus 
Centre  now  stands.  He  immediately,  with  charac- 
teristic energy,  employed  himself  in  removing  the 
forest  trees  from  it  and  getting  it  ready  to  culti- 
vate. In  1869,  however,  he  again  sold  out,  and 
then  came  to  his  present  place  of  residence.  By  a 
judicious  investment  of  his  hard-earned  money  he 
has  greatly  increased  his  property,  and  the  extent 
of  his  farms  and  his  landed  estate  now  amounts  to 
355  acres  in  different  parts  of  the  county.     He  has 


erected  good,  substantial  buildings,  has  his  land 
under  the  best  of  culture,  and  everything  about  his 
estate  that  is  under  his  direct  management  indi- 
cates that  as  a  practical,  methodical  agriculturist 
there  are  but  few,  if  any,  in  this  county  that  can 
surpass  him. 

Mr.  Pulver  was  married  to  his  present  wife,  who 
has  ably  seconded  his  efforts  to  gain  a  competence, 
in  October,  1855.  Her  maiden  name  was  Lucina 
Brody.  By  this  marriage  there  have  been  born 
two  children:  Louis  Kinney,  who  lives  with  his 
parents,  and  Alma,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
five. 

As  a  prompt,  sagacious,  wide-awake  business 
man,  Mr.  Pulver  wields  considerable  influence  in 
this  community,  and  his  fellow-citizens,  realizing 
that  his  counsels  in  the  administration  of  public 
affairs  would  be  of  inestimable  value,  have  repeat- 
edly urged  him  to  accept  office,  but  although  he 
is  liberal  and  public-spirited  to  a  degree,  yet  he 
utterly  refuses  to  accept  any  civic  position,  except 
that  of  Pathmaster,  and  that  only  because  he  likes 
to  have  good  roads,  and  it  is  especially  due  to  his 
exertions  that  Fabius  can  boast  of  as  fine  highways 
as  are  to  be  found  in  any  township  in  St.  Joseph 
or  surrounding  counties.  In  his  political  views 
Mr.  Pulver  is  a  ' 'straight-out"  Democrat,  and  does 
what  he  can  to  promote  the  policy  of  his  party. 


G 


^^^  FORGE  SMALL.  In  the  present  biography 
is  offered  in  compendious  form  the  histor}^ 
of  the  ex-Supervisor  of  Colon  Township, 
am]  in  that  connection  very  favorably  known  in  the 
county,  a  man  respected  among  his  fellows,  and 
having  an  influence  which  is  carefully  exercisetJ 
among  them.  The  father  of  this  gentleman  was 
Charles  Small,  who  was  born  in  the  county  of  Kent, 
England.  His  mother,  who  was  born  and  brought 
up  near  the  home  of  her  husband,  was  prior  to  her 
marriage  Miss  Louisa  Else.  They  were  married  and 
settled  in  their  native  county,  making  their  home 
there  until  the  year  1853.  Actuated  with  the  desire 
to  know  more  of  the  great  Western  Continent, 
which  at  some  time  or  another  seems  to  seize  ever}^ 
enterprising,  progressive  and  ambitious  spirit,  they 
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determined  to  come  to  this  country.  This  they  did 
in  the  year  1853,  settling  in  Springfiehl,  N.  Y. ;  in 
18G4  the}^  came  to  Michigan  and  located  at  Clay- 
ton, in  Dover  Township,  whence  they  removed  to 
Camden,  in  Hillsdale  County,  the  same  State,  where 
the  father  died  in  1874.     His  wife  still  survives. 

The  family  of  which  our  subject  is  a  member  in- 
cluded fourteen  children,  of  whom  George  was 
the  fourth  child  born.  He  was  also  born  in  Kent, 
the  day  of  his  nativity  being  the  11th  of  March, 
1830.  He  was  reared  upon  a  farm  and  has  been 
more  or  less  connected  with  agricultural  life  ever 
since.  He  did  uot  leave  p]ngland  until  1849,  then 
went  to  the  home  at  Springtield.  After  that  he 
remained  with  his  parents  until  the  spring  of  1868, 
when  he  came  to  this  county  and  settled  in  Colon 
Township  on  section  9,  where  he  purchased  120 
acres  of  land  upon  which  he  has  since  been  a  resident. 

The  marriage  of  our  sul)ject  was  celebrated  upon 
the  22d  of  February,  1854,  at  Springfield,  Oswego 
Co.,  N.  Y.  The  maiden  of  his  choice  was  Miss 
Mary  E.  Waldby,  daughter  of  Richard  and  Leah 
(Sitts)  Waldby.  This  was  a  Yorkshire  family;  her 
parents  had  settled  in  Springfield,  N.  Y.,  and  after- 
ward removed  to  Minden,  Montgomery  County. 
They  were  the  parents  of  three  children,  their 
daughter  Mary  being  the  eldest.  She  was  born  at 
Springfield,  N.  Y.,  on  the  20th  of  February,  1835. 
There  has  been  given  to  our  subject  and  wife  one 
child,  who  received  the  name  Marion  E.  She  is 
now  the  wife  of  Martin  C.  Blanchard,  of  Colon 
Township,  and  is  the  mother  of  five  children,  whose 
names  are  as  follows:  Lewis  Y.,  Clifford  G.,  Hurla 
E.,  Roy  F.  and  Lula  G. 

Mr.  Small  has  held  the  office  of  Supervisor  of 
Colon  Township  for  three  years,  and  that  of  Drain 
Commissioner  for  two  years,  besides  several  school 
offices.  In  politics  he  is  a  stanch  and  active  mem- 
ber of  tlie  Republican  party,  and  has  always  ac- 
knowledged allegiance  thereto.  He  is  a  man  of 
large  interests  in  the  welfare  of  the  county,  and  has 
always  exhibited  anxiety  to  further  the  interests 
thereof.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Small  are  members  in  good 
standing  of  the  P.  of  H.,  in  which  both  are  at  all 
times  cordially  received.  Mrs.  Small  is  a  lad}^  who 
has  always  been  very  careful  to  support  the  rela- 
tions sustained  in  the  domestic  circle  in  a  manner 
^  


that  is  indeed  most  enviable  where  a  similar  condi- 
tion of  things  does  not  exist,  although  it  is  pat- 
ent that  the  cause  is  the  same  that  led  her  to  link 
her  life  with  our  subject. 

Mrs.  Small's  grandfather,  ELenry  Sitts,  was  a  Cap- 
tain in  the  Revolutionary  War  and  helped  to  capture 
Capt.  Brant,  the  Indian  chief  who  was  so  exten- 
sively engaged  in  the  massacre  of  the  white  settlers. 
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/^  HARLES  T.  ENGLE,  a  son  of  one  of  the 
[li  f.  earliest  pioneers  of  Nottawa  Township,  was 
^^»^  born  upon  the  homestead  where  he  now  re- 
sides June  20,  1847.  Here  he  has  always  lived, 
and  it  is  hardly  necessary  to  say  tliat  it  possesses  for 
him  far  more  than  a  moneyed  value.  The  farm  itself 
is  one  of  the  finest  in  this  part  of  the  township,  hav- 
ing undergone  a  process  of  thorough  cultivation, 
and  is  146  acres  in  extent.  The  buildings  are  con- 
venient and  substantial,  and  meet  all  the  require- 
ments of  the  modern  and  progressive  agriculturist. 
Thomas  Engle,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Livingston  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  spent 
the  years  of  his  infancy  and  earl}^  youth  and  man- 
hood, and  was  married  to  Miss  Sarah  Rynearson, 
who  was  born  in  Susquehanna  County,  Pa.  Soon 
after  uniting  their  lives  and  fortunes  they  decided 
to  cast  their  lot  with  the  pioneers  of  Michigan  Ter- 
ritory. In  1830  the  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
Jonathan  Engle,  secured  a  tract  of  wild  land  now 
embraced  in  the  present  homestead,  and  com  prising 
a  portion  of  section  9.  His  neighbors  were  few  and 
far  between,  and  wild  animals  of  all  kinds  abounded. 
After  his  marriage  Thomas  Engle  moved  into  the 
first  school-house  built  in  the  township,  in  which 
the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born,  and  proceeded 
after  the  manner  of  the  early  settlers  to  till  the  soil 
and  build  up  a  home.  He  endured  his  full  share  of 
the  difficulties  and  dangers  which  then  beset  the  peo- 
ple of  that  region,  but  was  amply  prepared  for  the 
emergency,  being  of  courageous  heart  and  stout 
muscle,  and  in  time  his  labors  met  with  their  legit- 
imate reward.  The  parents  occupied  the  homestead 
thus  built  up  until  the  death  of  the  father,  which 
occurred  Feb.  14,  1875.     The  mother  subsequently 
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went  with  her  daughter  and  lived  in  Centreville, 
where  her  death  took  place  April  29,  1887. 

To  Thomas  and  Sarah  Engle  there  were  horn  five 
children,  two  sons  and  three  daughters,  namely: 
Watts  A.,  Charles  T.,  Georgie  A.,  Eva  C.  and  Rosa. 
Of  these  three  are  living  and  all  residents  of  this 
county.  Charles  T.  was  the  second  son  and  child, 
and  spent  his  boyhood  and  youth  in  common  with 
his  brothers  and  sisters,  assisting  as  he  was  able  in 
planting,  sowing  and  reaping,  and  acquiring  a  lim- 
ited education  in  the  pioneer  school.  When  about 
thirty  years  old,  thinking  he  would  like  a  change 
of  occupation  he  engaged  in  the  livery  business  at 
Centreville,  but  one  year  of  this  satisfied  him  and 
he  returned  to  the  pursuits  of  agriculture,  which  he 
has  since  closely  followed. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  June  20, 
1847,  and  when  twenty-two  years  of  age  began 
the  establishment  of  a  home  of  his  own.  On  tlie 
30th  of  August,  1869,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Grace 
M.,  daughter  of  Dr.  A.  B.  and  Lucy  (Burrell)  Hale, 
of  St.  Joseph  County.  Mrs.  Engle  was  born  on  the 
19th  of  March,  1851,  in  Calhoun  County,  Mich.,  and 
remained  under  the  home  roof  until  her  marriage, 
receiving  careful  training  from  her  excellent  parents 
and  a  common-school  education.  Her  parents  were 
natives  of  New  York  and  Massachusetts,  and  spent 
their  last  years  in  Kalamazoo  County,  Mich.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Engle  have  no  children.  Mr.  E.  takes  very 
little  interest  in  politics,  but  when  casting  his  vote 
at  the  general  elections  indicates  his  preference  for 
the  principles  of  the  Democratic  party.  He  is  bear- 
ing in  a  most  worthy  manner  the  mantle  of  his 
honored  father,  and  keeping  up  the  estate  in  the 
old-time  thorough  and  profitable  manner. 


THEODORE  W.  ROYS.  The  subject  of  this 
biography  occupies  no  unimportant  position 
among  the  leading  men  of  St.  Joseph  County, 
those  who  have  contributed  to  its  development,  and 
who  bj"  their  own  industry  have  set  an  example 
worthy  of  imitation,  and  by  their  intelligence  drawn 
around  them  a  class  of  people  who  are  a  credit  to 
any  community.  Mr.  Roys  owns  one  of  the  most 
beautiful  homesteads  in  Nottawa  Township,  the 
■^ -.-.-—. -. 


farm  being  embellished  with  fine  improvements  in 
the  shape  of  buildings,  and  the  dwelling  with  its 
surroundings  es[)ecially  attractive.  The  hand  of 
industrj^  is  apparent  on  all  sides,  while  the  home  is 
replete  with  those  evidences  of  taste  and  culture 
which  are  so  pleasing  to  the  eye,  and  which  indicate 
the  degree  in  which  civilization  has  crept  westward. 

In  reverting  to  the  life  history  of  an  individual 
it  is  natural  to  glance  back  to  those  from  whom  he 
drew  his  origin.  Our  subject  is  the  son  of  Truman 
and  Eunice  (Whitemore)  Roys,  who  were  natives  of 
Connecticut,  where  they  were  reared  and  educated. 
They  were  married  in  New  York,  and  settled  in 
Onondaga  County,  where  the  father  secured  a  tract 
of  land,  and  engaged  in  farming  the  balance  of  his 
life.  He  died  at  the  old  homestead  in  Onondaga 
County  in  middle  life,  about  1839.  The  mother 
survived  her  husband  a  period  of  thirty-six  years, 
remaining  a  widow,  and  departing  this  life  at  Mar- 
cellus,  Onondaga  Co.,  N.  Y.,in  1875.  The  parental 
household  included  two  sons  and  six  daughters, 
five  of  whom  are  living. 

Mr.  Roys  was  the  third  child  of  his  parents,  and 
was  born  at  the  homestead  in  Onondaga  County, 
N.  Y.,  not  far  from  the  town  of  Otisco,  May  6,  1829. 
He  was  a  lad  only  ten  years  of  age  at  the  time  of 
his  father's  death,  and  was  then  taken  into  the  home 
of  his  maternal  grandparents,  with  wiiom  he  lived 
until  a  youth  of  sixteen  years.  About  that  time 
the  death  of  his  grandfather  occurred,  and  after- 
ward Mr.  Roys  worked  out  upon  farms  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  old  home,  and  remained  a  resident 
of  his  native  county  until  coming  to  Michigan  in 
1854.  He  was  then  a  man  of  twenty-five  years, 
but  still  unmarried,  having  resolved  to  lay  the  foun- 
dation of  a  competence  before  taking  upon  himself 
the  responsibilities  of  a  family. 

The  bachelor  days  of  Mr.  Roys,  however,  ended 
Dec.  19,  1855,  when  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
one  of  the  most  estimable  ladies  of  this  county. 
Miss  Mary  Renner,  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Rebecca 
Renner,  and  sister  of  Mrs.  Charles  King,  a  sketch 
of  whom  will  be  found  on  another  page  of  this 
volume,  together  with  the  parental  history.  Mrs. 
Roys  was  born  in  Union  County,  Pa.,  Nov.  8,  1833, 
and  came  to  Michigan  with  her  parents  when  a 
child.     Of  her  union  with  our  subject  there  have 
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been  born  two  children,  one  of  whom,  Ida  E.,  died 
when  thirty-one  years  old.  This  daughter  had  al- 
ways  lived  at  home,  performing  her  fiUial  duties  in 
a  most  endearing  manner,  and  her  death  was  a 
heavy  blow  to  the  stricken  parents.  She  was  greatly 
beloved  by  the  people  of  her  community,  possess- 
ino-  more  than  ordinary  intelligence  and  amiability 
of  disposition.  Their  only  son  and  child,  William 
B.,  was  born  in  1858,  and  lives  at  home  with  his 
parents. 

Mr.  Roys  began  the  building  up  of  his  homestead 
in  1862,  with  a  capital  of  $300.  In  looking  upon 
his  surroundings  to-day,  it  must  be  confessed  that 
he  has  employed  his  time  to  excellent  advantage, 
and  been  remarkably  fortunate  in  his  investments. 
The  homestead  embraces  113  acres  of  good  land, 
which  has  been  brought  to  a  fine  state  of  cultiva- 
tion, and  all  the  improvements  have  been  made  by 
the  present  proprietor.  Mr.  Roys  is  a  man  held  in 
high  regard  by  his  fellow-citizens,  is  thorough  and 
skillful  as  a  farmer,  prompt  and  reliable  as  a  busi- 
ness man,  and  in  short,  possesses  all  the  qualities  of 
a  valued  member  of  the  community. 
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^  OSEPH  ORVIS  WARREN,  whose  residence 
is  in  Nottawa  Township,  is  a  gentleman 
widely  and  favorably  known  throughout  this 
section  of  St.  Joseph  County,  and  recog- 
nized as  among  its  most  intelligent  citizens,  thor- 
oughly educated  and  being  possessed  of  more  than 
ordinary  ability.  The  younger  years  of  his  man- 
hood were  employed  principally  as  a  teacher,  in 
which  profession  he  excelled,  meeting  with  more 
than  ordinary  success.  He  has  always  been  fond 
of  rural  life  and  its  pursuits,  loving  the  pleasures 
and  employments  of  the  country,  and  is  now  located 
on  a  snug  homestead  of  forty  acres  on  section  25, 
where  he  has  erected  good  buildings,  makes  a  spe- 
cialty of  market  gardening,  and  is  in  the  enjoyment 
of  all  the   comforts  and   many  of  the  luxuries  of 

life. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  New  York   March  29, 

1830,  and  is  the  son  of  Albert  and  Emory    (HiU 

dreth)  Warren,  the  father  a  native  of  Vermont  and 

the  mother  of  Connecticut.    They  were  married  in 


Brandon,  N.  Y.,  and  settled  at  Malone,  same  State, 
where  they  lived  a  few  years,  then  turned  their 
faces  toward  what  was  then  the  Far  West,  going 
into  Illinois,  where  the  father  had  taken  up  a  Gov- 
ernment claim  previously,  settling  among  the  ear- 
liest pioneers  of  that  region,  when  their  neighbors 
were  few  and  far  between. 

The  journey  of  the  parents  of  our  subject  from 
the  Empire  State  to  Illinois  was  made  with  an  ox- 
team,  and  was  necessarily  lengthy  and  tedious.  On 
the  road  Mr.  Warren  was  induced  to  exchange  his 
Eastern  money  for  some  of  the  ^-wild-cat"  currencj^ 
of  Michigan,  which  was  practically  worthless,  and 
on  account  of  this  mistake  he  was  unable  to  go  as 
far  as  he  had  at  first  intended,  stopping  in  the  em- 
bryo town  of  Monroe,  where  he  engaged  in  farm- 
ing, and  lived  there  about  three  years.  In  1837  he 
came  into  St.  Joseph  County  and  took  up  a  Gov- 
ernment claim  of  160  acres  in  the  vicinity  of  which 
is  now  situated  the  town  of  Mendon.  Nearly  all 
the  members  of  the  family  were  afflicted  with  the 
ague,  and  Mr.  Warren  was  obliged  to  part  with  his 
team  of  oxen  in  order  to  pay  the  doctor.  Amid 
these  discouragements  he  abandoned  his  claim,  and 
removing  to  Centreville  secured  employment  as 
turnkey  at  the  old  log  jail,  which  was,  about  1836, 
destroyed  by  fire.  He  got  his  house  rent  free  for 
his  services  in  taking  care  of  the  jail.  He  was  con- 
siderable of  a  mechanic,  and  by  carpentering  and 
cobbling  was  enabled  to  keep  hunger  from  the 
door.  He  finally  built  up  a  very  good  business, 
giving  employment  to  several  men  ip  the  manu- 
facture of  boots  and  shoes.  His  was  the  only  estab- 
lishment of  the  kind  in  that  vicinity  for  years. 

In  the  course  of  time  the  father  of  our  subject 
was  enabled  to  secure  eighty  acres  of  land  in  Colon 
Township,  upon  which  he  settled,  cleared  it  from 
the  timber,  developed  a  good  farm,  and  at  one  time 
possessed  the  finest  fruit  orchard  in  the  county. 
Upon  this  homestead  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his 
life,  a  period  of  thirty  years,  and  died  Oct.  16, 
1882,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-two,  having 
been  born  in  1800.  The  faithful  wife  and  mother 
is  still  living,  making  her  home  with  her  son,  our 
subject,  and  has  arrived  at  the  advanced  age  of 
eighty-four.  The  parental  household  included  five 
children,  who  were  named  respectively:    J.  Orvis, 
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Ezra,  Lucy  J.,  Caroline  and  Leonora.  Of  these 
four  are  living.  Ezra  during  the  Civil  War  enlisted 
in  the  11th  Michigan  Infantry, and  died  in  the  hos- 
pital at  Bardstown,  Ky.,  while  on  duty  in  Ken- 
tucky; Lucy  is  the  wife  of  Merritt  Lamb,  of  Grand 
Rapids;  Caroline  married  Alvah  Mettler,  and  died 
in  Nottawa  Township  about  1873;  Leonora  is  the 
wife  of  Calvin  Eberhardt,  of  Colon. 

Our  subject  came  to  Michigan  wnth  his  father,  and 
resided  with  him  in  Centreville  until  the  latter  re- 
moved to  his  farm  in  Colon  Township.  After- 
ward he  continued  in  that  town  until  1864.  In  the 
meantime  he  was  married  in  Colon  Village,  Oct.  25, 
1855,  to  Miss  Wealthy,  daughter  of  John  and 
Amanda  (Wilcox)  Belote.  The  father  of  Mrs. 
Warren  was  a  native  of  New  York  State,  and  the 
mother  of  Connecticut.  After  marriage  they  set- 
tled in  Chj.  Onondaga  Co.,N.  Y.,  living  there  un- 
til 1835,  when  they  set  their  faces  toward  the 
farther  West,  moving  into  Michigan  Territory  and 
settling  in  Colon  Township.  A  few  years  later  they 
changed  their  residence  to  Nottawa  Township, 
where  they  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives,  the 
mother  dying  in  1852,  and  the  father,  surviving  a 
period  of  thirteen  3^ears,  passing  awny  in  1865.  To 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Belote  there  were  born  eight  chil- 
dren, wiio  lived  to  mature  years.  One  daughter, 
Mary  A.,  died  in  New  York,  about  1838;  Isaac 
died  in  1 864 ;  Asa,  formerly  a  resident  of  Minnesota, 
died  about  1873;  Milton  died  in  Burr  Oak  in  1867; 
Amanda  is  the  wife  of  Henry  Dudly,  of  Burr  Oak; 
Eleanor  married  J.  S.  Klady,  who  is  now^  deceased; 
Wealthy,  Mrs.  Warren,  was  next  to  the  youngest; 
her  younger  brother,  James,  is  a  resident  of  Cen- 
treville ;  he  served  three  years  in  the  late  war,  and 
was  captured  and  imprisoned  at  Belle  Isle  three 
months. 

Mrs.  Warren  was  born  in  the  town  of  Clay, 
Onondaga  Co.,  N.  Y.,  March  20,  1832.  She  spent 
her  childhood  and  youth  in  this  county,  and  lived 
with  her  parents  until  her  marriage.  Of  her  union 
with  our  subject  there  are  three  children — John  A., 
Adelbert  and  Ella.  The  latter  is  the  wife  of  John 
Schofield,  of  Cohoes,  N.  Y.  Mr.  Warren,  politi- 
cally, is  a  sound  Republican,  but  has  never  aspired 
to  office,  although  serving  as  School  Inspector  in 
bis  district.     When  a  3^outh  of  sixteen  years  his 

4<  


father  gave  him  his  time,  and  he  devoted  the  money 
earned  thereafter  to  his  education.  Upon  complet- 
ing his  studies  he  engaged  in  teaching,  and  followed 
this  profession  thirty  seasons  in  succession.  One 
year  he  was  Principal  of  the  school  at  Lima,  Ind. 
Mrs.  Warren,  like  her  Imsband,  was  occupied  as  a 
teacher  about  six  years  prior  to  her  marriage. 

Adelbert  Warren,  who  was  born  in  1858,  is  a 
young  man  of  fine  business  capacities  and  prosper- 
ously engaged  as  a  farmer  in  Logan  County.  The 
family  is  widely  and  favorably  known  throughout 
this  section  of  country,  and  Mr.  Warren  is  num- 
bered among  its  most  capable  men. 


AVID  KING.  The  main  points  in  the 
history  of  this  well-to-do  farmer  of  Colon 
Tow^nship  are  as  follows :  He  is  the  third 
child  of  David  F.  and  Jane  (Wetherhagg) 
King,  and  was  born  in  Lincolnshire,  England,  Jan. 
31,  1827.  The  comforts  by  which  he  and  his  family 
are  surrounded  are  indicative  of  the  industry  and 
perseverance  which  have  marked  his  career.  In 
the  sketch  of  his  brother.  Charles  King,  another 
well-known  citizen  of  the  township,  will  be  found 
an  extended  sketch  of  the  parents. 

Wlien  a  lad  of  seven  years  David  King  crossed 
the  Atlantic  with  his  parents,  and,  young  as  he  was, 
remembers  many  of  the  incidents  of  the  preparation 
and  the  after  voyage  on  the  ocean.  The  family 
landed  in  New  York,  and.  proceeding  directly  west- 
ward, came  to  this  county,  where  they  took  up 
their  permanent  abode.  Here  young  King  received 
his  first  lessons  in  farming,  and  for  a  period  of  five 
or  six  years  he  aided  as  he  could  around  the  home- 
stead, and  pursued  his  lessons  in  the  common  school. 
The  advantages  of  those  da3^s,  however,  were  ex- 
tremely^ limited,  but  the  boy,  with  more  than  or- 
dinary intelligence,  grew  up  into  a  well-informed 
man,  keeping  his  eyes  open  to  what  was  going  on 
around  him  in  the  world. 

Mr.  King  remained  a  member  of  the  parental 
household  until  twenty- two  years  of  age.  In  the 
spring  of  1861  he  went  over  into  Branch  County, 
and  purchased  fort^^  acres  of  land  in  Union  Town- 
ship, upon  which  he  settled  and  remained  until  the 
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spring  of  1865.  Then,  selling  out,  he  returned  to 
Colon  Township,  this  county,  and  purchased  the 
land  which  he  now  occupies,  and  which  lies  on  sec- 
tions 17  and  18.  Here  he  has  eight3^-eight  acres, 
which  he  has  brought  to  a  good  state  of  cultivation, 
and  upon  which  he  has  set  out  a  fine  orchard, 
erected  a  neat  and  substantial  dwelling,  and  the 
other  farm  buildings  necessary  for  his  comfort  and 
convenience. 

Mr.  King  was  first  married  in  June,  1861,  to  Miss 
Martha  Sterns,  who  was  born  and  reared  in  Union 
Township,  Branch  Co.,  Mich.  Her  parents  were 
Asa  and  Susanna  Sterns.  Mrs.  King  only  survived 
her  marriage  a  period  of  four  years,  her  death  tak- 
ing place  July  4,  1865.  Mr.  King,  in  April,  1874, 
contracted  a  second  marriage,  with  Mrs.  Caroline 
(Dale)  Dean,  the  widow  of  Jacob  Dean,  a  well-to- 
do  farmer  of  Branch  County,  Of  her  first  mar- 
riage there  was  born  one  child,  a  son,  Henr}^  E.,  who 
still  remains  with  his  mother.  Mrs.  (Jaroline  King 
was  born  April  4,  1850,  in  Williams  County,  Ohio, 
and  is  the  daughter  of  Frederick  and  Elizabeth 
(Barrett)  Dale,  who  were  natives  of  Pennsylvania 
and  New  York  respectively.  Her  parents'  family 
included  nine  children,  six  of  wdiom  are  still  living. 
To  our  subject  and  his  present  wife  there  has  been 
born  one  child  only,  a  daughter,  Mary  J.  She  is  a 
bright  and  interesting  maiden  of  thirteen  years, 
having  been  born  June  23,  1875.  Mr.  King,  polit- 
ically, is  an  earnest  supporter  of  Democratic  princi- 
ples, but  has  little  to  do  with  public  affairs,  preferring 
to  give  his  time  and  attention  to  his  farm  and  his 
family. 


!t 


VfOSEPH  B.  HASBROUCK.  This  gentleman 
i  deserves  especial  mention  as  being  one  of 
the  most  public-spirited  citizens  of  St. 
Joseph  County,  liberal  minded  and  enter- 
prising, and  one  who  has  been  of  essential  value  in 
the  development  of  this  portion  of  the  county, 
with  whose  interests  he  has  been  closely  identified 
for  many  years.  He  is  the  owner  of  some  fine  farm 
property  located, on  section  27,  Nottawa  Township, 
adjacent  to  the  village. 

Our  subject  is  the  offspring  of  a  good  family,  be- 
ing the  son   of   John  and    Rachel    A.   (Traphagen) 


Hasbrouck,  who  were  natives  respectively  of  Ulster 
County,  N.  Y.,  aiid  Passaic  County,  N.  J.  The  ma- 
ternal grandparents  removed  to  the  Empire  State 
in  early  days,  where  their  daughter  Rachel  was  mar- 
ried, and  settled  with  her  husband  for  a  time  in  Ul- 
ster County,  N.  Y.  Thence  the  parents  of  our  subject 
in  the  spring  of  1861  came  to  this  county,  set- 
tling first  in  Lockport  Township.  Eight  years 
later  they  changed  their  residence  to  Centreville, 
where  the  father  died  in  the  fall  of  1869.  The 
mother  is  still  living. 

The  parental  household  of  our  subject  included 
eight  childreoi,  five  sons  and  three  daughters,  and 
Joseph  B.  was  the  fourth  in  order  of  birth.  He 
first  opened  his  eyes  to  the  light  in  New  Hurley, 
Ulster  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Jan.  4,  1840,  was  reared  at  the 
old  homestead  in  the  Empire  State,  and  conned  his 
lessons  in  the  district  school.  He  was  twenty-one 
years  old  upon  coming  to  this  county,  and  lived 
wuth  his  parents  in  Lockport  Township  for  a  period 
of  eight  years.  Afterward  he  made  his  home 
principally  in  Centreville  a  period  of  ten  years, 
where  he  conducted  a  meat-market.  In  the  spring 
of  1878  he  moved  to  the  farm  he  now  owns  and 
occupies,  and  which  from  its  near  location  to  the 
village  of  Nottawa  is  valuable.  It  comprises  130 
acres,  with  good  buildings  and  all  the  other  appli- 
ances of  the  well-regulated  suburban  home. 

Mr.  Hasbrouck  w^as  first  married  in  Centreville 
on  the  evening  of  Dec.  25,  1869,  to  Miss  Jennie 
Blair,  who  only  lived  a  few  years,  her  decease  tak- 
ing place  in  Centreville,  June  15,  1873.  Our  sub- 
ject contracted  a  second  marriage  in  Centreville, 
Sept.  9,  1877,  wath  Miss  Elizabeth  Strong,  adopted 
daughter  of  Renssalaer  and  Ann  B.  (Oviatt)  Strong. 
Mr.  Strong  came  to  this  county  from  Genesee 
County,  N.  Y.,  in  June,  1836,  and  settled  in  Not- 
tawa Township,  of  w^hich  he  and  his  estimable  wife 
were  residents  for  a  period  of  forty  years,  and  where 
they  looked  their  last  upon  the  scenes  of  earth. 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Hasbrouck  was  born  in  this 
county,  Dec.  4,  1840,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Joseph 
and  Amanda  (Wheeler)  Alger.  Her  parents  were 
natives  of  Vermont,  and  came  to  this  county  dur- 
ino-  its  pioneer  days.  The  father  about  1849  started 
for  the  Pacific  Slope,  and  died  on  the  plains.  The 
mother  died  in  Sherman  Township  about  1842.  To 

■.     ■  •» 


f 


J^ 


256 


ST.  JOSEPH  COUNTY. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hasbronck  there  have  been  born  two 
children,  both  sons,  Harrj  8.  and  Frank  C,  who 
are  at  home. 

Our  subject,  politically,  votes  the  straight  Re- 
publican ticket,  and  has  held  the  office  of  Justice  of 
the  Peace  a  number  of  years.  Both  he  and  his 
estimable  wife  are  members  in  good  standing  of 
the  Reform  Church.  For  nearl}^  ten  years  prior  to 
her  marriage  Mrs.  Hasbrouck  was  a  very  success- 
ful teacher  of  music.  She  is  a  very  pleasant  and 
amiable  lady,  and  is  well  known  all  over  this  part 
of  the  county,  where  she  as  well  as  her  husband  has 
hosts  of  friends. 

In  the  fall  of  1872  Mr.  Hasbronck  took  a  trip  to 
Texas,  and  remained  in  the  Lone  Star  State  a  period 
of  eight  months.  In  the  meantime  be  contracted 
to  furnish  the  bridge  and  spile  timber  for  the 
Housatonic  &  Great  Northern  Railway.  The  enter- 
prise proved  successful,  and  the  sojourn  in  the 
Southwest  particularly  pleasant. 
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UH.  CHIYERS,  M.  D.,  is  a  fine  represent- 
ative of  the  medical  profession  of  St.  Jo- 
W^  sepli  County,  being  one  of  its  leading 
physicians  and  surgeons.  He  is  pleasantly  located 
in  the  town  of  Colon,  where  he  enjoys  a  large  prac- 
tice. He  is  a  native  of  London,  England,  born  in 
1851,  to  Henry  and  Ann  (Nowel)  Chivers,  natives 
of  England.  They  came  to  America  with  their 
family  in  1861,  and  arrived  in  Hudson,  Lenawee 
County,  this  State,  on  the  4th  of  July,  that  year. 
His  father  has  since  then  been  actively  identified 
with  the  agricultural  interests  of  Southern  Michi- 
gan, and  is  now  extensively  engaged  in  farming  in 
Hillsdale  County.  He  and  his  estimable  wife  are 
genial,  intelligent  people,  and  are  valued  members 
of  the  community  where  they  reside,  commanding 
the  full  respect  and  esteem  of  all  by  whom  they  are 
known.  They  have  had  eight  children,  six  of  whom 
are  living. 

Dr.  Chivers,  of  whom  we  write,  was  the  third 
child  of  these  worthy  people,  and  as  he  was  but  ten 
years  of  age  when  he  accompanied  them  across  the 
waters  from  the  land  of  his  birth  to  their  new  home    I 


in  this  countiy,  he  has  grown  to  manhood  and 
passed  the  most  important  3'ears  of  his  life  in  the 
United  States.  He  was  educated  in  the  schools  of 
Lenawee  County,  in  the  town  of  Hudson.  Possess- 
ing a  decided  predilection  for  the  study  of  medi- 
cine, he  earl}"  set  about  obtaining  the  means  to 
pursue  it,  and  we  find  him  when  quite  young  suc- 
cessfully engaged  in  teaching  for  a  number  of 
terms.  He  subsequently  entered  the  Detroit  Medi- 
cal School,  well  prepared  to  pursue  the  prescribed 
course  of  instruction,  as  he  had  employed  his  leisure 
time  in  studying.  He  was  graduated  from  that 
institution  in  1877,  having  stood  high  in  his  classes 
throughout  the  course.  He  commenced  the  practice 
of  his  profession  in  Prattville,  Hillsdale  County, 
where  he  continued  to  reside  until  1881,  when  a 
fine  opening  in  the  town  of  Colon  induced  him  to 
come  here  and  open  an  office.  He  is  a  man  whose 
clear,  cool  head,  steady  nerve,  and  rich  mental  en- 
dowments, eminently  fit  him  for  the  profession  of  a 
physician,  as  is  attested  by  the  reputation  he  has 
won  for  skill  and  success  in  his  treatment  of  diffi- 
cult cases. 

The  Doctor  was  married  in  Hillsdale  County,  in 
December,  1875,  to  Miss  Lois  Downer,  who  was 
born  in  Hillsdale  Count}''  in  1851.  She  was  the 
sixth  in  a  family  of  seven  children,  six  of  whom 
are  living,  born  to  the  Rev.  S.  B.  and  Abigail  (Pix 
ley)  Downer,  natives  of  New  York.  They  carae  to 
Michigan  at  an  early  date,  her  father  at  that  time  be- 
ing minister  in  charge  of  the  Prattville  Congrega- 
tional, formerly  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
he  is  well  known  throughout  Lenawee  and  Hillsdale 
Counties;  he  and  his  wife  still  make  their  home 
in  the  latter  county.  To  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Chivers  one 
child,  Roy,  has  been  born.  He  is  now  ten  years 
of  age,  and  is  attending  school.  The  Doctor  and 
his  wife  are  members  of  the  Congregational  Church, 
of  Prattville.  He  is  identified  with  the  I.  O.  O.  F., 
of  Colon.  The  Doctor  is  independent  in  his  political 
views,  voting  for  whom  he  considers  the  best  men, 
although  he  is  in  full  sympathy  with  the  principles 
of  the  Democratic  party.  He  is  a  radical  temper- 
ance man,  and  in  his  own  life  Illustrates  the  ad- 
vantages of  possessing  that  virtue.  He  is  a  prominent 
member  of  the  State  Medical  Association,  and  be- 
longs to  the  local  Board  of  Health,  and  he  has  done 
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much  to  promote  sanitary  measures  in  this  town. 
The  Doctor  is  interested  in  a  drug-store  here,  which 
is  managed  under  the  firm  name  of  J.  E.  Chivers  & 
Co.,  and  it  carries  a  heavy  stock  of  goods  in  the  drug 
line,  besides  books,  stationery,  and  a  fine  assortment 
of  jeweby,  and  does  an  extensive  business. 
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;  OHN  LEHR,  one  of  the  solid  men  of  Not- 
tawa  Township,  owns  a  good  farm  of  110 
acres  occupying  a  portion  of  section  12.  He 
is  a  gentleman  well  known  and  highly  re- 
spected in  this  region,  the  son  of  John  and  Anna 
(Peters)  Lehr,  w^ho  were  natives  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  died  in  what  was  then  Union  County,  but  is 
now  Snyder  County,  Pa.  The  parental  family  con- 
sisted of  eight  children,  of  whom  John  was  the 
fifth  in  order  of  birth.  He  was  born  in  the  county 
above  mentioned  May  19,  1832,  where  he  spent  his 
boyhood  and  youth,   being  reared  upon  the  home 

farm. 

When  a  young  man  of  twenty  years  our  subject, 
leaving  the  Keystone  State,  made  his  way  to  San- 
dusky County,  Ohio,  where  he  learned  the  trade  of 
carpenter,  and  sojourned  for  a  period  of  four  years. 
In  the  spring  of  1857  he  made  his  way  to  Michigan, 
taking  up  his  abode  first  at  Three  Eivers,  where  he 
followed  his  trade  until  ready  to  buy  a  farm.  He 
then  selected  a  tract  of  land  in  Nottawa  Township, 
much  of  which  w^as  covered  with  timber.  He  felled 
the  trees  by  the  laborious  process  known  to  those 
days,  destroying  by  burning  timber  which  would 
now  bring  a  snug  sum  of  money.  He  endured  in 
common  with  the  people  around  him  the  hardships 
and  diflficulties  of  life  in  a  new  settlement,  and  now, 
in  the  enjoyment  of  a  large  portion  of  the  good 
things  of  life,  is  reaping  the  reward  of  his  toils. 

Over  thirty  years  ago,  on  the  24th  of  September^ 
1857,  our  subject  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Margaret,  daughter  of  James  and  Jane  (Conkling) 
Ash.  The  parents  of  Mrs.  Lehr  settled  in  St. 
Joseph  County  during  its  earliest  days,  and  Mr. 
Ash  numbered  one  among  the  thrifty  pioneers  who 
built  up  a  homestead  from  the  wilderness  and  thus 
contributed  to  the  wealth  and  development  of  St. 
Joseph  County.     Both    he  and  his  estimable  wife 
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died  in  Three  Rivers,  the  former  in  1887  and  the 
latter  in  1882.  -They  were  the  parents  of  six  chil- 
dren, all  of  whom  are  living  and  all  residents  of 
this  county. 

Mrs.  Lehr  was  the  eldest  child  of  her  parents,  and 
was  born  in  Flowerfield  Township,  Dec.  14,  1838. 
She,  Uke  her  husband,  acquired  her  education  in 
the  district  schools,  and  was  trained  by  an  excellent 
mother  in  tliose  housewifely  duties  which  have  so 
much  influence  in  the  happiness  of  a  home.  To  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Lehr  there  was  born  one  child  only,  a 
daughter,  Jennie  J.,  born  July  25,  1858.  This 
daughter  grew^  up,  as  may  be  supposed,  the  light  of 
the  household,  and  is  now  the  wdfe  of  Frank  Avery, 
a  well-to-do  farmer  of  Nottawa  Township. 

The  first  year  after  marriage  Mr.  Lehr  engaged 
in  the  grocery  trade  for  a  time,  then  became  inter- 
ested in  a  threshing-machine,  wiiich  he  operated 
among  the  farmers  of  this  region  until  1864.  The 
Civil  War  being  then  in  progress  he  went  South  in 
the  employ  of  the  Government  as  a  carpenter,  and 
sojourned  in  the  States  of  Tennessee,  Alabama  and 
Kentucky  a  period  of  nine  months,  engaged  in 
building  bridges  for  the  Government. 

Mr.  Lehr  has  been  quite  prominent  in  township 
affairs,  holding  the  various  school  oflftces  and  other- 
wise identifying  himself  with  the  best  interests  of 
the  people.  Both  he  and  his  estimable  wife  are 
members  in  good  standing  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church.  Mr.  L.,  politically,  is  an  earnest  advo- 
cate of  Republican  principles. 

OLOMON  YEATTER.  Among  the  most 
worthy  and  well-known  citizens  of  St.  Jo- 
seph County  is  the  gentleman  whose  life  is 
h^re  briefly  sketched.  He  is  the  son  of 
Jonathan  and  Barbara  (Decker)  Yeatter.  His  father 
was  one  of  the  very  early  settlers  in  this  county, 
coming  here  in  the  year  1853.  He  was  born  on  the 
8th  of  April,  1806,  in  Miflflin  County,  Pa.,  and  was 
there  brought  up  to  man's  estate.  His  mother,  a 
native  of  the  same  place,  was  born  on  the  22d  of 
April,  1814.  They  were  companions  in  early  life, 
and  after  their  marriage  settled  in  their  native 
county,  making  their  home  there  until   1843,  when 
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they  removed  to  Seneca,  Ohio,  living  in  that  place 
until  1853.  In  that  year  they  came  to  this  county 
and  settled  in  Colon  Township,  which  they  made 
their  home  until  their  death,  which  occurred  on  the 
23d  of  August,  1888,  and  on  the  2d  of  August, 
1876,  respectivelj^  They  were  members  of  the 
Lutheran  Church  in  Pennsylvania,  but  on  coming 
to  St.  Joseph  County  united  with  the  Reformed 
Church,  with  which  they  were  connected  at  the 
time  of  their  death. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  the  fourth  child  of 
eight  born  to  his  parents,  and  he  too  was  born  in 
the  Pennsylvania  home,  the  date  of  that  interesting 
event  being  the  13th  of  April,  1839.  At  the  time 
of  the  removal  to  Ohio  he  was  four  years  of  age, 
and  was  still  with  his  parents  when  they  came  to 
this  county  in  1853,  continuing  with  them  until 
the  year  1869,  when  he  settled  upon  the  farm  where 
he  now  lives,  which  is  situated  on  section  24, 
Colon  Township. 

The  education  of  Mr.  Yeatter  was  received  in 
the  common  schools  of  Colon  and  its  Seminary. 
After  leaving  these  institutions  he  taught  school  for 
four  years  in  St.  Joseph  and  Branch  Counties,  and 
evidenced  an  ability  to  manage  his  pupils  and  train 
the  developing  intelligence  intrusted  to  his  care, 
that  would  seem  to  have  w^arranted  a  longer  con- 
tinuance in  the  profession,  but  he  was  otherwise 
inclined,  and  consequentlj^  gave  his  attention  to 
agricultural  pursuits. 

The  farm  of  our  subject  comprises  350  acres  of 
well-cultivated,  arable  land,  of  which  he  took  pos- 
session before  any  improvements  had  been  made. 
He  has  erected  good  buildings  and  a  comfortable, 
well-appointed  farm  dwelling,  of  which,  however, 
the  chief  attraction  is  the  cheerful,  bright  and 
amiable  lady,  who,  since  the  22d  of  February,  1866, 
has  been  united  with  him  in  the  closest  of  all  earthly 
relations. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  was  celebrated  at 
Colon,  Feb.  22,  1866,  his  wife  being  Miss  Martha 
Benedict,  a  daughter  of  Alfred  R.  and  Cynthia 
(Aid rich)  Benedict.  Her  father  was  a  native  of 
the  Empire  State,  and  her  mother  of  Ohio.  They 
first  settled  in  Morrow  County,  in  the  latter  State, 
where  they  continued  to  make  their  home  until 
coming  to  this  county.     In  1849   they  established 


themselves  in  Burr  Oak  Township,  where  Mrs. 
Benedict  died  on  the  9th  of  August,  1864.  Subse- 
quently her  husband  remarried,  and  removed  to  the 
village  of  Burr  Oak,  where  he  lived  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  on  the  14th  of  July,  1882.  Mr. 
Benedict  had  a  family  of  ten  children,  nine  by  the 
first  marriage. 

Mrs.  Yeatter  was  the  third  child  of  her  parents 
in  order  of  birth,  and  was  born  in  Morrow  County, 
Ohio,  on  the  23d  of  July,  1843.  She  was  carefully 
brought  up,  and  continued  to  live  with  her  parents 
until  her  marriage.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Yeatter  have 
been  born  three  children,  who  have  received  the 
following  names:  Sidney  E.,  EfRe  O.  and  Ethel  L. 
Both  Sidney  and  Ethel  are  engaged  as  teachers,  and 
are  quite  successful  in  their  w^ork. 

Mrs.  Yeatter  is  a  member  in  good  standing  of 
the  Reformed  Church,  and  takes  much  interest  in 
the  various  enterprises  and  organizations  connected 
therewith.  She  is  a  lady  respected  and  esteemed 
in  the  communion  of  which  she  is  a  member,  as  she 
is  also  by  all  who  know  her.  Our  subject  has  held 
several  offices  in  the  township  in  a  most  commenda- 
tory manner.  In  his  relation  to  matters  political 
he  is  strictly  independent,  and  it  is  his  aim  always 
to  use  his  ballot  for  what  in  his  judgment  are  truly 
the  best  interests  of  the  people,  regardless  of  party 
and  policy,  respecting  simply  principle  and  right. 


(-^5^3HOMAS  CUDDY.  A  community  of  en- 
terprising men  soon  leave  their  mark' upon 
the  section  of  country  wherein  they  settle, 
and  to  them  it  is  indebted  for  its  growth  and  pros- 
perity. In  order  to  effect  this  they  must  be  liberal- 
minded,  progressive  and  unselfish.  Nottawa  Town- 
ship has  been  fortunate  in  this  respect,  and  among 
the  men  who  have  aided  in  her  growth  and  pros- 
perity the  subject  of  this  sketch  occupies  a  leading 
position.  Not  the  least  among  his  labors  have  been 
the  building  of  a  fine  homestead,  the  cultivation  of 
the  soil,  the  planting  of  trees,  the  building  of  fences, 
and  last,  but  not  least,  the  erection  of  neat  and 
substantial  farm  buildings.  These  include  a  hand- 
some and  commodious  brick  residence,  while  the 
barn  and  other  structures  for  the  storing  of   grain 
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and  the  shelter  of  stock   indicate  the  enterprise  of 
the  proprietor. 

A  large  proportion  of  the  early  settlers  of  Michi- 
gan owe  their  birth  and  ancestry  to  a  foreign  land. 
The  childhood  home  of  Mr.  Cuddy  was  in  County 
Tyrone,  Ireland,  where  his  birth  took  place  in  1829. 
His  father  was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and  the 
boy  grew  up  with  limited  advantages,  but  with 
sentiments  of  honesty  and  habits  of  industry.  He 
was  bright  and  ambitious,  and  when  twenty  years 
of  ao-e  resolved  to  seek  his  fortunes  on  the  other 
side  of  the  Atlantic.  Taking  passage  on  a  sailing- 
vessel  at  Liverpool,  he  landed  ^ve  weeks  later  upon 
American  soil,  in  the  city  of  New  York. 

Young  Cuddy  soon  made  his  way  to  the  State  of 
Michigan,  and  having  in  view  the  pursuits  of  farm 
life,  located,  in  the  month  of  June,  upon  a  tract  of 
land  in  Nottawa  Township,  near  the  river.  He 
lived  for  a  time  with  an  uncle,  not  having  yet 
formed  matrimonial  or  domestic  ties.  He  proceeded 
with  the  cultivation  of  his  land,  remaining  a  bachelor 
for  a  period  of  nearly  ten  years  longer,  but  on  the 
28th  of  April,  1859,  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Catherine  McKinley. 

The  wife  of  our  subject  is  the  daughter  of  Rob- 
ert and  Catherine  McKinley,  who  were  natives  of 
Scotland,  and  settled  in  Sherman  Township,  this 
county,  during  its  pioneer  days.  The  father  fol- 
lowed the  peaceful  pursuits  of  farm  life,  and  died 
in  1883.  The  mother  departed  this  life  Jan.  28, 
1875.  Mrs.  Catherine  Cuddy  became  the  mother 
of  three  children,  and  departed  this  life  at  the  resi- 
dence of  her  father  in  Sherman  Township,  on  the 
4th  of  September,  1869,  at  the  age  of  twenty-seven 
years,  having  been  born  in  1842.  Her  native  place 
was  Amsterdam,  N.  Y.  The  children  of  this  union 
were  Catherine  L.,  Robert  J.  and  Samuel.  The 
latter  died  when  about  eight  years  of  age.  The 
others  are  living. 

Mr.  Cuddy,  on  the  28th  of  September,  1871, 
contracted  a  second  marriage,  with  Miss  Catherine 
Culbertson,  who  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  in  1837. 
She  was  the  daughter  of  James  Culbertson,  one  of 
the  early  pioneers  of  this  county,  and  died  at  her 
home  in  Nottawa  Township,  Aug.  24,  1878. 

The  present  wife  of  our  subject,  to  whom  he  was 
married    March   3,    1880,   was  formerly  Miss  Ella 


Piatt,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Lydia  Piatt,  of  Leoni- 
das  Township.  Henry  Piatt  was  also  one  of  the 
pioneers  of  this  county.  He  and  his  excellent  wife 
were  natives  of  New  York;  the  mother  died  in 
1872,  and  the  father  is  still  living.  Mrs.  Ella  Cuddy 
was  born  in  1859,  in  Leonidas  Township,  and  was 
the  second  child  of  her  parents,  whose  family  con- 
sisted of  two  children.  Of  her  marriage  with  our 
subject  there  have  been  born  a  daughter  and  two 
sons — Jennie  L.,  George  L.  and  Thomas  T. 

Mr.  Cuddy,  upon  becoming  a  naturalized  citizen, 
identified  himself  with  the  Democratic  party,  and 
cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for  Pierce.  Later  he 
considered  that  he  had  reason  to  support  the  Green- 
backers,  and  accordingly  allied  himself  with  them. 
He  has  never  been  an  office-seeker,  but  prefers  to 
o-ive  his  strict  attention  to  his  own  affairs. 
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J"^  OHN  RUTHERFORD.  The  men  who  came 
I  to  Michigan  in  the  pioneer  days  and  inau- 
I  gurated  the  struggle  with  the  primitive  soil, 
j  battling  with  the  first  difficulties  with  life  in 
a  new  country,  deserve  more  than  passing  mention. 
It  must  have  required  no  small  amount  of  courage 
and  perseverance  to  break  loose  from  old  friends 
and  associations,  and  perhaps  with  no  other  means 
than  stout  muscles  and  a  hopeful  heart,  enter  upon 
the  task  of  opening  up  a  homestead  from  the  wil- 
derness, a  task  which  they  understood  from  the 
first  would  involve  years  of  labor  and  no  small 
outlay  of  capital.  Among  the  men  who  thus  dis- 
tinguished themselves  in  this  county  is  the  subject 
of  this  sketch. 

Mr.  Rutherford  was  born  in  Caledonia,  Living- 
ston Co.,  N.  Y.,  June  26,  1814,  and  lived  there  at 
his  father's  farm  until  a  youth  of  nineteen  years. 
Then,  learning  the  carpenter  trade,  he  worked  a  year 
as  a  journeyman  in  his  native  State,  and  at  the  end 
of  this  time,  resolving  upon  a  change  of  loca- 
tion, made  his  way  to  the  Territory  of  Michigan. 
Early  in  the  spring  of  1836,  still  unmarried,  he  mi- 
grated to  this  county,  and  employed  himself  as  a 
farm  laborer  about  two  years,  mostly  in  Nottawa 
Township.  He  had  in  the  meantime  purchased  160 
acres  of  land  in  Allegan    County,  which    he   now 

— i» 


4    260 


/ 


"i^»» 


ST.  JOSEPH  COUNTY. 


sold,  and  invested  a  portion  of  his  capital  in  130 
acres  just  east  of  Centreville  in  Nottawa  Township, 
which  he  occupied  and  cultivated  a  period  of  seven 
years.  He  had  now  practically  abandoned  his 
trade  and  given  Ids  attention  to  the  more  congenial 
l>ursuits  of  agriculture. 

At  the  expiration  of  the  time  mentioned  Mr. 
Rutherford  sold  out  again,  and  purchased  200 
acres  on  section  29  in  Nottawa  Township,  which 
comprises  his  present  farm.  The  history  of  those 
first  few  years  is  similiar  to  that  of  his  brother  pio- 
neers, and  during  which  he  labored  early  and  late, 
enduring  many  privations  and  sacrifices  for  the  sake 
of  future  good  to  himself  and  family.  Although 
for  the  most  part  successful  he  has  had  his  adversi- 
ties and  losses,  having  in  April,  1862,  suffered  the 
loss  of  a  fine  residence,  which  was  destroyed  by 
fire.  He  at  once  rebuilt,  and  in  due  time  found 
himself  on  his  feet  again. 

The  greater  portion  of  the  Rutherford  farm  is 
under  a  fine  state  of  cultivation.  Our  subject  has 
a  fair  assortment  of  live  stock,  an  ample  supply  of 
choice  fruit,  and  all  the  other  necessaries  conducive 
to  his  comfort  and  well-being.  He  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Betsey  Ann  Engle,  in  Nottawa 
Township,  March  4,  1838.  Mrs.  Betsey  A.  Ruth- 
erford, also  a  native  of  New  York  State,  was  born 
in  Mt.  Morris,  Livingston  County,  in  1818.  This 
lady  became  the  mother  of  two  children,  and  died 
at  the  homestead  in  Nottawa  Township  in  Novem- 
ber, 1874.  Their  elder  child,  a  son,  George  W., 
remains  with  his  father  at  home:  he  married  Miss 
Ellen  Ashley,  a  native  of  Oswego  County,  N.  Y.,  and 
they  have  two  children,  John  A.  and  Zoe  E.  Isabel 
J.  is  the  wife  of  Francis  Good  en,  of  Nottawa. 

Our  subject  contracted  a  second  marriage  in  Jan- 
uary, 1881,  with  Miss  Sarah  Gee,  also  a  native  of 
the  Empire  State,  and  born  in  New  York  in  1812; 
she  died  in  the  year  1888.  Her  parents  were  na- 
tives of  New  York  State,  and  are  now  deceased. 
Mr.  R.  has  been  quite  prominent  in  local  affairs, 
representing  Nottawa  Township  about  twelve  years 
in  the  Count}"  Board  of  Supervisors,  ofldciating  as 
Justice  of  the  Peace  the  same  length  of  time,  and 
serving  as  Highway  Commissioner  at  different  times 
for  the  last  twenty  years.  In  religious  matters  he 
adheres  to  the  doctrines  of  the  Reformed  Church. 
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The  Rutherford  family  is  of  Scotch  ancestry  as 
far  back  as  the  records  have  been  preserved.  James 
Rutherford,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  a  native 
of  Edinburgh,  Scotland,  and  married  a  maiden  of 
his  own  Province,  Miss  Mary  Hunter.  They  came 
on  a  bridal  tour  to  the  United  States,  settling  in 
Livingston  County,  N.  Y.,  where  the  father  en- 
gaged in  farming,  where  all  their  children,  nine  in 
number,  w^ere  born,  and  where  the  parents  spent 
the  remainder  of  their  lives.  John  was  the  fifth  in 
order  of  birth.  In  the  early  da^^s  the  pioneer  far- 
mers during  harvest  time  fortified  their  harvest 
hands  with  a  generous  supply  of  whisky.  The 
father  of  our  snbject  discontinued  this  practice 
when  John  was  a  lad  of  fourteen  years,  and  became 
a  strict  advocate  of  temperance.  He  succeeded  in 
training  his  sons  to  his  way  of  thinking,  especially 
John,  who  is  now  a  pronounced  Prohibitionist,  al- 
though he  still  casts  his  vote  with  the  Republican 
party. 
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.^TEPHEN  M.  SNYDER 


is  a  native-born 
citizen  of  Michigan,  Lockport,  St.  Joseph 
County,  being  his  j)lace  of  birth,  and  May 
18,  1843,  the  date  thereof.  He  is  now 
prominently  identified  with  the  agricultural  inter- 
ests of  his  native  State,  owning  and  occupying  a 
fine  farm  on  section  1,  Fabius  Township.  He  is  a 
representative  of  an  honored  pioneer  family  of  St. 
Joseph  County,  his  parents,  Henry  and  Lydia 
(Moore)  Snyder,  being  among  the  early  settlers  of 
Southern  Michigan.  They  were  natives  of  Penn- 
sylvania, his  father  being  born  in  what  is  now 
Snyder  County,  in  1804,  and  his  mother  in  Union 
County,  that  State. 

Our  subject  obtained  a  fair  education  in  the 
common  schools,  and  was  reared  to  man's  estate  on 
his  father's  farm,  having  no  recollection  of  being 
out  of  the  county  until  he  entered  the  army.  The 
breaking  out  of  the  Rebellion  found  him  a  strong, 
active,  self-reliant  lad,  capable  of  doing  his  full 
share  of  labor  on  the  home  farm.  He  watched  the 
progress  of  the  war  with  intense  interest,  and  ar- 
dently and  patriotically  desired  to  go  to  the  assist- 
ance of  his  country.    His  wishes  were  finally  grati- 
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tied,  and  Aug.  15,  1862,  before  he  had  attained  his 
majority,  he  was  enrolled  as  a  member  of  the  gal- 
lant 25th  Michigan  Infantry.  In  the  three  years 
that  followed  he  experienced  all  the  dangers  and 
hardships  of  war  on  many  a  hard-fought  battle- 
field, in  many  a  weary  march,  and  in  malarious, 
unhealthy  camps,  oftentimes  without  proper  food 
and  with  insufficient  shelter.  He  bore  up  bravely 
under  all  these  discouragements  and  sufferings,  and 
proved  himself  to  be  a  good  soldier,  one  upon 
whom  his  officers  could  rely.  He  took  part  in  the 
battles  of  Resaca,  Rocky  Face,  Etowah  River, 
Kingston,  Altoona,  Pine  Mountain,  Lost  Mount- 
ain, Gulp's  Farm,  Kenesaw  Mountain,  Chattahoo- 
chee River,  Decatur,  Atlanta,  Rome  (Ga.),  Cedar 
Bluff  and  Nashville,  and  in  many  minor  battles  and 
skirmishes. 

After  his  retirement  from  the  army  Mr.  Snyder 
farmed  with  his  father  until  the  year  1868,  when 
he  went  to  Iowa  to  dispose  of  some  land  which  he 
owned  there,  and  after  completing  his  business, 
visited  Kansas  and  other  Western  States.  After  his 
return  home  he  was  married,  Feb.  7,  1869,  to  Miss 
Utica  E.  Stuck,  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Rebecca 
(Snyder)  Stuck,  of  Indiana.  Her  parents  were  of 
Pennsylvania  origin  and  of  German  descent,  and 
she  was  likewise  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  born  in 
Snyder  County,  Dec.  9,  1847.  While  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Snyder  have  been  vouchsafed  the  joys  of 
parentage,  they  have  also  suffered  its  sorrows  in  an 
uncommon  degree,  as  five  bright  and  promising 
children  of  the  seven  born  to  them  have  early 
passed  away  from  the  sins  and  sorrows  of  this  life 

^^And  to  all  the  evil  that's  in  the  world 
They  will  know  no  waking." 

They  have  two  children  living:  Willis  C,  born 
April  9,  1871,  and  Alvin  J.,  Sept.  20,  1875.  The 
record  of  the  others  is  as  follows:  Charles  E., 
born  May  27,  1873,  died  Sept.  22,  1882;  John  M., 
born  Nov.  7,  1877,  died  March  12,  1879;  Clarence 
II.,  born  Nov.  17,  1879,  died  April  26,  1881;  an 
infant  who  died  unnamed;  Lydia  R.,  born  April 
25,  1886,  died  Sept.  11,  1887.  Mr.  Snyder  settled 
on  his  present  farm  in  1887,  and  has  since  much 
improved  it. 

Our  subject  is  a  man  of  strong,  earnest,  manly 
character,   combining  firmness  with   such   a  genial 
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and  kindly  disposition  as  to  win  the  regard  as  well 
as  the  respect  of  his  neighbors.  He  and  his  good 
wife,  who  is  held  in  equal  esteem,  are  leading 
members  of  the  Reformed  Church,  he  holding  the 
office  of  Deacon  in  the  congregation  at  Three  Rivers. 
Mr.  Snyder  has  been  a  stanch  Republican  ever 
since  he  was  old  enough  to  vote,  and  he  is  also  a 
strict  Prohibitionist.  He  takes  an  active  interest  in 
educational  matters,  and  is  giving  his  children  the 
benefit  of  the  superior  educational  advantages  of 
his  and  their  native  State. 
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<^^  TEPHEN  SHOWERMAN.  The  farm  prop- 
^^^^  erty  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch  occupies 
"^(i/^  eighty  acres  on  section  27,  in  Nottawa 
^=^  Township,  and  forms  one  of  the  well-regu- 
lated homesteads  of  this  county.  The  proprietor 
is  a  native  of  Deerfield,  Madison  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and 
was  born  Dec.  31,  1819.  When  but  a  lad  his 
parents  removed  to  Genesee  County,  where  he  was 
reared  to  manhood  and  lived  until  the  fall  of  1853. 
He  had  been  married  in  the  meantime,  and  now  de- 
cided to  seek  his  fortunes  in  the  State  of  Michigan. 
He  accordingly  disposed  of  his  property  interests 
in  the  Emi)ire  State,  and  came  to  this  county.  He 
settled  at  once  in  Nottawa  Township,  of  which 
he  has  since  been  a  resident.  He  has  eighty  acres 
of  land,  good  buildings,  and  his  industry  has  gath- 
ered around  him  a  large  portion  of  the  good  things 
in  life. 

William  Showerman,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  near  the  city  of  Albany,  N.  Y.,  and  mar- 
ried Miss  Susan  Lampman,  who  was  also  a  native 
of  that  State.  They  settled  in  Genesee  County, 
where  they  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives,  en- 
gaged in  farming  pursuits.  The  household  circle 
included  twelve  children,  all  of  whom  lived  to  ma- 
ture years.  Stephen  at  an, early  period  in  his  life 
became  familiar  with  agricultural  pursuits,  and  has 
been  content  to  make  these  his  vocation.  He  was 
first  married  in  Oakfield,  Genesee  Co.,  N.  Y".,  in  Oc- 
tober, 1853,  to  Miss  AdelaMunger,  who  was  a  native 
of  that  county,  and  who  became  the  mother  of  one 
child,  a  son,  Seymour,  who  is  now  in  Ionia,  Mich. 
Mrs.  Adela  Showerman  died  at  the  homestead  in 
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this  county,  in  1856,  two  and  one-half  years  after 
coming  to  the  West. 

Mrs.  Lucinda  (Ellsworth)  Knickerbocker  became 
the  second  wife  of  our  subject  April  21,  1858,  the 
marriage  taking  place  at  the  home  of  the  bride  in 
Burr  Oak  Township.  This  lady  was  born  in  Man- 
lius,  N.  Y.,  Feb.  26,  1834,  and  is  the  daughter  of 
Ira  and  Sophia  (Eaton)  Ellsworth,  who  were  natives 
of  Vermont  and  New  York  respectively,  and  who 
passed  the  greater  part  of  their  lives  in  this  State. 
They  are  now  deceased.  Mrs.  Showerman  spent  her 
childhood  and  j^outh  in  Mosherville,  this  State,  re- 
ceiving a  common-school  education,  and  was  mar- 
ried in  1849  to  James  W.  Knickerbocker,  who  was  a 
clothier  and  teacher  by  occupation,  and  died  in  Colon 
Village,  June  15, 1857.  Of  this  marriage  there  were 
born  three  children,  a  son  and  two  daughters — Edgar, 
Ida  H.  and  Carrie  V.  Edgar  is  a  carpenter  at 
Lansing;  Ida  is  the  wife  of  Albert  Decker,  of  Big 
Rapids;  Carrie,  Mrs.  Charles  E.  Smith,  resides  in 
Grand  Rapids.  Of  the  marriage  with  our  subject 
Mrs.  Showerman  has  four  children,  namely :  Nettie 
S.,  Lottie  M.,  Roy  E.  and  Ralph  W.  Nettie  is  the 
wife  of  Albert  Thoms,  of  Greenville,  this  State, 
and  Lottie  married  George  Davis,  of  Nottawa 
Township. 

Mrs.  Showerman  is  a  lady  of  fine  capabilities 
and  more  than  ordinary  intelligence,  a  lover  of 
books,  and  a  mother  looking  carefully  after  the 
mental  training  of  her  children.  She  has  hosts  of 
friends  in  her  community  who  speak  of  her  in  the 
highest  terms.  She  has  for  many  years  carried  on 
the  business  of  dressmaking,  numbering  among  her 
patrons  the  first  ladies  of  the  township. 

'  ESSE  NERHOOT.     Among  the  farmers  and 

J  stock-raisers  of  Fabius  Township  none  are 
meeting  with  more  deserved  success  than  the 
subject  of  our  sketch.  He  owns  a  good 
farm  on  section  3,  which  is  under  high  cultivation, 
is  well  stocked,  and  is  amply  provided  with  neces- 
sary buildings  and  machinery  for  properly  carry- 
ing on  agriculture. 

Mr.  Nerhoot  was  born  in  Union  County,  now 
Snyder  County,  Pa.,  March  7,  1824.     His  parents 


were  Michael  and  Catherine  (Long)  Nerhoot,  na- 
tives of  Pennsylvania,  the  father  of  German  ances- 
try and  the  mother  of  English. 

Our  subject  received  a  good  practical  training  as 
a  farmer  in  his  youthful  days,  and  remained  at 
home  to  assist  his  father  in  the  labors  of  the  farm 
until  his  marriage  to  Catherine  Knitle,  which  took 
place  July  16,  1844.  She  was  born  Sept.  2,  1824, 
in  Pennsylvania,  her  parents  being  Henry  and  Sarah 
(Zimmerman)  Knitle,  also  natives  of  the  Keystone 
State.  Mrs.  Nerhoot  is  an  excellent  housewife,  and 
has  been  a  true  helpmate  to  her  husband,  heartily 
co-operating  with  him  in  his  labors  to  build  up  the 
comfortable  home  in  which  they  are  now  passing 
the  declining  years  of  a  life  well  spent,  in  the  en- 
joyment of  the  competence  which  they  gathered  to- 
gether in  their  busy  years,  thoroughly  respected 
and  trusted  by  all  around  them.  Our  subject  ex- 
perienced some  of  tlie  hardships  and  sufferings  of 
war,  as  he  was  drafted  during  the  late  Rebellion, 
and  faith fullj^  served  as  a  soldier  for  nine  months, 
being  a  member  of  the  172d  Pennsylvania  Infantry 
and  Heavy  Artillery. 

In  1864  our  subject  and  his  family  bade  farewell 
to  their  friends  and  their  old  home  in  Pennsylvania 
and  moved  to  Erie  County,  Ohio.  Mr.  Nerhoot 
was  employed  on  a  farm  there  for  one  year,  when 
he  again  made  a  move,  and  in  1865  we  find  him 
with  his  wife  and  children  in  Sandusky  County,  in 
the  same  State,  where  he  bought  thirty-five  acres  of 
land,  which  he  tilled  with  commendable  industry 
and  good  success  for  tw^elve  years.  During  that 
time  he  was  also  employed  as  a  carpenter.  In  1877 
he  wound  up  his  affairs  in  Ohio,  and  crossed  the 
border  into  Michigan,  where  he  bought  eighty  acres 
of  land  in  Fabius  Township,  St.  Joseph  County, 
which  is  still  included  in  his  present  farm.  Mr. 
Nerhoot  has  been  prosperous  in  his  farming  vent- 
ures since  coming  to  St.  Joseph  County,  and  at 
one  time  owned  land  to  the  amount  of  160  acres; 
he  has  since  disposed  of  a  part  of  it  at  a  good  profit 
on  his  original  investment. 

Our  subject  and  his  wife  have  had  eight  children 
seven  of  whom  are  living,  of  whom  the  following 
is  recorded:  Henry,  born  Nov.  2,  1845,  lives  in 
Kansas,  is  married  and  has  several  children;  Cather- 
ine died  in  infancy;  Sarah,  born  Dec.  30,  1850, 
♦► 
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married  Henry  Moyer,  and  lives  in  Ohio;  Susan, 
born  April  7,  1853,  married  James  Frederick,  a 
farmer  of  Fabius  Township;  Jane  L.,  born  June  3, 
1855,  married  Albert  Avery,  of  P'abius  Township; 
George  M.,  born  Jan.  15,  1858,  in  Pennsylvania, 
lives  at  home  with  his  parents;  Caleb,  born  March 
17,  1860,  lives  on  the  homestead,  is  married  and 
has  one  child;  Melia  E.,  born  Oct.  6,  1864,  married 
Levi  Wetherbee,  of  Fabius  Township,  and  they 
have  two  children. 

Mr.  Nerhoot  is  an  observant,  intelligent  man, 
well  informed  in  regard  to  the  news  of  the  day.  He 
was  the  seventh  in  a  family  of  ten  children,  but 
his  parents  were  enabled  to  give  him  the  benefit  of 
a  fair  common-school  education,  otherwise  he  is  a 
self-made  man,  having  earned  all  that  he  owns  by 
his  untiring  labors,  assisted,  of  course,  by  his  wife. 
Religiously,  he  is  a  firm  believer  in  the  doctrines  of 
the  Lutheran  Church.  Politically,  he  is  a  Repub- 
lican. He  cast  his  first  vote  for  Zachary  Taylor. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  G.  A.  R.,  holding  a  member- 
ship in  the  Post  at  Three  Rivers. 


^v^  HARLES  KING.  The  annals  of  St.  Joseph 
(((  n  ^'<^^^^^y  ^^^^'  ^^^  more  worthy  name  than 
^^^'  that  of  the  gentleman  whose  life  is  pre- 
sented in  this  sketch.  The  date  of  his  settlement 
in  the  county  was  1834.  He  came  when  the  dis- 
trict was  being  developed,  and  has  in  the  days  of 
pioneerdom  in  the  county  borne  even  more  than 
his  share  of  the  burdens,  disadvantages,  trials  and 
hardships  incidental  to  such  a  condition  of  tilings. 
The  father  of  our  subject  was  David  F.  King, 
who  was  born  in  England,  and  was  in  every  regard 
a  worthy  representative  of  tliat  people.  His  wufe, 
the  motlier  of  our  subject,  was  Jane  Weatherhogg, 
like  her  husband  a  native  of  Lincolnshire,  En- 
gland. They  were  brought  up,  married  and  set- 
tled in  their  native  land,  but  determined  after  a  time 
to  emigrate  to  this  country.  This  they  did,  ar- 
riving in  the  year  1834.  Almost  immediately  after 
landing  at  New  York  they  proceeded  westward, 
coming  direct  to  this  county,  and  settled  on  the 
Nottawa  prairie.  There  they  lived  for  nearly  two 
years.     At  the  end  of  that  period  they  removed 


to  Colon  Township  and  made  their  home  in  the 
northwestern  part  of  the  township,  where  they 
continued  until  the  death  of  Mr.  King,  which  oc- 
curred on  the  16th  of  October,  1850. 

The  family  of  which  our  subject  is  a  member  in- 
cluded nine  children,  seven  of  whom  came  to  ma- 
ture years.  Their  names  are  recorded  as  follows: 
AVilliam,  George  F.,  David,  Charles,  Mary,  John 
S.,  Sarah  J.,  iMoses  F.  and  Adeline.  William  was 
killed  while  in  the  employ  of  the  Michigan  Cen- 
tral Railroad  in  October,  1878;  John  and  Moses 
died  in  infancy;  Adeline  died  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
three  years  at  the  homestead;  George  is  living  in 
Colon  Township;  Mary  is  happily  married  to  Isaac 
T.  Gillen,  of  Branch  County;  Sarah  is  now  Mrs. 
William  Heath,  of  Genesee  County.  Mrs.  King  de- 
parted this  life  on  the  19th  of  January,  1872. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  born  in  Lincoln- 
shire, England,  on  the  8th  of  August,  1829.  AVhen 
his  parents  came  to  America  he  w\as  five  years  old, 
so  that  it  was  impossible  lie  should  remember  much, 
if  any,  of  the  old  English  home  and  life.  He  was 
brought  up  on  the  farm  of  his  father,  and  has  al- 
ways been  surrounded  by  the  everyday  liappenings 
and  circumstances  incident  to  such  life.  Agricult- 
ural pursuits  had  been  familiar  to  liim  from  the 
beginning  of  the  chapter,  and  as  soon  as  he  w^as 
possessed  of  sufficient  muscularity  to  perform  any 
tasks  be  was  given  them  to  do,  so  that  his  knowl- 
edge of  husbandry  in  its  varied  departments  is 
thorough,  practical,  and  such  as  leaves  no  possible 
exigency  unprepared  for.  It  is  not,  therefore,  a 
matter  of  surprise  that  his  success  in  tlie  occupa- 
tion of  his  life  sliould  have  been  what  it  is,  when 
it  is  remembered  that  he  is  a  man  of  character,  in- 
telligence and  reserve  force. 

The  education  of  our  subject  was  received  in  the 
common  schools  of  the  land  of  his  adoption,  and 
all  the  familiar  and  oft  conned  over  scenes  and 
reminiscences  of  schoolboy  days  grouped  them- 
selves around  the  old  homestead  upon  which  his 
fatlier  spent  practically  ^11  the  years  of  his  life  in 
this  country.  This  farm,  which  is  situated  on  sec- 
tion 7,  Colon  Township,  comprises  120  acres,  and  is 
still  the  home  of  our  subject,  as  it  has  continued  to 
be  from  the  first.  It  is  in  a  very  thorough  state 
of  cultivation,  and,  other  things  being  equal,  leaves 
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a  rich  return  for  all  labor  intelligently  bestowed 
upon  it.  The  farm  buildings  are  complete  in  their 
arrangement  and  appointments  and  are  substan- 
tially built.  The  farmhouse  is  pleasant  for  situation, 
admirable  in  design,  well  adapted  for  the  domestic 
and  social  uses  to  which  it  is  always  being  put.  It 
is  one  of  the  best  residences  in  the  township  as  a 
building,  and  forms  the  environment  of  one  of  the 
happiest  households  in  the  county. 

It  is  hardly  necessary  to  state  that  Mr.  King  was 
married  in  Colon  Township.  This  interesting  event 
was  celebrated  on  the  15th  of  February,  1855,  the 
lady  who  took  an  equally  prominent  part  with  our 
subject  at  that  time  being  Miss  Margaret  C.  Ren- 
ner,  a  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Rebecca  (Thomas) 
Renner.  She  Is  a  lady  of  happy  disposition,  cheer- 
ful, intelligent  and  womanly,  just  such  a  one  as  it 
would  be  expected  would  make  home  all  that  could 
be  expressed  or  understood  by  that  all  inclusive 
and  comprehensible  term. 

Mr.  Renner  was  born  in  Lancaster  County,  Pa., 
as  was  also  his  wife.  They  married,  and  settled 
first  in  Union  County,  Pa.,  continuing  there  until 
the  fall  of  1845,  when  they  came  west,  and  settled 
in  Colon  Township  of  this  county.  The  husband 
and  father  died  on  the  10th  of  June,  1875.  Mrs. 
Renner  still  survives,  and  resides  on  the  old  farm. 
They  were  the  parents  of  ten  children,  viz:  Eliza- 
beth, now  the  wife  of  George  King,  and  Margaret  C, 
the  wife  of  our  subject,  both  of  Colon  Township; 
Mar}^,  now  Mrs.  Theo  Royce,  of  Nottawa  Town- 
ship; William  T.;  Wilsoii;  Lydia,  who  is  married 
to  Mr.  Samuel  Bower;  Daniel;  Esther,  the  wife  of 
Sample  Downing,  and  Henry,  all  residing  in  Colon 
Township;  and  Anna,  who  died  in  infancy.  Wil- 
son and  Lydia  are  twins. 

Mrs.  King  was  born  at  Lewisburg,  Union  Co., 
Pa.,  on  the  2d  of  June,  1833.  The  earlier  years 
of  her  school  life  were  spent  in  that  place.  When 
her  parents  came  to  Michigan  she  was  about  twelve 
years  of  age,  and  until  her  marriage  continued  to 
make  her  home  with  them.  Since  the  year  1886 
she  has  been  a  member  of  the  Reformed  Church, 
and  enjoys  the  sin  ceres  t  respect  of  her  fellow-mem- 
bers. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  King  are  both  affiliated  with  the 
Colon  Grange,  P.  of  H.,  and  have  been  connected 
^^19 


with  the  order  for  about  three  years.  Our  subject 
has  several  times  filled  various  offices  of  township 
and  schools,  but  is  not  prominent  in  political  af- 
fairs. He  is  numbered  with  the  Democratic  party, 
but  is  one  who  reserves  to  himself  the  right  of  dis- 
cretion in  the  disposal  of  his  ballot,  and  is  guided 
by  the  principle  more  than  party.  The  household 
to  which  the  reader  is  here  introduced  is  one  of 
the  typical  American  and  Michigan  homes.  Our 
subject  and  wife  present  a  very  high  type  of  char- 
acter, are  intellectual,  hospitable,  patriotic  and 
loyal.  While  such  homes  are  found  scattered 
through  the  community  of  the  different  States, 
America  has  little  to  fear  of  the  destruction,  disap- 
pointment and  disaster  which  the  pessimist  would 
have  us  believe  was  already  hovering  over  the  land, 
because  there  are  some  wrongs  to  be  righted  and 
evils  to  be  eradicated  that  have  come  to  us  as  an 
inheritance  from  the  civilizations  of  the  past.  The 
true  home,  with  its  hallowed  influences,  is  at  once 
the  fulcrum  and  lever  to  raise  and  remove  a  world 
of  evils  and  wrongs.  It  has  been  and  is  still  doing 
this  in  our  beloved  land. 


|YRON  Q.  GOODRICH,  a  gentleman  in  the 
prime  of  life  and  a  native  of  Nottawa  Town- 
ship, which  still  continues  his  abiding-place, 
was  born  at  the  modest  homestead  of  his 
parents  in  the  pioneer  days,  Nov.  27,  1840.  He  is 
the  eldest  son  of  Clark  and  Maria  (Richards)  Good- 
rich, natives  of  New  York,  the  former  of  whom 
died  in  1854,  and  the  latter  in  1855.  He  remained 
under  the  same  roof  until  the  death  of  his  parents, 
then  made  his  way  to  Kalamazoo,  where  he  resided 
one  year,  attending  school.  We  next  find  him  in 
the  young  and  growing  town  of  Cold  water,  where 
he  sojourned  until  the  outbreak  of  the  late  Civil 
War. 

The  two  and  one-half  years  which  followed  this 
period  formed  a  most  interesting  epoch  in  the  life 
of  our  subject.  On  the  r2th  of  August,  1861,  he 
enlisted  as  a  Union  soldier  in  Company  B,  44th 
Illinois  Infantry,  being  assigned  to  the  Army  of  the 
West.  Not  long  afterward  he  was  promoted  to 
Corporal,  and  during  a  service  of  two  and  one-half 
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years  participated  in  many  of  the  important  battles 
of  the  war,  among  them  those  of  Pea  Ridge,  Shi- 
loh,  Nolensville,  and  Stone  River.  At  the  latter 
place  he  was  wounded  by  an  ounce  ball  in  the  left 
shoulder,  which  passed  between  the  backbone  and 
the  lungs,  and  was  taken  out  under  the  right  shoul- 
der blade.  This,  confined  him  in  the  hospitals  at 
Nashville,  Cincinnati,  Ohio  and  Camp  Denison  for 
one  year,  then,  incapacitated  for  further  service,  he 
was  compelled  to  accept  his  honorable  discharge. 

The  first  year  of  this  service  young  Goodrich 
marched  with  his  company  over  3,000  miles.  He 
endured  all  the  hardships  and  privations  of  a  sol- 
dier's life,  which  necessarily  left  their  effect  upon 
his  constitution,  and  will  follow  him  to  the  end  of 
his  days.  After  leaving  the  army  he  returned  to 
his  old  haunts  in  this  county,  of  which  he  has  since 
been  a  resident,  and  with  the  exception  of  two 
years,  mostly  engaged  in  farming  in  this  county. 
The  land  which  he  now  occupies  was  purchased  by 
him  in  1877,  and  comprises  120  acres  on  sections 
11  and  15  in  Nottawa  Township. 

The  wedded  life  of  our  subject  commenced  on 
the  28th  of  November,  1865,  when  he  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Charlotte  A.,  daughter  of 
Cornelius  and  Elcee  Ann  (Doughty)  Bolt.  The 
parents  of  Mrs.  Goodrich  were  natives  of  New 
lork  State,  and  came  to  Michigan  in  1846,  settling 
in  Colon  Township,  this  county.  A  few  years  later 
they  returned  westward  as  far  as  Livingston  County, 
111.,  where  the  father  died  in  1872.  The  mother  is 
still  living.  Their  daughter  Charlotte  A.  was  the 
third  of  their  six  children,  and  was  born  in  Sche- 
nectady County,  N.  Y.,  June  13,  1844.  She  spent 
her  3'outh  from  the  age  of  two  years  up  in  Colon 
Township,  and  remained  a  member  of  the  parental 
household  until  her  marriage.  Of  her  union  with 
our  subject  there  have  been  born  seven  children, 
four  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  The  survivors  are 
Roy,  Zoraida  and  Mary  Irene. 

Mr.  Goodrich,  politicalh%  is  a  stanch  supporter 
of  Republican  principles,  and  uniformly  votes  the 
way  he  fought.  Both  he  and  his  excellent  wife  are 
members  of  the  Methodist  Church,  in  which  Mr.  G. 
has  officiated  as  Class-Leader  and  Trustee  a  number 
of  years.  They  have  been  in  harmony  in  their 
common  interest  in  matters  of  education  and  relig- 


ious nature,  and  have  uniformly  given  of  their  means 
and  influence  to  the  furtherance  of  those  ideas  cal- 
culated to  advance  every  good  work  and  purpose. 
Mr.  Goodrich  has  held  the  office  of  Highway  Com- 
missioner five  terms,  and  socially,  is  connected  with 
the  G.  A.  R. 

/MOS  SMITH  is  very  successfully  engaged 
in  farming  and  stock-raising  on  section  6, 
I'i  Fabius  Township,  wdiere  he  has  resided 
since  1853.  He  has  built  up  a  very  pleas- 
ant and  attractive  home  liere,  beautifully  situated 
within  a  half-mile  of  Long  Lake.  He  owes  his 
prosi)erity  solely  to  his  own  untiring  industry, 
shrew^dness  and  wdse  economy,  as  he  is  one  of  the 
self-made  men,  life  with  him  becoming  a  struggle 
for  existence  at  a  very  early  age,  when  his  father, 
through  poverty  and  being  obliged  to  support  a 
large  family,  had  to  send  liim  out  into  the  w^orld  to 
earn  his  ow^n  living. 

Mr.  Smith  is  a  native  of  New  Scotland,  Albany 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  born  Oct.  26,  1828.  His  parents,  John 
Z.  and  Nellie  (A^an  Horn)  Smith,  wxre  also  natives 
of  New  York,  and  descendants  of  Hollanders  who 
settled  in  that  State  early  in  its  Colonial  history. 
His  father  was  twice  married,  and  b}^  the  first  mar- 
riage there  were  twelve  children,  of  whom  our 
subject  w^as  the  sixth.  John  Z.  Smith  was  a  quiet, 
honest,  hard-working  man,  of  a  mild,  kindly  dis- 
position. When,  through  the  infirmities  of  age, 
he  could  no  longer  support  himself,  his  son,  of 
whom  we  write,  sent  for  him  to  come  to  Michigan 
to  spend  his  declining  years  in  his  home,  where  he 
lived  in  ease,  surrounded  with  every  comfort  that 
filial  care  could  procure,  until  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred in  1862.  He  was  one  of  the  old-line  Democ- 
racy, and  took  a  great  interest  in  political  affairs. 

Our  subject's  early  years  were  spent  partly  in 
towai  and  partly  in  the  country,  w^orking  for  others 
by  the  month,  as  after  his  mother's  death,  when  he 
w^as  eight  years  old,  he  had  to  depend  entirely  on 
his  own  resources.  His  early  experience  in  rough- 
ing it  doubtless  strengthened  his  character,  and 
made  him  manly  and  self-reliant  much  be,yond  his 
years.  He  had  but  limited  opportunities  for  an 
education,  but  made  good  use  of  his  time  when   he 
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could  get  a  little  schooling,  and  by  observation  and 
reading  acquired  a  better  education  than  many 
whose  early  advantages  were  much  better.  At  the 
age  of  nineteen  he  commenced  to  learn  the  car- 
penter's trade,  serving  some  three  years,  and  pos- 
sessing a  natural  aptitude  for  handling  tools,  he 
gained  a  thorough  mastery  of  his  calling  in  all  its 
details.  Mr.  Smith  by  prudence  and  economj^  laid 
by  enough  money  to  warrant  him  in  marrying, 
while  he  was  in  the  very  prime  of  early  manhood, 
and  on  the  17th  of  February,  1853,  Miss  Mary  E. 
Peck,  daughter  of  Oliver  Peck,  became  his  wife. 
Shortly  after  his  marriage  Mr.  Smith  came  with  his 
bride  to  establish  their  home  in  Michigan.  He  en- 
tered eighty-four  acres  of  land  from  the  Govern- 
ment in  this  county,  and  on  this  place,  where  he 
still  lives,  he  and  his  wife  commenced  their  wedded 
life.  The  happiness  that  they  experienced  together 
was  not  of  long  duration,  for  death  claimed  the 
wife  Nov.  12,  1854,  who  not  two  years  before  had 
been  a  bride.  Of  this  union  one  child  was  born, 
now  Mrs.  Ann  E.  Parker,  of  Muskegon  County, 
Mich. 

Mr.  Smith's  next  marriage  took  place  Feb.  14, 
1856,  to  Miss  Addie  Johnson,  daughter  of  James 
and  Elizabeth  Johnson.  By  this  marriage  there 
are  living  nine  children,  namely:  Henry,  William, 
Addie,  Bert,  Hattie,  Myrtle,  Sydney,  Clyde  and 
Eva.  Of  these  William,  Addie  and  Bert,  are  mar- 
ried; two  are  living  in  Fabius  and  one  in  Flower- 
field. 

Mr.  Smith  has  improved  and  cultivated  his  farm, 
erected  substantial  and  commodious  buildings,  and 
supplied  it  with  good  grades  of  stock,  so  that  as  a 
whole  there  is  no  better  managed  or  more  valuable 
farm  in  this  neighborhood.  This  brief  record 
shows  that  in  every  department  of  life  he  has  been 
true  to  himself  and  to  those  around  him;  as  a  son, 
he  was  all  that  could  be  desired;  as  a  husband,  he  is 
kind  and  thoughtful;  as  a  father,  devoted  and 
tender;  as  a  citizen,  liberal  and  public  spirited.  He 
has  taken  part  in  township  affairs  as  a  Road  Com- 
missioner, in  which  position  he  did  good  work,  and 
as  a  member  of  the  School  Board  for  many  years. 
He  has  taken  an  intelligent  interest  in  educational 
affairs,  and  has  earnestly  striven  to  maintain  good 
schools    in    this    community.      He  has    given    his 
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own  children  liberal  educations,  and  some  of  them 
are  well  qualified  to  teach,  although  they  have  never 
turned  their  attention  to  that  profession.  In  his 
politics  Mr.  Smith  is  a  stanch  Democrat,  and  by 
voice  and  vote  stands  loyally  by  his  party. 


'\fl  AMES  W.  KING.  The  subject  of  this  sketch 
was  born  in  the  township  of  Fabius,  near 
Three  Rivers,  Mich.,  Aug.  13,  1842,  on  the 
farm  entered  by  his  father,  Benjamin  M. 
King,  from  Government,  in  1836.  The  father  was 
one  of  the  early  settlers  of  St.  Joseph  County.  He 
was  born  in  Orange  County,  near  Middletown,  N.  Y., 
and  in  his  teens  went  to  AYayne  County  to  learn  the 
trade  of  shoemaker,  and  from  there,  with  his  young 
wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Martha  Wetherbee, 
came  to  Michigan  in  the  spring  of  1832.  They  set- 
tled at  Eschol,  a  now  extinct  village,  the  location 
of  which  was  three  miles  south  of  Three  Rivers. 
At  that  time  there  was  but  one  house  in  the  latter 
place,  that  having  been  built  by  Jacob  Mclntaffer, 
in  1829. 

The  parental  stock  on  both  sides  contributed  their 
full  share  for  American  freedom,  both  in  the  war 
of  the  Revolution  and  the  War  of  1812.  One  of 
the  grandfathers,  Benjamin  Montonye,  after  whom 
the  father  of  James  W.  was  named,  was  selected  by 
Washington  to  carry  a  false  dispatch  into  the  Brit- 
ish lines  a  short  time  before  the  glorious  victory  at 
Yorktown.  It  was  through  this  dispatch  that  Sir 
Henry  Clinton  was  made  to  believe  that  New  York 
was  to  be  attacked  by  the  combined  forces  of  the 
American  and  French,  the  outcome  of  which  re- 
sulted in  the  unconditional  surrender  of  Lord  Corn- 
wallis  and  his  army  in  Yirginia.  The  bearer  of  the 
dispatch  suffered  himself  to  be  captured,  and  was 
placed  on  one  of  the  floating  prisons  at  Jersey  City, 
and  kept  tliere  until  peace  brought  the  release  of 
all  American  prisoners. 

James  W.  King  worked  on  his  father's  farm  un- 
til the  breaking  out  of  tlie  war  of  the  Rebellion,  in 
1861,  when  he  enlisted  as  a  private  in  Company  A, 
11th  Regiment  of  Michigan  Infantry,  and  remained 
in  service  until  the  downfall  of  the  Southern  Con- 
federacy.    That  he  performed  his  services  as  a  sol- 
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dier  faithfully  and  gallantly  is  shown  by  the  fol- 
lowing statement,  which  appears  on  the  back  of 
his  final  discharge,  signed  by  Gen.  William  L. 
Stoughton  and  every  officer  in  the  regiment:  ''The 
within  named,  James  W.  King,  was  distinguished  as 
a  soldier  for  the  ability  and  zeal  with  which  lie  per- 
formed every  dnty  pertaining  to  his  office,  as  well  as 
for  the  integrity  of  his  character  and  his  gentlemanly 
deportment.  Taking  a  voluntary  part  in  tlie  battle 
of  Mission  Ridge,  he  behaved  with  conspicuous  gal- 
lantry, and  received  a  severe  wound,  as  also  another 
before  Atlanta,  in  August,  1864.  We  cordially  rec- 
ommend him  to  the  favorable  consideration  of  all 
civil  and  military  authorities." 

In  that  grandest  of  all  great  charges  of  the  war, 
Mission  Ridge,  where  Grant  had  command  of  the 
Union  forces,  with  Sherman  on  the  left,  Thomas  in 
the  center.  Hooker  on  the  right,  and  McFlierson 
and  Sheridan  in  lesser  commands,  a  minie  ball  shat- 
tered the  bone  of  Mr.  King's  right  arm  just  above 
the  elbow  joint,  rendering  him  a  cripple  for  life,  in- 
capacitating him  for  heavy  manual  labor.  ''  Rob- 
ertson's Michigan  in  the  A¥ar  "  says:  ''It  has  been 
very  satisfactorily  established  that  Quartermaster 
Sergeant  King  was  among  the  first  to  reach  the 
summit  of  the  ridge."  In  the  latter  part  of  July, 
1864,  before  Atlanta,  he  had  his  left  shoulder  broken 
by  a  piece  of  rebel  shell,  but,  despite  these  two  se- 
vere wounds,  served  to  the  end  of  that  protracted 
struggle,  and  was  stationed  at  Chattanooga,  Tenn., 
when  Lee  surrendered  his  sword  to  Grant  in  1865, 
at  Appomattox. 

Previous  to  this  time  Mr.  King  had  given  the 
subject  of  shorthand  writing  some  thought,  but 
when  he  found  himself  disabled  for  manual  labor 
he  had  a  double  incentive  to  pursue  the  study  of 
an  art  which  afterward  became  his  strong  right  arm 
of  support  in  the  battle  of  life,  or,  to  use  a  more 
homely,  but  expressive  and  truthful,  phrase,  "  the 
battle  for  bread  and  butter."  His  facilities  for  a 
book  education  were  confined  to  the  district  school 
and  study  at  home.  He  spent  hours  on  Webster's 
Elementary  Speller  where  his  companions  spent 
minutes.  It  was  the  same  in  penmanship,  reading, 
arithmetic  and  grammar,  and  whatever  success  he 
has  had  in  life,  in  the  pursuit  of  any  study,  he  at- 
tributes it  to  persistent  and  well-directed  industry, 
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which  enabled  him  to  become  thoroughly  familiar 
with  whatever  subject  he  had  in  hand.  His  atten- 
tion was  first  called  to  shorthand  writing  by  the 
following  incident:  When  but  six  or  seven  years 
of  age  he  and  an  elder  companion  were  passing 
along  the  highway  and  they  met  an  eccentric  old 
man,  known  throughout  Southern  Michigan  as 
''Dr."  Lambert.  The  companion  said:  "That  man 
used  to  be  a  reporter  in  Congress,  and  could  write 
as  fast  as  a  man  could  talk."  The  companion  could 
explain  no  further  than  that  lie  had  some  kind  of 
short  marks  that  represented  words.  From  that 
time  on  he  had  a  desire  to  know  something  of  an 
art  which  would  allow  one  man's  pen  to  keep  pace 
with  another  man's  tongue.  Among  his  comrades 
in  arms  were  Arthur  Sylvester  Graham,  a  brother 
of  Andrew  eJ.  Graham,  author  of  the  system  of 
Standard  Phonography,  and  Capt.  Ephraim  G.  Hall, 
both  of  whom  had  some  knowledge  of  phonography, 
Through  their  advice,  in  1863,  he  purchased  Gra- 
ham's handbook  of  Standard  Phonography,  and 
when  not  on  duty  began  to  familiarize  himself  with 
the  principles  laid  down  therein.  Two  broken  arms 
inside  of  one  year  interfered  for  some  time  with 
practice  for  speed,  but  he  used  up  his  spare  time  in 
a  systematic  course  of  reading. 

In  the  fall  of  1865  Mr.  King  returned  to  his 
boyhood  home  in  Michigan  and  married  his  for- 
mer schoolmate.  Miss  Sarali  Jane  Babcock.  The 
young  married  couple  removed  to  Tennessee,  with 
the  idea  of  making  that  State  a  permanent  home. 
Mr.  King  engaged  in  the  culture  of  cotton,  at 
Thompson's  Station,  thirty  miles  south  of  Nash- 
ville, and  the  next  year  removed  to  Alabama,  and 
lived  on  a  plantation  five  miles  south  of  Decatur. 
The  Southern  venture  proved  a  genuine  "  fool's 
errand."  In  January  Mr.  King  and  family  returned 
to  Michigan.  120  worse  off  than  nothing  in  a  finan- 
cial point  of  view,  but  rich  in  Southern  experience. 
Two  months  later  he  accepted  a  clerkship  in  the 
office  of  the  Auditor  General  at  Lansing.  At  the 
liead  of  that  department  at  that  time  was  that  gal- 
lant soldier  and  able  and  zealous  public  servant 
Gen.  William  Humphrey.  For  three  years  Mr. 
King  held  this  position.  Every  hour  of  spare  time 
was  carefully  husbanded  by  him  in  order  to  get 
speed.      His  wife  devoted  all  the  time  she  could  to 
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reading  to  him,  and  when  she  was  otherwise  en- 
gaged he  would  spend  his  time  in  tracing  or  ''dum- 
my ing"  the  beautiful  characters  found  in  the  exer- 
cises of  Graham's  Second  Eeader.  It  is  not  too 
much  to  say  that  every  page  of  that  reader  was 
either  written  or  traced  by  him  until  each  charac- 
ter, or  combination  of  characters,  was  so  thor- 
oughly photographed  on  his  mind,  as  it  were,  that 
he  could  reproduce  from  reading  the  phonographic 
characters  of  the  book  from  beginning  to  end. 

Mr.  King  began  actual  shorthand  work  in  1869, 
by  reporting  the  proceedings  of  the  department 
encampment  of  the  Grand  Army  of  Michigan,  then 
held  at  Lansing.  Then  came  the  testimonj^  in  two 
or  three  legislative  investigations,  and  a  speech  by 
the  Hon.  Moses  W.  Field,  before  the  Michigan  Leg- 
islature, in  favor  of  the  principle  of  protection  to 
American  industry,  which  was  [lublished  in  the  De- 
troit Post.  A  few  weeks  after  reporting  this  speech 
State  Senator  Isaac  M.  Cravath  made  a  speech  in 
the  Senate  in  favor  of  a  bill  for  the  establishment 
of  a  State  Board  of  Health.  The  friends  of  the 
measure  engaged  Mr.  King  to  report  the  speech,  a 
transcript  of  which  they  offered  the  Lansing  State 
Republican  for  publication.  The  then  managing 
editor,  the  late  W.  S.  (ieorge,  who  had  been  editori- 
ally connected  with  some  of  tlie  best  news[)apers  in 
the  land,  among  tliem  the  Springfield  (Mass.)  Re- 
publican and  the  Detroit  Tribune^  accepted  the 
manuscript  for  publication.  He  had  never  seen  the 
reporter  to  know  him,  but  his  practical  eye  caught 
at  a  glance  the  beautiful  longhand,  and  the  correct 
spelling  and  punctuation  of  the  coyiy  before  him, 
and  his  first  inquiry  was  as  to  who  did  the  work. 
A  few  days  later  he  sought  out  Mr.  King  and  in- 
formed him  that  he  had  for  some  time  believed 
that  he  could  use  phonography  to  advantage  in  the 
dictation  of  editorial  matter,  and  he  would  be  glad 
to  have  him  come  to  his  house  some  evening  in  the 
near  future  and  let  him  make  the  trial.  The  ex- 
periment was  made  to  the  satisfaction  of  JVIr.  George. 
About  a  week  afterward,  as  Mr.  King  was  passing 
along  the  street  in  front  of  the  Republican  office, 
Mr.  George  came  to  the  door  and  said:  "  Mr.  King, 
if  you  will  come  with  me  I  will  give  you  the  city 
editorship  of  the  Republican,  and  $1,000  the  first 
year."  Mr.  King  frankly  replied:  "'Mr.  George,  I 
*^  


have  had  no  experience  in  newspaper  work,  outside 
of  the  shorthand  reports  that  I  have  made  for  your 
paper  and  the  Detroit  Post.  I  have  scarcely  writ- 
ten a  column  for  publication  in  all  my  life."  The 
editor  replied:  ''You  are  just  the  man  I  want,"  and 
in  three  days  from  that  time  Mr.  King  began  his 
duties  as  cit}^  editor  of  the  Republican.  His  first 
work  was  to  report  a  German- American  meeting;  it 
was  to  celebrate  the  results  of  the  Franco-Prussian 
war.  S.  D.  Bingham,  the  political  editor  of  the 
Republican,  was  the  principal  speaker.  Mr.  Bing- 
ham had  always  been  a  terror  to  shorthand  men  on 
account  of  rapidity  of  utterance,  but  Mr.  King  suc- 
ceeded in  getting  the  speech  so  correctly  that  he 
received  tlie  warmest  praise  from  the  orator  him- 
self. His  reputation  as  a  speech  reporter  was  at 
once  established,  and  for  fifteen  years  he  occupied 
a  desk  in  the  Republican  office.  For  six  years  he 
was  city  editor,  five  years  assistant  editor,  and,  on 
the  death  of  Mr.  George,  in  1881,  became  chief 
editor.  The  latter  position  he  held  for  four  years. 
During  the  fifteen  years  that  he  was  in  the  editorial 
harness  there  was  scarcely  an  hour  but  what  he 
hurried  matters  by  his  skillful  knowledge  of  short- 
hand. It  was  useful  in  a  thousand  and  one  differ- 
ent ways.  His  reporting  covered  testimony  in 
legislative  investigations,  political  speeches,  con- 
vention and  institute  proceedings,  and  lectures  of 
all  descriptions  and  characters.  This  work  included 
the  utterances  of  many  of  the  most  noted  men  and 
women  of  the  land.  Among  those  who  have  com- 
plimented him  personally  for  accuracy  in  speech 
reporting,  of  his  own  State,  were  Senators  Chand- 
ler, Ferry,  Cliristiancy  and  Palmer;  Governors 
Croswell,  Jerome  and  Alger;  Congressman  Ilorr, 
and  scores  of  others. 

The  newspaper  man  who  is  hustling  for  news 
must  take  his  notes  under  all  conditions  and  cir- 
cumstances. Sometimes  in  the  crowds  witli  which 
Mr.  King  had  to  deal  no  preparations  had  been 
made  for  reporters.  As  an  illustration  of  the  emer- 
gency in  which  he  lias  been  placed  in  a  reportorial 
point  of  view,  one  instance  will  suffice:  Four  years 
ago  Benjamin  F.  Butler,  then  tlie  Greenback  candi- 
date for  the  Presidency,  made  a  speech  in  Lansing, 
at  the  intersection  of  Michigan  and  Washington 
avenues.     The  speaker's  stand  was   a  dray   in  the 

- "'". -■'■".'->■■". ..-   -#► 


t 


ST.  JOSEPH  COUNTY. 


209    4 


center  of  the  square,  and  a  surging  tide  of  human- 
ity blocked  the  center  and  streets  for  many  rods 
from  the  four  points  of  the  compass.  There  was 
no  possible  chance  for  a  reporter  to  write  on  the 
street.  Mr.  King,  after  looking  over  the  situation, 
gained  access  to  an  insurance  office  in  the  second 
story  of  a  brick  building,  shoved  a  window  and 
crawled  out  on  the  stone  cornice.  With  that  for  a 
seat,  with  feet  dangling  in  the  air,  and  note  book 
in  left  hand,  he  captured  the  entire  speech,  with 
scarcely  a  skip.  The  light  at  times,  which  came 
from  the  electric  lamps,  was  so  poor  that  he  could 
not  see  the  lines  of  his  note  book,  or  even  the  lead 
pencil  marks  that  he  was  making.  But  he  knew 
that  he  was  going  through  the  motions,  and  the 
next  day  the  entire  speech  appeared  in  the  Eepub- 
lican. 

Three  years  ago  Mr.  King  gave  up  editorial  work 
and  accepted  the  appointment  of  official  stenogra- 
pher in  the  Fifteenth  Judicial  Circuit  of  Michigan. 
His  time  outside  of  court  work  is  given  to  the  edu- 
cation of  his  four  boys  in  habits  of  industry  on  a 
4()-acre  farm  that  lies  just  outside  of  the  city  limits 
of  Three  Rivers.  His  family  consists  of  one  daugh- 
ter, May,  and  four  sons.  The  former  is  the  wife 
of  Adam  Shaffer,  of  Fabius.  The  sons  all  make 
their  home  with  their  parents.  They  are  named: 
Herbert  H.,  James  G.,  John  W.  and  Henry  B.  Mr. 
King  is  a  member  of  Charles  T.  Foster  Post  No. 
47,  O.  A.  R.,  of  Lansing,  Mich.,  and  was  formerly 
Adjutant  General  of  the  Department.  In  politics 
he  is  a  Republican. 


/^^  ALVIN  E.  DOCK  is  a  representative  of 
(((  ^^^^  citizen-soldier  element  of  this  great  Re- 

^^^'  public,  which,  since  the  close  of  the  war, 
has  done  so  much  toward  developing  the  magnifi- 
cent resources  of  the  country,  and  to  promote  its 
unprecedented  growth  during  the  last  quarter  of  a 
century.  Our  subject  has  a  fine  military  record,  to 
which  his  children  and  his  children's  children  may 
point  with  pride,  as  it  was  won  by  bravery  and 
efficiency  on  some  of  the  hardest  fought  battle-fields 
of  the  late  Civil  War,  retiring  from  the  army  with 
the  well-earned  rank  of   Lieutenant.     He    is    now 


quietly  living  in  the  comfortnble  home  that  he  has 
built  for  himself  and  his  family  on  section  2,  Fa- 
bius Township,  since  those  stirring  days  of  the  great 
Rebellion,  and  he  is  successfully  conducting  farm- 
ing and  stock-raising  on  land  which  he  has  purchased 
since  his  return  from  the  seat  of  war,  undergoing 
all  the  pioneer  labors  of  felling  trees  and  grubbing 
the  stumps  from  the  soil  with  a  grub  hoe,  before 
he  could  cultivate  his  land. 

Mr.  Dock  was  born  Nov.  4,  1834,  in  Union 
County,  Pa.,  being  the  eldest  of  the  three  children 
of  Jacob  and  Elizabeth  (Snyder)  Dock,  natives  of 
Pennsylvania,  but  of  German  descent.  There  is  a 
curious  and  interesting  bit  of  history  connected 
with  the  origin  of  his  mother's  family  name.  The 
first  who  bore  the  name  was  a  little  lad  who  was 
kidnapped  and  taken  from  Holland  when  he  was 
too  young  to  talk  plainly,  and,  as  his  father  had 
been  a  tailor,  which  in  Dutch  is  Schneider^  he  was 
called  the  young  Schneider.  From  him  there  came 
a  large  family  of  Snyders,  as  the  name  is  now  spelled, 
and  from  them  Snyder  County,  Pa.,  gets  its  name. 
Our  subject's  father  died  when  Calvin  E.  was  about 
eleven  years  old,  and  his  mother  followed  in  a  few 
years.  Their  son  Henry  lives  in  Freeburg,  Pa., 
and  is  married  and  has  three  children.  He  served 
in  thearmy  nine  months.  p:dward,the  other  brother 
of  our  subject,  died  young. 

Calvin  E.  Dock,  being  thus  left  an  orphan  at  an 
early  age,  went  to  live  with  an  uncle,  and  assisted 
him  on  his  farm.  He  was  always  kept  busy,  and 
his  means  for  obtaining  an  education  were  very 
limited,  and  six  months  will  coverall  the  schooling 
that  he  ever  had.  Being  naturally  bright  and  quick 
to  learn,  and  with  keen  observing  faculties,  he  has 
acquired  an  amount  of  knowledge  that  many  do 
not  possess  who  have  spent  many  years  between 
the  walls  of  a  school  building.  At  the  age  of  eight- 
een Mr.  Dock  commenced  to  learn  the  carpenter's 
trade,  which  he  followed  for  some  two  years,  and 
then  abandoned  it  for  that  of  a  blacksmith,  of  which 
trade  he  gained  a  thorough  mastery,  serving  in  a 
carriage-shop  for  that  purpose  for  three  years. 
He  then  went  to  Bellevue,  Ohio,  where  he  opened 
a  blacksmith-shop,  and  was  very  successfully  en- 
gaged in  prosecuting  his  trade  there  until  the  break- 
ing out  of  the  war.     During  the  course  of  his  resi- 
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dence  in  Bellevue  he  made  the  acquaintance  of 
Miss  Julia  Picard,  and  to  her  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage April  25,  1859.  Mrs.  Dock  is  the  third  child 
in  a  family  of  eight,  born  to  Raphael  and  Rebecca 
(Mertz)  Picard,  natives  respectively  of  Germany 
and  Pennsylvania.  She  was  born  in  Snyder  County, 
Pa.,  Dec.  30,  1835.  The  record  of  her  brother  and 
sisters  is  as  follows:  Elvina  married  Henry  Gem- 
berling,  whose  sketch  is  given  on  another  page  of 
this  work;  Rosa  married  Pharis  Gembeiling,  and 
lives  in  Snyder  Count3^  Pa. ;  Fannie  married  Pharis 
Maines,  and  lives  in  St.  Joseph  County,  Mich.; 
Elizabeth  married  Henry  Fisher,  and  lives  in  Elk- 
hart, Ind. ;  Sarah  married  James  Rowe,  and  lives 
in  Clyde,  Ohio;  Jane  married  Edward  Borger,  and 
lives  on  section  3,  Fabius  Township;  Morris  lives 
in  Texas. 

August  15,  1862,  is  the  date  of  the  enlistment  of 
our  subject  to  take  part  in  the  war,  he  then  becom- 
ing a  member  of  the  111th  Ohio  Infantry,  and  for 
three  years  and  nine  months  he  underwent  the 
hardships  and  sufferings  of  a  soldier's  life,  and  so 
faithfully  and  courageously  did  he  discharge  his 
duties  in  camp  and  on  the  field  that  his  services 
were  rewarded  by  promotion  from  time  to  time, 
until  he  received  the  commission  of  Lieutenant. 
He  has  modestly  withheld  all  account  of  his  life  as  a 
soldier,  and  has  scarcely  given  us  an}'  data  with 
regard  to  it.  We  can  simply  state  that  he  took 
part  in  many  battles,  among  the  worst  of  which 
were  those  fought  at  Richmond  and  Mt.  Sterling, 
Ky.  He  escaped  unscathed  by  a  single  wound, 
although  he  was  in  the  midst  of  much  hard  fight- 
ing. He  was,  however,  disabled  at  one  time  by 
being  thrown  from  a  bank,  while  in  the  discharge 
of  his  duty,  by  an  unruly  team.  He  was  honorably 
discharged  from  the  service  April  26,  1866.  After 
his  retirement  from  the  army  Mi*.  Dock  came  to 
Michigan,  and  purchasing  forty  acres  of  uncleared 
land,  turned  his  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits. 
With  the  aid  of  the  ax  and  grubbing  hoe,  and 
with  untiring  perseverance,  he  has  cleared  this  and 
put  it  under  excellent  tillage.  He  has  since  added 
ten  more  acres,  and  his  farm  now  ranks  among  the 
best  managed  in  the  neighborhood. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dock  ten  children  have  been 
born,  of  whom  seven  are  living;  Webster  L.,  born 
^^ ^ 


Aug.  14,  1860,  is  a  teacher* by  profession,  com- 
mencing that  vocation  at  the  early  age  of  fifteen; 
he  now  lives  in  the  copper  regions  of  Michigan, 
and  holds  the  principalship  of  the  High  School  in 
Calumet.  William  R.  A.,  born  Dec.  4,  1861,  is  a 
farmer  in  Nebraska;  C.  Ellsworth,  born  Jan.  1, 
1863,  is  a  railroad  man;  Charles  F.,  born  May  5, 
]  866,  lives  in  Clyde,  Ohio;  Raphael  G.,  born  March 
15,  1868;  J.  James  was  born  June  7,  1871;  Sarah 
Cecilia,  born  Aug.  14,  1869,  died  Aug.  16,  1870; 
Julia  M.,  born  April  2,  1873,  died  Sept.  11,  1881  ; 
Leona  was  born  July  9,  1875;  and  Lillie  May, 
born  in  1879,  died  September  13  of  the  same  year. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dock  are  respected  by  all  in  the 
community,  and  their  genial  hospitality  makes  their 
home  attractive  to  their  many  friends.  Mr.  Dock 
has  always  voted  the  Republican  ticket,  but  is  in- 
clined toward  the  Union  Labor  party  in  his  politi- 
cal views.  He  has  served  this  township  as  Drain 
Commissioner,  and  has  been  closely  connected  with 
its  educational  interests,  as  he  has  served  on  the 
School  Board  for  twelve  years.  Socially,  he  is  a 
member  of  the  G.  A.  R. 

^/OHN  C.  McKERCHER,  who  is  numbered 
among  the  valued  citizens  of  NottawaTown- 
,  ship,  and  who  is  a  pioneer  of  this  county,  is 
(^^/  the  son  of  Malcolm  and  Anna  (Campbell) 
McKercher,  the  father  a  native  of  Schenectady 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  the  mother  born  in  Scotland. 
The  latter  emigrated  with  her  parents  to  the  United 
States  in  1813,  when  a  child  of  three  years,  and 
settled  with  them  in  York,  Livingston  Co.,  N.  Y. 
She  remained  in  that  place  a  period  of  thirteen 
3'ears,  then  removed  to  Genesee  County,  where 
she  died  Oct.  21,  1827.  In  the  meantime  she  had 
met  and  married  the  father  of  our  subject,  who 
after  her  death  came  to  Michigan,  in  1837,  locating 
in  Moscow  Township,  Hillsdale  County. 

Malcolm  McKercher  found  his  way  into  St.  Jo- 
seph County  in  1854,  and  passed  the  remainder  of 
his  life  at  the  home  of  our  subject,  dying  July  18, 
1863.  The  parental  family  numbered  five  children, 
of  whom  John  C.  was  second  in  order  of  birth. 
He  first  opened  his  eyes  to  the  light  May  14,  1818, 
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in  York,  Livingston  Co.,  N.  Y.  In  that  county  he 
spent  his  early  days,  and  mingled  with  the  exer- 
cises of  the  school-house  were  those  which  could  be 
entrusted  to  him  in  connection  with  the  farm  work, 
until,  almost  unconsciously  to  himself,  he  was  able 
to  take  his  place  as  an  able  worker  in  any  depart- 
ment thereof. 

Our  subject  accompanied  his  father's  family  to 
Hillsdale  County,  Mich.,  in  1837,  and  it  was  not 
until  1854  that  he  made  his  advent  into  this  county, 
settling  in  Nottawa  Township,  of  which  he  has 
been  a  continuous  resident.  His  beautiful  farm 
numbers  160  acres,  and  it  is  to  be  doubted  if  any 
of  those  of  larger  extent  are  more  perfect  in  their 
operations  and  workings.  The  chief  occupation  of 
the  proprietor  has  been  to  bring  it  to  a  high  state 
of  cultivation,  and  its  present  condition  will  amply 
testify  that  his  labors  have  not  been  in  vain. 

Margery  Judson  is  the  name  of  the  lady  who 
first  became  the  wife  of  our  subject,  the  wedding 
taking  place  in  Hillsdale  County,  Mich.  This  mar- 
riage was  blessed  by  the  birth  of  one  child,  a  daugh- 
ter, Margery,  now  Mrs.  Austin  W.  Stodden,  who  is  a 
resident  of  Centreville.  Mrs.  Margery  McKercher 
died  in  Moscow,  July  6,  1845,  and  our  subject  was 
again  married,  this  time  to  Mrs.  Margaret  Mc- 
Kercher, widow  of  John  McKercher,  of  Moscow, 
Hillsdale  County.  This  latter  union  resulted  in  the 
birth  of  a  son,  Malcolm,  who  remains  at  home  with 
his  father,  his  mother,  Mrs.  Margaret  McKercher, 
having  died  in  Nottawa  Township. 

The  third  marriage  of  Mr.  McKercher  took  place 
in  Centreville,  this  State,  Feb.  25,  1874,  at  which 
tin>e  Mrs.  Mary  Ten  Brook,  widow  of  Rev.  G.  V. 
Ten  Brook,  became  his  wife.  Rev.  Ten  Brook 
organized  the  Baptist  Church  at  Centreville,  of 
which  he  remained  the  pastor  until  his  death,  and 
w^as  beloved  and  respected  by  all  who  knew  him. 
Mrs.  McK.  by  her  former  marriage  became  the 
mother  of  a  daughter,  Lottie  E.,  now  the  wife  of 
Malcolm  McKercher,  the  son  of  our  subject  by  his 
second  marriage.  The  present  wife  of  our  subject 
was  born  in  Milford,  Otsego  Co.,  N.  1^.,  Nov.  9, 
1829. 

Mr.  McKercher  has  been  the  recipient  of  many 
of  the  local  offices  within  the  gift  of  the  people, 
having  served  for  ten  consecutive  years  as  Super- 


visor of  Nottawa  Township.  While  a  resident  of 
Hillsdale  County  he  held  the  offices  of  Township 
Treasurer  and  Highway  Commissioner.  Our  sub- 
ject is  a  consistent  member  of  the  United  Presby- 
terian Church,  while  his  wife  holds  fellow^ship  with 
the  Baptist.  Mr.  McKercher  affiliates  with  the 
Republican  party  in  his  position  upon  political 
questions,  and  has  for  years  been  one  of  its  stout 
adherents  and  doughty  friends.  He  and  his  estim- 
able wife  are  prominent  in  local  society,  and  are 
gladly  welcomed  into  the  best  circles  thereof. 
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^^BNERP.  SHEPHERDSON,  ah   influential 
(©yul!    citizen  of  Fabius  Township,  has  for  many 
years  been  identified  with  the  farming  and 
stock-raising  interests  of  St.  Joseph  County. 
During  his  long  residence  here  he  has  shown  him- 
self to  be,  both  in  public  and  private  life,  a  man  of 
sound  judgment  and  of   fearless  integrity,  one  who 
is    careful    and    considerate    in    his    dealings   with 
others,  and  who  thoroughly  deserves  the  confidence 
and  respect  with  w4iich  he  has  inspired  his  neighbors. 
Fie  was  born  Sept.  19,  1827,  in  Delaware  County, 
N.  Y.,  a  son  of  Joseph  and  Jerusha  (Pratt)  Shepherd- 
son.     His  father  was  a   native   of  Connecticut,  of 
English  descent,  born  Nov.  19,  1794.     The  mother 
w^as  a  native  of  Vermont,  the  date  of  her  birth  be- 
ino-  April  29,  1798.    Our  subject's  father  was  reared 
in  his  New  England  birthplace,  and  when  a  single 
man  accompanied  his   father,   who  settled  in  Dela- 
ware County,  N.  Y.,  and  there  he  worked  with    his 
father  at  the  carpenter's  trade.     He  was  three  times 
married.     Of  his  first  marriage,  with  the  mother  of 
our  subject,  five  children  were  born,  of    whom  Ab- 
ner  P.,  who  w^as  the  next  to  the  youngest,   is  the 
only  survivor.     The  record  of  his  brothers  and  sis- 
ter is  as  follows:  Jerusha,  born  Dec.  22,  1820,  mar- 
ried Joseph  Bullock,  and  died  July  8,  1846,  leaving 
one  child;    Joseph    was   born  July    6,    1822,  and 
died  Feb.  4,  1835;  Adam  C,  born  June  24,   1824, 
died  Nov.  19,  1887,  leaving  four  children,  who  live 
in  Michigan;  Timothy,  born  June  16,    1830,   died 
Oct.  4,  1830.     The  following  is  the  record   of    the 
five  children  born  of  the  second  marriage :  Oliver, 
born  March  2,  1832,  now  lives  in    Cass  County, 
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Mich.,  is  married,  and  has  two  living  children  ;  Re- 
becca, born  May  13,  1833,  marririd  Valentine  Bea- 
dle, whose  sketch  appears  on  another  page  of  this 
volume;  Francis  M.,  born  Nov.  6,  1841,  died  Jan. 
5,  1850;  Jesse  C.  born  Ang.  26,  1844,  lives  in 
Broome  County,  N.  Y. ;  Poll.y,  born  April  9,  1846, 
died  in  June,  1870,  unmarried.  Mr.  Shepherdson's 
third  marriage  was  without  issue.  He  was  also  a 
farmer  as  well  as  a  carpenter,  and  in  1846,  after 
settling  up  his  affairs  in  New  York,  he  came  to 
Michigan,  and  purchasing  forty  acres  of  land  in 
Kalamazoo  County,  town  of  Portage,  immediately 
entered  upon  its  improvement.  He  was  an  indus- 
trious, active  man.  and  was  doing  well  in  his  farm- 
ing when  the  sad  misfortune  of  losing  his  second 
wife  by  death  determined  him  to  break  up  his  home 
here  and  return  to  New  York.  Afterward,  in  com- 
pany with  his  third  wife,  he  spent  one  summer  in 
Michigan  with  our  subject.  He  returned  to  Broome 
County,  N.  Y.,  in  August,  1854,  and  died  in  July, 
1855. 

The  early  days   of  our  subject  were  spent  on  a 
farm,  and  notwithstanding  that  his  help  was   often 
required  at  home,  he  gained  a  good  common-school 
education  by  diligence  and  close  application  to  his 
books  wiien  time  permitted.     He  was  quite  young 
when  his  own  mother,  a  good  and  true  woman,  de- 
parted this  life.     He  was   nineteen  years  old   when 
he  came  to  Michigan  with  his  father,  full  of  youth- 
ful vigor,  well  trained  in  agricultural  pursuits,  and 
ambitious  to  make  his  own  way  in  the  world  by  the 
use    of    brain    and    muscle,    thus    placing    himself 
among  the  self-made  men  of  St.  Joseph  County, 
who  have  been  the  making  of  the  county  and  of  the 
townships  in  which  they  have  settled.     His  father 
gave  him  his  time  nine  months  before  he  was  of  ao-e, 
and  he  went  to   work   with  a    will    to  accumulate 
money  enough  to  buy  a  farm  of  his  own.     He  was 
then  $5  in  debt,  but  he  worked  by  the  day  or  month 
until  he  had  not   only  paid  that,  but  had  almost 
enough  to  buy  his  father's  farm  when  his  father  re- 
turned to  New  York,  going  into   debt  only  some 
1300  for  it.     He  says  he    found  that   sum    much 
harder  to  pay  than  the  $1,100  or  $1,200  that  he  had 
to  pay  years  later  for  a  substitute  when  he  was 
drafted  into  the  Union  Army.     His  farm  now  com- 
prises 100  acres  of  land,  all  well  improved,  and  its 


abundant  harvests  bringing  him  in  a  good  annual 
income,  besides  what  he  derives  from  the  sale  of  his 
stock.  He  also  owns  valuable  property  in  Three 
Rivers. 

By  unremitting    labor,   economical   and  shrewd 
management,  Mr.   Shepherdson  was  enabled    to  es- 
tablish a  comfortable    home  by   the    time  he  was 
twenty-five  years  old,  and  to  the  young  lady  whom 
he  invited  to  share  it.  Miss  Helen  M.  Moon,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  March  18,  1853.   Mrs.  Shepherd- 
son  was  born  in  the  west-ern  part  of  New  York,  near 
Honeoye,  Jan.  7,  1836,  being  the  eldest  of    the  six 
children  born   to  William   and   Cordelia    (Crooks) 
Moon,  natives  of  New   York,  and  early  pioneers  of 
Michigan,  coming  to    Kalamazoo    in    1837,    when 
their  daughter  Helen  was  but  a  year  and  a  half  old. 
Mrs.  Shepherdson  has   now  living  two  sisters    and 
one  brother.     The  latter,    William  S.   Moon,  is  a 
machinist,  and  resides  at  Lake  Linden,  Mich.,   and 
has  three  children.   Her  sister,  Almina  C.  Ross,  lives 
at  Hancock,  Mich.,  and  has  five  children  living  and 
one  deceased.     Her  other  sister,  Mrs.  M.   A.   Dun- 
can, lives  at  Calumet,  Mich.,  and   has   a  family   of 
four  children  living,  and  two  deceased.     The  union 
of  our  subject  and  his  wife  has  been  blessed  by  the 
birth  of  three  children:  Joseph  W.,  born  March  26, 
1S54;  Lizzie  C,  Oct.  11,  1855;  Abner E.,  Sept.  19, 
1  869.    Joseph  married  Bertha  Kent,  and  they  make 
their  home    in  Hart,  Oceana   Co.,  Mich.,  where  he 
is  employed  as  a  clerk  in  a  shoe  store:  their   only 
child,  Ray,  born  May  24,   1883,  is  now    deceased. 
Lizzie  married  Harvey  A.  Wing,  June  13,  1881  ;  he 
is  a  real-estate  agent  in  Duluth,  Minn.     Ihey  have 
one  child,  William,  born  May  24,  1883.     Abner  E. 
is  an  artist  of  much  talent,  and  he  is  now    in  busi- 
ness as  a  photographer. 

Mr.  Shepherdson  exerts  an  influence  for  good  be- 
yond the  boundaries  of  his  own  township,  and  has 
done  much  to  promote  the  improvement  of  this  sec- 
tion of  Michigan,  and  has  conscientiously  and  sat- 
isfactorily discharged  the  duties  entrusted  to  him 
when  holding  public  office.  He  has  been  Road 
Commissioner  for  three  years,  was  Supervisor  one 
year,  and  was  appointed  Special  Drain  Commis- 
sioner for  the  two  counties  of  Cass  and  St.  Joseph  in 
1883.  He  has  taken  a  warm  and  active  part  in  ad- 
vancing the  religious  and  moral  elevation    of  his    #i 
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adopted  coiint}^,  bavin<2^  loni^  been  one  of  the  lead- 
ing members  of  the  Methodist  Protestant  Church 
in  Fabins  Township,  of  which  he  is  Local  p]lder, 
Trustee  and  Sunday-school  Superintendent,  and  he 
has  also  served  as  Steward  and  Class-Leader. 

p^DWJN  R.  HILL  has  long  been  closely  iden- 
■^  tified  witb  the  financial  interests  of  Sonthern 
L^  Michigan;  first  as  an  enterprising  bnsiness 
man  of  Colon,  and  now,  for  some  years,  as  a  promi- 
nent and  wealthy  banker  of  that  place,  he  being 
the  senior  member  of  the  banking  firm  of  E.  Hill 
&  Sons,  of  the  Exchange  Bank.  He  was  born  in 
Chenango  County,  N.  Y.,  the  fourth  child  in  a 
family  of  five  children  of  Elisha  and  Maria  (Cooley) 
Hill,  natives  of  New  York.  His  mother  was  a 
daughter  of  Col.  Cooley,  an  officer  in  the  AYar  of 
1812.  She  died  when  our  subject  w^as  an  infant, 
and  when  he  was  about  eighteen  months  old  his 
father  married  again,  Miss  Pamelia  Pope,  a  native 
of  Cherry  Yalley,  N.  Y.,  becoming  his  wife.  She 
was  the  daughter  of  Job  and  Sarah  Pope,  and  the 
mother  of  Thomas  J.  Hill,  junior  member  of  the 
bank. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  reared  on  a  farm, 
and  after  attaining  manhood  he  became  prominent 
in  the  administration  of  the  public  affairs  of  Che- 
nango County,  N.  Y.,  Avhere  his  home  was.  He 
served  in  various  official  capacities;  was  Sheriff  of 
Chenango  County,  and  Justice  of  the  Peace  for 
several  years,  besides  holding  other  important  of- 
fices. Under  the  continued  strain  of  such  an  active 
life,  his  health  gave  way,  and,  closing  up  his  affairs 
in  IS'ew  York,  he  came  to  Michigan  in  the  hope 
that  change  of  scene  and  climate  would  prove  bene- 
ficial to  him.  He  settled  in  St.  Joseph  County,  in 
the  town  of  Sturgis,  and  engaged  in  farming  on  a 
new  place.  He  remained  there  two  years,  his  health 
continuing  to  fail,  and  for  three  years  he  was  an 
invalid.  In  1849  he  removed  to  Cold  water  and 
opened  a  hotel,  which  he  managed  for  two  years. 
He  then  removed  to  Colon,  where  he  engaged  in 
the  same  business.  Mr.  Hill  also  engaged  in  an 
extensive  mercantile  business  here  with  his  sons, 
closing  the  hotel  to  give  his  entire  attention  to  that. 


Finall3%  having  accumulated  wealth  by  their  tran- 
sactions, they  closed  up  business  and  retired  for  the 
space  of  two  years,  settling  up  old  matters.  During 
the  w^ar  they  did  a  very  large  business,  averaging 
$282  a  day  in  1862.  Mr.  Hill  was  Postmaster  of 
Colon  for  seven  years,  from  1^53  to  1860.  It  will 
be  seen  that  he  was  for  many  years  conspicuously 
connected  with  the  leading  interests  of  St.  Joseph 
County,  and  that  he  contributed  materially  to  its 
prosperity.  He  was  a  man  of  keen  judgment, 
quick  discernment,  and  sound  understanding,  and 
he  exerted  a  great  influence  for  good  in  this  com- 
munity. He  died  in  November,  1885,  after  a  short 
illness,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-four  years. 
His  excellent  wife  still  survives  him,  and  makes 
her  home  in  Colon. 

Edwin  R.  Hill,  of  this  sketch,  was  about  six  years 
of  age  when  his  father  settled  in  Sturgis,  and  there 
he  attended  the  district  school,  where  he  obtained 
a  very  good  education,  which  he  was  preparing  to 
supplement  by  a  course  in  a  school  at  Olivet,  but 
just  then  an  opportunity^  presented  for  him  to  en- 
gage in  the  mercantile  business,  and  he  unhesitat- 
ingly took  advantage  of  it.  Although  he  w^as  then 
but  seventeen  years  old,  he  had  already  displayed 
a  marked  talent  for  business,  and  it  had  been  the 
goal  of  his  ambitions  to  engage  in  mercantile  pur- 
suits. He  continued  thus  engaged  for  some  eight- 
een 3^ears,  and  lastly  as  banker.  The  Exchange 
Bank,  of  whicli  he  and  his  brother  are  now  pro- 
prietors, was  organized  in  the  spring  of  1870,  and 
has  been  in  successful  operation  ever  since,  he  own- 
ing a  half-interest  in  it.  The  business  of  the  bank 
is  conducted  in  the  most  methodical  and  systematic 
manner,  and  it  has  been  of  great  benefit  to  the 
financial  interests  of  Sovithern  Michigan,  the  far- 
mers, merchants,  and  business  men  generally,  find- 
ing it  a  great  aid  to  them  in  transacting  their 
monetary  affairs. 

Mr.  Hill  was  married,  in  1856,  in  Colon,  to  Miss 
Amelia  R.  Bowman,  who  was  born  in  Pennsylvania 
in  1832.  She  is  a  daughter  of  John  H.  and  Ann 
(Milland)  Bowman,  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
early  pioneers  of  Three  Rivers.  Her  father  built 
the  first  gristmill  there  in  1836,  and  he  was  also  an 
early  settler  of  Colon,  where  he  built  the  first  grist- 
mill ever  erected  within  its  limits,  in   1839.     He 


^►"  O  -#N 


:?^'!^+^ 


a    274 


ST.  JOSEPH  COUNTY. 


took  an  active  part  in  public  affairs,  and  represented 
the  county  in  the  vState  Legislature  at  Detroit  two 
terms.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Legislature  in  that 
city  in  1838,  when  he  received  the  news  of  his 
wife's  death,  and  there  being  no  railways  or  tele- 
graphic communication  in  those  days,  word  was 
sent  to  him  across  the  country  by  a  messenger,  rid- 
ing one  horse  and  leading  another  for  him  to  re- 
turn on.  Mrs.  Hiirs  father  died  in  the  city  of 
Lexington,  Mo.,  in  the  year  1855,  of  cholera, 
he  being  then  sixtj^-one  years  of  age.  Mrs.  HilFs 
paternal  grandparents  were  Jesse  and  vSally  (Aton) 
Bowman.  Her  maternal  grandfather  was  William 
Milland;  his  wife's  name  before  marriage  was  Rit- 
tenhouse.  On  both  sides  they  were  natives  and 
lifelong  residents  of  Pennsylvania.  Bishop  Bow- 
man was  a  cousin  to  Mrs.  Hill's  father,  and  the 
family  have  been  for  many  years  prominent  Meth- 
odists. 

After  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hill  settled  in 
Colon,  where  they  have  since  lived,  and  their  fine 
brick  residence  is  one  of  the  handsomest  and  most 
substantial  looking  dwellings  in  the  place.  Their 
otherwise  happ^^  married  life  has  been  saddened  by 
the  death  of  their  two  sons,  bright  and  promising 
young  men,  the  elder  of  whom  was  a  great  help  to 
his  father  in  his  business.  John  II.  died  first,  be- 
fore reaching  his  majority,  his  death  occurring  Feb. 
28,  1879.  Elisha  B.  died  Nov.  22,  1882,  at  the 
age  of  nearly  nineteen  years.  They  were  dutiful 
and  affectionate  sons,  and  were  well  beloved  by  a 
large  circle  of  friends.  We  cannot  think,  however, 
that  these  brave,  devoted  young  lives  have  come  to 
naught,  but  would  fain  have  those  who  mourn 
their  loss  believe  with  the  poet  that  "Death  is  but 
a  great  event  in  the  life  of  the  soul.  It  is  a  change 
and  not  a  dissolution.  It  is  the  gate  to  a  new 
sphere,  in  which  the  mind,  enriched  with  larger 
powers,  shall  enter  upon  broader  fields  of  action 
and  duty,  where  nobler  struggles  shall  task  the 
strength,  and  more  precious  crowns  award  the  vic- 
tor— where  the  hopes  and  the  dreams  of  earth 
shall  be  turned  to  sight,  and  the  broken  circles  of 
life  be  rounded  to  the  perfect  orb." 

Mr.  Hill  is  regarded  as  an  honorable  business  man 
and  a  public-spirited  citizen,  and  as  their  expression 
of  confidence  in  him,  his  fellow-citizens  have  often 


elected  him  to  offices  of  trust,  whose  duties  he  has 
discharged  with  a  single  eye  to  the  good  of  the 
public.  He  affiliates  with  the  Democratic  party, 
which  has  no  more  sincere  and  active  supporter  in 
all  St.  Joseph  County  than  he.  He  has  often  been 
sent  as  a  delegate  to  the  State  Conventions  of  his 
party. 
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J.  FIRESTONE,  editor  and  proprietor  of 
the  Colon  Express,  has  a  brilliant  future  be- 
fore him  as  a  journalist  of  no  mean  ability, 
^^0/J  as  is  shown  by  the  successful  management  of 
his  paper,  which  is  already  classed  among  the  most 
popular  and  newsiest  newspapers  in  the  county,  and 
it  is  welcomed  in  many  households  far  and  near,  as 
it  has  nearly  doubled  its  circulation  since  coming 
into  the  possession  of  our  subject  in  January,  1888. 
The  Express  is  independent  in  politics,  with  views, 
opinions  and  expressions  that  are  its  own  on  any 
and  all  of  the  topics  that  are  under  general  discus- 
sion to-day. 

Mr.  Firestone  was  born  in  December,  1858,  in 
Elkhart  Count}',  Ind.,  being  the  second  in  the  fam- 
ily of  seven  children  of  Jonathan  and  Catherine 
(Feffiy)  Firestone,  natives  of  Ohio,  who  moved  to 
Indiana  in  the  early  days  of  its  settlement.  His 
father  is  a  prosperous  carpenter  and  joiner,  and  re- 
sides near  Goshen,  Ind.,  where  he  is  actively  en- 
gaged at  his  trade.  He  is  a  valued  member  of  the 
community  where  he  lives,  as  he  is  a  man  of  well- 
balanced  intellect,  capable  and  shrewd,  discreet  and 
honest  in  all  of  his  dealings,  and  with  his  wife 
occupies  a  high  social  standing.  The  paternal 
grandparents  of  our  subject,  John  and  Catherine 
Firestone,  were  natives  of  Maryland,  and  his  great- 
grandfather was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolution.  His 
maternal  grandparents  were  David  and  Mary  Peffly, 
and  on  both  sides  his  grandparents  were  early  pio- 
neers of  Ohio  and  Indiana. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  in  Elkhart 
County,  the  place  of  his  birth,  and  received  a  lib- 
eral education  in  South  Bend,  Ind.  After  leaving 
school,  he  commenced  to  learn  printing  at  Ft. 
Wayne,  Ind.,  and  was  thus  engaged  also  at  South 
Bend,  and  then  in  Chicago,  where  he  worked  in  the 
Inter-Ocean  and    Tribune  offices,  and  was  also  at 
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one  time  in  the  employ  of  Donahue  &  Henneberry; 
and  with  this  varied  experience  he  gained  a  thor- 
ough mastery  of  the  art  preservative.  In  1881  he 
establislied  the  Argos  Reflector,  at  Argos,  Marshall 
Co.,  Ind.  He  had  charge  of  the  same  one  year 
and  a  half,  when  poor  health  of  his  wife  caused  him 
to  sell.  He  again  removed  with  his  family  to  South 
Bend,  Ind.,  where  they  remained  until  he  purchased 
the  Colon  Za^'e  Breeze,  Jan.  10, 1888,  changing  its 
name  to  the  Colon  Express,  and  entering  at  once 
upon  its  management,  is  now  conducting  it  with 
encouraging  success,  furnishing  his  subscribers  with 
a  wholesome,  wide-awake  family  paper,  wherein 
home  and  foreign  affairs  are  discussed  in  an  able 
and  intelligent  manner. 

Mr.  Firestone  was  married  in  Ohio,  Aug.  29, 
1880,  to  Miss  Lizzie  A.  P^veland.  She  was  born  in 
Pennsylvania  in  1861,  and  was  the  eldest  of  the 
six  children  of  Daniel  M.  and  Amanda  R.  (Zuber) 
Eveland,  natives  of  Pennsylvania.  They  migrated 
to  Ohio  at  an  early  date,  but  are  now  residing  in 
Mendon,  Mich.  The  pleasant  and  happy  home  of 
our  subject  and  his  amiable  wife  is  blessed  by  the 
presence  of  the  two  children,  Audrey  Eloise  and 
Claude  E.,  who  have  been  born  to  them. 

Mr.  Firestone  is  a  man  of  flue  mental  gifts,  of 
sound  principles,  and  of  blameless  life.  He  does 
not  take  an  active  part  in  politics,  and  is  independ- 
ent and  unbiassed  in  his  views  of  the  questions  that 
agitate  the  various  parties  of  the  day.  He  has  the 
welfare  of  liis  fellowmen  deeply  at  heart,  and  is 
an  earnest  worker  in  everything  tending  to  pro- 
mote the  interests  of  society.  Mr.  Firestone  is  a 
member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  of  the  International 
Typographical  Union  of  North  America. 


^AMES  M.  LAIRD,  liveryman  and  horse- 
i  dealer,  is  a  resident  of  Mendon  Village.  He 
j  is  the  son  of  the  late  Henry  W.  Laird,  and 
(^1  was  born  in  Oxford,  Butler  Co.,  Ohio,  Dec. 
2,  1848.  His  father  came  to  Michigan  and  settled 
in  St.  Joseph  County,  bringing  our  subject  with 
him,  and  engaged  in  the  business  of  farming  in  the 
northern  part  of  the  county.  Here  our  subject 
lived  until  he  was  twenty-one  years  old,  when  he 


came  to  Mendon  and  entered  into  business  for  him- 
self, selling  flour  and  feed,  in  company  with  his 
cousin,  George  Laird.  They  continued  this  busi- 
ness together  about  eight  months,  when  they  dis- 
solved, and  our  subject  rented  a  farm  in  Nottawa 
Townsliip,  wldch  he  operated  for  three  years. 

Prospering  in  his  farming  venture,  our  subject 
purchased  a  tract  of  eighty  acres  in  Nottawa  Town- 
ship, which  he  operated  for  a  period  of  six  years, 
when  he  rented  his  farm  and  came  to  Mendon  again, 
and  engaged  in  tlie  livery  business.  At  the  end  of 
seven  months  he  found  a  purchaser  for  his  busi- 
ness, and  selling  out,  went  to  Sturgis,  engaging  in 
the  same  line  of  business  there,  which  he  carried 
on  for.  about  ten  months,  when  he  again  returned 
to  Mendon  opening  another  livery  barn,  which  he 
operated  in  conjunction  with  the  one  in  Sturgis. 
He  did  this  for  two  or  three  years,  when  he  again 
sold  out. 

After  remaining  idle  a  short  time,  Mr.  Laird 
aoain  engaged  in  the  old  business,  in  which  he  has 
since  continued.  He  is  a  thorough  horseman,  un- 
derstands the  care  and  management  of  stock  in  all 
its  branches,  is  a  good  trader,  and  finds  his  greatest 
source  of  enjoyment  in  handling  his  horses.  He 
buys  and  sells  horses,  buggies,  and  vehicles  of  all 
descriptions,  runs  a  line  of  city  express,  operates  his 
farm,  which  he  still  owns,  and  does  a  general  liv- 
ery business,  all  of  which  occupies  his  time  com- 
pletely. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  married,  Sept.  5, 
1870,  to  Miss  Libbie  C.  Avery.  This  lady  was 
born  in  Canandaigua,  N.  Y.,  and  died  in  Mendon, 
Sept.  5,  1882.  .  He  was  married,  Dec.  5,  1884,  to 
Miss  Rose  Baer,  who  was  born  in  South  Bend,  Ind., 
in  1865.  She  is  a  most  estimable  lady,  is  educated 
and  refined,  besides  being  a  most  excellent  house- 
keeper. 

Mr.  Laird  is  an  enterprising,  go-ahead  business 
man,  obliging  when  opportunity  offers.  Although 
engaged  in  the  business  of  dealing  in  horses,  he  is 
notably  fair  in  all  his  transactions.  He  is  well 
liked  and  respected  by  the  citizens  of  the  town 
where  he  lives.  He  is  large-hearted,  public-spirited 
and  progressive  in  his  ideas,  and  is  in  all  things  a 
good,  law-abiding  citizen.  His  stables  are  stocked 
with  an  excellent  grade  of  animals,  his  outfits  are 
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new  and  of  the  latest  improved  styles,  and  anyone 
having  any  dealing  with  Mr.  Laird  will  find  him 
in  all  respects  a  perfectly  honest,  upright  and 
straightforward  gentleman.  He  has  never  sought 
or  held  any  office  of  public  trust,  although  he  has 
been  solicited  to  accept  favors  of  that  kind  from 
his  fellow-citizens,  but  he  prefers  to  devote  him- 
self to  his  chosen  work. 


REDKRICK  CUSTER,  one  of  the  prosper- 
ous agriculturists  of  this  county,  and  owner 


P 

U^  of  160  acres  of  well-tilled  land  in  Colon 
Township,  on  section  21,  is  a  worthy  representative 
of  that  class  of  citizens  that  might  be  designated  by 
the  term  of  German -American.  He  was  born  in 
the  Fatherland  on  the  3d  of  May,  1836,  and  reared 
upon  the  farm  of  his  father,  continuing  to  reside  in 
his  native  land  until  he  came  to  this  country  in 
August,  1863.  Until  that  time  and  ever  since  he 
had  left  school  he  had  been  engaged  at  farming. 

Landing  at  New  York  City  after  a  long,  tedious 
and  trying  ocean  trip,  he  came  direct  to  this  county, 
and  began  to  work  out  by  the  month.  This  he 
continued  for  about  six  years,  when  he  rented  land 
in  Colon  Township  until  1876,  and  then  purchased 
his  present  farm.  It  includes  160  acres  and  is  thor- 
oughly well  improved,  as  he  has  taken  the  greatest 
possible  pride  in  making  it  the  most  productive  and 
best  improved  in  the  district. 

On  the  30th  of  April,  1839,  there  was  born  to 
John  and  Mary  Miller,  at  Mecklenburg,  Germany, 
a  daughter,  who  received  in  her  baptism  the  name 
Sophia.  She  grew  up  in  her  native  country,  was 
there  educated  and  continued  to  live  until  the  year 
1864,  when  she  came  to  America,  and  made  her 
home  at  Colon.  This  lady  became  the  wife  of  our 
subject  at  Sturgis,  on  Whit-Sunday  in  1866.  Their 
family  circle  includes  nine  children,  who  bear  the 
following  names;  Charles,  Emma,  Henry,  William, 
Fred,  Minnie,  Mary,  Lydia  and  Lizzie.  Of  these 
eight  are  still  living,  and  one,  Henry,  died  when 
about  two  years  of  age. 

Only  those  who  have  experienced  it  can  under- 
stand the  many  difficulties,  ol)jections  and  trying 
circumstances  that  are  grouped  around  the  wrench- 


ing asunder  of  old  associations,  the  severance  from 
home  and  friends,  and  leaving  home  and  country  to 
seek  a  possible  bettering  of  opportunity  and  position 
amid  new  surroundings.  Our  subject  is  one,  who, 
while  recognizing  the  full  force  of  these  things  was 
not  afraid,  buoyed  as  he  was  by  hope  and  expect- 
ancy, to  launch  out,  even  though  it  cost  the  pain  of 
parting  with  those  who  had  hitherto  been  known 
and  held  as  dear.  He  has  certainly  not  made  a 
mistake,  though  it  might  be  only  that  he  has  bet- 
tered his  condition  in  giving  to  his  family  the 
bright,  free,  unhampered  life  that  is  afforded  to  the 
citizens  and  children  of  this  Republic. 

Mr.  Custer  has  filled  a  number  of  school  offices 
with  ability.  He  is  not  attached  to  either  political 
party  and  votes  independently,  being  decided  in 
every  case  by  the  ability  and  fitness  of  the  candi- 
date, and  the  needs  of  the  people.  Both  he  and 
Mrs  Custer  are  devout  members  of  the  Lutheran 
Church,  of  which  they  have  been  faithful  adherents 
since  their  confirmation. 


V¥/  OSEPH  MUMBY.  Whatever  calling  he  may 
pursue  the  average  man  appreciates  courtesy 
on  the  part  of  his  fellows,  and  this  element 
of  character  has  really  much  to  do  not  only 
with  a  man's  standing  in  society,  but  his  success  in 
life.  These  thoughts  were  especially  called  to  mind 
in  the  interview  of  the  biographer  with  the  subject 
of  this  sketch  and  his  estimable  lady.  They  are 
numbered  among  the  most  valued  citizens  of  Men- 
don  Township,  and  have  a  very  pleasant  farm  home- 
stead eligibly  located  on  section  14. 

Mr.  Mumby  was  born  on  the  other  side  of  the 
Atlantic,  in  Lincolnshire,  P^ngland,  May  4,  1833, 
and  there  spent  his  boyhood  and  youth,  employed 
mostly  at  farming  after  leaving  school.  At  the  age 
of  twent}^  years  he  resolved  to  seek  his  fortunes  on 
another  continent,  and  in  1853  he  embarked  at 
Liverpool  on  the  sailing-vessel  ''Roachambo,"  of  the 
Blackball  Line,  and  after  a  voyage  of  six  weeks 
first  set  foot  upon  American  soil  in  the  city  of  New 
York.  Thence  he  made  his  way  directlj^  to  Michi- 
gan, locating  first  in  Kalamazoo  Township,  Kala- 
mazoo County,  where  he  engaged  in  farming.  After 
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a  sojourn  there  of  about  seven  years,  crossing  the 
Mississippi,  he  spent  about  two  years  in  Colorado 
and  New  Mexico,  finally  settling  in  Montana,  where 
he  was  engaged  in  farming  and  mining  about  eight 
years.  At  the  time  when  he  arrived  there  it  was 
not  surveyed,  and  Mr.  Mumby  was  one  of  the  first 
company  which  discovered  gold  there  in  1862,  in 
Pike's  Peak  gulch,  Deer  Log  Valley,  on  the  head- 
waters of  Blackfoot  River.  There  were  in  the  party 
Mr.  Bozeman,  who  laid  out  the  city  of  Bozeman, 
on  tiie  headwaters  of  the  Gallatin;  Samuel  Downs, 
John  Carruthers,  Thomas  Neals,  Michael  Harkens 
and  several  others.  At  the  time  the  only  inhabit- 
ants were  Indians. 

From  Montana  Mr.  Mumby,  in  1870,  returned 
eastward  to  this  county,  and  purchased,  in  Mendon 
Township,  the  farm  which  he  now  owns  and  occu- 
pies.  He  has  ninety-six  and  one-half  acres,  upon 
which  he  has  erected  good  buildings  and  effected  a 
vast  improvement  upon  its  original  condition.  After 
his  return  from  the  Far  West  he  was  married,  in 
the  city  of  Kalamazoo,  Oct.  2,  1870,  to  Miss  Jane 
C.  Baker,  who  was  born  there  July  10,  1837.  Of 
this  union  there  were  two  sons  only:  William  E., 
born  June  24,  1871,  and  George  B.,  Dec.  8,  1875. 
They  are  promising  youths,  being  trained  and  edu- 
cated in  a  manner  befitting  their  station  in  life,  as 
the  representatives  of  a  family  of  more  than  ordi- 
nary worth  and  intelligence. 

William  and  Rebecca  (Everett)  Mumby,  the  par- 
ents of  our  subject,  were  also,  like  their  son,  natives 
of  Lincolnshire,  England,  where  they  spent  tiieir 
entire  lives.  The  father  was  a  farmer  by  occupa- 
tion, and  the  home  circle  embraced  nine  children, 
seven  now  living.  James  Muml)y,  a  brother  of  our 
sul)ject,  with  his  family,  came  here  in  the  spring  of 
1883.  The  parents  died  Nov.  27,  1880,  and  May 
26, 1881,  respectively.  Mrs.  Mumby  is  the  daughter 
of  William  H.  and  Margaret  (Wigley)  Baker,  who 
were  natives  of  England,  and  the  father  nearly  all 
his  life  engaged  in  farming.  They  came  to  Michi- 
gan about'' 1836,  and  Mr.  Baker  died  at  their  home 
in  Kalamazoo,  Dec.  18,  1887.  After  the  death  of 
her  husband  Mrs.  Baker  came  to  the  home  of  her 
daughter,  Mrs.  Mumby,  with  whom  she  is  still  liv- 
ing. She  had  a  family  of  two  children,  the  other  a 
resident   of  Kalamazoo.     Mrs.  Mumby  acquired  a 


common-school  education,  and  was  trained  by  her 
excellent  mother  in  those  household  duties  the 
knowledge  of  which  has  so  much  to  do  with  the 
happiness  and  comfort  of  a  home.  Our  subject  and 
his  highly  respected  lady  number  their  friends  by 
the  score  in  Mendon  Township,  and  their  home  is 
proverbially  one  of  the  most  pleasant  places  of  re- 
sort within  its  limits. 


^OHN  W.  HALL.  Colon  Village  numbers 
among  its  substantial  citizens  no  man  more 
deserving  of  consideration  and  respect  than 
((^^  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  He  owns  a  fine 
farm  in  the  township,  embracing  250  acres  of  valu- 
able land,  but  has  retired  from  active  labor,  leasing 
his  land  to  a  tenant,  and  is  now  enjoying  the  fruits 
of  his  early  industry  in  a  pleasant  and  comfortable 
home,  among  the  friends  who  have  known  him  for 
so  many  years,  and  among  whom  he  has  built  up  a 
record  of  an  honest  man  and  a  good  citizen. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  George  A.  Hall,  and 
the  mother,  who  in  her  girlhood  was  Miss  Mary 
Ann  Burton,  were  natives  of  New  York  State,  and 
after  their  marriage  settled  in  Canada,  but  a  few 
years  later  came  back  to  the  States,  and  moving 
westward  took  up  their  residence  in  Boone  County, 
111.  There  the  father  engaged  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits, and  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life,  resting 
from  his  labors  in  1861. 

To  the  parents  of  <Kir  subject  there  were  born 
seven  children,  of  whom  John  W.  was  the  second. 
His  birthplace  was  near  the  town  of  Brantford  in 
Upper  Canada,  where  he  first  opened  his  eyes  to  the 
light  Aug.  24,  1833.  He  lived  with  his  parents 
until  a  youth  of  fourteen  years,  and  upon  leaving 
the  home  roof  migrated  to  Kalamazoo  County, 
this  State,  and  for  three  years  thereafter  occupied 
himself  at  farming.  We  next  find  him  in  Centre- 
ville,  this  county,  where  he  learned  cabinet-making 
and  undertaking,  established  in  business  for  himself, 
and  prosecuted  these  combined  until  1865.  Then 
selling  out,  he  invested  the  proceeds  in  the  farm  in 
Colon  Township,  of  which  he  continues  the  posses- 
sor. Upon  this  there  was  great  room  for  improve- 
ment at  the  time  of  its  purchase  by  our  subject,  and 
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its  present  condition  is  the  result  of   his  industry 
and  good  management. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  periods  in  the  life  of 
our  subject  comprises  the  time  which  he  spent  as  a 
soldier  of  the  Union  Army.  In  August,  1861,  he 
enlisted  in  Company  A,  11th  Michigan  Infantry, 
and  entered  with  true  patriotism  upon  the  discharge 
of  his  duties  in  connection  therewith.  The  great 
change  in  his  mode  of  living,  however,  had  its 
natural  effect  upon  his  health,  and  eighteen  months 
later  he  was  obliged  to  accept  his  honorable  dis- 
charge on  account  of  disability.  In  the  meantime, 
however,  he  had  made  a  visit  home,  and  was  mar- 
ried in  Centreville,  in  October,  1862,  to  Miss  Mary 
Ann  Sanderson,  an  adopted  daughter  of  Isaac 
Balote,  of  Centreville.  When  the  soldier  lad  re- 
turned home  for  good  they  took  up  their  residence 
in  Centreville. 

Mrs.  Hall  was  born  in  Sherman  Township,  this 
county,  in  1845,  and  of  her  union  with  our  subject 
there  is  one  child,  a  son,  Isaac  Charlton,  who  was 
born  in  this  county  in  October,  1863.  Mr.  Hall 
in  1885  invested  a  portion  of  his  capital  in  a  stock 
of  general  merchandise,  and  established  in  business 
at  Colon,  being  thus  occupied  two  or  three  years. 
He  has  been  a  leading  man  in  his  community  and 
always  taken  a  warm  interest  in  its  welfare.  He 
was  Deputy  Sheriff  of  St.  Joseph  County  two  years, 
and  has  held  the  office  of  Constable  in  Colon  Town- 
ship a  period  of  twelve  years.  He  uniformly  votes 
the  straight  Republican  ticket.  Socially,  he  occupies 
the  post  of  Commander  in  Henry  M.  Liddler  Post 
No.  131,  G.  A.  R.,  at  Colon.  Mr.  Hall  is  at  present 
engaged  in  the  livery  business,  keeping  a  good 
supply  of  horses  and  buggies  for  the  accommoda- 
tion of  the  public.  The  barn  is  in  connection  with 
the  St.  Joe  Hotel. 
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ISS  MARY  C.  FONDA  is  a  well-known 
and  highly  respected  lady  of  Fabius  Town- 
ship, where  she  was  reared  and  where  she 
has  passed  most  of  her  life,  although  she  is 
a  native  of  New  York.  She  is  a  lady  of  intelligence 
and  culture,  and  worthily  represents  one  of  the 
honored  pioneer  families  of  St.  Joseph  County.  Her 


home,  which  she  inherited  from  her  parents,  is 
pleasantly  located  on  section  6,  and  the  kindly, 
courteous  hospitality  of  its  hostess  renders  it  at- 
tractive alike  to  friend  and  stranger. 

Miss  Fonda  is  a  lineal  descendant  of  one  John 
Fonda,  a  representative  of  an  ancient  Holland  fam- 
ily, and  one  of  four  brothers  and  sisters  who  left 
their  native  land  about  1690,  and  coming  to  Amer- 
ica, identified  themselves  with  the  early  settlers  of 
New  York  State.  He  married  in  this  country,  in 
1694,  Marrietta  Looker,  and  Miss  Fonda  traces  her 
descent  to  him  through  his  son  Dow,  who  married 
Altia  Underkirk  in  1727.  Dow's  son  Jacob,  great- 
grandfather of  our  subject,  married  Deriky  Fisher 
in  1768.  Harmon,  son  of  Jacob,  married  Rachel 
Lansing  in  1797,  and  of  that  union  Lansing  Fonda, 
father  of  our  subject,  was  born  May  17,  1801, 
probably  near  Cohoes,  N.  Y.  The  Fonda  family 
were  people  of  wealth  and  position  in  New  York, 
and  Lansing  was  thoroughly  educated  in  the  city 
of  Albany,  N.  Y.  Subsequently  his  father,  a  wealthy 
farmer,  went  security  for  four  merchants,  who 
failed, and  he  became  bankrupt.  This  brought  out 
the  true  nobility  of  the  son,  who  did  not  hesitate 
to  put  his  shoulder  to  the  wheel  and  accept  a  life  of 
labor  as  his  lot  instead  of  the  one  of  ease  and  cult- 
ure to  which  he  had  been  reared. 

Mr.  Fonda  married,  in  1 832,  Nellie  Ann  Van  Pat- 
ten,  daughter  of  Aaron  and  Esther  (Hart)  Van  Pat- 
ten, who  was  born  Feb.  1 3,  1 808.  In  1 848  Mr.  Fonda, 
thinking  that  he  could  better  his  condition  and  im- 
prove the  prospects  of  his  children,  determined  to 
leave  the  old  home  in  New  York  and  settle  in 
Michigan.  After  his  arrival  here  he  located  in  St. 
Joseph  County,  on  eighty  acres  of  land  that  he  had 
entered  from  the  Government,  now  owned  by  his 
daughter  of  whom  we  write,  and  the  house  that  he 
built  at  that  time  is  still  standing  and  is  occupied 
by  Miss  Fonda.  He  had  but  $1  with  which  to  be- 
gin his  new  and  strange  life,  but  he  bravely  entered 
upon  his  career  as  a  pioneer,  and  suffered  all  its  at- 
tendant hardships  without  a  murmur,  and  by  years 
of  patient  toil  cleared  a  comfortable  home  from  the 
primeval  forests  of  Michigan,  with  the  able  and 
willing  assistance  of  his  devoted  helpmate  and  com- 
panion. When  Mr.  Fonda  took  possession  of  his 
land  he  found   a  few  logs  rolled  together,   which 
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some  one  else  had  abandoned,  and  from  them  he 
erected  a  shelter  for  his  family.  He  could  procure 
no  lumber  for  a  floor,  and  lived  one  year  without 
any  floor  to  his  dwelling,  and  with  only  oil  cloth  for 
roof,  door,  etc. ;  they  had  brought  carpeting  with 
them,  which  served  as  mats.  Mr.  Fonda  shouldered 
his  ax  and  went  to  Centreville,  where  he  labored 
for  fifty  cents  a  day  to  supply  the  actual  necessities 
of  life  for  his  family,  and  thus  they  struggled  along 
until  a  clearing  was  made  and  garden  stuff  could  be 
raised.  Finally  the  farm  was  cleared,  and  under 
careful  cultivation  became  one  of  the  most  valuable 
in  the  vicinity.  Miss  Fonda's  mother  planted  the 
walnuts  and  butternuts  from  which  sprang  the 
beautiful  trees  that  now  adorn  the  yard  and  cast 
o-rateful  shade  over  any  who,  weary  and  heated, 
seek  repose  beneath  their  branches. 

The  death  of  Mr.  Fonda,  Oct.  27,  1860,  was  felt 
to   be  a   severe   loss  to  the  community,  where    he 
was  held  in  honor  and   esteem   as  a  high-minded, 
open-hearted    man,   of  liberal  views,  and  of  more 
than  ordinary   intelligence.     He  led  a  strictly  up- 
right, moral  life,  and  no  one  ever  doubted  but  that  he 
was   filled    with  the  true  spirit  of  Christianity,  al- 
though he  never  identified  himself  with  any  church- 
He   always  took  a  deep  interest  in  educational  af- 
fairs, and  served  on  the  School  Board  much  of  the 
time.     In    his    political    views   he  was  an  old-line 
Whig.     His  wife  survived   him    many    years,    her 
death  not  occurring  until  Dec.  5,  1886.     She  was  a 
w^oman  whase  character  commanded  the  respect  of 
all  about  her,  and  was  a  consistent  member  of  the 
Free-Will  Baptist  Church.      Lansing  Fonda  was  the 
second  in  a  family  of  five  children,  the  eldest  being 
his  sister  Sarah.     She  was  born  July   13,  1788,  and 
married  Isaac  Major,  who  left  four  children,  one  of 
whom,  Fonda  Major,  still  lives  near  Centreville,  this 
county.     Dow   Fonda,  a  younger   brother  of    the 
father   of  our   subject,  was  born  March  19,  1804. 
He   never  left  his  native  New  York,  but  spent  his 
entire   life  there;  he  married  and  had  six  children, 
three   of   whom  are  still  living  in  that  State,  near 
Amsterdam.     Jane  Fonda  w^as  born  April  19,  1808, 
married  first  Isaac  Neff,  by  whom  she  had  two  chil- 
dren,  and   she  afterward  married  John  Potter,  by 
whom   she   had  three  children;  she  moved  to  Iowa, 
where  she  died,     Derika,  the  youngest  sister  of  the 


father  of  our  subject,  was  born  Oct.  5,  1810,  and 
died  July  1,  1815. 

To  the  worthy  parents  of  our  subject  seven  chil- 
dren  were  born  in  New  York,  but  only  three  lived 
to  come  to  Michigan  with  the  parents  in  1848. 
These  three  are  still  living,  and  are  as  follows: 
Esther  Louisa,  Maria  Jane,  and  Mary  C,  the  subject 
of  this  sketch.  Esther  was  born  June  1,  1832,  mar- 
ried William  Gear,  Jan.  1,  1854,  and  is  living  in 
Fabius  Township;  she  is  the  mother  of  five  children, 
four  of  whom  are  living,  namely:  William,  Eliza, 
James  and  Olivia.  Maria  was  born  Dec.  9,  1841, 
married  John  S.  Northrup,  Aug.  23,  1857,  and  is 
living  in  Flowerfield ;  she  is  the  mother  of  ten  chil- 
dren living. 

Mary  C.  Fonda,  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  born 
Aug.  6,  1847,  in  DeWitt  Township,  Onondaga  Co., 
N.  Y.  She  was  scarcely  a  year  old  when  her  par- 
ents left  her  native  town  and  came  to  Michigan  to 
make  their  future  home,  and  amid  the  pioneer  sur- 
roundings of  her  early  life  she  developed  a  strong 
and  gracious  womanhood.  Notwithstanding  their 
priniitive  style  of  living,  necessitated  by  the  times 
and  condition  of  a  comparatively  newly  settled 
country,  her  parents  gave  her  a  careful  training,  and 
as  a  supplement  to  her  education  in  the  schools  of 
Michigan  her  father  doubtless  taught  her  much,  as 
he  was  a  man  of  superior  education.  Since  the  con- 
trol of  her  father's  homestead  has  fallen  into  her 
hands  she  has  shown  herself  to  be  fully  capable  of 
managing  her  affairs,  and  is  regarded  as  a  woman 
of  clear  intellect,  sound  judgment  and  much  ability. 
She  is  living  quietly  in  her  old  home,  deserving 
and  receiving  the  regard  and  respect  of  all  in  the 
community. 


ENRY  K.  P^ARRAND.  The  subject  of  this 
biography  during  his  lifetime  was  one  of 
the  most  prominent,  successful  and  useful 
_  men  of  St.  Joseph  County.  Honorable,  and 
upright  in  all  his  transactions,  and  a  man  of  more 
than  ordinary  capabilities,  he  formed  no  unimpor- 
tant factor  in  this  section  of  country,  with  whose 
interests  he  was  identified  for   a    period   of   fifty- 
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three  years,  and  in  whose  prosperity  he  entertained 
the  deepest  interest.  He  was  instrumental  in  the 
advancement  of  every  important  enterprise  in  his 
own  neighborhood  and  vicinity,  and  was  frequently 
intrusted  with  the  settlements  of  valuable  estates, 
those  in  many  cases  requiring  the  most  careful 
management  and  having  great  interests  at  stake. 

Mr.  Farrand  served  as  Supervisor  of  Colon  Town- 
ship a  period  of  eleven  years,  from  the  spring  of  1872 
to  the  spring  of  1883.  During  this  time  his  influ- 
ence was  given  to  those  projects  tending  to  the 
moral  and  educational  advancement  of  the  com- 
munity. He  contributed  liberally  toward  the  erec- 
tion of  the  Seminary  building,  and  the  Air-Line 
Railroad,  and  upon  the  outbreak  of  the  Rebellion 
labored  incessantly  in  support  of  the  Union  senti- 
ment, making  it  his  business  to  see  that  the  quota 
of  the  township  was  properly  filled  in  sending  its 
soldiers  into  the  army.  He  saved  to  the  county  the 
sum  of  $25,000  in  connection  with  railroad  bonds, 
and  at  every  turn  endeavored  to  serve  its  interests 
in  such  a  manner  as  would  reflect  credit  upon  him- 
self and  the  people  around  him. 

Mr.  Farrand  was  a  practical  and  scientific  farmer, 
delighting  in  the  pursuit  of  agriculture,  and  noth- 
ing was  pleasanter  to  his  eye  than  the  green  meadows 
and  fields  of  growing  grain.  Wliatever  duty  he 
undertook  he  considered  it  was  ^worthy  of  doing 
well,  and  in  all  the  relations  of  life,  whether  labor- 
ing for  the  public  or  in  behalf  of  his  own  interests 
and  those  dear  to  him,  he  preserved  the  same 
equable  temperament  and  unostentatious  fidelity  to 
duty  which  could  not  but  have  an  important  influ- 
ence upon  those  with  whom  he  came  in  contact. 
His  death,  which  occurred  Nov.  27,  1887,  after  he 
had  numbered  seventy-five  years,  was  a  loss  to  this 
county  felt  by  all,  both  far  and  near.  He  was 
mourned  by  hosts  of  friends,  including  a  devoted 
wife,  a  number  of  children  and  grandchildren,  and 
many  relatives. 

The  father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  Joseph 
Farrand,  the  son  of  Phineas  Farrand,  who  was  born 
in  Morris  County,  N.  J.,  and  married  Miss  Jolia 
Compson,  a  native  of  the  same  State.  The  grand- 
parents of  our  subject  first  settled  in  Cayuga  County, 
N.  Y.,  and  thence  came  to  Michigan  in  1837,  set- 
tling in  Colon  Township,  this  county,  on  section 
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16,  where  they  continued  to  live  during  the  re- 
mainder of  their  days.  The  grandmother  died  tJan. 
8,  1845.  Her  husband,  surviving  her  a  period  of 
ten  years,  passed  away  Dec.  4,  1854. 

Joseph  and  Jolia  Farrand  became  the  parents  of 
eleven  children,  eight  of  whom  lived  to  mature 
years,  namely:  Charles  C,  Ebenezer,  Junius  H., 
Electa  M.,  Henry  K.,  Catherine  A.,  Abigail  E.  and 
Phineas.  The  latter  accompanied  his  father  to  this 
State,  and  since  that  time  has  been  a  resident 
of  Colon  Township,  a  period  of  fifty -one  years, 
during  which  time  he  has  given  his  whole  at- 
tention to  agricultural  pursuits.  Further  details 
in  regard  to  his  life  will  be  found  in  his  biography, 
given  elsewhere  in  this  volume. 

Henry  K.  Farrand  was  the  fifth  child  of  his  par- 
ents, and  a  native  of  the  same  town  as  his  father, 
Mentz,  Cayuga  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  his  birth  took 
place  June  19,  1812.  He  came  to  this  county 
in  1836,  and  located  upon  a  large  tract  of  land  in 
Colon  Township.  He  did  not,  however,  settle  here 
at  that  time,  but  returned  to  his  native  State,  and 
upon  coming  back  to  Michigan,  in  1837,  took  up 
his  residence  on  section  16,  where  he  made  his 
home  until  his  death.  He  was  greatly  prospered 
iu  his  labors  as  a  tiller  of  the  soil,  investing  his 
capital  in  additional  land,  and  in  due  time  owned 
the  largest  extent  of  any  man  in  the  county. 

Mr.  Farrand  erected  the  residence  now  occupied 
by  his  widow  in  1852-53.  It  is  a  commodious  and 
substantial  structure,  one  that  will  stand  for  years 
to  come.  Adjacent  to  this  he  put  up  good  barns 
and  out-buildings,  and  gathered  together  the  ma- 
chinery requisite  for  prosecuting  agriculture  after 
the  most  modern  methods.  His  industry  and  enter- 
prise were  proverbial,  and  he  passed  few  idle  hours. 
In  addition  to  looking  after  his  own  extensive  in- 
terests, he  kept  steadily  in  view  the  matters  calcu- 
lated to  advance  St.  Joseph  County,  socially,  morally 
and  financially. 

Mr.  Farrand  received  only  a  district  school  edu- 
cation, and  at  an  early  age  was  taught  those  habits 
of  industry  and  economy  which  proved  the  secret 
of  his  later  success.  His  first  business  venture  was 
the  renting  of  a  tract  of  land  near  his  father's  home- 
stead, in  Cayuga  County,  N.  Y.  In  the  spring  of 
1836,  the  farm  which  he  had  rented   for  a  term  of 
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years  having  been  sold,  he  surrendered  his  lease, 
and  shortly  afterward  came  to  Michigan  to  seek  a 
location,  with  the  results  which  we  have  already 
indicated.  He  was  compelled,  however,  to  return 
to  the  Empire  State  to  harvest  his  crops  there  and 
dispose  of  them,  and  this  being  done  he  returned 
west  and  took  up  his  permanent  residence  in  this 
county.  The  journey  was  made  with  a  team  of 
horses  and  a  wagon,  and  he  was  accompanied  by 
his  aunt,  Maria  Farrand,  they  coming  by  the  way 
of  Canada.  While  on  the  road  he  overtook  his 
brother,  Charles  Farrand,  who  had  settled  near  Burr 
Oak.  The  whole  party  put  up  at  the  house  of 
Loransi  Schellhouse,  on  the  12th  of  October,  and 
remained  there  until  our  subject  could  build  a  log 
cabin.  This  humble  abode  remained  the  dwelling 
of  himself  and  his  family  for  a  period  of  seventeen 
years,  when  it  gave  place  to  the  present  residence. 

On  the  17th  of  December,  1837,  our  subject  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Maria,  daughter  of 
Levi  and  Eunice  Mathews,  whose  parents  were 
natives  of  Plymouth,  Conn.,  and  who  spent  their 
last  days  in  Colon  Township.  Mrs.  Maria  Farranrl 
was  born  in  Plymouth,  Conn..  Nov.  23,  1817.  Her 
union  with  our  subject  resulted  in  the  birth  of  five 
daughters  and  one  son,  namely :  Ann  Eliza,  Mar- 
garet S.,  Henrietta  M.,  Julia  E.,  Frances  Eugenia 
and  Charles  H.  The  mother  of  these  children  de- 
parted this  life  July  1,  1855.  She  was  a  lady  pos- 
sessing all  the  womanly  virtues,  and  was  admirably 
adapted  to  her  position  in  life,  as  the  wife  of  the 
pioneer  struggling  to  make  his  way  through  many 
difficulties.  She  was  for  a  number  of  years  before 
her  death  a  devoted  member  of  the  Episcopal 
Church. 

Mr.  Farrand  contracted  a  second  marriage,  Sept. 
14,  1865,  with  Miss  Phebe  M.,  daughter  of  Leonard 
and  Mercy  Blanchard,  who  were  natives  of  New 
York,  and  are  now  deceased.  This  lady  w^as  born 
in  Marcellus,  Onondaga  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Nov.  26,  1827. 
Of  this  union  there  was  born  one  child,  a  daughter, 
Louisa  K.  Mitchell,  who  died  at  the  age  of  four 
and  one-half  years.  Mrs.  Phebe  M.  Farrand  died 
Oct.  1,  1884,  and  on  the  27th  of  June,  1885,  our 
su})ject  was  united  in  marriage  with  Mrs.  Anna 
(Burroughs)  Hoyt,  widow  of  Allen  Hoyt,  and  a 
native  of  Moultonboro,  N.  II.,  where  she  was  born 


May  ll,  1818.  Mr.  Hoyt  came  to  this  county  in 
1835,  and  died  in  Colon  Township,  April  12,  1880. 
His  marriage  with  Miss  Burroughs  took  place  in 
Colon  Township,  Aug.  9,  1856.  They  were  the 
parents  of  one  child,  Alvin  J.,  who  is  farming 
in  Colon  Township. 
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ENRY  HARTMAN.  The  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania has  furnished  some  of  the  most 
substantial  citizens  of  the  Great  West,  and 
(^  among  them  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  a 
well-to-do  farmer  of  Nottawa  Township,  is  contrib- 
uting his  quota  toward  the  development  of  the  soil 
of  St.  Joseph  County.  He  is  now  operating  a  large 
farm  of  240  acres  on  section  21,  and  is  the  owner 
of  eighty-three  acres  of  good  land  in  the  vicinity 
of  Centre ville. 

Mr.  Ilartman  w^as  born  in  Beaver  Township, 
Sn3^der  Co.,  Pa.,  May  9,  1843,  and  lived  there 
on  a  farm  with  his  parents  until  a  lad  of  twelve 
years,  when  he  was  left  an  orphan  without  means 
and  obliged  to  look  out  for  himself.  He  remained 
a  resident  of  his  native  State  four  years  thereafter, 
then  made  his  way  to  the  vicinity  of  Bellevue, 
Ohio,  where  he  worked  out  by  the  month,  and  con- 
tinued a  resident  of  the  Buckeye  State  five  years, 
and  until  coming  to  Michigan,  in  September,  1869. 

Our  subject  first  purchased,  in  Fabius  Township, 
this  county,  a  small  tract  of  land,  which  he  occu- 
pied until  the  spring  following,  then  sold  out,  and 
for  two  years  thereafter  rented  a  farm  in  Park 
Township.  Thence  he  came  to  Nottaw^a  Township 
and  rented  a  farm  two  years;  he  then  purchased  his 
present  property  near  Centreville,  where  he  lived 
until  the  spring  of  1888.  He  had  made  such  good 
headway  financially,  that  with  a  desire  to  operate 
more  land  he  rented  his  own  farm,  and  removed  to 
that  upon  which  he  now  lives.  He  possesses  all 
the  sturdy  perseverance  of  his  German  ancestry, 
and  is  a  man  prompt  to  meet  his  obligations  and  in 
all  respects  a  worthy  citizen. 

George  Hartman,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
also  a  native  of  Snyder  County,  Pa.,  and  married 
Miss  Sarah  E.  Hassenger,  of  that  region.  They 
became  the  parents  of  nine  children,  and  spent  their 
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entire  lives  in  the  Keystone  State,  dying  in  Snyder 
County.  Of  these  children  our  subject  was  the 
third,  and  live  are  still  living. 

Mr.  Hartman  was  married  in  Sandusky,  Ohio, 
Sept.  12,  1863,  to  Miss  Leah  Kline,  daughter  of 
Joseph  and  Catharine  Kline,  the  latter  of  whom 
died  in  February,  1884.  Mrs.  Hartman  was  born 
in  Snj^der  County,  Fa.,  Jan.  9,  1843,  and  lived  with 
her  parents  until  her  marriage,  receiving  her  edu- 
cation in  the  common  school.  Of  her  union  with 
our  subject  there  have  been  born  six  children: 
Hattie  W.;  Eldora,  who  died  in  childhood;  Ida  M., 
Franklin  Henry  W.  and  Mabel  E.  Hattie  is  the  wife 
of  James  Weidnt,  and  resides  in  Nottawa  Township. 
Mabel  E.  acquired  a  good  education  and  taught 
school  before  her  marriage.  Mr.  Hartman,  politi- 
cally, afliliates  with  the  Republican  party.  His 
little  farm  of  eighty -three  acres  is  provided  with 
fair  buildings  and  is  increasing  in  value  yearly. 
He  keeps  good  grades  of  live  stock,  and  carries  on 
agriculture  in  that  thorough  style  wliich  is  charac- 
teristic of  the  Peniis^dvanian. 


iT 


^?  OHN  HENRY  WORTHING  TON,  Supervisor 
of  Mendon  Towuship,  was  born  in  St.  Law- 
rence County,  N.  Y.,  March  10,  1837,  being 
the  fourth  of  twelve  children,  the  offspring 
of  William  and  Mary  (Smith)  Worthington,  who 
were  natives  of  Hull,  England.  They  were  reared 
and  married  in  their  native  city,  where  they  lived 
until  1836,  then  emigrating  to  America,  settled  in 
St.  Lawrence  County,  N.  Y.,  where  the  father  en- 
gaged in  agriculture,  and  where  they  lived  a  period 
of  six  years.  Then  coming  to  Michigan  in  1842 
they  settled  first  in  Brady  Township,  Kalamazoo 
County,  where  the  father  carried  on  agriculture, 
and  where  the  mother  died  in  1858.  William 
Worthington  is  still  living,  making  his  home  with 
his  son  Thomas  W.  in  Brady  Township,  being  now 
advanced  in  years. 

Our  subject  was  a  little  lad  five  years  of  age 
when  he  came  to  Michigan  with  his  parents,  and  he 
remained  under  the  home  roof  until  thirteen  years 
of  age.  He  thenrcomraenced  working  out  for  the 
farmers  in  his  neighborhood,  being  thus  continually 


emploj^ed  until  reaching  his  majority  and  turning 
over  his  wages  to  his  father.  After  becoming  of 
age  young  Worthington  started  out  for  himself, 
single  handed  and  alone,  and  in  order  to  better 
fortify  himself  for  the  struggle  before  him  he  joined 
hands  with  one  of  the  most  estimable  ladies  of  his 
acquaintance,  Miss  Sarah  Bourn,  their  marriage 
taking  place  at  the  home  of  the  bride  in  Mendon, 
June  30,  1858.  Their  wedded  life  began  in  ac- 
cordance with  their  means  and  position  at  a  modest 
dwelling  in  Mendon,  and  Mr,  Worthington  occupied 
himself  as  before  in  farming  until  making  his  first 
purchase  of  land  in  1862.  Upon  this  he  labored 
industriously  early  and  late  in  the  cultivation  of 
the  soil,  the  placing  of  fences  and  the  erection  of 
buildings,  until  his  homestead  bore  fair  comparison 
with  those  of  the  enterprising  men  around  him.  He 
has  now  one  of  the  finest  farms  in  his  township, 
comprising  eighty  acres  of  carefully  cultivated  land, 
which,  with  its  surroundings,  although  making  no 
pretension  to  magnificence,  is  entirely  comfortable 
and  affords  a  most  pleasant  country  home. 

Mrs.  Worthington  is  the  daughter  of  Ezra  and 
Lois  (Hicks)  Bourn,  who  were  natives  of  Onondaga, 
and  who  removed  from  Onondaga  County,  N.  Y., 
in  the  spring  of  1841  to  Southern  Michigan,  settling 
in  Mendon  Township,  this  county,  of  which  they 
remained  residents  the  balance  of  their  lives.  The 
father  departed  this  life  Aug.  5,  1863,  and  the 
mother  July  4,  1867.  They  were  the  parents  of 
four  children,  one  of  whom  is  living.  Of  these 
Mrs.  W.  was  the  youngest,  and  was  born  in  Onon- 
daga County,  N.  1.,  Dec.  11,  1837.  Of  her  union 
with  our  subject  there  have  been  born  eight  chil- 
dren. The  eldest  son,  Delmer  L.,  married  Miss 
Nettie  Keefer,  and  resides  in  Mendon ;  Ida  L.  is  the 
wife  of  Chester  Stevens,  of  Fillmore  County,  Neb. ; 
Clara^B.,  Mrs.  Edward  Troy,  lives  at  Mendon;  Lot- 
tie E.,  William  H.,  Charles  C,  Grace  M.  and  George 
I.  are  at  home  with  their  parents. 

Mr.  Worthington  has  been  quite  prominent  in 
township  affairs,  serving  as  Constable  three  terms, 
Highway  Commissioner  nine  years,  Justice  of  the 
Peace  four  years,  and  has  represented  Mendon 
Township  in  the  County  Board  of  Supervisors  also 
four  years.  He  and  his  estimable  wife  are  promi- 
nently   connected    with    the    Methodist   Episcopal 
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Church,  in  which  Mr.  W.  has  officiated  as  Steward, 
Class-Leader  and  Trustee.  Socialhs  he  belongs  to 
Blue  Lodge  No.  137,  A.  F.  &A.  M.,  at  Mendon,  and 
j)olitically,  uniformly  votes  the  Republican  ticket. 
He  is  numbered  among  the  public-spirited  citizens 
who  have  effected  the  development  of  Mendon 
Township,  and  given  to  it  its  reputation  as  a  com- 
munity of  more  than  ordinary  intelligence.  His 
amiable  wife  and  interesting  children  comprise  a 
family  of  which  any  man  may  well  be  proud. 


JAMES  SIMPSON.  The  gentleman  whose 
name  stands  at  the  head  of  this  biography 
is  a  man  of  more  than  ordinary  abilities, 
skillful  as  an  agriculturist,  thorough  and 
reliable  in  the  transaction  of  business,  and  one  who 
is  held  in  the  highest  esteem  by  the  people  of  his 
community.  A  man  seldom  idle  when  not  em- 
ployed about  his  own  concerns  he  gives  thought  to 
tha  welfare  of  the  people  around  him,  and  his  talents 
have  been  given  a  generous  recognition  by  his  fel- 
lows-citizens, who  frequently  appoint  him  to  posi- 
tions of  trust  and  responsibility.  In  his  immediate 
neighborhood  he  has  served  as  Commissioner  of 
Highways  and  School  Moderator,  and  is  a  member 
in  good  standing  of  the  United  Presbyterian 
Church.  Politically,  he  is  independent,  making  it 
a  rule  to  give  his  support  to  the  men  whom  he 
considers  best  qualified  to  serve  the  interests  of  the 
])eople. 

Of  excellent  antecedents,  our  subject  was  born  on 
the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic,  in  County  Tyrone, 
L-eland,  about  the  summer  of  1831,  and  continued 
a  resident  of  his  native  country  until  a  young  man 
twenty  years  of  age.  His  parents,  John  and  Re- 
becca (Adams)  Simpson,  also  natives  of  County 
Tyrone,  spent  their  entire  lives  in  Ireland.  Their 
family  consisted  of  five  children,  James  being  next 
to  the  youngest.  Of  the  others  three  are  still  hving. 
Mr.  Simpson  came  a  single  man  to  America 
-  about  1853,  and  making  his  way  westward  took  up 
his  abode  in  Nottawa  Township,  this  county,  of 
which  he  has  since  been  a  resident.  The  first  year 
and  a  half  after  liis  arrival  here  he  worked  out 
upon  a  farm,  then  cultivated   land  on  shares  for  a 


period  of  four  years.  Having  now  gathered  to- 
gether a  little  capital,  he  purchased  160  acres  of 
wild  land  in  Nottawa  Township,  and  which  is  in- 
cluded in  his  present  farm.  This  lies  on  section 
23,  and  Mr.  Simpson  has  occupied  it  since  the  fall 
of  1859.  Upon  it  there  were  no  improvements  at 
the  time  of  his  purchase,  and  the  greater  part  of 
it  was  covered  wath  timber.  He  set  about  felling 
the  trees  and  effecting  one  improvement  after  an- 
other, as  he  was  able,  in  the  meantime  keeping 
bachelor's  hall  for  several  years,  until  he  felt  as- 
sured that  he  would  be  equal  to  the  task  of  taking 
care  of  a  family. 

Mr.  Simpson  finally  began  to  see  his  way  clear 
to  a  comfortable  living  and  something  besides, 
and  Oct.  19,  1876,  took  unto  himself  a  wife  and 
helpmate,  Mrs.  Nettie  B.  Adams,  widow  of  Andrew 
Adams,  and  daughter  of  Charles  Dearth.  Mrs. 
Simpson  was  born  June  20,  1845,  in  Darke  County, 
Ohio,  and  spent  her  childhood  and  youth  in  Berrien 
County,  Mich.  Her  first  husband,  Mr.  Adams,  was 
a  merchant  and  farmer  by  occupation,  and  died  in 
Berrien  County,  this  State,  in  1869.  They  were 
the  parents  of  two  children,  both  daughters;  Lydia, 
at  home,  and  Olive,  wdio  died  Nov.  9,  1888.  To 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Simpson  there  have  been  born  three 
children,  the  eldest  of  whom,  a  daughter,  Rebecca, 
died  wdien  two  years  and  three  months  old.  Mary 
N.  and  James  R.  are  at  home  with  their  parents. 


^AMES  H.  RARDEEN,  one  of  the  voters 
who  in  1840  cast  their  ballot  for  Old  Tippe- 
canoe, and  again  in  1888  for  his  grandson, 
^  Benjamin  Harrison,  justly  prides  himself 
upon  the  rich  experience  which  has  been  his  during  a 
long  and  changeful  life.  He  is  now  numbered  among 
the  representative  men  of  Mendon  Township,  who 
came  to  Michigan  during  its  pioneer  days  and  as- 
sisted in  the  first  development  of  her  resources. 
A  native  of  Cayuga  County.  N.  T.,  he  was  born 
near  the  town  of  Mentz,  Jan.  20,  1814,  and  has 
consequently  more  than  passed  his  threescore  and 
ten  years. 

Daniel   Rardeen,  the  father  of  our  subject,   was 
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also  a  native  of  the  Empire  State,  and  married  Miss 
Rosetta  Moore,  wlio  was  also  born  and  reared  in  the 
same  vicinity.  The  father  was  a  farmer  by  occu- 
pation, and  the  parents  spent  their  entire  lives 
in  Cayuga  Count}^  dying  at  Mentz,  in  1841  and 
1852  respectively.  The  household  circle  was  com- 
pleted by  the  birth  of  nine  children.  James  FI.  was 
the  fifth  child,  and  spent  his  boyhood  and  youth  at 
his  father's  farm,  remaining  under  the  parental  roof 
until  a  young  man  twenty-three  years  old. 

In  the  spring  of  1837,  soon  after  Michigan  had 
been  admitted  into  the  Union  as  a  State,  Mr.  Rar- 
deen  made  his  way  to  Calhoun  County,  but  only 
sojourned  in  that  vicinity  about  three  months,  com- 
ing then  to  this  county,  and  for  a  period  of  three 
years  w^as  employed  as  a  farm  laborer.  In  the  year 
1840  he  returned  to  his  native  State,  but  in  the 
spring  following  came  back  West  and  engaged  in 
farmmg  in  Mendon  Township  until  1852.  At  this 
time,  on  account  of  impaired  health,  he  determined 
to  seek  the  Pacific  Slope,  and  started  overland  across 
the  plains,  reaching  California  after  a  journey  of 
four  months  and  one  day.  He  entered  the  mines  of 
Nevada  County,  and  was  also  employed  on  a  ranch 
during  his  sojourn  of  three  years  in  that  region. 
Then  returning  to  this  county  he  took  up  his  resi- 
dence ill  Mendon  Township,  but  about  1859  turned 
his  steps  once  more  toward  the  setting  sun,  and  was 
absent  a  period  of  five  years  in  California,  engaged 
in  mining. 

Mr.  Rardeen  returning  once  more  to  Mendon 
Township,  in  the  year  1864  located  on  the  land 
which  he  now  owns  and  occupies,  and  where  he  has 
since  lived.  This  is  eighty  acres  in  extent,  and 
upon  it  he  has  erected  good  buildings  and  effected 
the  other  improvements  necessary  to  the  comfort 
and  satisfaction  of  the  progressive  farmer.  There 
has  been  journeying  with  him  a  period  of  over 
forty-five  years  one  of  the  most  estimable  of  ladies, 
who  in  her  girlhood  was  Miss  Laura  A.  Wethy,  to 
whom  he  was  married  April  30, 1843,  in  Burlington, 
this  State. 

Mrs.  Rardeen  was  born  in  the  town  of  Galen, 
Wayne  Co.,  N.Y.,  Feb.  10,  1824,  and  is  the  adopted 
daughter  of  Ancil  I.  and  Loretta  W^ethy.  who  spent 
their  last  years  in  Burlington.  Of  this  union  there 
have  been  born  five  children,  of  whom  the  record  is 
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as follows:  Betsey  A.  is  the  wife  of  Rinaldo  Matti- 
son,  of  Mendon;  George  W.  died  when  a  little  lad 
four  years  of  age;  John  F.  is  farming  in  Mendon 
Township;  Laura  E.  is  the  wife  of  LaF'ayette  Ul- 
rich,  of  Mendon;  James  A.  died  in  infancy. 

Mr.  Rardeen,  during  his  early  manhood,  was  a 
member  of  the  old  Whig  party,  but  upon  its  aban- 
donment by  the  organization  of  the  Republicans,  in 
1856,  he  cordially  endorsed  the  principles  of  the 
latter  and  has  since  been  one  of  its  most  earnest 
adherents.  Mrs.  Rardeen  united  with  the  Free-Will 
Baptist  Church  when  a  young  girl  fifteen  3^ears  old. 

^  RS.  CATHERINE  A.  HAMILTON  occu- 
pies a  good  homestead  on  section  3  of 
Mendon  Township,  which  is  pleasantly  lo- 
cated and  embraces  230  acres  of  good 
land,  with  all  the  necessary  buildings.  This  prop- 
erty was  left  her  by  her  late  husband,  John  A.  Hamil- 
ton, who  departed  this  life  July  27,  1885.  He  was 
a  native  of  Delaware  County,  N.  Y.,  and  came  to 
the  West  about  1837.  Of  this  union  there  were 
born  five  children,  the  eldest  of  whom,  a  son, 
Thomas,  is  a  resident  of  Kalamazoo  County.  Eliza- 
beth died  at  the  age  of  eighteen  months;  the  third 
child,  an  infant,  died  unnamed ;  Elma  is  the  widow 
of  Jacob  Weinburg,  of  Kalamazoo  County ;  John 
V.  is  a  resident  of  Mendon  Township. 

Mrs.  Hamilton  was  born  in  Monmouth,  N,  J., 
Nov.  8,  1815,  and  was  the  third  in  a  family  of  six 
children,  the  offspring  of  William  and  Adeline  (Van 
Doren)  Voorhees,  both  also  natives  of  New  Jersey, 
and  the  father  born  in  Monmouth.  They  remained 
residents  of  their  native  State  for  a  time  after  their 
marriage,  then  removed  to  Lysander,  Onondaga 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  the  father  was  occupied  at  farm- 
ing, and  where  his  death  took  place  Oct.  11,  1830. 
The  mother,  about  1840,  came  to  Michigan,  and 
died  at  her  home  in  Mendon  about  1852. 

Miss  Voorhees  came  to  Ann  Arbor,  this  State,  in 
the  year  1837,  where  she  lived  three  years  with 
a  friend,  and  was  first  married,  March  23,  1840,  to 
John  C.  F.  Merritt.  Mr.  M.  was  a  native  of  West- 
chester County,  N.  Y.,  and  came  to  the  West  early 
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in  life.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Merritt  in  November  follow- 
ino-  their  marriage  came  to  this  county  and  settled  in 
Mendon  Township,  where  Mr.  Merritt  began  farm- 
ing, and  where  his  death  took  place  on  the  5th  of 
March,  1844.  not  quite  four  years  from  the  time  of 
their  marriage.  Of  this  union  there  had  been  born 
two  children:  Mary  J.,  now  the  wife  of  Myron  A. 
Fuller,  of  Grand  Traverse  County,  Mich.,  and  Sa- 
rah A.,  Mrs.  Alfred  Harper,  of  Kalamazoo  County, 
Mich. 

Our  subject  was  the  second  time  married,  in  Men- 
don Township,  Nov.  7,  1844,  to  Mr.  Hamilton.  In 
religious  matters  Mrs.  Hamilton  is  a  member  of  the 
Adventist  Church,  as  was  also  Mr.  H.  She  is  a 
lady  having  many  friends  in  her  community,  being 
very  pleasant  and  intelligent,  possessing  good  busi- 
ness capacities,  and  managing  the  property  left  her 
in  a  wise  and  judicious  manner. 

Vf/OHN  CULBERTSON.  Among  the  promi- 
nent farmers  of  Nottawa  Township,  the  sub- 
ject of  this  record  occupies  a  position  in  the 
/  front  ranks.  He  represents  property  to  the 
extent  of  215  acres  of  valuable  land,  which  is  finely 
located  on  section  6,  and  upon  which  is  a  substan- 
tial dwelling,  erected  by  his  late  honored  father. 
Adjacent  are  all  the  other  farm  buildings  necessary 
for  the  successful  prosecution  of  agriculture. 

James  Culbertson,  the  father  of  our  subject,  w^as 
born  in  County  Donegal,  Ireland,  in  the  year  1801. 
The  mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Charity  Lud- 
wig,  was  born  in  Union  County,  Pa.,  where  Mr.  C. 
settled  after  his  emigration  to  United  States,  and 
wdiere  they  were  subsequently  married.  They  lived 
there  until  coming  to  tins  county,  in  1834.  The 
father  took  up  land  on  section  6,  in  Nottaw^a  Town- 
ship, and  was  prospered  in  his  labors  as  a  tiller  of 
the  soil.  He  built  a  good  homestead,  wdiere  both 
he  and  his  excellent  w4fe  spent  the  remainder  of 
their  days.  The  demise  of  Mr.  Culbertson  occurred 
Sept.  20,  1869.  His  wife  survived  him  until  the 
20th  of  May  following.  Of  their  large  family  of 
children,  six  are  living,  and  residents  mostl}^  of 
Illinois. 

The  seventh  child  of  a  family   including  seven 


daughters  and  five  sons,  our  subject  was  born  at 
the  homestead  in  Nottawa  Township,  on  the  17th  of 
January,  1841.  He  received  the  best  education 
which  could  be  obtained  in  the  common  schools, 
and  has  from  his  youth  been  engaged  in  farming 
pursuits.  He  was  called  a  bachelor  some  time  be- 
fore his  marriage,  which  occurred  after  he  was 
thirty-two  years  old,  March  18,  1873,  when  he  be- 
came the  husband  of  Miss  Mattie  A.,  daughter  of 
Rev.  Samuel  Dunnett,  of  Abilene,  Kan.  This  es- 
timable lady  w^as  born  in  London,  Canada,  Sept.  8, 
1847,  and  received  a  careful  education,  residing 
with  her  parents  until  her  marriage. 

Mrs.  Culbertson  is  an  extraordinary  woman  in 
many  respects,  and  at  an  early  period  in  her  life 
gave  indications  of  rare  intellectual  capacities.  At 
the  age  of  sixteen  years  she  obtained  a  first-class 
certificate,  and  soon  began  teaching  scliool  at  a  sal- 
ary in  advance  of  many  who  had  followed  the  pro- 
fession for  years.  From  a  notice  gleaned  from  a 
prominent  Chicago  paper,  we  insert  the  following 
facts  in  relation  to  a  career  which  has  been  largely 
in  connection  with  public  life. 

While  engaged  as  a  teacher  Mrs.  Culbertson  by 
no  means  dropped  her  role  as  pu])il,  taking  for  her 
teachers  the  best  writers  of  the  age,  and  pursuing  a 
course  of  reading  from  Shakespeare  to  Will  Carl- 
ton, from  Bancroft  to  Hume,  and  was  at  an  early 
age  regarded  as  an  encyclopedia  of  knowledge. 
From  her  father,  the  Rev.  S.  Dunnett,  an  English- 
man originally  of  French  extraction,  one  of  the 
most  able  men  of  the  Dominion  of  Canada,  the 
autlior  of  several  books  upon  theological  subjects, 
and  one,  a  logical  treatise,  entitled  "Philosophy  of 
the  Memory,"  Mrs.  Culbertson  inherits  her  marked 
intellectuality,  good  communicative  talents,  and 
fine  executive  ability.  From  her  mother,  a  woman 
remarkable  for  her  beauty  and  grace,  she  gets  the 
poetic  elements  of  her  nature. 

At  the  time  of  the  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cul- 
bertson the  former  was  interested  in  the  growth 
and  manufacture  of  essential  oils.  He  had  traveled 
extensively  throughout  the  United  States,  besides 
visiting  Central  America  and  Europe.  It  was  upon 
the  evening  of  the  day  of  return  from  Europe  that  he 
first  met  Mrs.  Culbertson  (Miss  Mattie  Dunnett), 
and  was  at  once  attracted  to  her.  It  is  not  necessary 
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to  narrate  the  experiences  of  this  family  during  the 
panic  between  1873  and  1879,  following  soon  after 
their  marriage.  Millions  of  people  realized  how 
property  values  fell  and  money  values  rose  during 
those  dark  days  of  our  Republic;  how  good  young 
men  and  women  were  wrecked  by  that  panic,  or 
made,  as  were  those  of  this  narrative, ' 'slaves  to 
gold."  Down  went  values,  resources  tui^ned  to 
liabilities,  quiet  to  litigation,  until  the  beautiful 
home  of  the  Culbertsons,  called  Riverside,  began 
to  tremble. 

It  was  during  this  period,  though  having  the 
care  of  four  small  children,  and  though  looking 
well  to  the  ways  of  her  household  and  assisting  her 
husband  to  attend  to  a  complicated  business,  in- 
cluding one  suit  in  law  which  continued  during 
seven  years,  and  ended  in  a  decision  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  by  which  several  thousand  dollars  were  re- 
covered, that  Mrs.  Culbertson  investigated  the 
subjects  of  finance,  transportation  and  tariff,  and 
became  one  of  the  most  thorough  political  econo- 
mists in  the  Nation.  Not  only  her  friends  and  co- 
workers, but  even  her  opponents,  admit  this  fact. 
Hon.  J.  C.  Burrows,  Republican  Representative  to 
Congress  from  the  district  in  which  she  resides, 
said  in  a  private  letter,  ''Though  not  personally  ac- 
quainted with  Mrs.  Culbertson,  yet  I  know  her  by 
reputation,  and  that  she  is  a  lady  of  high  character 
and  ability,  and  worthy  of  confidence."  The  De- 
troit Tribune  added:  ''Mrs.  C.  and  her  husband  are 
Yevj  influential  in  their  party." 

The  first  public  speech  of  Mrs.  Culbertson  oc- 
curred in  1878,  at  Wasepi,  being  an  impromptu  one 
without  preparation.  Though  preceded  by  Col. 
Norton,  of  Chicago,  and  Judge  Sherwood,  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  and  a  resident  of  Kalamazoo,  Mich., 
she  was  reported  at  the  time  as  making  the  "inter- 
esting speech  of  the  occasion."  Soon  after  Mrs. 
Culbertson's  advent  into  politics,  a  fusion  was  ac- 
complished between  the  Greenback  and  Democratic 
parties,  to  which  she  was  uncompromisingly  op- 
posed, and  in  which  she  never  for  one  moment 
participated. 

At  Grand  Rapids,  in  1886,  this  lady  was  in  attend- 
ance at  the  convention  which  nominated  the  talented 
and  brilliant  George  L.  Yaple  for  Governor  of 
Michigan,   and  with   whom,  prior   to  fusion,  she 
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had  spoken  .upon  the  same  platform,  and  worked 
with  in  the  greatest  harmony.  "Why,"  said  a  man 
from  her  own  county  to  her,  "are  you  not  here  as 
a  delegate?  Do  you  not  respect  Mr.  Yaple?"  "Yes, 
very  much.  I  am  proud  of  St.  Joe  County's  gifted 
son ;  but  1  could  not  disgrace  myself,  dishonor  the 
cause,  or  discredit  womanhood,  by  being  a  delegate 
to  a  fusion  convention."  Mrs.  Culbertson  later  was 
a  delegate  of  the  Union  Labor  party  to  Cincinnati; 
was  called  upon,  and  responded  in  a  speech  full  of 
thought  and  replete  with  w4t  and  humor,  laughter 
at  times  preventing  procedure  for  several  minutes. 
It  was  duriug  one  of  those  outbursts  that  Chairman 
Streeter  gave  her  a  slip  of  paper  upon  which  was 
written  the  name  of  the  new  party,  saying,  "Read 
it  to  the  convention — they  are  in  a  good  mood  and 
will  receive  it  from  you."  She  did  so,  and  it  was 
received  with  applause.  Mrs.  Culbertson  at  that 
time  was  interviewed  by  a  reporter  of  the  Chicago 
Times ^  who  was  heard  to  remark  as  he  moved  down 
the  aisle  of  the  hall,  "That  woman  is  as  wise  as  a 
serpent  on  tariff  and  finance."  She  expressed  her- 
self as  satisfied  with  the  platform  of  the  Union 
Labor  party.  It  was  all  she  hoped  for,  yet  there 
were  things  not  in  the  platform  that  she  would 
rather  see  there  than  wear  the  best  set  of  diamonds 
in  the  world.  She  was  importuned  by  delegates 
from  many  different  States  to  grace  their  platforms 
and  aid  their  lecture  bureaus  with  her  presence. 
She,  however,  returned  to  Michigan  and  assisted  at 
home.  She  made  the  canvass  in  the  Sixth  Judicial 
District,  the  result  of  which  was  the  election  of 
George  P.  Cobb  as  Judge,  and  a  part  of  the  city 
ticket  in  Bay  City. 

It  has  been  said  of  Mrs.  Culbertson  "Her  reason- 
ing faculties  are  very  rare."  "She  is  pleasing, 
graceful  and  witty."  "Her  eloquence  is  of  the 
highest  type."  "The  true  woman's  soul  that  glows 
in  her  words  and  deeds  guarantees  her  a  place 
among  the  extraordinary  women  of  this  country." 
"She  is  perhaps  unconsciously  writing  her  name 
among  the  noble  of  the  age."  "She  has  fine  orator- 
ical powers,  and  shows  wonderful  historical  re- 
search." "She  has  an  earnestness  that  reaches  the 
heart."  "Her  lectures  are  fascinating  and  brilliant." 
"Truly  talents  are  thine,  lofty  and  bright,  the 
subtile  shaft  of  wit  and  that  keen  glance  of  intellect 
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that  reads  intuitivel}-  the  deep  and  mazy  springs 
of  human  action."  Yet  all  of  these  dwindle  into 
insignificance  and  are  dwarfed  when  compared 
to  the  gigantic  dimensions  of  this  woman's  fidelity 
to  principle  and  moral  courage.  She  sacrifices  for 
reform,  as  a  martyr  for  his  faith,  supports  as  a  dey- 
otee  his  church.  Upon  the  altar  of  industrial 
reform  she  has  laid  her  talents,  and  outside  of  her 
family,  her  loye. 

Mrs.  Culbertson  is  not  yet  middle  aged.  Her 
life  has  been  mkde  up  of  ''sunshine  and  shadow," 
an  idolized  daughter  and  a  beloyed  wife,  with  dis- 
position and  ability  to  bear  her  part  in  its  struggles. 
For  this  she  is  thankful  to  God,  in  whom  she  trusts, 
and  whose  guidance  she  uniformly  seeks  in  her 
labors.  She  has  occupied  the  platform  for  some 
eleyen  years,  and  although  her  husband  has  not 
taken  the  prominent  part  in  political  life  to  which 
she  has  been  led,  he  is  willing  to  do  whateyer  lies 
in  his  power  to  champion  the  cause  which  lies  near 
her  heart.  Of  their  union  there  ha  ye  been  born 
four  children,  who  bear  the  names,  Estella  A.,  Sher- 
man L.,  Angelo  D.  L.  and  Charles  S.  P. 

t  OUN  SCIIERMERHORN.  There  are  a  few 
men  in  eyery  community  distinguished  for 
their  intelligence,  their  liberality  and  their 
progressiye  ideas.  Among  this  class  may  be 
mentioned  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  has  im- 
proyed  the  years  of  a  long  and  pleasant  life  in  the 
acquirement  of  useful  knowledge,  and  in  dissemin- 
ating those  principles  which  haye  influenced  his  own 
career.  The  friend  of  temperance  and  good  order, 
he  is  a  pronounced  Prohibitionist,  and  in  religious 
matters  a  member  in  good  standing  of  the  Dutch 
Reformed  Church,  with  which  he  identified  himself 
many  years  ago.  He  is  residing  quietly  on  his 
pleasant  farm  in  Nottawa  Township,  and  which 
embraces  about  190  acres  of  good  land  on  section 
2 1 .  He  has  comfortable  and  substantial  farm  build- 
ings, and  by  a  life  of  industry  has  secured  a  com- 
petence for  his  declining  years. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Schenectady  County,  N. 
Y.,  at  the  modest  home  of  his  parents,  fiye  miles 
from  the  town  of  Schenectady,  Jan.  25,  1810.    His 
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father,  John  Schermerhorn,  Sr.,  and  his  mother, 
who  in  her  girlhood  was  Miss  Maria  Slater,  were 
also  natiyes  of  the  Empire  State.  John,  Jr.,  was 
the  second  born  in  a  family  of  fiye  children,  all  of 
whom  liyed  to  mature  years,  but  of  whom  four  are 
now  liying.  Our  subject  spent  the  early  years  of 
his  life  at  the  old  homestead  in  liis  natiye  county, 
engaged,  until  a  youth  of  sixteen,  in  the  yarious 
employments  connected  therewith.  He  now  com- 
menced learning  the  cooper's  trade,  which  he  fol- 
lowed until  setting  out  in  life  on  his  own  account, 
when  he  concluded  to  turn  his  attention  again  to 
agricultural  pursuits. 

The  first  property  of  young  Schermerhorn  was  a 
farm  in  Rotterdam  Township,  in  his  natiye  county, 
upon  which  he  operated  until  1866.  He  then  de- 
termined on  a  change  of  location,  and  selling  out, 
remoyed  with  his  family  westward  to  this  county, 
settling  in  Nottawa  Township,  of  which  he  has  since 
been  a  resident. 

Our  subject  was  married,  in  Schenectady  County, 
N.  Y.,  to  Miss  Rebecca  Vedder,  who  was  also  born 
there,  June  21,  1814.  This  union  resulted  in  the 
birth  of  eight  children,  and  the  mother  departed 
this  life  at  her  home  in  Nottawa  Township,  this 
county,  Sept.  4,  1887,  when  a  little  oyer  seyenty- 
three  years  old.  Their  eldest  son,  John,  died  in 
childhood;  Maria  is  the  wife  of  Cornelius  Yiele, 
and  they  are  now  liying  in  Hillsdale  County;  Edith 
married  Warren  West,  who  is  occupied  in  farming 
in  Nottawa;  Robert  is  carrying  on  farming  in  Not- 
tawa  Township;  Francis  was  a  carpenter  by  trade, 
and  died  in  Nottawa  Tow^nship,  at  the  age  of  thirtj^- 
six  years,  in  1883;  Omie  died  at  the  age  of  thirty 
years;  John  is  farming  in  Nottawa  Township,  and 
Sarah  remains  at  home  with  her  father. 
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NDREW  J.  GRAHAM,  deceased.  Few 
men  in  Leonidas  Township  were  more 
widely  or  fayorabl}^  known  than  the  sub- 
ject of  this  record.  Liberal  and  public 
spirited,  he  not  alone  labored  for  his  own  advance- 
ment, but  since  the  time  of  his  coming  here  main- 
tained a  lively  interest  in  the  progress  and  welfare 
of  the  community  about  him.     He  was  undeniably 
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one  of  those  men  who  leave  their  mark  where  they 
have  lived,  and  whose  names  are  remembered  long 
after  the}^  have  departed  hence. 

The  fifth  child  of  Orson  and  Phebe  (Bartlett) 
Graham,  our  subject  was  born  in  Italy,  Yates  Co., 
N.  Y.,  Feb.  10,  1828.  He  continued  a  resident  of 
his  native  county  until  reaching  his  majority,  then 
learned  the  carpenter's  trade,  which  he  followed  in 
the  Empire  State  afterward  for  a  period  of  eleven 
years.  He  continued  thus  emploj'ed  for  two  years 
after  coming  to  Michigan.  After  that  time  his  at- 
tention was  mostl}"  given  to  agricultural  pursuits. 
As  a  farmer  he  was  thorough  and  skillful,  and  as  a 
business  man  prudent  and  fortunate  in  his  invest- 
ments. 

Orson  Graham  was  born  in  Chester,  Windham 
Co.,  Vt.,  and  his  wife,  Phebe,  in  the  town  of  Mar- 
cellus,  Mass.  After  marriage  the  parents  of  our 
subject  settled  in  Italy,  N.  Y.,  whence  in  1848  they 
changed  their  residence  to  Lima,  in  Livingston 
County,  where  the  mother  died  a  few^  years  later. 
The  father  passed  away  in  Honeoye,  Monroe  Co., 
N.  Y.  The  parental  household  included  seven  sons 
and  three  daughters. 

Our  subject  left  Livingston  County,  N.  Y.,  in 
1852,  and  coming  to  Michigan  settled  in  the  unim- 
portant village  of  Colon,  where  he  prosecuted  his 
trade  of  carpenter  until  1854,  then  settled  upon  a 
tract  of  land  embracing  a  portion  of  section  29,  in 
Leonidas  Township.  His  first  purchase  embraced 
120  acres,  to  which  he  added  as  time  passed  on, 
and  erected  the  necessary  farm  buildings  for  the 
convenience  of  himself  and  family,  the  storing  of 
grain  and  the  shelter  of  stock.  In  the  year  1880, 
during  a  violent  storm  the  barn  and  other  buildings 
were  struck  by  lightning  and  entirely  destroyed. 
The  house  also  caught  fire,  but  was  fortunately 
saved;  he  also  lost  five  horses  by  the  fire.  Not- 
withstanding these  losses  he  was  what  may  be 
termed  prosperous,  and  was  generously  rewarded 
for  his  labors.  A  new  set  of  buildings  soon  re- 
placed the  old  ones  which  had  been  destroyed,  and 
the  farm  with  its  appurtenances  bears  fair  com- 
parison with  anything  of  the  kind  in  St.  Joseph 
County. 

For  thirty-one  years  there  walked  by  the  side  of 
our  subject  as  his  faithful  companion  and  helpmate 


a  lady  who  in  her  girlhood  was  Miss  Helen  Wilcox, 
and  to  whom  he  was  married  Sept.  19,  1857.  Mrs. 
Graham  is  the  daughter  of  Newcomb  and  Miranda 
(Stearns)  Wilcox,  who  were  natives  of  Naples,  On- 
tario Co.,  N.  Y.  There  also  they  were  reared  and 
married,  and  lived  for  a  time  afterward,  and  then, 
in  1837,  came  to  the  new  State  of  Michigan,  locat- 
ing in  Sherwood  Township,  Branch  County.  There 
the  mother  died  in  March,  1884.  Mr.  Wilcox  is 
still  living.  Their  family  included  two  sons  and 
five  daugliters,  six  of  whom  are  living. 

Mrs.  Graham  was  born  in  Naples,  N.  Y.,  May  21, 
1833,  and  was  the  fourth  child  of  her  parents.  She 
was  but  four  years  old  when  they  came  to  Michi- 
gan, and  was  reared  at  the  homestead  in  Branch 
County.  She  was  educated  at  Albion,  Mich.,  and 
taught  school  eight  years,  receiving  $16  per  month, 
the  highest  wages  she  ever  received ;  she  had  taught 
as  low  as  $6  per  month.  Of  her  brothers  and  sis- 
ters, seven  in  number,  all  were  teachers.  One  of 
her  sisters  is  at  present  a  preceptor  at  Ludington, 
Mich.  INIrs.  Graham  taught  six  days  a  week,  and 
boarded  around  among  the  neighbors.  Of  her  mar- 
riage there  were  four  children,  of  whom  the  record 
is  as  follows:  Orson  B.  married  Miss  Louisa  Beard, 
and  is  farming  in  Leonidas  Township;  Nannie  is 
the  wife  of  Clarence  Kent,  of  Union  City,  this  State; 
Lewis  B.  married  Miss  Sadie  Longenecker,  and  is 
living  on  a  farm  in  Leonidas  Township;  Harry  died 
when  a  babe  of  seven  months. 

Mrs.  Graham  has  been  a  member  of  the  Baptist 
Church  since  eighteen  years  of  age,  and  still  pre- 
serves her  interest  in  its  advancement  and  pros- 
perity. Mr.  Graham,  politically,  was  an  old-style 
Jacksonian  Democrat,  and  defended  his  principles 
with  all  the  natural  strength  of  his  character.  Con- 
sidering the  fact  that  he  came  to  Colon  Town- 
ship with  the  modest  capital  of  |300,  it  is  to  be 
acknowledged  that  he  did  well. 

The  following  extract  relating  to  the  death  of 
Mr.  Graham  is  taken  from  a  local  paper:  ^'Andrew 
J.  Graham,  a  highly  respected  citizen  of  Leonidas 
Township,  departed  this  life  Nov.  22,  1888.  He 
was  one  of  a  family  of  ten  children,  five  of  whom 
survive  him.  He  was  born  in  Italy,  Yates  Co., 
N.  Y.,  Feb.  10,  1828.  He  came  to  the  State  of 
Michigan  in  1855,  and  worked  at  his  trade,  that  of 
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a  carpenter  and  joiner.  In  1856  he  was  married  to 
Helen  N..  Wilcox,  dang-liter  of  Newcomb  Wilcox, 
of  Sherwood,  after  which  he  located  at  Colon  and 
engaged  in  manufacturing.  In  1858  he  moved 
into  the  township  of  Leonidas  and  settled  upon 
the  farm  where  he  died,  which  was  then  almost 
a  wilderness.  He  had  been  in  poor  health  for 
nearly  twenty  years,  but  bore  his  troubles  un- 
complainingly. He  was  an  upright  citizen,  and 
lived  so  that  he  enjoyed  the  esteem  and  confidence 
of  his  neighbors,  and  departed  this  life  with  the 
assurance  of  rest  in  heaven.  He  leaves  a  wife  and 
three  children  to  mourn  the  loss  of  a  kind  husband 
and  father.  In  his  last  sickness  he  was  conscious  to 
the  last,  commended  his  family  to  the  care  of  God, 
and  spoke  with  rapture  of  the   beautiful   things  he 

saw. 

'We  shall  meet,  but  we  shall  miss  him. 
There  will  be  one  vacant  chair,' 

but,  'Blessed  are  the  dead  who  die  in  the  Lord.'" 


=^EORGE  D.  CLARK.  The  pleasant  country 
(- — ,  home  of  this  gentleman,  which  forms  one  of 
Jjl  the  attractive  features  of  Nottawa  Town- 
ship, and  which  embraces  a  portion  of  section  12, 
is  one  within  which  intelligence,  culture  and  educa- 
tion are  at  once  apparent  as  the  leading  attributes. 
The  dwellers  there,  while  giving  due  attention  to 
labor  and  its  attendant  comfortable  results,  have 
most  wisely  kept  in  view  the  higher  life,  and  never 
permitted  the  acquisition  of  gain  to  infringe  upon 
those  duties  and  privileges  by  which  the  human 
race  is  distinguished  from  the  lower  animals.  Read- 
ing, thought  and  study  have  made  the  home  of  Mr. 
Clark  attractive  to  the  cultured  classes,  both  among 
friends  and  strangers. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  a  son  of  one  of  the 
honored  pioneers  of  St.  Joseph  County,  and  first 
opened  his  eyes  to  the  light  near  the  homestead 
which  he  now  occupies.  May  4,  1840.  His  father, 
Jason  Clark,  was  a  native  of  Onondaga  County, 
N.  Y.,  and  married  Miss  Lucy  A.  Dunham,  one  of 
the  associates  of  his  childhood.  They  emigrated 
to  the  Territor}^  of  Michigan  in  the  summer  of 
1834,  settling  in  the  month  of  June  on  a  tract  of 
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land  in  Nottawa  Townshii).  The  father  for  a  pe- 
riod of  ten  years  battled  with  the  elements  of  pio- 
neer life,  and  was  then  called  hence,  his  decease 
taking  place  in  1844,  when  his  son,  our  subject, 
was  a  little  lad  four  years  of  age.  The  mother  is 
still  living,  having  reached  an  advanced  age,  and 
makes  her  home^in  Kalamazoo  County. 

The  parental  family  included  five  sons  and  two 
daughters,  three  of  whom  are  living.  Of  these 
George  D.  was  the  third  in  order  of  birth.  He 
was  reared  upon  the  farm  and  conned  his  first  les- 
sons in  the  district  school.  Later  he  attended 
Colon  Seminary  and  the  Union  schools  at  Mendon 
and  Three  Rivers.  He  had  just  attained  his  ma- 
jority upon  the  breaking  out  of  the  late  Rebellion, 
and  in  September  following  enlisted  in  the  11th 
Michigan  Infantry  for  one  year.  Soon  after  re- 
ceiving his  honorable  discharge  he  again  entered 
the  ranks,  as  a  member  of  the  1st  Brigade,  3d  Divis- 
ion, 14th  Army  Corps,  and  thereafter  continued 
in  the  service  of  his  country  until  the  preservation 
of  the  Union  was  assured.  He  endured  the  usual 
hardships  and  privations  incident  to  a  soldier's  life, 
but  fortunately  escaped  wounds  and  capture,  and 
soon  after  receiving  his  honorable  discharge  at 
Springfield,  111.,  returned  to  his  native  township. 

Mr.  Clark  being  desirous  of  adding  to  his  store 
of  knowledge,  resumed  his  studies  in  the  Albion 
College,  where  he  was  graduated  from  the  com- 
mercial department,  and  upon  emerging  from  this 
institution  resumed  farming  on  a  tract  of  land  in 
Nottawa  Township.  His  first  purchase  was  eighty 
acres  on  section  12,  upon  which  he  has  effected  the 
improvements  which  we  behold  to-day.  The  resi- 
dence is  neat  and  substantial,  and  the  barn  amply 
indicative  of  thrift  and  enterprise.  Mr.  Clark 
keeps  a  goodly  assortment  of  livestock  in  the  shape 
of  cattle,  horses  and  swine,  and  to  these  gives  the 
needful  care  and  attention,  which  to  him  is  a  matter 
of  pride  as  well  as  profit.  He  has  now  ninety  acres, 
the  greater  part  of  which  has  been  thoroughly  cul- 
tivated, and  yields  abundantly  the  rich  crops  of 
this  region.  His  nearest  trading  point  is  the  town 
of  Mendon. 

On  his  return  from  the  army  Mr.  Clark  was 
united  in  marriage,  in  1869,  in  the  little  city  of 
Burr  Oak,  to  Miss  Ida  Pine.     This  lady   was  born 
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in  Hancock,  Delaware  Co.,  N.  Y.,  May  15,  1846, 
and  is  the  daughter  of  Alfred  and  Pliebe  A.  (Pat- 
rick) Pioe,  who  were  also  natives  of  the  Empire 
State.  The  former  died  in  1864;  the  latter  is  still 
living,  and  resides  with  Mr.  Clark.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Clark  there  has  been  born  one  child  only, 
Warren  P.,  who  is  now  attending  Albion   College. 

Mr.  Clark,  politically,  is  a  Republican  with  strong 
Prohibition  tendencies,  usually  voting  the  Repub- 
lican ticket.  Both  he  and  his  estimable  wife  are 
members  in  good  standing  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church,  in  which  Mr.  Clark  has  held  the  office 
of  Steward  and  Superintendent  of  the  Sunday- 
school.  As  an  ex-soldier  he  belongs  to  William  F. 
Curtenius  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  at  Mendon.  Both  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Clark  mantain  a  lively  interest  in  educa- 
tional matters,  and  in  all  the  enterprises  set  on  foot 
tending  to  the  moral  and  religious  welfare  of  the 
community,  there  they  are  found  giving  of  their 
means  and  influence.  Their  home  abounds  with 
books,  papers  and  magazines,  which  at  once  indi- 
cate the  manner  in  which  they  spend  their  leisure 
hours. 

G.  D.  Clark  has  in  his  possession  an  old  family 
Bible  in  a  good  state  of  preservation,  purchased  by 
his  grandfather  on  his  father's  side  in  1814.  It 
was  printed  in  1812.  Jason  Clark  and  Lucy  Clark, 
our  subject's  parents,  drew  up  and  signed  a  tem- 
perance pledge  m  1837,  and  kept  it  until  the  day 
of  their  death;  it  read  as  follows: 

Family  Temperance — We  this  day  solemnly 
agree  to  never  more  drink  spirituous  liquors,  except 
in  sickness.  Jason  Clark. 

Lucy  Clark. 

Mrs.  Clark  has  the  original  manuscript  in  a  fair 
state  of  preservation. 


[f^ENRY  N.  WARREN.  The  most  interest- 
\l]f  ing  period  in  the  life  of  the  subject  of  this 
/Iv^  biography,  and  one  which  he  considers  of 
the  most  importance,  was  that  spent  as  a 
Union  soldier  in  the  service  of  his  country.  To 
that  he  looks  back  upon  with  satisfaction  as  to  a 
time  in  which  he,  with  thousands  of  others,  was  tried 
and  not  found  wanting.     He  laid  down  the  musket 


for  the  plowshare  over  twenty  years  ago,  but  re- 
calls those  years  even  with  their  difficulties  and 
hardships  as  among  the  most  satisfactory  of  his  life, 
in  that  he  did  not  give  his  efforts  to  his  country  in 
vain.  He  has  since  followed  the  peaceful  pursuits 
of  agriculture,  and  for  a  period  of  over  thirty-five 
years  has  been  a  resident  of  this  county.  He  has 
now  a  good  farm  lying  on  section  24,  in  Leonidas 
Township,  where  he  has  built  up  one  of  the  most 
creditable  homesteads  within  its  limits.  He  is  a 
thorough  and  skillful  agriculturist,  a  genial,  hospita- 
ble and  companionable  man  to  meet,  and  one  with 
whom  may  be  passed  many  a  pleasurable  and  profita- 
ble hour. 

Ephraim  Warren,  the  father  of  our  subject,  and. 
his  wife,  Margaret  (Holderidge)  Warren,  removed 
from  Ontario  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1853  to  Michigan, 
and  settled  upon  a  tract  of  land  in  Leonidas  Town- 
ship, this  county.  The  father  only  lived  five  years 
thereafter,  his  death  taking  place  in  1858.  The 
mother  survived  her  husband  a  period  of  twenty- 
one  years,  remaining  a  widow,  and  departed  this 
life  at  the  old  homestead,  in  February,  1879.  The 
household  circle  included  eight  children,  five  sons 
and  three  daughters,  five  of  whom  are  living. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch,  the  third  child  of  his 
parents,  was  born  in  Naples,  Ontario  Co.,  N.  Y., 
Sept.  22,  1840.  He  became  familiar  with  farm 
pursuits  at  an  early  period  in  his  life,  and  with  the 
exception  of  the  three  years  spent  in  the  service  of 
his  country  has  bent  his  energies  in  this  direction. 
He  first  trod  the  soil  of  Michigan  in  1853,  when  a 
lad  of  thirteen  years,  and  has  since  been  a  resident 
of  Leonidas  Township. 

A  few  months  after  the  outbreak  of  the  Rebellion 
and  a  little  before  reaching  his  majority,  young 
Warren  enlisted,  Aug.  24,  1861,  in  Company  G, 
11th  Michigan  Infantry,  and  much  of  the  time 
thereafter  did  Corporal  duty.  He  participated  in 
many  of  the  important  battles  of  the  Army  of  the 
Cumberland,  and  in  the  fight  at  Mission  Ridge  was 
slightly  wounded  in  the  right  foot.  He  was  in  the 
engagement  at  Stone  River,  Chickamauga,  Mission- 
ary Ridge,  at  Atlanta  during  the  latter  part  of  the 
siege,  and  met  the  rebels  in  various  other  engage- 
ments and  skirmishes.  Otherwise  than  the  natural 
results  of  hardship  and  privation  he  came  out  com- 
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paratively  unharmed,  and  received  his  honorable 
discharge  in  1864,  being  mustered  out  at  Sturgis, 
this  State. 

Upon  returning  to  civil  life  Mr.  Warren  resumed 
his  residence  in  Leonidas  Township,  and  in  1872 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Lydia,  daughter 
of  William  and  Ann  (Stimers)  Billings.  The  par- 
ents of  Mrs.  Warren  were  both  natives  of  New 
York,  and  the  mother  spent  her  last  years  in  Michi- 
gan, dying  in  March,  1887.  The  father  is  still  liv- 
ing. The  family  consisted  of  five  children,  and 
Mrs.  Warren  was  the  second  child  of  the  family. 
She  was  born  Feb.  8,  1849,  in  Genesee  County, 
N.  Y. 

It  is  hardly  necessary  to  say  that  Mr.  Warren, 
politically,  is  an  earnest  Republican,  and  supports 
the  principles  of  his  party  in  the  conscientious 
manner  which  has  marked  all  his  sentiments  in  life. 
The  Warren  homestead  is  one  of  the  pleasantest  in 
this  part  of  the  county,  and  under  its  hospitable 
roof  gather  from  time  to  time  the  warm  friends 
whom  the  proprietor  and  his  excellent  wife  have 
gathered  around  them  by  a  straightforward  career 
which  has  been  unmarked  by  a  dishonest  deed. 
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-^11  DAMS  WAKEMAN,  at  present  residing  in 
((^Ol    Mendon  Village,  was  the  first  of  his  broth- 


ers to  locate  in  St.  Joseph  County,  whither 
he  came  in  the  fall  of  1833,  while  Michi- 
gan was  still  a  Territory.  He  located  his  first 
tract  of  land  on  section  4,  Nottawa  Township,  and 
in  the  fall  of  the  same  year  purchased  240  acres 
additional.  The  farm  has  been  nicely  improved, 
the  same  being  adorned  with  neat  and  well-ar- 
ranged buildings.  Mr.  Wakeman,  although  now  re- 
tired from  farm  life,  is  entitled  to  his  share  of  pub- 
lic honors,  which  is  the  just  due  of  all  early  set- 
tlers who  have  endured  the  trials  and  hardships 
incident  to  pioneer  life  and  prepared  the  way  that 
those  who  came  after  might  enjoy  the  fruits  of 
their  industry. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Bedford,  Westchester  Co., 
N.  Y^,  on  the  1st  of  December,  1804.  He  spent  his 
early  days  occupied  wath  the  sports  and   pastimes 


incident  to  childhood,  and  gradually  taking  his  place 
amidst  the  sterner  duties  of  youth  and  manhood. 
As  related  above,  he  made  his  advent  into  this 
county  in  1833,  and  three  years  later,  July  1, 
1836,  was  united  in  marriage  with  Mrs.  Eliza  Hart- 
ley, formerly  of  Philadelphia.  Mrs.  Wakeman  re- 
moved from  the  Quaker  State  to  this  county  in 
October,  1832,  being  a  member  of  the  first  family 
to  settle  in  Mendon  Village.  After  having  spent  a 
happy  married  life  of  nine  years,  Mrs.  W.  bid  adieu 
to  this  life,  dying  in  1845. 

On  the  18th  of  March,  1857,  after  a  lonely  life 
of  twelve  years,  Mr.  Wakeman  took  unto  himself 
another  companion  in  the  person  of  Mrs.  Susan 
B.  Reeves,  widow  of  Lucian  B.  Reeves,  who  died 
June  15,  1851,  in  Ashtabula  County,  Ohio.  By 
this  latter  marriage  our  subject  became  the  father 
of  two  children.  Belle  and  Jessie,  both  of  whom 
have  passed  away,  leaving  beliind  them  naught  but 
pleasant  memories. 

Mrs.  Susan  B.  Wakeman  is  a  native  of  Batavia, 
Genesee  Co.,  N.  Y^.,  having  been  born  there  Jan. 
30,  1821.  By  her  marriage  with  Mr.  Reeves  she 
became  the  mother  of  two  children:  Elliott  D.,  who 
died  at  the  interesting  age  of  eight  years,  and  Celia 
F.,  the  wife  of  W.  W.  Marantette;  the  latter  are 
the  parents  of  a  bright  little  boy  and  girl,  bearing 
the  names  of  Edward  Y.  and  Jessie  I. 

In  1855  our  subject  sold  his  interest  in  the  farm- 
ing business  to  his  brothers,  and  removed  to  the 
village  of  Mendon,  entering  into  a  copartnership 
with  E.  L.  Yaple.  This  connection  lasted  for  three 
years,  when  Mr.  Wakeman  purchased  the  interest 
of  his  partner,  and  took  with  him  into  the  business 
Charles  II.  Lewis,  the  firm  style  being  Wakeman 
&  Lewis,  but  which  only  continued  for  three  years, 
when  William  Harrington  was  taken  into  partner- 
ship. They  operated  together  in  an  intelligent  and 
successful  manner  for  the  following  four  years, 
when  Messrs.  Wakeman  &  Harrington  withdrew 
their  connection.  Our  subject  then  gave  his  at- 
tention to  operating  a  sawmill,  which  he  did  in  a 
very  profitable  manner  for  seven  years.  He  is  also 
the  projector  and  builder  of  the  Western  Hotel, 
which  was  destroyed  by  fire  in  1873.  Mr.  W.  at 
once  proceeded  to  rebuild  the  hotel,  the  present 
commodious  building,  which  is  known  as  the  Wake- 
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man  House.  In  June,  1876,  the  lease  of  the  hotel 
expiring,  Mr.  Wakeman  took  charge  of  it,  and 
under  the  management  of  his  son-in-law,  Mr.  W. 
W.  Marantette,  it  is  being  conducted  in  an  admir- 
able and  satisfactory  manner,  as  all  will  testify  who 
have  ever  had  the  good  fortune  to  lodge  within 
its  walls.  Mr.  Wakeman  was  also  largely  inter- 
ested in  the  stave  and  heading  factory,  which  did 
a  thriving  business  in  the  village.  He  is  a  man 
of  large  humanity  and  public  spirit,  anxious  to 
do  his  part  in  everything  that  promises  to  be  a  bene- 
fit to  his  surroundings,  whether  in  the  county  or 
in  society. 
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^fj  ONATHAN  FOGLEMAN.  On  section  26, 
in  Colon  Township,  lies  the  well-conducted 
homestead  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
eighty  acres  of  which  have  been  his  property 
since  1859.  Subsequently  he  purchased  forty  acres 
more,  and  now  has  a  good  farm  of  120  acres,  which 
he  has  brought  to  a  state  of  thorough  cultivation, 
and  erected  thereon  the  necessary  farm  buildings. 
He  has  built  fences,  planted  trees,  and  gradually 
added  the  improvements  which  have  made  his 
homestead  one  of  the  most  desirable  in  this  part  of 
the  county.  A  man  industrious  and  economical, 
he  has  carved  out  his  own  fortune  by  his  steady 
persistence,  while  at  the  same  time  his  straight- 
forward and  upright  course  has  secured  him  a  large 
measure  of  esteem  and  confidence  to  which  he  is  so 
justly  entitled. 

Conrad  Fogleman,  the  father  of  our  subject,  and 
his  wife,  who  in  her  girlhood  was  Miss  Catherine 
Walburn,  were  natives  of  Lehigh  County,  Pa.,  in 
Southeastern  Pennsylvania.  After  marriage  they 
went  over  into  Berks,  the  county  adjoining,  where 
the  father  employed  himself  as  a  day  laborer.  He 
lived  to  be  an  aged  man  and  spent  his  last  years  in 
Pennsylvania,  passing  away  on  the  7th  of  July, 
1887.  The  mother  died  while  a  young  woman,  in 
1836. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  the  eldest  of  the 
seven  children  comprising  the  family  household, 
and  was  born  Aug.  15,  1820,  in  Berks  County, 
Pa.     He   remained  under  the   home  roof   until  a 


youth  of  nineteen  years  and  received  his  education 
in  the  common  school.  Then,  in  1839,  he  pro- 
ceeded to  Ashland  County,  Ohio,  and  employed 
himself  at  farming  in  the  Buckeye  State  for  a 
period  of  twenty  years.  Upon  removing  thence  he 
came  to  this  county,  and  soon  afterward  made  liis 
first  purchase  of  land  here.  The  eighty  acres  upon 
which  Mr.  Fogleman  settled  had  scarcely  under- 
gone any  cultivation,  and  he  thus  commenced  from 
first  principles  to  build  up  a  homestead.  He  was 
married  in  Ashland  County,  Ohio,  Nov.  25,  1841. 
He  first  put  up  a  house  for  the  shelter  of  his  family 
and  gradually  added  the  buildings  which  have  com- 
pleted a  most  comfortable  homestead.  The  maiden 
name  of  Mrs.  Fogleman  was  Susan  Coup,  and  she 
is  the  daughter  of  Frederick  and  Mary  (Rice) 
Coup,  the  second  of  their  six  children,  born  Aug. 
2,   1808. 

To  our  subject  and  his  wife  there  were  born  four 
children,  the  eldest  of  whom,  Mary  Ann,  died 
Sept.  24,  1872,  at  the  age  of  twenty-nine  years. 
Sarah  Jane,  the  wife  of  Moses  Draper,  is  a  resident 
of  Colon  Township;  Frederick  is  a  resident  of 
Burr  Oak.  The  youngest  child  died  in  infancy. 
Mr.  Fogleman  votes  the  straight  Democratic  ticket 
and  vigorously  upholds  the  principles  of  his  psirty. 
He  served  as  Roadmaster  in  his  township  a  number 
of  years.  Both  he  and  his  estimable  wife  are 
members  of  the  Reformed  Lutheran  Church,  and 
of  the  Colon  Grange. 
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^^  HARLES  G.  LELAND,  whose  admirably 
(|(  kept    and    well-cultivated  farm   is  situated 

^^^y  upon  section  1,  of  Colon  Township,  is  the 
son  of  Lemuel  Leland,  who  was  born  in  Sherborn, 
Middlesex  Co.,  Mass.  His  mother,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Chloe  Morse,  was  born  near  the  same 
place.  They  continued  to  live  in  that  neighbor- 
hood until  their  death,  which  occurred,  the  former, 
Jan.  20,  1851,  the  latter,  April  7,  1859.  They 
were  the  parents  of  seven  children,  our  subject 
being  the  fourth. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  made  his  debut  in  life  ■ 
at  Sherborn,  on  the  15th  of  November,  1820.  " 
His  father  had  followed   the  trade  of  a  gunsmith,     y , 
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but  our  subject,  feeling  no  special  inclination  in 
that  direction,  preferred  an  agricultural  life,  and 
was  therefore  fully  instructed  in  all  the  depart- 
ments of  that  work.  He  lived  at  liome  until  lie 
was  about  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  from  about 
the  age  of  fourteen  or  fifteen  years  was  engaged  in 
teaming  in  different  places  in  Massachusetts  and 
New  Hampshire. 

In  1852  Mr.  Leland  went  to  California  and  was 
absent  about  two  and  a  half  years,  but  did  not 
meet  with  the  success  he  anticipated.  In  the  fall 
of  1857  he  came  to  this  county  and  settled  in 
Colon  Township,  of  which  he  has  since  been  a  resi- 
dent. He  owns  the  farm  above  mentioned,  which 
is  142  acres  in  extent.  It  is  provided  with  a  well- 
built  set  of  farm  buildings,  and  he  has  effected 
numerous  important  improvements,  bringing  the 
whole  property  to  a  fine  state  of  cultivation. 

At  Union  City,  Branch  County,  on  the  22d  of 
July,  1859,  the  union  in  wedlock  of  our  subject 
was  celebrated.  Mrs.  Leland  is  the  daughter  of 
Richard  and  Susan  (Monks)  Wilferton.  She  was 
born  in  Leonidas  Township,  on  the  16th  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1837.  They  are  the  parents  of  one  child, 
whose  name  is  Charles  L.  He  is  now  the  husband 
of  Eva  Scott,  and  is  a  resident  of  Colon  Township. 

Mr.  Leland  is  a  descendant  of  a  New  England 
family  that  has  preserved  its  full  share  of  those 
sterling  qualities  that  made  the  people  of  that  sec- 
tion the  grand  race  they  have  ever  been.  These 
qualities,  which  have  been  passed  from  generation 
to  generation  in  the  New  England  families,  have 
come  also  to  our  subject,  and  are  possessed  by  Inm 
in  no  small  measure.  His  citizenship  he  considers 
something  to  be  prized,  valued,  appreciated  and 
cherished.  He  is  loyal  and  true  to  himself,  his  fel- 
lows and  his  countrv. 
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^,  ORNELIUS  CLINE.  The  Cline  homestead 
is  conspicuous   among   the   other   valuable 

_  estates  of  St.  Joseph  County  as  comprising 
one  of  the  most  beautiful  homes  within  its  borders. 
The  proprietor,  a  man  of  wealth  and  influence,  has 
distinguished  himself  as  a  citizen  of  more  than 
ordinary  worth,   while    his  estimable  wife,  whose 


c 


amiability  and  intelligence  are  equal  to  that  of  her 
husband,  has  been,  as  it  were,  always  at  his  right 
hand,  both  in  the  building  up  of  their  homestead 
and  the  securing  an  honorable  position  among  the 
leading  members  of  their  community. 

Next  in  importance  to  a  man's  own  personal 
career  is  the  character  of  those  from  whom  he  drew 
his  origin.  William  Cline,  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  in  Montgomery  County,  N.  Y.,  and 
married  Miss  Jane  Yanderhoff ,  a  native  of  the  same 
county.  After  marriage  they  settled  on  the  Mo- 
hawk River  in  Montgomery  County,  where  the  fa- 
ther engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  and  where 
both  parents  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives. 
They  were  people  of  great  worth,  and  occupied  a 
good  position  socially  and  financially.  The  liouse- 
hold  circle  included  twelve  children,  five  of  whom 
are  living,  and  making  their  homes  now  mostly  in 
New  York. 

Our  subject  was  the  sixth  child  of  his  parents, 
and  was  born  at  the  old  homestead  in  Glenn  Town- 
ship, Montgomery  Co.,  N.  Y.,  the  birthplace  of  his 
parents,  March  3,  1818.  He  remained  under  the 
home  roof  until  a  youth  of  seventeen,  acquiring  a 
district  school  education  and  being  trained  to 
habits  of  industry  and  principles  of  honor.  At 
this  time,  starting  out  for  himself,  he  commenced 
learning  the  trades  of  tanner,  currier  and  shoe- 
maker combined,  at  which  he  served  an  apprentice- 
ship of  four  years.  He  was  occupied  at  the  trade 
as  a  journej^man  four  years  in  his  native  State,  then 
in  the  summer  of  1839,  desiring  to  see  something 
of  the  Great  West,  came  to  Southern  Michigan.  He 
also  resolved  upon  a  change  of  occupation.  He 
was  unmarried,  but  determined  to  lay  the  founda- 
tions of  a  home  before  taking  upon  himself  the  re- 
sponsibilities of  a  family. 

Mr.  Cline  made  his  first  purchase  of  land  in 
Mattison  Township.  He  occupied  himself  the  fol- 
lowing few  months  in  clearing,  but  toward  fall  wajs 
seized  with  ague,  an  ailment  common  to  that  region, 
so  left  his  land  and  resumed  work  at  his  trade  in 
Centerville  the  winter  following.  In  the  spring  of 
1840  he  came  to  Nottawa  Township  and  purchased 
the  farm  which  he  now  owns,  and  which  is  pleas 
antly  situated  near  the  shores  of  Sand  Lake.  The 
task  of  clearing  and  bringing  the  soil  to  a  produc- 
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tive  condition  has  involved  a  large  amount  of 
labor  and  considerable  money,  but  in  looking  over 
his  fertile  fields  to-daj^  Mr.  Cline  must  feel  amply 
repaid  for  his  perseverance  and  industry.  He  has  a 
fair  assortment  of  live  stock,  an  ample  supply  of 
choice  fruits,  and  in  fact  is  in  the  enjoyment  of  all 
the  comforts  and  many  of  the  luxuries  of  life. 

The  wife  of  our  subject  was  in  her  girlhood  Miss 
Rebecca  Whitney,  daughter  of  James  and  Mary 
(Frisbie)  Whitney,  who  were  natives  of  New  York 
and  emigrated  from  Orleans  County,  N.  Y.,  to 
Lenawee  County,  this  State,  at  an  early  day,  settling 
first  at  Adrian,  where  the  father  occupied  himself 
in  farming,  and  where  they  resided  five  years.  They 
came  to  this  county  in  1833,  while  Michigan  was 
still  a  Territory,  settling  in  Nottawa  Township,  in 
the  vicinity  of  Sand  Lake,  living  there  also  five 
years.  Then  they  returned  east  as  far  as  what  is 
now  Auglaize  County,  Ohio,  where  their  decease 
took  place,  at  the  ages  of  sixtj^-eight  and  sixty-six 
respectively. 

Mrs.  Cline  was  born  in  Shelby,  Orleans  Co.,  N.  Y., 
July  22,  1815,  and  spent  her  youthful  days  under  the 
home  roof  in  Orleans  and  Lenawee  Counties,  and 
March  31,  1833,  was  united  in  marriage  with  Ed- 
mond  B.  Brown,  who  came  to  his  death  by  the 
bite  of  a  horse  near  Sand  Lake,  Nov.  17,  1850.  Of 
this  marriage  there  was  born  one  child,  Marion, 
who  died  in  infancy.  Of  her  marriage  with  our 
subject  there  have  been  born  four  children,  three  of 
whom  died  in  infancy.  The  surviving  child,  a 
daughter,  Sarah  A.,  was  born  July  12,  1856,  and  is 
now  the  wife  of  Roscoe  L.  Frary,  a  well-to-do  com- 
mercial salesman.  They  have  two  children,  William 
R.  and  Helen. 

Mr.  Cline  at  one  time  was  owner  of  a  much 
larger  extent  of  land  than  at  present,  although  his 
possessions  now  are  by  no  means  small,  the  aggre- 
gate being  411  acres.  Politically,  he  is  an  uncom- 
promising Democrat,  and  although  never  an  aspir- 
ant for  office,  has  been  for  the  most  time  since  a 
resident  here  connected  with  the  School  Board  of 
the  township.  Both  he  and  his  estimable  wife  take 
a  warm  interest  in  the  upbuilding  of  their  com- 
munity, morally  and  socially,  and  although  not 
members  of  any  religious  organization,  are  decid- 
edly in  favor  of  the  establishment  and  maintenance 
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of  churches,  believing  that  they  are  needed  in 
every  community.  They  have  a  wide  circle  of 
friends,  who  are  often  welcomed  to  their  hospitable 
home,  and  in  pleasant  intercourse  perpetuate  the 
friendships  which  have  been  cemented  by  years  of 
mutual  hopes  and  labors. 


ILES  A.  DEXTER.  The  subject  of  this 
sketch  has  been  a  resident  of  Colon  Town- 
ship for  a  period  of  more  than  thirty  years, 
having  settled  here  with  his  young  wife 
in  the  year  1855.  During  this  period  he  has  de- 
voted his  attention  principally  to  farming  pursuits, 
although  some  of  the  time  working  at  his  trade  of 
carpentering.  He  has  made  good  improvements  on 
his  farm,  and  is  one  of  the  solid,  w^ell-to-do  agri- 
culturists who  live  comfortably  and  are  surrounded 
by  the  good  things  of  life.  As  a  peaceable  and 
law-abiding  citizen,  prompt  to  meet  his  obligations 
and  conscientious  in  his  business  transactions,  he 
has  earned  the  good  opinion  of  those  with  whom 
he  is  the  most  closely  associated. 

Austin  Dexter,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  a 
native  of  Massachusetts,  and  was  married  in  Mar- 
cellus,  Onondaga  Co.,  N.  Y.,  to  Miss  Anna  Tripp, 
a  native  of  that  county,  and  where  they  lived  for 
some  years  afterward.  About  1«56  they  came  to 
Michigan  and  located  on  a  tract  of  land  in  Colon 
Township.  Here  the  mother  died  the  year  follow- 
ing. The  father  returned  to  New  York  State,  and 
remained  there  until  his  death,  which  took  place  in 
Cortland  County,  about  1880.  They  were  the  par- 
ents of  four  sons,  two  of  whom  are  living,  one  a 
resident  of   Lenawee  County,  and  our  subject. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  the  third  child  of 
his  parents,  and  was  born  in  Marcellus,  Onondaga 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  April  22,  1829.  He  was  reared  to  farm 
pursuits  and  at  the  same  time  learned  the  trade  of 
carpenter,  which  he  followed  for  a  period  of  nearly 
twenty  years.  He  received  his  education  in  the 
common  schools  and  left  his  native  county  when  a 
young  man  twenty-three  years  of  age.  For  two 
and  one-half  years  thereafter  he  was  a  resident  of 
Grand  Rapids,  this  State.  In  1854,  while  still  un- 
married, he  came  to  this  county.     In  Onondaga 
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County,  N.  Y.,  about  1848,  he  made  the  acquaint- 
ance of  Miss  Huldah  Davis,  who  became  his  wife 
Dec.  11,  1855. 

Mrs.  Dexter  was  born  in  Onondaga  County,  N. 
Y.,  July  24,  1832.  and  is  the  daughter  of  John  and 
Laura  (Henderson)  Davis,  who  were  natives  of 
^ew  Yorli:,  the  former  of  Onondaga  County,  and 
the  latter  of  Washington  County.  They  both  passed 
away  in  Onondaga  County,  the  mother  about  1858 
and  the  father  in  1870.  The  five  children  born  to 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dexter  are  recorded  as  follows:  Laura 
A.  is  the  wife  of  Henry  Louder,  of  this  county; 
Susan  A.  married  William  Bower,  of  this  county; 
Huldah  E.  married  P.  A.  Thurston,  and  lives  in 
Colon  Township;  Belle  A.,  Mrs.  A.  C.  Heinbaugh, 
is  a  resident  of  Bronson  ;  Willie,  an  adopted  son, 
and  Lucian  A.  are  at  home  with  their  parents. 

Mr.  Dexter  is  a  very  intelligent  man  and  keeps 
himself  well  informed  upon  current  events.  He  is 
broad  and  liberal  in  his  ideas  concerning  religious 
matters,  and  in  politics  votes  the  straight  Repub- 
lican ticket.  He  has  held  the  office  of  Justice  of 
the  Peace  for  several  years,  and  has  also  served  as 
Highway  Commissioner  and  in  the  other  minor  of- 
fices of  the  township.  Lie  lakes  a  lively  interest 
in  educational  matters,  believing  in  the  establish- 
ment of  schools  and  giving  to  the  young  all  the 
advantages  which  will  make  of  them  good  and 
worthy  citizens.  His  homestead  forms  one  among 
the  many  of  St.  Joseph  County  which  are  noticea- 
ble as  the  result  of  the  thrift  and  enterprise  of  the 
proprietor. 
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ILLIAM  JOHKSON.  Among  the  people 
'//  of  the  quiet  little  community  of  Nottawa 
/  Village  there  are  few  held  in  higher  regard 
than  the  subject  of  this  sketch  and  his  estimable 
wife.  The  offspring  of  an  excellent  family  of  Scan- 
dinavian birth  and  ancestry,  our  subject  first  opened 
his  eyes  to  the  light  in  Norway,  July  4,  1842.  His 
parents,  John  and  Catherine  Johnson,  were  natives 
of  the  same  part  of  the  world,  and  emigrated  to 
Caiiada  when  their  son  William  was  a  child  nine 
years  of  age. 

Our  subject  remained  in  the  Dominion  until  1863, 

when  he  came  over  into  ''the  States,"  and  for  six 
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months  was  a  resident  of  Detroit,  working  at  his 
trade  as  a  boot  and  shoe  maker.  Then  returning 
to  Canada,  he  sojourned  with  his  parents  about  six 
montlis,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  returned  to 
Michigan,  and  making  his  headquarters  at  Sturgis, 
commenced  getting  out  timber  and  building  bridges 
for  the  Grand  Rapids  &  Indiana  Railroad,  at  which 
he  was  employed  about  one  month.  Later  he  en- 
gaged in  the  boot  and  shoe  business,  about  this 
time  taking  up  his  residence  in  Nottaw^a,  where  he 
has  since  lived,  following  the  aforesaid  business, 
and  enjoys  a  good  patronage  from  the  best  people 
of  this  part  of  the  county. 

Our  subject  found  a  companion  and  helpmate 
after  coming  to  Nottawa  Township,  being  married, 
Oct.  4,  1866,  to  Miss  Marion,  daughter  of  Alvin 
and  Sarah  (Oviatt)  Hoyt.  The  parents  of  Mrs, 
Johnson  were  natives  of  New  Hamf)shire  and  New 
York  respectively,  and  came  to  Michigan  in  the 
pioneer  days,  spending  their  last  years  in  Colon 
Township.  The  mother  died,  however,  in  middle 
life,  in  1848.  The  father  survived  her  a  period  of 
thirty-two  years,  passing  away  on  the  12th  of  April, 
1880.  Their  household  consisted  of  three  children 
only,  a  son  and  two  daughters — Philo,  Marietta  and 
Marion. 

Mrs.  Johnson,  a  native  of  this  county,  was  born 
in  Colon  Township,  July  4,  1843,  being  exactly 
one  year  younger  than  her  husband,  consequently 
they. can  celebrate  their  birthdays  together  with 
American  Independence.  She  was  reared  under 
the  home  roof,  continuing  a  member  of  the  parental 
household  until  her  marriage.  Of  this  union  there 
have  been  born  four  children,  namely :  Sarah,  who 
died  when  an  interesting  little  girl  of  six  years; 
Philo  W.,  Jesse  H.  and  Martha  W.  Mr.  Johnson 
having  left  his  native  land  when  a  babe  is  fully 
equal  to  a  native-born  American,  and  has  become 
thoroughly  identified  with  the  institutions  of  his 
adopted  country.  Lie  is  a  stanch  supporter  of 
Republican  principles,  and  has  held  the  office  of 
Director  in  his  school  district  a  period  of  three 
years. 

The  parents  of  Mr.  Johnson  landed  in  Canada 
during  the  building  of  the  Great  Western  Railroad. 
The  mother  lived  only  a  short  time  after  coming  to 
this  country,  and  the  father  of  our  subject  died  ^ix 
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months  later.  Three  children  were  thus  left  in 
orphanage,  two  being  girls,  Mary  and  Catharine. 
One  little  daughter,  Annie,  an  infant,  died  on  the 
ocean  and  was  buried  at  sea;  Mary  is  now  the 
widow  of  Robert  Hunter,  of  Titusville,  Pa. ;  Cath- 
erine married  James  Taylor,  and  died  near  Paris, 
Canada. 

After  the  death  of  the  parents,  our  subject  being 
the  eldest  child  as  soon  as  old  enough  exercised  a 
brotherly  supervison  over  his  sisters,  looking  after 
their  welfare  and  assisting  them  as  he  was  able 
until  their  marriage.  He  began  his  apprenticeship  at 
the  shoemaker's  trade  when  a  youth  of  eighteen  j^ears, 
serving  tiiree  years,  and  later  worked  as  a  journey- 
man. For  a  man  who  from  the  first  was  dependent 
upon  his  own  resources  he  has  certainly  done  well. 
He  was  furnished  by  kindly  Nature  with  a  resolute 
and  persevering  disposition,  and  those  inherent  quali- 
ties of  honesty  and  integrity  which  are  of  far  more 
value  than  riches,  and  which  will  serve  to  guide 
every  man  possessing  them  safely  through  the  tur- 
moils of  life.  Mrs.  Johnson  is  a  lady  haviiig  all 
the  womanly  virtues,  and  is  highly  spoken  of  by 
those  who  have  known  her  for  so  many  years. 
They  enjoy  an  extensive  acquaintance  in  Nottawa 
and  vicinity,  where  they  have  built  up  for  them- 
selves a  record  of  which  their  children  need  never 
be  ashamed. 
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i^^  ENRY  COPENHAFER.  One  of  the  neat- 
est farms  in  Colon  Township  is  pleasantly 
located  on  section  21,  and  includes  160 
acres  of  land,  with  tasteful  and  substantial 
farm  buildings.  There  is  an  air  of  thrift  and  en- 
terprise about  the  place  which  speaks  well  for  the 
careful  habits  of  the  proprietor.  Here  we  behold 
the  picture  of  a  home,  the  proprietor  of  which,  with 
his  little  family,  enjoys  all  of  the  comforts  and 
many  of  the  luxuries  of  life.  No  small  share  of 
this  is  due  to  the  wife  and  mother,  who  has  stood 
bravely  up  by  the  side  of  her  husband  in  his  efforts 
to  obtain  a  home  and  a  competence,  and  who  is  at 
once  noticeable  as  a  lady  of  more  than  ordinary 
intelligence. 
/The  Copenhafer  family  traces  its  origin  to  the 
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Empire  of  Germany.  Henry,  the  father  of  our 
subject,  was  born  in  York  County,  Pa.,  and  married 
Miss  Elizabeth  Snelbacher,  who  w^as  also  born  there. 
After  uniting  their  lives  and  fortunes  they  settled 
not  far  from  the  place  of  their  birth,  in  York 
Count3%  and  there  spent  the  remainder  of  their 
lives.  The  father  was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  an 
honest  man  and  a  good  citizen,  and  the  mother 
carefully  trained  her  children  in  those  habits  of  in- 
dustry and  principles  of  honor  by  which  they  be- 
came valued  and  useful  members  of  society.  The 
family  included  three  sons  and  one  daughter,  two 
of  whom  are  living,  and  residents  of  Iowa  and  this 
county. 

Henry  Copenhafer,  Jr.,  was  the  second  child  of 
his  parents,  and  was  born  in  Newberry  Township, 
York  Co.,  Pa.,  Nov.  4,  1826.  He  spent  his  boy- 
hood and  youth  after  the  manner  of  most  farmers 
sons,  receiving  an  ordinary  education  in  the  com- 
mon schools.  Later  he  learned  the  carpenter's  trade, 
which  he  followed  a  good  many  years  in  different 
places  in  Pennsylvania,  Ohio  and  Michigan.  He 
was  married  in  his  native  State,  and  came  to  this 
county  with  his  wife  and  five  children  in  the  spring 
of  1867.  They  first  took  up  their  residence  in 
Park  Township,  where  our  subject  cultivated  a  tract 
of  land,  and  where  he  lived  until  the  fall  of  1874. 
The  family  then  changed  their  residence  to  the 
present  farm,  which  was  far  less  valuable  than  at 
the  present  time,  being  mostly  in  an  uncultivated 
state.  He  has  cleared  the  greater  part  of  the  land 
and  erected  good  buildings,  including  a  dwelling 
more  than  ordinarily  tasteful  and  convenient. 

Miss  Eliza  Good  became  the  wife  of  our  subject 
on  the  5th  of  November,  1854,  their  marriage  tak- 
ing place  at  the  home  of  the  bride  in  York  County, 
Pa.  This  lady  is  the  daughter  of  Christian  and 
Henrietta  (Zorger)  Good,  natives  of  that  count\% 
where  they  were  reared,  married,  and  spent  their 
entire  lives.  They  had  a  family  of  eleven  children, 
seven  of  whom  lived  to  mature  years,  and  of  the 
latter  Eliza  was  the  eldest.  She  was  born  in  Con- 
newago,  Pa.,  Jan.  18,  1835,  and  like  her  mother 
before  her,  has  also  given  birth  to  eleven  children, 
seven  of  whom  have  lived  to  manhood  and  woman- 
hood. The  four  deceased  died  in  infancy.  The 
survivors  are;  Emanuel,  who  is  married  and  a  resi- 
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dent  of  Mendon  Township;  Hyman,  Ira,  Minnie 
and  Milly  (twins),  George  E.  and  Alvin  J.  With 
the  exception  of  the  married  son,  they  are  all  at 
home  with  their  parents. 

Mr.  Copenhafer  is  a  stanch  supporter  of  Repub- 
lican principles.  He  has  never  sought  office,  but 
has  been  willing  to  serve  his  township  when  it 
seemed  best,  as  Road  Overseer  and  in  other  simple 
positions.  Both  he  and  his  excellent  wife  are  mem- 
bers in  good  standing  of  the  Reformed  Lutheran 
Church. 
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^  DAM  MILLER.  The  subject  of  this  sketch, 
whose  portrait  is  presented  on  the  oppo- 
1|\  site  page,  is  spoken  of  as  one  of  the  most 
active  and  enterprising  farmers  of  Fawn 
River  Township,  and  one  of  the  most  useful  mem- 
bers of  his  community.  He  owns  and  operates  a 
fine  farm  of  250  acres,  upon  which  he  lias  made 
good  improvements,  bringing  the  soil  to  a  fine  state 
of  cultivation,  and  erecting  the  buildings  necessary 
for  the  comfort  of  his  family,  the  shelter  of  stock 
and  the  storing  of  grain. 

Mr.  Miller,  a  native  of  Highland  County,  Ohio, 
was  born  April  3,  1825,  and  is  the  son  of  Jacob 
and  Elizabeth  Miller,  who  were  natives  of  Penn- 
sylvania. Upon  leaving  the  Keystone  State  after 
their  marriage,  they  became  residents  of  Highland 
County,  Ohio,  and  thence  emigrated  in  1830  to 
Lagrange  County,  Ind.,  settling  on  a  tract  of  land 
within  one-half  a  mile  of  which  sprang  up  the 
town  of  Greenfield.  Their  family  included  twelve 
children,  nine  sons  and  three  daughters.  Of  these, 
besides  our  subject,  George,  James  and  David  are 
residents  of  this  county ;  Daniel,  a  retired  farmer 
in  good  circumstances,  is  a  resident  of  the  city  of 
Sturgis;  Christena,  the  widow  of  Locy  Young, 
lives  in  Sedgwick  County,  Kan.;  Sarah,  Mrs.  Elam 
Robbins,  is  a  resident  of  Boone  County,  Iowa; 
Henry  lives  somewhere  in  the  Far  West;  William 
is  farming  in  Will  County,  III.;  the  entire  twelve 
lived  to  mature  years  but  three,  and  all  are  still 
living. 

The  father  of  our  subject  died  when  compara- 
tively a  young  man,  in  1838,  and  his  remains  were 
laid  to  rest  in  Greenfield  Township,  Lagrange  Co., 


Ind.  He  was  a  man  of  more  than  ordinary  abilities, 
was  very  successful  in  his  farming  operations,  and 
became  owner  of  an  entire  section  of  land  in  La- 
grange County.  He  was  straightforward  and  con- 
scientious in  liis  dealings,  and  a  member  in  good 
standing  of  the  German  Lutheran  Church.  The 
mother  survived  her  husband  a  period  of  thirty 
years,  remaining  a  widow,  and  spent  her  last  days 
with  her  son  Daniel,  dying  in  1868,  at  the  age  of 
seventj^-eight  years. 

Our  subject  was  a  little  lad  five. years  of  age 
when  he  accompanied  his  parents  to  Indiana,  and 
lie  continued  with  them  there  until  his  marriage,  in 
1848.  His  bride.  Miss  Kancy  Van  Ausdul,  was 
born  in  1829,  in  Indiana,  and  was  the  daughter  of 
Caleb  and  Elizabeth  Van  Ausdul,  who  removed 
from  Ohio  to  Greenfield  County,  Ind.,  and  then 
returned  to  Champaign  County,  Ohio,  where  the 
father  died  in  1840,  and  the  mother  about  1860. 

To  Adam  and  Nancy  Miller  there  were  born 
nine  children,  of  whom  eight  are  living.  The 
mother  died  at  her  home  in  Fawn  River  Township, 
March  28,  1871.  Their  eldest  daughter,  Louisa  J., 
is  the  wife  of  William  E.  Bryant,  of  Fawn  River; 
Elizabeth  is  the  widow  of  Porter  Bodish,  of  Fawn 
River;  William  continues  a  resident  of  Lagrange 
County,  Ind.;  Edward  A.  is  farming  in  Oregon; 
Alfred  A.  operates  a  farm  in  Fawn  River  Town- 
ship; L.  J.,  Mary  J.  and  Emma  R.  are  at  home 
with  their  father.  The  daughters  attend  to  the 
domestic  concerns  of  the  home,  and  watch  over 
the  comfort  of  their  father  with  filial  affection. 
They  are  surrounded  by  all  the  comforts  of  life, 
and  enjoy  the  frienship  of  the  best  people  of  the 
county. 

_ ^^ ^ 

^p^EY.  LUTHER  B.  GOODRICH,  with  his  ex- 
jl^  cellent  and  amiable  partner,  is  spending  the 
/.few,  evening  of  life  quietly  and  peacefully  in  the 
\^ enjoyment  of  a  pleasant  rural  home,  located 
on  section  14,  in  Nottawa  Township.  He  came  to 
Michigan  during  its  Territorial  days,  in  the  sum- 
mer of  1835,  and  shortly  afterward,  in  the  month 
of  June,  purchased  120  acres  of  land,  which  he  set- 
tled upon  in  the  autumn  following.  Upon  this  a 
furrow  had  never  been  turned,  and  Mr.  Goodrich, 
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then  a  young  man,  began  with  all  the  energy  of  his 
character  to  battle  with  the  elements  of  the  new 
soil,  and  the  other  difficulties  attendant  upon  pio- 
neer life.  The  first  modest  dwelling  was  erected 
in  due  time,  and  remained  the  abode  of  himself  and 
his  little  family  until  the  fall  of  1867,  when  they 
took  possession  of  that  which  they  now  occupy, 
and  which  for  a  period  of  over  twenty  years  has 
sheltered  them  in  ease  and  comfort. 

The  main  points  in  a  career  of  more  than  usual 
interest  are  as  follows:  Luther  B.  Goodrich  was 
born  in  Naples,  Ontario  Co.,  N.  Y.,  June  12, 1805, 
and  is  the  son  of  Jason  Goodrich,  a  carpenter  by 
trade,  also  a  clothier  and  cloth  dresser.  The  lat- 
ter, however,  preferred  the  first-named  occupation, 
and  to  this  gave  most  of  his  time  and  attention. 
He  married  Miss  Lovina  Clark,  and  they  became 
the  parents  of  twelve  children,  of  whom  Luther  B. 
was  the  second  born.  Of  this  large  family  all  have 
passed  away,  both  parents  and  children,  our  sub- 
ject being  the  sole  survivor.  The  parents  were 
natives  of  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut,  and  spent 
the  latter  part  of  their  lives  in  St.  Joseph  County, 
where  their  decease  occurred  respectively  about 
1845  and  1835. 

Young  Goodrich  remained  a  member  of  the  pa- 
rental household  until  reaching  his  majority,  assist- 
ing his  father  at  carpentering,  and  otherwise 
occupying  himself  as  required.  Upon  leaving 
home  and  starting  out  for  himself,  he  took  up  his 
residence  in  Steuben  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  lived 
from  1832  until  1835,  and  thence  came  to  Michigan 
Territory.  He  was  first  married,  in  Steuben  County, 
in  1829,  to  Miss  Clarissa  Noble,  at  the  home  of  the 
bride.  They  commenced  the  journey  of  life  to- 
gether, and  there  were  born  to  them  seven  children, 
three  of  whom  are  living — Claudius  L.,  Dwight  N. 
and  Mary.  The  wife  and  mother  departed  this  life 
at  her  home  in  Nottawa  Township,  July   19,    1850. 

Mr.  Goodrich,  Jan.  1,  1851,  contracted  a  sec- 
ond marriage,  with  Miss  Mary  H.  Doughty.  The 
children  of  this  union,  five  in  number, were  named  re- 
spectively:  KoscoeB.,Charles  D.,  Hector  (deceased), 
Helen  and  Claude.  Mrs.  Mary  II.  Goodrich  died 
at  the  homesteacl,  Sept.  14,  1861.  On  the  16th  of 
February,  1865,  our  subject  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Mrs.  Margaret  (Martin)  Parker,  widow  of  Rev. 

■^  


Azel  Parker,  a  minister  of  the  Baptist  Church.  Mr. 
Parker  died  in  Mottville,  this  county,  in  1862. 

Mrs.  Margaret  Goodrich  was  born  in  Fairfield 
County,  Ohio,  Oct.  7,  1823,  and  is  the  daughter  of 
Ellison  and  Jane  Martin,  who  were  natives  of 
Pennsylvania,' and  spent  their  last  years  in  Ohio 
and  Indiana.  Of  this  marriage  there  are  no  chil- 
dren. 

Mr.  Goodrich,  upon  coming  to  this  county,  was 
at  once  recognized  as  a  valuable  addition  to  the 
community,  being  a  man  of  more  than  ordinary 
intelligence  and  business  capacities.  Kind,  hospita- 
ble, and  possessing  the  true  Christian  spirit,  he  en- 
deavored to  assist  those  around  him  as  opportunity 
presented,  and  while  discharging  the  duties  of  the 
various  positions  of  trust  and  responsibility,  also 
officiated  as  a  local  preacher  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church  for  a  long  term  of  years.  As  a  pulpit 
orator  he  was  easy  and  effective,  convincing  in  his 
argument,  and  one  to  whom  the  people  always 
listened  with  pleasure  and  profit.  He  was  ordained 
in  September,  1852.  He  was  an  exhorter  a  num- 
ber of  3^ears  previously.  Politically,  he  favors  the 
principles  of  the  Republican  party,  and  although 
steadfastl}^  declining  the  responsibilities  of  office  in 
his  later  years,  he  at  one  time  officiated  as  Justice 
of  the  Peace  for  a  term  of  five  years,  with  great 
credit  to  himself  and  satisfaction  to  the  people  of 
his  township.  He  has  now  more  than  spanned  his 
fourscore  years,  and,  looking  back  upon  a  life  filled 
with  good  impulses,  and  endeavoring  to  discharge 
its  duties  in  a  praiseworthy  manner,  has  earned  for 
himself  not  only  the  abiding  respect  of  the  people 
around  him,  but  the  hope  of  something  beyond. 


fj\ALENTINE  BEADLE  is  a  prosperous  and 
^  highly  respected  farmer  and  stock-raiser  re- 
siding on  section  6,  Fabius  Township.  He 
is  a  native-born  citizen  of  St.  Joseph  County,  his 
birth  having  taken  [)lace  in  Flowerfield,  April  10, 
1831.  His  parents,  Michael  and  Ruth  (Bidwell) 
Beadle,  were  numbered  among  the  earliest  pioneers 
of  this  county,  coming  here  from  Seneca  Count}^ 
Ohio,  in  1827.  The  father  was  a  millwright  by 
trade,  an   industrious,  whole-souled   man.     He   was 
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fond  of  the  hunt,  and  was  very  expert  in  the  use  of 
the  rifle,  and  did  much  to  clear  the  primeval  forests 
of  this  region  from  the  dangerous  animals  that  once 
haunted  it.  His  useful  career  was  cut  short  by  death 
while  he  was  yet  in  the  meridian  of  life.  His  widow 
was  thus  left  to  battle  alone  and  to  support  her 
family  as  best  she  could.  She,  however,  possessed 
a  brave,  unfaltering  spirit,  and  proved  equal  to  the 
emergency,  managing  to  keep  her  children  with  her 
and  to  provide  for  them  until  her  death,  in  1849. 

Our   subject  was  the  youngest  child  in  a  family 
of  nine,  and  owing  to  his  father's  early  death  he  was 
reared  to  a  life  of  labor,  and  scarcely  had  an  oppor- 
tunity to  attend  school,  but  with  a  persistency  un- 
der difficulties  that  would  have  deterred  many  from 
making  the  attempt,  he  managed  to  secure  enough 
education  so  that  he  can  attend  to  business.     After 
the   death  of  his  mother  he  was  thrown  altogether 
on   his  own   resources,  and  being  strong,  energetic, 
and    willing    to    work   at  anything  that  his  hands 
found    to   do,  he  made  his  own  way  in  the  world. 
He  finally  gathered  together  enough  of  this  world's 
goods  to  enable  him  to  marry  and  establish  a  home 
of  his  own,  and  to  Miss  Rebecca  Shepherdson,  whom 
he  had  invited  to  share  life's  pleasures  and  sorrows 
with  him,  he  was  united  in  the  sacred  bond  of  mar- 
riage- Oct.  11,  1860.     She  has   been  to  him  a  wise 
counselor  and  a  ready  helper,  and  to  their  children 
a  careful  and  tender  mother.     She  is  a  daughter  of 
Joseph  and  Rebecca  (Rathburn)  Shepherdson,  na- 
tives  of  New  York,  of  English  descent.     Mrs.  Bea- 
dle was  born  May  13,  1833,  in  New  York,  and  was 
very   small    when   her   parents   came  to  Michigan. 
She  is  the  second  child  in  order  of  birth  of  the  five 
born  to  her  mother.      (For  further  parental  history 
see  sketch   of  her  brother,  Abner  P.  Shepherdson, 
which  will  be  found  on  another  page  of  this  volume. 
Soon  after  marriage  Mr.  Beadle  moved  toFabius 
and,  though  he  has  moved  three  or  four  times  since 
then,  he  has  never  been  out  of  sight  of  his  present 
home.     He  owns   eighty-five  acres  of  fine  farming 
land ;  has  an  orchard  of  about  200  apple  trees,  from 
which  he  derives  a  good  yearly  income.    He  has  his 
land     under    good    tillage,    has    comfortaV)le    farm 
buildings,  and  everything  about  the  place  indicates 
thrift  and  good  management.   Mr.  Beadle  is  a  prac- 
tical, keen-sighted   man,  honest  and   upright  in. his 


dealings,  and  thoroughly  deserves  the  respect  and 
esteem  in  which  he  is  held  in  this  community.  He 
has  three  sisters  living  in  this  county:  Mrs.  Clara- 
vina  Stowell,  who  resides  in  Burr  Oak  Township; 
Mrs.  Ruth  Hopkins  and  Mrs.  Dolly  Ann  Seelye. 

The  union  of  our  subject  and  his  amiable  wife 
has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  five  children,  of 
whom  four  are  living,  of  whom  the  following  is  re- 
corded:  David  v.,  born  Dec.  21,  1862,  now  lives 
in  Oceana  County,  Mich.;  Mary  D.,  born  Nov.  3, 
1867,  received  a  fine  education  and  is  a  successful 
teacher,  commencing  to  follow  that  profession  when 
a  mere  girl;  William  M.,  born  Nov.  29,  1870;  Ruth 
A.,  Jan.  11,  1874. 

Mr.  Beadle  was  drafted  during  the  late  war,  but 
as  his  circumstances  were  such  that  he  could  not 
leave  home,  he  hired  a  substitute,  paying  forty 
acres  of  land  therefor.  Our  subject,  holding  sub- 
stantially the  same  views  on  political  questions  as 
his  father,  an  old-line  Whig,  was  identified  with  the 
Republican  party  until  the  formation  of  the  Green- 
back party,  when  he  joined  its  ranks. 


AVID  0LNP:Y,  Supervisor  of  Leonidas 
Township,  is  the  owner  of  one  of  its  best 
farms,  on  section  19.  He  is  a  son  of  Joseph 
Olney,  one  of  the  honored  pioneers  of  the 
county,  who  came  to  Michigan  before  it  had  been 
transformed  from  a  Territory  into  a  State,  and  se- 
curing ownership  of  a  tract  of  land  in  Mendon 
Township,  battled  with  the  elements  of  a  new  soil 
for  a  time,  and  then  removed  to  Nottawa  Town- 
skip.  A  few  years  later  he  purchased  a  residence 
in  Mendon,  and  retired  from  active  labor.  His 
death  took  place  at  the  residence  of  his  son,  our 
subject,  May  31,  1887. 

Joseph  Olney.  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  Saratoga,  N.  Y.,  April  14,  1820,  and  was  unmar- 
ried when  coming  to  this  county.  Not  long  after- 
ward, however,  he  married^  Miss  Sarah  Barnabee, 
who  was  born  Feb.  14,  1830,  and  came  with  her 
parents,  Stephen  and  Mehi table  Barnabee,  to  this 
county  when  quite  young.  Their  first  residence  in 
Michio-an  was  in  Kalamazoo  County,  at  a  time  when 
its  people  were  few  and  far  between.     The  father 
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was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and  both  parents  spent 
the  Last  years  of  their  lives  in  tliis  coimty,  the  father 
dying  in  Mendon  Township,  May  30,  1886,  and  the 
mother  at  the  home  of  her  daughter  in  Leonidas 
Township. 

To  the  parents  of  our  subject  were  born  eight  chil- 
dren, six  of  whom  lived  to  mature  years:  David, 
our  subject;  Elon,  who  died  March  15,  1887; 
Martha,  the  wife  of  Henry  Mowry,  of  Branch 
County;  Marj^,  who  became  the  wife  of  M.  Milton 
Mcintosh,  and  died  in  Nottawa  Township;  Frank- 
lin, a  resident  there,  and  Elizabeth,  Mrs.  Henry 
Powers,  of  tlie  same.  David,  our  subject,  was  born 
in  Mendon  Township,  April  11,  1847.  His  boy- 
hood and  youth  were  spent  after  the  manner  of 
most  farmers'  sons,  and  he  remained  a  member  of 
the  parental  household  until  twenty-two  y  vars  old. 
Upon  leaving  home  lie  selected  a  tract  of  land  in 
Leonidas  Township,  where  he  entered  upon  the 
serious  business  of  his  life,  the  building  up  of  a 
home  and  the  accumulation  of  a  competence.  His 
labors  as  an  agriculturist  have  been  crowned  wdth 
more  than  ordinary  success.  He  wisely  invested 
his  surplus  capital  as  time  passed  on  in  additional 
land,  property  secure  from  tlie  burglar,  and  wliich 
could  not  be  carried  off  to  Canada  by  the  dis- 
honest l)ank  casliier.  His  real  estate  now  embraces 
310  broad  acres,  upon  which  he  has  erected  a  line 
set  of  frame  buildings,  amply  adapted  to  the  re- 
quirements of  tlie  modern  and  progressive  agri- 
culturist. His  enterprise  and  industry  have  been 
evinced  at  every  turn  in  liis  life,  and  he  has  long 
been  looked  upon  as  one  of  the  most  substantial 
men  of  his  community,  one  who  could  be  depended 
upon  to  further  its  best  interests,  morallj-,  educa- 
tionally and  iinancially.  He  has  left  no  stone  un- 
turned in  the  encouragement  of  those  projects 
which  should  bring  his  township  to  the  standard 
adopted  by  the  intelligent  communities  of  South- 
ern Michigan. 

For  a  period  of  sixteen  years  there  has  walked 
by  the  side  of  our  subject  in  the  most  intimate  re- 
lation of  life  a  lady  who  in  her  girlhood  was  Miss 
Marietta  Foote,  and  who  became  his  wife  at  tlie 
home  of  her  parents  in  Leonidas  Township,  May 
16,  1872.  Mrs.  Olney  was  born  in  Orleans  County, 
N.  Y.,  June  27,  1850,  and  is  the  daughter  of   Er- 
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win  W.  and  Hester  M.  (Montrose)  Foote.  Erwin 
W.  Foote  was  born  in  Ridgeway,  Orleans  Co.,  1^. 
Y.,  April  6,  1816.  His  wife,  Hester,  was  born  in 
Poughkeepsie,  Dutchess  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Jan.  26,  1816. 
They  are  now  residents  of  Mendon,  and  in  the  en- 
J03^ment  of  a  good  home. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Olney  there  have  been  born 
five  children,  namely:  Maude,  Mildred,  Pearl,  Jo- 
seph and  A^erne.  Mildred  and  Joseph  are  deceased. 
Mildred  was  born  Aug.  26,  1875,  and  died  Nov. 
10,  1877;  Joseph  was  born  Nov.  5,  1877.  There 
are  few  whose  lives  pass  placidly  without  some 
break  or  sorrow,  but  w^ith  the  exception  of  the  loss 
of  these  little  ones,  the  history  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Olney  illustrates  that  of  people  more  than  usually 
blessed  by  Providence.  That  they  have  been  de- 
serving of  this  is  acknowledged  by  the  people  who 
have  known  them  long  and  well,  and  who  have  ex- 
tended to  them  a  generous  measure  of  esteem  and 
confidence. 


^^  FORGE  H.  MOHNEY.  Among  the  intelli- 
i|[  ^^  gent  citizens  of  St.  Joseph  County  who  are 
^\^^  conducting  its  farming  and  stock-raising 
interests,  and  are  the  principal  factors  of  its  mater- 
ial prosperity,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  is  well 
worthy  of  mention.  He  is  quietly  carrying  on  liis 
vocation  on  section  2,  Fabius  Township,  where  his 
fine  farm,  which  for  productiveness  and  improve- 
ments ranks  with  any  in  the  county,  is  beautifully 
located  near  Lake  Mohney,  a  lovely  sheet  of  water, 
notable  alike  for  its  scenery,  and  as  a  popular  re- 
sort for  those  fond  of  the  piscatorial  art,  as  several 
varieties  of  fish  are  found  in  its  waters. 

Mr.  Mohney  was  born  in  Armstrong  County,  Pa., 
March  14,  1839,  a  son  of  Abram  and  Mary  Ann 
(Weinberg)  Mohney,  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
descended  from  the  old  German  stock  that  early 
peopled  the  Keystone  State.  In  1844,  the  year  that 
James  K.  Polk  was  elected  President,  the  elder 
Mohney  left  the  Pennsylvanian  home,  with  its 
many  pleasant  associations,  left  his  old-time  friends, 
and,  accompanied  by  his  wife  and  children,  came  to 
settle  in  the  then  wilds  of  St.  Joseph  County.  But 
a  few  years  had  elapsed  since  the  sound  of  the  axes 
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of  the  early  settlers  had  rung  through   the   prime- 
val forests,  that  once  to  a  great  extent  covered  the 
State  of  Michigan,  and  then  began  for  him  and  his 
family  the  life  of  pioneers,  until  they  could  subdue 
the  wilderness  and  build  for  themselves  a  comforta- 
ble home.     The  father  bouglit  eighty  acres  of  land, 
and  in  the  twelve  years  of  life  remaining  to  him 
worked  faithfully   and  assiduously   to    improve    a 
farm.     June  13,  1856,  his  death   occurred,   and    a 
valued  citizen  was  removed  from   the  community, 
many  outside  of  his  own   household  mourning  the 
loss  of  a  good  and  honest  man.     The  mother  of  our 
subject  is  still  spared  to  her   children,  and    makes 
her  home  in   Tliree  Rivers.     Although  she  has  at- 
tained the  advanced  age  of  seventy -two,  she  is  still 
of  sound  intellect  and  enjoys  good  health,  free  from 
many    of  the  infirmities   that   usually    accompany 
old  age,  and  seems  in  reality    younger   than    her 
years  would  indicate.     She  is   the  mother  of  nine 
children,  of  whom  our  subject  is  the  eldest.     The 
record  of  the  others  is  as  follows:  William  H.,  the 
second  child,  who  lives  near  our  subject,  served  in 
the   army  two  and  one-half  years;  Leander    is    a 
gardener,  and  resides  in  Three  Rivers;  Susan   mar- 
ried Lucian  Iloisington,  who  is  now  deceased,  and 
she  lives  in  Marcellus,  Cass  Co.,  Mich.;  Abby  makes 
her  home  with  her  mother  in  Three  Rivers;  Sydney 
lives  in  Lansing;  Marietta  married  Charles  Chills, 
and  they  live  in  Lansing;  Wallace  lives  on  the  old 
homestead  east  of  Mohney  Lake,  and  Monroe  lives 
in  Washington  Territory. 

George  Mohney  was  scarcely  five  years  of  age 
when  he  came  with  his  parents  to  Michigan,  so  that 
nearly  all  of  his  life  has  been  spent  in  this  State. 
But  a  few  years  had  elapsed  since  Michigan  had 
given  up  Territorial  government  and  had  entered  the 
Union,  and  it  had  not  then,  developed  into  the 
powerful  and  glorious  commonwealth  that  it  is  to- 
day. The  principal  cities  of  the  present  were  then 
for  the  most  part  small  towns,  the  city  of  Three 
Rivers,  for  instance,  being  only  a  small  village  with 
but  few  business  houses.  Although  the  wise  and 
able  men  at  the  head  of  public  affairs  had  already 
introduced  as  complete  and  good  an  educational 
system  as  obtained  in  any  State  in  the  Union,  yet 
in  the  new  settlements  it  was  difficult  to  establish 
schools,  excepting  of  inferior  grades,  and  our   sub- 


ject's chances  for  obtaining  an  education  were  lim- 
ited, as  he  did  not  attend  school  until  after  he  was 
thirteen  years  old,  and  then  only  in  the  winters. 
He,  however,  managed  to  pick  up  considerable 
book  knowledge,  and  is  well  informed  on  all  the 
topics  of  interest  of  the  present  day.  After  his 
father's  death  he  worked  energetically  to  pay  off 
the  remaining  indebtedness  on  the  home  farm,  and 
to  place  his  mother  in  comfortable  circumstances. 
Aug.  3,  1862,  Mr.  Mohney  laid  aside  all  personal 
aims  and  ambitions,  feeling  an  obligation  to  assist 
his  country  in  the  conduct  of  the  war  then  being 
waged  in  the  South,  and  as  a  soldier  in  the  ranks 
of  the  25th  Michigan  Infantry,  he  manfully  did 
Ills  duty  on  many  a  battle-field.  He  was  present  at 
Resaca,  Burnt  Hickory,  at  the  siege  of  Atlanta,  and 
at  Nashville,  when  Gens.  Thomas  and  Hood  led 
the  opposing  forces,  and  he  took  part  in  many 
otlier  contests.  He  was  honorably  discharged  after 
the  close  of  the  war,  having  served  in  the  Union 
Army  three  years. 

In  1866  Mr.  Mohney  bought  his  present  farm, 
comprising  eighty  acres  of  exceedingly  fertile  land, 
and  he  now  has  it  all  paid  for.  At  the  time  of  his 
purchase  it  was  a  tract  of  forest  covered  land,  with 
no  improvements  whatever,  and  he  had  to  clear  it 
and  erect  buildings.  He  now  has  it  under  good 
cultivation,  has  a  commodious,  comfortable  dwell- 
ing, and  as  fine  a  barn  as  is  to  be  found  in  the 
county.  All  of  this  property  is  the  result  of  his 
patient  and  well-directed  labors,  as  he  started  out 
in  the  world  with  no  capital  other  than  a  stout  heart 
and  strong  arms. 

We  should  be  doing  but  scant  justice,  however, 
if  we  did  not  mention  the  help  afforded  to  him  by 
his  capable  helpmate,  to  whom  he  was  united  in 
marriage  March  15,  1868.  Mrs.  Mohney  was  for- 
merly Miss  Harriet  Spygelmyer,  a  daughter  of 
Samuel  and  Catherine  (Wyant)  Spygelmyer.  She 
was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  Sept.  1,  1849.  Of  her 
marriage  with  our  subject  six  children  have  been 
born,  namely:  Yanneska,  born  March  7,  1869; 
Lennie,  June  5,  1870;  Rella,  March  7,  1872;  lona, 
March  4,  1874;  Katie  died  in  infancy,  and  Logan 
A.  was  born  March  23,  1881. 

Our  subject  is  a  man  whom  his  fellow-citizens 
do  well  to  trust,  as  his  life  is  guided   by  sound 
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principles,  bis  personal  habits  are  of  the  best,  and 
his  reputation  is  unsullied.  He  has  been  Highway 
Commissioner  for  about  nine  years,  at  different 
times,  and  was  elected  to  this  position  in  opposition 
to  a  strong  Democratic  majorit}^  He  votes  the 
Eepublican  ticket,  and  strenuously  upholds  the 
policy  of  his  party.  He  is  a  strictly  temperate 
man,  and  works  for  local  option. 


OZIAS  F.  FRENCH,  a  pioneer  of  Constantine 
Township  of  1834,  has  been  a  continuous 
resident  here  since  that  time,  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits.  He  is  the  son  of  Ozias  and 
Lizzie  (Dayton)  French,  the  former  a  native  of  the 
Bay  State,  whence  he  emigrated  to  New  York, 
where  his  death  occurred  when  our  subject  was  a 
child  of  two  years,  in  Yates  County.  The  death 
of  the  mother  also  occurred  there. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Chester,  Hampshire  Co., 
Mass.,  June  1,  1803,  and  was  the  youngest  of  his 
parents'  family.  He  accompanied  his  father  upon 
his  removal  to  New  York  State,  and  there  grew  to 
manhood,  assisting  his  parents  as  time  and  oppor- 
tunity demanded.  From  Yates  County  he  removed 
to  Cattaraugus  County,  remaining  there  four  3'ears, 
when  he  migrated  to  this  State,  and  located  in  Con- 
stantine Township,  this  county,  on  land  which  he 
had  purchased  from  the  Government.  His  farm 
has  been  nicely  improved,  and  is  the  source  of  a 
lucrative  income,  while  it  is  adorned  with  neat  and 
well-arranged  buildings,  which  do  great  credit  to 
the  proprietor.  His  first  purchase,  consisted  of 
eighty  acres,  but  it  has  since  been  added  to,  and 
now  embraces  an  acreage  of  110. 

Mr.  French  was  married  in  Yates  County,  N.  Y., 
to  Miss  Rebecca  Bates,  a  native  of  Bennington 
County,  N.  H.  Their  union  has  been  blessed  by  the 
birth  of  eight  children,  namely:  Candace  L.  and 
Lucy  A.  (twins),  Rachel  E.,  Eunice  R.,  Ozias  F., 
Charles  Dayton,  Erastus  Milo  and  Seth  M.  Can- 
dace  became  the  wife  of  George  Poe,  of  Fabius 
Township;  Lucy,  Mrs.  John  Oxenford,  died  in 
Calhoun  County,  Iowa;  Rachel  E.  is  the  wife  of 
Medink  Hoisington,  of  Fabius  Township;  Emma 
is  Mrs.  Chester  C.  Mitchell,  of  Otsego  County,  this 
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State;  Ozias  F.  is  also  a  resident  of  Otsego  County; 
Charles  Dayton  married  INIiss  Mary  Roberts,  and 
resides  in  Constantine  Township;  Erastus  Milo  is 
living  in  Montana  Territory,  and  Seth  M.  is  a  resi- 
dent of  Otsego  County,  this  State.  The  mother  of 
these  children  died  in  Constantine  Township,  July 
18,  1864.  She  was  a  faithful  and  consistent  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Ozias  French,  our  subject,  was  a  second  time 
married,  to  Miss  Almira  Engle.  This  lady  died  in 
Constantine  Township,  July  4,  1874.  She  also  was 
numbered  among  the  regular  attendants  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  as  is  also  her  husband, 
having  been  a  member  of  that  denomination  for  a 
half-century.  He  gives  liberally  and  cheerfully  to 
promote  the  good  cause,  and  is  one  of  its  influential 
members.  Our  subject  has  held  uiany  of  the  township 
offices  in  his  earlier  days,  the  duties  of  which  he  dis- 
charged in  a  thoroughly  satisfactory  manner. 

Mr.  French  is  a  man  of  sterling  integrity  and 
sound  business  principles,  and  one  whose  word  is 
considered  as  good  as  his  bond.  It  is  to  such  men 
as  he  that  the  country  is  indebted  for  its  wonderful 
progress  and  develoi)ment,  and  his  name  will  be 
remembered  with  gratitude  long  after  he  has  been 
gathered  to  his  fathers. 


ENRY  W.  LAIRD.  In  the  career  of  this 
esteemed  citizen,  late  a  resident  of  Nottawa 
Township,  and  now  deceased,  was  embodied 
the  creed  that  ''no man  should  live  for  him- 
self alone,  but  also  for  others."  He  departed  tliis 
life  at  his  home  in  Nottawa  Township,  Oct.  1,  1881, 
at  the  age  of  sixty-nine  years,  having  been  born 
Oct.  14,  1812.  He  was  familiarly  called  '^  Harry 
Laird,"  and  from  this  simple  fact  may  be  gathered 
an  idea  of  the  character  of  the  man — genial,  com- 
panionable, and  one  who,  since  his  taking  off,  has 
been  sadly  missed  in  his  community. 

A  native  of  Greene  County,  N.  Y.,  our  subject 
was  the  son  of  Glover  Laird,  who  was  born  in  Ire- 
land, and  emigrated  to  the  United  States  early  in 
life,  settling  in  the  Empire  State,  where  it  is  proba- 
ble he  was  married.  There  Harry  lived  with  his 
parents    until  a  lad    eight  years  of  age,   then  ac- 
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companied  his  father  to  Ohio,  and  from  there,  in 
October,  1830,  to  Michigan.  After  assisting  his 
father  in  breaking  forty  acres  and  fencing  eighty 
acres,  on  section  2  in  Nottawa  Township,  this 
county,  young  Laird,  in  June,  1831,  returned  to 
Ohio  for  the  purpose  of  attending  school. 

In  1833,  leaving  the  Buckeye  State  the  second 
time,  Mr.  Laird  came  again  to  Nottawa  Township, 
where  he  sojourned  the  following  winter,  and  jour- 
neyed to  and  from  Ohio  several  times  from  that 
time  until  1836.  In  1837  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage, in  Butler  County,  Ohio,  with  Miss  Susannah 
Ma^'ntha.  This  lady  was  born  in  Hartford  County, 
Md.,  Feb.  10,  1817,  and  of  this  union  there  were 
born  seven, children,  six  sons  and  one  daughter,  viz: 
William  H.,  George  C,  Gilbert  A¥.,  James  M., 
John  M.,  Charles  W.  and  Caroline  F. 

In  1852    Mr.    Laird    purchased    his   father's   old 
homestead  in  Nottawa  Township,  where  he  turned 
liis  attention  mostly  to   agricultural   pursuits,  and 
effected  many  improvements  in  the  property.     In 
the  meantime  he  signalized  himself    as  one  of    the 
most  public-spirited  men  in  his  township,  generously 
giving  his    time    and  attention  to  the    enterprises 
calculated    for  the  general   good.     He  was  instru- 
mental in  securing  the  building  of  the  Grand  Rapids 
&   Indiana  Railroad  through  the  township,  giving 
much  of  his  time  and  considc^rable  money  toward 
its  construction.     He  was  a   Republican  in  politics, 
and  held    the  office  of   County   Treasurer  several 
terms,  besides  lilling  many  other  positions  of  trust 
in  connection  with  the  affairs  of   his  neighbors  and 
fellow-citizens.     An  active  member  of  the  Old  Set- 
tlers' Association,   he  waa  possessed   of    the  intelli- 
gence and  forethought  which   recognized  the  great 
Importance  of  preserving   history   and    biography, 
and  at  one  period  was  zealously  engaged  for  some 
time  in  securing  facts  and  data  in  connection  with 
the   history  of  the   Nottawa  Indians,  the  incidents 
associated  with  their  removal  from  this  part  of  the 
country,  and  various  other  interesting  matters  per- 
taining thereto.     He  was  a  keen  observer  of  human 
nature  and  an  extensive  reader,  and  possessed  of  a 
fine  fund  of  general  information.     His  name  is  held 
in  kindly  remembrance  by  hosts  of  friends. 

The  sons  and  daughter  of  Henry  W.  and  Susan- 
'     nah  (Mantha)  Laird  are  residents  mostly  of  Men- 


don,  and  are  intelligent  and  worthy  members  of 
society,  whose  endeavor  it  is  to  perpetuate  and 
honor  the  name  of  him  who  ever  appears  to  their 
minds  the  generous  and  kind-hearted  father,  the 
useful  and  self-sacrificing  citizen. 

ENJAMIN  F.  BUTLER.  One  of  the  finest 
brick  residences  in  Nottawa  Township  is 
located  on  section  10,  and  forms  the  nu- 
cleus of  a  valuable  farm  which  stretches  its 
broad  acres  on  nearly  all  sides  adjacent.  The  pro- 
prietor, whose  name  stands  at  the  head  of  this 
sketch,  ranks  among  the  honored  pioneers  of  St. 
Joseph  County,  to  which  his  father  came  with  his 
family  late  in  the  spring  of  1841,  they  locating  on 
the  land  which,  later  grew  up  into  a  valuable  home- 
stead. 

The  country  at  that  period  had  undergone  but 
little  cultivation,  the  neighbors  of  Joseph  Butler 
being  few  and  far  between.  He  possessed,  how- 
ever, the  substantial  qualities  required  by  the  men 
who  came  to  this  region  at  that  time,  and  began  at 
once  his  struggle  with  the  elements  of  a  new  soil 
and  the  difficulties  which  are  the  invariable  at- 
tendants of  life  in  a  new  settlement.  The  first 
primitive  dwelling  in  due  time  sheltered  a  family 
of  eleven  children,  and  Benjamin  F.,  of  our  sketch, 
was  the  tenth  in  order  of  birth.  He  began  life 
upon  the  homestead  which  he  now  occupies,  but 
under  a  more  humble  roof  than  that  of  the  pres- 
ent. Of  the  sons  and  daughters  belonging  to  this 
household  six  are  living. 

Joseph  Butler  was  born  in  Canandaigua  County, 
N.  Y.,  and  married  Miss  Rebecca  Newton,  who  was 
also  a  native  of  the  Empire  State.  After  marriage 
they  first  settled  in  Genesee  County,  and  thence 
removed  to  Medina  County,  Ohio,  settling  on  a 
tract  of  land  not  far  from  the  present  site  of  the 
city  of  Cleveland.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  say 
that  it  bore  little  resemblance  at  that  time  to  its 
present  goodly  proportions.  They  did  not  sojourn 
long  in  the  Buckeye  State,  however,  but  in  the  fall 
of  1830  resumed  their  westward  wanderings,  and 
in  due  time  pitched  their  tent  among  the  pioneers 
of  Southern  Michigan.    The  face  of  the  country  in 
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Nottawa  Township,  this  county,  appeared  to  meet 
their  requirements,  which  were  largely  governed  by 
their  means,  and  the  lives  begun  thus  in  a  new 
country  by  the  parents  of  our  subject  ended  not 
far  from  the  spot  where  they  selected  their  pioneer 
home.  Joseph  Butler  after  an  honorable  and  up- 
right career  rested  from  his  earthly  labors  on  the 
6th  of  June,  1882,  being  then  nearly  eighty-six 
years  old.  Whtm  but  a  youth  of  sixteen  years  he 
shouldered  his  musket  and  proffered  his  services  as 
a  soldier  in  assisting  to  quell  the  troubles  of  1812. 
He  was  in  the  fight  at  Black  Rock,  and  there  is  no 
doubt  that  he  met  tlie  foe  as  unflinchingly  as  his 
comrades.  Later,  in  1 832,  he  served  in  the  Black 
Hawk  War,  being  under  the  command  of  Capt. 
Raines,  father  of  the  late  James  Raines.  He  was  a 
man  of  conscientious  and  religious  principles,  and 
about  1855  identified  himself  with  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  of  which  he  remained  a  mem- 
ber for  a  period  of  twenty- five  years.  He  and  his 
excellent  wife  for  good  reasons  then  joined  the 
Baptist  Church  at  Mendon.  Joseph  Butler  was 
known  far  and  wide  as  a  man  of  true  benevolence, 
ever  ready  to  assist  those  in  need,  tendering  his 
charities  in  that  unostentatious  manner  which  un- 
derlies the  true  principles  of  Christianity.  The 
mother  survived  her  husband  nearly  five  years,  her 
death  taking  place  at  the  home  of  her  daughter,  in 
Mendon,  May  19,  1887. 

Benjamin  F.  Butler  was  reared  to  manhood  in 
his  native  township,  and  acquired  his  education  in 
the  common  school.  He  had  all  his  life  long  been 
engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  seeing  nothing 
more  desirable  as  an  occupation  than  tilling  the 
healthful  soil  and  watching  the  smiling  fields,  which 
seldom  failed  to  yield  generously  to  the  hand  of 
the  faithful  husbandman.  To  the  first  purchase  of 
the  father  more  land  was  afterward  added,  and  the 
homestead  now  embraces  230  acres  of  some  of  the 
finest  farming  land  in  the  county. 

The  marriage  of  Benjamin  F.  Butler  and  Miss 
Jessie  Ann  Cattell  was  celebrated  at  the  home  of 
the  bride  in  Centreville,  May  19,  1863.  Mrs.  But- 
ler was  born  Feb.  28,  1843,  and  is  the  daughter  of 
William  and  Anna  (Totterdall)  Cattell,  who  were 
natives  of  Lancashire,  England.  They  came  to  the 
United  States  in  1856  with  their  family  of  nine  chil- 
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dren,  and  settled  in  Nottawa  Township,  where  they 
spent  the  remainder  of  their  days.  The  father  died 
in  1858,  and  the  mother  passed  away  very  sud- 
denly, after  a  brief  illness  of  twenty-four  hours,  in 
1874.  A  further  history  will  be  found  in  the 
sketch  of  Charles  II.  Cattell  on  another  page  in  this 
volume. 

Mrs.  Butler  is  a  native  of  the  same  county  as  her 
parents,  having  been  born  in  Lancashire,  Feb.  28, 
1843.  Of  her  union  with  our  subject  there  are 
two  children:  Lawrence  F.,  who  died  when  a  babe 
of  sixteen  months,  and  Cecil  A.,  who  is  now 
eighteen  years  of  age.  Mr.  Butler  during  the  sum- 
mer of  1884  put  up  his  present  residence,  and  is 
accredited  with  one  of  the  pleasantest  homes  in  St. 
Joseph  County.  He  has  lived  quietly  and  unosten- 
tatiously, meddling  very  little  with  public  affairs. 
He  keeps  himself  well  posted,  however,  upon  cur- 
rent events,  and  upon  election  day  gives  his  un- 
qualified support  to  the  Democratic  party. 


C.  WELLESLE Y  has  been  identified  with  the 
business  and  social  interests  of  St.  Joseph 
iB^^j  County  for  forty  years,  he  having  estab- 
lished himself  at  Colon,  as  merchant  tailor  in  1848, 
and  is  still  carrying  on  that  business  in  this  town. 
He  is  a  native  of  England,  born  in  1814,  the  second 
in  the  family  of  ten  children  of  Edward  and  Ame- 
lia (Potter)  Wellesley,  natives  of  England.  They 
were  lifelong  residents  of  their  birthplace,  their 
death  occurring  a  great  many  years  ago. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  in  his  native 
land,  and  carefully  trained  by  his  good  parents  to  a 
life  of  industry  and  honesty.  When  a  young  man, 
full  of  energy  and  ambitious  to  make  his  own  way 
in  the  world,  he  decided  to  emigrate  to  America,  and 
embarked  from  Liverpool  in  the  American  sailing- 
vessel  "Washington,"  bound  for  this  country.  After 
a  long  and  tempestuous  ocean  voyage  of  six  weeks, 
he  landed  at  New  York  City  in  November,  1832. 
He  remained  in  the  East  some  two  or  three  years, 
working  in  different  cities.  He  also  worked  in 
Pennsylvania,  and  in  Erie  Count}^  that  State,  he 
met  Miss  Jane  Van  Wormer,  who  became  his  wife 
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in  1835.     She  was  born  in  New  York    in  1819,  the 
third  chihl  of  the  six  children  of  Charles  and  Eliza- 
beth   (Sherwood)    Van   Wormer,    natives  of    New 
York,    being  pioneers  of    the  western  ^part  of    the 
State.     Her  grandfather  Sherwood  was  a  Captain  in 
the  navy  during  the  Revolutionary  War.     Shortly 
after  marriage  Mr.  Wellesley  came  to  Michigan,  and 
worked    at    first    at    his    trade  in    Detroit.   Wayne 
County,     In  the  next  year,  1  836,  he  settled  in  Man- 
chester,   Washtenaw    County,    where  he   opened  a 
tailor  shop.      He  staid  there   but  a  few  years,  bow- 
ever,  moving  in  1838  to  Indiana,- where  he  was  en- 
gaged as  a  tailor   for  sonie  ten   years.     He   was  a 
resident  of  that  State  during  the  exciting  campaign 
attendant  upon  the  election  of  Harrison  and  Tyler, 
and  rode  with  the  Hon.   Schuyler   Colfax  over  the 
old  Tippecanoe   battle-ground.     In  1848  Mr.   Wel- 
lesley made  another  and  final  move,  and  we  find  him 
comfortably  established  in  Colon.     There  being  a 
mill    here  at  that  time  it  drew  quite  a  number   of 
residents   to  the   town,  and  made  trade  lively  for 
him.      He  built  a  small  house    and  opened    a  mer- 
chant tailor's  store,  and   in  1864,  his  business  had 
been  so   profitable   that  he  was  enabled  to  build  a 
commodious  frame  structure,  in  which  he  had  one 
of   the  best   appointed   stores  of    the   kind  in  this 
vicinity.       He    carried   a    large    and    well-assorted 
stock  of  goods,  and  was  doing  an  extensive  business 
when  he  met  with  a  severe  loss  in  1886,  his   build- 
ing   being  consumed    by  fire.     He    now  works    in 
Godfrey's  Block  in  Colon. 

Mr.  Wellesley  has  been  three  times  married. 
The  wife  of  his  early  manhood,  a  most  estimable 
woman,  who  had  faithfully  devoted  her  life  to  him 
and  their  children,  was  in  her  last  years  an  invalid. 
Ten  children  were  born  of  that  marriage,  four  of 
whom  are  living :  E.  P.  resides  at  Colon ;  Amelia,  now 
Mrs.  Greenwood,  resides  in  Three  Rivers;  Charles 
is  married  and  resides  in  Union  City;  William  A., 
a  tailor  by  trade,  lives  in  Colon.  Our  subject's 
second  marriage  took  place  in  Elkhart  County,  Ind., 
when  he  was  united  to  Anna  M.  J.  Benedict.  She 
was  born  in  Saratoga  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1818,  being 
the  fourth  of  ten  children  of  John  and  Susan  Bene- 
dict, natives  of  New  York.  Her  father  was  a  car- 
penter and  joiner  by  trade  and  also  a  car  finisher. 
He  is  deceased.     Mrs.  Wellesley's  mother  survived 


lier  husband's  death  many  years,  dying  in  1870,  at 
the  ripe  old  age  of  ninety-two  years.  Mrs.  Wellesley 
departed  this  life  Jan.  16,  1873,  after  an  illness  of 
some  weeks.  She  was  a  truly  good  woman,  and  was 
respected  by  all  who  knew  her  for  her  many  amiable 
quabties.  Our  subject  was  married  in  Detroit,  Dec. 
4,  1873,  to  Miss  INIary  Ellen  Benedict,  a  native  of 
Saratoga,  N.  Y.,  and  a  daughter  of  Edwin  and  Caro- 
line (Van  Deusen)  Benedict,  the  date  of  her  birth 
being  in  1845.  Her  parents  w^ero  natives  of  New 
York,  and  settled  in  Detroit  when  it  was  a  small  city. 
They  came  to  Colon  and  spent  their  last  years  in  the 
home  of  our  subject.  Mrs.  Wellesley  died  May  3, 
1881,  after  a  short  illness.  She  was  one  of  the 
noblest  of  women,  beloved  by  all  who  knew  her, 
and  her  death  was  a  loss  to  the  community. 

Mr.  Wellesley  has  played  an  important  part  in 
local  affairs,  always  taking  a  decided  interest  in 
anything  that  in  any  way  [)romotes  the  social  or 
material  welfare  of  the  community,  and  has  always 
served  the  town  in  some  official  capacity.  He  was 
Postmaster  of  Colon  for  upward  of  twenty-four 
years,  receiving  his  appointment  to  that  position 
from  President  Lincoln,  and  has  held  many  minor 
offices.  He  is  active  in  politics,  and  is  one  of  the 
leading  members  of  the  Republican  party  in  this 
county,  having  been  a  delegate  to  county  conven- 
tions every  year  for  forty  years,  and  was  a  delegate 
to  the  State  Convention  of  his  party  in  1888.  So- 
cially, he  is  a  prominent  Knight  Templar,  is  an 
earnest  worker  in  the  organization,  and  has  held 
offices  in  the  Chapter  and  Commandery.  He  is 
identified  with  the  I.  O.  O.  F,,  is  Noble  Grand 
Master  at  the  present  time,  and  has  been  represent- 
ative to  the  Grand  Lodge  nineteen  terms.  He  had 
one  son  in  the  service. 


-^■^- 


V  IRAM  DRAPER.  Among  tbe  old  and  much 
\f)^  respected  settlers  of  Colon  Township  is  the 
/iV^  subject  of  the  present  sketch.  His  property 
(j^  and  residence  are  on  section  32,  and  600 
acres  in  extent.  He  was  born  on  the  16th  of  No- 
vember, 1808,  in  Vershire,  Orange  Co.,  Vt.  His 
parents  removed  to  New  Hampshire  when  he  was 
six  years  of  age,  and  later  to  Western  New  York, 
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where  they  settled  in  Allegany  County,  which  was 
his  home  until  the  fall  of  1836,  when  he  emigrated 
to  this  State,  settling  in  Colon  Township,  where  he 
has  since  continued  to  reside. 

In  first  making  his  home  here  Mr.  Draper  pur- 
chased eighty  acres  of  land.  To  this  he  added  from 
time  to  time,  as  he  became  able,  until  he  became  the 
owner  of  over  900  acres,  over  200  of  which  is  under 
the  plow.  He  provided  good  farm  buildings,  sub- 
stantially erected  and  conveniently  arranged.  He 
also  has  continued  to  make  good  and  valuable  im- 
provements from  time  to  time,  and  has  been  care- 
ful to  keep  his  land  in  the  highest  possible  state  of 
cultivation.  He  has  seen  the  country  pass  from  the 
Territory  to  the  State,  and  watched  with  pride  its 
magnificent  onward  march  in  civilization,  commer- 
cial importance  and  National  influence,  and  in  his 
younger,  more  active  days  was  not  behind  his  fel- 
lows in  helping  to  make  Michigan  what  it  is. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  four  times  married; 
first  while  in  Allegany  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1829,  to 
June  Couch.  This  lady  was  born  in  that  county, 
and  was  the  daughter  of  Jonathan  and  Mary  Couch. 
Of  this  union  there  were  born  three  children,  of 
whom  his  son  Charles,  of  Kalamazoo  County,  is  the 
sole  surviving  member.  This  wife  died  in  1834. 
He  suffered  the  desolation  and  loneliness  consequent 
upon  this  bereavement  until  the  year  1837,  when  he 
became  the  husband  of  Mrs.  Lydia  (Weaver)  Hollen- 
back,  a  native  of  the  Empire  State;  of  this  marriage 
there  were  born  two  children — Eunice  and  Benja- 
min. The  former  is  happily  married  to  Andrew 
Gibson,  and  resides  in  St.  Louis,  Mo.;  the  latter  is 
a  resident  of  Coin,  Page  Co.,  Iowa,  and  is  engaged 
in  farming.  Mr.  D.'s  second  wife  died  in  Burr  Oak 
Township,  on  the  29th  of  February,  1840.  He  was 
again  married,  the  lady  being  Calista  Wilcox,  who 
was  born  in  Onondaga  County,  N.  Y.,  Jan.  15, 1801, 
and  died  June  23,  1867.  He  was  a  fourth  time  mar- 
ried, Jan.  8, 1868,  to  Frances  Innman;  she  was  born 
in  New  Y'ork,  April  14,  1818,  and  has  one  daughter, 
Mary  E.,  by  her  first  marriage.  Mrs.  Draper's  first 
husband's  name  was  Francis  Dupaul. 

Mr.  Draper  has  held  several  of  the  oflSces  of  the 
township,  and  is  an  earnest  member  of  the  Method- 
ist Episcopal  Church.  Although  he  has  retired 
from  any  active  participation  in  the  various  politi- 
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cal  campaigns,  he  is  by  no  means  the  less  interested 
in  political  affairs.  He  is,  and  always  has  been,  a 
stanch  Republican. 

Mr.  Draper  was  active  in  the  matter  of  introduc- 
ing the  Air-Line  Railroad  from  Jackson  to  Niles, 
and  other  enterprises.  At  the  time  of  the  war,  as 
far  as  was  possible,  he  showed  the  greatest  willing- 
ness and  anxiety  to  help  in  its  suppression,  and  was 
extremely  anxious  that  in  some  way  that  end  should 
be  attained  without  the  needless  expenditure  and 
loss  of  life,  treasure  and  property. 


-i-^-f:^^4-M-- 


OHN  BAUMEISTER,  whose  farm  is  situated 
on  section  2  of  Burr  Oak  Township  and  com- 
prises eighty  acres,  is  a  native  of  Wurtem- 
berg.  South  Germany,  where  he  was  born  in 
the  year  1834.  The  education  within  the  possi- 
bility of  his  attainment  was  by  no  means  extensive. 
He  learned  the  trade  of  a  weaver  of  linen,  and  be- 
came an  expert  workman.  This  article  of  house- 
hold use  was  formerly  in  general  use  for  fine  wear 
for  the  person,  and  in  both  chamber  and  dining- 
room,  but  now  it  is  almost  solely  relegated  to  the 
latter.  Of  all  countries  where  this  article  is  made 
none  can  compare  with  the  beautiful,  heavy  Ger- 
man linen,  which  is  almost  entirely  made  by  hand. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  emigrated  to  New  York 
in  1854.  His  first  home  was  in  Pike  County,  Pa., 
but  after  one  year  spent  in  that  district  he  came  to 
this  county,  and  located  at  Burr  Oak,  where  he 
purchased  forty  acres  of  land,  to  which  he  has  since 
added  forty  acres.  This  he  has  largely  improved 
and  cultivated  assiduously.  The  result  of  his  en- 
terprise is  apparent,  and  may  be  seen  in  every  di- 
rection upon  his  property. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  was  celebrated  in 
this  county,  Nov.  20,  1859,  the  lady  of  his  choice 
being  Sophia  Stull,  daughter  of  Barney  and  Eliza- 
beth Stull,  of  Burr  Oak.  There  has  been  born  to 
them  one  son,  who  bears  the  name  of  George  W., 
and  who  is  still  living  with  his  parents. 

Mr.  Baumeister  is  one  of  the  leading  German- 
Americans  of  the  county.  He  is  a  man  who  has 
risen  to  his  present  position  as  the  result  of  his  own 
well-directed  and    perseveringly   sustained   effort. 
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He  is  broad  and  liberal  in  his  views  on  matters  of 
social  and  religious  import.  lie  is  one  of  the  chief 
members  and  supporters  of  the  Lutheran  Church, 
at  Burr  Oak,  and  at  the  same  time  one  of  the  most 
able.  His  home  is  the  abode  of  culture,  refinement 
and  elegance.  He  has  given  his  son  the  best  edu- 
cational opportunities,  in  which  accomplishments 
have  also  found  a  place,  and  is  happy  in  knowing 
that  his  efforts  are  appreciated  and  the  opportuni- 
ties fully  utilized  by  his  son,  who  is  now  the  hus- 
band of  Miss  Ella  Trost,  daughter  of  John  and 
Hannah  Trost,  to  whom  he  was  united  in  wedlock 
at  Colon,  Jan.  25,  1888.  The  son  owns  forty  acres 
of  land,  and  is  farming  in  connection  with  his 
father.  They  make  a  specialty  of  raising  Ameri- 
can Merino  sheep  and  Poland-China  hogs,  and  are 
quite  successful  in  this  line  of  business. 
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^^HARLES  H.  CATTELL,  whose  beautiful 
(((^  home  and  admirably  conducted  fertile  farm 
^^  is  situated  on  section  35  of  Mendon  Town- 
ship, is  one  of  the  most  capable  and  valued  citizens 
of  his  district.  His  father,  William  Cattell,  was 
a  native  of  Somersetshire,  England,  as  was  also 
his  mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Anna  Totter- 
dall.  His  parents  were  there  married,  and  made 
their  home  until  about  the  year  1856,  when  they 
came  to  this  country,  bringing  with  them  their 
family  of  nine  children,  and  settling  on  Nottawa 
prairie,  where  they  made  their  home  until  their 
death.  His  father  died  in  1858,  his  mother  in  1874, 
after  an  illness  of  twenty-four  hours  only.  They 
were  both  much  esteemed  in  the  community,  and 
their  home  was  one  of  the  brightest;  in  their  death 
the  community  sustained  a  loss  that  was  fully  real- 
ized. 

Our  subject  was  the  fifth  child  in  the  above 
family.  He  was  born  in  the  same  county  as  his 
parents,  and  on  the  15th  of  July,  1835.  His  early 
life  was  spent  in  England  and  there  also  his  educa- 
tion was  obtained.  He  accompanied  his  father  on 
the  journey  to  America  in  the  spring  of  1856,  the 
mother  and  remaining  members  of  the  family  join- 
ing them  in  the  fall  of  that  year.     He  has  made  his 
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home  at  Nottawa  and  has  made  agriculture  his  chief 
employment.  His  farm  of  380  acres,  part  of  which 
is  in  Mendon  and  part  in  Nottawa  Township,  is  one 
of  the  best  in  this  part  of  the  county.  He  has  ex- 
pended no  little  thought  and  care  upon  it  in  the  en- 
deavor to  bring  it  to  that  desirable  condition.  He 
has  made  many  good  and  valuable  improvements 
and  enjoys  good  success. 

Mr.  Cattell  has  been  twice  married,  once  in  Not- 
tawa  on  the  8th  of  March,  1871,  when  he  received 
the  hand  of  Marion  Yandermark,  of  Leonidas.  This 
lady  was  born  to  John  and  Jane  Vandermark,  at 
Leonidas,  April  4,  1844.  Three  children  blessed 
their  union,  viz:  Addie  J.,  Agnes  C.  and  Charles 
J.  This  wife  died  on  the  2d  of  June,  1879.  The 
second  marriage  was  celebrated  in  Lucas  County, 
Ohio,  wiiere,  on  Jan.  27,  1881,  he  stood  before 
the  altar  with  Alice  Hain.  the  estimable  daugh- 
ter of  Joseph  and  Susan  Hain.  She  w^as  born  in 
Waterville,  Lucas  County,  June  22,  1855.  She  has 
presented  her  husband  with  one  beautiful  little 
daughter,  who  bears  the  name  of  Mabel  S. 

Mr.  Cattell  has  been  called  ui)on  by  his  fellow- 
citizens  to  occupy  various  township  offices,  and  he 
has  always  done  so  in  a  way  that  has  shown  the 
wisdom  of  the  selection.  He  is  a  genial,  pleasant 
gentleman,  intelligent,  educated,  a  man  of  charac- 
ter and  unimpeachable  honor.  He  is  usually  found 
voting  the  Democratic  ticket  and  is  affiliated  with 
the  party  presenting  the  same.  He  is  the  head  of 
one  of  the  most  happy  households  in  the  county, 
and,  with  his  wife,  is  no  stranger  to  hospitalities  and 
social  influences. 
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'^Yf  AMES  O.  SMITH,  although  not  very  long  a 
resident  of  Mendon  Township,  is  recognized 
as  one  of  its  most  valued  citizens,  and  is  the 
proprietor  of  a  good  farm  on  section  1.  Dur- 
ing the  years  of  a  busy  career  he  has  labored  to 
good  advantage  and  acquired  a  competence  for  his 
old  age. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  the  town  of  Half  Moon, 
Saratoga  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Dec.  19,  1843,  and  was  the 
youngest  of  ten  children  of  James,  Sr.,  and  Abbie 
(Yickery)  Smith,  who  were  also  natives  of  Saratoga 
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County.  There  also  they  were  reared  and  married, 
and  lived  until  the  death  of  the  mother,  which  oc- 
curred in  1845.  The  father  subsequently  changed 
his  residence  to  Albany  County,  where  he  spent  his 
last  years,  passing  away  about  1876.  Of  their  three 
sons  and  seven  daughters,  five  are  now  living,  and 
located  mostly  in  Saratoga  and  Albany  Counties, 
N.  Y. 

Mr.  Smith  was  reared  at  his  father's  country 
homestead  in  his  native  county,  where  he  lived  until 
a  youth  of  eighteen  years,  acquiring  a  common- 
school  education  and  becoming  familiar  with  agri- 
cultural pursuits.  His  mother  had  died  when  he 
was  a  lad  of  two  years,  and  from  his  youth  up  he 
was  largely  dependent  upon  himself,  and  formed  the 
habits  of  industry  and  economy  which  have  paved 
the  way  to  his  success  in  life.  Upon  leaving  home 
about  1861,  he  went  into  Orleans  County,  N.  Y., 
and  for  one  year  was  employed  there  on  a  farm  by 
the  month.  Later  he  took  up  the  science  of  agri- 
culture on  his  own  hook,  operating  four  years  in 
Orleans  County,  N.  Y.,  until  about  1866. 

Our  subject  now  migrated  to  Southern  Michigan, 
and  sojourned  a  period  of  a  few  months  in  Brady 
Township,  Kalamazoo  County.  Then  returning  to 
his  native  State  he  lived  in  Orleans  County,  carrying 
on  farming  until  May,  1881.  He  now  decided  to 
locate  permanently  in  this  county,  and  accordingly 
purchased  his  present  farm  in  Mendon  Township. 
Here  he  has  136  acres  of  good  land  with  suitable 
buildings,  a  fair  assortment  of  farm  machinery,  live 
stock,  and  the  general  appliances  of  the  well-regu- 
lated country  estate. 

On  the  28th  of  January,  1863,  occurred  a  most 
interesting  event  in  the  life  of  our  subject,  viz: 
his  marriage,  which  was  celebrated  in  Orleans 
County,  N.  Y.,  the  bride  being  Miss  Hattie  V. 
Flint.  This  lady  w^as  a  native  of  Albion,  and  died 
at  their  home  in  Orleans  County,  Jan.  14,  1879, 
leaving  no  children.  Mr.  Smith  contracted  a  second 
matrimonial  alliance  in  Kalamazoo  County,  this 
State,  June  7,  1881,  with  Miss  Emma  Paine.  Mrs. 
Emma  Smith  was  born  in  Barre,  Orleans  Co.,  N.  Y., 
Oct.  23,  1858,  and  is  the  daughter  of  John  and 
Mary  A.  (Bates)  Paine,  being  the  third  in  a  family  of 
ten  children.  Her  parents  were  natives  of  Buffalo, 
\  f    and  are  now  residents  of  Orleans  County.      All  of 


their    children   are  living,    and    located    mostly  in 
Orleans  County,  N.  Y. 

Of  this  marriage  of  our  subject  there  have  been 
born  three  children,  two  daughters  and  a  son — 
Hattie,  May  and  James  O.  Mr.  Smith  cast  his  first 
Presidential  vote  for  A.  Lincoln,  and  is  one  of  the 
most  reliable  members  of  the  Republican  party. 


ENRY  DRIESBACH,  Superintendent  of  the 
County  Farm,  was  placed  in  charge  of  this 
institution  in  the  year  1884,  and  in  the  dis- 
charge of  his  responsible  duties  has  acquit- 
himself  with  great  credit.  It  is  a  i)Osition 
difficult  to  fill,  one  requiring  great  tact  and  good 
judgment,  and  one  to  which  the  present  incumbent 
seems  thoroughly  adapted.  The  farm  comprises 
180  a(*res  of  land  located  on  section  5,  Fawn  River 
Township,  and  accommodates  twenty-nine  depend- 
ants of  the  county,  some  of  whom  are  able  to  as- 
sist in  its  labors,  and  some  of  whom  are  not.  The 
land  is  under  a  good  state  of  cultivation,  yielding 
under  its  present  good  management  sufficient  to 
maintain  its  beneficiaries  in  a  comfortable  manner. 
Our  subject  was  born  in  Clarence  Township, 
Erie  Co,  N.  Y.,  Aug.  7,  1829,  and  is  the  son  of 
Jonathan  and  Susan  (Hershey)  Driesbach,  the  former 
a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  of  Holland-Dutch 
ancestr}^  and  the  latter  born  in  the  Dominion  of 
Canada.  The  father  began  life  April  3,  1800,  was  a 
tradesman,  and  also  followed  coopering  until  1848, 
in  Williamsville,  N.  Y.  The  parents  lived  in  Erie 
County,  N.  Y.,  where  the  father  died  in  1885;  the 
mother  is  still  living.  Their  family  included  four 
children,  of  whom  our  subject  was  the  eldest.  His 
younger  sister,  Harriet,  the  widow  of  Charles  C. 
Grove,  is  living  near  Buffalo,  Erie  Co.,  N.  Y. ; 
Isaac  learned  the  coopering  trade  of  his  father,  and 
located  in  Memphis,  Tenn.,  where  his  death  took 
place  about  1872;  William  was  married  in  Erie 
County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  died  about  1886. 

Our  subject  left  the  Keystone  State  when  a  man 
of  thirty  years,  in  1859,  and  coming  to  this  county, 
settled  in  Sturgis  Township.  He  had  learned  black- 
smithing  in  New  York,  but  after  coming  to  Michi- 
gan engaged  in   butchering,  which  he  followed   in 


t 


S  r.  JOSEPH  COUNTY. 


.«► 


311 


\r 


Stnrgis  five  years.  In  1863  he  purchased  100  acres 
of  laud  about  three  miles  west  of  the  present  County 
Farm,  and  thereafter  engaged  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits. Upon  this  he  lived  until  1884,  and  then  left 
it  in  charge  of  Benjamin  Baker. 

Our  subject  was  married,  in  1852,  to  Miss  Harriet 
N.  Campbell,  who  was  born  in  1832,  in  Erie  County, 
N.  Y.,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Matthew  and  Cath- 
erine (Boyer)  Campbell,  the  father  a  prominent 
farmer  and  stock-raiser  of  Erie  County,  N.  Y.  The 
parents  were  natives  of  Pennsylvania.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Driesbach  there  have  been  born  six  children, 
two  sons  and  four  daughters:  Harriett,  is  the  wife 
of  Thomas  Burton,  engaged  in  farming  at  Burr 
Oak;  Henry  is  farming  in  Allegan  County,  this 
State;  Kittie  S.  is  nurse  in  the  city  hospital  at  Buf- 
falo, N.  Y.;  Herr  is  at  home;  Lottie  is  engaged  as 
a  clerk  for  the  wholesale  hardware  firm  of  Sheppard 
&  Co.,  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y. ;  and  Ella  M.  died  in  1855. 
Mrs.  Driesbach  died  in  1870.  Mr.  D.  was  a  second 
time  married,  in  1871,  to  Mrs.  Kate  S.  Hawk,  widow 
of  the  late  Lafayette  Hawk,  her  maiden  name  being 
Cee.  Mrs.  D.  has  two  children  by  her  first  mar- 
riage— Isaac  N.  and  Frederick  L. 

Mr.  Driesbach  has  been  quite  prominent  in  local 
affairs,  ufiiciating  as  Pathmaster  and  School  Di- 
rector in  his  township,  and  identifying  himself  with 
the  various  enterprises  tending  to  the  prosperity  of 
its  people.  He  was  Supervisor  of  the  township 
four  years,  has  also  held  the  office  of  Township 
Treasurer  two  years,  and  that  of  Highway  Commis- 
sioner three  years. 

s^  IDNEY  CARPENTER,  the  owner   of  one 

of   the   finest    farms    in  Burr  Oak    Towai- 

ship,  came  to  this  county   a  poor   man  m 

the  year  1836.     He  had  made  tlie  journey 

overland  from   Cattaraugus   County,  N.  Y.,  wdth  a 

team  of  horses  and  a  wagon.  He  had  borrowed  |60 

in  money  with  which  to  secure  possession  of  a  tract 

of  land,  and  with  this  limited  capital  commenced 

in  earnest  the  struggle  from  wdiich  he  has  come  out 

with  flying   colors.     To  detail  the  hardships  and 

striiggies  which  he  endured  in  bringing  the  soil  to 

a  state  of  cultivation  and  building  up  for  himself 


and  family  a  comfortable  homestead,  would  only  be 
to  recapitulate  the  story  which  has  so  often  been 
told  in  connection  with  the  early  history  of  Michi- 
gan. Suffice  it  to  say  that  he  proved  to  be  one  of 
the  most  enterprising  men  of  his  community,  and 
to-day  bears  the  reputation  of  being  one  of  the 
most  prosperous.  He  looked  upon  this  section  of 
the  country  in  its  Territorial  days,  and  no  man  has 
taken  a  warmer  interest  in  its  growth  and  pros- 
perity. 

Mr.  Carpenter  was  born  in  Worcester  County, 
Mass.,  April  27,  1810,  and  is  consequently  nearing 
his  fourscore  ,years.  From  New  England  he  mi- 
grated to  Cattaraugus  County,  N.  Y.,  settling  with 
a  brother-in-law  in  the  vicinity  of  Farmersville, 
where  he  lived  and  carried  on  farming  until  1836. 
His  next  removal  was  to  this  county.  His  parents, 
Frederick  and  Eunice  (Burris)  Carpenter,  were  na- 
tives respectively  of  Connecticut  and  Massachu- 
setts, and  the  maternal  grandfather,  David  Burris, 
was  an  old  Revolutionary  soldier,  who  served  his 
seven  years  in  the  army  and  lived  to  rejoice  in  wit- 
nessing the  independence  of  the  Colonists.  After- 
ward ♦he  settled  upon  a  farm  in  the  vicinity  of 
Warren,  Mass.,  and  there  spent  his  last  days.  Fred- 
erick Carpenter  closed  his  eyes  upon  earthly  scenes 
at  his  home  in  Massachusetts,  in  1822;  the  mother 
died  in  New  York  in  1865.  Their  houseliold  in- 
cluded thirteen  children. 

Mr.  Carpenter  upon  coming  to  this  county  pur- 
chased eighty  acres  of  land  on  section  20,  wdiich  is 
now  included  in  his  present  farm,  and  to  which  he 
has  added  until  his  estate  embraces  about  300  acres. 
He  has  about  him  all  the  comforts  of  modern  life, 
including  good  buildings,  fruit  and  shade  trees, 
shrubbery,  barns,  live  stock  and  modern  machin- 
ery. iHis  course  has  been  marked  by  that  industry 
and  perseverance  wdiich  seldom  fail  to  meet  with 
their  legitimate  reward.  He  was  married,  elan.  16, 
1833,  to  Miss  Eunice,  daughter  of  Peres  Brown,  of 
Farmersville,  N.  Y.,  and  they  began  the  journey  of 
life  together  in  Cattaraugus  County,  N.  Y.,  and  trav- 
eled thereafter  in  company  for  a  period  of  seven- 
teen years,  wdien  the  devoted  wife  was  called  hence 
on  the  15th  of  June,  1850.  Of  this  union  there 
were  no  children. 

Mr.  Carpenter,  in  August,  1851,  contracted  a  sec- 
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ond  marriage,  with  Miss  Amanda  Worden,  who  was 
born  in  New  York  in  1833.  Tlie  parents  of  the 
present  Mrs.  Carpenter  spent  their  last  years  in 
New  York.  Of  this  marriage  of  our  subject  there 
were  born  three  sons  and  three  daughters,  one  of 
whom,  Eugene,  died  Sept.  24,  1855,  when  an  in- 
fant of  six  months.  Their  eldest  son,  Frederick,  is 
a  prosperous  farmer  of  Burr  Oak  Township;  Ida  is 
the  wife  of  Lorentus  Porter,  and  Jennie  is  the  wife 
of  Charles  Turn  bull,  both  well-to-do  farmers  of 
Burr  Oak  Township;  Rose  was  married  to  Lester 
Perrin,  of  Sherman  Township,  and  died  Jan.  24, 
1874,  and  Charles  died  in  1862.  Mr.  Carpen- 
ter cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for  Gen.  Jack- 
son, and  for  many  years  has  been  a  supporter  of 
the  principles  of  the  Democratic  party. 


#-# 
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^1?  M.  GRAHAM,  who  holds  a  good  position 
@/uli  among  the  members  of  the  legal  profession 
in  Burr  Oak,  established  at  this  place  on 
the  1st  of  December,  1874.  He  was  born 
in  Madison  Township,  Lenawee  County,  this  State, 
Oct.  1,  1841,  and  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools  of  his  native  count}'.  His  parents,  Wil- 
marth  and  Sarah  (Coats)  Graham,  were  natives  of 
New  York  State,  and  of  Scotch  descent.  The  pa- 
ternal great-grandfather  was  born  in  the  city  of 
Glasgow,  Scotland. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  left  their  native  State 
soon  after  their  marriage,  and  emigrated  to  Lena- 
wee County,  Mich.,  where  the  father  secured  a 
tract  of  land  and  carried  on  farming  until  1858; 
he  then  removed  to  Burr  Oak,  where  he  remained 
until  his  death,  which  took  place  Feb.  22,  1866. 
The  mother  died  Jan.  6,  1889.  The  household  cir- 
cle embraced  two  children  only,  our  subject  and 
his  sister  Adelia.  The  latter  now  resides  at  Charle- 
voix, Mich.,  and  is  the  wife  of  Lorenzo  B.  Porter. 

Young  Graham  continued  with  his  parents  on 
the  farm  in  his  native  township  until  his  marriage, 
which  occurred  Dec.  11,  1866.  His  bride  was  Miss 
Lorena  Porter;  she  lived  not  quite  two  years  after 
her  marriage,  her  death  taking  place  in  September, 
1868.  Mr.  Graham,  in  July,  1869,  was  the  second 
time  married,  to  Mrs.  Augusta  Tobey,  of  Burr  Oak, 

^ 


and  the  daughter  of  Gideon  and  Jane  Sanborn, 
who  were  natives  of  Massachusetts;  the  former  is 
now  dead,  but  the  latter  is  still  living.  Of  this 
union  there  has  been  born  one  child,  a  daughter, 
Jennie. 

Mr.  Graham  has  worked  his  own  way  up  in  the 
world,  having  no  capital  to  begin  with,  and  has  at- 
tained to  his  present  position  solely  by  his  own 
efforts.  He  taught  school  a  few  terms,  and  went 
from  the  farm  into  a  law  office  at  Burr  Oak,  where 
he  made  good  use  of  his  time,  keeping  his  eyes 
open  to  what  was  going  on  around  him.  In  Feb- 
ruary, 1865,  during  the  last  year  of  the  war,  he 
enlisted  in  the  United  States  Navy,  with  the  Mis- 
sissippi Squadron,  which  operated  on  the  Mississippi, 
Tennessee,  Ohio  and  Cumberland  Rivers.  At  the 
close  of  the  war  he  was  discharged,  Julj'  28,  1865, 
and  took  up  his  residence  in  Burr  Oak. 

Our  subject  was  a  member  of  the  Republican 
party  until  1876,  when  he  identified  himself  with 
the  Green  backers,  and  with  them  has  since  been  an 
active  worker.  He  has  held  the  office  of  Justice 
of  the  Peace  in  Burr  Oak  two  terms,  and  was  Cir- 
cuit Court  Commissioner  in  St.  Joseph  County  the 
same  length  of  time.  Socially,  he  belongs  to  the 
Masonic  fraternity.  His  home  is  pleasantly  lo- 
cated at  the  corner  of  Henry  and  Second  streets. 
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/^^  AMUEL  AMESS.  Among  the  well-known, 
^^^  respected  and  patriotic  citizens  of  Burr  Oak 
l\L£^'  Township,  none  are  more  worthy  of  a  place 
in  this  volume  than  he  whose  history  is 
here  briefly  sketched.  Mr.  Amess  is  a  native  of 
Norfolk,  England,  and  was  born  in  August,  1819. 
He  came  to  America  in  the  year  1851.  In  England 
he  had  been  a  day  laborer,  and  followed  the  same 
when  beginning  life  here.  By  care,  management 
and  frugality,  coupled  with  honest  manly  effort,  he 
has  made  his  way  to  his  present  most  creditable 
position  in  society.  The  maiden  name  of  the  ex- 
cellent wife  of  our  subject  was  Nancy  Doughty, 
the  daughter  of  John  Doughty,  who  was  also  a 
laborer  in  England.  Our  subject  first  came  to 
America  alone,  and  after  he  had  saved  sufficient 
money  he  sent  for  his   wife  and   little  one.     Their 
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borne  hfls  been  in   the  vicinity  of  Burr  Oak  since 
1868. 

In  the  year  1 862  the  subject  of  our  sketch  enlisted 
in  the  Union  Army,  becoming  a  member  of  the 
I7lh  New  York  Battery,  and  served  from  that  time 
until  the  close  of  the  war.  He  was  in  the  Inde- 
pendent Battery,  and  took  part  in  many  of  the  small 
engagements  and  skirmishes. 

Receiving  an  honorable  discharge  at  the  expira- 
tion of  his  military  service  our  subject  returned  to 
his  home,  and  once  more  engaged  in  the  struggle  to 
better  the  condition  in  life  of  himself  and  family, 
and  provide  something  against  the  time  when  he 
would  be  unable  to  continue  arduous  toil.  Realizing 
the  opportunity  that  is  afforded  in  this  grandly  free 
country,  lie  made  the  most  of  it.  and  was  at  all  times 
assisted  to  the  utmost  by  his  wife,  who  has  been  a 
nobly  true  and  faithful  woman  in  every  relation  of 
life. 

Our  subject  and  wife  have  but  one  daughter, 
Mary  A.,  who  is  the  wife  of  William  Watson,  one 
of  the  well-to-do  and  prosperous  farmer  of  Burr 
Oak  Township.  She  was  born  in  p:ngland,  on  the 
5th  of  September,  1855.  Her  parents  and  also  her- 
self and  husband  are  accorded  the  esteem  of  the  com- 
munity, and  are  regarded  as  worthy  and  honorable 
members  of  the  same.  Mrs.  Amess  attends  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  in  politics  Mr. 
A.  is  a  Republican. 

ORYDON  CROOKS  is  one  of  the  most  relia- 
ble and  thrifty  citizens  of  Burr  Oak  Town- 
^^^^)  ship.  He  is  a  native  of  Delaware  County, 
Ohio,  and  was  born  at  Oxford  on  the  6th  of  July, 
1823.  His  father,  George  Crooks,  was  a  native  of 
Pennsylvania  and  followed  the  trade  of  a  blacksmith. 
The  maiden  name  of  his  wife,  the  mother  of  our 
subject,  was  Susannah  Cowles.  They  were  the  par- 
ents of  five  children,  two  sons  and  three  daughters. 
After  he  left  school  our  subject  was  apprenticed 
to  learn  the  carpentry  trade,  and  became  quite  an 
able  mechanic.  He  continued  to  follow  his  trade 
for  about  forty  years,  during  which  time  he  lived 
in  Indiana.  In  April  of  1849  he  was  married,  in 
Steuben  County,  Ind.,  to  Mrs.  Deborah  Beebe,  the 


daughter  of  Amos  and  Martha  (Ross)  Beebe.  The 
wife  of  our  subject  was  born  on  the  3d  of  January, 
1829.  in  Knox  County,  Ohio,  and  until  her  marriage 
made  her  home  with  her  parents.  She  became  the 
mother  of  one  son,  whose  name  is  Amos  D.,  of 
Goshen,  Ind. 

Mr.  Crooks  migrated  to  Michigan  in  1881,  and 
worked  at  his  trade,  but  also  took  a  tract  of  land, 
which  he  proceeded  to  improve.  He  now  with  his 
son  owns  130  acres,  all  of  which  is  well  improved 
and  highly  cultivated  ;  he  carries  on  general  farming. 

Mrs.  Crooks  is  a  stanch  member  of  the  Church  of 
Holy  Day  Saints,  and  has  been  in  that  relation  since 
1888.  The  political  sympathies  of  our  subject  are 
with  the  Republican  party,  with  which  he  has  always 
voted  since  having  the  right  so  to  do. 
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^AMES  E.  SEAVER.  The  subject  of  this 
sketch  arrived  in  this  county  from  Lock- 
port,  Niagara  Co.,  N.  Y.,  in  December, 
1869,  nearly  twenty  years  ago,  and  has  since 
resTried  within  its  limits.  During  this  time  he  has 
been  interested  in  local  affairs,  serving  as  a  member 
of  the  Village  Council,  and  is  at  present  Justice  of 
the  Peace.  He  is  a  native  of  Orleans  County,  N.  Y^., 
and  is  the  son  of  B.  E.  and  Evaline  (Barlow)  Sea- 
ver.  who  were  also  natives  of  the  Empire  State. 
The  father  was  for  some  years  a  foundryman  at 
Rochester,  N.  Y.,  but  later  turned  his  attention  to 
farming,  settling  on  a  tract  of  land  in  Orleans 
County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  spent  his  last  days,  and 
died  in  Eebruary,  1860.  The  paternal  grandfather, 
William  Seaver,  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary 

War. 

Mr.  Seaver.  after  leaving  the  primary  schools,  at- 
tended Genesee  College  for  a  time  and  other  schools 
at  Buffalo.  N.  Y.  Three  years  afterward  he  was  en- 
gaged in  teaching.  Later,  for  another  period  of 
three  years,  he  was  employed  as  a  bookkeeper  for 
an  importing  house  in  New  York  City.  W^hen  set- 
ting about  the  establishment  of  a  home  of  his  own, 
he  was  married  to  Miss  Cornelia  A.  Hinman,  of 
Lockport,  N.  Y.  This  lady  is  the  daughter  of 
Charles  and  Margaret  G.  (McKnight)  Hinman, 
both  natives  of  New  York  State,  and  the  father  of 
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English  descent.  The  first  representative  of  his 
family  in  this  country  crossed  the  ocean  in  the 
^^Mayflower"  in  1620.  Cornelia  A.  completed  her 
education  in  the  city  schools  of  Lockport,  N.  Y. 
She  employed  herself  as  a  teacher  before  her  mar- 
riage, which  took  place  in  her  native  county.  After 
1865  Mr.  Seaver  followed  farming  until  he  took 
up  his  residence  in  the  western  portion  of  the  vil- 
lage of  Burr  Oak,  where  he  now  lives. 

The  family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Seaver  consists  of 
five  children,  namely:  Julia,  Beverly  E.,  Nelson  H., 
Edgar  and  Herbert.  Mr.  Seaver,  politically,  affil- 
iates with  the  Republican  party,  and  is  an  active 
supporter  of  its  principles.  He  identified  himself 
with  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  is  a  member  of 
Lodge  No.  336,  at  Medina.  He  has  always  been 
interested  in  the  matters  of  importance  to  the  com- 
munity in  general,  and  has  been  the  incumbent 
of  offices  of  trust  and  responsibility. 
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OSEPH  C.  STOWELL.  Among  the  pioneers 
I  of  St.  Joseph  County  none  are  held  in  higher 
I  regard  than  the  subject  of  this  biography. 
(^j/y  Thrifty,  well-to-do,  honorable  and  upright 
in  his  transactions,  Mr.  Stowell  presents  the  picture 
of  the  typical  pioneer  and  one  of  the  most  valued 
members  of  his  community.  He  settled  in  Burr 
Oak  Township  in  1835,  and  has  since  been  closely 
identified  with  the  interests  of  its  people. 

The  town  of  Winchester,  Cheshire  Co.,  N.  H., 
cradled  our  subject  seventy-eight  years  ago,  he 
having  been  born  Oct.  27,  1810.  His  parents,  P^li- 
jah  and  Deborah  (Lincoln)  Stowell,  were  natives  of 
the  same  town  as  their  son,  the  father  born  May 
28,  1779,  and  the  mother  July  29,  1774.  Their 
family  included  six  sons  and  six  daughters,  who 
presented  the  remarkable  circumstance  of  all  living 
to  mature  years,  marrying  and  being  settled  in 
comfortable  homes  of  their  own.  The  record  of 
their  births  is  as  follows:  Lovisa,  March  29,  1804; 
Alvah,  Oct.  8,  1805;  Paul,  Feb.  23,  1807 ;  Deborah, 
Nov.  18,  1808;  Joseph  C,  Oct.  27,1810;  Israel, 
Sept.  10,  1812;  Elijah,  Nov.  27,  1814;  Abigail,  Oct. 
9,  1816;  Samuel  L.,  Nov.  1,  1818;  Rhoda,  April  9, 
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1821;  Hannah,  Aug.  26,  1823,  and  Elijah  C,  March     ' 
16,  1827.     The  family  left  the  Old  Granite  State  in 
1819,  locating  in  Madison  Count}^  N.  Y. 

Our  subject  continued  a  resident  of  New  York 
State  with  his  parents  until  March,  1835,  when  he 
started  out  on  a  prospecting  tour,  visiting  this 
county.  The  following  spring  he  repeated  his  jour- 
ney, and  selected  eighty  acres  of  land  on  section  14, 
in  Burr  Oak  Township,  and  which  is  now  included 
in  his  present  homestead.  He  was  prospered  in  his 
labors  as  a  tiller  of  the  soil,  and  in  due  time  added 
eighty  acres.  He  has  100  of  this  under  a  high  state 
of  cultivation,  and  has  erected  the  buildings  neces- 
sary for  his  convenience  and  comfort. 

Our  subject  was  first  married,  in  1837,  to  Miss 
Alvira  M.  Niles,  who  lived  only  one  year  after  her 
wedding.  In  March,  1840,  he  was  married  to  his 
present  wife,  then  Miss  Claravina,  daughter  of 
Mishael  and  Ruth  (Bidwell)  Beadle,  who  were  orig- 
inally from  the  town  of  Marengo,  Wayne  Co.,  N. 
Y.  In  1818  they  left  the  Empire  State,  and  settled 
near  the  town  of  Bucyrus,  Crawford  Co.,  Ohio. 
Thence  they  came  to  Michigan,  lived  for  a  time  in 
the  vicinity  of  Mottville,  and  later  removed  to 
Young's  Prairie.  In  June,  1828,  they  changed  their 
residence  to  Flowerfield,  and  in  thesummerof  1829 
Mr.  Beadle  erected  a  small  gristmill,  which  was 
known  as  the  *'corn-cracker."  It  was  of  the  primi- 
tive style  of  architecture,  and  the  flour  was  bolted 
through  book  muslin.  Mrs.  Stowell  when  a  girl 
spent  many  an  hour  shaking  this  bolt  by  hand  dur- 
ing her  father's  absence  from  the  mill.  The  ma- 
chinery of  this  mill  was  finally  modernized  by 
putting  in  buhr  grinding  stones. 

The  Black  Hawk  War  breaking  out  in  the  spring 
of  1832,  Mishael  Beadle  joined  the  army,  but  was 
not  permitted  to  engage  in  an}^  active  fighting,  as 
the  famous  chief  was  soon  afterward  captured  and 
the  conflict  closed.  Mr.  Beadle  then  returned  home 
and  continued  his  milling  until  1832.  He  then  pur- 
chased a  farm  in  Fabius  Township,  but  lived  only  a 
short  time  afterward,  passing  away  in  April,  1839. 
The  widowed  mother  survived  a  period  of  eleven 
years,  lived  to  see  her  children  grown,  and  then 
departed  hence,  with  the  consciousness  of  having 
done  well  her  part  in  life. 

Of  the  marriage  of  our  subject  there  have  been 
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'     born    four    children:    Melissa    D.,  April   12,1841; 
:     Ruth  A.,  Jan.  28,  1843:  Joseph  M.,  May  1,  1845, 
and  Beujamin  E.,  March  6,  1847.     Joseph,  during 
the   late  Civil  War,  enlisted  in  February,  1864,  in 
Company  K,  7th  Michigan  Infantry,  which  was  soon 
transferred  to  Company  I.     He  participated  in  the 
'     ])attle   of  the   Wilderness,  and  marched  to  Peters- 
burg,  where   he   met  a  soldier's  death  June   22  of 
that   same    year.     His  remains  were  subsequently 
brought  home  and  laid  to  rest  in  the  cemetery  near 
])y.     He  was  a  fine  specimen  of  manhood,  a  brave 
soldier,  and  was  cut  down  in  the  flower  of  hisj^outh, 
being  only  nineteen  years  of  age.  Miss  Melissa  Stow- 
'     ell,  the  eldest  daughter  of  our  subject,  and  now  the 
;-     head  of  the  household,  is  a  lady  of  more  than  ordi- 
?     nary  abilities,  and  the  comfort  and  protection  of  her 
aged    parents   as  they  are  passing  down  the  sunset 
hill  of  life.     Benjamin,  the  youngest  of  the  family, 
resides  with  his  family  on  a  portion  of  the  home- 
stead, where  he  carries  on  agriculture. 
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*\f/  UTHER  GRAVES,  a  representative  farmer 
||  (^  of  St.  Joseph  County,  is  the  son  of  Joseph 
jlL^  Graves,  that  well-known  pioneer,  who  es- 
tablished himself  in  the  embryo  community  of  Burr 
Oak  Township  as  early  as  February,  1833,  while 
]Michigan  w^as  still  a  Territory.  The  native  State 
of  the  latter  was  Vermont,  and  he  was  born  in  the 
town  of  Barton,  Orleans  County,  Aug.  30,  1791. 

The  father  of  our  subject  left  the  Green  Mount- 
ain State  in  1826,  and  making  his  way  to  Genesee 
County,  N.  Y.,  sojourned  there  a  period  of  six 
years,  and  carried  on  farming.  He  started  for  Mich- 
igan in  the  winter  of  1832.  At  that  time  the  Clii- 
cago  Turnpike  had  been  surveyed  and  partially  con- 
structed, although  no  bridges  had  been  built..  The 
streams,  however,  were  mostly  fordable,  and  the 
swamps  intervening  were  "corduroyed."  Joseph 
Graves  upon  reaching  Burr  Oak  Township  located 
on  section  11,  purchasing  240  acres  of  land  of  a 
man  by  the  name  of  Hatch,  formerly  of  LeRoy, 
N.  Y. 

The  parental  family  of  our  subject  consisted  at 
that  time  of  seven  children,  two  of  whom  are  now 
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living:  Pascal  is  deceased;  Lucinda  became  the 
wife  of  John  Stillman,  of  Burr  Oak,  a  mason  by 
trade,  but  now  retired;  Luther;  Daniel  and  Carlos, 
deceased;  Julia,  who  married  George  Boyles,  is 
also  deceased,  and  an  infant  died  unnamed.  The 
mother,  Mrs.  Sarah  (Sanborn)  Graves,  was  born  in 
June,  1797,  in  Barton,  Orleans  County,  and  was 
the  daughter  of  Elijah  Sanborn,  a  miller.  She  died 
July  6,  1836.  She  was  a  most  estimable  lady,  faith- 
ful and  kind,  and  was  beloved  by  all  who  knew 
her.  Joseph  Graves  survived  his  wife  a  period  of 
thirteen  years,  his  death  taking  place  March  20, " 
1849.  He  was  a  Whig,  politically,  and  in  his  na- 
tive State  had  identified  himself  with  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church.  He  passed  away  before  the 
organization  of  a  Methodist  Society  in  this  county, 
but  still  continued  his  adherence  to  its  doctrines. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch,  like  his  parents,  was 
born  in  Barton,  Orleans  Co.,  N.  Y.  He  made  his 
home  with  his  father  up  to  the  time  of  the  latter's 
death,  although  working  for  himself  after  reach- 
ing his  majority.  He  was  married,  on  the  27th  of 
March,  1845,  to  Miss  Eliza,  daughter  of  Col.  John 
Start,  of  Onondaga,  N.  Y.,  who  was  at  that  time 
living  near  the  city  of  Syracuse.  He  was  a  Colo- 
nel of  Militia,  and  by  occupation  a  farmer  and 
blacksmith.  Of  this  marriage  of  our  subject,  his 
son  Linneous  L.,  w^lio  was  an  engineer  by  profession, 
and  a  resident  of  Chicago,  died  Sept.  29,  1886.  The 
circumstances  surrounding  his  death  are  sad  and 
somewhat  mysterious,  he  having  gone  out  duck- 
hunting,  and,  it  is  supposed,  was  murdered.  He  had 
been  married,  and  left  a  wife  and  five  children,  two 
sons  and  three  daughters,  wiio  are  still  residents  of 
Chicago,  living  at  No.  440  Twenty-ninth  street. 
The  remains  of  this  son  w^ere  brought  home  and 
interred  in  the  cemetery  at  Burr  Oak.  Mrs.  Eliza 
Graves  died  Feb.  17,  1852. 

Mr.  Graves  w^as  married  the  second  time,  April 
27,  1853,  to  Miss  Joanna,  daughter  of  Benjamin 
Sellick,  who  is  now  deceased.  He  was  a  mason  by 
trade,  and  the  family  were  at  that  time  residents  of 
Coldwater.  Of  this  union  there  have  been  born 
seven  children:  Frank,  a  farmer  of  Burr  Oak  Town- 
ship; Emma,  at  home  with  her  parents;  Daniel, 
who  is  farming  in  Burr  Oak  Township;  Minnie, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  two  years  and  nine  months; 
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Mary,  Maude  and  Mabel,  the  latter  of  whom  was 
twelve  years  of  age  Oct.  14,  1888.  The  Graves 
property  consists  of  160  acres  of  land  in  a  highly 
fertile  condition,  with  good  improvements.  The 
proprietor  is  industrious,  frugal,  and  in  good  cir- 
cumstances. 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  we  present  the  portrait  of 
this  estimable  gentleman  in  this  volume. 


-^r-i-%=^^4-^-^^ 
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HINEAS  FARRAND.  This  gentleman  oc- 
cupies a  prominent  place  among  the  citi- 
zens of  his  neighborhood,  and  is  among  the 
old  residents  of  Colon  Township,  one  who 
has  played  no  mean  part  in  the  development  and 
growth  of  the  county,  and  who  bore  to  the  full  the 
peculiar  difficulties  and  trials  connected  with  pio- 
neer life.  His  father,  Joseph  Farrand,  was  born  in 
Morris  County,  N.  J.  His  mother,  before  her  mar- 
riage, bore  the  name  of  Jolia  Compson,  and  was  a 
native  of  the  same  State.  They  were  married  in 
Morris  County,  N.  J.,  Dec.  1,  1799,  and  first  set- 
tled in  the  town  of  Mentz,  in  Cayuga  County.  N.  Y. 
There  they  made  their  home,  and  the  husband  en- 
gaged in  farming  until  1837,  then  came  to  this 
county  and  settled  in  Colon  Township,  which  was 
their  home  as  long  as  they  needed  one.  They 
were  the  parents  of  eleven  children,  eight  of  whom 
came  to  mature  years,  viz:  Charles  C,  Ebenezer, 
James  H.,  Electa  M.,  Henry  K.,  Catharine  C,  Abi- 
gail E.  and  Phineas. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  the  youngest  of 
the  family,  and  is  now  the  only  surviving  member 
thereof.  He  was  born  in  Mentz,  Cayuga  Co.,  N.  Y., 
on  the  22d  of  December,  1820.  There  his  early 
years  were  spent,  and  his  school  days  were  passed. 
These  he  filled  as  was  usual  with  his  companions, 
for  the  most  part  dividing  his  time  between  his 
lessons  and  '^home  chores,"  with  some  little  time, 
perhaps,  for  the  play  that  every  schoolboy  finds  a 
vital  necessity. 

When  he  was  seventeen  years  of  age  Mr.  Far- 
rand came  with  his  father  to  Michigan,  and  has 
been  a  resident  of  section  3,  Colon  Township,  since 
1837,  or  fifty-one  years,  and  has  given  his  attention 
continuously  to  agriculture.     He  put  up  one  of  the 
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finest  residences  in  the  county,  that  which  he  now 
occupies,  which  was  erected  in  1883,  and  is  an 
elegant  brick  structure,  arranged  and  subdivided 
with  the  view  to  comfort  and  convenience.  All 
his  farm  buildings  are  well  built,  and  designed  es- 
pecially to  meet  the  various  requirements  and  uses 
to  which  they  may  be  put.  His  whole  farm,  which 
contains  about  700  acres,  is  managed  with  the  same 
thoroughness  and  practical  utility. 

October  23,  1845,  in  Leonidas  Township,  St. 
Joseph  County,  Mr.  Farrand  and  Miss  Betsey  M. 
Kinne  were  united  in  marriage.  His  wife  was  born 
at  Naples,  Ontario  Co.,  N.  Y.,  on  the  4th  of  Decem- 
ber, 1826,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Maj.  Elias  B.  and 
Martha  (Clark)  Kinne.  Her  parents  w^ere  natives 
of  Massachusetts  and  New  York  respectively. 
Their  family  circle  included  twelve  children,  and 
their  daughter  Betsey  was  the  sixtli  child  born.  She 
is  the  mother  of  four  children,  viz:  Joseph  K.,  a 
farmer  in  Colon  Township;  Theron  G.,  who  died 
March  8,  1875;  Ella  M.  and  Grant  E.,  both  of 
whom  are  at  home, 

Mr.  Farrand  has  been  for  several  years  County 
Superintendent  of  the  Poor,  and  also  Highway  Com- 
missioner. He  is  a  firm  friend  of  the  Republican 
party,  and  always  votes  its  ticket.  He  is  every- 
where held  in  high  regard,  as  are  also  his  wife  and 
the  members  of  his  family. 


^  OHN  E.  ADAMS.  There  is  probably  not  a 
pioneer  of  St.  Joseph  County  who  has  seen 
more  of  life  in  a  new  country  and  endured 
more  patiently  its  varied  hardships  than  the 
venerable  gentleman  whose  name  heads  this  biog- 
raphy, and  who  is  now,  and  has  been  for  a  period 
of  twenty-one  years,  a  resident  of  Burr  Oak  Town- 
ship, and  of  the  county  fifty -three  years.  He  was 
born  in  Cairo,  Albany  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Sept.  20,  1817, 
his  childhood  home  being  situated  about  two  and 
one-half  miles  east  of  the  village.  His  father,  Ed- 
ward Adams,  was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  a  con- 
scientious Christian  gentleman,  and  spent  much  of 
his  spare  time  traveling  over  the  Catskill  Mountain 
regions,  laboring  as  an  exhorter  or  local  preacher 
in  the  Master's  vineyard.     He  was  called  from  his 
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earthly  labors  in  1857,  after  having  rounded  up  the 
sum  of  fifty-five  years. 

Edward  Adams  in  earl^'  manhood  was  married  to 
Miss  Mary  Mosher,  the  daughter  of  Ephraim 
Mosher,  who  w^as  one  of  the  most  devout  Quakers 
of  Dutchess  County,  N.  Y.  She  was  an  eminently 
good  woman,  a  faithful  helpmate  to  her  husband, 
and  a  kind  and  loving  mother  of  tw^o  sons  and  six 
daughters.  Of  these,  John  E.,  our  subject,  was 
next  to  the  youngest.  Ephraim,  a  brother,  and  Mrs. 
Asenath  Benjamin,  a  sister,  still  live  in  the  town  of 
Florence,  this  county,  where  the  family  located  in 
the  spring  of  1835.  The  other  children  have  long 
since  passed  away. 

John  E.  Adams,  our  subject,  w^as  born  Sept.  20, 
1817,  and  lived  with  his  parents  until  twenty-two 
years  of  age.  On  the  31st  of  December,  1840,  being 
ready  to  establish  a  home  of  his  ow^n,  he  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  M.,  daughter  of  Benja- 
min and  Elizabeth  (Rowser)  Mettler.  The  latter 
were  natives  of  New  Jersey,  and  of  Dutch  ancestry, 
who  probably  crossed  the  Atlantic  during  the 
Colonial  times.  Benjamin  Mettler  emigrated  to 
Michigan  during  its  pioneer  days,  settling  on  a 
tract  of  land  in  Nottawa  Township,  this  county. 
Tie  carried  on  farming  successfully. 

To  John  E.  and  Mary  M.  Adams  there  were  born 
six  children:  Levi  E.,  Sept.  21,  1841,  and  now  a 
farmer  of  Adams  Township;  Loren  was  born  Aug. 
11,  1843,  and  is  carrying  on  farming  successfully 
in  the  vicinity  of  Grand  Rapids;  Sarah  J.  was  born 
Feb.  25,  1847,  and  is  the  wife  of  William  Ilollinger, 
of  Elkhart,  Ind.;  Minerva  was  born  April  23,  1856, 
and  is  the  wife  of  H.  P.  Duncan;  they  live  at  the 
homestead.  Two  children,  Christiana  and  Alice 
C,  died  in  infancy.  Mrs.  Adams  died  in  1885. 

Mr.  Adams  during  a  long  and  useful  life  has 
acquitted  himself  as  an  honest  man  and  a  good  citi- 
zen, and  gathered  around  him  hosts  of  friends.  His 
homestead  comprises  a  snug  farm  of  thirty  acres  on 
section  7,  where  he  has  good  buildings,  and  the  land 
of  which  has  been  brought  to  a  fine  state  of  cultiva- 
tion. Here  he  and  his  estimable  partner  lived 
for  a  period  of  twenty-two  years,  enjoying  a  goodly 
measure  of  life's  comforts  as  the  result  of  years  of 
industry  and  economy.  After  marriage  they  set- 
tled  in   Florence   Township,    and    labored  with    a 


mutual  interest  for  the  building  up  of  a  home  and 
the  proper  training  and  education  of  their  children. 
Their  lives  were  quiet  and  unobtrusive,  but  those  in 
which  they  had  little  to  reproach  themselves  with, 
making  it  a  point  through  a  long  and  well-ordered 
career  to  do  unto  their  neighbors  as  they  would  be 
done  bv. 


(|  mLLlAM  W.  BATES,  proprietor  of  the  Burr 
\rJ/l  Oak  Acorn  and  the  Burr  Oak  Bakery  and 
^^  Restaurant,  came  to  this  county  in  the  fall 
of  1862,  and  located  on  a  tract  of  land  in  Sturgis 
Township.  Here  he  operated  two  years,  and  then 
removed  to  Mason  County,  Mich.,  where  he  took 
up  a  homestead  and  carried  on  the  improvement 
and  cultivation  of  the  land  for  a  period  of  sixteen 
years.  Then  returning  to  Sturgis,  he  embarked  in 
the  bakery,  grocery  and  restaurant  business,  and  was 
thus  occupied  until  his  removal  to  Burr  Oak,  in 
October,  1886. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Brantford,  Canada  West, 
Dec.  21,  1836.  and  is  the  son  of  Benjamin  C.  and 
Sarah  (Chapin)  Bates,  who  were  natives  respect- 
ively of  Canada  and  New  York  State.  They  had  a 
family  of  seven  children,  all  of  whom  lived  to  ma- 
ture years.  About  1840  the  family  removed  to 
Ohio,  thence  to  Indiana,  and  from  there  to  St. 
Joseph  County,  Mich.,  where  the  father  of  our 
subject  spent  the  remainder  of  his  days,  his  death 
occurring  in  the  fall  of  1875.  The  mother  is  still 
living,  making  her  home  in  Sturgis,  Mich.  The 
early  years  of  our  subject  were  spent  under  the  pa- 
rental roof,  where  he  became  familiar  with  farm- 
ing pursuits  and  also  acquired  a  common-school 
education.  In  the  winter  of  1861  he  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Sarah  E.  Thurston,  at  that  time 
a  resident  of  Sturgis.  Mrs.  Bates  was  born  in  1842, 
and  is  the  daughter  of  George  and  Sarah  (Jones) 
Thurston,  who  were  natives  of  Pennsjdvania,  and 
came  West  about  1832.  Of  this  union  there  were 
born  four  children,  namely:  Lillian  Huntley  died 
when  two  years  and  eight  months  old  in  Sturgis; 
George  B.,  engaged  in  a  carriage  factory  in  Kala- 
mazoo; Edwin  P.,  editor  of  the  Burr  Oak  Acorn, 
and  Gordon  D.  G.,  a  compositor  in  the  ollice  of  his 
father.      Familv  difficulties  resulted   in  the  separa- 
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tion  of  our  subject  from  his  wife  in  the  winter  of 
1875,  and  in  the  winter  of  1886  he  was  married  to 
Mrs.  Rebecca  J.  (Morrs)  Webster.  The  first  husband 
of  Mrs.  Bates  was  a  direct  descendant  of  Daniel 
Webster.  Our  subject  left  home  at  the  age  of 
eighteen  years,  and  going  to  Lena,  III.,  was  there 
employed  as  a  clerk  in  a  dry-goods  store  seven 
months.  Thence  he  migrated  across  the  Mississippi 
to  Osage,  Iowa,  and  had  charge  of  a  store  there  for 
the  same  length  of  time.  From  the  Hawkeye  State 
he  went  into  Kansas,  and  in  the  vicinity  of  Manhat- 
tan carried  on  farming  a  period  of  four  years.  We 
next  find  him  at  Pike's  Peak,  prospecting  for  gold, 
but  an  experience  of  six  weeks  satisfied  him  as  to 
this  errand,  and  he  returned  to  Kansas  in  the  com- 
pany of  another  young  man,  crossing  the  plains  on 
horseback.  The  journey  consumed  eighteen  days, 
one  of  which  was  the  4th  of  July,  and  which  the 
two  travelers  celebrated  in  a  highly  independent 
manner.  They  fired  thirteen  salutes  with  their  re- 
volvers, and  otherwise  made  the  day  one  of  enjoy- 
ment, as  far  as  possible,  on  the  desert  plains. 

Mr.  Bates  was  in  the  vicinity  of  the  scene  of 
John  Brown's  operations,  and  sheltered  the  old  hero 
after  he  had  driven  the  soldiers  into  Ft.  Scott,  Mr. 
Brown  sleeping  in  the  bunk  occupied  by  our  sub- 
ject. From  Kansas  Mr.  Bates  returned  to  the  home 
of  his  parents  in  Indiana,  whence  he  repaired  later 
to*  Canada,  and  resumed  merchandising,  having 
charge  of  a  store  in  the  Dominion  a  period  <pf  six 
months.  Upon  the  outbreak  of  the  late  war  he  re- 
turned to  the  farm  of  his  father,  while  his  two 
younger  brothers  went  into  the  army.  The  younger, 
Gordon,  lost  both  eyes  in  the  service,  but  turned 
his  musical  talents  to  good  account,  and  became 
celebrated  as  a  singer  and  performer  on  musical 
instruments.  He  died  at  Pentwater  in  1873.  The 
other  brother,  Charles,  was  injured  by  being  thrown 
from  a  load  of  wood  at  Murfreesboro,  and  is  now 
living  in  Iowa,  indei)endent  of  the  Government. 
Mr.  Bates  on  account  of  failing  health  proceeded 
to  New  Mexico,  where  he  staid  nine  months  at 
Socorro,  but  returned  no  better  in  health.  In  1885 
he  took  a  trip  through  Kentucky  and  Tennessee. 

Mr.  Bates  in  his  younger  years  identified  himself 
with  the  Republican  party,  with  which  he  afflb'ated 
until  about  four  years  ago,  when  his  warm  interest 


in  the  temperance  cause  led  him  to  rally  to  the 
support  of  the  Prohibitionists.  He  was  at  one  pe- 
riod of  his  life  an  active  politician,  but  has  deemed 
it  the  wisest  course  of  late  years  to  remain  neutral, 
and  in  this  spirit  conducts  the  Acorn.  Fie  also  has 
considerable  music  talent,  and  taught  singing  when 
a  youth  of  sixteen  years.  Since  that  time  he  has 
been  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  has 
served,  more  or  less,  as  Sunday-school  Superin- 
tendent, teacher  and  chorister. 

-^^  ILAS  W.  BENNETT.  The  subject  of  this 
^^^^  sketch  is  a  man  prominent  and  popular  in 
lj\/^  his  community,  and  for  the  last  fifty  years 
has  been  farming  in  an  intelligent  manner 
on  section  33,  Nottawa  Township.  A  native  of 
Brunswick,  N.  J.,  he  was  born  Feb.  15,  1822,  the 
eldest  son  in  a  family  of  nine  children,  the  offspring 
of  Rev.  Asa  and  Sallie  (Goram)  Bennett,  who  were 
born  in  Connecticut.  The  father  was  of  French 
descent,  wiiile  the  mother  traces  her  ancestry  to 
England.  After  their  marriage  they  settled  in 
Brunswdck,  wiiere  the  father  prepared  himself  for 
the  ministry,  but  later  they  removed  to  the  Empire 
State,  locating  about  tw^elve  miles  north  of  the  city 
of  Albany. 

From  Albany  the  parents  of  our  subject  changed 
their  residence,  first  to  Lodi,  and  thence,  in  the 
spring  of  1838,  to  this  county,  settling  on  a  farm 
in  Nottawa  Township.  The  father  here  founded 
the  Dutch  Reformed  Church  of  Centreville,  being 
its  first  pastor,  and  remained  in  charge  of  it  for 
several  years.  He  spent  most  of  his  life  there- 
after in  Nottawa  Township,  although  he  resided  in 
the  village  one  or  two  years.  The  parents  both 
died  on  a  farm  in  the  township. 

Our  subject,  when  a  lad  of  fourteen  years,  pre- 
ceded his  parents  to  Michigan,  coming  to  Monroe 
in  the  fall  of  1836.  Upon  his  parents  joining  him 
some  time  later,  he  made  his  home  with  them,  and 
occupied  himself  as  a  clerk  in  a  dry -goods  store. 
His  education  was  acquired  mostly  in  the  common 
schools,  and  his  occupation,  with  the  exception  of 
his  two-years  clerkship,  has  been  farming  con- 
tinuously.    His  homestead  embraces  150  acres  of 
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good  land,  with  fair  improvements,  a  comfortable 
house,  a  good  barn  and  orchard,  together  with  other 
fruit  and  shade  trees,  a  fair  assortment  of  live 
stock,  and  machiner}^  necessary  for  the  successful 
prosecution  of  his  calling. 

For  the  last  thirty-six  years  our  subject  has  been 
accompanied  in  the  journey  of  life  by  a  most  es- 
timable lady,  who  in  her  girlhood  was  Miss  Laura 
M.  Tyler,  and  to  whom  he  was  married,  in  Colon 
Township,  this  county,  Oct.  12,  1852.  Mrs.  Ben- 
nett was  born  Feb.  23,  1833,  in  Onondaga  County, 
N.  Y.,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Rev.  Job  and  Sallie 
(Davis)  Tyler,  who  left  the  Empire  State  and  came 
to  the  Territory  of  Michigan  in  1836,  settling  in 
Colon  Township  when  their  daughter  Laura  was  a 
little  child  of  three  years.  The  father  had,  prior 
to  this,  occupied  the  jjulpii  of  the  First  Baptist 
Church  in  Onondaga  County,  N.  Y.,  but  after 
coming  to  Michigan  gave  his  attention  mostly  to 
farming.  In  the  fall  of  1852  he  went  to  California, 
and  died  on  the  Island  of  San  Diego,  in  July,  1853, 
where  his  remains  were  laid .  to  rest.  The  mother 
remained  a  resident  of  Colon  Township  a  number 
of  years,  and  died  in  the  village  in  April,  1876. 
They  had  a  family  of  eleven  children,  of  whom 
Mrs.  Bennett  was  the  youngest.  Eight  of  these 
are  living.  They  have  grown  up  worthy  and  use- 
ful citizens,  an  honor  to  their  parental  training,  and 
form  valued  factors  of  their  community. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bennett  commenced  the  journey  of 
life  together  in  Nottawa  Township,  this  county, 
and  have  labored  with  one  mutual  purpose  in  the 
building  up  of  their  homestead  and  the  education 
of  their  children.  Of  these  there  are  eight  in  num- 
ber, six  sons  and  two  daughters,  namely:  Demont 
T.,  DeWitt  C,  James  C,  Asa  G.,  Sherman,  Dora, 
Carrie  and  one  infant.  The  eldest  son  is  farming 
in  Mecosta  County,  this  State;  DeWitt  is  prosecut- 
ing agriculture  successfully  in  Colon  Township, 
this  county;  James,  Asa,  Sherman  and  the  two 
daughters  are  at  home  with  their  parents. 

Mr.  Bennett  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for 
Gen.  Harrison,  in  1840,  and  since  the  organization 
of  the  Republican  party  has  given  to  it  his  unquali- 
fied support.  In  the  building  up  of  one  of  the 
best  homesteads  of  St.  Joseph  County,  he  has  thus 
contributed  his  quota  to  its  growth   and  develop- 


ment, and  may  properly  be  numbered  among  its 
representative  men.  As  an  agriculturist  he  has 
exercised  botli  industry  and  good  judgment,  and  as 
a  business  man  is  prompt  and  reliable,  one  whose 
word  is  considered  as  good  as  his  bond.  He  has 
served  as  Road  Commissioner  in  his  township,  and 
with  his  estimable  wife,  is  a  member  in  good  stand- 
ing of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  to  which 
they  have  ever  given  a  liberal  support,  and  are 
numbered  among  its  chief  pillars. 


HARLES  AHLGRIM  is  one  of  the  prorai- 
ent  representative  Germ  an- American  citi- 
zens and  farmers  of  Burr  Oak  Township. 
He  was  born  in  the  North  of  Germany  on  the  3d 
of  May,  1838,  and  became  prosperous  as  a  farmer 
in  his  native  country,  as  prosperity  goes  there.  He 
was  not  rich,  but  on  the  other  hand ,  was  not  suffering. 
He  determined  to  try  the  New  Worhl,  and  accord- 
ingly emigrated  to  tliese  shores  in  1 863.  He  made  his 
home  first  in  Colon.  In  beginning  life  here  he  was 
face  to  face  with  the  difficulties  incidental  to  a 
change  of  country  and  language,  and  what  was 
equally,  if  not  even  more  embarrassing,  the  difficulty 
of  being  minus  funds.  He  began  by  working  out  b}^ 
the  da3^  and  as  soon  as  he  had  saved  a  little  he 
rented  a  farm,  and  so  gradually  climbed  the  ladder 
round  by  round. 

In  1866  our  subject  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Mary  Frost,  of  Colon.  There  have  come  to 
our  subject  and  wife  nine  children,  whom  we  men- 
tion as  follows:  Fred,  Charles,  Henry,  Will,  Lena, 
John,  Minnie,  Frank  and  Martha.  Mrs.  Christina 
Frost,  the  mother  of  Mrs.  Ahlgrim,  who  has  reached 
the  advanced  age  of  seventy-seven  years,  makes  her 
home  with  our  subject.  Besides  Mr.  Ahlgrim  there 
are  two  other  members  of  his  family  in  America: 
His  sister  Rachael,  the  widow  of  Joseph  Nenodolf, 
of  Burr  Oak,  and  Minnie,  the  wife  of  Christ  Broker, 
of  Leonidas  Township. 

Our  subject  has  taken  deep  interest  in  the  insti- 
tutions and  government  of  his  adopted  country,  and 
is  a  member  of  the  Democratic  party.  '  He  has  rep- 
resented  his  party  in  the  county  conventions,  and 
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is  recognized  as  an  able  citizen  for  such  work.  He 
is  hiohly  esteemed  as  a  friend  and  neighbor,  and  is 
now  happily  comparatively  well  off  and  thoroughly 
successful  in  his  business  affairs,  owning  1 20  acres  of 
splendid  farming  land  on  section  2  of  Burr  Oak 
lownship. 


/,  ,,BNER  DAVIS,  deceased.  No  man  stood 
m/ul  higher  in  the  estimation  of  the  peo{)le  of 
Burr  Oak  Township  than  he  of  whom  we 
^  submit  the  following  comparatively  brief 

record.  A  native  of  Onondaga  County,  N.  Y.,  born 
in  the  town  of  that  name,  he  began  life  on  the  26th 
of  elune,  1815,  and  was  the  son  of  David  8.  and 
Charlotte  (Abbey)  Davis,  the  father  a  native  of 
Washington  County,  N.  Y.  The  maternal  grand- 
father, William  Abbey,  was  a  farmer  by  occupation, 
and  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  On  the 
other  side  of  the  house  Grandfather  Dr.  John  Davis 
was  also  a  native  of  Washington  County.  N.  Y.,and 
married  a  lady  of  Greenwich,  Conn. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  a  farmer  by  occu- 
pation, and  the  eldest  of  a  family  of  four  sons  and 
two  daughters.  He  migrated  with  his  parents  to 
Onondaga  County,  N.  Y.,  when  a  lad  of  fourteen 
vears.  He  and  his  estimable  wife  became  the  par- 
ents of  eight  sons  and  two  daughters,  and  spent  their 
last  years  in  Onondaga  County.  Their  children  were 
named  respectively:  Abner  (our  subject),  Susan, 
William  T.,  George  W.,  Ordelia,  Jonathan,  John, 
Edson  and  Edwin  (twins),  and  Frank  M.  Of  these 
five  are  living. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  at  an  early  age  was 
taught  those  habits  of  industry  and  principles  of 
honor  which  have  been  the  secret  of  his  success  in 
life.  He  became  familiar  with  agricultural  pursuits 
at  an  early  age,  and  received  a  common-school 
education.  He  made  his  first  trip  to  Michigan  in 
1839,  at  that  time  purchasing  eighty  acres  of  land 
in  Ingham  County,  then  returned  to  Milford.  He 
settled  in  Burr  Oak  Township  in  October,  1868. 
He  was  married  over  fifty  years  ago,  on  the  2d  of 
January,  1838,  to  Miss  Esther  Ann  Ray,  the  wed- 
ding taking  place  at  the  home  of  the  bride,  in  Am- 
ber, Onondaga  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  they  became  the 
parents  of  three  children.     The  eldest,  David  S., 


lives  upon  and  manages  the  homestead;  J.  M.  is  a 
salesman  in  the  feed  store  at  Grand  Rapids;  Alice 
is  the  wife  of  Fred  Worden,  a  resident  of  Burr  Oak. 
The  Davis  homestead  includes  eighty  acres  of  good 
land  with  comfortable  buildings,  where  the  proprie- 
tor passed  his  declining  years  in  peace  and  quiet, 
surrounded  by  the  comforts  of  life,  and  his  days 
made  pleasant  by  the  solicitous  attention  of  his 
children  and  hosts  of  friends.  He  was  a  man  ob- 
servant of  what  was  going  on  around  him  in  the 
world,  and  one  who  was  fearless  in  fighting  for  the 
right.  Politically,  he  was  a  Republican.  Mr.  Davis' 
death  took  place  on  the  15th  of  November,  1888. 

\fj  AMES  F:NGLE.  One  of  the  best  conducted 
farms  in  Burr  Oak  Township  belongs  to  the 
subject  of  this  sketch.  It  comprises  169 
acres  of  land  lying  on  section  4,  and  is  pro- 
vided with  good  buildings  and  fences,  live  stock 
and  machinery.  Mr.  Engle  came  to  Michigan  in 
the  spring  of  1830,  during  its  Territorial  days, 
making  the  entire  journey  overland  on  the  back  of 
a  three-year-old  colt,  and  consuming  one  month's 
time.  Genesee  County,  N.  Y.,  was  his  starting 
place,  and  he  was  a  lad  of  fifteen  years  at  the  time. 
He  was  accompanied  by  Benjamin  Sherman,  an  old 
settler  of  Nottawa  Prairie,  who  is  now  deceased. 
He  has  thus  mainly  grown  up  with  the  country, 
watching  its  progress  and  development  with  that 
interest  which  is  felt  by  every  intelligent  citizen 
concerning  the  section  of  country  where  lie  his 
closest  relations  in  life. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Genesee  County,  N.  Y., 
May  15,  1815,  and  is  the  son  of  Jonathan  and 
Elizabeth  (Brunge)  Engle,  both  of  whom  were 
natives  of  Pennsylvania.  The  father  was  a  farmer 
by  occupation,  and  the  parental  family  consisted  of 
nine  children,  namely:  Rachel,  William,  Joseph, 
Margaret,  Jonathan,  George,  Thomas,  James  and 
Betsey  A.  Our  subject,  next  to  the  youngest  one 
of  the  family,  is  the  only  one  living.  The  parents 
spent  their  last  years  in  this  county,  and  passed 
away,  the  father  in  1840,  and  the  mother  in  1842. 
Young  Engle  after  setting  foot  upon  the  soil  of 
Michigan  employed  himself  at  work  by  the  month 
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until  1835,  then  seeured  eighty  acres  of  land  in 
Burr  Oak  Township,  where  he  has  since  lived.  He 
has  all  his  life  been  familiar  with  agricultural  pur- 
suits. He  was  married,  July  4,  1838,  in  Nottawa 
Township,  to  Miss  Margaret,  daughter  of  Philip 
and  Phebe  Vincent,  who  were  formerly  of  Pamelia 
Township,  Jefferson  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  who  emigrated 
to  the  Territory  of  Michigan  in  1836,  locating  at 
North  Centreville,  where  he  engaged  in  farming. 
The  parents  spent  their  last  years  in  this  county, 
and  in  Schoolcraft,  Kalamazoo  County.  Of  this 
marriage  there  were  born  seven  children,  namely: 
John  A.  and  Rachel,  deceased;  Amanda,  Ursula 
and  George,  residents  of  this  county:  Addie,  of 
Illinois;  and  an  infant  who  died  unnamed.  The 
wife  and  mother  died  Dec.  6.  1881. 

Mr.  Engle  on  the  16th  of  April,  1882,  contracted 
a  second  matrimonial  alliance,  with  Mrs.  Truey 
(McNaughton)  Rutherford,  the  widow  of  AVilliam 
Rutherford,  of  New  York,  and  daughter  of  Peter 
and  Elizabeth  (Jemison)  McNaughton,  the  latter 
natives  of  Scotland  and  New  York,  now  deceased. 
This  lady  was  born  in  1818  in  Caledonia,  Living- 
ston Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  she  spent  the  first  years  of 
her  life.  She  acquired  an  excellent  education, 
completing  her  studies  at  Caledonia,  and  is  a  very 
amiable  and  excellent  lady,  who  enjoys  the  warm 
friendship  of  a  large  circle  of  acquaintances.  The 
Engle  homestead  in  all  its  appointments  indicates 
the  industry  and  intelligence  of  its  proprietor,  and 
is  one  of  the  most  desirable  in  this  region.  The 
family  are  surrounded  by  life's  comforts,  and  are 
regarded  as  valued  members  of  the  community. 
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BNER  J.  VAN  VORST,  proprietor  of  a 
good  farm  of  120  acres  on  section  7,  in  Burr 
Oak  Township,  is  a  native  of  Olenville, 
Schenectady  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  his  birth 
took  place  July  14,  1833.  His  parents  Avere  Giles 
and  Sarah  (Bice)  Van  Vorst,  natives  of  New  York, 
and  the  father  a  wagon-maker  by  trade,  which  he 
followed  the  greater  part  of  his  life  very  success- 
fully, accumulating  a  fine  property. 

From   Glenville  the  parents  of  our  subject  re- 


moved first  to  Jefferson  County,  N.  Y.,  and  thence 
to  Oswego  '  County,  locating  .  near  the  town  of 
Mexico.  In  1843  they  left  the  Empire  State,  bring- 
ing with  them  their  nine  children,  and  located  in 
Colon  Township,  this  county,  wliere  they  both 
died. 

To  Giles  and  Sarah  Van  Vorst  there  were  born 
eleven  children.  Those  accompan3dng  their  parents 
to  Michigan  were  William  H.,  Mary  A.,  Abraham 
B.,  Abner  J.,  Charles  C,  Augustine  D.,  John  J., 
Sarah,  Minerva  and  George.  Those  since  deceased 
are  Mary  A.  and  Augustine.  Sumner  died  in  New 
York  State. 

Our  subject  left  the  parental  roof  at  the  age  of 
seventeen  years,  and  entered  the  employ  of  the 
Michigan  Southern  Railroad  during  its  construc- 
tion from  Elkhart  to  Janesville.  He  was  finally 
promoted  to  foreman,  and  later  became  bagga.2:e- 
master,  operating  at  Coldwater  and  Burr  Oak  until 
August,  1865.  He  then  engaged  with  the  Grand 
Rapids  &  Indiana  Railway. 

In  1857  Mr.  Van  Vorst  engaged  in  farming  on 
rented  land  in  Mendon  Township,  where  he  lived 
five  years,  and  thence  removed  to  Nottawa  Town- 
ship, engaging  there  also  in  agriculture  until  1862. 
The  late  Civil  War  being  then  in  progress,  he  en- 
listed in  the  6th  Michigan  Light  Artillery,  and  was 
in  the  service  about  one  and  one-half  years,  doing 
duty  mostly  in  Kentucky,  and,  although  not  reg- 
ularly engaged  in  any  battle,  frequently  met  the 
enemy  in  skirmishes.  He  escaped  wounds  and 
capture,  but  his  health  was  greatly  affected  by  hard- 
ship and  privation,  and  he  was  obUged  to  accept 
his  honorable  discharge  for  disability  in  1863.  He 
now  receives  a  pension  from  the  Government. 

The  marriage  of  Abner  J.  Van  Vorst  and  Miss 
Elizabeth  White  was  celebrated  at  the  home  of  the 
bride  in  Burr  Oak  Township  in  1855.  Mrs.  Van  V. 
was  born  in  Light  Street,  Columbia  Co.,  Pa.,  Jan. 
19,  1834,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Zebba  and  Susan- 
nah White,  who  were  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
spent  their  last  years  in  this  county. 

Our  subject  and  his  wife  commenced  their  wedded 
life  in  Burr  Oak.  Their  union  has  been  blessed  by 
the  birth  of  six  children,  the  eldest  of  whom,  a 
daughter,  Lucy,  is  now  the  wife  of  Charles  Ward, 
of  Sturgis;  Albert,  also  a  resident  of   that  city,  is 
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engaged  in  farming;  Zeabotli,  William,  George  and 
Susanna  are  at  home  with  their  parents.  Mr.  Van 
Vorst  operates  hi§  land  on  the  line  of  general  farm- 
ing, and  is  doing  well. 


>      <» 


ON.  NELSON  FERELS.  one  of  the  most 
III  'i;  public-spirited  men  of  this  county,  has  built 
^>i^^    up  one  of  its  finest  homesteads,  which  is  h)- 

yj  cated  on  section  15,  Mendon  Township,  and 
invariabl}^  attracts  tlie  attention  of  the  traveler 
through  this  portion  of  St.  Joseph  County.  Mr. 
Ferris  came  to  this  county  in  April,  1878,  and  has 
since  been  closely  identified  with  its  growth  and 
progress.  His  property  embraces  360  acres  of  valu- 
able land,  which,  with  its  buildings,  live  stock  and 
farm  machinery,  forms  one  of  the  most  attractive 
spots  in  the  landscape  of  this  region.  He  is  widely 
and  favorably  known,  and  enjoys  the  confidence  of 
hosts  of  friends. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  the  offspring  of  an 
excellent  family,  being  the  son  of  Leonard  and 
Elizabeth  (Ryan)  Ferris,  the  former  a  native  of 
Dutchess  County,  N.  ^.,  and  the  latter  of  L'eland. 
The  mother  crossed  the  Atlantic  in  her  youth,  and 
after  marriage  the  parents  settled  in  Wayne  Countj^ 
N.  Y.,  where  there  were  born  to  them  nine  chil- 
dren, and  where  they  spent  the  remainder  of  their 
lives,  the  father  dying  about  1877,  and  the  mother 
about  ,1872.  Five  of  their  children  are  living,  and 
located  mostly  in  Michigan. 

Mr.  Ferris  was  born  in  the  town  of  Mentz,  Cay- 
uga Co.,  N.  Y.,  Nov.  8,  1817,  at  the  modest 
homestead  of  his  parents,  removing  with  them  to 
Wayne  County  when  about  two  years  old.  When 
sixteen  years  of  age  he  repaired  to  Seneca  Falls, 
and  served  an  apprenticeship  at  the  miller's  trade, 
which  he  followed  thereafter  a  period  of  twenty-five 
years.  Upon  leaving  Seneca  Falls  about  1842,  he 
made  his  way  to  Mishawaka,  Ind.,  where  he  so- 
journed until  April,  1878.  The  most  of  the  time 
at  this  place  he  was  engaged  in  milling,  but  also 
had  other  business  interests.  In  the  meantime  he 
became  quite  prominent  in  politics,  and  was  elected 
Sheriff  of  St.  Joseph  County,  Ind.,  holding  the  office 
four  years,  during  which  time   he  acquitted  him- 


self in  a  manner  highly  satisfactory  to  the  people. 
In  the  fall  of  1866  he  was  elected  on  the  Repub- 
lican ticket  to  rei)resent  St.  Joseph  County  in  the 
Indiana  Legislature,  and  during  his  term  of  two 
years  had  the  honor  of  voting  for  the  Fourteenth 
Amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States.  During  his  term  of  office  he  was  a  member 
of  the  Committee  on  Claims,  also  the  Committee  on 
Prisons  and  on  Appropriations.  In  1 850  he  was 
appointed  one  of  the  Deputy  Marshals  to  take  the 
United  States  Census  of  St.  Joseph  County,  Ind. 

Mr.  Ferris  was  married  in  Seneca  Falls,  N.  Y., 
Jan.  22,  1841,  to  Miss  Sallie  Wicks,  who  was  born 
in  Pamelia,  Jefferson  County,  that  State,  in  1814. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ferris  commenced  their  wedded  life 
in  Alloway.  Wayne  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  of  their  union 
there  were  born  four  children,  the  eldest  of  whom, 
a  son,  Morton  E.,  died  in  Mishawaka  when  a 
promising  lad  of  thirteen  years;  Elizabeth  J.  is  the 
wife  of  James  K.  Gore,  a  resident  of  Elkhart,  Ind. ; 
William.  W.  is  at  Mendon,  Mich.;  Rowena  A.  is 
the  wife  of  A.  L.  Osborne,  Jr.,  and  lives  in  the  city 
of  LaPorte,  Ind.  These  children  have  been  care- 
fully educated,  and  occup}^  a  position  in  society  in 
keeping  with  their  station  and  acquirements. 

Our^subject  voted  for  *'old  Tippecanoe"  in  1840, 
and  for  his  grandson,  Benjamin  Harrison,  at  the 
late  election  (1888).  In  view  of  these  circum- 
stances, it  is  hardly  necessary  to  state  that  he  is  a 
Republican  ''dyed  in  the  wool."  He  has  always 
signalized  himself  as  a  man  warmly  interested  in 
the  building  up  of  his  community,  and  gives  both 
his  moral  and  substantial  support  to  those  enter- 
prises best  calculated  to  this  end. 


'^\  OSEPH  A.  BROOKS.  This  gentleman  is  one 
of  the  leading  farmers  of  this  county,  and  is 

I  j  generally  know^n  by  the  name  of  Allen 
^0)j  Brooks.  He  was  born  in  the  town  of  Van 
Buren,  in  Onondaga  County,  N.  Y.,  on  the  25th  of 
December,  1839.  He  came  to  Michigan  with  his 
parents  when  they  migrated  hither  in  1844,  he  be- 
ing but  a  small  lad  at  the  time.  His  parents,  Joseph 
and  Sarah  E»  (Allen)  Brooks,  were  of  English  birth, 
and  came  to  this  country  in  the  year  1829.     They 
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lived  in  the  Sta'e  of  New  York  for  about  seventeen 
years,  where  the  fattier  followed  farming,  locating 
first  in  Onondaga  County,  where  they  reared  nine 
children,  six  of  whom  were  born  in  the  old  country; 
they  then  came  to  Michigan  in  1844. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  died  after  having 
been  in  this  country  but  a  year.  About  two  years 
later  the  father  was  wedded  to  Maria  Putnam,  who 
died  in  1864,  but  left  no  children.  The  father  of 
our  subject  died  on  the  7th  of  April,  1877,  after  a 
very  brief  illness. 

Upon  the  death  of  his  father  our  subject  suc- 
ceeded to  the  ownership  of  the  homestead  of  276 
acres  and  the  improvements  thereon,  and  continued 
to  work  the  farm.  Ou/the  20th  of  January,  1865, 
he  was  married  to  Phoebe  C.  Houston,  the  daughter 
of  Richard  and  Elisabeth  Houston,  of  Burr  Oak. 
She  was  born  upon  the  farm  of  her  father  in  Burr 
Oak.  There  have  been  born  of  this  union  three  chil- 
dren, two  of  whom  are  living,  viz:  Walton  A.  was 
born  on  the  4th  of  June,  1866,  and  Nora  A.,  born 
on  the  18th  of  December,  1871.  Besides  these  one 
little  daughter,  Hattie  Bell,  was  born  on  the  17th 
of  January,  1873,  but  died  when  but  eight  months 
old. 

The  condition  of  Mr.Brooks'  farm  bears  testimony 
to  his  enterprise  and  business  abihty,  as  well  as  his 
prosperity.  He  has  just  completed,  at  an  expense 
of  upward  of  $8,000,  one  of  the  finest  farm  dwell- 
ings in  the  county.  It  is  built  after  the  most  ap- 
proved designs,  is  spacious,  conveniently  arranged, 
and  supplied  with  the  countless  conveniences  that 
modern  homes  demand.  It  contains  twenty-one 
rooms,  including  three  reception  rooms  and  a  large 
dining-room.  The  apartments  are  finished  in 
natural  woods,  oak,  cherry  and  white  wood,  and  are 
quite  pleasing  and  effective.  The  staircase  is  quite 
lavish  in  carvings,  well  executed,  and  in  excellent 
taste.  The  carving  is  from  the  design  of  his  daugh- 
ter Nora. 

Opposite  this  beautiful  modern  residence  stands 
the  old  home  which  was  erected  by  the  father  in 
1848.  While  building  this  house,  which  was  at 
that  time  one  of  the  finest  in  the  county,  the  family 
lived  pioneer  fashion  in  a  little  log  house  that  was 
standing  there  when  he  came;  he  next  built  the  old 
barn  that  stands  in  the  rear  of  the  old  home,  for  our 
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subject  has  erected  a  new,  more  modern  and  spa- 
cious barn,  in  keeping  with  the  new  house.  This 
was  completed  in  the  year  1882. 

Probably  no  citizen  of  this  county  has  applied 
himself  to  his  duties  more  than  has  done  our  sub- 
ject. It  has  been  a  story  of  hard  work  and  plenty 
of  it.  Acre  by  acre  he  has  purchased  his  property, 
which  comprises  now  265  acres.  He  is  a  man 
popular  and  much  respected.  He  is  well  informed, 
and  takes  no  little  interest  in  questions  concerning 
matters  of  political  importance,  and  usually  votes 
with  the  Democratic  party. 

^¥]OHN  BOTZNER  is  a  worthy  representative 
of  the  German-American  citizens  of  this 
county,  and  the  owner  of  eighty  acres  of 
(^jj/'  arable,  fertile  land  upon  section  27,  Burr  Oak 
Township.  He  was  born  in  Bavaria,  Germany,  on 
the  22d  of  August,  1827.  He  did  not  leave  his 
native  country  until  he  was  twenty-five  years  of 
age.  His  education  was  received  in  the  common 
schools  of  his  native  county,  after  which  he  went 
into  the  shop  of  his  father  and  learned  the  butcher 
business.  His  father  had  quite  an  extensive  estab- 
lishment, and  our  subject  continued  with  him  for 
twenty  years.  For  reasons  satisfactory  to  himself, 
doubtless,  he  would  not  issue  to  his  son  the  cus- 
tomary certificate  of  efficiency,  and  as  a  consequence 
our  subject  left  his  home  when  twenty  years  of  age. 
He  then  served  three  years  more  at  butchering,  and 
from  the  firm  received  the  well-earned  paper. 

In  1852,  believing  that  the  New  World  would 
afford  him  better  oi)portunities  for  making  his  way 
in  the  world,  Mr.  Botzner  emigrated  to  this  country, 
landing  at  the  port  of  New  York.  Thence  he  went 
directly  to  Buffalo,  where  he  arrived  with  but  $2.50 
in  his  pocket,  which  was  required  for  his  hotel  bill. 
He  was  very  successful  in  obtaining  employment, 
and  for  two  years  continued  to  work  for  the  sum 
of  *800  per  annum.  After  two  years  in  Buffalo 
our  subject  came  to  Marshall,  this  State,  where  he 
worked  at  the  well-known  Michigan  Central  Eating 
House  for  three  years.  The  subsequent  three  years 
he  worked  at  his  trade. 

When  the  war  broke  out  our  subject  was  among 
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the  first  to  volunteer,  and  entered  the  1st  Michi- 
gan, Battery  A,  which  was  under  the  command  of 
Col.  Loomis.  He  fought  under  the  old  flag  for 
three  3'ears  in  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  and 
saw  much  service.  Among  the  engagements  in 
which  he  was  an  active  participant  might  be  men- 
tioned those  of  Chickamauga,  Stone  River  and  Per- 
ry ville.  He  went  through  the  entire  Cumberland 
campaign.  At  the  battle  of  Chickamauga  he  re- 
ceived a  sabre  wound  upon  the  right  thumb,  that 
for  the  time  gave  him  considerable  trouble.  He  re- 
ceived an  honorable  discharge  in  June,  1864. 

Leaving  the  militar}^  service,  Mr.  Botzner  re- 
turned to  his  adopted  State,  and  at  Sturgis  during 
the  next  five  years  built  up  an  extensive  butcher 
business,  from  which  he  removed  to  his  present  farm 
in  the  year  1«72,  and  has  here  resided  about  fifteen 
years.  In  1866  Mr.  Botzner  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Elizabeth  Schmidt,  a  native  of  Sturgis,  and  a 
daughter  of  Conrad  and  Christend  Schmidt.  She 
has  presented  her  husband  with  six  children,  all  of 
wdiom  are  living,  and  who  bear  the  following  names: 
Edward,  Phillipp,  Conrad,  Addie,  John  and  Frank. 


— ^--^ 

HARLES  J.  CLOWES.  This  pleasant  and 
genial  gentleman  and  his  estimable  wife  are 
living  comfortably  together  on  a  well-regu- 
lated homestead  on  section  6  in  Mendon  Town- 
ship, where,  during  the  years  of  an  extended  resi- 
dence, they  have  gathered  around  them  hosts  of 
friends.  They  have  been  among  the  people  of  a 
community  who  were  liberal  and  progressive  in 
their  ideas,  and,  as  they  have  passed  along  the  way- 
side of  life,  have  done  good  as  they  have  found  op- 
portunity. In  noting  the  changes  occurring  during 
their  long  residence  in  Southern  Michigan,  they 
have  been  vitally  interested  in  its  growth  and  de- 
velopment. As  peaceful  and  law^-abiding  citi- 
zens, laboring  to  build  up  one  of  the  most  desira- 
ble homesteads,  they  have  thus  contributed  to  the 
prosperity  of  their  township,  and  are  numbered 
among  those  to  whom  it  is  indebted  for  its  im- 
portance among  the  intelligent  communities  of  this 
region. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Joseph  H.  Clowes,  was 


born  in  Loudoun  County,  Ya.,  and  married  Miss 
Ann  E.  Dunkin,  a  native  of  the  same  place.  In 
1832,  leaving  the  Old  Dominion,  they  made  their 
way  to  Southern  Michigan,  during  the  Territorial 
days,  and  for  a  short  time  sojourned  in  Nottawa 
Township.  Later  they  moved  to  what  is  now  Co- 
lon Township,  where  the  father  operated  as  a  tiller 
of  the  soil,  and  where  his  death  took  place  Sept.  17, 
1850.  The  mother  is  still  living,  having  survived 
her  husband  a  period  of  thirty-eight  years,  and  re- 
maining a  widow.  She  is  now  quite  aged,  and 
makes  her  home  with  her  son  Charles  J. 

The  parental  family  included  two  children  only,our 
subject  and  his  sister  Ruth.  The  latter,  the  elder  of 
the  two,  married  Samuel  Fisk,  and  died  at  her  home 
in  Vicksburg,  in  January,  1882,  aged  about  fifty- 
three  years;  she  was  born  in  Virginia.  The  native 
place  of  Charles  J.  was  in  the  then  unimportant 
town  of  Schoolcraft,  Kalamazoo  County,  where  he 
first  opened  his  eyes  to  the  light  Oct.  28,  1834. 
His  father  was  for  many  j^ears  engaged  in  the  dry- 
goods  trade,  and  Charles  J.  assisted  him  in  the  store 
until  his  death.  After  that  he  turned  his  attention 
to  agricultural  pursuits.  After  the  removal  of  the 
family  to  this  county  he  lived  in  Colon  Township 
until  purchasing  the  farm  which  he  now  owns  and 
which  he  has  since  occupied. 

The  Clowes  homestead  embraces  eighty  acres  of 
good  land,  with  an  excellent  set  of  farm  buildings, 
a  fair  assortment  of  live  stock,  the  improved  ma- 
chinery necessary  for  carrying  on  agriculture  suc- 
cessfully, and  all  the  other  appliances  of  the 
progressive  farmer.  One  of  the  most  important 
events  in  the  life  of  our  subject  was  his  marriage  with 
Miss  Demetra  Potter,  which  took  place  at  the  home  of 
the  bride  in  Brady  Township,  Kalamazoo  County, 
March  9,  1862.  This  lady  is  the  daughter  of 
Jeremiah  and  Nancy  (Johnson)  Potter,  who  were 
both  natives  of  New  York  State.  They  came  to 
Michigan  in  1844,  settling  in  Brady  Township, 
Kalamazoo  County,  where  the  father  followed  farm- 
ing, and  where  his  death  took  place  July  7,  1870. 
The  mother  is  still  living,  having  arrived  at  an  ad- 
vanced age,  and  makes  her  home  with  her  daughter. 

To  the  parents  of  Mrs.  Clowes  there  were  born 
eleven  children,  six  sons  and  five  daughters,  and  she 
was  the  third  child.  Her  native  place  was  in  Herkimer 
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County,  N.  Y.,  where  her  birth  took  place  Jan.  24, 
1834.  She  was  a  little  girl  ten  years  of  age  when 
her  parents  came  to  Michigan.  At  school  she  was 
studious  and  attentive,  and  developed  into  a  teacher, 
which  calling  she  followed  in  Kalamazoo  County 
some  time  before  her  marriage.  Of  this  union  there 
has  been  born  one  child  only,  a  daughter,  Carrie, 
in  1875;  she  is  now  thirteen  years  of  age. 

Before  the  completion  of  the  Grand  Rapids  & 
Indiana  Railroad  Mr.  Clowes  was  for  several  years 
Postmaster  at  Park.  In  1859  he  made  quite  an 
extended  trip  to  the  Far  West,  and  spent  about  one 
year  looking  over  the  country  beyond  the  Mis- 
sissippi. There  has  been  a  vast  change  during  the 
period  of  thirty  years  which  has  elapsed,  and  in 
which  the  Indians  have  been  compelled  to  '-move 
on"  before  the  advancing  feet  of  civilization. 
Mr.  Clowes  witnessed  many  strange  scenes  during 
that  sojourn  on  the  other  side  of  the  Father  of 
Waters,  which  he  has  always  felt  was  time  well 
spent  as  a  means  of  gaining  useful  information.  He 
has  always  kept  himself  well  posted  upon  current 
events,  and  since  becoming  a  voter  has  supported 
the  principles  of  the  Democratic  party. 


/p^  FORGE  BOYLES.  In  St.  Joseph  County 
j/j  there  is  probably  no   citizen  who   has  been 

^^Jj  more  active  and  persevering  in  the  develop- 
ment of  the  district  in  which  he  resided,  more 
practical  or  prosperous  as  an  agriculturist,  than  he 
whose  life  story  is  here  briefly  presented  in  this 
sketch.  He  is  one  of  its  oldest  settlers,  is  a  gentle- 
man of  wide  experience,  large  intelligence  and  un- 
failing affability. 

The  native  place  of  our  subject  is  Berkeley 
Springs,  W.  Va.,  where  he  was  born  on  the  29th  of 
August,  1815.  Many  of  the  noble  points  in  his 
character,  and  the  sterling  qualities  that  have  made 
him  what  he  is  as  a  pioneer,  may  be  clearly  traced 
as  being  hereditary  to  a  certain  extent.  He  is  the 
son  of  William  and  Amelia  (Eagle)  Boyles,  both 
of  whom  also  were  natives  of  Morgan  County,  W. 
Va.  The  former  was  born  on  the  2d  of  December, 
1792,  and  the  latter  in  the  year  1796.  Their  union 
dates  from  the  year  1814,  and  they  were  the  par- 
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ents  of  eight  children:  George,  our  subject;  Lucy, 
who  died  in  childhood;  Elizabeth,  who  became  the 
wife  of  Fitzgerald  Jennings,  of  Sandusky,  Ohio, 
and  is  now  deceased ;  Sarah,  who  is  the  widow  of 
Dr.  Terrill,  of  Breedsville,  Mich.;  Annie,  who  mar- 
ried John  A.  J.  Metzger,  of  Burr  6ak,  and  is  now 
deceased  ;  Henry,  now  a  resident  of  California,  in 
the  town  of  Diamond  Springs;  Lydia,  who  was  Mrs. 
Daniel  Faust,  of  Branch  County,  now  deceased;  and 
Marietta,  wife  of  S.  S.  Start,  of  Oak  Park,  Cook  Co., 
111. 

The  parents  of  our  subject,  after  residing  four- 
teen years  in  Sandusky  County,  and  eleven  years  in 
Wayne  County,  Ohio,  came  to  Burr  Oak,  where 
they  died,  the  father  in  September,  1860,  and  his 
wife  in  June,  1881.  Their  remains  were  interred 
in  the  Burr  Oak  Cemetery.  The  father  was  a 
scientific  farmer,  shrewd,  careful,  frugal  and  an 
excellent  manager.  He  won  and  retained  the  re- 
spect of  all  his  neighbors. 

George  Boyles,  our  subject,  in  the  year  1847 
purchased  120  acres  of  land  on  section  35  of  Burr 
Oak  Township,  and  the  energy  and  other  excellent 
qualities  inherited  by  him  enabled  him  to  add  at 
various  times  until  his  real  estate  was  not  less  than 
1,000  acres,  of  which  at  least  one-half  was  thor- 
ouo*hly  improved  and  cultivated.  In  addition  to 
this  he  owned  valuable  property  in  the  village  of 
Burr  Oak. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  has  been  twice  married. 
On  the  24th  of  December,  1835,  he  was  united  in 
wedlock  with  Miss  Lucinda  Jennings,  daughter  of 
Gen.  Lewis  Jennings,  who  was  conspicuous  in  the 
early  history  of  Ohio,  and  commanded  a  brigade  of 
State  Militia,  with  which  he  was  enabled  to  do  good 
work,  especially  in  the  Toledo  War.  His  daughter 
was  a  lady  of  education,  accomplished,  with  a 
bright,  sunny  disposition.  She  died  on  the  1st  of 
August,  1857,  deeply  and  truly  mourned  for  by 
all  her  relatives.  She  left  ten  children  to  the  care 
of  her  husband,  viz :  William  L.,  born  Sept.  4,  1836 ; 
Martha,  Dec.  17,  1838;  Helen  L.,  April  14,  1841  ; 
Elizabeth,  Jan.  7,  1843;  Annetta,  Nov.  7,  1844; 
George  E.,  Jan.  20,  1847;  Adeline  L.,  Jan.  23, 
1849;  Franklin  H.,  June  11,  1851;  Amelia  E.,  April 
4,  1853;  Anna,  July  19,  1856.  The  second  wife  of 
our  subject  was  Julia  A.  Graves,  of  Genesee  County, 
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N.  Y. ;  she  was   born   Dee.  15,  1832.     She  died  on 
the  13th  of  March,  1878,  leaving  no  chihlren. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  retired  from  active 
business  in  1876,  and  now  lives  at  the  Park  Hotel, 
which  he  owns.  Until  the  establishment  of  the  Re- 
publican party  he  was  a  stanch  friend  of  the  Whig 
element  in  politics,  but  joined  the  former  party, 
and  has  since  continued  to  act  with  it,  although 
never  taking  a  leading  part  in  political  movements. 
He  is  everywhere  held  in  high  regard,  and  has 
always  been  a  true  friend  to  the  community,  more 
especially  in  the  days  of  its  early  histor3\ 
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^:^IDF:0N  SANBORN,  late  a  prominent  and 
III  ^^  highly  respected  resident  of  Burr  Oak  Town- 
^^4)  ship,  was  born  in  Vermont  in  1808,  and  de- 
parted this  life  on  the  4tli  of  April,  1871.  He  was 
recognized  throughout  this  county  as  an  honest  man 
and  a  good  citizen,  and  during  the  earlier  days  of 
its  growth  and  development  was  prominently  iden- 
tified with  its  agricultural  and   business  interests. 

Mr.  Sanborn  came  to  this  county  in  1833,  and 
took  up  200  acres  of  land  in  Burr  Oak  Township, 
where  he  built  up  one  of  its  finest  homesteads,  and 
became  known  as  one  of  the  most  useful  members 
of  the  community.  Standing  by  his  side  for  a 
period  of  nearly  forty  years  was  one  of  the  most 
estimable  of  women,  who  in  her  girlhood  was  Miss 
Jane  Upham,  to  whom  he  was  married  in  January, 
1833.  Mrs.  Sanborn  was  born  May  17,  1815,  in 
this  county,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Chester  Upham, 
\tho  for  some  years  lived  on  a  farm  in  the  vicinity 
of  Tyringham,  Berkshire  Co.,  Mass.  Thence  the 
family,  about  1830,  removed  to  the  vicinity  of  Elba, 
Genesee  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  the  father  died  not  long 
afterward.  The  mother  was  subsequently  married 
to  Ira  Howe,  of  that  locality,  and  they  came  to 
Michigan,  where  Mr.  H.  engaged  in  farming.  She 
died  in  1878,  at  Charlotte,  and  her  remains  were 
taken  to  Eaton  Rapids  for  interment. 

Gideon  Sanborn  was  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers 
of  this  county,  and  possessed  all  the  elements  of 
mind  and  character  required  by  the  men  of  those 
times  in  the  development  of  the  soil  -find  the  build- 
ing up  of  a  homestead.     He  identified  himself  thor- 
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oughly  with  the  business  and  agricultural  interests     > 
of  this  section,  and  signalized  himself  as  one  of   its 
most    public-spirited    men,  making  for   himself    a     . 
record  which  his    posterity    ma}'  look    upon    with 
pride.     He  was  very  successful  as  an  agriculturist,     ' 
and  acquired  a   fine  property,  leaving  to  his  widow     ) 
a  valuable  estate,  which  she  has  managed  with  rare 
good  judgment,  and  in  a  manner  by  which  its  value 
lias  been  steadily  augmented.     To    Mr.    and   Mrs. 
Sanborn  there  were  born  ten  children,  the  record  of 
whom  is  as  follows:  Their  eldest  daughter,  Augusta, 
is  the  wife  of  A.  M.   Graham,   and  Adeline    is  the 
widow  of  Charles  Newhall;  both  are    residents   of 
Burr  Oak,  and  the  latter  engaged  in  the  millinery 
business.     Frank  married    Miss   Abbie  Leply,  and 
manages  the  farm;  Henry  is   engaged   in    farming, 
and  lives  in  this  county;  Hattie  is  the   wife  of  Ed- 
ward Kibby,  who  is    engaged  in   farming   in   Burr 
Oak. 

Mrs.  Sanborn  is  a  lady  of  much  intelligeilce  and  , 
culture,  and  has  watched  the  growth  and  develop- 
ment of  Southern  Michigan  with  that  interest  which 
is  ever  maintained  by  those  who  have  been  most 
instrumental  in  bringing  this  great  commonwealth 
to  its  present  condition.  She,  with  her  husband,  re- 
joiced at  every  evidence  of  prosperity,  and  in  the 
building  up  of  one  of  its  most  desirable  estates  thus  ; 
contributed  their  quota  to  the  grand  result.  : 


EONARD  BUTZ.  The  fine  estate  of  the 
subject    of    this   biography    comprises    300 

LSi^.  acres  of  highly  cultivated  land  on  section 
15,  in  Fawn  River  Township,  with  first-class  mod- 
ern buildings  and  all  appurtenances  of  the  well- 
regulated  rural^  homestead.  It  has  been  built  up 
by  the  hand  of  industry,  and  its  proprietor  is  well 
known  throughout  this  section  of  country  as  a  man 
of  liberal  education,  public-spirited  and  enterpris- 
ing, and  one  of  the  most  useful  members  of  his 
community.  He  came  to  this  county  in  1864,  and 
while  watching  its  growth  and  development  has 
been  no  unimportant  factor  in  bringing  it  to  its 
present  condition. 

Our  subject  was  born  and  reared  in  Columbiana 
County,  Ohio,  and  first  opened  his  eyes  to  the  light    ^  , 
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Nov.  1,  1828.  He  was  reared  to  farm  pursuits,  and 
continued  there  under  the  parental  roof  until  a 
youth  of  nineteen  years.  Later  he  took  up  his 
residence  in  Seneca  County,  same  State,  where  he 
was  married,  and  where  he  lived,  engaged  in  agri- 
cultural pursuits,  until  1864.  His  next  removal 
was  to  Southern  Michigan,  of  which  he  has  since 
been  a  resident. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  George  Butz,  was  a 
mason  by  trade,  which  he  followed  during  the  lat- 
ter years  of  his  life  in  Columbiana  County,  Ohio, 
and  until  his  death,  which  took  place  in  1845.  The 
wife  and  mother  survived  her  husband  a  period  of 
forty-one  years,  remaining  a  widow,  and  spent  her 
last  days  at  the  home  of  her  daughter  in  Dal- 
las County,  Iowa,  where  her  death  occurred  Oct.  3, 
188G,  after  she  had  reached  the  advanced  age  of 
ninety  years.  The  household  circle  was  completed 
by  the  birth  of  eleven  children,  of  whom  live  are 
living,  three  sons  and  two  daughters.  Four  sons 
served  in  the  Union  Army  during  the  Rebellion, 
and  three  of  these  yielded  up  their  lives  in  the  serv- 
ice of  their  country  while  in  the  army  ;  the  fourth 
died  afterward  from  disease  contracted  in  the  serv- 
ice. The  survivors  are  residents  mostly  of  this 
county. 

Mr.  Butz,  of  this  sketch,  while  a  resident  of  Ohio 
was  united  in  marriage  with  IMrs.  liuth  A.  Nash, 
eJan.  2,  1859.  Mrs.  Butz  was  born  Dec.  3,  1828,  in 
Pennsylvania,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Justin  J. 
Nash,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  who,  with  his 
wife,  spent  his  last  years  in  that  State.  Of  this  union 
there  were  born  five  children.  The  eldest,  George 
E.,  born  Feb.  25,  1861,  is  now  occupied  at  farming 
in  Fawn  River;  Harry  S.,  born  March  29,  I860,  is 
occupied  at  farming  in  Dallas,  Polk  Co.,  Ore. ;  Mary 
E.,  born  Jan.  4,  1865,  is  the  wife  of  Charles  E. 
Smith,  of  Burr  Oak;  Frank  J.,  born  Sept.  28,  1865, 
learned  the  miller's  trade,  and  is  now  occupied  at 
this  calling  in  Fawn  River ;  William  F.,  born  Nov.  6, 
1871,  is  at  home,  and  is  engaged  in  farming.  Mrs. 
Ruth  A.  Butz  departed  this  life  at  the  homestead  in 
Fawn  River  Township,  Feb.  19,  1880. 

On  the  19th  of  November,  1882,  our  subject 
contracted  a  second  marriage,  with  Miss  Martha  J., 
daughter  of  John  Mitchell,  of  Dallas,  Iowa.  This 
lady   was  born  in  Indiana  in   1843,  and    possesses 
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those  sterling  qualities  which  have  constituted 
her  a  faithful  and  affectionate  helpmate,  a  trusty 
friend  and  neighbor,  well  spoken  of  by  all  around 
her.  The  Butz  homestead  is  one  of  the  most  at- 
tractive  in  this  part  of  the  county,  and  the  family 
is  widely  and  favorably  known  as  belonging  to  its 
best  elements. 

'l^^' 

f  ]  OHN  DUNLAP.  Fifty-two  years  ago,  before 
Michigan  had  been  admitted  into  the  Union 
as  a  State,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  made 
_  his  way  to  St.  Joseph  County,  being  then  a 
young  man  twenty  years  of  age,  and  since  that  time 
has  remained  closely  identified  with  its  agricultural 
and  business  interests.  He  is  now  in  the  enjoyment 
of  a  snug  property  located  on  section  11,  in  Yawn 
River  Township,  and  in  his  declining  years,  having 
passed  beyOnd  threescore  and  ten,  is  surrounded 
by  the  ease  and  comfort  which  are  justly  his  due. 
His  life  has  been  that  of  an  honest,  hard-working 
man,  and  while  laboring  as  a  tiller  of  the  soil,  and 
dealing  socially  and  financially  with  the  men  around 
him,  he  has  ftilly  established  himself  in  their  es- 
teemrand  confidence. 

Butler  County,  Pa.,  was  the  early  tramping 
ground  of  our  subject,  where  his  birth  took  place 
April  20,  1816.  His  father,  James  Dunlap,  w^as  of 
Scotch-Irish  ancestry,  and  emigrated  from  County 
Derry,  Ireland,  in  early  manhood,  settling  in  the 
Keystone  State,  where  he  carried  on  farming  until 
his^  death.  The  mother,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Dorcas  Kilbrith,  was  born  in  l^ennsylvania,  her  par- 
ents l)eing  among  the  earliest  settlers  of  that  region. 
She  was  of  English  descent.  The  parental  family 
consisted  of  ten  children :  Sarah,  tlie  first-born,  died 
young,  and  the  second,  also  named  Sarah,  died  when 
abou^sixty  years  old;  AVlUiam  and  Dorcas  died  in 
Butler  County,  Pa.;  Nancy,  Mrs.  John  Supple,  died 
in  Trumbull  County,  Ohio;  James  carried  on  farm- 
ing for  a  time  in  Rochester,  Ind.,  but  is  now  deceased ; 
Rebecca  was  the  wife  of  Nathan  Offutt,  and  is  de- 
ceased; F:iizabeth  married  Samuel  Davis,  and  they 
located  in  Missouri,  but  are  both  now  deceased. 
John  of  our  sketch  was  the  youngest  child. 

Our  subject  when  a  youth  of   sixteen  years   left 
the  parental  roof,  and  by  the  death  of  his   father, 
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which  occurred  the  previous  year,  was  thrown  upon 
his  own  resources.  He  managed  to  attetid  the 
district  school  for  a  time,  and  about  1832  emigrated 
to  the  then  little  town  of  Warren,  Trumbull  Co., 
Ohio,  where  he  learned  the  trade  of  carpenter,  which 
he  followed  thereafter  at  intervals  for  a  period  of 
thirty  years.  After  coming  to  this  State  he  located 
first  in  Bronson,  Branch  County,  and  subsequently 
erected  what  was  known  as  Rose  Tavern.  That 
same  season  he  put  up  a  sawmill,  which  long  ago 
gave  place  to  the  present  old  Greeley  mill. 

Mr.  Dunlap  was  uniformly  successful  in  his 
labors,  and  in  his  vocation  as  carpenter  handled 
large  contracts.  From  1844  to  1850  he  was  in  the 
employ  of  the  Michigan  Southern  Railroad  Com- 
pany, building  and  sub-contracting  for  the  erection 
of  station-houses  all  along  the  line.  These  contracts 
he  executed  with  dispatch  and  profit.  About  1838 
he  located  on  a  piece  of  heavily  timbered  land  in 
Bethel,  now  Branch  County,  securing  150  acres. 
By  the  exercise  of  untiring  industry  and  the  per- 
severance that  w^ould  admit  no  such  word  as  fail, 
he  cleared  ninety  acres  of  this,  felling  the  trees,  re- 
moving every  stump,  and  transforming  the  land 
into  a  fine  prairie  farm. 

In  the  spring  of  1863  Mr.  Dunlap  changed  his 
residence  to  Burr  Oak  Township,  locating  on  the 
present  Fogieman  farm  of  100  acres,  to  which  he 
added  the  Lancaster  place  of  forty  acres.  This  he 
also  brought  to  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  residing 
there  until  1866.  Then  selling  out  once  more,  he 
purchased  the  old  Arnold  place  in  the  village,  and 
invested  his  surplus  capital  in  a  stock  of  groceries, 
becoming  successful  in  trade.  His  early  habits, 
however,  would  not  allow  him  to  be  contented  in 
town,  so  after  two  years  he  purchased  270  acres  of 
choice  land  from  Joseph  Annis,  of  Fawn  River 
Township,  where  he  erected  a  fine  brick  residence, 
made  other  improvements,  and  developed  one  of  the 
most  valuable  homesteads  in  St.  Joseph  County. 
Here  we  have  the  picture  of  the  model  country 
estate,  supplied  with  everything  suggested  to  the 
gentleman  of  taste  and  means,  and  one  who  en- 
deavors to  surround  his  family  with,  all  the  com- 
forts and  many  of  the  luxuries  of  life. 

Mr.  Dunlap,  in  1837,  was  married  to  Miss  Mary 
Smith,  of   Bronson  Township,  the  ceremony  being 


performed  by  Esquire  Tisdell.  Mrs.  Dunlap  is  the 
daughter  of  David  and  Elsie  (Williams)  Smith, 
who  were  natives  of  New  York,  the  father  a  school 
teacher  by  profession,  a  thoroughly  educated  man 
and  astronomical  lecturer.  He  was  of  New  En- 
gland stock,  and  during  his  early  life  resided  for  a 
time  in  Syracuse,  N.  Y.  Upon  coming  to  Michi- 
gan the  parents  settled  in  Branch  County.  The 
maternal  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Dunlap,  Maj.  Will- 
iams, was  Captain  of  a  company  of  troops  during 
the  Revolutionary  War,  a  brave  and  efficient  officer. 
To  David  Smith  and  his  estimable  wife  there  were 
born  five  children,  two  sons  and  three  daughters, 
who  were  quite  young  when  the  parents  came  to 
Michigan,  but  are  now  all  deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Smith  are  both  deceased.  The  record  of  the  chil- 
dren born  to  our  subject  and  his  wife  is  as  follows: 
John,  the  eldest,  died  when  an  interesting  little  lad 
six  years  of  age;  Elsie  married  Mr.  Frank  Abbott, 
a  liveryman  of  Lagrange  County,  Ind. ;  Mary  is 
the  wife  of  B.  F.  Bordner,  of  Fawn  River  Town- 
ship, this  county;  Delia  died  at  the  age  of  six  years. 
The  mother  of  these  children  passed  away  on  the 
24th  of  January,  1888. 

Mr.  Dunlap  votes  the  straight  Republican  ticket 
but  has  steadily  declined  becoming  an  office-holder, 
although  often  solicited  to  do  so,  with  the  exception 
of  serving  as  Township  Supervisor  some  years  ago. 
John  F.  Abbott,  the  son  of  his  daughter  Elsie,  and 
a  very  promising  young  man,  has  been  educated  by 
his  grandfather,  and  now  holds  the  post  of  Assistant 
Professor  of  Surgery  for  the  Michigan  Central 
Railroad.  He  was  graduated  from  the  medical 
department  of  the  Michigan  State  LTniversity  in  the 
class  of  '87,  and  is  now   twenty-six  years  of  age. 

^  AY  el.  STANTON,  a  prominent  attorney  in 
the  village  of  Burr  Oak,  established  himself 
in  business  here  in  December,  1880.  He 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  a  few  months  pre- 
vious to  this  time,  and  two  years  later  to  practice 
in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State.  In  1884  he  was 
admitted  to  practice  in  the  United  States  Court  at 
Grand  Rapids,  Mich.  He  was  graduated  from  the 
Burr  Oak  High  School  in  1874,  and  from  theStur- 
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<Tis  Iligli  School  in  1878.  He  entered  the  law  de- 
partment of  the  Michigan  State  University  in  1879, 
bnt  on  account  of  ill-health  was  obliged  to  abandon' 
liis  studies  there,  and  spent  the  year  following  in 
the  office  of  D.  E.  Thomas,  a  leading  lawyer  of 
Sturgis.  Thence  he  came  to  Burr  Oak,  where  he 
has  by  close  attention  to  business  secured  a  lucra- 
tive practice,  and  is  in  every  respect  a  popular 
citizen.  He  is  an  extensive  reader,  and  keeps  him- 
self well  posted  upon  the  matters  relating  to  his 
profession,  and  all  others  , of  interest  to  the  intelli- 
gent member  of  society. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch,  a  native  of  the  town 
in  which  he  still  resides,  was  born  Jan.  7,  1858. 
His  parents,  Le  and  Libby  (Kezartee)  Stanton, 
were  natives  of  Ashtabula  County,  Ohio,  and  of 
English  and  Scotch  origin.  His  grandparents  on 
both  sides  of  the  house  settled  at  an  early  day  in 
Ashtabula  County,  Ohio,  where  they  became  owners 
of  large  tracts  of  land,  which  they  improved  into 
valuable  estates.  The  parents  of  our  subject  emi- 
grated to  Michigan  in  1857,  settling  in  Burr  Oak 
Township,  where  the  father  successfully  engaged  in 
farming  until  his  death,  in  1879.  The  only  child 
of  the  family  was  our  subject.  Jay  J.  Le  Stanton 
was  a  man  of  more  than  ordinary  capabilities,  a 
prominent  Republican  in  the  politics  of  his  adopted 
township,  and  served  as  elustice  of  the  Peace  and 
School  Inspector.     The  mother  is  still  living. 

Our  subject  was  married,  at  Sturgis,  this  State, 
to  Miss  Hattie  1)..  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Eliza 
(Dudley)  Ayres.  They  were  natives  of  New  Jer- 
sey and  New  York  respectively,  and  the  father  a 
minister  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  be- 
longing to  the  Northern  Indiana  Conference,  until 
their  removal  to  Sturgis,  where  he  was  engaged  in 
mercantile  business  until  his  death,  in  1874.  He 
was  also  a  prominent  Mason.  Their  family  con- 
sisted of  two  children  only — Mrs.  Stanton  and 
Charles  D.  Mrs.  Hattie  Stanton  was  born  Sept.  20, 
1859,  in  Angola,  Ind.  She  is  a  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church.  He  was  Township  Clerk  for 
a  period  of  five  years,  declined  serving  the  next 
two  years,  but  was  re-elected  in  1888,  and  is  the 
present  incumbent  of  the  office. 

Mr.  Stanton  for  four  years  was  a  member  and 
Treasurer  of  the   Republican   County  Committee, 


and  has  ever  been  a  cheerful  worker  in  behalf  of 
the  principles  in  which  he  has  the  most  sincere 
faith.  He  owns  a  farm  of  eighty  acres  half  a 
mile  west  from  the  corporate  limits  of  Burr  Oak, 
also  a  farm  in  Ashtabula  County,  Ohio.  His  neat 
and  tasteful  residence  is  located  on  Eifth  street  in 
Burr  Oak,  opposite  the  park,  and  he  has  other 
property  interests. 

Mr.  Stanton  was  in  1888  the  nominee  of  the  Re- 
publican party  for  Circuit  Court  Commissioner  of 
this  county,  and  was  elected  over  Gershom  P.  Doan, 
of  Mendon,  the  Democratic  and  Gj^eenback  nominee 
for  that  office.  He  is  actively  engaged  in  the  per- 
formance of  the  duties  of  that  office. 
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R.  HINCHER.     The  main   points  in  the 
history  of  tins  solid   citizen  of  Burr  Oak 
Village  are   substantially    as    follows:  He 
._^  was  born  in  Greece  Township,  Monroe  Co., 

N.  Y.,  Nov.  2,  1825,  and  lived  there  until  a  man 
twenty-six  years  of  age.  Thence  migrating  to  Ohio 
he  sojourned  in  the  Scioto  Valley  a  period  of  five 
years,  employing  himself  a  greater  part  of  the  time 
in  a  sawmill.  At  the  expiration  of  this  time,  de- 
siring to  see  something  of  the  farther  AY  est,  he 
made  his  way  to  Southern  Michigan,  and  coming 
into  this  county  settled  upon  a  tract  of  land  in 
Burr  Oak  Township,  of  which  he  has  since  been  an 
honored  and  respected  resident. 

Mr.  Hincher,  however,  had  visited  the  Wolverine 
State  in  the  spring  of  1848,  prospecting,  and  spend- 
ing a  brief  time  with  his  brother  John,  who  had 
preceded  him  to  this  region.  He  at  that  time  made 
up  his  mind  that  here  he  could  content  himself  to 
stay  and  build  up  a  future  home.  While  a  resi- 
dent of  New  York  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Mary  Dewey,  tlie  wedding  being  celebrated 
at  the  home  of  the  bride  on  the  24th  of  September, 
1851.  This  lady  was  the  daughter  of  Hon.  Joseph 
and  Mariah  Dewey,  the  father  an  ex-member  of 
the  Legislature,  and  at  one  time  an  Associate  Judge 
of  the  County  Court.  Prior  to  his  election  to 
office  he  had  carried  on  farming  successfully  in 
New  York.    He  is  now  retired  from  active  life,  and 
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lives  in  a  pleasant  home  at  Churebville,  N.  Y.,  sur- 
rounded by  all  the  comforts  of  life. 

Our  subject  and  his  estimable  wife  began  the 
journey  of  life  together  in  1851.  They  have  six 
children  living:  The  eldest  daughter,  Electa  M., 
is  the  wife  of  Elmore  Coles,  who  is  engaged  in 
farming  in  Burr  Oak;  Rosaline,  Mrs.  Thomas 
Bastian,  is  a  resident  of  Duffield,  Genesee  County, 
this  State;  Frank  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-seven 
years,  in  June,  1888;  Hettie,  Myrtle,  Lee  and  Otis 
are  at  home  with  their  parents,  although  Myrtle  is 
usually  engaged  in  teaching.  Mr.  Hincher,  politi- 
cally, is  a  sound  Democrat,  and  has  been  the  can- 
didate of  his  party  for  various  offices,  but  the 
Democracy  being  in  the  minority,  he  suffered  the 
fate  of  the  balance  of  his  ticket.  He  is  a  man  of 
ripe  judgment,  excellent  principles,  and  more  than 
ordinary  capabilities,  and  a  citizen  in  whom  is 
placed  the  utmost  confidence. 


<^  ^ ILL! AM  H.  WELLS  owns  and  occupies  a 
\pj//  ^""^  homestead  on  section  2  in  Burr  Oak 
'^^^  Township,  where  to  a  great  extent  he  has 
carried  out  the  theory  of  Horace  Greeley,  '-that  a 
small  acreage  well  tilled  is  more  desirable  than  a 
large  area  of  land  partially  neglected."  His  13- 
acre  farm  is  consequently  brought  to  a  high  state 
of  cultivation  and  he  has  good  improvements,  in- 
cluding the  necessary  buildings  and  a  cider  mill, 
which  he  operates  profitably  both  for  himself  and 
his  neighbors. 

Our  subject,  essentially  an  Ohio  man,  was  born 
in  Seneca  County,  that  State,  Jan.  3,  1840,  at  the 
modest  homestead  of  his  parents  in  Thompson 
Township.  His  father,  William  Wells,  was  a  far- 
mer by  occupation,  and  a  native  of  Bellefontaine, 
Pa.,  and  married  in  early  manhood  Miss  Susan  Bar- 
ger.  The  parents  settled  among  the  pioneers  of 
Seneca  County,  Ohio,  where  they  lived  until  1860, 
and  then  came  to  this  county.  The  father  died  at 
the  home  of  his  son  W.  H.,  in  Burr  Oak,  Sept.  24, 
1888,  when  over  seventy -seven  years  of  age,  hav- 
ing been  born  in  May,  1811.  The  mother  is  still 
living. 

Four  sons  of  the  parental  famil}^  served  as  sol- 
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diers  in  the  late  Civil  War.  The  eldest,  Benjamin 
F.,  is  now  a  brick  manufacturer  of  Scott  City,  Kan. 
One  daughter  died  when  twenty  3^ears  of  age. 
Benjamin  F.,  in  18G1,  enlisted  as  a  Union  soldier 
at  Three  Rivers, -in  the  llth  Michigan  Infantry, 
which  was  under  command  of  Col.  Stoughton,  but 
organized  under  Col.  May,  of  White  Pigeon.  Their 
duties  lay  mostly  with  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland. 
Benjamin  F.  was  in  active  service,  escaped  wounds 
and  capture,  and  at  the  expiration  of  his  term  of 
enlistment  received  his  honorable  discharge.  He 
was  all  through  the  Georgia  campaign,  his  regi- 
ment being  most  of  the  time  with  the  23d  Army 
Corps. 

Our  subject,  following  the  example  of  his  broth- 
ers, also  entered  the  ranks,  becoming  a  member  of 
Company  F,  1st  Michigan  Light  Artillery,  in  which 
he  rendered  a  faithful  service  of  three  years.  He 
also  went  with  his  regiment  through  the  Georgia 
campaign,  and  participated  in  many  of  the  important 
battles  of  the  war,  including  the  siege  of  Atlanta 
and  the  battle  of  Nashville.  He  also  was  fortunate, 
receiving  only  a  wound  by  the  accidental  discharge 
of  a  pistol,  on  account  of  which  he  draws  a  pension. 
After  a  faithful  service  of  three  years  he  was  given 
his  honorable  discharge  near  the  close  of  the  war, 
on  the  14th  of  January,  1865,  at  Nashville,  Tenn. 
His  brother  George  belonged  to  the  103d  Ohio 
Infantry,  and,  less  fortunate  than  the  others,  fell  a 
victim  to  the  rebel  atrocities  of  Libby  Prison,  be- 
ing captured  and  confined  in  that  terrible  stockade, 
where  he  was  deprived  of  his  shoes,  and  where  his 
feet  were  frozen,  rendering  him  a  cripple  for  life. 
He  also  is  a  pensioner,  and  is  now  living  on  his 
farm  near  Pulaski,  Williams  Co.,  Ohio.  Jacob 
Wells,  the  other  brother,  also  enlisted  in  the  103d 
Ohio  Infantry,  and,  at  the  battle  of  Beverly,  W. 
Va.,  was  wounded  in  the  small  of  the  back,  and  re- 
ceived an  honorable  discharge  after  a  service  of 
three  years.  He  also  draws  a  pension,  and  is  a 
resident  of  Illinois. 

Our  subject,  after  returning  from  the  army,  took 
up  his  residence  in  this  county,  and  in  the  fall  of 
1867  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Esther  E. 
Ware,  who  was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  was 
born  April  22,  1840.  Mrs.  Wells  is  the  daughter 
of  Phillip  and  Esther  A.  (Gracely)  Ware,  who  were 
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natives  of  Lehigh  County,  Pa.,  and  emigrated  to 
Michigan  about  1860,  the  father  taking  up  a  tract 
of  land  in  Colon  Township,  this  county,  where  he 
labored  until  his  death.  The  mother  is  also  de- 
ceased. 

To  our  subject  and  his  estimable  wife  there  have 
been  born  ten  children — Milton  A.,  Wilson,  Edwin, 
Rose,  Matilda,  Malinda,  Esther  A.,  Susan,  Marinda 
and  Clinton,  the  latter  of  whom  is  deceased, 


<|  j^ILUAM  REITERMAN,  Ph.  D.,  is  a  gen- 
\/jJf  tieman  of  thorough  education,  great  culture? 
^^  and  in  many  respects  possesses  more  than 
ordinary  ability.  He  occupies  a  pleasant  home  in 
Burr  Oak  Township,  and  has  been  a  resident  of  this 
county  since  March  1,  1866. 

A  native  of  the  Prussian  Province  of  Branden- 
burg, our  subject  was  born  May  22,  1832,  and 
there  spent  the  early  years  of  his  life,  until  a  youth 
of  seventeen,  acquiring  a  thorough  common-school 
education.  He  was  a  bright  and  ambitious  lad, 
and,  not  being  satisfied  with  his  prospects  in  his 
own  country,  determined  to  emigrate  to  America. 
Embarking  at  the  port  of  Bremen,  he  crossed  the 
Atlantic  unaccompanied  by  any  friend  or  acquaint- 
ance, landing  in  New  York  City  penniless.  His 
most  pressing  business  was  to  secure  employment, 
and  his  first  day's  work  was  on  a  railroad,  but  with 
this  employment  he  was  not  at  all  pleased.  The 
next  day  he  sought  for  something  more  congenial 
to  his  tastes,  and  finally  engaged  with  a  farmer, 
John  Schneider,  who  lived  near  Carlisle,  in  Scho- 
harie County,  N.  Y.,  and  with  whom  he  remained 
one  and  one-half  years.  He  was  very  careful  and 
economical  in  his  expenditures,  and  kept  steadily 
in  view  his  determination  to  secure  a  good  edu- 
cation. In  due  time  he  became  a  student  of  Har- 
wick  Seminary,  near  Coopers  town,  Otsego  County, 
and  upon  leaving  this  entered  Geneva  College^ 
where  he  took  a  classical  course,  and  from  which  he 
was  graduated  in  the  class  of  '57.  Our  subject 
now  commenced  teaching  at  Sand  Lake  Collegiate 
Institute,   in  the  vicinity  of  Troy,  N.  Y.      He  had 


married  Miss  Sarah  E.  Whiteman,  of  East  Spring- 
field. N.  Y.,  Oct.  15,  1857,  with  whom  he  moved 
to  Findlay,  Ohio,  where  he  lost  his  companion,  who 
left  a  daughter,  Sarah  p]lizabeth,  four  weeks  old. 
Her  grandparents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas  Whiteman, 
of  East  Springfield,  took  her,  and  with  them  she 
is  still  living.  Prof.  Reiterman  remained  five  years 
at  Findlay,  and  spent  the  following  two  years  at 
Toledo.  He  came  to  this  county  in  the  spring  of 
1866.  Prof.  Reiterman,  on  the  1st  of  November, 
1859,  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  E., 
daughter  of  Josiah  and  Sarah  (Houser)  Moorehead, 
the  wedding  taking  place  at  the  home  of  the  bride 
in  Findla}^  Ohio.  The  parents  of  Mrs.  Reiterman 
were  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  and  the  father  car- 
ried on  harness-making  in  Findla3^  Ohio.  He  had 
during  his  early  manhood  learned  the  trade  of  sad- 
dler, which  he  followed  until  1874.  The  parents 
spent  their  last  years  in  Benton  Ridge,  Ohio. 

Mrs.  Reiterman  was  born  May  22,  1843,  in 
Findlay,  Ohio,  and  received  a  common-school  edu- 
cation, remaining  under  the  parental  roof  until  her 
marriage.  The  Professor  and  his  wife  began  their 
wedded  life  together  at  Findlay,  where  they  lived 
until  1864,  when  they  removed  to  Toledo.  Their 
union  has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  six  children, 
the  record  of  whom  is  as  follows:  Henrietta  S.  was 
born  Oct.  4,  1860,  and  is  now  the  wife  of  Frank 
Brown,  a  farmer  of  Champaign,  111.;  Gertrude  was 
born  Nov.  1,  1862,  and  married  Willis  Appleman, 
who  is  engaged  in  farming  at  Turkey  Creek,  Ind. ; 
Josiah  was  born  Oct.  7,  1864,  and  is  manager  of  a 
hardware  store  at  Grand  Rapids;  Julia,  born  Feb. 
6,  1867,  died  at  the  home  of  her  parents  in  Sturgis, 
May  4,  1870;  Isabella,  born  July  8,  1872,  and 
Frances,  Oct.  20,  1883,  are  at  home  with  their 
parents. 

Prof.  Reiterman,  in  the  year  1878,  invested  a 
portion  of  his  surplus  capital  in  land,  and  now  owns 
a  fine  farm  of  220  acres  on  section  5  in  Burr  Oak 
Township.  He  identified  himself  with  the  Pres- 
byterian Church  in. 1870,  in  which  he  is  an  Elder, 
and  has  at  times  occupied  the  pulpit  of  the 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Church.  He  is  a  gentleman 
of  fine  tastes,  and  possesses  considerable  talent  as 
an  artist.  It  is  a  real  pleasure  to  meet  a  refined 
gentleman  like  Prof.  Reiterman,  and  the  biographer 
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especially  enjoyed  the  hour  spent  with  him.  His  por- 
trait graces  an  acccnipanying  pi^ge,  and  will  be 
welcomed  by  his  many  friends  throughout  the 
county. 


OWARD  HOPKINS,  a  veteran  of  over 
eighty  years  of  age,  and  a  resident  of  this 
county  since  the  summer  of  1845,  was  one 
of  the  earliest  pioneers  of  Michigan  Terri- 
tory, to  which  he  came  in  1836.  He  was  a  resident 
of  Washington  County  for  the  first  ten  years  after 
his  arrival  here,  and  has  made  of  agriculture  a  life- 
long pursuit.  He  is  now  located  on  section  3  in 
Mendon  Township. 

Abner  Hopkins,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  a 
native  of  Rhode  Island,  and  married  Miss  Caroline 
Ames,  who  w^as  born  in  Massachusetts.  After  mar- 
riage the  parents  settled  in  Otsego  County,  N.  Y., 
and  from  there  moved  to  Seneca  County,  where  the 
mother  died.  Abner  Hopkins  after  the  death  of 
his  wife  came  to  Washtenaw  County,  Mich.,  where 
his  death  took  place  about  1844.  The  parental 
household  consisted  of  eight  children,  three  of 
whom  are  still  living. 

Our  subject  was  the  sixth  child  of  his  parents, 
and  was  born  in  Burlington,  Otsego  Co.,  N.  Y., 
May  26,  1808.  He  came  to  Southern  Michigan, 
and  in  December,  1845,  purchased  101  acres  of 
land  in  Mendon  Township.  Of  this  he  has  now 
seventy- two  acres,  upon  which  he  has  erected  good 
buildings,  planted  fruit  trees,  and  gathered  about 
him,  as  years  passed  by,  the  comforts  and  conveni- 
ences of  rural  life. 

Mr.  Hopkins  was  first  married  in  Wayne  County, 
N.  Y.,  to  Miss  Damaris  Tripp,  who  became  the 
mother  of  three  children,  and  died  at  the  homestead 
in  Mendon  Township,  March  11,  1854.  Their 
eldest  daughter,  Martha,  is  now  the  wife  of  eJ.  W. 
Brown,  of  Wichita,  Kan.;  Clarissa  married  George 
W.  Wing,  and  lives  in  Mendon;  Sarah,  Mrs.  C.  E. 
Wolcott,  makes  her  home  in  Vicksburg. 

The  present  wife  of  our  subject,  to  whom  he  was 
married  April  8,  1857,  was  formerly  Mrs.  Martha 
Tryon,  widow  of  Henry  Tryon,  and  daughter  of 
Alson  and  Almira  Wing.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wing  came 


to  Mendon  Township  from  Sturgis  about  1848,  and 
here  spent  the  remainder  of  their  days,  the  father 
departing  hence  in  1873,  and  the  mother  in  the 
year  1880.  Mrs.  Martha  Hopkins  was  born  in 
Washtenaw  County,  this  State,  April  8,  1838.  Of 
her  first  marriage  there  was  born  one  child,  a  daugh- 
ter, Henrietta,  who  is  now  the  wife  of  Charles  Hop- 
kins, of  Owosso.  Of  her  union  with  our  subject 
there  have  been  born  seven  children,  namely:  Eli- 
nor, the  wife  of  Franklin  Clark,  of  Vernon ;  Caro- 
line, Belle,  Berenice,  Howard  A.,  Harry  A.  and 
Lillias.  The  latter  died  Aug.  6,  1877,  when  ten 
years  old. 

Mr.  Hopkins  attended  the  first  Republican  mass 
meeting  held  in  the  State  of  Michigan,  and  from 
this  is  indicated  his  political  principles,  he  having 
been  a  stanch  Republican  since  the  organization  of 
the  party.  As  one  of  the  honored  pioneers  of  St. 
Joseph  County,  he  is  accorded  that  tacit  reverence 
and  respect  involuntarily  given  to  those  whose  ex- 
perience has  been  so  long  and  varied,  and  whose 
career  has  been  one  uniformly  useful  and  honor- 
able. Mrs.  Hopkins  is  a  very  estimable  lady,  look- 
ing well  to  the  ways  of  her  household,  and  making 
her  home  one  of  the  pleasantest  to  be  found  within 
the  precincts  of  St.  Joseph  County. 
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ANSOM  CRAW,  of  Florence  Township,  was 
born  on  the  homestead  which  he  now  owns 
,,  and  occupies,  Jan.  30,  1843.  This  property 
^^;his  lather  secured  at  an  early  day,  when  the 
country  around  was  in  its  primitive  condition,  and 
the  settlers  few  and  far  between.  It  is  pleasantly 
located  on  section  6,  and  by  the  exercise  of  j^ears 
of  industry  and  a  wise  investment  of  funds  has  been 
brought  to  a  valuable  and  productive  condition. 

Our  subject  is  the  son  of  Marshall  Craw,  a  na- 
tive of  New  York  State,  who  emigrated  to  Michi- 
gan when  a  young  man,  while  it  was  a  Territory, 
settling  in  St.  Joseph  County  as  early  as  1833.  At 
that  date  he  secured  the  tract  of  land  which  has 
since  been  in  the  family,  and  where  he  spent  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life.  Here  he  labored  for  a  period 
of  twenty-two  years,  passing  away  on  the  15th  of 
April,    1853,    at   the    age    of    fifty-five.      He    was 
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mnrried  in  Wayne  County,  N.  Y.,  to  Miss  Mary 
Ann  Sloan,  daughter  of  Robert  Sloan,  a  native 
of  the  same  State.  Of  this  union  there  were  born 
four  children,  two  of  whom,  Hiram  and  Mary,  died 
in  infanc3^  The  others  were  Phoebe,  and  Ransom, 
our  subject.  The  former  was  the  wife  of  Richard 
Weatherbee,  and  died  Feb.  26,  1877.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
W.  became  the  parents  of  two  children,  Ma}^  and 
George.  Mrs.  Weatherbee  died  in  Mendon,  this 
county,  in  1877. 

The  mother  of  our  subject'  died  Dec.  30,  1847, 
and  Marshall  Craw  Was  married  a  second  time  in 
Plorence,  in  1849,  to  Miss  Eunice  AYeatherbee,  who 
was  born  in  Kingsbury,  N.  Y..  Nov.  2,  1801,  and 
is  still  living,  making  her  home  with  her  stepson 
Ransom. 

Our  subject  acquired  his  education  in  the  com- 
mon schools  mostl3%  but  completed  his  studies  in 
the  graded  school  of  Three  Rivers.  Aside  from 
this  he  spent  his  boyhood  and  youth  after  the 
manner  of  most  farmers'  sons,  being  trained  to 
habits  of  industry,  and  becoming  familiar  with  the 
various  employments  of  farm  life.  After  reaching 
man's  estate,  he  was  married,  in  Fabius  Town- 
ship, this  county,  Dec.  16,  1863,  to  Miss  Mary  L. 
Weatherbee,  who,  like  her  husband,  is  a  native  of 
this  county,  and  was  born  April  21,  1844.  They 
are  the  parents  of  six  children,  all  of  whom  are 
living,  namely:  Mary  D.,  Henry,  Frank,  Marshall, 
John  and  Carlos.  Mary  D.  was  born  Jan.  1,  1865; 
Henry,  Sept.  23,  1866;  Frank,  April  13,  1868;  Mar- 
shall, Nov.  4,  1869;  John,  Aug.  31,  1875,  and 
Carlos,  May  28,  1881.  Mr.  Craw  cast  his  first  Presi- 
dential vote  for  Abraham  Lincoln,  and  uniformly 
supports  the  principles  of  the  Republican  party.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity  at  Three. 
Rivers. 


TEPHEN  M.    NASH  occupies  a   foremost 
place  among  the    thrifty    and    intelligent 
agriculturists  of  this  section  of  Michigan. 
He  lives  on  his  highly  improved  farm  lo- 
cated on  section   17,  in  Mottville  Township.     It  is 
one  of  the   most   valuable   and    highly   improved 
tracts  of  land  in  the  county.     He  was  born  in  Stark 
County,  Ohio,  Jan.  26,  1823.     His  father,  Sampson 
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C.  Nash,  was   born  in  Maryland,  Jan.  1,  1789.     He 
was  a  farmer,  and  when  his  time  was   not  occupied 
on  the  farm  he  followed  the  occupation  of  a  carpen- 
ter.    His  mother  was   Lovina   Allerton.     She  and 
the  father  of  our  subject   were   married    in    Stark 
County,  Ohio,  in  1819,  and  lived  in  Ohio  until,  in 
the  spring  of  1843,  they  moved  to  Elkhart  County, 
Ind.     During  the  residence  of  the  family  here  the 
father  was  killed  in  a  railway  accident,  Jan.  24,  1853. 
Our  subject  is  one  of  a  family  of  six  children, 
named  as  follows:    John  P.,  born  in  Ohio,  Sept.  4, 
1820;  Stephen,  our   subject;  Aaron,  born    Oct.  7, 
1827;  Ira,  Aug.  21,  1830;  Cxeorge,  March  9,  1833; 
William,  Aug.  31,  1837,  and  Amos.     The  mother  is 
deceased.     Amos  was  a  soldier  in  the  Union   Army 
during  the  Rebellion,  and   died  May  10,  1862,  of 
camp    fever;  William   was  also  a  soldier,  and  died 
Feb.   10,   1863,   from    camp   fever;    John    lives  in 
Monroeville,  Ind.,  and  is  a  minister  in  the  Method- 
ist Episcopal    Church;  Aaron    lives    in   Mt.    Ayr, 
Ringgold  Co.,  Iowa,  where  he  is  a  carpenter;  George 
lives  in  Minneapolis,  Minn.     In  his  earlier  life  he 
learned  the  trade  of  a  carpenter;  he  is  now   travel- 
ing for  a  w^holesale  house  in  that  city. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  began  life  as  a  poor 
hoy.  He  did  not  have  w^ealth  or  position  to  aid 
him,  and  he  relied  solely  upon  his  own  efforts  to 
attain  success,  and  he  has  made  his  life  what  he 
started  out  to  do,  both  in  the  sense  of  accumulating 
wealth  and  property,  and  in  doing  good  to  those 
about  him.  He  found  no  royal  road  to  fortune, 
nor  was  it  a  pathway  strewn  with  flow^ers,  but  the 
commanding  position  which  he  now  holds  was 
reached  by  the  wa}^  of  a  rough  and  tedious  road, 
every  step  of  which  presented  obstacles.  By  his 
will  and  perseverance  he  overcame  them  all,  and 
now^  we  find  him  one  of  the  most  wealthy  and 
highly  respected  men  of  the  times. 

The  first  wife  of  our  subject  was  Caroline  Voor- 
heis,  to  whom  he  was  married  April  21,  1853.  She 
was  born  Aug.  7,  1826,  and  died  March  27,  1882, 
aged  fifty-seven  years.  She  was  the  mother  of  one 
child,  a  daughter,  who  is  now  the  wife  of  John  W. 
Baxter,  to  whom  she  was  married  Oct.  10,  1877. 
Mr.  Nash  was  again  married,  April  15,  1884,  the 
lady  of  his  choice  being  Caroline  Eliza  Wright. 
She    is  of  Scotch  and  English   descent,    and  is  a   \ 
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worthy  member  of  the  Church  of  the  Disciples. 
He  is  an  active  member  of  this  church,  having  held 
the  office  of  Elder  and  other  important  positions  in 
the  society.  The  first  wife  was  also  a  member  of 
this  church. 

The  farm  occupied  by  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
is  one  of  the  finest  located  and  highest  improved  in 
the  county.  His  residence  is  large  and  roomy,  of  a 
modern  design,  is  handsomely  furnished  through- 
out, and  many  of  the  latest  improved  conveniences 
intended  to  contribute  to  the  welfare  and  comfort 
of  its  inmates  are  found  within  its  walls.  The 
building  is  located  in  the  midst  of  a  beautiful  lawn, 
and  is  surrounded  by  trees  and  flowers,  and  the 
barns  and  other  outhouses  are  of  the  most  substan- 
tial character,  erected  with  a  view  to  care  for  the 
stock  and  handle  the  crops  raised  on  the  farm  eco- 
nomically, and  to  the  best  advantage.  The  success 
that  has  accompanied  his  efforts  has  been  but  little 
short  of  phenomenal,  and  his  life  may  be  taken  as  a 
copy  by  the  youth  of  the  present  day,  which,  if 
adopted  and  zealously  followed  in  all  its  details, 
cannot  fail  in  crowning  their  efforts  with  unbounded 
success.  This  gentleman  has  served  as  Justice  of 
the  Peace  for  many  years,  but  is  not  in  that  ofhce 
now,  having  declined  a  re-election.  He  has  served 
as  Chairman  for  the  Board  of  Supervisors  of  the 
county  for  several,  terms.  He  is  a  man  having 
great  force  of  character  and  personal  influence  over 
all  with  whom  he  becomes  associated. 
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r  ARVEY  K.  FIELD.  In  the  incidents  due 
to  the  labor  of  compiling  a  biographical 
work  such  as  this,  there  are  none  which  af- 
ford to  the  writer  any  greater  pleasure  than 
to  meet  and  converse  with  the  large  number  of 
old  settlers  of  the  country,  and  among  the  greater 
number  of  such,  residing  in  St.  Joseph  County,  we 
have  found  none  that  were  better  informed  on  all 
matters  of  history  pertaining  to  the  early  days  than 
the  subject  of  this  sketch.  He  is  now  living  in  the 
village  of  Mottville,  having  retired  from  the  active 
life  of  a  farmer,  which  he  followed  for  many  years. 
This  gentleman  was  born  in  Ontario  County, 
N.  Y.,  in  1826.     His  boyhood  days  were  passed  on 
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the  farm,  as  was  also  the  major  portion  of  his  life, 
up  to  the  time  of  his  retirement.  He  received  but 
a  limited  education  in  the  district  schools.  He 
never  attended  any  college,  but  he  possessed  a 
natural  studious  habit,  and  he  was  a  close  observer 
of  men  and  events,  and  by  the  constant  exercise  of 
these  two  traits  he  has  attained  a  practical  knowl- 
edge that  has  served  him  to  a  good  purpose.  In 
1845  he  first  came  to  Mottville,  where  he  lived 
until  1849,  when  he,  with  many  others,  was  at- 
tacked with  the  gold  fever,  and  went  to  California 
in  that  year.  There  he  remained  for  nearly  two 
years,  when  he  returned  to  Michigan  in  1851,  and 
purchased  a  tract  of  203  acres  of  land  located  in 
Cass  County.  It  was  partially  ^  improved  at  the 
time  of  purchase,  and  is  now  one  of  the  best  im- 
proved farms  in  the  county.  It  was  his  home  until 
he  retired  and  removed  to   Mottville  Village. 

Mr.  Field  is  the  son  of  Darius  Field.  The  father 
was  born  Aug  12,  1792,  in  Vermont.  The  mother 
was  Saloma  (Clark)  Field.  She  was  born  Jan.  5, 
1797,  in  Vermont.  The  parents  were  married  in 
Vermont,  Nov.  22,  1815.  About  a  year  after  their 
marriage  they  moved  to  New  York,  settling  in 
Prattsburg,  Steuben  County,  where  they  lived  until 
1845,  when  they  moved  to  St.  eJoseph  County, 
Mich.,  and  settled  in  Constantine  Township.  The 
father  purchased  a  farm  in  Cass  County,  which  he 
held  for  a  number  of  years.  He  sold  this  farm,  and 
moved  into  Mottville  Village,  where  he  resided 
until  Feb.  16,  1874,  on  which  day  he  died.  The 
mother  died  July  2,  1864,  in  the  village  of  Mott- 
ville. Both  parents  were  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church;  the  father  held  many  different 
offices  in  the  church,  and  his  entire  life  was  exem- 
plary in  all  respects. 

A  large  family  of  children  were  born  to  the  par- 
ents of  our  subject,  and  were  named  as  follows: 
Rhoda  A.,  Diana,  Lavinia,  Desdemona,  Hermione, 
Darius,  Saloma,  Adeline,  Caroline,  Chester  A.,  Mar- 
tin D.  and  E^mory  G.  Rhoda  A.  was  born  in  Pratts- 
burg, N.  Y.,Feb.  14,  181 7,  and  was  the  wife  of  Orris 
Briggs;  both  husband  and  wife  are  dead.  She  was 
the  mother  of  eight  children,  five  of  whom  are  liv- 
ing, four  in  Michigan  and  one  in  Iowa.  Diana 
was  born  in  Steuben  County,  N.  Y.,  June  6,  1819, 
aud    died    when   quite   young:    Eavinia   was   born 
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I      March   20,  1821,    in  Steuben   County,  and   is  now 
:  i     living  in   Mottville  Village,  the  widow  of  Thomas 
'  i     Burns;    Desdemona  and  Ilermione  are   twin  sisters, 
i  ?      born   Dec.  31,  1828.     Hermione   is  the  wife  of  Jo- 
*     seph  Parker,  and  resides  in  Ontario  County,  N.  Y., 
f     and  is  the  mother  of   five  children,  two  girls  and 
i  I      three  boys.   Desdemona  is  the  wife  of  Nathan  Hess, 
'i     to   whom   she  was  married  Jan.   1,  1845;  they  re- 
'^     side  near  Jackson,  Mich.     Her  sister  Hermione  and 
:      her  husband  were   married  on  the   same  day.     Da- 
':     rius  W.  was  born  in  Steuben  County,  N.  Y.,  April 
f      26,  1831,  in   the  town  of  Cohocton :  he   was   mar- 
ried in  December,  1852,  to  Sarah  Ray.     He  is  now 
I     a  farmer,  living  near  Kalamazoo,  the  father  of  two 
':      boys  and  one  girl.     Saloma  is  the  wife  of  Hollis  H. 
'i     Tyler,  to  whom  she  was  united  in  marriage   April 
i      26,  1831.  in   Cohocton.  N.  Y. ;  she  now  resides  in 
\     Naples,  Ontario  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  is  the  mother  of 
t     three  children.     Her    two    daughters  are  married, 
I      and  reside  in  Montana;  her  son  is  on  the  old  home- 
!      stead.  Adeline  and  Caroline  were  also  twins;  Ade- 
l     line  died  Dec.  25,  1 844,  aged  ten  years ;  Caroline  lives 
;      in  Nebraska  with  her  husband,  Christopher  Woolga- 
■      mood,  where  he  is  a  prosperous  farmer.     She  is  the 
mother  of   four    children,  one   of   whom    is    dead. 
Chester  A.  is    married    to    Rosa    Braginton;    they 
i      were  married  Oct.  27,  1858,  and  have  two  sons  and 
two  daughters.     He  is  a  farmer  and   merchant,  re- 
siding  in  Russell   County,   Kan.     Martin    D.  died 
April  4,  1839,  in  New  York  State;  Emory  G.  mar- 
]      ried  Elizabeth  Braginton,  Sept.  7,  1861,  in  Sturgis, 
Mich.;   they   lived   in  Mottville  until    1883,   when 
'i      they    moved    to    Fairmont,   Neb.,    where    he    died 
on  Thanksgiving  Day,  1885.     He  was  the  father  of 
four  children,  one  son  and  three  daughters,  all  liv- 
!      ing  in  the  West. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  and  his  good  wife  are 

the  parents   of   four   children,   three  of  whom  are 

'      dead.     Their   daughter,  Ella  L.,  is  the  wife  of  Ro- 

dolph  Klett,  and  resides  on  the  home  farm  with  her 

husband,  near  the  village  of   Mottville.     She  is  the 

.;      mother  of  one  child,  a  son.     Mr.  Field    is  a  strong 

I  I      Prohibitionist,  and  has  a  conscientious  belief  that 

I      the  time  is  not  far  distant  when   the  saloon  will  be 

I      dispensed  with,  and  the  liquor  element,  which  forms 

i  I      such  an   important  factor  in  the  political  questions 

\w     of  the  day,  will  become  a   thing  of  the  past.     Both 

-@-^#».nm,         „. .IM..I.I. ,,.. i.ii.,i.„i.,i      I     „ 


himself  and  wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  in  Mottville  Village,  conscien- 
tious and  sincere  in  their  religious  belief.  They  are 
both  generous  and  large-hearted,  and  take  an  act- 
ive part  in  all  matters  pertaining  to  the  spiritual 
and  material  welfare  of  their  neighborhood.  They 
are  very  sociable  in  their  disposition,  and  the  vis- 
itor to  their  home  is  made  doubly  welcome.  Mr. 
Field  has  been  Sunday-school  Superintendent  for 
the  last  twenty- five  years.  He  is  a  man  who  has, 
and  merits,  the  highest  opinion  of  his  fellowmen. 
In  the  family  of  our  subject's  father  there  were  five 
pairs  of  twins. 

^ ^>^ ^ 


f^^  TEPHEN  W.  GILKISON  is  one  of  the  in- 

^^^    dustrious,  frugal  and  successful  agricultur- 

|ii/^    ists  of  Burr  Oak  Township,  and  is  worth}^ 

a  place  in  an  Album   of  this   description. 

He   is  a  native  of   Mansfield,  Richland  Co.,  Ohio, 

where  he  was  born  on  the  12th  of  June,  1843.    His 

father,  George  C,  was  the  son  of  James  Gilkison,  a 

native  of  Kentucky,  and  a  pioneer  of  that  county. 

He  was  fully  established  in  business  as  a  mason,  to 

which  he  was  succeeded  by   his  son,  the  father  of 

our  subject.     Besides  George  he  was  the  father  of 

twelve  children,  of  whom  four  daughters  are  now 

living. 

George  C.  Gilkison,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
came  to  Michigan  and  located  at  Centreville  in  the 
year  1844,  remaining  there  about  twelve  months. 
Thence  he  removed  to  Elkhart  County,  Ind.,  where 
he  remained  for  about  two  years,  and  then  went  to 
dingers  Lake.  After  that  he  came  to  Sherman  in 
this  county,  finally  locating  in  Burr  Oak,  in  the 
year  1866.  The  maiden  name  of  his  wife  and  faith- 
ful life  companion  was  Mary  Keasey,  who  bore  him 
nine  children,  of  whom  our  subject  was  the  fourth 
born. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  is  a  man  of  character, 
wide  information,  and  with  large  ability  as  a  far- 
mer, a  faithful  and  true  friend  as  well  as  citizen. 
In  the  spring  of  1864  he  enlisted  in  defense  of  the 
Union,  becoming  a  member  of  Company  G,  11th 
Michigan  Infantry,  and  served  almost  two  years. 
During  that  time  he   saw  many  of  the  larger  and 
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more  important  engagem-ents,  besides  other  service. 
Among  the  battles  in  which  he  fought  may  be 
named  those  of  Peachtree  Creek,  Resaca,  Atlanta 
and  others.  He  came  out  of  the  military  service 
nnscathed,  exce[)ting  as  his  constitution  had  been 
strained  b}^  exposure  and  camp  life.  He  received 
an  honoraljle  discharge  in  1865  at  Nashville,  Tenn. 

On  the  10th  of  April,  i  b70,  Mr.  Gilkison  and 
Priscilla  Freed  were  united  in  marriage  at  Burr 
Oak.  The  wife  of  our  subject  is  a  daughter  of 
John  and  Priscilla  Freed.  It  was  her  misfortune  to 
lose  her  father  by  death  when  she  was  about  three 
years  of  age.  Her  mother  subsequently  removed  to 
Ohio,  and  later  married  Mr.  James  C.  Blanchard,  of 
Burr  Oak,  one  of  the  venerable  and  much  respected 
pioneers  of  this  county.  Our  subject's  marriage 
has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  ten  children, 
whose  names  are  as  follows:  Salathiel  S.,  Zavala  V., 
George  R.,  Leston  T.,  Clarion  M.,  Amey,  Nina  L., 
Joy  L.,  Sherman  Blaine  and  Mary  Gertrude. 

Our  subject,  although  not  a  leader  in  political 
affairs,  is  always  glad  to  bear  his  full  part  and  re- 
sponsibility as  a  citizen  and  as  a  meujber  of  the 
Republican  party,  with  which  he  has  worked  and 
voted  for  many  years. 


^^ 


^/  OHN  R.  GENTZLER  occupies  a  prominent 
I  place  among  the  young  farmers  of  Florence 
^.^  1  Township,  and  his  farm  on  section  31  is 
(^g//  classed  as  one  of  the  most  valuable  in  this 
locality.  He  is  a  son  of  Adam  and  Lydia  A.  (Leh- 
mer)  Gentzler,  natives  of  Pennsylvania;  his  father 
was  born  in  1827  and  his  mother  in  1828.  In  1854 
Mr.  Gentzler  settled  up  his  affairs  in  Pennsylvania, 
having  resolved  to  make  his  residence  for  the  future 
in  the  State  of  Michigan,  and  in  due  time  he  located 
in  St.  Joseph  County,  where  he  soon  became  identi- 
fied with  its  growing  agricultural  interests,  purchas- 
ing land  in  Park  Township,  which  he  improved 
into  a  good  farm.  Although  he  was  not  among  the 
first  settlers  of  the  township,  he  found  that  it  had 
not  advanced  very  far  from  the  primitive  con- 
dition of  its  early  days,  and  well  did  he  perform 
his  part  in  the  pioneer  labors  of  clearing  the  land 
and  developing  its  rich  agricultural  resources.     He 


is,  politically,  a  Democrat,  and  is  a  member  of  the 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  and  now  resides  in 
St.  Joseph  County.  The  good  mother  of  our  sub- 
ject died  Aug.  18,  1885,  having  rounded  out  a 
useful  and  busy  life  of  fifty-seven  years.  She  was 
also  a  member  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church. 
To  her  and  her  husband  were  born  five  children, 
tw^o  sons  and  three  daughters. 

John  R.  Gentzler,  of  this  biographical  sketch,  w^as 
the  third  child  of  these  worthy  people,  and  was 
born  in  Pennsylvania,  April  19,  1853.  Consequently 
he  was  scarce!}^  a  year  old  when  his  parents  came 
to  St.  Joseph  County  to  live,  and  his  boyhood  daj^s 
were  passed  at  his  father's  homestead  in  Park  Town- 
ship. His  education  was  conducted  in  the  schools 
of  Constantine,  where  he  stood  well  in  scholarship. 
After  leaving  school  he  entered  upon  his  life  work 
as  a  farmer,  and  for  seven  years  managed  his 
father's  farm  with  gratifying  success.  At  the  ex- 
piration of  that  time  he  purchased  his  present  farm 
in  Florence  Township,  and  has  since  labored  assidu- 
ously to  bring  about  its  present  high  state  of  im- 
provement. It  comprises  160  acres  of  as  fine  farming 
land  as  is  to  be  found  in  St.  Joseph  County,  is 
supplied  with  a  good  set  of  buildings,  and  every- 
thing about  the  place  denotes  thrift  and  careful 
management  on  the  part  of  the  owner.  He  is  a 
skillful  and  practical  farmer,  employing  the  best  and 
most  approved  methods  both  in  cultivating  his 
land  and  in  raising  stock,  to  which  he  also  pays 
much  attention. 

Mr.  Gentzler  has  the  heartj^  co-operation  of  a 
good  wife  in  his  work,  and  to  her  encouragement 
and  assistance  he  gratefully  acknowledges  that  he 
is  much  indebted  for  his  success  in  life.  They  were 
married  at  Constantine,  Dec.  14, 1876.  Mrs.  Gentz- 
ler w^as  formerly  Miss  Catherine  Miller,  daughter 
of  George  and  Susanna  (Walters)  Miller,  natives 
respectively  of  Virginia  and  Ohio.  She  was  herself 
born  in  Ohio,  Nov.  24,  1859,  and  of  her  union  with 
our  subject  three  sons  have  been  born,  namely: 
Fred  W,.  born  Sept.  13, 1881;  Charles  R.,  Nov.  17, 
1883;  Clare  A.,  Sept.  19,  1887. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gentzler  have  a  pleasant  home,  and 
they  often  extend  its  charming  hospitalities  to  their 
numerous  friends.  They  are  active  members  of  the 
Lutheran  Church  at  Constantine,  and  their  daily 
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lives  indicate  that  they  are  guided  by  the  highest 
principles  of  conduct.  Mr.  Gentzler  exerts  a  good 
influence  in  the  community,  as  he  is  liberal  and 
public  spirited,  and  cheerfully  does  all  that  he  can 
to  advance  the  various  schemes  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  township.  Politically,  he  is  an  ardent 
Democrat. 


<3- 


f]^-^  ON.  WILLIAM  MORRIS,  of  Burr  Oak 
Township,  is  the  son  of  William  P.  and 
^  Nellie  Morris,  and  was  born  in  the  county 
of  Surrey,  England,  on  the  24th  of  Septem- 
ber, 1804.  He  was  brought  up  on  a  farm.  He  was 
educated  in  the  High  Schools,  has  a  good  English 
education,  and  is  a  clear,  intelligent  student  of  the 
various  questions  that  are  before  the  ^people  from 
time  to  time. 

In  1823  the  parents  of  our  subject,  with  their  six 
children,  came  to  America  and  located  in  New  York 
City.  Of  these  six  children  only  two  are  now  liv- 
ing, viz.,  our  subject  and  his  sister  Elizabeth,  who 
is  a  maiden  lady  and  resides  at  Oakland,  Md.  By 
occupation  Mr.  Morris,  Jr.,  is  a  farmer.  This  he  fol- 
lowed upon  coming  to  the  New  World.  They  lived 
on  Sturgis  Prairie  until  the  spring  of  1852,  and 
from  there  they  removed  to  Burr  Oak  and  settled 
upon  the  present  farm.  Various  positions  of  pub- 
lic trust  and  honor  have  been  filled  by  Mr.  Mor- 
ris since  he  came  to  St.  Joseph  County.  He  was 
elected  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  1842  and  continued 
in  the  office  several  years.  He  was  Postmaster  at 
Sturgis  from  1845  to  1857,  and  in  1847  was  chosen 
by  the  Democratic  party  to  represent  his  district  in 
the  State  Legislature.  After  coming  to  Burr  Oak 
he  served  for  four  years  as  a  Justice,  and  for  two 
terms,  viz.,  1853  and  1854,  he  was  Supervisor  of 
Burr  Oak  Township. 

The  maiden  name  of  the  mother  of  our  subject 
was  Nellie  Chappell,  who  was  born  in  England. 
There  were  given  to  her  six  children,  whose  names 
are  recorded  as  follows :  Elizabeth ;  William,  the  sub- 
ject of  our  sketch ;  Mary,  Anne,  Frances  and  Emily. 

Our  subject  and  Miss  Marcia  St.  John,  of  Catta- 
raugus Count3%  N.  Y.,  were  married  on  the  30th  of 
December,  1 840.  There  have  been  born  to  them 
-'^^ ^ ■ «. ^ ^ 


thirteen  children,  of  whom  nine  are  still  living, 
viz.:  Ellen,  who  was  born  on  the  16th  of  Octo- 
ber, 1842,  who  is  at  home;  Albert,  born  Jan.  24, 
1847,  and  lives  in  England;  Fred,  born  on  the 
30th  of  August,  1839,  of  Fredericksburg,  Tex.; 
Charles,  born  June  14,  1853,  of  Fredericksburg, 
Tex.;  Frances,  born  Dec.  8,  1855;  Elizabeth,  born 
Jan.  17,  1858;  George,  born  June  9,1860;  Gilbert, 
born  Aug.  23,  1863;  Clayton,  born  on  the  22d  of 
March,  1866. 

The  home  of  our  subject  is  upon  his  highly  cul- 
tivated property  of  700  acres  situated  one  and  one- 
half  miles  west  of  Burr  Oak  Village.  This  he  has 
brought  to  its  splendid  condition  by  his  assiduous 
care  and  constant  effort.  He  is  a  man  well-to-do, 
and  his  home,  which  is  very  pleasantly  situated, 
presents  in  its  interior  arrangements  the  true  refuge 
that  home  is  designed  to  be.  Politically,  our  sub- 
ject  is  a  Democrat,  and  it  is  safe  to  say  there  are 
few,  if  any,  in  the  large  circle  of  his  acquaintances 
who  do  not  thoroughly  esteem  him  and   his  family. 


^^ 


V.  CORNELL,  of  Burr  Oak,  came  to  this 
point  in  1888.  He  had  previously  for  a 
period  of  three  years  been  engaged  as  a 
hotel-keeper  in  the  city  of  Cold  water.  He 
had  also  been  on  the  Pacific  Slope,  at  Diamond 
Springs,  forty-five  miles  from  San  Francisco,  Cal. 
Our  subject  was  born  in  Niagara  County,  N.  Y., 
March  14, 1827,  and  is  the  son  of  Daniel  and  Anna 
(Smith)  Cornell,  natives  respectively  of  New  York 
and  Canada.  They  came  to  Michigan  in  1834,  set- 
tling in  Lenawee  County,  where  the  father  carried 
on  farming  two  years  in  Raisin  Township.  Thence 
he  removed  to  the  vicinity  of  Coldwater,  where  he 
followed  agriculture  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
March  14,  1872.  During  his  early  manhood  he  had 
been  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits.  The  mother 
passed  away  one  month  before  th^  decease  of  her 
husband.  The  parental  family  included  nine  chil- 
dren, all  of  w4iom  lived  to  mature  years,  and  four 
are  now  living,  residing  mostly  in  Branch  County, 
Mich.' 

The  educational  advantages  of  Mr.  Cornell  were 
extremely  meager  during  his  childhood  and  youth, 
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he  not  being  able  to  write  his  name  until  after 
reaching  his  majorilj.  Subsequently  he  attended 
school,  studying  arithmetic  and  geography  and  tak- 
ing lessons  in  writing  until  he  obtained  a  good 
knowledge  of  the  common  branches.  He  had  been 
trained  to  habits  of  industry  and  economy,  and 
there  had  been  implanted  within  him  those  elements 
of  character  which  enabled  him  to  enter  upon  the 
struggle  of  life  with  manly  courage  and  resolution. 
At  the  age  of  twenty-three  he  considered  himself 
justified  in  the  establishment  of  a  home  of  his  own, 
and  was  married,  in  1850,  to  Miss  Cordelia  Barnes, 
of  Girard  Township,  Branch  County,  this  State. 
This  lady  was  born  in  Michigan,  and  was  the  daugh- 
ter of  Cliancy  and  Eliza  Barnes,  natives  of  Vermont, 
the  father  a  blacksmith  b}^  trade  and  also  a  farmer. 
Of  this  union  there  w-ere  born  three  children,  all 
living.  Alfred  B.  married  Miss  Mary  Rooney,  who 
was  born  July  4,  1861  ;  they  have  one  child,  PaulD., 
born  Oct.  22,  1 882.  This  son  is  proprietor  of  the  liv- 
ery, sale  and  feed  stable  in  Burr  Oak.  Za  was  born 
in  California,  married  Mr.  C.  I.  Miles,  of  Cold  water, 
who  is  now  a  merchant  of  McAllister,  Ind.  ler. ; 
Frederick  W.  is  a  traveling  musician,  at  present  in 
Illinois.  Mrs.  Cordelia  Cornell,  the  mother  of  these 
children,  departed  this  life  at  her  home,  April  25, 
1872. 

On  the  26th  of  March,  1873,  our  subject  was 
married  the  second  time,  to  Mrs.  Kate  P.  (Parker) 
Sutton,  daughter  of  Hiram  and  Sallie  (Crockey) 
Parker,  who  were  natives  of  Canada  and  New  York. 
The  former  is  still  living,  but  the  latter  died  Aug. 
11,  1854.  Mrs.  Cornell  is  a  well-educated  lad}^  and 
taught  for  a  period  of  ten  j^ears  in  the  High  School 
at  Burr  Oak,  and  other  schools  in  this  vicinity.  Her 
culture  and  refinement  are  fully  recognized  in  the 
social  circles  of  her  communitj^,  w^here  she  is  a  gen- 
eral favorite. 

Mr.  Cornell  for  a  period  of  thirteen  years  was 
connected  with  the  music  store  of  C.  J.  Whitney, 
of  Detroit,  commanding  a  salary  of  |110  per  month. 
During  his  residence  in  Branch  County  he  officiated 
as  Constable,  and  is  at  present  Justice  of  the  Peace 
and  member  of  the  Town  Board.  He  takes  an  act- 
ive part  in  political  affairs,  and  is  a  stanch  supporter 
of  Democratic  principles.  A  man  of  good  judg- 
ment and  sound  sense,  he  commands  respect  in  the 
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social  and  business  circles  of  his  town,  numbering 
among  his  acquaintances  hosts  of  friends.  He  iden- 
tified himself  with  the  Masonic  fraternity  about 
1872,  and  is  a  member  in  good  standing  of  the 
lodge  at  Burr  Oak.  As  one  of  the  pioneers  of  St. 
Joseph  County,  he  has  been  permitted  to  note  the 
wonderful  transformation  of  the  wilderness  to  a 
civilized  community,  and  during  the  early  days  en- 
dured in  common  with  the  people  about  him  the 
toils  and  sacrifices  incident  to  life  in  a  new  settle- 
ment. He  has  chopped  wood  for  thirty-one  and 
one-fourth  cents  a  cord,  at  a  time  when  money  was 
scarce  and  people  were  glad  to  obtain  sufficient 
to  keep  them  in  food  and  clothing.  Many  times 
for  days  together  he  lived  entirely  on  ^'Johnny 
cake,"  and  was  thankful  to  get  that.  Now,  in  the 
enjoyment  of  a  comfortable  home  and  competence, 
he  is  receiving  but  that  which  is  due  him  as  one 
who  has  labored  faithfully  and  conscientiously,  and 
built  up  for  himself  the  record  of  an  honest  man 
and  good  citizen. 


^  ARY  (GOODGER)  BRAGINTON.      The 
roll  which  carries  the  names  of  the  many  de- 


voted wives,  fond  mothers,  and  true  Chris- 
tian women,  so  widely  scattered  throughout 
this  broad  domain,  holds  none  that  casts  a  brighter 
light  or  awakens  deeper  feelings  of  respect  than 
that  of  the  lady  whose  name  heads  this  sketch.  She 
is  the  widow  of  William  Braginton,  who  was  born 
in  England.  She  is  also  a  native  of  England,  where 
in  1828  she  and  her  husband  were  married.  After 
this  event  they  remained  in  England  for  several 
years,  where  the  husband  worked  at  his  trade,  which 
was  that  of  a  carpenter.  They  had  heard  so  much 
regarding  the  possibilities  of  the  New  World,  and 
the  opportunities  which  it  presented,  and  which 
could  not  be  realized  in  their  home  country,  that 
they  determined  to  try  the  truth  of  the  reports  for 
themselves. 

In  pursuance  of  this  resolution,  our  subject  with 
her  husband  crossed  the  ocean,  and  settled  first  in 
Westchester  County,  N.  Y.,  whence  they  moved  to 
Philadelphia,  Pa.,  where  they  resided  several  years. 
They  then  moved  to  Ohio,  making  their  home  near 
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Akron,  where  they  resided  for  fourteen  years,  when 
they  migrated  to  Cass  County,  Mich.,  and  pur- 
chased a  farm,  and  there  lived  until  they  moved 
into  the  village  of  Mottville;  they  lived  here  until 
the  husband's  death,  which  occurred  Feb.  12,  1876, 
and  here  our  subject  still  resides. 

Mrs.  Braginton  is  the  mother  of  twelve  children, 
eight  of  vvhom  are  living,  namely:  Mary  A.,  P^d- 
ward,  William  B.,  Rosalie,  Martha,  Elizabeth,  John 
and  Stephen.  Mary  is  the  wife  of  Albert  Conway, 
a  prosperous  machinist;  she  is  the  mother  of  five 
children,  four  sons  and  one  daughter.  Edwin  is 
married  and  lives  near  Crown  Point,  Ind.,  where 
he  is  engaged  in  farming;  he  is  the  father  of  three 
children,  two  sons  and  one  daughter.  William  B. 
lives  in  Dunklin  County,  Mo.,  is  married,  and  the 
father  of  three  sons  and  three  daughters;  Rosalie  is 
the  wife  of  Chester  Field,  a  prosperous  farmer  liv- 
ing in  Russell  County,  Kan.,  and  is  the  mother  of 
two  sons  and  two  daughters;  Martha  is  the  wife  of 
George  Brown,  and  resides  in  Red  Oak,  Iowa,  and 
is  the  mother  of  two  children;  Elizabeth  was  the 
wife  of  Emory  Field;  her  husband  died  on  Thanks- 
giving Day,  1884.  Pie  was  by  occupation  a  com- 
mercial traveler.  John  married  Frances  Knox,  and 
they  live  in  Grand  Rapids,  Mich.,  where  he  is  in 
business  as  a  real-estate  dealer;  he  is  the  father  of 
one  daughter.  Stephen  married  Sarah  Leland,  and 
lived  in  Grand  Rapids,  where  he  was  engaged  in  a 
factory;  he  is  now  dead,  and  left  a  family  of  four 
children.  George  was  a  soldier  in  the  Civil  War, 
and  was  killed  in  1864,  during  the  siege  of  Nash- 
ville, Tenn.;  he  was  a  valiant  soldier,  and  among 
the  thousands  of  brave  men  none  were  more  coura- 
geous than  he. 

Mrs.  Braginton  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  endeavors  by  her  daily  walk 
and  conversation  to  bear  witness  to  the  mercy  and 
goodness  of  the  Lord.  She  is  in  deed  and  in  fact 
one  of  those  good  old  mothers  in  Israel,  who  have 
done  so  much,  and  have  suffered  so  greatly,  that 
the  cause  of  Christ  might  flourish.  She  devotes  all 
her  time  and  labor  to  the  extent  of  her  somewhat 
limited  strength  to  furthering  the  cause  of  religion, 
and  there  are  none  more  happy  than  she  when  the 
heart  of  any  erring  one  finds  rest  and  peace  in 
Jesus.     She  is  well  advanced  in  years,  and  enjoys 
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the  perfect  confidence  and  esteem  of  everyone  with 
whom  she  comes  in  contact.  Her  life  is  rounded 
out  with  the  fulness  of  the  love  of  God  and  her  fel- 
low creatures,  and  now,  in  the  evening  of  her  life, 
she  has  the  blessed  consciousness  that  she  has  faith- 
fully performed  her  duty  in  the  Master's  vineyard, 
and  is  patiently  awaiting  the  messenger  that  will 
call  her  hence  to  a  better  and  everlasting  life. 


-<:^- 


^  OHN  J.  STP^ARS  is  a  fine  representative  of 
the  agricultural  community  of  St.  Joseph 
County,  as  he  brings  to  his  labors  an  intelli- 
gent, well-trained  mind,  and  is  in  every  re- 
spect a  thorough,  business-like,  systematic,  practical 
farmer,  as  is  clearly  shown  by  the  appearance  of  his 
farm  on  section  29,  Florence  Township,  with  its 
broad,  carefully  tilled  acres,  its  neat,  well-appointed 
buildings,  and  the  fine  stock  grazing  in  the  fields. 
Mr.  Stears  is  a  son  of  the  honored  pioneer  citi- 
zen, Mr.  Thomas  Stears,  and  he  is  a  native  of  this 
tow^nship.  May  9,  1852,  being  the  date  of  his  birth. 
He  spent  his  boyhood  days  on  his  father's  farm, 
and  doubtless  assisted  in  its  cultivation  when  not 
attending  the  public  school,  wdiere  he  obtained  the 
preliminaries  of  his  education.  He  was  a  bright, 
apt  scholar,  and  being  ambitious  to  secure  a  higher 
education,  became  a  student  at  Hillsdale  College  in 
1869,  spending  a  year  very  profitably  in  the  literary 
departme*it  of  that  excellent  institution  of  learning. 
In  the  winter  of  1871-72  he  took  another  course  in 
that  college,  this  time  in  the  commercial  depart- 
ment. After  leaving  college  Mr.  Stears  chose 
farming  as  his  life  vocation,  and  by  the  quiet  force 
of  persistent  efforts,  directed  by  sound  discretion 
and  constant  devotion  to  duty,  he  has  met  with 
marked  success,  and  already  has  his  farm  of  160 
acres  well  improved.  He  is  engaged  in  mixed 
farming,  and  has  some  finely  graded  stock,  to  the 
raising  of  which  he  pays  much  attention,  though 
not  to  the  neglect  of  his  grain  fields,  where  he 
reaps  abundant  harvests. 

To   the  lady   who  presides  over  his  home,  and 

makes  it  pleasant  and  attractive  to  his  family  and 

their  many  friends,  Mr.  Stears  was  united  in  mar- 
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riage  Feb.  16,  1882.  A  son  and  a  daughter  have 
blessed  their  union:  Bessie,  born  Oct.  28,  1883, 
and  Harry,  born  Aug.  6,  1885.  Mrs.  Stears  was 
born  in  Washington  County,  Pa.,  Dec.  18,  1859, 
and  came  to  Florence  Township  in  1881.  Her 
maiden  name  was  Emma  A.  Greenlee.  Mr.  Stears 
had  been  previously  married,  MissMattieE.  Glaze, 
of  Northumberland  County,  Pa.,  becoming  his  wife 
Oct.  24,  1878.  After  a  brief  and  happy  wedded 
life  she  passed  away  at  Florence,  Feb.  7,  1880. 

Mr.  Stears  is  a  man  of  clear,  vigorous  intellect 
and  of  unimpeachable  integrity,  and  his  fine  busi- 
ness education  well  fits  him  for  the  civic  offices 
that  have  been  entrusted  to  him.  He  has  long  been 
connected  with  the  management  of  the  schools  of  his 
township,  and  has  been  School  Inspector  for  seven 
years.  He  is  now  Township  Clerk,  which  ofiOlce  he 
has  filled  to  the  satisfaction  of  his  fellow-citizens 
for  five  years.  He  and  his  wife  are  greatly  re- 
spected by  all  who  have  the  pleasure  of  knowing 
them,  and  they  are  valued  members  of  the  Reformed 
Church  at  Constantine. 

ILLIAM  H.  ROYS.  The  agricultural  inter- 
ests of  Constantine  and  vicinitj^  have  been 
admirably  represented  by  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  who  is  a  scion  of  stanch  New  England 
stock,  and  came  to  the  West  during  the  early  years 
of  his  life.  The  offspring  of  a  good  family,  he  is 
the  son  of  Lent  Roys,  a  native  of  Sheflfield,  Berk- 
shire Co.,  Mass.,  and  born  in  1775.  He  was  reared 
to  farming  pursuits,  but  upon  approaching  man- 
hood repaired  to  the  town  and  learned  the  trade  of 
a  tanner,  which  he  followed  in  Sheffield  a  number 
of  years,  carrying  on  the  business  for  himself.  In 
1830,  however,  he  resumed  farming  in  Sheffield 
Township.  He  was  married  there  in  1800  to  Miss 
Mary,  daughter  of  Lewis  Holmes,  a  native  of  Ply- 
mouth, Mass.,  and  her  parents  were  of  old  Puritan 
stock.  She  removed  with  her  father  to  Shefl3eld 
in  her  girlhood,  and  there  spent  her  last  years,  dy- 
ing at  the  age  of  sixty-seven.  Lent  Roys  survived 
his  wife  a  number  of  years,  and  passed  away  at  the 
home  of  his  daughter,  Eliza  Angevine,  in  Dutchess 
County,  N.  Y.,  at  the  age  of  ninety-four  years. 
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The  parental  family  of  our  subject  consisted   of 
twelve  children,  seven  sons  and   five  daughters,  all 

of  whom  lived  until  upward  of  thirty-six  years 

a  remarkable  circumstance.     Of  this  large    family 
only  three  are  now  living:  Norman,  of  Florence, 
this  county;  William   H.,  our  subject,   and    Eliza 
Angevine.       William    H.    was    born    in    Sheffield, 
Berkshire  Co.,  Mass.,  July  12,  1823,  and   spent  his 
boyhood  and  youth  at  the  old   homestead,   becom- 
ing familiar  with  the  various  employments  of  farm 
life.     In  1844,  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,    he 
started  out   for   himself,  and    was  emploved    as   a 
farm  laborer  by  the  month  for  six  years  following. 
In  1849  he  crossed  the  plains  to  California  and  en- 
gaged in  mining  in   Tuolumne   County  until  1853. 
In  the  fall  of  that  year  he  returned  eastward  as  far 
as  this  county  on  a   visit  to  his   brother    Norman, 
with  whom  he  remained  until  the  spring  following. 
Mr.  Roys  being  pleased  with  the  outlook  in  this 
section  of  country,  concluded  to  make  it  his  future 
abiding-place,    and    accordingly    purchased   of    his 
brother  Norman  175  acres  of  land  on  section  18,  in 
Florence  Township.     He  gave  his   entire  attention 
to  this  for  a  number  of  years  thereafter,   bringing 
the  soil  to  a  good  state  of  cultivation,  and  erecting 
modern  and  substantial  buildings.     Later  he  added 
to  his  landed  estate  until  he  was  the  owner   of  262 
acres.     He  has  now  one  of  the  best  regulated  farms 
in  this  region,  and  is  considered  a   man   well-to-do, 
capable  and  efiicient  in  the  transaction  of  business, 
and  a  skillful  agriculturist. 

On  the  4th  of  October,  1854,  Mr.  Roys  was  mar- 
ried, at  Lyons,  Wayne  Co.,  N.  Y.,  to  Miss  Ehza, 
daughter  of  Harvey  and  Angeline  (Roys)  Geer. 
Mr.  Geer  was  born  in  Connecticut,  March  16,  1802, 
and  is  still  living,  making  his  home  with  his  son-in- 
law,  our  subject.  The  mother  was  a  native  of  Shef- 
field, Mass.;  she  was  born  in  1806,  and  died  at  the 
home  of  her  daughter  Eliza,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
four.  Their  family  consisted  of  ten  children,  eight 
of  whom  are  living:  Levi  R.  is  at  Grand  Island, 
Cal. ;  Henry  resides  at  Upper  Lake,  Cal. ;  Everard 
resides  in  Grundy  Centre,  Iowa;  Albert,  at  Union 
City;  Harvey  resides  in  Berry  County,  Mich.; 
Selesta  Follett  resides  in  this  State,  and  Ella  J. 
Dimick  in  Florida. 

Mr.  Roys  shortly  after  his  marriage  brought   his     ' 
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bride  to  his  new  home  in  the  West,  and  they  have 
since  resided  in  Florence  Township.  The  house- 
hold circle  was  completed  by  the  birth  of  three 
children,  all  of  whom  are  living.  Clara,  the  eldest, 
was  born  in  1  855.  and  is  the  wife  of  Henry  C.  Drake, 
who  is  carrying  on  farming  and  gardening  in  the 
vicinity  of  Constantine;  Mabel  was  born  March  1, 
1861,  and  continues  at  home  with  her  parents; 
Emma  was  born  April  16,  1871,  and  is  also  at 
home.  Mrs.  Drake  took  kindly  to  her  books  in  her 
girlhood  days,  and  was  graduated  from  the  graded 
school  at  Constantine.  The  paternal  great-grand- 
father of  Mrs.  Roys  was  a  soldier  of  the  Revolu- 
tionary War,  and  spent  his  last  years  near  Lyons, 
N.  Y. 


^7  OHN  C.  KINNE.  The  form  of  this  highly 
esteemed  resident  of  Leonidas  Township 
has  been  a  familiar  figure  among  the  people 
of  St.  Joseph  County  for  a  period  of  over 
fifty  years.  He  first  trod  the  soil  of  Michigan  soon 
after  it  was  transformed  from  a  Territory  into  a 
State,  and  is  thus  entitled  to  be  ranked  among  its 
early  pioneers.  He  has  been  steadfastly  loyal  to 
the  section  of  country  adopted  at  that  time  as  his 
home,  having  here  spent  the  best  years  of  his  life, 
beginning  his  labors  upon  the  soil  of  this  region 
when  a  youth  of  seventeen  years.  Since  that  time 
he  has  remained  continuously  identified  with  the 
best  interests  of  St.  Joseph  County. 

Life  began  with  John  C.  Kinne  at  the  modest 
homestead  of  his  parents  near  the  little  town  of 
Naples,  in  Ontario  County,  N.  Y.,  Jan.  26,  1820. 
He  is  the  offspring  of  an  excellent  family,  being 
the  third  child  of  Capt.  Elias  B.  and  Martha 
(Clark)  Kinne,  the  former  born  in  Patridgefield, 
Mass.,  Dec.  31,  1788,  and  the  latter  in  Naples,  On- 
tario Co.,  N.  Y".,  April  14,  1796.  The  parents  after 
marriage  lived  for  a  time  in  the  latter  place,  but 
in  1837  left  the  Empire  State,  resolved  to  cast  their 
lot  among  the  pioneers  of  Southern  Michigan. 
Coming  to  this  county,  the  father  secured  a  tract 
of  land  in  Leonidas  Township,  where  he  lived  and 
labored  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  closed  his 
eyes  upon  the  scenes  of  earth  in  1849.  In  the  War 
of  1812  he  served  as  Captain   of  an   independent 


company,  with  which  rank  he  was  mustered  out, 
and  retained  the  title  until  his  death.  A  quiet  and 
unobtrusive  man,  conscientious  and  of  the  strictest 
integrity,  he  performed  creditably  all  life's  duties, 
and  shed  a  good  influence  upon  those  around  him. 
He  never  sought  office,  but  was  content  in  support- 
ing by  his  vote  the  principles  of  the  Democratic 
party. 

To  Capt.  Elias  B.  and  Martha  Kinne  there  w^ere 
born  twelve  children,  six  sons  and  six  daughters. 
All  of  these  were  reared  to  mature  years  except  one, 
and  made  homes  for  themselves.  Seven  now  survive. 
John  C.  was  a  youth  of  seventeen  when  he  accom- 
panied his  |)arents  to  this  county,  and  still  continues 
his  residence  on  the  old  homestead,  wdiich  was  in- 
augurated by  his  honored  father  and  which,  it  is 
hardly  necessary  to  say,  possesses  for  him  a  far 
more  than  moneyed  value.  The  original  area  has 
been  extended,  and  the  farm  now  embraces  200  broad 
acres,  with  the  buildings  and  machinery  necessary 
for  the  successful  prosecution  of  agriculture.  The 
first  humble  dwelling  was  abandoned  in  1873,  and 
replaced  by  our  subject  with  a  modern  residence, 
substantially  built  and  most  conveniently  arranged. 
Everything  about  tlie  premises  indicates  comfort 
and  prosperity,  and  the  whole  forms  a  delightful 
picture  of  country  life  pleasing  to  contemplate. 
Mr.  Kinne  has  been  quite  prominent  in  the  affairs 
of  his  community,  holding  the  offices  of  Township 
Treasurer  and  Highway  Commissioner,  and  filling 
other  positions  of  trust  and  responsibility.  He  is 
an  adherent  of  the  Democratic  party.  He  is  con- 
nected with  the  Masonic  fraternity,  being  a  charter 
member  of  Blue  Lodge  and  Colon  Chapter,  and  a 
prominent  light  among  the  brethren.  He  and  his 
excellent  wife  are  also  members  of  Leonidas  Grange 
No.  266,  P.  of  H. 

Miss  Serena  Van  Yleet,  a  native  of  Ridgeway, 
Lenawee  County,  this  State,  became  the  wife  of  our 
subject  April  10,  1870.  Mrs.  Kinne  is  the  daughter 
of  Peter  and  Abiah  (Miller)  Van  Vleet,  who  were 
natives  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  and  moved 
to  Lenawee  County,  Mich.,  during  an  early  period 
in  its  history.  Thence  they  changed  their  resi- 
dence later  to  Hillsdale  County,  where  the  father 
followed  agriculture  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
at  his  home  in   Adams    Towmship.      The    mother 
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subsequently  took  up  her  abode  in  Litchfield  Town- 
ship, where,  she  passed  the  remainder  of  her  life. 
Mrs.  Kinne  was  born  April  12,  1840,  and  her  ear- 
liest recollections  are  of  the  pioneer  home  in  Lena- 
wee County,  where  her  parents  battled  with  the 
difficulties  of  life  in  a  new  settlement,  and  reared 
their  children  amid  the  disadvantages  incident  to 
that  time  and  place.  Mrs.  K.  acquired  a  common- 
school  education,  and  remained  under  the  home  roof 
until  her  marriage.  Of  her  union  with  our  subject 
there  were  born  three  children,  of  whom  only  one 
is  living,  Edith  May,  who  is  now  at  home.  The 
deceased  daughter,  Martha  A.,  died  when  an  inter- 
esting child  twelve  years  of  age,  and  an  infant. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kinne  number  their  friends  by  the 
score  among  the  people  of  this  part  of  St.  Joseph 
County,  where  they  have  erected  one  of  its  most 
desirable  homesteads,  and  fulfilled  their  obligations 
to  the  community  as  worthy  and  conscientious 
citizens. 

-^-^h-^ — -4=^    '»> 

!^HOMAS  STEARS,  a  pioneer  of  St.  Joseph 
r,^>^  County,  is  one  of  the  influential  and  leading 
citizens  of  Florence  Township,  with  whose 
agricultural  interests  he  has  been  identified  for 
many  years.  Although  he  is  of  foreign  birth,  he 
has  been  a  lo3'al  citizen  of  the  United  States  for 
fifty-three  3^ears,  coming  here  before  he  had  at- 
tained his  majority,  and  he  was  a  resident  of  this 
State  when  it  was  admitted  into  the  Union  in  1837, 
when,  under  its  constitution,  all  foreigners  became 
citizens  without  naturalization ;  and  it  has  been  his 
privilege  to  watch  the  development  and  growth  of 
Michigan  from  an  insignificant  Territory  in  the 
wilderness  to  one  of  the  grandest  and  most  power- 
ful commonwealths  in  the  Union.  And  not  onl}'' 
that,  but  he  has  contributed  to  its  material  pros- 
perity. 

Our  subject  is  the  son  of  Thomas  Stears,  whose 
name  is  held  in  honor  as  that  of  one  of  the  early  set- 
tlers of  St.  Joseph  County.  The  father  was  born  in 
Yorkshire,  England,  in  1775,  and  was  married  there 
to  Miss  Eliza!)eth  Harrison,  a  native  of  Waxholme, 
that  shire,  and  there  reared  a  family  of  twelve  chil- 
dren. In  1835,  with  this  large  family,  Mr.  Stears 
emigrated    to   the  United   States,    and    located    in 


White  Pigeon,  this  county.  In  England  he  had 
served  at  the  grocer's  trade,  but  after  coming  to 
Michigan  he  turned  his  attention  to  farming,  and 
took  up  120  acres  of  land  in  Florence  Township, 
thus  becoming  one  of  its  pioneers.  He  was  a  very 
industrious,  hard-working  man,  and  accumulated 
considerable  property  during  his  life.  He  improved 
a  fine  farm,  and  added  twenty  acres  to  its  original 
dimensions.  He  died  May  25,  1862,  at  Centreville, 
in  this  county,  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  eighty-seven 
years.  He  was  deservedly  respected  and  esteemed, 
as  in  all  of  the  relations  of  life  he  had  shown  himself 
to  be  upright  and  honorable.  His  estimable  wife, 
who  was  likewise  greatly  respected,  died  at  White 
Pigeon,  Sept.  5,  1871.  Of  their  large  family  of 
children  six  are  still  living,  as  follows:  Thomas,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch ;  John  resides  in  Waterloo, 
Iowa ;  Betsy  married  William  Hull,  of  Three  Rivers ; 
Isabel  married  Richard  Holcom,  of  Three  Rivers; 
Ann  married  Mr.  Burchell,  who  is  now  dead,  and 
she  lives  in  Cass  County,  Mo. ;  Charles  lives  in  St. 
Paul,  Minn. 

Thomas  Stears,  of  our  sketch,  was  born  Jan.  6, 
1816,  in  Yorkshire,  England,  and  there  he  was 
reared  and  educated.  In  1835  he  accompanied  his 
father  to  America,  and  in  the  following  year  com- 
menced life  for  himself  by  working  a  farm  on  shares 
with  an  uncle,  continuing  thus  for  a  j^ear,  and  mak- 
ing his  home  with  that  relative.  March  26,  1839, 
he  was  married,  in  Constantine,  Mich.,  to  Ann 
Waltham.  Her  parents  were  natives  of  England, 
and,  emigrating  to  this  country  in  1830,  became 
earl}^  pioneers  of  St.  Joseph  County.  Mrs.  Stears 
was  born  at  Newbold,  Yorkshire,  England,  Aug.  9, 
1818.  After  marriage  Mr.  Stears  made  his  home 
in  Mottville,  St.  Joseph  County,  and  was  living 
there  when  the  death  of  his  wife  occurred,  Aug.  13, 
1842.  Their  pleasant  wedded  life  had  been  blessed 
to  them  by  the  birth  of  two  sons,  one  of  whom  died 
at  the  same  time  as  his  mother.  Edmund  H.,  the 
other  son,  was  born  March  14,  1840,  and  now  lives 
in  Constantine,  where  he  is  prosperouslj^  engaged 
in  farming.  After  his  wife's  death  Mr.  Stears 
worked  at  the  carpenter's  trade  until  1851.  In 
that  year,  on  the  5th  of  July,  he  married  again, 
Ann  Jackson  becoming  his  wife,  and  to  her  devotion 
and   ability  he  owes  much  of  his  prosperity.     She 
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was  born  Oct.  11,  1818,  and  is  the  daughter  of 
John  and  Milche  Jackson;  they  were  both  natives 
of  England,  coming  to  America  in  1833.  Both 
are  now  deceased,  and  buried  in  the  cemetery  at 
White  Pigeon. 

Of  the  second  marriage  of  our  subject  four  chil- 
dren  were  born,    namely:  John   J.,   born   May  9, 
185'2,   is  an  enterprising  farmer  of  Florence  Town- 
ship (his  sketch  appears   on   another   page   of    this 
work) ;  William  H.,  born  July  4,  1854,  is  a  success- 
ful  farmer  of    Florence;    Mary  A.,  born  May  18, 
1857,   married    John  W.  Gentzler,  of    Constantine 
Township;  Libbie   E.,  born  Jan.  12,  1861,  lives  on 
the  farm  that  her  grandfather  first  owned,  and  then 
her  mother,  the  land  having  been  taken  up  in  1830. 
Since  this   second    marriage  Mr.   Stears    has  de- 
voted   himself   entirely    to    farming,  and  has  ever 
since  occupied  his  present  farm  on  section  29.     At 
the  age  of  seventy-two  he  presents  the  spectacle  of 
a  life  fully  rounded  by  its  various  experiences  into 
a  serene  and  active  old  age.     He  is  still  capable  of 
attending    to  his   business,  and   has  the    care    of  a 
large  garden.     He  is  well  gifted  with  mental  and 
physical    vigor,  and    is    open-hearted     and     genial. 
He    has    always    exerted  a  strong    influence  in  the 
administration  of   public   affairs,   and    some  of  the 
most  important  and   responsible  offices  have  been 
entrusted  to  him.     He  was  President  of  the  County 
Mutual    Fire    Insurance    Company,  for  St.  Joseph 
County,   for   three  years.      He  has  been  Township 
Supervisor  for  three  years,  was  Township  Clerk  for 
a  number  of  years.  Justice   of   the  Peace,  and  also 
Highway  Commissioner  for  a  term  of  years.     He  is 
a  member  of  the   order  of    Knights   Templars,  and 
belongs  to  what  was  the  Reformed  Church  of  Con- 
stantine,  but  now    has    taken    the    name    of    Con- 
gregational,  having  united  with  the  Presbyterians. 
He    has  voted   for   every  Democratic  Presidential 
candidate  since  Jackson's  day,  except  Horace  Gree- 
ley,  for   whom    he   did  not  vote  as  he  did  not  con- 
sider him  a  true  Democrat. 

From  his  own  experiences  of  pioneer  life  in  St. 
Joseph  County,  and  from  what  our  subject  knows 
of  its  early  settlers,  much  valuable  material  might 
be  gathered  for  a  history  of  the  county  and  its 
pioneers.  He.says  that  among  the  early  pioneers 
whom  he  knew  was  one   John  Coates,  who  came  to 


St.  Joseph  County  in  1 829.  At  that  time  he  had  to  go 
as  far  as  Detroit  for  flour,  and  for  some  six  weeks 
had  no  flour  except  what  was  ground  in  a  coffee- 
mill.  Mr.  Stears  has  known  the  price  of  pork  to 
be  $1.50  per  hundred  pounds,  and  even  as  high  as 
$25  per  hundred  pounds.  In  1837  wheat  was 
worth  about  $2.50  per  bushel,  and  Mr.  Stears  had 
about  100  bushels,  which  he  sold  to  his  neighbors, 
and  would  only  take  $2  per  bushel  for  it  from  them. 
In  1854  he  drew  wheat  twenty  miles  and  sold  it 
for  fifty  cents  a  bushel,  and  at  the  same  time  had 
to  pay  fourteen  cents  a  pound  for  meat.  In  1837 
people  came  from  Jackson  and  Ypsilanti  for  oats, 
and  offered  to  pay  $1.50  per  bushel  for  them  on 
account  of  their  great  scarcity,  and  corn  and  other 
kinds  of  food  were  proportionately  high.  In  the 
early  days  of  settlement  oxen  were  commonly  used 
in  improving  the  land,  in  marketing,  etc. 

1[^^EUBEN  STOUT.  In  the  month  of  May, 
I'IL#  1846,  the  father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
emigrated  from  Center  County,  Pa.,  to  the 
^  young  State  of  Michigan,  locating  on  a  farm 
on  Pigeon  Prairie.  He  occupied  tliis  until  remov- 
ing to  the  Ingalls  farm  in  Florence  Township,  and 
from  there  changed  his  residence  to  the  Kechuni 
farm,  which  he  operated  twenty-five  years.  At  the 
expiration  of  this  time  he  was  enabled  to  purchase 
the  Kechum  farm  of  eighty  acres  on  section  2, 
Florence  Township,  wdiere  he  spent  the  remainder 
of  his  life,  passing  away  on  the  12th  of  February, 
1872. 

Joseph  Stout  was  born  in  Northampton  County, 
Pa.,  in  1800,  where  he  spent  the  early  years  of  his 
life,  l^pon  approaching  manhood  he  learned  the 
trade  of  gunsmith,  which  he  followed  in  his  native 
State  while  a  resident  tliere,  but  in  the  meantime, 
after  his  marriage,  removed  to  Center  County, 
when  his  son  Reuben,  of  our  sketch,  was  a  little  lad 
about  six  years  old.  In  Center  County  he  carried 
on  farming  until  his  removal  to  Michigan.  The 
mother,  Mrs.  Susan  (Kelley)  Stout,  was  also  a 
native  of  Pennsylvania.  The  parents  were  only 
separated  by  death  a  few  days,  the  mother  preced 
ing  her  husband  to  the  silent  tomb  on  the  7th   of 


*r 


1  of  y 


J^ 


348 


ST.  JOSEPH  COUNTY. 


•^t:^ 


February,  1872.  Their  family  consisted  of  seven 
children,  six  of  whom  are  still  living.  William,  the 
eldest  born,  died  in  California  at  the  age  of  thirty- 
two  years. 

Reuben  Stout,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was 
born  Dec.  21,  1832,  in  Northampton  County,  Pa, 
His  education  was  begun  and  completed  in  the 
schools  of  Florence  Township,  this  county,  where, 
with  the  exception  of  six  years,  he  has  spent  his 
entire  life.  In  March,  1856,  he  made  a  journey  to 
the  Pacific  Slope,  and  remained  in  California  until 
the  fall  of  1862,  then  returned  to  Florence  Town- 
ship, and  purchased  the  farm  he  now  owns  and  occu- 
pies. This  lies  on  section  2,  and  is  120  acres  in 
extent.  In  California  Mr.  Stout  engaged  in  min- 
ing, meeting  with  fair  success. 

Up  to  this  time  our  subject  had  remained  un- 
married, Init  in  1865  was  wedded  in  Florence 
Township  to  Miss  Malinda  Dufferd,  who  was  then  a 
young  lady  of  twenty-three  years.  She  was  born 
in  Wisconsin,  and  was  the  daughter  of  Joseph  Duf- 
ferd. Of  this  union  there  were  born  three  children, 
and  the  wife  and  mother  departed  this  life  at  the 
homestead  in  Florence  Township,  in  1872.  The 
eldest  son,  Frank,  died  when  an  interesting  youth 
of  fifteen  j^ears;  Edward  died  at  the  age  of  four 
years;  George  remains  at  home  with  his  father. 

Mr.  Stout  in  1879  was  married  a  second  time,  in 
Constantine  Tow^nship,  to  Miss  Jennie  Jones,  and 
they  became  the  parents  of  two  children — Nellie 
and  Callie.  Mrs.  Jennie  Stout  is  the  daughter  of 
Jerry  Jones.  Our  subject,  politically,  is  an  earnest 
supporter  of  the  principles  of  the  Democratic  party. 
A  man  of  decided  views,  and  one  who  maintains  his 
principles  with  all  the  strength  of  his  character, 
he  has  acquitted  himself  as  an  honest  man  and  a 
good  citizen,  and  is  held  in  high  respect  by  the 
people  of  his  community. 


R.  HARVEY  LOOMIS,  the  oldest  practic- 
ing physician  of  Burr  Oak,  was  born  in 
the  little  village  of  Atwater,  Portage  Co., 
Ohio,  Sept.  27,  1824.  His  parents,  Austin 
and  Elizabeth  (Hough)  Loom  is,  were  natives  re- 
spectively of  Connecticut  and   Massachusetts,    the 
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father  born  at  Torrington,  Conn.,  Sept.  14,  1794, 
and  the  mother  in  Massachusetts,  Ai»ril  30,  1802. 
Both  families  were  af  English  origin.  The  father 
was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and  one  of  the  pioneer 
settlers  of  Portage  County,  Ohio,  to  which  he  emi- 
grated from  Connecticut  when  the  country  was  wild 
and  new. 

The  family  of  the  parents  of  our  subject  included 
six  children,  all  of  whom,  with  the  exception  of 
the  eldest,  grew  to  mature  years.  This  child  died 
when  about  two  years  of  age.  Harvey  upon  emero-- 
ing  from  the  district  school  was  a  student  in  the 
schools  of  Twinsburg  and  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  sub- 
sequently took  out  a  license  from  the  medical  de- 
partment of  the  Western  Reserve  College  in  1847, 
with  the  degree  of  M.  D.  He  afterward  taught  in 
the  preparatory  department  of  the  Kenyon  College 
at  Gam  bier,  Ohio. 

Dr.  Loomis,  in  September,  1849,  came  to  this 
county  and  established  himself  as  a  practicing  phy- 
sician at  Burr  Oak,  where  he  has  followed  his  pro- 
fession faithfully  for  a  period  of  thirty-nine  years. 
During  this  time  he  has  built  up  an  extensive  and 
lucrative  business,-  and  has  accumulated  a  fine 
property.  As  a  physician  he  stands  second  to  none 
in  Southern  Michigan.  In  1861  he  purchased 
twenty  acres  of  land  in  the  woods,  just  outside  the 
village  limits,  from  which  he  has  cleared  the  tim- 
ber, brought  the  soil  to  a  high  state  of  cultivation, 
and  erected  a  fine  brick  residence,  which  he  now 
occupies.  A  large  barn,  an  orchard  of  choice  ap- 
ple trees,  and  an  abundance  of  the  smaller  fruits, 
together  with  the  various  other  appliances  of  mod- 
ern life,  conduce  to  the  comfort  and  enjoyment  of 
the  family.  He  has  a  model  home,  and  enjoys  the 
society  of  hosts  of  friends. 

Dr.  Loomis  has  been  three  times  married;  first, 
Aug.  28,  1849,  to  Miss  Mary  D.  Mansfield,  of  At- 
water, Ohio.  Of  this  union  there  were  born  three 
children:  Emma  died  at  the  age  of  one  and  one- 
half  years;  Minnie  C.  still  lives  at  home,  and  has 
for  ten  consecutive  years  been  a  teacher  in  the  Burr 
Oak  High  School ;  she  is  a  lady  of  great  culture 
and  refinement.  Edgar  A.  is  at  present  clerk  in  a 
dry-goods  store  at  Grand  Rapids.  Mrs.  Mary  D. 
Loomis  departed  this  life  at  her  home  at  Burr  Oak, 
June  30,  1867.     The  Doctor,  on  the  24th  of  Mav,    ' 
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1868,  contracted  a  second  matrimonial  alliance,  with 
Miss  Mary  L.  Barr,  of  Atwater,  Ohio,  who  died   in 

1869.  He  was  then  married,  April  6, 1870,  to  Mrs. 
Mary  A.  Van  Pelt,  of  Cold  water,  Mich.,  whose 
husband  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Stone  River, 
while  serving  as  a  soldier  in  the  Union  Army. 

Both  Mr.  and  Mrs  Loomis  are  members  in  good 
standing  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  Dr.  L.  be- 
longs to  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  the  Home 
Self- Protective  Association.  Politically,  he  is  an 
uncompromising  Republican,  and  an  active  and 
conscientious  worker  for  the  party  to  which  he  be- 
longs. He  has  taken  special  interest  in  educational 
matters,  and  been  an  honored  member  of  the  School 
Board  in  Burr  Uak  Township  since  its  organization 
in  1863.  He  was  for  a  number  of  years  Town- 
ship School  Inspector.  He  is  recognized  as  one  of 
the  most  useful  citizens  in  his  community,  still  fol- 
low^s  his  practice,  and  lives  comfortably  in  one  of 
the  most  attractive  residences  of  the  township.  He 
is  a  pioneer  who  has  built  up  for  himself  a  good 
record,  and  is  in  all  respects  one  of  whom  the 
county  may  well  be  proud. 


^f^DWARD  GRAY.  The  history  of  St.  Jo- 
■W|  seph  County  would  not  be  complete  if  a 
,  ' — ^  sketch  of  this  gentleman,  whose  name  is 
here  given,  should  be  omitted.  Coming  as  he  did 
to  Michigan,  and  settling  in  Mottville  Township 
when  it  was  comparatively  new,  he  has  taken  an 
important  part  in  bringing  about  the  present  pros- 
perous state  of  affairs.  He  is  now  living  on  the 
farm  he  originally  purchased  in  1850,  located  on 
section  5,  Mottville  Township,  and  containing  150 
acres  of  choice  agricultural  land,  well  improved 
and  very  productive. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Edward  Gray,  Sr., 
was  born  in  Ireland,  and  came  to  America  about  the 
year  1780,  and  settled  in  Northumberland  County, 
Pa.  His  wife,  Ellen  (McClanahan)  Gray,  was  also 
a  native  of  Ireland,  and  accompanied  her  husband 
when  he  came  to  the  New  World.  They  were  the 
parents  of  a  large  family  of  children,  who  were 
named  John,  Mary,  Elizabeth,  Edward  (our  sub- 
ject), Andrew  and  Nancy.     John  was  born  in  Ire- 


land,  and  came  to  America  with  his  parents,  re- 
maining at  home  until  he  attained  his  majority; 
Mary  was  born  in  Ireland,  as  was  also  her  sister 
Elizabeth,  who  came  to  this  country  with  her  par-  . 
ents;  Andrew,  Edward  and  Nancy  were  born  in 
Northumberland  County,  Pa.  Nancy  was  a  duti- 
ful daughter,  and  resided  with  her  parents  until 
she  died,  in  1874. 

When  our  subject  left  his  native  State  he  came 
directly  to  Mottville  Township,  in  1850,  where  he 
purchased  the  farm  on  which  he  has  resided  ever 
since.  While  in  Pennsylvania  he  learned  the  trade 
of  a  boat  builder,  and  for  twenty  years  was  en- 
gaged in  that  branch  of  business,  building  boats 
for  use  on  the  Pennsylvania  Canal. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  and  his  good  wife  are 
the  parents  of  eight  children,  six  of  whom  are  liv- 
ing: Andrew  was  born  May  22,  1836,  is  a  mechanic, 
and  resides  in  Goshen,  Ind.;  James  S.  was  born 
on  the  6th  of  April,  1838,  is  living  on  the  old  home- 
stead, and  is  unmarried;  John  died  when  an  infant., 
John  Edmund  was  born  Jan.  5,  1842,  is  mar- 
ried, and  lives  a  short  distance  from  the  home 
farm;  Elizabeth  Ellen  was  born  Feb.  8,  1844,  is 
unmarried  and  living  with  her  father,  the  mistress  of 
his  home;  William  was  born  July  23,  1846;  he  is 
unmarried  and  lives  at  home  with  his  father.  Mary 
J.  was  born  May  28,  1850;  she  is  married  to  John 
McTaffer,  and  is  the  mother  of  two  children,  a 
son,  aged  eight  years,  and  a  little  daughter  three 
years  old  ;  they  live  in  the  village  of  Nappanee,  Ind. 
The  wife  of  our  subject  died  Sept.  7,  1877;  she 
was  a  devout  member  of  the  Dutch  Reformed 
Church. 

Mr.  Gray  has  held  the  office  of  Supervisor  in  his 
township  for  sixteen  years  in  succession ;  he  has 
also  served  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  two  terms. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Lutheran  Church  in  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  but  in  his  later  years  he 
joined  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church,  and  has  since 
been  a  steadfast,  earnest  member.  He  is  now 
and  has  been  for  many  years  an  Elder  in  that  so- 
ciety. He  has  been  living  a  retired  life  for  the  past 
seven  years,  and  is  a  hale  and  hearty  old  gentleman, 
giving  a  fair  promise  of  enjoying  life  for  man}'' 
years  to  come.  The  sons  living  at  home  are  oper- 
ating the  farm.     While  he  was  in  active  life  there 
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were  but  few  of  his  neighbors,  if  any,  who  could 
excel  him  in  energ}^  and  ambition.  He  has  always 
lived  a  frugal,  sober  life,  and  by  his  persistent  ef- 
forts has  accumulated  a  snug  competence,  and  is 
fully  able  to  enjoy  the  years  that  are  yet  left  to 
him  in  quiet  and  rest. 
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5^3HOMAS  REDFEARN.  This  gentleman,  al- 
though born  across  the  ocean,  is  one  of  the 
early  pioneers  of  St.  Joseph  County.  He  has 
given  the  best  efforts  of  his  life  to  agricultural  pur- 
suits, and  as  a  reward  for  his  industry  and  applica- 
tion he  has  a  splendid  farm  located  on  sections  2  and 
11  in  Mottville  Township,  where  he  conducts  a 
business  of  general  farming  and  dairying. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Yorkshire,  England, 
July  2,  1825.  His  father,  John  Redfearn,  emi- 
grated with  his  family  to  America  in  1830,  and  set- 
tled in  Tamaqua,  Pa.,  where  the  mother  died  soon 
after  their  arrival.  After  her  death  the  father  left 
our  sulgect  with  his  uncle,  Thomas  Gray,  and  went 
by  way  of  the  ocean  around  to  the  delta  of  the 
Mississippi  River,  thence  up  that  stream  to  Du- 
buque, Iowa,  where  he  was  among  the  first  miners 
in  that  region,  but  was  driven  from  the  mines  by 
the  Indians,  when  he  enlisted  in  the  Black  Hawk 
War,  which  lasted  but  a  short  time.  The  subject 
of  this  sketch  came  with  his  uncle  Thomas  to  St. 
Joseph  County,  Mich.,  in  1834,  where  the  father 
had  come  a  short  time  before  their  arrival.  They 
settled  on  section  2,  Mottville  Township,  near  where 
the  noted  Indian  chief  White  Pigeon  was  buried. 
Our  subject  planted  a  cottonwood  tree  to  mark 
the  spot  of  the  last  resting-place  of  the  bones  of  a 
noble  red  man.  This  tree  died  of  old  age,  and  he 
planted  a  black  walnut  tree  in  18f)6;  it  also  died, 
when  he  planted  the  noble  elm  which  now  marks 
the  Indian's  lonely  grave.  The  grave  and  the  tree 
marking  it  have  been  a  landmark  for  many  years. 
The  chief  whose  remains  rest  beneath  this  tree,  to 
whose  memory  it  is  a  fitting  monument,  was  one  of 
the  most  intelligent  Indians  of  his  time;  he  proved 
his  friendship  to  the  white  settlers  in  many  ways. 
The  historj^  of  his  actions  toward  them  forms  one  of 


the  most  interesting  legends  connected  with  the  early 
settlement  of  our  country.  The  town  and  surround- 
ing prairie  are  named  in  memory  of  this  man  and 
his  many  good  deeds  and  tried  friendship. 

When  the  gold  fever  became  epidemic  in  1849 
our  subject,  with  thousands  of  others,  was  attacked, 
and  he  went  overland  with  an  ox-  team  to  California 
in  that  year;  the  train  with  which  he  was  connected 
was  composed  of  about  100  persons.  It  was  neces- 
sary to  go  in  large  numbers  like  this,  as  a  matter  of 
safety  against  the  depredations  of  the  various  hos- 
tile tribes  of  Indians,  which  at  that  time  infested 
the  plains  which  our  travelers  were  obliged  to  cross. 
He  remained  in  the  gold  mines  for  two  years,  when 
he  returned  to  the  States  in  1851,  via  the  ''Central 
American"  route.  Although  they  experienced  many 
hardships  on  their  way  westward  overland,  those 
experienced  on  shipboard  on  their  return  were  far 
more  desperate  and  intense.  The  journey  eastward 
was  made  in  a  sailing-brig;  they  were  becalmed  so 
long  that  their  stock  of  provisions  became  nearly 
exhausted,  and  they  were  put  on  short  allowance. 
The  water  provided  was  black  and  dirty,  and  of 
that,  such  as  it  was,  they  could  not  get  enough.  At 
the  end  of  the  voyage  he  found  himself  very  weak 
and  emaciated.  He  quickly  recovered  and  returned 
to  his  home  in  Michigan,  and  in  the  spring  of  1852 
he  bought  his  present  farm  of  175  acres,  where  he 
has  since  resided. 

Mr.  Redfearn  was  married,  on  the  28th  of  March, 
1854,  to  Amelia  Hachenburg.  They  are  the  par- 
ents of  four  children,  three  of  whom  are  living, 
namely:  Arthur,  Mary  A.  and  Sarah.  Sarah  is  the 
wife  of  Albert  Potts,  and  resides  in  Constantine 
Township.  Mrs.  Redfearn  has  proved  herself  an  able 
counselor  and  adviser,  and  she  has  contributed 
largely  to  the  success  which  they  have  realized ; 
she  has  taken  special  pains  with  the  education  and 
training  of  her  children,  and  it  is  through  her  in- 
fluence and  example  that  they  are  so  well  adapted  to 
hold  the  honorable  positions  in  society  which  they 
do.  This  is  another  and  apt  illustration  of  the  old 
precept,  ''The  hand  that  rocks  the  cradle  is  the  hand 
that  moves  the  world,"  for  as  parents  educate  and 
train  their  children,  so  will  be  the  future  people  of 
the  world,  and  so  the  laws  of  society  be  made,  and 
as  the  children  of  to-day  will  become  the  rulers  of 
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the  future,  the  mother's  care,  wisdom  and  careful 
training  are  the  force  that  molds  their  future  destiny. 

Our  subject  has  a  large  number  of  valuable  and 
curious  articles,  the  relics  of  a  peop'e  who  once  in- 
habited the  land,  but  have  now  passed  away  to  make 
room  for  the  present  age  of  civilization  and  prog- 
ress. The  collection  contains  many  articles  of 
stone  and  copper,  including  axes,  flesh  and  butcher 
knives,  copper  cooking  utensils  and  implements  of 
warfare.  Our  subject  is  proud  of  the  fact  tliat  he 
is  one  of  the  pioneers  of  the  county,  and  that  it 
has  been  his  lot  in  life  to  contribute  so  much  to  its 
present  prosperity  and  growth.  He  has  a  good  com- 
mand of  language,  and  it  is  very  interesting  to  hear 
him  describe,  in  his  graphic  way,  the  adventures 
and  hardships  endured  from  the  time  he  started  to 
California  until  his  return.  He  venerates  the  mem- 
ory of  the  Indian  chief  White  Pigeon,  and  guards 
the  grave  holding  his  remains  with  a  jealous  care. 

The  improvements  our  subject  has  placed  upon 
his  farm  are  of  the  most  substantial  and  solid  char- 
acter. His  residence  is  a  fine  piece  of  architecture, 
is  nicely  and  comfortably  furnished  throughout,  is 
surrounded  by  a  lawn  filled  with  ornamental  trees, 
shrubbery  and  flowers,  and  well-kept  walks.  The 
barns,  cattle  sheds  and  other  necessary  out-buildings 
are  models  of  their  kind.  The  entire  farm  is  en- 
closed and  divided  into  fields  of  convenient  size  by 
substantial  and  well-kept  fences.  He  devotes  his 
time  to  general  farming,  stock-raising  and  dairying. 
He  is  prominent  in  the  Masonic  fraternity  of  White 
Pigeon,  never  has  sought  or  held  an}^  public  office, 
is  public-spirited,  and  is  active  in  all  matters  per- 
tainino^  to  the  welfare  of  the  community. 


\f  EVI  C.  RIFENBERGH,  a  prominent  and 
well-to-do  farmer  and  stock-raiser  of  St. 
Joseph  County,  has  been  a  resident  of  Con- 


stantine  Township  most  of  the  time  since  1850,  and 
has  been  an  important  factor  in  developing  its  agri- 
cultural interests,  having  improved  a  valuable  and 
highly  productive  farm  on  section  6.  He  has  erected 
thereon  a  substantial  set  of  farm  buildings,  and  has 
it  well  supplied  with  the  various  conveniences  for 
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cultivating  the  land,  gathering  in  the  crops,  etc., 
and  his  home  is  one  of  the  most  cozy  and  comforta- 
ble in  the  township. 

Our  subject  was  born  Dec.  29,  1828,  in  Middle- 
sex, Yates  Co.,  N.  Y.,  being  the  sixth  child  in  the 
family  of  nine  children,  six  sons  and  three  daugh- 
ters, of  George  J.  and  Phebe  (Francisco)  Rifen- 
bergh.  His  father,  it  is  supposed,  was  born  in 
Schenectady  County,  N.  Y.,and  his  mother  was  also 
a  native  of  Eastern  New  York.  In  the  fall  of  1 845 
they  came  to  Michigan,  and  the  ensuing  five  years 
made  their  home  in  Oakland  County.  In  1850  they 
came  to  St.  Joseph  County,  and  took  up  their  abode 
in  Constantine  Township,  and  passed  the  remainder 
of  their  lives  here,  the  mother  dying  Jan.  21,  1868, 
and  the  father  July  15,  1880. 

Levi  Rifenbergh  spent  his  early  years  on  his 
father's  farm  in  New  York,  and  under  his  practical 
guidance  gained  a  thorough  knowledge  of  farming 
in  all  its  branches.  He  was  seventeen  years  of  age 
when  he  accompanied  his  parents  to  their  new  home 
in  this  State,  in  Oakland  County.  He  also  came 
with  them  to  this  county  in  1850,  and  with  the  ex- 
ception of  two  years  spent  in  Cass  County  has  been 
a  resident  of  Constantine  ever  since.  He  has  al- 
ways been  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  and  now 
owns  210  acres  of  the  finest  farming  land  to  l)e 
found  within  the  limits  of  St.  Joseph  County,  on 
which  he  has  erected  good  buildings,  and  made 
various  other  substantial  improvements,  and  besides 
this  farm  he  and  his  wife  own  fifty-two  acres  of 
valuable  land  in  Cass  (Jounty.  Mr.  Rifenbergh's 
ability  and  skill  as  a  farmer  are  of  a  high  order,  as  is 
shown  by  the  appearance  of  his  well-managed  farm 
and  the  success  that  he  has  met  in  its  cultivation, 
which  places  him  in  the  front  rank  of  the  intelligent 
and  representative  agriculturists  of  Southern  Michi- 
gan. 

Mr.  Rifenbergh  has  been  twice  married.  His  first 
marriage  took  place  in  Cass  County,  May  13,  1854, 
and  was  to  Miss  Harriet  Draper,  a  native  of  Cass 
County.  She  bore  him  one  child,  who  died  in  in- 
fancy. Mrs.  Rifenbergh  was  a  woman  of  high  per- 
sonal character,  and  her  death,  while  yet  in  the 
bloom  of  young  womanhood,  after  a  brief  wedded 
life,  Aug.  23,  1856,  in  Constantine  Township,  was 
a  source  of  sorrow  to  her  friends.     Our  subject  was 
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married  to  his  present  wife,  formerly  Miss  Lyflia 
Carr,  in  Porter  Township,  Cass  County,  Nov.  15, 
1857,  and  she  has  been  to  him  a  true  helpmate,  and 
a  most  excellent  wife  in  every  sense  of  the  word. 
She  was  born  in  Porter  Township,  Cass  County, 
Oct.  2,  1838,  a  daughter  of  George  E.  and  Polly 
(Fuller)  Carr.  Her  parents  moved  from  their  na- 
tive State,  New  York,  to  Cass  County  in  1836,  and 
thus  became  early  settlers  of  the  county,  where  they 
passed  their  remaining  days.  They  had  a  family  of 
nine  children,  of  whom  Mrs.  Kifenbergh  was  the 
fourth  in  order  of  birth.  To  her  and  her  husband 
have  been  born  nine  children,  namely:  Hattie,  the 
wife  of  A.  B.  Hoffman,  of  Reece,  Greenwood  Co., 
Kan. :  Henry  F.,  Phylena,  Jennie.  Jesse  and  Alnora 
are  all  yet  under  the  parental  roof.  Viola,  Loren 
and  Olen  are  deceased. 

Mr.  Rifenbergh  is  highly  respected  and  esteemed 
for  his  many  good  qualities  of  head  and  heart.  His 
reputation  is  of  the  best,  and  both  in  public  and  in 
private  life  he  has  ever  been  found  to  be  a  man  of 
principle  and  honor.  He  has  interested  himself 
greatly  in  township  affairs,  and  has  taken  part  in  their 
management,  having  served  with  credit  and  fidelity 
in  numerous  minor  offices.  In  politics  he  sides  with 
the  Democratic  party  and  uses  his  influence  in  its 
behalf. 

It  is  with  pleasure  we  present  on  an  adjoining 
page  the  portrait  of  this  worthy  representative  far- 
mer of  St.  Joseph  County.  A  man  of  unblemished 
integrity  he  is  eminently  worthy  of  this  honor.  As 
a  most  fitting  companion  picture  is  given  that  of 
his  estimable  wife. 


ylLLIAM  H.  CASTLE.  The  subject  of 
this  sketch,  who  at  the  close  of  a  well- 
spent  life  departed  hence,  in  1887,  was 
born  in  Litchfield,  Conn.,  April  12,  1811.  He  was 
a  son  of  Isaac  and  Phebe  (Beech)  Castle,  who  were 
natives  of  the  same  State.  Upon  leaving  New  En- 
gland they  made  their  way  to  the  vicinity  of  Buf- 
falo, N.  Y.,  and  thence  came  to  this  county  during 
its  pioneer  days.  The  father  here  had  in  view  the 
building  up  of  a  homestead,  but  his  plans  were  cut 
short  by  his  death,  which  took  place  six  weeks  af- 


ter his  arrival.  The  mother  then  returned  to  Buf- 
falo and  made  her  home  there,  where  her  death 
took  place  about  1841. 

The  early  years  of  Mr.  Castle  were  spent  in  Sul- 
livan County,  N.  Y.,  and  he  came  to  Michigan 
during  its  Territorial  days,  while  a  single  man,  in 
1835.  He  purchased  a  tract  of  wild  land  on  sec- 
tion 13  in  Colon  Township,  where  he  made  his 
home  until  his  death,  his  labors  being  attended  with 
prosperit3\  He  wisely  invested  his  accumulating 
capital  in  additional  land,  and  left  an  estate  includ- 
ing 210  acres,  with  ample  farm  buildings,  machinery 
and  live  stock,  and  all  the  appurtenances  of  the 
modern  country  home.  A  glance  at  his  property 
conveys  the  idea  of  plenty  and  comfort,  with  ample 
means  and  all  the  good  and  desirable  things  of  life. 

The  lady  who  for  nearly  fifty  years  was  the  com- 
panion and  helpmate  of  our  subject.  Miss  Mary  T. 
Webster  in  her  girlhood,  became  his  wife  April  6, 
1837,  the  wedding  taking  place  at  the  home  of  her 
parents  in  Colon.  The  latter  were  Jesse  and  Cyn- 
thia (Webster)  Webster,  both  natives  of  Delaware 
County,  N.  Y.  From  the  Empire  State  they  re- 
moved to  Lorain  County,  Ohio,  when  Mrs.  Castle 
was  a  little  child  five  years  of  age.  There  the  father 
carried  on  farming,  and  died  about  1824.  Mrs. 
Webster  was  subsequently  married  to  Lorenzo  Schel- 
house,  and  with  her  little  family  accompanied  him 
to  this  county  as  early  as  1831.  It  is  hardly  nec- 
essary to  state  that  they  were  among  the  earliest 
pioneers  who  first  ventured  into  the  wilderness  and 
eliminated  a  homestead  from  a  wild  and  unculti- 
vated tract  of  land.  Here  they  spent  their  last 
days.  The  mother  lived  to  the  advanced  age  of 
eighty-four  years,  and  passed  away  at  her  own  home 
in  1875. 

To  Jesse  and  Mary  T.  Webster  there  w^ere  born 
two  children  only,  both  daughters — Mary  T.  and 
Sarah  M.  The  latter  is  the  widow  of  Orrin  W. 
Legg,  a  well-to-do  farmer  of  Colon  Township. 
Mrs.  Mary  T.  Castle  was  born  in  Amherst,  Lorain 
Co.,  Ohio,  April  24,1819.  She  was  twelve  years 
old  when  her  parents  came  to  this  county.  Her 
education  w^as  acquired  in  the  district  school,  and 
she  remained  with  her  mother  until  her  marriage. 
Of  her  union  with  our  subject  there  have  been  born 
five  children:  Amelia  A.  is   the  widow  of  Edward 
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Strunk,  of  Leonidas  Township,  this  county;  Isaac 
H.  is  farming  in  Merrick  County,  Neb.;  Willie  F. 
died  at  the  age  of  five  years;  Henry  B.  died  when 
a  bright  lad  of  thirteen  years;  Jesse  L.  is  farming 
in  Colon  Township. 

Since  the  death  of  her  husband  Mrs.  Castle  has 
superintended  the  operations  of  the  farm.  She  has 
long  borne  the  reputation  of  a  lady  of  more  than 
ordinary  ability,  and  is  amply  fitted  to  look  after  the 
valuable  estate  left  her  by  her  husband.  She  has 
witnessed  with  interest  the  many  changes  transpir- 
ing during  her  residence  of  sixty  years  in  this 
county,  and  none  have  rejoiced  more  heartily  at  the 
evidences  of  its  wealth  and  prosperity.  She  has 
performed  her  part  well  as  a  wife,  mother  and 
friend,  and  is  held  in  warm  esteem  by  a  large  num- 
ber of  people  throughout  this  region.  She  has 
been  identified  with  the  Baptist  Church  since  1858 
with  her  husband,  and  through  their  united  efforts 
and  liberality  it  has  attained  much  of  its  present 
standing  to-day. 

Mr.  Castle  was  Clerk  of  the  church  society  for 
a  period  of  thirty  years.  Politically,  he  conscien- 
tiously supported  the  principles  of  the  Democratic 
party.  He  held  the  various  township  offices  during 
his  younger  years,  and  invariabl}^  signified  his  will- 
ingness to  aid  by  his  means  and  influence  every 
worthy  enterprise  in  connection  with  its  welfare 
and  prosperity.  The  children  have  grown  up  to  be 
an  honor  to  their  parents. 
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^5^E0RGE  DICKINSON.  We  are  glad  to  be 
III  able  to  place  on  these  pages  a  brief   record 

^^j[  of  the  life  of  the  gentleman  whose  name 
heads  this  sketch,  as  he  is  a  fine  representative  of  the 
native-born  citizens  of  St.  Joseph  County,  who  are 
now  among  its  most  practical  and  enterprising  far- 
mers and  stock-growlers,  and  upon  whom  has  fallen  to 
a  great  extent  the  honor  of  sustaining  its  large  agri- 
cultural interests.  A  son  of  one  of  its  earliest  settlers, 
born  almost  in  the  first  decade  of  its  settlement, 
when  it  had  scarcely  begun  to  merge  from  its  prim- 
itive wildness,  he  may  be  said  to  have  grown  up 
with  the  county,  within  whose  limits  his  entire  life 
has  been    spent,  and    where    he    built   himself   and 
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family  a  home  that  in  all  its  appointments  and  sur- 
roundings is  one  of  the  most  comfortable  and  at- 
tractive in  the  vicinity  of  its  location.  He  is,  as 
we  have  intimated,  prominently  identified  with  the 
stock  and  grain  growers  of  the  county,  making  a 
specialty  of  raising  fine  horses,  owning  and  manag- 
ing a  valuable  farm  on  section  31,  Florence  Town- 
ship, the  place  of  his  birth. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  a  son  of  George 
and  Sarah  (Bowman)  Dickinson,  natives  of  En- 
gland, the  father  born  in  the  town  of  Stockton. 
They  emigrated  to  this  country  in  1831,  and  the 
following  year  found  them  among  the  primeval  for- 
ests of  Southern  Michigan,  seeking  a  home  in  St. 
Joseph  County.  They  wxre  not  married  until  after 
their  arrival  in  this  county.  Mr.  Dickinson,  after  his 
removal  here,  carried  the  mail  on  horseback  from 
White  Pigeon  to  Three  Rivers,  and  he  was  also  en- 
gaged in  driving  a  stage  for  a  number  of  years.  In 
1834  he  and  a  brother  bought  a  tract  of  land,  com- 
prising 180  acres,  from  the  Government  and  from 
four  individuals,  and  from  that  time  until  his  death 
in  1861  he  was  active  in  developing  the  rich  agricult- 
ural resources  of  St.  Joseph  County.  While  thus 
promoting  the  growth  of  the  county,  he  was  pros- 
pered in  his  work,  accumulated  a  valuable  property 
and  improved  a  fine  farm.  H^e  lived  respected, 
having  led  an  upright  life,  and  he  died  lamented, 
as  he  was  a  good  citizen,  a  kind  neighbor,  and  al- 
ways pleasant  in  his  family  relations.  He  went  to 
take  part  in  the  Black  Hawk  War,  but  at  the  end  of 
three  days,  not  being  needed,  the  company  was 
disbanded.  He  never  touched  tobacco,  and  always 
used  his  influence  to  discourage  the  use  of  it  in 
others.  His  worthy  wife,  Mrs.  Sarah  (Johnson) 
Dickinson,  died  in  January,  1867.  She  was  the 
mother  of  six  children,  three  sons  and  three 
daughters,  all  of  whom  are  married  and  living  in 
St.  Joseph  County,  except  Mary  Bowman,  who 
is  deceased.  Mrs.  Dickinson  was  first  married 
to  John  Bowman,  in  Yorkshire,  England,  which 
was  the  place  of  her  birth,  as  well  as  that  of  our 
subject's  father.  By  this  first  marriage  one  child, 
a  daughter,  was  born,  Mary  Ann,  who  became  the 
wife  of  J.  J.  Davis,  of  White  Pigeon. 

George  Dickinson,  Jr.,  is   the   second    child   and 
eldest  son  of  these  good  people,  and    he  was  born 
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in  Florence,  St.  Joseph  Connty,  Jan.  22,  1839.  He 
spent  his  boyhood  days  on  the  okl  homestead 
where  he  first  saw  the  light  of  da}',  and  his  educa- 
tion was  conducted  in  the  schools  of  White  Pigeon, 
a  part  of  the  time  in  a  select  school.  After  his  father's 
death  our  subject  assisted  in  settling  up  the  estate 
and  dividing  the  property,  in  which  he  had  an  in- 
terest. He  entered  into  possession  of  his  present 
farm  April  1,  1880,  and  has  ever  since  managed  it 
with  good  financial  results.  It  comprises  196  acres 
of  highly  tilled  and  very  productive  land,  admira- 
bly adapted  to  mixed  farming,  to  which  Mr.  Dick- 
inson devotes  himself,  with  what  success  may  be 
noted  in  the  rich  grain  fields,  yielding  abundant 
harvests,  and  in  the  sleek  and  well-kept  cattle  and 
fine-bred  horses  roaming  in  his  pastures.  The  farm 
is  well  supplied  with  neat  and  tasty  buildings  for 
all  purposes,  and  everything  about  the  place  wears 
an  air  of  thrift  and  plenty.  Aside  from  tlie  man- 
agement of  his  farming  interests  Mr.  Dickinson 
does  business  as  an  agent  for  agricultural  imple- 
ments for  Mr.  Deere,  of  Moline,  111.,  and  has  been 
very  active  in  introducing  these  implements  into 
the  county. 

Mr.  Dickinson  was  married,  March  10,  1864,  to 
Lydia,  daughter  of  George  and  Frances  (Arney) 
Hard3^  Her  father  was  born  in  England  and  her 
mother  in  Vermont,  and  they  w^ere  among  the  early 
settlers  of  St.  Joseph  County,  coming  here  in  1833. 
Mrs.  Dickinson  was  born  in  Lockport  Township, 
this  county,  May  12, 1839,  and  lived  with  her  parents 
until  she  married  and  gained  a  home  of  her  own. 
Their  marriage  has  been  blessed  to  our  subject  and 
his  excellent  wife  by  the  birth  of  five  children,  four 
of  whom  are  living:  Carrie  E.,  born  Jan.  13,  1865, 
married  Edward  Hotchin,  of  Florence;  George  II., 
born  Jul}^  26,  1868,  lives  at  home;  Sarah  F.,  born 
Feb.  9,1870;  May,  July  16,1872;  Ernest  L.,  born 
Sept.  18,  1875,  died  Sept.  22,  1887.  Mr.  Dickin- 
son and  family  occupy  a  high  standing  in  this  com- 
munity, and  they  are  all  valued  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Cliurch  at  White  Pigeon.  The 
pleasant  abode  of  our  subject  and  wife  is  the  scene 
of  a  generous  hospitalit}^,  and  its  inmates  are  often 
called  upon  to  welcome  the  coming  and  speed  the 
parting  guest,  as  they  number  many  friends  among 
their  acquaintances.     Mr.   Dickinson   is  a  man  of 


much  shrewd  foresight  and  keen  enterprise,  possess- 
ing a  resolute  will  and  a  sound  understanding.  His 
geniality,  tact,  and  obh'ging  manners,  have  won  him 
a  warm  place  in  the  hearts  of  his  neighbors.  Po- 
litically, Mr.  Dickinson  is  a  stanch  Eepublican, 
heartily  in  favor  of  the  policy  of  his  party. 


^^^  AMUEL  EARLY.  Occupying  a  proud  place 
^^^  among  the  names  of  those  who  have  con- 
1[l\/j^  tribiited  so  much  toward  making  the  State 
of  Michigan  such  a  proud  member  of  the 
great  family  of  States  of  the  American  nation, 
there  are  none  more  conspicuous  than  that  of  the 
gentleman  whose  name  heads  this  sketch.  He  now 
resides  in  Mottville  Village,  where  he  transacts 
business  as  a  merchant,  carrying  a  stock  of  goods 
adapted  to  the  needs  of  the  country. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Northum- 
berland County,  Pa.,  Sept.  24,  1824.  The  father, 
David  Early,  was  a  native  of  Lancaster  County, 
Pa.,  where  he  was  born  in  1768,  and  followed  farm- 
ing for  many  years.  He  was  a  consistent  mem- 
ber of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  He  died  at  the 
residence  of  his  son,  our  subject,  in  St.  Joseph 
County,  Mich.  The  mother's  name  was  Elizabeth 
(Frees)  Early.  She  was  born  in  New  Jersey  in 
1762.  She  died  at  a  ripe  old  age.  John,  brother 
of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Northumberland  County, 
Pa.,  in  1822;  he  is  a  farmer,  now  residing  in  Casb 
County,  Mich.  His  brother  William  was  born  in 
Pennsylvania  in  1826,  and  died  in  the  county  of 
his  birth.  Rebecca  was  born  in  Pennsylvania  in 
1817,  and  died  at  the  age  of  fifty-three  years.  Tlie 
wife  of  Richard  Jones,  of  Pennsylvania,  she  was  the 
mother  of  four  children,  one  only  surviving.  Ada- 
line  was  born  in  Northumberland  County,  Pa.,  in 
1831,  and  was  married  to  Jerry  Dyer,  who  is  a  far- 
mer in  that  State. 

Mr.  Early  was  married  to  Miss  Margaret  Gray. 
Sept.  27,  1844.  This  lady  was  a  native  of  Northum- 
berland County,  Pa.,  where  she  was  born  in  1827. 
The  early  days  of  our  subject  were  not  passed  in 
paths  of  ease  and  pleasure,  but,  on  the  contrary, 
w^ere  filled  with  many  troubles  and  much  hard 
labor.     When  old  enough  to  handle  a  team  he  was 
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the  driver  of  a  stage.  In  the  year  1841  he  was 
a  "towbo,y"  on  the  Pennsylvania  Canal,  and  was 
the  driver  of  the  team  attached  to  the  boat  that 
carried  the  remains  of  President  William  Henry 
Harrison  from  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  to  Clark's  Ferry, 
on  the  way  westward  to  his  final  resting-place  on 
the  banl^s  of  the  Ohio  River.  He  recalls  distinctly 
the  many  expressions  of  regret  and  sorrow  shown 
by  the  people  along  the  route.  Public  buildings 
and  private  residences  were  draped  with  all  the  sad 
paraphernalia  of  mourning,  and  when  the  boat 
passed  people  would  stand  with  bowed  and  uncov- 
ered heads  until  it  had  passed  from  sight.  The 
boat  that  carried  the  remains  was  named  ''General 
Jackson." 

Our  subject  followed  canal  and  stage  driving  for 
three  3^ears,  when  he  asked  for  leave  of  absence,  in- 
tending to  come  to  the  great  Northwest,  which  re- 
quest was  granted.  He  wrote  his  employers  that  if  he 
did  not  come  back  in  three  weeks  they  might  think 
he  had  said  good-bye.  He  came  to  Mottville,  St. 
Joseph  County,  and  then  went  to  Bristol  and  en- 
gaged in  keeping  a  hotel.  At  the  end  of  one  year 
he  sold  his  hotel  interest,  and  returned  to  jNIott- 
ville  and  engaged  in  farming,  which  he  followed 
for  twelve  years.  In  this  he  was  prosperous,  and 
accumulated  a  goodly  store  of  this  world's  effects. 
Leaving  his  farm,  he  moved  into  Mottville  Vil- 
lage, but  having  been  accustomed  to  an  active, 
stirring  life,  he  could  not  obtain  his  own  consent 
to  remain  in  idleness,  so  he  purchased  a  stock  of 
dry-goods,  boots,  shoes  and  groceries,  and  com- 
menced business  as  a  merchant. 

This  venture  proving  very  successful,  Mr.  Early 
found  a  good  opportunity  of  disposing  of  it  to  an  ac- 
quaintance from  California,  after  which  he  returned 
to  Bristol  and  purchased  the  Western  Hotel.  After 
conducting  this  hotel  awhile  he  sold  it  to  Joseph 
Wheeler  and  returned  to  Mottville,  after  which  he 
was  out  of  active  business  for  a  short  time.  He 
then  purchased  another  general  stock  of  goods  and 
opened  a  store,  in  which  he  is  located  to-day.  He 
is  doing  a  good  business,  and  is  considered  a  good, 
straightforward,  prosperous  man.  He  is  also  Post- 
master at  this  point. 

Mr.  Early  loves  to  tell  to  his  customers  and 
friends  the  history  of  his  past  life,  and  being  a 
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fluent  talker  and  having  a  good  command  of  lan- 
guage, his  descriptions  of  many  of  the  adventures  of 
that  time,  describad  in  his  exceedingly  graphic 
manner,  are  liiglily  enter fcaining,  and  do  not  fail  to 
enlist  the  entire  attention  of  the  listener.  He  has  a 
nice  home,  comfortably  furnished,  situated  in  the 
midst  of  pleasant  surroundings,  and  now  in  the 
evening  of  his  life  he  is  enabled  to  enjoy  that  which 
was  denied  him  in  his  earlier  years. 

To  our  subject  and  his  wife  were  born  eight 
children,  seven  girls  and  one  boy,  four  of  whom 
are  now  living.  Mary  Jane  is  the  wife  of  C.  Koh- 
ler,  and  resides  in  Elkhart,  Ind.;  Martha  A.,  now 
the  wife  of  Ira  Sloan,  resides  in  Three  Rivers, 
Mich. ;  Sarah  Belle  is  the  wife  of  J.  II.  Madden, 
and  lives  in  Mottville,  Mich.,  and  Lucinda  is  re- 
siding with  her  parents,  and  is  the  only  child  at 
home.  She  clerks  in  her  father's  store,  has  re- 
ceived a  good  common-school  education,  and  is  a 
fine  penswoman. 
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yW.  TEAL,  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of 
Burr  Oak  Township,  came  to  this  county 
in  1872,  and  located  upon  the  land  which 
comprises  his  i)resent  homestead.  A  native  of  York- 
shire, England,  he  was  born  Jan.  2,  1814,  and  is 
the  son  of  John  and  Nancy  Teal,  who  spent  their 
entire  lives  in  their  native  England. 

At  the  age  of  fourteen  years  our  subject  was 
apprenticed  to  a  sea  captain  on  a  lumber  vessel,  the 
"■  Tilton,"  with  which  he  sailed  about  three  years. 
During  this  time  he  made  four  trips  between  En- 
gland and  the  Dominion  of  Canada.  On  their  last 
voyage  they  came  very  near  being  shipwrecked, 
and  the  vessel  was  declared  unsea worthy.  Shortly 
afterward,  in  1833,  young  Teal  took  up  his  abode 
in  New  York  City,  and  was  employed  about  the 
wharf  nearly  a  year.  Thence  he  went  to  Oneida 
County,  where  he  was  variously  employed,  some- 
times as  a  boat  hand,  sometimes  as  a  grocery  clerk, 
and  whatever  he  could  find  to  do.  He  finally  mi- 
grated to  the  vicinity  of  Cold  water,  Mich.,  and 
thence  to  Lagrange  County,  Ind.,  where  he  pur- 
chased forty  acres  of  land.  This  was  all  timber, 
which  he  cleared  away,  brought  the  soil  to  a  state 
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of  cultivation,  and  added  forty  acres  to  bis  first 
purchase.  In  due  time  he  was  the  owner  of  120 
acres,  and  continued  there  for  a  period  of  twelve 
years,  then  came  to  this  county. 

Mr.  Teal  has  been  twice  married  first,  in  !837, 
to  Miss  Ruth  Pilbeam,a  native  of  England,  and  the 
daughter  of  Henrj^  and  Elizabeth  Pilbeam,  who 
spent  their  entire  lives  there.  This  lady  died  at 
her  home,  in  1867,  after  having  been  his  faithful 
wife  and  helpmate  for  a  period  of  thirty  3^ears. 
The  present  wife  of  our  subject,  to  whom  he  was 
married  in  1870,  was  formerly  Miss  Caroline  M. 
Mellon,  at  that  time  of  Lagrange  County,  Ind. 
Mrs.  Caroline  Teal  is  the  daughter  of  Arthur  and 
Rachel  Mellon.  Of  this  union  there  have  been 
born  seven  children — Olive,  Mary  Jane,  John 
^^illiam,  Arthur,  Hattie,  Caroline  and  George. 

Mr.  Teal,  politically,  was  in  earlier  years  an  active 
worker  in  the  ranks  of  the  Democratic  party.  Of 
late,  however,  he  has  taken  but  little  interest  in 
politics.  He  served  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  La- 
grange County,  Ind.,  a  number  of  terms,  and  in 
Burr  Oak  has  been  Street  Commissioner  and  a 
member  of  the  Town  Council.  He  is  a  reliable 
and  substantial  citizen,  a  man  of  strict  integrity, 
and  one  generally  respected  among  his  neighbcrs. 
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UDGE  WILLIAM  CONNOR.  Upon  the 
Lth  day  of  July,  1803,  there  was  born  in 
one  of  the  prettiest  farmhouses  in  Hillsboro 
County,  N.  H.,  a  child  who  shortly  afterward 
received  the  name  which  stands  at  the  head  of  this 
sketch,  who,  in  the  years  which  have  succeeded, 
has  abundantly  justified  the  rejoicings  of  which  he 
was  the  occasion  at  that  time.  In  the  above  county 
our  subject  spent  his  early  days,  occupied  with  the 
sports  and  pastimes  incident  to  childhood,  and 
gradually  taking  his  place  amidst  the  sterner  duties 
of  3^outh  and  manhood. 

Young  Connor  remained  in  his  native  county 
until  1828,  when,  starting  out  for  himself,  he  came 
West  as  far  as  Detroit,  remaining  there  a  short 
time,  as  be  did  also  in  the  cities  of  Ypsilanti  and 
Ann  Arbor.  He  acted  in  the  capacity  of  a  peda- 
gogue during  the  winter  of  1828-29,  and  in  the 
.^ 


spring  came  to  what  is  now  St.  Joseph  County  to 
look  at  the  lay  of  the  land.  The  surroundings 
meeting,  if  not  indeed  surpassing,  his  highest  ex- 
pectations, he  purchased  eighty  acres  in  Notlawa 
Township.  He  then  returned  to  Ypsilanti,  and 
commenced  teaching  school,  but  Sept.  1,  1829,  lo- 
cated permanently  upon  his  land  in  Nottawa  Town- 
ship, where  he  is  one  of  the  old  time  residents.  It  is 
through  the  energy  and  self-sacrifice  of  such  men 
as  Mr.  Connor  that  St.  Joseph  Count}'  is  indebted 
for  her  present  prosperous  condition. 

In  the  election  of  1836  Mr.  Connor  was  elected 
Judge  of  the  Probate  Court,  but  resigned  in  1837. 
He  has  also  been  County  Commissioner,  and  a  mem- 
ber of  the  County  Board  of  Supervisors  for  nearly 
twenty  years.  Beyond  the  good  which  he  might 
accomplish  in  his  own  community,  in  discharging 
the  duties  of  an  unsalaried  office,  he  has  ho  aspira- 
tions for  political  preferment.  Judge  Connor  mani- 
fested his  interest  in  the  upbuilding  of  the  county 
by  superintending  the  erection  of  its  present  court 
house,  and  also  that  of  the  county  jail,  which  shows 
him  to  be  able  to  take  his  place  as  an  able  worker 
in  any  department. 

Judge  Connor  was  united  in  marriage,  in  1835, 
with  Mrs.  Sarah  Ann  (Rapalje)  Wicks,  who  only 
survived  her  wedding  seven  months.  In  due  time 
our  subject  was  the  second  time  married,  to  Miss 
A.  Powers,  wiio  bore  him  four  children,  namely: 
Mark  W. ;  Clara  A.,  who  is  the  wife  of  R.  C.  Bar- 
nard; Helen  J.,  now  Mrs.  C.  A.  Ensign;  and  Clin- 
ton M.,  now  deceased.  Mrs.  A.  Connor  departed 
this  life  in  1869. 

Politically,  our  subject  does  not  meddle  in  poli- 
tics, otherwise  than  to  cast  his  vote  at  the  National 
elections. 

(^  j^ILLIAM  M.  WATKINS.  Among  the  many 
\/jJ//  ^^ll-tio-do  and  highly  respected  citizens  of 
\y\!l  Leonidas  Township  is  the  gentleman  whose 
biography  is  here  presented  in  outline.  His  resi- 
dence is  upon  section  21,  where  he  owns  190  acres. 
His  father,  Levi  Watkins,  came  from  Ontario 
County,  N.  Y.,  to  this  county,  in  the  fall  of  1832, 
and  built  his  house  on  the  I^ Ottawa  Creek,  in  this 
township,  in  November  of  that  year,  and  there  made 
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his  home  until  his  death  in  1851.  His  wife,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Lucina  Kibbee,  died  on  the  19th 
of  Februaiy,  1862.  They  were  the  parents  of  four 
sons  and  two  daughters,  of  whom  our  subject  was 
the  youngest. 

Levi  Watkins  was  one  of  the  leading  citizens  in 
his  district.  He  built  the  first  bridge  across  the  St. 
Joseph  River,  between  Mottville,  St.  Joseph  County, 
and  Jonesville,  Hillsdale  County.  He  was  a  man 
who  took  the  deepest  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the 
community  of  which  he  was  a  resident,  was  intelli- 
gent, active  and  reliable.  It  was  his  endeavor  in 
his  family  to  so  train  and  develop  the  various  pow- 
ers of  his  children  as  to  make  them  of  use  in  the 
world,  and  capable  of  taking  their  places,  so  as  to 
leave  it  better  than  they  found  it. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  born  in  Naples, 
Ontario  Co.,  N.  Y.,  on  the  17th  of  August,  1816, 
and  was  there  until  he  was  about  sixteen  years  of 
age.  He  then  accompanied  his  parents  to  this  State. 
He  attended  the  Naples  schools,  and  returned  from 
Michigan  to  Naples  to  attend  school  in  the  fall  of 
1833,  remaining  until  the  following  June.  In  1838 
he  also  attended  a  branch  of  the  State  Univer- 
sity, located  at  White  Pigeon,  from  December, 
1838,  until  March  1,  1840.  Leaving  school,  our 
subject  went  to  Texas,  where  he  engaged  in  clerk- 
ing until  the  spring  of  1841,  when  he  returned 
home,  where  he  has  lived  ever  since  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  four  years  that  he  was  Sheriff  of  the 
county.     Then  he  lived  at  Centreville. 

Mr.  Watkins  is  the  owner  of  190  acres  of  choice 
land,  and  has  also  erected  a  very  fine  dwelling.  In 
November,  1866,  he  was  re-elected  Sheriff  of  the 
county.  He  has  also  held  the  offices  of  Township 
Clerk,  Supervisor,  and  Justice  of  the  Peace,  which 
latter  he  has  held  almost  continuously  since  1864. 
He  was  elected  Township  Clerk  in  1843,  and  in 
July,  1892,  his  present  term  of  office  as  Justice 
of  the  Peace  will  expire.  He  is  also  one  of  the 
leading  members  of  the  State  Agricultural  Society 
and  a  member  of  the  St.  Joseph's  Mutual  Fire  In- 
surance Company,  from  which  it  will  be  seen  that 
he  is  certainly  very  actively  engaged  in  the  inter- 
ests of  the  community. 

Furthermore,  in  the  matter  of  railroads  Mr.  Wat- 
kins has  been  no  less  interested.     He  aided  largely 


in  putting  through  this  section  of  the  county  the  St. 
Louis,  Sturgis  &  Battle  Creek  Railroad,  and  also 
tlie  Air-Line  Road.  He  now  lives  a  retired  life, 
and  is  enjoying  the  competency  he  has  accumulated 
and  the  well-nigh  perfect  health  with  which  it  is  his 
happiness  to  be  blessed,  and  which  was  only  marred 
by  the  result  of  an  accident,  that  occurred  at 
Leonidas,  in  the  year  1888,  by  which  his  left  foot 
was  crushed. 

On  the  26th  of  October,  1841,  the  subject  of  our 
sketch  and  Miss  Barbara  E.  Hill  were  united  in 
marriage.  This  lady  is  a  native  of  Manchester, 
Ontario  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  she  was  born  Feb.  24, 
1821.  There  have  been  born  to  them  eight  chil- 
dren, five  of  whom  are  living,  viz:  Edward  W., 
Marcus  L.,  Levi  IL,  Emery  O.  and  Eva.  Eva  is 
the  wife  of  Fred  B.  Greenleaf .  Those  deceased  are 
Ida  M.,  Sarah  and  Marcia  A.  Ida  and  Sarah  died 
when  young;  Marcia  was  born  in  1844,  and  died  in 
1887,  after  a  happy  married  life  of  seven  years. 
Her  husband  was  Phineas  J.  Simons. 

Mr.  Watkins  is  identified  with  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternity, and  is  a  member  of  the  Blue  Lodge  at 
Colon,  the  Centreville  Chapter,  and  Three  Rivers 
Commandery.  He  has  been  a  member  in  good 
standing  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  since 
1846,  as  has  also  his  wife.  Both  take  the  great- 
est possible  interest  in  religious  and  educational 
institutions,  and  not  infrequently  have  they  filled 
offices  in  connection  therewith.  Politically,  our 
subject  is  a  stanch  Republican. 


<^¥^LON  OLNEY,  deceased.  This  gentleman 
lU]  was  one  of  the  worthy  and  esteemed  citizens 
j[L-^  of  Leonidas  Township.  He  was  the  son  of 
the  late  Joseph  Olney,  and  was  born  in  Mendon 
Township,  this  county,  Aug.  7,  1844.  His  early 
life  was  spent  upon  the  farm,  and  he  engaged  in 
agriculture  throughout  his  life.  He  was  a  man  of 
shrewd  intelligence,  with  a  large  capacity  for  work, 
possessed  of  many  social  virtues,  and  a  general 
favorite.  Although  not  a  professor  of  religion,  he 
was  a  man  of  high  moral  character,  and  directed 
his  life  according  to  the  precepts  of  Christianity. 
He  had  been  careful  to  bring   his   farm  to  a  high 
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state  of  cultivation,  to  have  it  fully  supplied  with 
substantial  buildings,  and  also  provided  for  his 
family  a  pleasant  and  comfortable  home.  He  was 
in  the  full  prime  of  manhood  when  he  was  stricken 
by  death,  which  was  caused  by  measles.  This  sad- 
dening event  came  to  his  family  on  the  15th  of 
March.  1887. 

Mr.  Olney  was  united  in  marriage,  in  Kottawa 
Township,  to  Mary  Post,  on  the  10th  of  Janu- 
ary, 1871.  Tills  excellent  lady  was  the  daughter 
and  fourth  child  of  Russell  and  Ruth  (Trusdale) 
Post,  who,  after  their  marriage,  settled  in  Nottawa 
Township,  Mr.  Post  having  come  to  this  county 
and  made  it  his  home  at  a  very  early  date.  There 
he  died  in  1873.  Their  family  included  nine  chil- 
dren, five  of  whom  were  sons. 

Mrs.  Olney  was  born  in  Nottawa  Township, 
March  17,  1844.  She  was  educated  in  the  schools 
of  the  district,  and  there  made  her  home  until  her 
marriage.  There  have  been  given  to  our  subject 
and  his  wife  five  children,  whose  names  are  recorded 
as  follows:  Sarah,  Georgiana,  Leroy,  Clarence  and 
Glenn. 

When  the  dark  cloud  of  bereavement  overshad- 
owed the  home,  it  was  a  somber  background  that 
only  threw  into  more  striking  relief  the  character 
and  many  womanlj^  virtues  of  Mrs.  Olney,  who, 
throughout  all  her  trials,  exhi])ited  a  most  beauti- 
ful spirit  of  Christian  patience  and  affectionate 
trust. 


^p^  EORGE  M.  SIDES  is  identified  with  the  in- 
dustrial interests  of  St.  Joseph  County  as  a 
carriage  painter,  decorator  and  paper  hanger, 
and  is  actively  engaged  at  his  trade  in  Colon,  where 
he  is  prospering,  and  has  a  pleasant,  attractive 
home.  He  is  the  son  of  Dr.  Sides,  whose  biography 
appears  on  another  page  of  this  work.  He  was  born 
in  Lewistown,  Pa.,  in  1850,  and  was  but  a  boy  of  six 
years  when  he  came  with  his  parents  to  Michigan 
to  settle  in  their  new  home  in  Colon.  He  was 
reared  here  and  had  the  benefit  of  an  education  in 
the  excellent  schools  of  this  town.  He  was  of  an 
independent,  energetic  turn  of  mind,  and  being 
anxious  to  make  his  own  way  in  the  world,  when 
but  fifteen  years  old  commenced  to  learn  the  trade 


at  which  he  is  now  engaged,  and  in  1868  went  to 
Three  Rivers  in  pursuance  of  his  calling.  In  1869 
he  went  to  work  for  Mr.  Shepard,  of  Battle  Creek, 
and  remained  in  his  employ  for  four  years.  He  also 
worked  for  Upson  &  Brown,  of  the  same  place,  for 
two  years.  He  then  found  employment  in  the  es- 
tablishment of  E.  Clapp,  carriage-maker,  of  Battle 
Creek,  with  whom  he  staid  for  two  and  one-half 
years.  With  all  this  experience  he  became  a  su- 
perior workman,  and  was  highly  prized  by  his 
employers  for  his  intelligence,  efficiency  and  trust- 
worthiness. Mr.  Sides  returned  to  C(^on  in  1882, 
and  established  himself  at  his  trade,  and  has  been 
working  at  it  ever  since.  By  his  steady  devotion 
to  his  business  he  has  made  money,  for  as  an  expert 
in  his  line  his  services  are  in  constant  demand,  and 
he  never  fails  to  find  work  when  others  are  forced 
to  be  idle. 

Mr.  Sides  has  been  twice  married.  His  first  wife, 
to  whom  he  was  united  in  1872,  in  Battle  Creek, 
was  Miss  Cora  Lobdell,  a  native  of  Battle  Creek. 
She  was  born  in  1850,  the  third  in  a  family  of  four 
daughters  of  Jacob  B.  and  Maria  (Knapp)  Lobdell. 
Her  parents  were  natives  of  New  York,  and  were 
among  the  early  settlers  of  Battle  Creek,  where  her 
father,  who  was  known  as  a  patent-right  man,  fol- 
lowed his  trade  of  carpenter.  The  pleasant  wedded 
life  of  our  subject  with  his  first  wife  was  of  brief 
duration,  as  she  died  Jan.  7,  1879,  after  lingering 
some  fifteen  months  in  consumption.  She  was  a 
lady  of  superior  culture,  a  graduate  of  the  Battle 
Creek  High  School,  and  was  conversant  with  the 
French  and  German  languages.  She  had  a  frank, 
generous  disposition,  and  was  well  beloved  by  all 
who  knew  her.  Mr.  Sides'  second  marriage,  which 
occurred  April  14,  1886,  was  to  Miss  Rebecca  Lid- 
die,  a  native  of  Colon  Township.  Mrs.  Sides  was 
born  in  September,  1860,  and  was  the  fifth  in  a 
family  of  six  children  born  to  Gilbert  and  Rebecca 
(Weston)  Liddle,  natives  of  Meadville,  Pa.  They 
came  to  Michigan  in  the  very  early  days  of  its  set- 
tlement by  the  white  man,  Indians  still  lingering  in 
the  country  when  they  came.  Detroit,  then  a  small 
place,  and  Cleveland,  Ohio,  were  the  nearest  towns. 
Mr.  Liddle  settled  on  land  which  he  procured  from 
the  Government,  and  from  the  primeval  forest  that 
then  prevailed  in  this  part  of  the  State  he  built  up 
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a  home.  He  died  in  July,  1884,  at  an  advanced 
age,  thus  rounding  out  a  useful  and  busy  life.  His 
wife  resides  on  the  old  homestead  in  Colon.  Mrs. 
Sides  had  two  half-brothers  who  took  part  in  the 
war,  the  Henry  M.  Liddle  Post,  of  Colon,  being 
named  in  honor  of  one  of  them.  Mrs.  Sides  is  a 
woman  of  fine  character,  of  pleasing  manners,  and 
makes  their  home  comfortable  and  cheery  for  her 
husband,  and  for  their  numerous  friends,  with 
whom  they  often  share  its  hospitalities. 

Mr.  Sides  stands  high  in  the  estimation  of  his 
fellow-citizens,  as  he  is  a  man  of  unexceptionable 
habits,  of  a  sturdy  and  independent  character,  and 
in  all  the  relations  of  life,  as  son,  brother,  husband, 
he  is. all  that  can  be  desired.  He  takes  an  intelli- 
gent interest  in  politics,  and  affiliates  with  the 
Republican  x)arty. 
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rlLLIAM  HINKLE,  deceased,  who  was  a 
ident  of  Mendon  Township  since  April, 
by  his  life  of  industry  and  econ- 
omy accumulated  a  comfortable  property,  and  dur- 
ing his  last  years  lived  retired  from  active  labor  at 
his  pleasant  homestead  on  section  16.  He  owned 
about  ninety-five  acres  of  good  land,  where  he 
erected  a  substantial  set  of  frame  buildings,  and 
gathered  about  himself  and  his  family  the  thousand 
little  comforts  and  conveniences  so  essential  to  their 
welfare  and  happiness.  The  household  includes  a 
highly  intelligent  wife  and  three  children,  all  at 
home,  forming  a  family  group  amply  worthy  of  rep- 
resentation in  a  work  which  will  claim  the  attention 
of  scores  of  the  best  citizens  of  this  county,  whose 
history  it  is  designed  to  perpetuate.  In  the  years 
to  come  a  future  generation  will  turn  these  leaves 
with  more  than  a  passing  interest,  and  note  the 
names  of  those  who  have  been  prominent  in  the 
progress  and  development  of  St.  eJoseph  County. 
Among  them  the  Hinkle  family  will  occupy  their 
rightful  position. 

Our  subject  was  the  scion  of  an  excellent  family, 
a  native  of  York  County,  Pa.,  and  in  which  county, 
when  reaching  man's  estate,  he  formed  the  ac- 
quaintance of  a  most  estimable  lady,  Miss  Matilda 
Hites,  with  whom  he  was  united  in  marriage  March 


24,  1844.  Mrs.  Hinkle  was  a  native  of  Crawford 
County,  and  was  born  March  1,1820.  They  re- 
mained residents  of  their  native  State  until  1866, 
making  their  home  on  a  farm  in  Hayfield  Town- 
ship, Crawford  County,  afterward  removing  to 
Fairview  Township,  Erie  County,  where  our  sub- 
ject engaged  successfully  in  the  pursuit  of  agricult- 
ure. In  the  spring  of  the  year  above  mentioned, 
deciding  to  try  the  experiment  of  life  in  the  West, 
they  removed  to  Lagrange  County,  Ind.,  where 
they  sojourned  a  period  of  three  years.  The  spring 
of  1869  found  them  settled  in  Mendon  Township, 
this  county,  where  they  have  since  lived. 

Our  subject  and  his  excellent  wife  watched 
with  deep  interest  the  growth  and  development 
of  Southern  Michigan,  and  bore  no  unimport- 
ant part  in  bringing  Mendon  Township  to  its 
present  status,  having  built  up  one  of  the  best 
farms  within  its  limits,  fulfilling  the  idea  of  the 
Sage  of  Chappaqua,  that  a  moderate  extent  of  land 
well  cultivated  is  more  desirable  than  a  large  area 
partially  neglected.  Their  little  farm  is  therefore 
more  valuable  than  many  embracing  a  larger  acre- 
age. 

Mr.  Hinkle,  the  eldest  of  nine  children,  was  born 
in  York  County,  Pa.,  May  12,  1820,  and  was  the  son 
of  Andrew  and  Catherine  (Shue)  Hinkle,  who  were 
also  natives  of  the  Keystone  State,  the  father  being 
born  in  the  eastern  part.  After  marriage  the  par- 
ents settled  in  York  County,  but  later  removed  to 
Erie  County,  and  after  having  lived  in  different 
places  in  Pennsylvania,  removed  from  Erie  County 
*  to  Lagrange  County,  Ind.,  where  the  mother  died 
about  1873.  The  father  later  came  to  the  home 
of  his  son  William  in  Mendon  Township,  where  he 
spent  his  last  days,  passing  away  about  1884.  There 
are  living  seven  children  of  the  parental  family, 
most  of  them  making  their  homes  in  the  West. 

Mrs.  Hinkle  is  the  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Mary 
Hites,  who  were  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  and  are 
now  deceased.  They  spent  the  greater  part  of 
their  lives  in  Crawford  County,  Pa.  The  home 
circle  included  eight  children,  five  of  whom  are 
living. 

To  Mr.  and   Mrs.  Hinkle   there  were  born  nine 
children  in  Pennsylvania.     Their  sons  and  daugh 
ters  were  named    respectively:  Andrew   J.,  George 
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W.,  Mary  C,  Martha  P.,  Jacob  W.,  Amos  S.,  Ma- 
tilda  A.,  Melinda  E.  and  Winfield  S.  The  eldest  is 
forty -three  years  of  age,  and  the  youngest  twenty- 
five.  All  are  residents  of  Mendon  but  three  daugh- 
ters, who  are  married,  and  living  in  Indiana,  Ohio 
and  California  respectively. 

After  his  marriage,  and  while  a  resident  of  Erie 
County,  Pa.,  Mr.  Hinkle  suffered  quite  a  loss  in  the 
destruction  of  his  dwelling  and  household  goods 
by  fire.  During  his  early  manhood  he  learned  the 
carpenter's  trade,  which  he  followed  a  number  of 
years,  but  later  preferred  to  give  his  attention  to 
agricultural  pursuits.  He  cast  his  first  Presidential 
vote  for  Henry  Claj^,  being  a  member  of  the  Whig 
party  until  identifying  himself  with  the  Repub- 
licans, to  whose  principles  he  gave  his  unqualified 
support.  He  held  the  minor  offices  of  his  town- 
ship, and  was  an  active  member  of  the  Chris- 
tian Church  for  many  years.  A  man  prompt  to 
meet  his  obligations,  and  one  whose  opinions  are 
generally  respected,  he  formed  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant factors  of  a  community  more  than  ordina- 
rily intelligent  and  progressive.  Dec.  13,  1888, 
he  was  stricken  with  paralysis  from  which  he  never 
rallied,  and  peacefully  passed  away  December  22, 
aged  sixty-eight  years,  seven  months  and  ten  days. 


m  OHN  W.  HARRISON,  a  prominent  and  well- 
I  I  to-do  citizen  of  Florence  Township,  was  for 
^^^1  j  many  years  actively  identified  with  its  lead- 
(^^  ing  interest,  that  of  agriculture.  He  still 
retains  a  general  supervision  of  his  farm,  on  section 
29,  which  is  justly  considered  one  of  the  most 
valuable  in  the  township,  but  he  has  retired  from 
the  more  severe  labors  connected  with  its  manage- 
ment, and  he  and  his  estimable  wife  are  enjoying 
the  handsome  competence  that  they  have  accu- 
mulated by  their  united  labors. 

Mr.  Harrison's  father,  John  Harrison,  was  earl}^ 
identified  with  the  pioneers  of  St.  Joseph  County, 
and  was  for  many  years  a  leading  citizen  of  Con- 
stantine,  where  he  had  a  large  farm,  taking  a  con- 
spicuous part  in  public  affairs,  and  doing  a  great 
deal  toward  its  development.  Our  subject  being 
reared  amid  the   primitive  scenes  of  pioneer  life, 


has  many  interesting  incidents  to  relate  of  the 
brave,  sturdy,  generous,  self-sacrificing  people  who 
first  came  here  to  subdue  the  primeval  forests  of 
Southern  Michigan,  and  on  this  rich  soil  build  up 
homes  for  themselves,  their  children,  and  their 
children's  children.  Many  of  them  were  poor,  and 
had  a  hard  struggle  for  existence.  Owing  to  the  break- 
ing up  of  so  much  new  land,  the  country  was  verv 
unhealthful,  which  caused  much  sickness,  and  these 
people  were  very  dependent  on  each  other.  Not- 
withstanding the  privations  and  hardships  they  had 
to  undergo,  they  were  uniformly  cheerful,  friendly 
and  social,  and  many  were  the  good  times  that 
they  contrived  to  have  to  lighten  the  tedium  of 
life.  They  were  contented,  and  made  the  best  of 
their  circumstances,  and  so  it  happened  that  many 
of  the  leading  people,  even,  went  to  church  bare- 
footed, and  the  sensible  women  did  not  trouble 
themselves  about  the  prevailing  styles  of  bonnets, 
but  wore  handkerchiefs  on  their  heads  when  they 
attended  divine  service. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  born  in  England, 
the  former  in  the  town  of  Waxholme,  Nov.  6, 1796, 
and  the  latter  in  Hull,  in  1792.  They  were  mar- 
ried Sept.  23,  1819,  in  their  native  country,  and 
continued  to  reside  there  for  several  years.  In 
1835  they  concluded  to  emigrate  with  their  family 
to  America,  and  after  a  voyage  of  seven  weeks 
landed  in  New  York,  and  were  soon  after  on  a 
boat  in  the  Erie  Canal,  that  great  highway  of  the 
Western  pioneers,  bound  for  Michigan,  coming  by 
way  of  the  lakes  from  Buffalo  to  Detroit.  Mr. 
Harrison  left  his  family  in  that  city,  and  taking  a 
stage,  crossed  the  intervening  wild  country  to  St. 
Joseph  County,  where  he  bought  a  farm  in  Con- 
stantine  Township,  and  then  returned  for  his  wife 
and  children.  After  settling  on  his  land,  a  part  of 
which  was  improved,  he  rented  it  until  his  sons 
were  old  enough  to  carry  it  on.  In  1868  he  sold 
his  extensive  and  valuable  farm  and  moved  into 
the  village  of  Constantine.  About  two  years  be- 
fore his  death,  which  was  Dec.  2,  1868,  at  the  age 
of  seventy- two  years  and  twentj-five  days,  he  dis- 
posed of  his  property,  and  spent  his  last  days  with 
his  son,  our  subject.  Mr.  Harrison  was  a  man 
whose  high  character,  strong  common  sense  and 
shrewdness  made  his  presence  in  the  councils  of  his 
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fellow-townsmen  almost  indispensable,  and  for  six- 
teen years  lie  was  Supervisor  of  Constantine  Town- 
ship/still  retaining  that  position  after  be  beeame  a 
resident  of  the  village,  and,  indeed,  until  about 
two  years  before  his  death,  when  he  came  to  Flor- 
ence to  make  his  home  with  our  subject.  His  wife 
passed  away  in  Constantine,  Mich.,  Oct.  25,  186G. 
They  had  five  children,  four  of  whom  were  living 
when  they  came  to  America,  as  follows:  P:ieanor, 
born  July  5,  1825,  died  in  Florence,  Jan.  25,  1850; 
John  William,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  born  Nov. 
25,  1828;  Thomas,  born  Sept.  12,  1830,  lives  in  Con- 
stantine; Mansfield,  born  Jan.   25,  1835,  died  Feb. 

8,  1851. 

John  W.  Harrison,  of  this  sketch,  was  reared  in 
Constantine  on  the  old  homestead,  and  the  pioneer 
influences  that  he  obtained  in  the  early  days  of  his 
youth  molded  his  character  into  boldness,  strength 
and  self-reliance,  whereby  he  has  been  enabled  to 
make  his  own  way  in  the  world,  and  attain  to  a  po- 
sition of  prominence  in  its  social  and  business  cir- 
cles, as  represented  in  Southern  Michigan.  He  re- 
mained in  his  father's  home  in  Constantine  Town- 
ship until  he  was  married,  Aug.  23,  1854,  being  the 
date  of  that  important  step  in  his  life.  He  was 
then  united  to  Miss  Ellen,  daughter  of  John  and 
Mary  Burnham,  natives  of  P:ngland.  The  father 
was  born  in  Yorkshire,  in  1800,  and  the  mother  in 
England,  in  1803.  They  migrated  to  this  country 
and  settled  in  St.  Joseph  County,  in  1831,  and  here 
the  father  died  Aug.  28,  1832,  a  few  weeks  after 
his  arrival  in  this  country.  His  wife  died  Jan.  28, 
1853.  They  had  two  children,  the  wife  of  our 
subject,  and  Anna,  who  was  born  June  22,  1831, 
became  the  wife  of  Henry  Sevison,  and  died  Feb. 
7,  1857.  Mrs.  Harrison  was  born  in  England,  April 
28,  1829.  The  pleasant  home  circle  of  herself  and 
her  husband  is  completed  by  the  presence  of  the 
three  sons  and  three  daughters  who  have  blessed 
their  union,  of  whom  the  following  is  recorded: 
John  B.,  born  April  4,  1858;  Edward,  Aug.  23, 
1860;  William,  March  27,  1863;  Mary  Eleanor, 
April  25,  1865;  Annie  Elizabeth,  Feb.  14,  1868; 
Minnie,  Oct.  28,  1871. 

After  marriage  Mr.  Harrison  commenced  farming 
on  the  farm  he  still  owns.  It  comprises  200  acres 
of  as  fertile  and  highly  productive  land  as  is  to  be 
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found  in  the  county;  is  amply  supplied  with  sub- 
stantial buildings  and  farm  machinery,  and  is  well 
stocked,  as  he  has  devoted  much  time  to  that  branch 
of  agriculture,  although  not  to  the  neglect  of  his 
grain  fields,  where  he  has  reaped  many  abundant 
harvests.  He  has  now  retired  from  the  active  la- 
bors of  farm  life,  merely  supervising  and  planning 
the  work  to  be  done.  His  long  residence  in  this 
country  has  given  him  a  wide  experience  in  farm- 
ing, and  he  has  witnessed  many  changes,  noticeably 
in  the  wonderful  improvement  of  the  machinery 
which  so  lightens  the  labors  of  the  farmers.  He 
remembers  when  wheat  in  the  early  times  com- 
manded 13  a  bushel,  and  the  holders  would  not 
let  it  go  out  of  the  county,  but  kept  it  for  their 
neighbors  who  had  none. 

Mr.  Harrison  and  his  family  are  members  of  the 
Reformed  Church  of  Constantine,  and  they  are 
ever  foremost  in  all  the  good  and  charitable  works 
that  are  carried  forward  in  this  community.  Mr. 
Harrison  is  accounted  one  of  Florence's  most  re- 
liable and  trustworthy  citizens,  and  he  has  been 
called  upon  to  fill  some  of  its  most  responsible  of- 
fices, having  been  Supervisor  and  Highway  Com- 
missioner. He  IS  a  prominent  member  of  the  social 
organizations  of  the  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  of  the  P.  of 
H.     In  politics  he  is  a  thorough  Republican. 

/p^  FORGE    W.    SPALSBURY,  M.    D.,  whose 
j/[  skill  in  his    profession    is    attested   by    the 

^^1  many  patients  who  seek  his  aid,  was  born  in 
Kingston,  Canada,  (m  the  11th  of  March,  1821. 
While  he  was  yet  an  infant  his  parents  removed  to 
Jefferson  County,  N.  Y.,  and  there  are  laid  the 
scenes  of  his  childhood,  youth  and  early  manhood. 
He  attended  the  common  schools,  and  afterward 
took  a  course  in  the  High  School,  which  occupied 
him  until  he  was  about  twenty  years  of  age.  From 
eighteen  to  twenty-four  years  of  age  he  was  en- 
gaged in  teaching  school  during  the  winter  seasons, 
and  showed  no  little  talent  in  that  direction. 

In  1843  the  subject  of  our  sketch  began  the  study 
of  medicine,  reading  first  with  Prof.  Amasa  Trow- 
bridge, of  Watertown,  N.  Y.     He  remained  with 
that  gentleman  for  about  three  years,  during  which 
•► 
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time,  however,  lie  attended  lectures  at  WilloLighby, 
Ohio,  and  a  second  course  at  Berkshire  Medical 
College,  at  Pittsfield,  from  which  institution  he  was 
graduated  in  the  fall  of  1847. 

The  Doctor  first  opened  an  office  in  Lodus,  Wayne 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  w^iere  he  remained  until  the  year 
1856,  and  then  removed  to  Three  Rivers,  in  this 
State,  entering  into  partnership  with  Dr.  S.  L.  Her- 
rick,  and  continued  in  that  relation  for  about  a 
year  and  a  half.  In  the  spring  of  1859  he  came  to 
Leonidas  Township,  where  he  has  been  ever  since, 
actively  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession. 
He  is  everywhere  highly  esteemed  as  a  physician, 
and  enjoys  the  full  confidence  of  the  people. 

In  September,  1851,  the  subject  of  our  sketch 
was  married,  in  Lodus,  N.  Y.,  the  lady  who  gave 
him  her  hand  upon  that  occasion  being  Miss  Silby 
Ann  White,  who  was  born  in  Columbia  County,  N. 
Y.  She  has  become  the  mother  of  three  children, 
whose  names  are:  Ella,  now  Mrs.  Eugene  D.  Barron, 
of  Three  Rivers,  and  DeWitt  and  Duane,  who  are 
twins.  Duane  is  at  Kalamazoo,  where  he  is  engaged 
in  learning  the  drug  business.  His  brother  is  a 
student  in  the  dental  department  in  the  University 
of  Ann  Arbor. 

Dr.  Spalsbury  is  the  second  in  a  family  of  eight 
children,  six  of  whom  were  sons,  and  all  of  whom 
are  living.  Although  he  has  made  his  way  thus  far 
in  his  profession,  enjoying  a  large  and  lucrative 
practice,  and  is  honored  in  the  community,  he  is 
not  idle,  but  gives  good  attention  to  the  keeping 
up  of  his  medical  studies,  so  that  he  may  be  abreast 
of  the  times  in  the  treatment  of  his  patients. 


1  OBERT  S.  GRIFFITH  is  an  honored  citizen 
of  Fabius  Township,  with  whose  agricult- 
ural interests  he  is  prominently  identified, 
;^both  as  a  farmer  and  a  stock-raiser.  He 
is  the  owner  of  one  of  the  valuable  farms  for  which 
this  section  is  somewhat  noted.  It  is  finely  located 
on  section  18,  and  its  well-tilled,  productive  acres 
have  amply  repaid  the  care  and  money  that  he  has 
bestowed  upon  them. 

Mr.  Griffith  was  born  in  Buckingham  Township, 
Bucks   Co.,  Pa.,  Jan.    11,   1824,  and  is  a  son    of 
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Joseph  and  Mary  (Scarborough)  Griffith,  the  father 
a  native  of  Wales,  and  the  mother  of  that  part  of 
Pennsylvania  included  in  William  Penn's  grant. 
The  mother  w^as  of  Quaker  antecedents,  her  people 
belonging  to  that  denomination,  and  her  ancestry 
coming  from  England  to  settle  in  Pennsylvania  at 
an  early  day  in  its  colonial  history.  They  had  a 
family  of  thirteen  children,  of  whom  our  subject 
was  the  eldest.  He  was  reared  on  a  farm  and  received 
the  benefit  of  a  fair  education,  such  as  his  father 
could  afford  to  give  him  in  those  days,  before  free 
schools  were  known.  He  worked  by  the  month  some 
before  he  was  allowed  to  start  out  in  life  for  himself. 
Being  an  active,  enterprising  youth,  at  the  age  of 
nineteen  he  bought  his  time  of  his  father,  paying  him 
the  sum  of  $125.  He  was  married,  March  20, 
1851,  to  Miss  Susan  Cox,  daughter  of  Jonas  and 
Elizabeth  (Larue)  Cox.  Following  is  a  short 
chronological  record  of  her  parents  and  their  chil- 
dren: Jonas  Cox  was  born  on  the  15th  day  of 
October,  1797.  Elizabeth  Larue  was  born  on  the 
20th  day  of  August,  1797.  They  were  united  in 
marriage  at  Fallsington,  Bucks  Co.,  Pa.,  on  the  15th 
of  April,  1819.  Jonas  Cox  died  on  the  19th  of 
December,  1884.  Elizabeth,  his  wife,  survived 
him  many  years,  dying  on  the  11th  of  May,  1869. 
Their  union  was  productive  of  eight  children,  as 
follows:  Sarah  was  born  on  the  7th  of  February, 
1820,  and  died  on  the  10th  of  March,  1845;  John 
L.  was  born  on  the  17th  of  July,  1821;  Hannah,  on 
the  1st  of  September,  1823;  Ellwood,  on  the  29th 
of  May,  1825;  Mary  Ann  L.,  on  the  13th  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1827;  Susanna,  wife  of  our  subject,  on  the 
30th  of  March,  1829;  Samuel  L.  was  born  on  the 
8th  of  June,  1831,  and  died  on  the  20th  of  Septem- 
ber, 1833;  Elizabeth  was  born  on  the  30th  of 
March,  1834.  John  L.  Cox  married  Catherine 
Hiles,  who  was  born  on  the  27  th  of  April,  1838. 
Two  children  have  been  born  of  that  marriage: 
Joseph,  on  the  6th  of  May,  1858,  and  Charles  W., 
on  the  28th  of  September,  1863. 

For  two  years  after  his  marriage  our  subject 
was  employed  as  a  day  laborer.  He  was  economical 
and  thrifty,  and  carefully  saving  his  earnings 
bought  a  horse,  and  went  into  debt  for  another, 
and  thus  equipped  rented  some  land  and  was  in- 
dustriously engaged  in   farming  it  for   four  years. 
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At    the    expiration    of    that    time    he    had    saved 
11,150,   besides   owning  some  personal    property, 
such  as  liousehold   goods.     In    1857   he  concluded 
to  try  agricultural  pursuits  on  the  unsurpassingly 
fertile  soil   of  St.  Joseph  County,  in   tliis  State,  of 
which  he  had  lieard  many  glowing  accounts.    After 
his  arrival  here  with   his  family  he   purchased  114 
acres  of  land,  one  and  one-half  miles  east  of  Three 
Rivers,  and  there  he  lived  until  1878.     For  a  time 
he   was    very    prosperous    and   made  money  fast, 
louring  the  war  he  built  a  handsome   and  commo- 
dious house    at    a    cost  of    14,000,  but   afterward 
came  the  financial  panic,  times  were  liard,  and  the 
expense  that  he  had  been  at  in  improving  his  place 
proved  too  heavy  a  burden,  and  he  was  obliged  to 
dispose  of  Ids   property  to   pay  his   debts.     After 
having  honorably  discharged  every   dollar  of  his 
indebtedness,  he   found   that  he  had  about  $1,200 
left  with  which  to  start  life  anew.     He  then  bought 
liis  present  farm,  which,  with  the  same  indefatigable 
industry  that  has  always  characterized  him,  he  has 
improved  into  one  of  the  best  places  in  the  neigh- 
borhood.    It  comprises    100   acres   of  fertile  soil, 
well  adapted  to  both  the  raising  of  grain  and  cattle 
Over  the  pleasant  household  of  our  subject  the 
shadow  of  death   fell  Nov.   24,  1887,  and  the  de- 
voted wife  and  tender  mother  was   removed  from 
the  scene  of    her  usefulness.     She    was    a  woman 
whose  sincerity,  tact,  and  great  goodness  of  chaY- 
acter,  made  her  beloved  by  all  who  knew  her,  and 
in  her  death  the  community   lost  one  whose   place 
will  be  hard  to  till.     Although  she  dedicated   her 
life  to  her  duties  as  a  wife  and   a  mother,  she  was 
ever  ready  to  respond  to  the  needs  of  others   out- 
side  of  the  home   circle,  and  her   memory   will  be 
fondly   cherished  by   relatives,  friends   and  neigh- 
bors.    The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of  which 
she  was  a  member  from  the  time  she  was  thirteen 
years    of    age,  lost  in   her  a  bright    and    shining 
light.     Eight  children  were  born  of  her  marriage 
with  our  subject,  of  whom  seven  are  living,  namely: 
Mary  Anna,  born  March  28,   1852,  is  the  wife  of 
Joseph   Fisher,  of  Park   Township,  and   has   four 
children  living;  Sarah  L.,  born  Dec.  12,  1853,  died 
Dec.    25,1871;  Eliza  C,  born   March    19,  1856,  is 
the  wife  of  Frank  Dougherty,  lives  with  her  father, 
and  has  one  child;  John  Cox,  born  March  6,  1858, 


is  married  to  Minnie  Cox,  has  one  child,  and  lives 
on  the  home  farm;  Lizzie,  born  Oct.  19,  1860,  is 
the  wife  of  Mills  Howard,  of  Cass  County,  Mich., 
and  has  one  child;  William  A.,  born  June  6, 
1863,  is  at  present  working  by  the  month;  Rachel, 
born  June  24,  1865,  lives  at  Three  Rivers;  Katie 
M.,  born  Jan.  13,  1868,  is  her  father's  housekeeper. 
Mr.  (rriffith  is  a  thoroughly  upright,  conscien- 
tious man,  one  in  whom  Ins  neighbors  place  the 
highest  confidence.  He  is  a  sincere  and  earnest 
Christian,  and  for  twenty  years  has  been  a  member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  He  takes  a 
deep  interest  in  improving  the  agricultural  meth- 
ods of  to-day,  and  is  a  valued  member  of  the 
grange.  Politically,  he  sympathizes  with  the  Re- 
publican party,  and  has  always  voted  the  Repub- 
lican ticket.  Apropos  to  the  past  campaign  and 
his  party  candidate,  Mr.  Griffith  says  he  well  re- 
members taking  part  in  the  '4og  cabin  and  hard 
cider"  campaign  of  1840,  although  he  was  not  old 
enough  to  vote.  He  has  never  sought  office,  al- 
though lie  has  served  very  acceptably  on  the 
School  Board.  Mr.  Griffith  was  drafted  into  the 
Union  Army  in  1864,  the  last  draft  in  the  district. 
He  gave  $200  toward  providing  a  substitute,  the 
town  giving  the  balance  and  filling  its  quota. 
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^OSIAS  SIMPSON  is  one  of  the  well-known 
farmers  of  Leonidas  Township,  and  operates 
500  acres  of  land  as  a  general  farmer.  His 
father,  whose  name  was  identical  with  that 
of  our  subject,  was  born  in  County  Tyrone,  Ireland, 
as  was  also  his  motlier,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Ellen  Cuddy.  They  were  married  in  the  year  1829, 
in  their  native  county,  and  emigrated  to  America 
in  1854,  coming  direct  to  Michigan  and  settling  in 
Leonidas  Township.  Here  they  made  their  home 
for  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  The  mother  of 
our  subject  died  on  the  5th  of  September,  1858, 
and  the  father  on  the  23d  of  January.  1877.  Their 
family  included  nine  children. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  the  youngest  of 
the  family  of  which  he  was  a  member,  and  was 
born  on  the  5th  of  May,  1830,  in  County  Tyrone. 
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Since  coming  to  this  country  he  has  lived  in 
the  above  township.  From  his  youth  he  has  been 
connected  with  farming  and  farm  life,  and  his 
property  is  one  of  the  finest  in  the  district,  his 
buildings,  fields  and  pastures  all  revealing  the  fact 
that  a  master  hand  has  been  at  work. 

The  township  offices  have  been  held  by  our  sub- 
ject, that  of  Supervisor  for  three  years.  He  was 
elected  Justice  of  the  Peace,  but  did  not  qualify. 
Mr.  Simpson  has  taken  a  great  interest  in  educa- 
tional affairs,  and  has  held  several  offices  in  con- 
nection therewith.  He  is  one  who  enjoj^s  the  entire 
confidence  of  his  fellows,  and  as  a  result  has  been 
asked  to  serve  in  the  offices  held  by  him. 

Mr.  Simpson  Was  married  in  Centre ville,  on  the 
1st  of  January,  1857,  the  lady  of  his  choice  being 
Miss  Jane  Gibson,  daughter  of  John  and  Margaret 
(Moore)  Gibson,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of 
County  Tyrone,  and  representatives  of  good  old 
Irish  families.  They  emigrated  to  America  in 
June,  1850,  and  settled  in  New  York  State,  com- 
ing to  this  county  in  April  of  the  year  1853. 
They  located  in  Nottawa  Township,  and  there 
made  their  home. 

The  birth  of  the  wife  of  our  subject  occurred  on 
the  28th  of  September,  1827,  in  County  Tyrone. 
Her  marriage  with  our  subject  has  been  very  happy, 
which  happiness  has  been  in  nowise  diminished  by 
the  birth  of  five  children,  whose  names  are:  Ellen 
M.,  Mary  I.;  Sarah  J.,  now  the  wife  of  James  Eth- 
vine,  of  Nottawa  Township;  William  and  James  A., 
both  of  whom  reside  at  home.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Simp- 
son are  in  accord  with  the  religious  views  embodied 
in  the  Congregational  Church,  and  are  members  of 
that  communion.  Their  children  have  been  brought 
up  according  to  the  same  teaching,  and  are  some- 
what attached  to  the  church. 
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ATTHIAS  BECKER  PUTNAM  stands 
among  the  foremost  of  the  agriculturists  of 
St.  Joseph  County  who  have  been  instru- 
mental in  building  up  its  great  farming  in- 
terests. He  is  a  prominent  citizen  of  Constantine 
Township,  where  he  owns  a  large  farm  on  section 
36,  and  is  extensively  engaged  in  agriculture.  He 
»  , 


has  one  of  the  finest  residences  in  the  township, 
and  his  home  is  very  attractive.  Mr.  Putnam  is 
the  son  of  a  pioneer  family  well  known  here  in 
early  times,  and  our  subject,  though  but  nine 
years  of  age  when  he  accompanied  his  parents  to 
their  new  home  in  the  forest  depths  of  Southern 
Michigan,  may  well  be  denominated  a  pioneer  him- 
self. He  has  been  a  dweller  in  St.  Joseph  County 
and  Constantine  Township,  boy  and  man,  for  over 
fifty  years,  and  in  that  time  has  witnessed  the  won- 
derful change  that  has  been  brought  about  by  the 
energy  and  indomitable  perseverance  of  the  early 
pioneers  and  their  successors,  rendering  this  one  of 
the  richest  and  most  prosperous  farming  regions  in 
the  country,  with  extensive  commercial  interests 
and  flourishing  towns  and  cities.  It  must  be  a 
pleasant  thought  to  him  that  he  has  materially  con- 
tributed to  this  prosperity. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Johnstown,  Montgomery 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  March  17,  1827,  and  was  the  seventh  of 
the  eight  children,  four  sons  and  four  daughters, 
born  to  Peter  F.  and  Maria  (Becker)  Putnam.  His 
parents  were  also  natives  of  Montgomery  County, 
and  were  born  respectively  in  Johnstown  and 
Florida  Township.  They  married  and  settled  down 
in  their  native  county,  and  there  all  of  their  chil- 
dren were  born.  In  August,  1836,  they  broke  up 
their  old  home,  and  with  their  family  came  to  St. 
Joseph  County,  Mr.  Putnam  having  the  April  pre- 
vious visited  this  part  of  Michigan,  and  purchased 
a  tract  of  land  in  the  southeastern  part  of  Constan- 
tine, paying  therefor  $12.50  an  acre.  He  and  his 
wife  made  their  home  here  the  remainder  of  their 
lives,  he  dying  in  November,  1858,  and  she  several 
years  prior  to  that  date. 

Matthias  Putnam  was  a  lad  of  nine  years  when  he 
accompanied  his  parents  to  this  State,  consequently 
most  of  his  life  has  been  passed  here,  and  he  has 
been  as  much  interested  in  the  progress  and  growth 
of  the  commonwealth  of  Michigan  as  if  he  were 
native  and  to  the  manor  born.  He  was  reared  on  a 
farm,  and  in  the  pioneer  influences  that  obtained  in 
his  early  home  here  grew  to  be  a  vigorous,  self- 
helpful  and  capable  young  man.  He  adopted  the 
calling  to  which  he  was  reared,  and  in  following  ag- 
riculture has  accumulated  considerable  wealth.  He 
owns  300  acres  of  valuable  land  all  in  one  body  in 
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Constantine  Township,  and  has  it  under  fine  culti- 
vation, supplied  with  substantial  and  commodious 
buildings  for  all  purposes,  and  the  most  approved 
farm  machinery  for  lightening  labor. 

Matthias  Putnam  and  Miss  Sarah  A.    Dickinson 
were  united    in  marriage    Oct.  12,  1859,  the    cere- 
mony being  performed  in  Florence  Township.  Mrs. 
Putnam  is  in  many  respects  a  superior  woman,  and 
she  presides  with  characteristic  graciousness    over 
her   and  her    husband's  commodious  and    well-ap- 
pointed home,  dispensing  its   hospitalities    with  a 
free  hand   and  a  happy  heart,  and    she    is    warmly 
seconded    in   her   efforts    to    entertain    friends    or 
strangers  who  may  come  to  them    by   lier  husband 
and  family.     Mrs.  Putnam,  who  was  born  in  Flor- 
ence Township,  this  county,  March  11,   1837,  was 
the  eldest  of  the  five  children,  three  sons  and  two 
daughters,  born  to  George   and   Sarah    (Johnson) 
Dickinson,   natives   of    Yorkshire,    England.     Her 
father  came  to  America  when  he  was  sixteen  years 
old,  and  in  1832  came  to  Michigan,  and  was  a  pio- 
neer   of   White   Pigeon.     His    wife    came    to  this 
country  in  1833,  and  they  were  married  in  the  town 
of  Gilead,  P>ranch    Coimty,  near  the    residence  of 
Gov.  Luce,  in  1836.     They  began  their  married  life 
in  Florence  Township,  and,  indeed,    continued   it 
there  until   death  did  part  them,  he  dying  May  3, 
1861,  and  she  Jan.  12,  1867.     Mrs.  Dickinson   had 
been  twice  married,  and  at  the  time  of  her  marriage 
to  George  Dickinson  was  the  widow  of  John  Bow- 
man, who  died  in  England.     By   that  marriage  she 
had  one  child,  Mary,  who  died  in    1868  at  White 
Pigeon;  she  was  the  wife  of  John  J.    Davis.     By 
her  marriage  with  Mr.  Dickinson  she  had  five  chil- 
dren, viz:  George,  a  farmer  in  Florence  Township; 
Anna,  wife  of  Charles  Kellogg,  of  the  same  township; 
Richard,  in  White  Pigeon  Township;  Charles,  also 
in  Florence,  and  Mrs.  Putnam.     Mr.  and  Mrs.  Put- 
nam are  the    parents  of   six    children:  Anna,  who 
lives  at  home;  Maria,  who  died  when    about  two 
years    and  a   half  old;  Mary,   Nellie,   George    and 
John.     Their  daughter  Mary  was  married  at  their 
residence,  Dec.  5,  1888,   to  Frank  P.  Hotchin,  of 
Florence  Township,  and  there  was  a  large  gather- 
ing of  friends  to  witness  the  impressive  ceremony. 
Mr.  Putnam  is  a  man  of  clear  head  and  sagacious 
judgment,  and  possesses  weight  and    influence  in 


the  affairs  of  this  community,  with  which  his  in- 
terests have  been  bound  up  so  long.  No  one  is 
more  liberal  and  public-spirited  than  he  in  encour- 
aging the  various  schemes  for  the  benefit  of  the 
township  and  county,  and  he  is  thoroughly  re- 
spected for  tliose  cliaracteristics  that  mark  the  true 
man  and  honest  citizen.  He  has  been  School  Di- 
rector for  many  years,  and  has  held  some  of  the 
minor  offices.  In  politics  he  casts  his  vote  with  the 
Democratic  party.  Mrs.  Putnam  is  a  consistent 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
has  been  for  upward  of  thirty  years. 


-4«6^- 


SAMUEL  KLADY^  The  subject  of  this 
sketch  is  one  of  those  who  have  achieved 
the  goal  after  years  of  toil,  labor  and  anx- 
iety, and  all  the  attendant  incidents  of  a 
busy  life,  and  now  has  retired  from  active  service, 
residing  in  the  village  of  Nottawa.  He  has  been 
engaged  in  the  peaceful  pursuits  of  an  agriculturist 
since  his  advent  here,  in  1837,  while  Michigan  was 
still  a  Territory.  Although  now  retired  from  the 
active  duties  devolving  upon  a  farmer,  he  is  one  of 
those  men  whose  intimate  knowledge  of  his  calling 
and  success  in  the  same  are  worthy  of  mention  in 
connection  with  any  volume  treating  of  the  town- 
ship. 

The  ancestry  of  an  individual  is  next  in  impor- 
tance to  his  own  personality,  and  can  never  be  prop- 
erly omitted  from  the  record  of  his  life.  Our 
subject's  father,  Isaac  Klady,  was  a  native  of  the 
Quaker  State,  while  his  mother,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Mary  Morgan,  named  New  Jersey  as  the  State 
of  her  nativity.  Isaac  Klady  looked  his  last  upon 
the  scenes  of  earth  in  Livingston  County,  N.  Y., 
whence  he  had  removed  with  his  family.  The 
mother  journeyed  westward  after  the  death  of  her 
husband  to  this  county,  and  made  her  home  with 
her  son  until  iier  death. 

The  parental  family  of  our  stibject  numbered 
eight  children,  five  sons  and  three  daughters,  of 
whom  Samuel  was  the  eldest.  Consequently,  upon 
the  death  of  the  father  a  great  deal  of  the  respon- 
sibility of  the  family  fell  upon  the  shoulders  of  the 
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oldest  son.  He  was  born  May  15,  1806,  in  Cayuga 
County,  N.  Y.,  in  which  place  he  lived  until  attain- 
ing the  age  of  twenty  years.  Livingston  County, 
however,  held  out  greaterf  inducements  than  he 
could  hope  for  in  his  native  county,  whence  we  find 
him  migrating.  So  correct  did  his  foresight  in 
regard  to  bettering  his  condition  prove,  that  he  re- 
mained in  Livingston  County  until  1837,  being  en- 
gaged in  the  meanwhile  upon  a  farm.  At  the  ex- 
piration of  that  time,  however,  feeling  that  the 
largely  undeveloped  State  of  Michigan  would  prove 
an  excellent  field  to  carve  out  for  himself  a  financial 
prosperity,  he  migrated  hither,  locating  in  Nottawa 
Township.  Nor  was  Mr.  Klady  in  the  least  mis- 
taken in  selecting  Michigan  as  his  future  home,  as 
the  reader  will  see  that  he  began  with  practically 
nothing,  and  whatever  has  been  attained  is  the  re- 
sult of  his  earnest,  manly  efforts,  which  have,  how- 
ever, been  supplemented  by  the  faithful  affection 
and  counsel  of  his  devoted  wife. 

In  1852,  Mr.  Klady  desiring  to  see  something  of 
the  farther  West,  crossed  the  plains  to  the  Pacific 
Slope,  remaining  there  five  years,  when  he  retraced 
his  steps  to  this  count3%  and  with  that  one  excep- 
tion has  been  a  resident  here  since  his  first  advent 
into  the  county  in  1837.  As  before  stated,  our 
subject  has  always  been  engaged  in  the  cultivation 
of  the  soil,  and  is  the  proprietor  of  a  tract  of  179 
acres,  which,  although  not  very  extensive,  it  is  to 
be  doubted  if  any  in  the  county  is  more  perfect  in 
its  operations  and  workings. 

Mr.  Klady,  in  August,  1888,  had  the  dire  mis- 
fortune to  lose  his  house  by  fire.  In  the  fall  of  the 
same  year,  however,  he  erected  a  beautiful  dwelling 
on  the  old  site,  complete  with  all  modern  improve- 
ments and  conveniences,  and  which  is  not  only  a 
credit  to  its  proprietor,  but  something  to  be  ad- 
mired by  the  entire  county.  He  was  married  in 
New  York  City,  to  Miss  Mary  Sisco,  and  to  them 
were  born  two  children,  William  E.  and  Charles  J., 
the  former  of  whom  died  in  Washington  Territory, 
when  twenty-four  years  old,  and  the  latter  died  in 
infancy.  The  mother  of  these  children  died  at  her 
home  in  Nottawa  Township,  Aug.  1.,  18,47.  Mr. 
Klady  was  a  second  time  married,  at  Centreville, 
this  State,  to  Mrs.  Jane  Reed,  the  wedding  being 
celebrated  Nov.    13,  1860.     Mrs.   Klady    was    the 


widow  of  William  A.  Reed,  by  whom  she  had  four 
children,  three  dying  in  infancy.  The  remaining 
child,  a  son,  William  M.,  died  in  Centreville  when 
a  young  man. 

The  parents  of  Mrs.  Klady  were  Richard  and  Han- 
nah feeler.  The  father  departed  this  life  in  Erie 
Comity,  Ohio.  The  mother  survived  her  husband 
many  years,  and  passed  from  this  life  in  Nottawa 
Townshin,  in  the  fall  of  1885.  The  wife  of  our  sub- 
ject was  born  in  Hopewell,  N.  J.,  June  30,  1812.  Mr. 
Klady  has  served  his  township  in  the  capacity  of 
Constable  and  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  on  all  mat- 
ters of  political  interest  takes  his  stand  with  the 
Democratic  party,  but  never  at  the  expense  of  prin- 
ciple. He  is  a  friend  to  good  morals,  and  anxious 
to  do  all  in  his  power  as  a  citizen  to  further  the  in- 
terests of  his  community. 
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^  IplLLlAM  H.  STEARS.  Prominent  among 
\/jJl/  ^^^^  native-born  citizens  of  Michigan  who 
WW  are  now  some  of  the  most  active  members 
of  its  agricultural  community,  is  the  subject  of  this 
biographical  record.  He  was  born  in  Florence 
Township,  July  4,  1854,  and  is  now  one  of  the  lead- 
ing farmers  and  stock-raisers  of  his  birthplace,  own- 
ing and  occupying  as  fine  a  farm  as  can  be  found 
in  this  localit}^  He  is  a  son  of  Thomas  Stears,  a 
prominent  pioneer  of  St.  Joseph,  whose  sketch  ap- 
pears on  another  page  of  this  volume.  Our  sub- 
ject was  reared  on  the  old  homestead  in  this  town, 
and  was  carefully  instructed  by  his  father  in  all  the 
details  of  farming,  so  that  when  he  had  to  choose 
his  life  work  he  naturally  preferred  the  pursuit  of 
agriculture.  He  received  a  substantial  education 
in  the  public  schools  of  Florence,  and  lived  under 
the  parental  roof  until  twenty-two  years  of  age. 
He  then,  in  1876,  came  to  take  possession  of  his 
present  farm  on  sections  32  and  33,  one  of  the 
pleasantest  and  most  valuable  sites  in  the  neighbor- 
hood. He  immediately  entered  upon  its  improve- 
ment, and  with  persistent  energy  and  skill  has 
brought  his  land  under  high  cultivation.  He  has 
his  farm  well  stocked  with  stock  of  good  grades, 
as  he  pays  much  attention  to  that  branch  of  agri- 
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culture,  as  well  as  to  raising  grain  and  other  farm 
products.  His  buildings  are  all  m  good  order,  and 
adapted  to  their  various  uses,  and  he  has  a  good 
supply  of  machinery  for  carrying  on  his  farming 
operations. 

Mr.  Stears  was  married  in  Florence  Township, 
Dec.  13,  1876,  to  Miss  Mary,  daughter  of  Henry 
Sevison,  of  Florence  Township,  whose  sketch  will 
be  found  on  onother  page  of  this  work.  Mrs. 
Stears  is  likewise  a  native  of  Florence  Township, 
her  birth  occurring  here  Dec.  13,  1856.  She  was 
educated  in  the  public  schools  here,  and  is  an  intel- 
ligent and  well-bred  lady,  whose  kind  hospitality, 
together  with  her  husband's  genial  courtes}^,  makes 
their  home  one  of  the  most  attractive  in  the  com- 
munity. -One  child,  Thomas  H.,  was  born  to  them 
Dec.  23,  1879. 

Mr.  Stears  has  shown  himself  to  be  a  man  of 
much  decision  of  character,  prompt  and  capable  in 
the  management  of  his  business  aifairs,  and  a  thor- 
oughly practical  and  systematic  farmer,  who  is 
meeting  with  deserved  success  in  his  calling,  and 
will  undoubtedly  be  counted  among  the  moneyed 
men  of  the  county  in  the  course  of  a  few  years  if 
he  continues  to  prosper,  and  he  has  the  good  wishes 
of  many  friends  that  he  may  do  so.  As  an  intelli- 
gent citizen  should  he  takes  much  interest  in  poli- 
tics, and  is  an  ardent  supporter  of  the  Democratic 
party.  He  is  identified  with  theF.  of  H.  JMr.  and 
Mrs.  Stears  are  earnest  Christians,  who  strive  to  do 
their  duty  in  their  home  and  toward  their  neigli- 
bors,  and  they  are  members  of  the  lleformed  Church 
at  Cons  taut  ine. 
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^  AMES  JOHNSON  is  one  of  the  represent- 
ative citizens  in  this  county,  and  lield  in 
high  regard  by  all  who  know  him.  He  is 
one  of  that  most  appreciable  class  of  citi- 
zens who  hail  from  the  Buckeye  State.  He  was 
born  in  Somerset,  Fairfield  Co.,  Ohio,  on  the  22d 
of  February,  1814.  He  is  the  son  of  James  and 
Sarah  (Schaefer)  Johnson,  natives  respective!}^  of 
Maryland  and  Pennsylvania. 

Our  subject  was  brought  up  on  a  farm,  and  amid 
surroundings  of  an  agricultural  nature.  He  came 
to  Michigan,  and  in  April,  1832,  located  atSturgis, 


taking  the  land  that  was  then  the  wildest  prairie, 
but  which  is  now  one  of  the  best  cultivated  and 
most  productive  farms  in  the  county,  and  owned 
by  Mr.  Peter  Baker.  In  1862  he  removed  to  his 
present  farm,  part  of  which  is  on  the  Fawn  River, 
comprising  250  acres,  and  140  acres  in  Burr  Oak, 
sixty-five  acres  located  near  the  Sturgis  Pike,  and 
130  acres  at  Bronson.  He  has  always  been  very 
active  as  a  business  man,  and  has  been  very  suc- 
cessful. He  made  his  first  start  as  contractor  on 
the  Chicago  Turnpike,  with  which  enterprise  he  was 
connected  from  1832  until  1836.  Since  that  time 
he  has  been  continuously  and  extensively  engaged 
in  the  lumber  business  and  agricultural  pursuits. 
The  years  1853  and  1854  were  spent  in  California, 
where  he  was  engaged  in  mining.  IFis  interests  afe 
a  lumberman  have  been  chiefly  in  Kent  County,  of 
this  State.  There,  in  1885,  he  sustained  a  loss  by 
fire  of  150,000.  He  still  has  extensive  yards  at 
Mendon,  in  tliis  county.  He  has  the  reputation  of 
being  one  of  the  pioneers,  and  perhaps  the  most 
prominent  of  pioneers,  in  that  industry  in  Michi- 
gan. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  was  celebrated  on 
the  19th  of  February,  1839,  the  lady  of  his  choice 
being  Miss  Jane  Moe,  the  daughter  of  Charles 
and  Maranda  Moe,  the  former  one  of  the  venerable 
pioneers  of  Sturgis.  This  lady  was  born  in  Ashta- 
bula ('ounty,  Ohio,  on  the  5tli  of  September,  1820. 
Mr.  and  ]Mrs.  Johnson  have  no  children  of  their 
own,  but  have  furnished  home  and  educational 
oj)portnnities  to  others,  and  aided  them  to  start  in 
life.  Their  home  is  very  pleasantly  located  on  the 
Chicago  Turnpike,  about  four  miles  east  of  Sturgis. 
They  live  a  comparatively  retired  life,  but  are  very 
highly  esteemed  throughout  the  county. 

Mr.  Johnson  is  a  man  well  informed  on  all  gen- 
eral subjects,  and  broad  and  liberal  in  his  religious 
views,  believing  that  true  Christianity  consists  in  a 
large  measure  of  doing  unto  others  as  you  would 
have  them  do  unto  you.  He  has  been  particularly 
fortunate  in  his  selection  of  a  life  partner,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  J.  seeming  most  admirably  adapted  to  each 
other.  They  have  trodden  the  path  of  life  together 
for  a  period  of  fifty  years,  sharing  each  other's  joys 
and  sorrows,  and,  if  appearances  are  correct,  mak- 
ing it  the  study  of  their  lives  each  to  insure  the 
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happiness  and  comfort  of  tlie  otlier.  They  appear 
more  like  a  newly  wedded  couple  than  people  who 
have  spent  so  man}^  years  together,  apparently  as 
careful  and  considerate  tow^ard  each  other  as  in 
the  days  of  their  early  wedded  life.  Few  homes 
are  more  pleasant  to  look  upon,  both  within  and 
without,  and  the  sunset  hill  of  life  for  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Johnson  seems  to  be  a  very  pleasant  and  easy 
path.  They  are  surrounded  by  hosts  of  friends, 
whom  they  have  made  by  their  uniform  hospitality 
and  kindness,  and  who  will  recall  their  names  with 
affection  long  after  they  have  departed  hence. 

It  is  eminently  fitting  that  the  portraits  of  Mr. 
Johnson  and  his  estimable  wife  should  be  presented 
in  this  volume  as  the  representatives  of  all  that  is 
reliable,  worthy  and  good,  and  we  are  pleased  to 
be  able  to  perpetuate  their  features  in  this  manner. 


ORSAMUSC.  M.  BATES.  Among  the  promi- 
nent and  successful  farmers  residing  wdthin 
the  limits  of  this  county,  the  name  of  our 
subject  holds  a  proud  place.  His  handsome  and 
highly  improved  farm  is  located  on  section  12, 
Constantine  Tow^nship.  He  is  a  husbandman  of 
much  ability,  and  keeps  his  home  in  the  best  condi- 
tion, and  has  from  the  beginning  of  his  agricultural 
life  made  the  business  a  study,  and  reduced  it  to  a 
science.  He  was  born  in  Bennington  County,  Vt., 
Feb.  21,  1806.  He  lived  in  his  native  State  until 
he  was  nine  years  old,  when  his  parents  with  their 
family  moved  to  Middlesex,  Yates  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where 
he  lived  until,  in  September,  1833,  he  came  to  St. 
Joseph  County,  and  settled  in  this  township,  first 
on  a  farm  on  section  1,  which  he  yet  owns.  Nine 
years  later  he  bought  his  present  homestead  of  108 
acres,  on  sections  12  and  13,  on  which  he  has  ever 
since  lived. 

Mr.  Bates  was  married  to  Sarah  M.  Harwood,  in 
September,  1831,  just  prior  to  his  leaving  for  the 
West.  This  lady  was  a  native  of  Vermont.  They 
were  married  in  Gorham,  Ontario  Co.,  N.  Y.  She 
was  a  refined  and  highly  educated  lady,  and  in  all 
things  proved  to  be  a  helpmate  to  her  husband,  and 
a  prudent  and  careful  adviser.  She  had  a  great 
pride  in  her  family  of  children,  and    carefully  in- 


structed them  in  their  early  childhood  in  the  ways 
of  uprightness,  honor  and  virtue.  She  was  attacked 
with  that  dread  disease,  consumption,  and  departed 
this  life  Jan.  5,  1875,  leaving  her  husband  and  a 
family  of  five  children  behind  her.  Each  and  all 
revere  the  memory  of  the  wife  and  mother;  The 
children  w^ere  named:  I^hilorman  B.,  Esther  M., 
Rachel  M.,  Bradford  L.,  Avis  R.  and  Orsamus  M.  C. 
Philorman  B.  is  a  farmer  residing  on  the  home 
farm  in  Constantine;  Esther  is  the  widow  of  A.  Sel- 
leck;  Rachel  is  the  wife  of  George  Kinney,  and 
resides  in  Sumner  County,  Kan.;  Bradford  died 
before  his  mother,  when  he  was  six  months  old; 
Avis  is  a  farmer  in  Sumner  County,  Kan.;  Orsamus 
M.  C,  Jr.,  resides  with  his  father  in  Constantine 
Township. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Caleb  Bates,  was  born 
in  Bennington  County,  Vt.;  his  mother  was  Rachel 
(Millington)  Bates,  and  was  a  native  of  Vermont. 
Both  parents  w^ere  earnest,  thorough-going,  pros- 
perous people,  looking  well  to  all  the  details  of 
life,  which  quality  they  transmitted  to  our  subject. 
His  grandparents,  Joshua  and  Avis  (Sherman) 
Bates,  were  natives  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Isl- 
and, and  before  the  War  of  the  Revolution  re- 
moved to  Vermont,  in  Bennington  County,  where 
botli  died.  The  night  before  the  battle  of  Bunker 
Hill  Joshua  Bates  was  employed  in  running  bullets, 
expecting  to  take  part  in  the  figlit,  but  got  to  the 
field  as  the  battle  closed. 

Since  his  settlement  in  Michigan,  which  was  at  a 
very  early  day  in  the  history  of  the  State,  Mr. 
Bates  has  brought  into  play  the  many  sterling  quali- 
ties inherited  from  his  New  England  parents,  and  by 
close  application  and  the  exercise  of  an  indomitable 
will  and  perseverance,  he  has  gathered  about  him  a 
snug  competence  and  all  the  comforts  of  life,  and 
now,  when  he  has  reached  the  evening  of  life,  he 
can  look  about  him  and  feel  that  the  world  is  better 
for  his  having  lived  in  it.  Always  generous  and 
public-spirited,  the  various  interests  that  have  ad- 
vanced the  State  to  its  present  proud  position  liave 
found  in  him  an  earnest  and  hearty  supporter. 

In  political  matters  our  subject  has  always  acted 
with  tlie  Republican  party,  feeling  tliat  it  has  for 
its  object  the  advancement  and  enlightenment  of 
the  masses.     He  has  taken  a  prominent  and  active 
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part  in  the  educational  interests  of  the  township, 
and  has  made  them  bear  the  impress  of  his  indi- 
viduality and  force  of  character.  During  his  life 
in  Michigan  Mr.  Bates  has  had  a  varied  experience, 
can  recall  many  successes  and  many  failures,  many 
joys  and  many  pleasures.  In  the  earliest  days  he 
suffered  discomforts  from  sickness  and  poverty. 
But  the  trials  incident  to  the  life  in  a  new  country 
were  borne  by  himself  and  wife  with  fortitude,  as 
he  felt  assured  in  his  own  mind  that  tlie  time  would 
come  when  he  would  be  relieved  of  the  burdens 
then  imposed.  How  well  his  feeling  w^as  justified, 
it  needs  but  a  glance  about  him  to  wdtness. 

The  residence  of  our  subject  is  finely  situated, 
and  in  its  outward  appearance  is  one  of  the  most 
elegant  in  the  township.  The  interior  is  handsomely 
furnished,  is  large  and  roomy,  the  ideal  American 
country  home.  The  grounds  surrounding  the  house 
are  large,  and  are  ornamented  with  a  number  of 
trees,  shrubbery,  flowers  and  beautiful  walks.  The 
other  farm  buildings,  barns,  granaries,  etc.,  are  ex- 
tensive, well  designed,  and  constructed  in  the  most 
substantial  manner.  His  residence  is  on  what  is 
known  as  Broad  street. 
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-^  j^lLLIAM  BELLAIRS  is  recognized  through- 
\/\/l/  ^^^^  White  Pigeon  Township  as  a  fine  speci- 
VW  men  of  the  typical  English  farmer,  who 
came  to  the  West  in  his  younger  years,  equipped 
with  a  good  supply  of  muscle,  and  the  sturdy  per- 
severance which  seldom  fails  to  succeed.  He  is  now 
the  owner  of  a  good  farm  on  section  7,  which  he 
has  built  up  from  a  tract  of  uncultivated  soil,  plac- 
ing thereon  good  buildings,  making  fences  and  set- 
ting fruit  trees,  laboring  early  and  late,  and  laying 
the  foundations  of  a  good  property.  He  is  now 
practically  independent,  and  sitting  under  the  vine 
and  fig  tree  of  his  own  planting,  certainly  may  look 
upon  the  result  of  his  labors  with  satisfaction. 

A  native  of  Lincolnshire,  England,  our  subject 
was  born  July  31,  1820,  and  is  the  son  of  Vincent 
and  Ann  (Jillins)  Bellairs,  who  were  natives  of  the 
same  county  as  their  son.  They  were  the  parents 
of  eight  children,  and  spent  their  entire  lives  upon 
their  native  soil.     The  sole  survivors  of  their  fam- 
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ily  are  our  subject  and  his  brother  John,  the  latter  a 
resident  of  Van  Buren  Township,  Lagrange  Co.,  Ind. 
William  at  the  age  of  twenty -five  years  decided  to 
emigrate  to  America,  and  upon  reaching  New  York 
City  proceeded  westward  to  this  county,  within 
whose  limits  he  arrived  with  a  capital  of  $2.50  in 
his  pocket.  He  at  once  secured  employment  as  a 
farm  laborer  at  $7  per  month,  which  wages  during 
the  summer  were  increased  to  $9.  For  the  labor  of 
twelve  months,  the  first  year  in  America,  he  received 
$127.  The  year  following  he  made  $130;  this  he 
invested  in  land  in  Lagrange  County,  Ind.,  pay- 
ing therefor  $150  down,  and  had  two  years  in  which 
to  pay  the  balance  of  $130,  the  whole  sum  required 
being  $280. 

Mr.  Bellairs,  while  a  resident  of  Van  Buren  Town- 
ship, Lagrange  Co.,  Ind.,  took  unto  himself  a  wife 
and  helpmate.  Miss  Ruth  Julian.  Their  wedding 
was  celebrated  in  White  Pigeon,  Mich.,  Dec.  19, 
1852.  This  lady  was  born  in  Pickaway  County, 
Ohio,  Oct.  8,  1831,  and  is  the  daughter  of  John 
Julian,  who  spent  his  last  years  in  Nappanee,  Ind. 
The  young  couple  commenced  life  together  on  the 
new  farm,  where  our  subject  put  up  a  house,  into 
which  they  removed  the  spring  following  their  mar- 
riage. In  the  fall  of  1857  he  returned  to  White 
Pigeon,  settling  near  Fish  Lake,  where  he  remained 
six  years,  then  returned  to  Indiana.  In  the  fall  of 
1864  he  recrossed  the  Atlantic  to  look  after  the  es- 
tate of  his  father,  who  had  died  that  year.  He 
spent  a  few  weeks  in  his  native  country,  and  then 
returned  to  his  farm  in  Indiana,  which  he  now 
owns,  comprising  240  acres,  after  which  he  came 
back  to  White  Pigeon  Township  and  secured  pos- 
session of  his  present  farm.  This  comprises  142 
acres  of  good  land,  which,  with  its  substantial  build- 
ings, its  goodly  assortment  of  live  stock  and  the 
convenient  farm  machinery,  presents  a  picture  of 
comfort  and  plenty  which  is  pleasant  to  look  upon. 

There  have  been  born  to  our  subject  and  his  es- 
timable wife  an  intelligent  family  of  eight  children, 
who  were  named  respectively  :  Olive,  Annie,  George, 
Henry,  Caroline,  Jose[)hine,  Levi  and  Mary.  An- 
nie is  the  wife  of  William  Benham,  of  Lagrange 
County,  Ind.,  and  is  the  mother  of  one  child,  a  son 
Frank;  Olive  married  Charlie  Linn,  is  the  mother  of 
one  child,  Otto,  and  a  resident  of  White  Pigeon 
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Township;  George  married  MissFanii}'  Belote,  lives 
in  Lagrange  County,  and  has  three  children — Ethel, 
Inez  and  Hugh;  Henry  married  Miss  Minerva  Wal- 
ter, and  occupies  the  old  homestead  in  Lagrange 
County,  Ind. 

Mr.  Bellairs,  politically,  is  a  warm  supporter  of 
Republican  [)rinciples,  and  in  religious  matters  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  He 
has  never  had  any  weakness  for  office,  preferring  to 
give  his  attention  to  his  farming  affairs.  He  is  re- 
garded by  his  neighbors  as  a  law-abiding  and  relia- 
ble citizen,  who  in  the  building  up  of  one  of  the 
best  homesteads  of  White  Pigeon  Township  has 
thus  contributed  much  toward  the  development  of 
its  most  available  resources. 

^  OSEPH  BROWN.  It  is  a  well-known  fact 
that  Michigan  is  one  of  the  greatest  sheep- 
raising  States  in  the  Union,  only  Ohio,  Cali- 
fornia and  Texas  outranking  her  in  this 
respect.  The  gentleman  whose  name  stands  at  the 
head  of  this  sketch  is  one  of  the  leading  represent- 
atives of  this  great  industry,  as  carried  on  in  St. 
Joseph  County.  He  is  a  prominent  farmer  and 
stock-grower  of  Florence  Township,  where  he  owns 
a  valuable  farm  on  section  3L 

Mr.  Brown  is  of  English  birth  and  ancestry,  as 
were  likewise  his  parents.  He  was  born  in  Not- 
tinghamshire, May  9,  1834.  His  father,  Charles 
Brown,  was  a  lifelong  resident  of  England,  born 
in  1807,  and  dying  in  1 835,  while  yet  a  young  man. 
The  worthy  mother  of  our  subject,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Elizabeth  (Kempshell)  Brown,  w^as  born 
in  1807.  In  1845  she  left  her  native  England,  tak- 
ing with  her  her  little  boy,  our  subject,  and  made 
her  way  to  this  country  and  to  Michigan,  where  she 
had  determined  to  make  her  home  for  the  future; 
she  now  has  a  home  on  her  son's  farm,  where 
she  is  spending  her  declining  years,  surrounded  by 
every  comfort  that  filial  love  can  provide  for  her. 
The  little  English  lad  who  was  thus  brought  to 
this  country  when  he  was  but  eleven  years  of  age, 
grew  up  under  Republican  institutions,  and  is 
to-day  one  of  the  foremost  sheep-growers  of  this 
great  and   powerful  commonwealth  of   Michigan. 


He  spent  the  first  few  years  after  coming  to  this 
State  in  his  mother's  home  at  White  Pigeon.  At 
the  age  of  sixteen  years  he  commenced  to  earn 
his  own  living  by  working  on  a  farm  for  the  sum 
of  $8  a  month,  and  was  thus  employed  for  about 
fouryears,  receiving  nearly  $100  a  year  for  a  full 
year's  w^ork.  At  the  age  of  twenty  he  had  saved 
money  enough  to  carry  out  his  ambitious  project 
of  seeking  a  fortune  in  California,  and  in  1850  he 
started  for  the  land  of  gold,  going  by  boat  from 
New  York  to  the  Isthmus  of  Panama,  and  then 
walking  across  the  isthmus  to  take  passage  in  a  ves- 
sel for  San  Francisco,  arriving  there  in  Januar}-, 
1851,  having  been  fifty-eight  days  en  route.  He 
remained  in  California  three  years,  working  dili- 
gently in  the  mines  all  of  the  time,  and  managed 
to  accumulate  some  money.  Tiring  of  the  hard 
life  of  a  miner,  his  thoughts  turned  once  more  to 
home  and  friends  in  Michigan,  and  he  soon  retraced 
his  steps  and  once  more  settled  in  this  State.  He 
purchased  a  threshing-machine,  and  during  the  har- 
vesting season  for  twenty-two  years  was  employed 
in  running  it  at  a  great  profit,  and  worked  a  farm 
on  shares  the  rest  of  the  year,  having  purchased 
his  present  farm  after  his  return  from  California. 
It  comprises  198  acres  in  an  excellent  state  of  till- 
age, and  amply  provided  with  all  the  necessary 
farm  buildings.  Mr.  Brown  carries  on  mixed  hus- 
bandry, his  land  being  admirably  adapted  both  to 
raising  grain  and  stock,  and  he  makes  sheep  feed- 
ing a  specialty,  feeding  from  1,500  to  1,800  annu- 
ally, and  shipping  them  to  Buffalo.  He  has  made 
this  branch  of  industry  a  great  success,  and  is  now 
numbered  among  the  solid,  moneyed  men  of  St. 
Joseph  County. 

In  1858  our  subject  was  married  to  Catherine 
Dale,  a  native  of  Pennsj^lvania,  and  a  daughter  of 
Amos  and  Mary  (Shineberger)  Dale.  Her  father 
was  born  June  13,  1813,  came  to  Florence  Town- 
ship in  1848,  and  died  June  18,  1853.  Her  mother 
was  born  in  1811,  and  died  Sept.  24,  1 860.  She 
and  her  husband  were  the  parents  of  seven  chil- 
dren, of  whom  Mrs.  Brown  w^as  the  third  in  order 
of  birth.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brown  have  spent  their 
entire  married  life  at  thejr  present  place  of  resi- 
dence, and  in  their  pleasant  home  five  daughters 
have  been  born  to  them,  as  follows:  Mary  E.,  born 
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Feb.  1,  1862;  Anna  H.,  July  21,  1864;  Alice  E., 
June  10,  1866;  Vinna,  July  7,  1869;  Helen  L.,  May 
1,  1872.  The  family  are  all  members  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church  at  White  Pigeon.  Mr.  Brown  is  a 
stanch  Democrat,  and  uses  his  influence  to  promote 
part}^  measures,  although  he  never  seeks  public 
honors,  as  he  prefers  to  devote  his  time  to  the  man- 
agement of  his  extensive  interests.  He  is  a  man  of 
wide  experience,  systematic  in  his  methods,  of 
prompt  business  habits,  and  one  who  can  thoroughly 
be  relied  upon  to  act  in  the  most  honorable  man- 
ner in  any  transaction  with  others. 


«^^«2>. 
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'JONATHAN  A.  HARTZLER.  Prominent 
among  the  many  substantial  and  prosperous 
farmers  who  are  resident  within  the  limits  of 
1^/^  Mottville  Township,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  holds  no  secondary  position.  He  resides  on 
section  13,  where  lie  owns  and  operates  a  splendidly 
cultivated  farm  containing  110  acres.  He  comes 
from  that  sturdy  race  of  people  that  originally  set- 
tled in  Pennsylvania,  from  the  (Terman  countries 
of  Europe.  The  various  peculiarities  characteristic 
of  those  people  are  fully  exemplified  by  the  life 
and  conduct  of  our  subject.  Quiet  and  persever- 
ing, he  has  yet  to  learn  what  the  word  failure 
means.  He  is  very  conservative  in  his  life,  and 
before  he  engages  in  any  enterprise,  he  calmly 
weighs  the  matter,  and  wiien  he  decides  to  act.  the 
invariable  result  is  success. 

This  gentleman  was  born  in  Mifflin  County,  Pa., 
Jan.  25,  1833.  He  is  the  son  of  Abraham  Hartzler, 
who  is  now  living  in  Cass  County,  Mo.  The  father 
was  born  Nov.  26,  1807,  in  Mifflin  County,  where 
he  was  married  to  Magdelena  Zook,  in  the  year 
1832.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Abraham  Zook,  was 
born  Aug.  13,  1805,  and  is  also  a  native  of  Mifflin 
County,  Pa.  They  lived  in  Pennsylvania  until 
March,  1855,  when  they  moved  to  Elkhart  County, 
Ind.,  where  he  purchased  a  sawmill  and  a  farm. 
They  lived  in  that  county  until  1866,  when  they 
moved  to  St.  Joseph  County,  Mich.,  where  he*p^r- 
chased  a  small  farm,  and  lived  there  until  1881,  in 
which  year  he  traveled  a  great  deal  for  the  benefit 
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of  his  health.  He  now  resides  in  Cass  County,  Mo., 
a  hale  and  hearty  old  gentleman,  aged  eighty-one 
years;   his  wife  is  dead. 

The  grandfather  of  our  subject,  David  Abraham 
Hartzler,  was  born  Jan.  26,  1768,  in  Berks  County, 
Pa.  He  died  Oct.  21,  1855.  His  wife  was  Mary 
Yoder;  she  was  born  Sept.  16,  1771,  and  died  June 
25,  1856.  Jacob  Hartzler  was  a  native  of  Switzer- 
land, and  was  born  in  ''The  Palatine,"  at  that  time 
a  Province  of  France,  where  he  w^as  married.  He 
came  to  America,  and  returned  a  widower  to  his 
native  country,  lliere  he  wm  married  again.  The 
dates  of  his  marriage  and  his  trips  to  and  from 
America  are  lost.  The  father  of  David  Hartzler 
was  John,  the  son  of  Jacob  Hartzler.  He  was  mar- 
ried to  A^eronica  Reichenbach.  She  is  now  deceased. 
John  died  April  1,  1801,  in  Berks  County,  Pa. 

Our  subject  is  one  of  a  family  of  six  sons,  who 
are  named  as  follows:  Jacob,  Abraham  D.,  David 
E.,  John  J.,  Jonathan  (our  subject),  and  Samuel  Z. 
David  E.  married  Mary  Yoder,  and  lives  in  Cass 
County,  Mo.,  where  he  is  engaged  in  farming;  he 
is  the  father  of  a  son  and  daughter.  Jacob  married 
Susannah  Blough,  and  resides  in  Elkhart  County, 
Ind.,  wdiere  he  is  a  farmer;  he  has  two  sons 
and  two  daughters.  Abraham  1).  married  Mat- 
tie  Schrock,  and  to  them  were  born  three  sons;  the 
mother  died  in  Elkliart  County,  Ind.  He  afterward 
married  Miss  Lydie  Blough,  and  to  them  have  been 
born  two  daughters,  and  they  now  reside  in  Goshen, 
Ind.,  where  he  does  general  work,  and  has  a  familj^ 
of  five  children,  two  sons  and  three  daughters. 
John  J.  is  the  liusband  of  Mattie  Mast,  and  they 
live  in  Cass  County,  Mo.,  where  he  is  a  farmer  and 
i\  minister  in  the  Mennonite  Church;  he  has  a  large 
family.  Samuel  Z.  is  a  single  man,  and  lives  in  Ne- 
braska, wdiere  he  teaches  school  and  is  also  engaged 
in  railroading;  Jonathan  A.  Hartzler,  our  subject, 
w^as  married  in  Mifflin  County,  Pa.,  June  6,  1831; 
his  wife  died  April  7,  1872,  and  her  name  was 
Nancy  Hartzler,  daughter  of  Adam  and  Mary 
(Iloole}')  Hartzler.  He  is  the  father  of  eight 
children,  wdio  are  named:  Rachel,  Mattie,  Eliza- 
beth, Katie,  Nancy.  Abraham,  Matilda  and  Lydia. 
Rachel  is  married  to  Levi  J.  Peachej^;  he  is  a  la- 
borer, and  has  no  family.  Mattie  is  unmarried,  and 
resides  in  Cass  County,  Mo.;   Elizal)eth  is  the    wife 
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of  Elias  R.  Miller,  a  farmer  in  Cass  Count}^  Mo., 
and  slie  is  the  mother  of  one  son;  Katie  is  unmar- 
ried and  lives  in  Cass  County,  Mo.;  Nancy  is  un- 
married and  lives  with  her  father;  Abraham  is 
single,  and  is  employed  as  a  carpenter;  Matilda  un- 
married, and  Lydia,  the  ^^oungest,  are  both  at  home 
with  their  father. 

Mr.  Ilartzler  has  been  a  farmer  all  his  life,  in 
which  he  has  proved  fairly  successful.  He  has  held 
various  offices  in  the  town  in  wdiich  he  resides,  and 
has  lived  on  his  present  farm  for  the  last  twentj^- 
five  years.  The  whole  farm  is  under  a  very  high 
state  of  cultivation.  The  buildings,  although  not 
elaborate,  are  of  a  very  substantial  and  permanent 
character.  The  house  is  roomy  and  very  comfort- 
ably furnished;  nicely  located,  the  barns  and  other 
necessary  out-buildings  are  very  capacious  and  well 
adapted  for  their  intended  use.  He  has  always 
lived  a  very  frugal  and  contented  life,  and  he  has 
gathered  about  him  a  handsome  property,  and  one 
which  speaks  very  highly  for  his  industrious  habits. 
He  is  Signal  Service  Reporter  for  his  locality.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Mennonite  Cliurch,  of  which  his 
wife  w^as  also  a  member,  and  they  were  very  earn- 
est and  devout  in  their  religious  duties.  He  is  a 
man  of  considerable  note  in  his  neighborhood,  and 
he  prides  himself  on  the  fact  that  all  his  undertak- 
ings are  almost  always  crowned  with  prosperity.  In 
politics  he  is  a  Republican. 
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^  THAN  B.  PIER.  Some  things  must  be  seen 
to    be    appreciated.       Wordy    descriptions, 

^^  whether  abbreviated  or  more  lengthy,  fail 
to  do  justice  even  when  used  by  a  master  in  rhet- 
oric. The  property  of  Mr.  Pier  is  a  case  in  point, 
and  one  glance  at  his  excellent  farm,  which  stretches 
away  acre  after  acre  until  260  have  been  told,  his 
farm  buildings,  excellent  in  construction  and  adapt- 
ability, his  commodious,  well-furnished  and  admir- 
ably situated  home,  would  be  better  than  all  the 
merely  verbal  descriptions  that  could  be  given  in 
this  Album. 

Our  subject  is  the  son  of  Solomon  Pier,  who  was 
born  in  Steuben  County,  N.  Y.,  in  the  year  1814. 
He  grew  to  manhood  in  that  and  Genesee  County, 
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where  he  lived  until  he  was  about  twenty  years  old, 
when  he  c^me  to  Michigan,  and  for  the  next  few 
years  lived  here  and  at  other  different  points  in  the 
State.  During  the  first  few  years  he  devoted  him- 
self to  farming,  afterward  following  the  carpentry 
trade  for  about  twenty  years,  during  which  time  he 
constructed  quite  a  number  of  bridges  for  different 
railroads.  Subsequently  he  returner]  once  more  to 
farming,  and  continued  in  agricultural  pursuits.  In 
1869  he  came  from  Texas,  Kalamazoo  County,  with 
his  family,  and  settled  in  Leonidas  Township,  where 
he  died  on  the  20th  of  February,  1880. 

December  3,  1855,  Mr.  Pier,  Sr.,  was  married  to 
Miss  Frances  Bird,  at  Saginaw  City,  this  State. 
This  lady  was  born  at  Mansfield,  W^lrren  Co.,  N. 
J.,  Sept.  17,  1818,  to  John  and  Frances  Bird.  Two 
children  were  born  of  this  union,  viz:  Hiram  J.  and 
Ethan  B.  Hiram  died  atGirard,  Branch  Co.,  Mich., 
in  1879,  when  twenty-two  years  of  age,  and  the 
second  child  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

Mr.  E.  B.  Pier  was  born  in  Mattawan,  Yan  Buren 
Co.,  Mich.,  on  the  1st  of  April,  1859.  He  received 
a  good,  practical,  English  education  in  the  common 
schools,  and  has  been  engaged  chiefly  in  agricult- 
ural pursuits.  Since  the  death  of  his  father  he  has 
operated  the  farm,  which  he  owns,  and  which,  as 
before  stated,  contains  260  acres.  The  chief  build- 
ings thereon  were  put  up  by  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, but  numerous  improvements  have  been  made 
since  that  time,  and  additions  as  required. 

On  the  26th  of  November,  1881,  the  nuptials  of 
our  subject  and  Julia  A.  Crafts  were  celebrated  at 
Fulton,  Kalamazoo  County.  This  lady  was  born 
in  Sherwood,  Branch  County,  on  the  31st  of  Janu- 
ary, 1857.  Of  this  union  one  daughter  has  been 
born,  whose  name  is  Fannie  M.  Mrs.  Pier  is  the 
daughter  of  Myron  and  Mary  Crafts,  who  were  na- 
tives of  New  York.  The  family  circle  included 
four  children,  and  of  these  their  daughter  Julia  was 
the  eldest  born. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pier  are  members  in  good  standing 
of  the  Reformed  Church,  and  are  very  active  in  ad- 
vancing the  interests  of  the  cause  as  opportunity 
presents.  They  are  held  in  high  regard,  both  there 
and 'in  societ}^  at  large,  where  they  move  in  the  best 
circles.  Mr.  Pier  has  been  elected  Justice  of  the 
Peace,  but  is  not  given  to  office-seeking,  neither  is 
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he  very  prominent  in  political  circles,  taking  de- 
light first  in  his  family,  and  secondly  in  his  farm. 
He  usually  votes  the  Republican  ticket,  of  which 
party  he  has  long  been  an  affiliate.  By  its  mem- 
bers he  is  regarded  as  a  good  and  loyal  citizen,  and 
stanch  friend  of  the  party. 
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'^OHN  TROST.  There  are  few  more  worthy 
representatives  of  the  German  Empire  than 
the  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  is  now  an 
American  citizen  and  enterprising  farmer  in 
Colon  Township,  this  county.  He  was  born  at  Meck- 
lenburg, Germany,  on  the  21st  of  August,  1830, 
and  was  educated  in  the  schools  at  Mecklenburg, 
leaving  them  when  about  twenty-four  years  of  age. 
He  remained  at  home  with  his  parents  until  about 
1854,  and  then  started  in  life  for  himself.  He  was 
reared  upon  the  farm,  and  the  greater  part  of  his 
life  has  been  given  to  agricultural  pursuits. 

In  the  spring  of  1854  Mr.  Trost  came  to  America 
and  landed  at  New  York  City.  He  came  on  from  that 
place  direct  to  this  county,  and  determined  to  set- 
tle in  Colon  Township.  On  landing  in  New  York 
his  exchequer  was  reduced  to  *4.40,  and  upon  ar- 
rival in  St.  Joseph  County  he  had  but  three  shillings. 
This  condition  of  affairs  was  speedily  remedied,  for 
he  at  once  found  work  as  a  farm  hand,  and  con- 
tinued thus  employed  for  about  eight  years.  As 
soon  as  he  felt  himself  able  he  rented  a  farm  until 
he  could  purchase  eighty  acres  of  land.  This  was 
situated  on  section  16,  Colon  Township,  and  here 
he  began  to  work  in  earnest,  and  made  headway 
from  a  financial  standpoint. 

The  eighty  acres  which  were  first  purchased  by 
Mr.  Trost  have  been  added  to  by  other  purchases, 
and  the  present  farm  is  120  acres  in  extent,  and  all 
has  been  brought  to  a  high  state  of  cultivation. 
Upon  the  farm  he  had  erected  a  very  pleasant  and 
commodious  farm  dwelling,  which  is  to  him  all  that 
home  could  possibly  be  to  any  man.  His  farm 
buildings  are  built  upon  sanitary  principles,  and  are 
calculated  to  meet  his  requirements  fully.  He  has 
two  large  barns  and  all  necessary  other  out-build- 
ings. 

In  the  month  of   June,  1856,  Mr.  Trost  became 


the  husband  of  Miss  Henrietta  Coohon,  in  Branch 
County.  His  wife  was  born  in  Germany,  Feb.  12, 
1831,  and  came  to  this  country  in  June,  1856.  She 
is  the  daughter  of  Chris  and  Dora  Coohon.  Of 
this  union  there  have  been  born  eight  children,  viz: 
Rachael,  now  the  wife  of  William  Trahnes,  of  Colon 
Township;  Charles,  now  of  P^lgin,  111.;  Henry,  who 
died  in  September,  1880,  when  twenty-two  years  of 
age;  Albert  is  at  home;  Ella,  the  wife  of  George 
Baumeister,  an  enterprising  farmer  of  Burr  Oak 
Township;  Mary;  Lena;  and  Maude,  who  died  at 
home  on  the  29th  of  October,  1887,  when  fifteen 
years  of  age. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Trost  are  both  esteemed  members 
of  society,  and  are  also  held  in  much  regard  in  the 
German  Lutheran  Church,  with  which  they  became 
united  while  in  the  Fatherland.  They  sustain  their 
profession  by  strict  adherence  to  the  rights  and  rules 
of  the  church,  and  are  among  its  most  devout  mem- 
bers. Our  subject,  although  deeply  interested  in 
all  the  institutions  of  his  adopted  country,  and  ap- 
preciating them  to  the  utmost  possible  extent,  has 
never  taken  a  prominent  part  in  politics.  He  is, 
however,  a  member  of  the  Republican  party,  and 
usually  votes  its  ticket,  endeavoring  always  to  do 
so  intelligently,  and  with  a  view  to  the  necessities 
of  the  case  and  the  ability  of  the  candidate  pro- 
posed to  meet  the  same. 


^  AMES  W.  WOOD,  owning  and  occupying  a 
1  good  farm  on  section  4,  Fabius  Township^ 
1  St.  Joseph  Co.,  Mich.,  is  one  of  the  farmers 
^^J)  and  stock-raisers  of  Southern  Michigan  who 
have  been  instrumental  in  developing  its  splendid 
agricultural  resources,  and  he  is  well  worthy  of 
representation  in  this  biographical  work.  He  was 
born  in  Wayne  County,  N.  Y.,  Aug.  22,  1821, 
and  is  a  son  of  William  and  Hulda  (Merrill)  Wood, 
natives  of  New  York,  and  of  English  ancestry.  By 
his  father's  death,  when  he  was  quite  young,  our 
subject  w^as  left  without  a  home,  and  he  went  to 
live  with  his  grandfather,  and  at  the  expiration  of 
two  years  an  uncle  took  charge  of  him,  and 
brought  him  to  Michigan  as  early  as  1836,  while  it 
was  under  Territorial  government.     This  part  of 
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Michigan  was  then  in  a  wild,  unsettled  condition, 
settlements  were  few  and  far  between,  the  greater 
part  of  the  primeval  forests  was  still  standing. 
Indians  still  made  their  home  in  their  depths,  and 
savage  animals  prowled  amid  the  trees  and  swamps. 
Educational  advantages  were  then  very  limited,  and 
our  subject  lived  here  about  two  years  without 
even  seeing  a  school-house.  At  length  he  attended  a 
school  that  was  established  in  Cold  water.  His 
rough  experience  in  the  pioneer  life  of  his  first 
years  in  this  State  early  developed  in  him  sagacity, 
strength  of  character,  and  a  reliance  on  his  own 
faculties  and  resources,  that  made  a  man  of  him  long 
^ere  he  had  attained  his  majority.  He  commenced 
to  work  for  himself  ivhen  he  was  about  eighteen 
years  old,  being  employed  by  the  month,  and  as 
the  result  of  his  hard  labors  and  frugal  economy 
in  the  few  years  that  followed  he  had  bought  eighty 
acres  of  land,  and  had  it  all  paid  for  by  the  time  he 
was  twenty-one  years  old.  He  immediately  com- 
menced the  improvement  of  his  place  to  prepare  it 
for  a  home,  and  on  the  22d  day  of  October,  1848, 
he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Roxanna  Puffer, 
daughter  of  Ira  and  Charity  (Fangborn)  Puffer. 
Mrs.  Wood  was  born  Sept.  16,  1821. 

Mr.  Wood  disposed  of  his  first  farm  after  living 
on  it  a  few  ^^ears,  and  bought  another  in  Florence 
Township,  St.  Joseph  County.  He  managed  that 
farm  with  good  financial  success  for  eighteen  years, 
when  he  sold  that,  too,  and  bought  one  in  Flower- 
field  Township,  which  he  afterward  traded  for  a 
large  farm  in  Tuscola  Countj^,  Mich.  Subsequently 
he  sold  all  of  his  property  in  that  countj^,  and  re- 
turned to  St.  Joseph  County  in  1860.  At  that 
time  he  bought  his  present  place,  which  was  then  a 
tract  of  wild  land.  By  unremitting  and  skillful 
toil  he  has  wrested  a  farm  from  a  state  of  nature 
which  in  cultivation  and  all  of  its  appointments  will 
compare  favorably  with  any  other  in  this  part  of 
Michigan.  He  has  erected  a  substantial  house,  barn 
and  other  necessary  buildings.  He  owns  stock  of 
good  grades,  and  finds  a  ready  sale  for  all  that  he 
raises. 

The  married  life  of  our  subject  and  his  worthy 
wife  has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  three  children : 
Arvilla,  Ellen  M.  and  Ira  Leroy.  Their  son  died 
at  the  age  of  five  years.     Arvilla  married  William 

4* 


H.  Wether  bee,  who  lives  on  section  6,  Fabius 
Township,  and  they  have  three  children;  Ellen 
married  Frederic  M.  Bent,  of  Cass  County,  Mich., 
and  they  have  five  children. 

Mr.  Wood  is  a  man  of  good  business  qualifica- 
tions, of  keen,  resolute  nature,  one  who  does  his 
own  thinking,  and  in  general  stands  well  with  his 
fellowmen.  He  is  a  hearty  supporter  of  the  doc- 
trines promulgated  by  the  Republican  party,  but  is 
independent  in  local  affairs. 
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[JOSEPH  RUSSELL.  One  of  the  mightiest 
factors  in  ])ringing  about  the  present  high 
civilization  is  the  religious  influence  of  Chris- 
tianity. Our  land  has  everywhere  its  repre- 
sentatives of  this  power.  Among  those  identified 
with  the  religious  interests  of  this  county  is  the 
gentleman  whose  biography  is  here  brieflj^  pre- 
sented, who  for  many  years  has  been  upon  the 
roster  of  religious  officials  and  churchmen. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Andrew^  Russell,  was 
born  in  Pennsylvania,  and  was  of  English  descent. 
His  mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Isabell  Sunder- 
land, also  of  English  ancestry,  was  a  native  of  New 
Jersey.  They  were  married  and  first  settled  in  the 
Keystone  State,  but  removed  to  Ohio,  and  located 
in  Montgomery  County  at  an  early  day  in  the  his- 
tory of  that  settlement.  From  there  they  removed 
to  Allen  County,  wher^  they  were  the  first  white 
settlers.  Mr.  Russell  died  in  that  place  in  the  year 
1824.  His  widow  subsequently  removed  to  Michi- 
gan, but  returned  later  to  Allen  County,  where  she 
died  June  6,  1859. 

The  family  of  which  our  subject  is  a  member 
included  eleven  children,  all  of  whom  lived  to 
mature  years,  Joseph  being  the  fifth  child  of  the 
family.  He  was  born  near  Dayton,  Ohio,  on  the 
24th  of  June,  1816.  When  he  was  about  three 
years  of  age  the  removal  to  Allen  County  was  made, 
and  when  his  father  died  he  was  seven  years  of  age. 
After  that  trouble  had  come  to  the  family  he  lived 
part  of  the  time  with  his  maternal  grandfather,  Mr. 
Sunderland,  in  Montgomery  County.  Subsequently 
he  made  his  home  in  Allen  and  Williams  Counties, 
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in  the  same  State,  until  he  came  to  Michigan,  which 
he  first  visited  in  the  spring  of  1833,  but  only 
remained  a  short  time,  returning  to  Allen  County. 

In  the  summer  of  1834  Mr.  Russell  returned  to 
Michigan  and  visited  St.  Joseph  County,  but  did 
not  come  to  make  his  home  permanently  until  the 
following  spring.  Then  he  located  on  section  36 
ill  Nottawa  Township,  and  there  made  his  'home 
until  the  fall  of  1883.  He  has  always  been  engaged 
in  agricultural  pursuits,  and  is  a  thorough,  practi- 
cal farmer.  In  the  fall  of  1  883  he  removed  to  his 
present  home  on  section  33  in  Leonidas  Township, 
where  he  owns  100  acres  of  splendid  tillable  land, 
admirably  adapted  to  his  purpose.  Here,  by  the 
aid  of  his  machinery,  he  is  enabled  to  gather  in 
abundant  harvests,  except  upon  rare  occasions, 
when,  owing  to  causes  absolutely  beyond  human 
control,  it  was  impossible. 

Mr.  Russell  has  been  twice  married;  first  on  the 
15th  of  November,  1837,  at  Ottawa,  in  this  State, 
When  he  became  the  husband  of  Lucinda  Knox, 
who  was  born  in  the  Empire  State,  on  the  20th  of 
October,  1819.  By  this  marriage  there  were  born 
three  children,  viz :  Andrew  C,  a  prosperous  far- 
mer in  Nottawa  Township;  Orlando  1).,  who  is 
engaged  in  business  as  an  agricultural  implement 
dealer  at  Sturgis,  and  David  E.,  who  died  when 
about  nine  months  old.  Mrs.  Russell  died  after 
seven  years  of  happy  married  life,  on  the  11th  of 
March,  1844. 

The  present  wife  of  our  subject  entered  that 
relation  on  the  3d  of  June,  1845,  at  Sturgis.  Her 
name  prior  to  that  date  was  Lucinda  A.  Lyman. 
She  was  born  at  Fenner,  Madison  Co.,  N.  Y.,  on 
the  26th  of  April,  1828,  and  received  her  educa- 
tion at  Batavia,  N.  Y.  Mrs.  Russell  is  a  lady  of 
character  and  culture,  and  has  made  the  hdme  of 
our  subject  bright  and  homelike  by  her  presence. 
She  is  respected  and  admired  by  a  large  circle  of 
friends,  and  is  one  who  is  more  esteemed  as  she  is 
better  known.  She  has  presented  her  husband  with 
the  following  children:  Langdon  E.,  who  is  a  far- 
mer in  Sherman  Township;  Francis  E.,  who  died 
when  but  two  years  of  age,  and  Frederick  J.,  who 
resides  at  home. 

Mrs.  Russell  is  a  daughter  of  Colvin  and  Betsy 
(Swift)  Lyman.     Her  father  was   born   near  Pitts- 


field,  Mass.,  and  her  mother  was  a  native  of  the 
same  State.  They  came  to  Michigan,  and  shortly 
after  settled  in  Mendon  Township,  where  they 
made  their  home  until  their  death,  which  occurred 
April  6,  1872,  and  Aug.  25,  1876,  respectively. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  has  held  several  offices 
in  Nottawa  Township.  With  his  wife  he  is  an 
earnest  and  efficient  member  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  with  which  he  has  been  identified  for 
nearly  half  a  century,  and  Mrs.  Russell  since  she 
was  fifteen  years  of  age.  Since  the  first  few  years 
of  his  church  life  he  has  been  almost  continuously 
in  office  in  connection  therewith,  and  is  one  of  the 
most  able  and  trusted  in  the  communion.  He  is  one 
who  endeavors  to  adorn  his  i)rofession  and  sustain 
his  official  position  by  a  consistency  that  is  much 
commended,  and  iu  this  his  wife  is  by  no  means  be- 
hind him.  The  political  position  of  our  subject  is 
almost  identical  with  the  Republican  party.  He 
cast  his  first  vote  for  Gen.  Harrison,  an<l  also  voted 
for  the  grandson  of  that  gentleman  in  the  Presiden- 
tial election  of  1888.  Orlando  D.  Russell,  the 
second  son  of  our  subject,  was  one  of  the  first  to 
answer  the  call  for  troops.  He  enlisted  in  the  1st 
Michigan  Volunteers  and  served  for  three  months. 


^jfMi?^ 


^^^  AMUEL  Y.  BOWER.  This  gentleman  is 
^^^  one  of  the  young  and  enterprising  but  pros- 
lil^^  perous  farmers  of  Colon  Township,  and  is 
^'^^  the  owner  of  a  well-kept  farm  of  120  acres 
in  extent,  situated  upon  section  12.  His  father, 
Samuel  Bower,  was  born  in  the  year  1779.  On  the 
28th  of  August,  1855,  he  became  the  husband  of 
Elizabeth  Brumgard,  of  Clinton  County,  Pa.,  where 
she  was  born  on  the  11th  of  February,  1831.  After 
their  marriage  they  settled  in  Union  County,  Pa., 
and  there  lived  until  their  removal  to  Colon  in 
1880. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  the  daughter  of 
John  and  Mary  (Barner)  Brumgard.  They  were  the 
parents  of  tw^elve  children,  and  their  daughter 
Elizabeth  was  their  sixth  child.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Samuel  Bower  had  in  their  family  circle  six  chil- 
dren, of  whom  our  subject  was  the  fourth.  He 
was  born   in  Union   County,  Pa.,  on  the  24th  of 
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August,  1859.  He  received  a  common- school  educa- 
tion and  started  in  life  for  iiimself  when  seventeen 
years  of  age,  giving  his  attention  to  agricultural 
pursuits. 

Our  subject  was  married  in  Colon,  on  the  30th 
of  November,  1882.  His  wife,  who  is  a  native 
of  that  place,  was  Adell,  the  daughter  of  Samuel 
and  Matilda  (Shipman)  Hafer.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hafer 
were  married  in  Buffalo  Township,  Union  Co., 
Pa.,  and  afterward  settled  there  upon  a  farm,  where 
they  made  their  home  for  ten  years.  At  the  end 
of  that  period  they  removed  to  Colon,  and  settled 
on  section  8,  in  the  township  of  that  name. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bower  settled  on  section  12,  in 
Colon  Township,  in  the  fall  of  1883.  Their  family 
includes  two  children,  who  bear  the  names  of 
Maude  E.  and  Amy  F.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bower  are 
not  members  of  any  religious  denomination,  but  are 
friendly  to  all  orthodox  organizations  and  systems, 
and  firm  friends  of  whatever  will  sustain  and  ad- 
vance the  higher  types  of  morality  and  assist  in 
the  preservation  and  upbuilding  of  society. 

The  political  aspirations  of  our  subject  are  in 
accord  with  those  of  the  Democratic  party,  and  he 
usually  votes  that  ticket.  He  takes  the  greatest 
possible  interest  in  his  farm  and  devotes  himself 
chiefl}^  to  its  improvement  and  cultivation.  His 
farm  buildings  are  substantially  built  and  well  ar- 
ranged. They  are  supplied  with  a  multitude  of 
appliances,  conveniences  and  implements  familiar 
only  to  the  modern  and  progressive  farmer. 


^    L.  GODFREY,  M.  D.,  a  practicing  physi- 

H^      cian   and  surgeon  of  Colon,  is  one  of   the 

leading  members  of  the  homeopathic  school 


of  medicine  in  St.  Joseph  County.  He  is  very 
popular  here,  and  has  an  extensive  and  lucrative 
practice.  He  succeeded  his  father,  the  widely 
known  physician.  Dr.  L.  M.  Godfrey,  a  representa- 
tive of  the  same  school,  who  has  given  up  the 
practice  of  his  profession.  His  wife,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Lydia  Warren,  is  also  living,  beloved 
and  respected  by  a  large  circle  of  friends.  They 
are  natives  of    Wyoming  County,   N.  Y.,   but  in 


July,  1855,  they  left  their  old  home  in  that  State 
and  came  West,  locating  first  in  Wisconsin,  remain- 
ing there  two  years  and  then  coming  to  Michigan. 
Dr.  Godfrey  first  established  himself  in.Bronson, 
Branch  County,  where  he  practiced  his  profession 
until  1861.  In  that  year  he  removed  to  Colon  and 
opened  an  office,  and  for  several  years  was  one  of 
the  leMing  physicians  in  this  part  of  the  county. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Attica,  N.  Y.,  in  1852, 
the  eldest  of  the  three  children  of  his  parents. 
He  comes  of  sterling  stock,  his  forefathers  on  both 
sides  of  the  house  being  representatives  of  families 
of  good  standing  in  the  East.  He  was  a  mere  child 
when  his  parents  came  to  Michigan,  and  he  was 
reared  in  this  State.  He  received  the  preliminaries 
of  his  education  in  Colon,  and  was  then  sent  to  the 
Jackson  Business  College,  whence  he  was  graduated 
after  pursuing  a  thorough  business  course,  but 
when  it  came  to  choosing  a  career  in  life,  he  deter- 
mined to  adopt  the  medical  profession,  having  a 
decided  taste  for  it,  perhaps  both  acquired  and  in- 
herited. To  fit  himself  for  his  work  he  entered 
the  Hahnemann  Medical  College,  of  Chicago,  where 
he  was  a  careful  and  hard  student  until  he  was 
graduated  with  honors  won  for  ripe  scholarship  in 
February,  1876.  He  immediately  settled  in  Colon, 
where  he  would  not  only  have  the  prestige  of  liis 
father's  name  and  the  advantage  of  his  wider  ex- 
perience and  wise  counsels,  but  would  step  into  a 
good  practice  among  people  with  whom  he  was 
reared,  who  welcomed  him  again  to  their  midst  as 
an  old  friend,  and  regarded  him  with  trust  and  con- 
fidence. The  Doctor  is  the  only  representative  of 
the  homeopathic  school  of  medicine  in  Colon. 
During  his  twelve  years'  practice,  by  constant  at- 
tention to  his  duties,  he  has  accumulated  a  fine 
property,  his  superior  business  talents  and  training 
enabling  him  to  invest  his  money  in  a  judicious 
manner.  In  1885  he  built  a  handsome  brick  resi- 
dence, in  which  he  and  his  pleasant  family  dispense 
a  generous  hospitality  to  their  many  friends. 

The  Doctor  was  married,  in  September,  1873,  to 
Miss  Belle  M.  Grover,  a  native  of  Branch  County, 
Mich.,  where  she  was  born  in  1852.  She  was  the 
second  child  of  the  five  born  to  Joseph  and  Harriet 
(Benedict)  Grover,  natives  respectively  of  Penn- 
sylvania and  New  York.     They  came  to  Michigan 
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in  pioneer  days,  and  her  father  still  resides  in 
Colon,  where  he  is  engaged  in  farming.  Her 
mother  died  in  1884,  at  the  age  of  sixty-four  years. 
To  the  Doctor  and  his  wife  five  children  were 
born,  as  follows:  Clare  E.,  thirteen  years  old;  Ina 
A.,  eleven;  J.  L.,  nine;  Glenn  E.,  six;  Ev/i  E., 
fonr.  Mrs.  Godfrey  departed  this  life  Oct.  28, 
1888,  leaving  a  husband  and  five  children,  and  a 
large  circle  of  friends  to  mourn  her  death  as  a  kind, 
affectionate  mother  and  loving  companion,  and  good 
citizen. 

Our  subject  and  his  wife  occupied  a  leading  po- 
sition in  the  society  of  Colon,  and  he  is  a  promi- 
nent member  of  the  A.  F.  &  A.  M.  of  this  town. 
He  does  not  take  a  very  active  part  in  politics,  but 
I  he  always  casts  his  vote  with  the  Republican  party. 
He  is  entirely  engrossed  in  his  profession,  and  al- 
though he  has  a  large  practice,  he  is  still  a  student, 
and  keeps  abreast  of  the  times  in  everything  per- 
taining to  medicine. 
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1^^^,  ICH ARD  M.  DICKINSON.  The  history  of 
\v^  White  Pigeon  Township  would  not  be  com- 
/JtrW,  plete  should  the  biography  of  the  gentleman 
^^whose  name  heads  this  sketch  be  omitted. 
He  resides  on  section  6,  White  Pigeon  Township, 
and  is  one  of  the  representative  agriculturists  of 
the  county,  and  a  gentleman  well  and  favorably 
known  on  account  of  the  interest  that  he  takes  in 
all  matters  pertaining  to  the  substantial  advance- 
ment and  improvement  of  the  country.  He  was 
born  in  Florence  Township,  St.  Joseph  Co.,  Mich., 
Feb.  24,  1846. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  the  son  of  George 
and  Sarah  (Johnson)  Dickinson.  The  father  was 
born  in  Yorkshire,  P^ngland,  and  came  to  America 
in  1833,  settling  in  this  county.  For  many  years 
he  drove  the  stage  between  Detroit  and  AVhite 
Pigeon.  He  died  May  3,  1861.  The  mother  was 
a  native  of  Liverpool,  England,  and  came  to  Amer- 
ica, where  she  met  and  married  our  subject's  father. 
The  children  were:  Richard,  our  subject;  Sarah, 
Mrs.  Putnam;  George;  Annie,  Mrs.  Kellogg,  and 
Charles  E.  The  mother  was  a  widow  before  her 
marriage  with  our  subject's  father;  at  the  time  of 
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her  second  marriage  she  was  the  mother  of  one 
daughter,  Mary  A.  Bowman.  This  daughter  was 
the  wife  of  J.  J.  Davis,  of  White  Pigeon,  but  is 
now  deceased.  (See  sketch  of  J.  J.  Davis  on  another 
page  in  this  work.)  The  mother  died  Jan.  12,  1867, 
aged  fifty-three  years. 

The  education  the  subject  of  this  sketch  received 
was  obtained  in  the  common  schools,  and  he  eagerly 
availed  himself  of  every  advantage  offered.  Besides 
the  time  spent  in  school  his  entire  life  was  passed 
in  farming,  excepting  about  eighteen  months,  dur- 
ing which  time  he  operated  a  meat-market  in  White 
Pigeon.  He  was  successful  in  this  venture,  but 
felt  that  he  could  spend  his  life  to  better  advantage 
and  more  profit  on  the  farm;  in  consequence  he 
closed  the  business  in  town  and  went  back  to  the 
farm,  where  he  has  since  lived. 

Mr.  Dickinson  married  Miss   Ellen   Fieldhouse, 
Jan.  7,  1869.     She  is  a  daughter  of  AV'illiam  Field- 
house,  who  was  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  in  the 
county,  and  is  now  deceased.     They  are  the  parents 
of  one  child,  Jennie  E.,  who  was  born  Aug.    21, 
1879.     He  and  his  family  reside  in   a  comfortable 
frame  house,  handsomely  furnished,   and  contain- 
ing all  of  the  latest  improved  devices  to  lighten  the 
labor  of  housekeeping,  and  add  to  the  comfort  and 
pleasure  of  the  inmates.     The  grounds  surrounding 
his  residence  are  beautified  with  a  large  number  of 
ornamental    trees,    shrubbery    and    flowers.       The 
barns  and  other   necessary  out-buildings  are  con- 
veniently located,  and  nicely  designed  for  the  pur- 
poses for  Avhich  they  w^ere  intended,  and  are  very 
substantially  and  solidly  built.     He  owns   a    farm 
of  204  acres,  which  he  devotes  to  general  farming 
and  stock-raising,    giving    particular  attention    to 
feeding  sheep,  of  which   he  has   a  large   number, 
and  their  appearance  gives  evidence  of  the    great 
amount  of  care  bestowed  upon  them  by  their  owner. 
This  gentleman,  and  also  his  wife,  are  the  de- 
scendants from  the  most  popular   families   of  old 
settlers  in  the  county,  and  it  is   a  matter  of  pride 
to  them  to  refer  back  to  their  ancestors  who    set- 
tled in  Michigan  at  an  early  date,   and  have  con- 
tributed so  largely  to  the  present  glory  of  the  State. 
In  his  domestic  affairs  he  is  exceptionally  fortunate ; 
his  wife  is  a  refined,  elegant  lady,  devoting  herself 
in  every  way  possible  to  the  best  interests  of  her 
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husband.  Both  parents  are  devoted  to  their  little 
daughter  Jennie,  who  is  an  unusoally  bright  and 
precocious  child.  She  has  the  sweetness  of  temper 
and  disposition  which  is  one  of  the  characteristics 
of  her  mother,  and  the  child  in  return  for  the  love 
lavished  on  her  fairly  worships  her  parents.  She 
has  evinced  a  great  aptitude  for  music,  and  although 
so  young  in  years  she  is  a  splendid  performer  on 
the  piano. 

Mr.  Dickinson  has  steadily  refused  to  accept  any 
position  of  trust  from  his  fellowmen,  although  be- 
ing repeatedly  requested  to  do  so,  preferring  to  de- 
vote his  time  entirely  to  the  development  and 
successful  prosecution  of  his  various  business  in- 
terests. Himself  and  wife  are  both  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  In  politics  he  always 
acts  with  the  Republican  party. 


^/AY  BABCOCK.  The  farming  community 
of  Nottawa  Township  has  among  its  mem- 
bers no  more  solid  and  reliable  man  than 
(^^/  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  He  owns  a  good 
property  on  section  24,  where  he  has  effected  sub- 
stantial improvements,  and  where  he  has  applied 
himself  for  the  last  thirty- five  years  industriously 
to  general  farming,  and  met  with  the  reasonable 
reward  of  his  labors. 

The  main  points  in  the  history  of  our  subject  are 
substantially  as  follows:  He  is  the  only  child  of 
Samuel  B.  and  Elizabeth  (Groves)  Babcock,  the 
former  of  whom  was  born  in  New  York  State,  Aug. 
29,  1787.  The  mother,  who  was  of  Holland-Dutch 
ancestry,  was  born  on  the  banks  of  Buffalo  Creek, 
in  Union  County,  Pa.,  Dec.  15,  1797,  and  is  still 
living,  making  her  home  in  Nottawa.  The  par- 
ents, after  their  marriage,  removed,  in  1836,  from 
Monroe  County,  N.  Y.,  to  Jackson  County,  Mich., 
during  its  Territorial  days,  where  they  resided  until 
1854.  They  then  took  up  their  abode  among  the 
pioneers  of  this  county,  settling  in  Nottawa  Town- 
ship, where  the  father  lived  and  labored  for  a 
period  of  twenty  years,  and  then  closed  his  eyes 
upon  earthly  scenes,  about  1874. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Clarkson, 
Monroe  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Dec.  15,  1835,  and  was  one  and 


one-half  years  old  when  he  was  brought  by  his  par- 
ents to  Michigan.  He  accompanied  his  parents  in 
their  removal  to  this  county,  and  lived  upon  the 
old  farm  until  1854.  This  property  is  now  in  the 
possession  of  Mr.  Babcock.  Mr.  B.  purchased  the 
Ian d^ which  he  now  owns  and  occupies  in  1854.  It 
embraces  120  acres  of  land,  and  he  has  himself 
effected  the  impro  v^ements  which  we  see  around 
him  to-day.  He  was  married,  in  Sturgis,  Nov.  8, 
1862,  to  Miss  Henrietta  Hayfer.  This  lady  was 
born  in  Colon  Township,  this  county,  Feb.  7,  1846, 
and  was  the  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Matilda  (Shij)- 
man)  Hayfer.  She  died  very  suddenly  of  pneu- 
monia, on  the  3d  of  March,  1888. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Babcock  there  were  born  four- 
teen children,  ten  of  whom  are  living,  namely: 
Henry  C,  William  N.,  Caroline  T.,  Clara  A.,  Laura 
L.,  John  J.,  Chris  R.,  Homer  J.,  Marion  A.  and 
Bessie  A.  Those  deceased  are  Mary  E.  and  Frank- 
lin, who  died  early  in  life,  and  two  who  died  un- 
named in  infancy.  Mr.  Babcock,  politically,  advo- 
cates the  principles  of  the  Democratic  party. 

The  father  of  our  subject  carried  a  musket  in  the 
War  of  1812.  and  on  account  of  his  services  at  that 
time  his  widow  receives  a  pension  from  the  Gov- 
ernment. Mrs.  Elizabeth  (Groves)  Babcock  is  a 
very  bright  and  intelligent  old  lady,  with  quite  a 
remarkable  memory,  being  able  to  recall  past  events 
with  much  clearness,  and  a  person  with  whom  it  is 
both  pleasant  and  profitable  to  converse.  She  has 
witnessed  many  changes  during  a  long  and  worthy 
life,  and  can  relate  many  interesting  incidents  of 
the  pioneer  days  of  Michigan. 
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^^^ELSON  MATHEWSON.  The  biography  of 
j  jjj  this  honored  pioneer  of  Mendon  Township 
li\M^  is  not  widely  different  from  that  of  many 
who  came  early  in  life  to  Michigan  Territory,  and 
to  whom  she  is  indebted  for  the  development  of 
her  rich  resources,  Mr.  Mathewson  first  set  foot 
upon  the  soil  of  Michigan  when  a  young  man  twen- 
ty-five years  of  age,  settling  in  this  county  in  Octo- 
ber, 1842,  with  his  wife,  taking  up  land  first  in 
Colon  Township,  where  he,  lived  some  six  or  seven 
years.     Thence  he  came  to  Mendon  Township,  and 
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located  on  the  land  which  he  has  since  occupied. 
His  farm  is  now  175  acres  in  extent.  Upon  it  have 
been  erected  three  good  and  comfortable  dwellings, 
and  the  structures  for  the  storage  of  grain  and  the 
shelter  of  stock,  which,  together  with  their  surround- 
ings, the  apple  orchard  and  the  abundance  of  smaller 
fruit,  comprise  a  homestead  comfortable  and  pleas- 
ant in  the  extreme.  Mr.  Mathewson  knows  all 
about  the  toils  and  hardships  of  life  in  a  new  coun- 
try, but  his  labors  have  met  with  their  legitimate 
reward. 

A  native  of  Onondaga  County,  N.  Y.,  our  sub- 
ject was  born  July  25,  1817,  and  was  the  eldest  of 
a  family  of  six  children,  the  offspring  of  John  and 
Lois  (Hicks)  Mathewson,  who  w^ere  also  natives  of 
the  Empire  State.  The  father  died  when  a  young 
man  in  his  native  county  of  Onondaga,  when  his 
son  Nelson  was  a  lad  of  twelve  years.  The  mother 
was  subsequently  married  a  second  time,  and  later 
coming  to  Michigan,  died  in  Mendon  Township, 
this  county,  in  the  month  of  July,  about  1867. 

Mr.  Mathewson  was  reared  to  farm  pursuits, 
which  he  carried  on  in  his  native  State  until  com- 
ing to  Michigan.  He  was  first  married  in  Oswego 
County,  K.  y.,  to  Miss  Polly  Works,  by  whom  he 
became  the  father  of  three  children — John  H.,  Wil- 
ber  and  Helen  R.  Wilber  was  killed  in  the  pineries 
of  Kent  County,  Mich.,  by  a  falling  tree;  Helen 
died  in  infancy;  John  H.  is  married,  and  operating 
a  farm  in  Mendon  Township.  The  mother  of  these 
children  died  at  the  homestead,  Sept.  4,   1850. 

Our  subject  contracted  a  second  marriage,  at 
Three  Rivers,  this  State,  Aug.  25,  1851,  with  Miss 
Lucy  S.  Ballon,  who  was  born  in  Cuyahoga  County, 
Ohio,  Jan.  23,  1831.  Her  father,  Danford  G.  Bal- 
lon, was  a  native  of  Herkimer  County,  N.  Y.,  and 
the  mother,  who  in  her  girlhood  was  Miss  Cyn- 
thia Worrallo.  was  born  in  Ontario  County,  N.  Y. 
They  came  to  Southern  Michigan  in  1838,  settling 
in  Park  Township,  this  county,  where  they  spent 
the  remainder  of  their  lives,  the  father  dying  about 
1876,  in  his  seventy-fourth  year,  and  the  mother 
passing  away  at  the  home  of  her  daughter,  Mrs. 
Mathewson,  in  the  spring  of  1887. 

Of  this  marriage  of  our  subject  there  have  been 
born  thfee  children.  The  eldest  daughter,  Mary 
R.,  is  the  wife  of  J.    J.  Hanshue,  of    Kalamaz6o; 


James  W.  is  in  the  furniture  and  undertaking  busi- 
ness in  Antrim  County,  this  State;  Argie  L.  died 
at  the  age  of  two  years  and  eight  months.  Mrs. 
Mathewson  is  a  member  in  good  standing  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Mr.  M.  cast  his  first 
Presidential  vote  for  Henry  Clay,  being  a  member 
of  the  Whig  party.  Since  its  organization  in  1856 
the  Republican  party  has  received  his  uniform  sup- 
port. 


•^jr^  MANUEL  WAGNER.  For  genuine  com- 
lU]  fort  and  those  things  which  complete  the 
/|C^  well-ordered  home,  attractive  within  and 
without,  there  is  probably  no  better  illustration  than 
the  home  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  which  is 
finely  located  on  section  27,  in  Colon  Township. 
Mr.  Wagner,  rather  than  turning  his  whole  atten- 
tion to  money-making,  seemed  to  have  in  view  those 
things  which  shall  conduce  in  the  best  manner  to 
the  pleasure  and  happiness  of  his  family.  A  lover 
of  home  and  closely  bound  by  domestic  ties,  he 
thus  possesses  in  a  marked  degree  one  of  the  best 
qualities  of  citizenship.  In  consequence  of  this  he 
thus  enjoys  the  confidence  of  his  fellowmen,  and  has 
faithfully  performed  the  closest   obligations  of  life. 

Daniel  Wagner,  the  father  of  our  subject,  when  a 
young  man  was  married,  and  he  and  his  wife  settled 
not  far  from  the  place  of  their  birth,  in  Miflflin 
County,  Pa.  In  1838,  however,  the  year  after 
Michigan  had  been  transformed  from  a  Territory 
into  a  State,  they  came  to  this  county  with  their 
little  family.  The  father  purchased  seventy-eight 
acres  of  land  in  Colon  Township,  and  commenced 
building  up  a  homestead,  where  he  and  his  estimable 
wife  spent  the  remainder  of  their  days.  His  death 
took  place  Oct.  8,  1864,  and  the  mother  is  still  liv- 
ing. They  were  the  parents  of  six  children,  all  of 
whom  survive. 

Our  subject  was  born  April  18,  1828,  and  re- 
mained with  his  father  until  attaining  the  age  of 
twenty  years.  He  had  in  the  meantime  received  a 
common-school  education,  and  had  become  entirely 
familiar  with  the  various  employments  of  farm  life. 
Upon  reaching  his  majority  he  began  the  estab- 
lishment  of  a  home  of  his  own,  by  his  marriage  with 
Miss  Mary  Hafer,  which  took  place  in   September, 
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1850.  The  young  people  began  the  journey  of  life 
together,  but  Mrs.  Wagner  survived  her  marriage 
only  a  few  months,  her  death  taking  place  in  May, 

1851.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Cath- 
erine (Hinkle)  Hafer,  who  were  natives  of  Union 
County,  Pa. 

The  second  marriage  of  Mr.  Wagner  was  with 
Miss  Louisa,  a  daughter  of  Benjamin  Marks,  who 
with  his  wife,  Tina  (Packard)  Marks,  was  a  native 
of  New  York  State,  and  is  deceased.  Of  this  union 
there  was  born  one  child,  a  son,  Alston,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  five  years.  The  third  marriage  of  Mr. 
Wagner,  which  took  place  Aug,  28,  1858,  at  Colon, 
in  this  county,  was  with  Miss  Caroline  Frye,  daugh- 
ter of  Jacob  and  Catherine  (Bothman)  Frye,  na- 
tives of  Schuylkill  County,  Pa.  Mrs.  Caroline  Wag- 
ner w^as  the   seventh  of  a  family  of  eight  childr»^,n. 

To  Emanuel  and  Caroline  Wagner  there  were 
born  two  children — Elmer  E.  and  Tillie  E.  The 
former  assists  his  father  in  the  operation  of  the  farm ; 
he  married  Miss  Sophia  L.  Teller,  and  they  have 
one  child,  George  C.  Tillie  E.  is  the  wife  of  I.  W. 
Teller,  who  lives  in  Colon  Township;  they  have 
one  child,  John  E.  Mr.  Wagner  is  an  uncompro- 
mising Democrat,  politically,  and  has  held  the  vari- 
ous school  offices  of  his  township.  He  identified 
himself  with  the  Masonic  fraternity,  being  con- 
nected  atpresent  with  Blue  Lodge  No.  73,  at  Colon. 
The  homestead  includes  ninety  acres  of  well-culti- 
vated land,  upon  which  Mr.  Wagner  has  made  all 
the  improvements,  which  are  viewed  with  interest 
by  the  passing  traveler. 
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'\f?OHN  M.  WELLS,  a  prominent  citizen  of 
St.  Joseph  County,  with  whose  best  interests 
he  has  been  identified  for  many  years,  is 
^^j^  widely  and  favorably  known  in  business  and 
social  circles,  and  he  has  been  an  important  factor 
in  extending  and  sustaining  the  large  commercial 
interests  of  Southern  Michigan.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  firm  of  Wells  <k  Calam,  Constantine  Village. 
They  have  a  fine,  well-appointed,  double  store,  and 
carry  a  full  slock  of  well-assorted  goods,  of  many 
classes,  and  are  thus  enabled  to  meet  in  every  re- 
^t- 


spect  the  demands  of  a  large  custom,  which  they 
have  drawn  to  themselves  by  inspiring  confidence 
in  their  patrons  by  their  strict,  honorable  and  up- 
right  methods  in  their  dealings. 

Our  subject  was  born  Jul}^  4,  1818,  at  White 
Creek,  Washington  Co.,  N.  Y.,  his  parents  being 
Joseph  and  Lucy  (HoUister)  Wells,  for  whose  his- 
tory see  sketch  of  F.  Wells.  When  their  son,  of 
whom  we  write,  was  four  years  old  they  moved  to 
Granville,  and  a  year  later  to  Salem,  Washington 
County,  and  there  the  father  was  engaged  in  keep- 
ing hotel.  In  that  town  most  of  the  boyhood  days 
of  our  subject  were  passed.  In  1837  he  came  with 
his  father's  family  through  by  teams  to  St.  Joseph 
County,  and  lived  in  their  pioneer  home  on  his 
father's  farm  in  Mottville  until  about  1840,  when  he 
went  to  Constantine,  and  established  himself  in  the 
hotel  business  on  the  corner  known  as  **Langley  Cor- 
ner." He  remained  there  about  seven  years,  when 
he  built  the  hotel  known  as  the  Romaine  Plouse,  which 
he  managed  successfully  until  1850.  In  that  year 
he  leased  the  hotel,  and  went  overland  to  Califor- 
nia for  the  purpose  of  mining.  He  remained  in 
the  Golden  State  only  a  short  time,  however,  re- 
turning in  the  same  fall  to  Michigan.  He  turned 
his  attention  to  farming,  which  occupation  he  con- 
ducted profitably  until  1853,  when  he  again  en- 
gaged in  the  hotel  business.  Two  years  later,  in 
1855,  he  and  his  brother  Franklin  embarked  to- 
gether in  the  mercantile  business,  continuing  for 
about  six  years,  when  they  dissolved  partnership, 
and  our  subject,  in  the  winter  of  that  year  (1861) 
formed  a  partnership  with  T.  H.  Calam,  under  the 
firm  name  of  Wells  &  Calam,  and  they  have  ever 
since  carried  on  the  business  with  gratifying  success, 
as  we  have  seen.  Their  house,  which  has  been  in 
existence  for  nearly  thirt}"  years,  must  be  one  of 
the  oldest  established  in  the  vicinity.  Our  subject 
was  appointed  Postmaster  of  Constantine  in  1862, 
and  held  that  office  with  much  satisfaction  to  the 
people  until  his  resignation  three  years  later.  In 
politics  he  is  a  strong  Republican,  and  voted  in 
1840  for  William  H.  Harrison,  as  he  did  in  1888 
for  his  grandson,  Benjamin  Harrison. 

Mr.  Wells  and  Lj^dia  Arnold  were  united  in  the 
bonds  of  matrimony  in  Constantine,  in  1843.  Mrs. 
Wells  is  the  daughter  of  the  late  Inman  Arnold, 
__ #^^ 
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who  came  to  Constantine  from  New  York  in  1843, 
and  she  was  born  in  Unadilla,  Otsego  Co.,  N.  Y^ 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wells  have  three  children  living,  as 
follows:  John  H.,  who  married  Miss  Hattie  Lyke, 
and  lives  with  his  parents;  Lucy,  the  wife  of  J.  H. 
Hahn,  of  Detroit;  Leda,  the  wife  of  T.  H.  Purple, 
of  Chicago,  111. 

Mr.  Wells'  life  record  is  that  of  a  man  who  places 
honor  and  honesty  above  all  things,  and  his  char- 
acter is  without  stain.  He  is  at  once  cautious  and 
enterprising  in  his  business,  and  these  traits  have 
brought  him  success.  He  owns  a  handsome  and 
commodious  residence,  and  lives  surrounded  by  all 
the  comforts  of  life.  Both  he  and  his  wife,  who  is 
a  pleasant,  prepossessing  lady,  are  exceedingly  hos- 
pitable and  entertaining  to  the  stranger  within  their 
eates. 

.      ^ ^^ — 

^   ILTON     McINTOSH.       Self-preservation 
may   be  the  first   law    of  nature;  self-de- 


pendence  is  one  of  the  vital  factors  of  na- 
ture— at  least  of  human  nature.  The  pres- 
ent sketch  designs  to  present  the  salient  features  in 
the  life  of  one  wiiose  self-reliance  has  enabled  him 
to  succeed  where  a  less  determined  man  w^ould  have 
failed.  A  manly  independence  of  thought  and 
action  has  been,  and  is,  one  of  the  traits  of  his  char- 
acter and  notable  features  of  his  history.  He  is 
to-day  one  of  the  enterprising  and  progressive  far- 
mers and  stock-raisers  of  St.  Joseph  County,  and 
operates  160  acres  of  land  on  section  14  of  Nottawa 
Township. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Peter  Mcintosh,  was 
])orn  at  Navarre,  Ohio,  and  the  mother,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Sarali  Meese,  was  also  a  native  of 
Ohio.  They  were  residents  of  DeKalb  County, 
Ind.,  for  about  forty  years.  The  family  circle  in- 
cluded six  children,  of  whom  our  subject  was  the 
second.  He  first  saw  the  light  in  Smithfleld,  in  the 
above  county,  on  the  19th  of  April,  1857.  His 
early  days  were  spent  on  the  farm,  and  he  has  been 
from  his  youth  brought  in  contact  with  agricultural 
labor  in  all  its  various  departments. 

The  education  of  our  subject  was  received  in  the 
common  schools  of  DeKalb  County,  and  upon  its 
completion  he  remained  with  his  parents  until  six- 


teen  years  of  age,  wiien  he  struck  out  for  himself, 
and  began  life  in  earnest.  For  fully  seven  years 
he  worked  out  as  a  farm  hand,  and  in  1882  came  to 
Nottawa  Township,  and  here  purchased  160  acres, 
which  he  began  at  once  to  improve,  and  in  which 
he  saw  much  more  success  than  he  had  anticipated 
or  considered  possible.  Although  he  has  always 
given  some  attention  to  general  farming,  he  de- 
votes his  efforts  mainly  to  stock-raising,  making  a 
specialty  of  breeding  thoroughbred  Poland-China 
hogs,  which  he  does  in  large  numbers,  and  is  abund- 
antly rewarded  for  every  effort  which  his  enterprise 
leads  him  to  undertake. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  first  married,  in 
Nottawa  Township,  to  Mary  Olney,  a  daughter  of 
the  late  Joseph  Olney.  This  lady  presented  him 
wdth  two  children,  but  one  of  them  died  in  infancy. 
The  name  of  the  living  child  is  NevaM.  His  wife 
departed  this  life  on  the  8th  of  July,  1885,  after 
which  he  contracted  a  second  alliance,  and  was 
united  with  Lena  Spike,  of  Kalamazoo.  This  event 
took  place  in  1888. 

INIr.  Mcintosh  was  elected  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
but  felt  compelled  to  resign  the  office.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Democratic  party,  and  takes  no 
little  interest  in  public  affairs,  especially  where  the 
welfare  or  honor  of  the  people  is  involved.  Both 
as  a  man  and  citizen  he  is  held  in  high  regard,  and 
enjoys  a  high  social  position. 


'^p.GJ2y%^^'-m 
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iLISS  N.  STONE  is  one  of  the  much  esteemed 
citizens  of  Burr  Oak  Township,  who  have 
borne  the  burden  and  heat  of  the  day  in  the 
'ush  of  business  life,  and  is  now  living  in  re- 
tirement, enjoying  the  competency  he  has  been 
privileged  to  accumulate.  He  was  born  in  St.  Law- 
rence County,  N.  Y^.,  in  Madrid  Township,  on  the 
30th  of  April,  1826,  and  is  the  son  of  Solomon  S. 
and  Nancy  (Nash)  Stone. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  brought  up  and 
educated  in  his  native  county,  where  he  first  settled 
in  life,  and  continued  to  live,  following  farming 
until  1840,  when  he  started  up(m  a  prospecting  tour 
He  returned,  and  shortly  after  was  taken  sick   and 
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died.  His  wife,  the  mother  of  our  subject,  was  a 
native  of  Yermont.  She  became  the  mother  of 
eight  children,  of  whom  four  are  living,  viz:  Louisa, 
now  Mrs.  William  Stace3%  of  Brecksville,  Ohio; 
her  husband  was  a  soldier  in  the  late  war,  and  lost 
his  life  at  Chantilla.  Our  subject;  Harriet,  the 
wife  of  Julius  White,  of  Brecksville,  Ohio;  and 
Stanley  G.,  of  the  same  place.  The  four  deceased 
were:  Lucinda,  who  was  the  wife  of  Guy  Carpen- 
ter, of  Blissfield,  died  at  Blissfield,  Mich.,  at  the  age 
of  thirty-eight  years;  Celestia  was  married  to  Mr. 
Joseph  Carpenter,  of  the  same  place,  and  died  leav- 
ing one  child,  Hattie;  Marvin,  of  the  same  place, 
died  at  Blissfield,  and  Lorenzo,  who  was  a  mer- 
chant. 

Mr.  Stone  came  to  Michigan  in  May,  1847,  and 
lived  in  Branch  County  for  about  three  jears,  after 
which  he  came  to  Burr  Oak,  where  he  embarked  in 
the  mercantile  business,  and  not  without  seeing  a 
large  measure  of  prosperity.  He  first  came  to 
Michigan  in  1847.  Before  he  settled  he  saw  con- 
siderable of  the  country,  and  made  himself  fully  ac- 
quainted with  the  condition  of  the  soil,  etc.,  as  to 
its  being  favorable  or  otherwise  for  his  purpose,  and 
finally  located  in  Burr  Oak. 

In  1850  Mr.  Stone  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Lucy  C.  Webb,  the  excellent  daughter  of  H.  B. 
Webb,  Esq.,  of  Blissfield.  There  was  born  to  them  a 
daughter.  Bell,  who  is  now  the  wife  of  B.  D.  Misner, 
also  of  Burr  Oak.  For  nine  years  Mr.  Stone  held 
the  position  of  Postmaster  at  Burr  Oak,  and  later 
became  a  Justice  of  the  Peace.  He  has  seen  much 
of  the  checkered  experience  of  life,  and  has  de- 
veloped a  fine  character,  that  wins  for  him  from  all 
who  know  him  the  most  cordial  admiration  and 
regard. 

^^\  ORGAN  PLANT.  Among  the  leading  far- 
f^\\\  mers  of  Burr  Oak  Township  the  subject  of 
I  Ifi  this  sketch  holds  a  prominent  position,  he 
^  having  aided  largely  in  the  development  of 
its  agricultural  interests.  Whatever  he  has  under- 
taken has  been  done  thoroughly  and  well,  his  pres- 
ent possessions  not  being  extensive,  but  nevertlieless 
valuable.  His  farm  comprises  eighty  acres  of  land 
on  section  34,  and  of  which  he  took  possession  in 
^ — 


1869.  H^e  has  a  little  more  than  rounded  up  his 
threescore  years,  and  such  has  been  his  course  in 
life  that  he  is  enjoying  a  happy  and  green  old  age, 
with  his  children  comfortably  settled  around  him, 
useful  and  intelligent  citizens,  and  in  addition  to 
them,  scores  of  friends  whom  he  has  made  during 
the  years  of  a  well-spent  life. 

The  town  of  Stafford,  Genesee  Co.,  N.  Y.,  con- 
tained the  early  home  of  our  subject,  and  where  he 
first  opened  his  eyes  to  the  light  April  30,  1825. 
His  father,  Stephen  Plant,  was  born  in  Litchfield, 
Conn.,  June  24,  1782,  and  married  Miss  Melinda 
Brown,  who  was  born  in  New  Marlboro,  Mass.,  Sept. 
6,  1782,  the  same  year  as  her  husband,  being  his 
junior  by  onl}-  a  few  months.  They  took  up  their 
residence  in  Stafford,  Genesee  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  the 
father  carried  on  farming,  and  built  up  a  gi  )d 
homestead  which  sheltered  him  until  his  death,  en 
the  14th  of  February,  1853.  The  mother  surviv  1 
her  husband  thirteen  years,  her  death  taking  place 
at  Pike,  Wyoming  Co.,  N.  Y.,  March  30,  1866. 

The  parental  household  included  three  sons  and 
four  daughters,  and  our  subject  is  the  only  surviv- 
ing ^member  of  his  family.  He  spent  his  early  life 
on  the  farm  in  his  native  township,  and  a  few 
months  after  the  death  of  his  mother,  came,  in  June, 
1866,  to  Michigan,  locating  first  on  a  tract  of  land 
three  miles  north  of  the  village,  and  which  embraced 
the  farm  afterward  occupied  by  Abner  Davis.  This 
remained  his  home  until  1868. 

Our  subject  was  married  in  his  native  county, 
Dec.  28.  1848,  to  Miss  Alice  C.  Emerson,  who  was 
born  at  Brownsville,  N.  Y.,  Nov.  25,  1823.  Her 
parents  were  Ira  and  Dianna  Emerson,  natives  of 
New  York,  and  the  father  a  cooper  by  trade.  He 
carried  on  business  a  number  of  years  in  Stafford, 
N.  Y.,  and  with  his  excellent  wife  spent  his  last  days 
in  New  York  State.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Plant  com- 
menced the  journey  of  life  together  in  the  year 
1848,  and  came  together  to  their  pioneer  home  in 
the  West,  accompanied  by  their  children,  who  were 
all  natives  of  Stafford,  Genesee  Co.,  N.  Y.  Their 
eldest,  Frances  A.,  was  born  March  21,  1850,  and 
became  the  wife  of  Charles  C.  Needham,  of  Burr 
Oak,  Mich.,  Nov.  28,  1867,  and  died  at  her  home 
there  Sept.  13,  1887;  Alice  K.  was  born  March  5, 
1853,  and  died    March   8,  1854;    Caroline  A.  was 
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born  Dec.  8,  1851,  arid  married,  Dec.  14,  1870,  to 
Eiias  P.  Williams,  of  Sturgis,  Mich.;  she  now  re- 
sides at  Denver,  Col.  Albert  E.  and  Alma  E. 
(twins),  were  born  Aug.  14, 1856.  The  former  mar- 
ried, March  12,  1879,  Emma  Wilson,  of  Burr  Oak, 
this  State ;  the  latter  was  married,  Aug.  14,  1872, 
to  Jasper  H.  Emerson,  of  Caledonia,  N.  Y.  David 
P.,  born  July  13,  1859,  married,  Dec.  28,  1885, 
Sarah  Pyle,  of  Burr  Oak,  Mich.;  he  is  now  a  resi- 
dent of  Goshen,  Ind. 

Our  subject  and  his  estimable  wife,  although  not 
members  of  any  religious  denomination,  usually  at- 
tend the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  contrib- 
ute liberally  to  the  support  of  the  Gospel.  Mr.  P., 
politically,  votes  the  straight  Republican  ticket,  and 
has  been  the  uniform  encourager  of  the  enterprises 
calculated  to  benefit  the  people  around  him.  He 
is  a  man  of  the  strictest  integrity,  one  whose  word 
is  as  good  as  his  bond,  and  with  his  estimable  fam- 
ily occupies  a  leading  position  in  a  community  of 
intelligent  and  worthy  people. 


ON.  WIELIAM  ALEMAN,  ex-member  of 
the  INIichigan  Eegislature,  and  a  retired 
capitalist  and  banker  at  Sturgis,  and  whose 
portrait  appears  on  the  opposite  page,  has 
made  for  himself  an  enviable  record  as  a  successful 
business  man  and  useful  citizen.  He  first  opened  his 
eyes  to  the  light  on  the  otlier  side  of  the  Atlantic, 
in  Yorkshire,  England,  :May  12,  1818.  When  a 
young  man  twelve  >^ears  of  age  he  emigrated  to 
America,  and  for  the  following  eight  years  lived  in 
Canada,  engaged  at  clerking.  He  left  there  during 
the  Patriot  War  in  1838,  and  came  to  Sturgis;  he 
became  a  student  of  Asbury  rniversity  at  Cireen- 
eastle,  Ind.,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1845. 
He  became  a  resident  of  this  county  in  1838,  and 
at  once  identified  himself  witli  the  matters  most 
nearly  allied  to  its  pros[)erity  and  advancement, 
and  in  1857  and  1877  represented  in  the  State 
lA^gislature  the  district  comprising  one-half  of  the 
county  of  St.  Josei)h,  Mich.  In  1854  he  was  ap- 
pointed Secretary  and  Tivasurer  of  the  Grand 
Hapids  A'  Indiana  Railroad,  which   position   he  oc- 
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cupied  from  the  time  of  its  organization  until  1859, 
a  period  of  four  years. 

Mr.  All  man  was  appointed  a  Trustee  of  Albion 
College,  with  which  he  Avas  connected  a  nnmber  of 
years.  During  his  term  of  service  in  the  Legisla- 
ture there  occurred  the  great  contest  concerning  the 
land  grant  to  railroads  in  the  State  of  Michigan, 
and  concerning  whicli  his  conscientious  and  temper- 
ately uttered  opinions  had  their  due  effect  in  its 
settlement.  He  became  connected  with  the  Eirst 
National  Bank  of  Sturgis  at  its  organization,  and 
subsequently  served  as  its  President  for  nine  years, 
and  nntil  failing  health  compelled  him  to  retire  from 
tlie  Presidency.  He  was  originally  a  Whig,  and 
upon  the  abandonment  of  the  old  jjarty  he  identi- 
fied himself  with  the  Republicans,  of  whose  prin- 
ciples he  has  been  a  warm  supporter  for  over  thirty 
years;  he  is  a  zealous  worker  for  prohibition. 

March  15,  1846,  witnessed  the  marriage  of  our 
subject  with  Miss  Jx)uisa  Eairchilds,  who  was  born 
in  Albany,  N.  Y.,  Nov.  13,  1820.  Her  parents 
were  Julius  and  Lucretia  (Brainard)  Eaii'childs, 
natives  rt^spectively  of  New  York  and  Connecticut, 
the  father  born  Oct.  25,  1791,  and  the  mother,  June 
li')^  1798.  The  father  died  at  his  home  in  Sturgis, 
Jan.  4,  1873,  and  the  mother  Sept.  16,  1868.  The 
former  was  in  his  early  manhood  Captain  of  a 
steamer  on  the  Hudson  River.  Tlieir  family  in- 
cluded twelve  children,  namely:  Jane  A.,  Mary  E., 
Louisa,  Benjamin,  Sally,  Asal  B.,  Emil},  Harriet, 
Julius,  I^ucretia,  Ezra  and  Emily.  Of  these  six  are 
living,  and  residing  in  different  States  of  thePnion. 

The  ])arents  of  our  subject  were  Major  Allman 
and  INlargaret  (Haxby)  Allman,  and  they  were  of 
pure  English  stock.  Tlie  father  was  born  Nov.  22, 
1791,  and  departed  this  life  Dec.  28,  1858,  at  his 
home  in  Sturgis.  In  early  manhood  he  learned  the 
tailor's  trade,  but  being  religiously  inclined,  occu- 
pied the  pulpit  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
for  a  number  of  years  as  a  local  preacher.  Erom 
Sturgis  he  moved  to  Crown  Point,  Ind.,  where  he 
officiated  as  Postmaster  a  number  of  years,  but 
finally,  on  account  of  failing  health,  was  compelled 
to  retire.  At  the  time  of  his  death  there  were  left 
six  children,  four  of  whom  are  still  living,  namely: 
Elizabeth,  Mrs.  Groce,  a  resident  of  Canada,  and 
who  has  been  blind  for  a  number  of  years;  Matilda, 
, •^ 
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the  widow  of  S.  Cade;  William  and  Amos.  John 
died  in  1875,  and  Jabez  in  1885. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  AUman  there  were  born  three 
children,  the  eldest  of  wliom,  Harriet  L.,  died  in 
infancy.  Lucretia  is  the  wife  of  Dr.  T.  F.  Thorn- 
ton, a  practicing  physician  of  Stnrgis;  AVilliam  M. 
married  Miss  Annie,  dangliter  of  Thomas  S.  l>eals, 
of  Detroit,  and  is  cashier  of  the  Xationnl  l>ank  of 
Sturgis. 

Mr.  AUman,  in  1865,  helped  to  establish  tlie 
First  National  r>ank  of  Sturgis,  and  twenty  years 
later,  in  1885,  renewed  the  charter  and  has  since 
been  Vice  President.  He  has  been  a  Director  of 
Schools  many  years,  and  been  active  in  tlie  erection 
of  school  buildings,  believing  soundlj^  in  the  edu- 
cation of  the  young.  He  has  contributed  more  to 
the  support  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
than  any  other  member  of  its  congregation,  giving 
liberall}^  and  cheerfully  as  his  means  justified,  and 
has  held  the  most  imjjortant  offices  therein  for 
forty-five  years,  and  was  Superintendent  of  its  Sun- 
day-school for  over  thirty  years.  In  tlie  i)ul)lic 
meetings  called  for  tlie  discussion  of  the  enterprises 
calculated  for  the  general  good  of  the  community, 
he  has  taken  a  prominent  part,  possessing  as  a 
speaker  rare  talents,  being  forcible  and  convincing 
in  argument.  With  the  exception  ot  Constable,  lie 
lias  held  nearly  all  the  offices  of  the  township.  He 
still  retains  possession  of  the  spot  of  ground  upon 
which  he  first  settled,  and  where  he  has  built  up 
one  of  the  most  comfortal)le  and  attractive  homes 
in  the  city. 


\f]ACOB  BURGER.  There  were  few  among 
I  the  early  settlers  of  St.  Joseph  County  who 
,  took  a  more  thorough  hold  upon  the  esteem 
^^  and  affections  of  the  people  than  the  subject 
of  this  biography,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  who 
came  to  Southern  Michigan  with  his  parents  in 
1847.  He  was  born  in  York  County,  in  the  Key- 
stone State,  March  15,  1830,  and  departed  this  life 
at  his  home  in  Constantine  Township,  Feb.  8,  1882. 
The  beautiful  and  well-appointed  homestead  which 
he  built  up  from  a  tract  of  uncultivated  land, 
left  as  a  rich  heritage  to  his  children,  is  not  as  dear 
to  them  as  the  record  of  his  life,  which  was  that  of 


an  honest  man  and  a  good  citizen.  The  Burger  fam- 
ily it  is  supposed  is  of  German  descent,  the  fore- 
fathers of  our  subject  crossing  the  Atlantic  at  an 
early  period  in  the  history  of  America.  Henry 
Burger,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  also  born  in 
Pennsylvania,  and  upon  reaching  manhood  was 
married  to  Miss  Sarah  Benage,  a  native  of  the  same 
State.  Soon  after  uniting  their  lives  and  fortunes 
they  decided  to  seek  a  home  in  the  West,  and  after 
coming  to  this  county  lived  about  one  year  in 
Mottville  Township.  Thence  they  removed  to 
Constantine  Township,  where  the  father  died  in  the 
spring  of  18GG.  Mrs.  Sarah  Burger  survived  her 
husband  a  period  of  eighteen  years,  remaining 
a  widow,  and  passing  away  at  the  home  of  her  son 
Jacob,  March  20,  1884,  aged  eighty  years  and  two 
months. 

To  Henry  and  Sarah  Burger  there  were  born 
seven  children.  Jacob  was  one  of  the  elder  mem- 
bers of  the  family,  and  grew  up  a  genuine  farmer's 
boy,  strong  of  muscle  and  healthy  of  mind,  and 
when  reaching  manhood  was  fully  competent  to 
enter  upon  his  chosen  calling — that  of  a  farmer. 
At  the  age  of  twenty-four  years  he  was  married, 
Nov.  8,  1854,  to  Miss  Lavina,  daughter  of  William 
and  Catherine  (Brower)  George,  -who,  like  the  Bur- 
gers, were  natives  of  Pennsylvania  and  emigrated  to 
this  county  during  its  early  settlement.  They  lo- 
cated in  Constantine  Township,  where  they  spent 
the  remainder  of  their  days,  dying  at  an  advanced 
age,  the  father  when  ninety  years  old  and  the  mother 
when  ninety-one.  They  were  the  parents  of  five 
children,  of  whom  Mrs.  Burger  was  the  third.  She 
was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  Nov.  2,  1830,  and  was  a 
small  child  when  her  parents  came  to  Michigan. 
She  with  her  husband  w^atched  the  growth  and  de- 
velopment of  this  now  prosperous  commonwealth 
with  that  warm  interest  onl}^  felt  by  those  liberal 
and  public-spirited  citizens  who,  while  having  much 
to  absorb  their  minds  in  their  own  concerns,  were 
nevertheless  not  too  selfish  to  interest  themselves  iu 
the  welfare  of  the  people  around  them. 

Five  children  came  in  due  time  to  the  home  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Burger,  the  eldest  of  whom,  a  daugh- 
ter, Sarah  C,  is  the  wife  of  William  B.  AUerton,  of 
Constantine  Township;  of  William  H.,  the  second 
child   and  eldest  son,    mention   is  made   hereafter; 
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Charles  M.  is  carrying  on  farming  on  his  own  ac- 
count not  far  from  the  old  homestead;  John  J.  died 
when  an  infant  of  fifteen  months,  and  a  little  daugh- 
ter, unnamed,  also  died  in  infancy.  These  young 
people  are  exceptionally  bright,  which  qualities, 
added  to  their  careful  home  training  and  practical 
education,  constitute  them  most  promising  members 
of  the  community. 

William  H.  Burger  was  born  in  Constantine  Town- 
ship, July  12,  1858,  and  was  reared  at  the  home- 
stead, becoming  familiar  with  agricultural  pursuits. 
He  received  a  common-school  education,  at  an  early 
age  developing  those  qualities  which  have  placed 
him  in  the  front  ranks  among  the  leading  men  of 
his  township.  Although  comparatively  young  in 
years  he  has  obtained  a  substantial  foothold  finan- 
cially, and  in  company  with  his  brother  Charles 
owns  and  operates  315  acres  of  improved  land  on 
section  14.  He  carries  on  general  farming  and 
stock-raising,  and  is  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  good 
income.  Politically,  he  gives  his  support  to  the 
Republican  party.     He  is  unmarried. 
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(l^^  AMU  EL  TEESDALE,  senior  member  of  the 

^^^^    firm    of  Samuel  Teesdale  &  Son,  manufact- 

(l\/^J   urers  of  bent  woodwork  and  w^agon-makers' 

supplies,  in  Constantine,  is  a  well-known  and 

honored  citizen  of  St.  Joseph  County,  and  has  been 

identified  with  its  business  and  industrial  interests 

for   many  years,    formerly   manufacturing  wagons, 

carriages,  etc.,  as  well  as  the  present  articles  with 

which  he  supplies  the  market. 

Mr.  Teesdale  is  a  son  of  one  of  the  earh^  pioneers 
of  St.  Joseph  County,  and  may  be  denominated  a 
pioneer  himself,  as  he  w\as  nearly  grown  to  man- 
hood's estate  wdien  he  accompanied  his  father  from 
his  native  land  across  the  Atlantic  to  Michigan, 
in  1834,  and  not  long  after  established  himself  in 
business  here.  He  was  born  in  Lincolnshire,  En- 
gland, near  the  old  city  of  Boston,  March  9,  1815. 
His  father,  Samuel  Teesdale,  was  likewise  a  native 
of  that  shire,  as  was  his  mother,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Mary  Evason,  who  died  in  England  in  1832. 
In  1834  the  father  of  our  subject  emigrated  to  the 
United    States   with   his    (children,   and   coming  to 


Michigan,  located  in  that  part  of  St.  Joseph  County 
now  known  as  Florence  Township,  on  the  edge  of 
White  Pigeon  Prairie,  and  thus  became  one  of  the 
earliest  settlers  of  that  tow^nship.  He  lived  there 
some  twenty  years,  clearing  his  land  and  carrying 
on  agriculture,  and  then  sold  his  property  there, 
and  bought  a  place  in  Constantine  Township,  on 
the  line  between  that  township  and  Mottville.  He 
afterward  sold  his  farm  there,  and  retired  to  private 
life  in  the  home  of  his  daughter,  the  late  Mrs. 
William  Heywood,  with  whom  he  lived  until  his 
death,  in  1865.  He  was  the  father  of  eight  chil- 
dren, of  whom  our  subject  was  the  second  in  order 
of  birth. 

Samuel  Teesdale  passed  the  early  years  of  his  life 
in  the  land  of  his  nativity,  living  with  his  parents 
until  he  was  thirteen  years  old,  when  he  was  ap- 
prenticed to  learn  the  wagon-maker's  trade  and 
wheelwrighting.  He  served  an  apprenticeship  of 
five  3^ears,  and  then  accompanied  his  father's  fam- 
ily to  this  country,  in  1834.  He  worked  one  year 
at  White  Pigeon,  at  joiner  work,  and  at  the  expira- 
tion of  that  time  came  to  Constantine,  and  started  in 
the  wagon-making  business  in  a  small  wa}'.  For 
nearly  fifty  years  he  w^as  engaged  in  the  manufacture 
of  wagons  and  carriages,  and  gradually,  by  strictly 
honorable  dealings  and  close  application  to  his  busi- 
ness down  to  the  minutest  detail,  he  built  up  an  ex- 
tensive trade.  He  used  none  but  the  best  material 
in  his  work,  and  his  vehicles  were  so  well  made 
and  so  durable  that  they  met  with  a  ready  sale. 
In  1882  he  added  the  manufacture  of  bent  wood- 
work to  his  business,  still  continuing  the  manufact- 
ure of  carriages  and  wagons  for  a  short  time.  In 
the  same  year  he  admitted  his  son  into  partnershii) 
with  him,  and  then  discontinued  the  latter  branch 
of  his  business,  they  now  giving  their  attention  en- 
tirely to  the  manufacture  of  bent  woodwork  and 
wagon-maker's  supplies,  which  the}^  carry  on  very 
profitably-. 

Our  subject  has  been  twice  married.  His  first 
wife,  to  w4iom  he  was  married  on  Pigeon  Prairie 
in  1840,  was  Miss  Elizabeth  Wellburn,  a  native  of 
Yorkshire,  England.  She  bore  him  three  children, 
as  follows:  Mary,  now  the  wife  of  Mr.  Hall,  of 
Grand  Rapids;  Eliza,  the  w^ife  of  Levi  Machimer, 
and  Joseph,  both  residents  of    Constantine.     Mrs. 
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Teesdale,  a  woman  of  excellent  character,  who  was 
highly  respected  b}'^  all  who  knew  her,  departed  this 
life  in  Constantine,  in  1849.  Mr.  Teesdale  was 
married  to  his  present  wife,  formerly  Miss  Frances 
E.Bryan,  in  1850.  She  was  the  fourth  child  of  a 
family  of  twelve,  born  to  the  late  John  and  Sarah 
(Babcock)  Brj-an,  and  her  birth  occurred  in  Mos- 
cow, Livingston  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Feb.  16,  1820.  Her 
parents  were  among  the  earliest  settlers  of  Michi- 
gan, removing  from  their  native  State  to  Ypsilanti 
in  1823.  The  team  that  carried  their  goods  from 
Detroit  to  that  place  was  the  first  that  made  its 
way  through  the  woods,  cutting  a  road  and  blazing 
the  wa}^  and  occupjing  five  days  in  going  less 
than  thirty  miles.  Before  that  goods  had  been 
shipped  down  the  river,  a  roundabout  and  expen- 
sive route.  When  the  emigrants  arrived  at  their 
destination  they  found  but  five  families  who  had 
preceded  them,  and  they  were  settled  on  an  eligible 
place  about  a  mile  outside  the  present  limits  of 
the  flourishing  city  of  Ypsilanti.  They  remained 
there  until  1834,  and  came  to  St.  Joseph  County 
in  December  of  that  year,  casting  in  their  lot  with 
the  very  few  pioneers  who  had  preceded  them  in 
Constantine.  They  afterward  removed  to  a  farm 
in  Constantine  Township,  and  subsequently  took  up 
their  home  in  Constantine,  w4iere  they  spent  the 
remainder  of  their  lives.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Teesdale  are 
the  parents  of  five  children  by  this  marriage,  two 
of  whom  are  living,  Lois  and  John  B.  The  latter  is 
in  business  with  his  father,  and  Lois  is  the  wife  of 
H.  J.  Felker,  of  Grand  Rapids.  The  other  chil- 
dren died  in  infancy. 

It  has  been  Mr.  Teesdale's  fortune  to  witness  the 
greater  part  of  the  development  of  St.  Joseph 
County  from  the  wilderness,  and,  coming  here  in 
the  strength  and  vigor  of  early  manhood,  and  with 
great  enterprise  establishing  a  business  which  in 
time  became  one  of  the  important  industries  of  St. 
Joseph  County,  he  has  been  no  mean  factor  in  pro- 
moting the  material  advancment  of  the  county,  and 
in  him  Constantine  has  found  a  useful,  exemplary 
citizen.  A  man  of  fine  character,  well  dowered 
with  firmness,  activity  and  enterprise,  together  with 
sound  principles  and  lofty  religious  convictions, 
his  life  has  been  a  success,  both  from  a  financial  and 
moral   standpoint.     He   is   blessed    with  a  wife  of 


il 


more  than  ordinary  intelligence  and  capability,  who 
can  sympathize  with  and  share  his  beliefs,  and 
who  at  the  same  time  knows  well  how  to  manage 
her  household  affairs,  and  to  make  home  pleasant 
and  attractive  to  its  inmates.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tees- 
dale are,  and  have  been  for  many  years,  among  the 
leading  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
and  he  has  borne  a  conspicuous  part  in  the  manage- 
ment of  its  affairs,  holding  church  office  continuously 
for  forty  years,  having  serv^ed  as  Trustee,  Steward. 
Class-Leader  and  Chorister,  having  led  the  choir 
for  about  forty  years.  In  ante  bellum  days  Mr. 
Teesdale  was  a  strong  Abolitionist,  and  was  one  of 
the  first  five  in  Constantine  who  voted  the  Abolir 
tion  ticket.  He  was  one  of  the  first  to  join  the 
Republican  party,  and  through  the  war  and  after- 
ward was  a  strong  supporter  of  its  policy.  The 
prohibition  movement  appealed  to  his  sympathy  as 
a  strong  temperance  man,  and  he  was  one  of  the 
first  to  join  the  party  after  its  organization,  and 
still  continues  to  act  with  it.  A  thoroughly  good 
man  and  citizen,  he  deserves  this  place  among  tlie 
honored  citizens  of  St.  Joseph  County. 

RANCLS  G.  HEALD,  D.  D.  S.  Prominent 
among  the  rising  members  of  the  dental 
j]^  ^^  profession  in  Southern  Michigan  is  the  gen- 
tleman whose  name  appears  at  the  head  of  this  brief 
biographical  notice.  He  is  a  native  of  New  York, 
born  in  Kingston,  Ulster  County,  Nov.  12,  1862. 
His  parents,  Abel  and  Celestia  (Granger)  Heald, 
were  both  natives  of  the  Empire  State,  and  re- 
mained there  many  years  after  their  marriage.  In 
1867  they  removed  with  their  family  to  Indiana, 
and  settled  in  Elkhart,  where  Mr.  Heald  engaged  in 
the  hardware  business.  He  established  a  flourishing 
trade,  and  continued  thus  engaged  until  his  death, 
in  September,  1879.  To  him  and  his  wife  were 
born  six  children,  of  whom  three  are  living,  namely : 
Francis  G. ;  Cora,  who  resides  with  her  mother  in 
Elkhart,  and  Sheldon,  a  student  in  the  School  of 
Pharmacy  in  Chicago. 

Our  subject  was  but  four  years  of  age  when  his 
parents  removed  to  Elkhart,  and  he  there  received 
the   preliminaries    of    his    education   in   its    public 
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schools.  He  afterward  attended  the  Indiana  Dental 
College,  at  Indianapolis,  from  which  he  was  gradu- 
ated in  March,  1 882.  After  receiving  his  diploma  he 
worked  one-lialf  year  with  Dr.  Harris,  of  Chicago. 
Meeting  with  unusual  success  while  there,  Dr.  Heald 
was  encouraged  to  establish  himself  in  business  on 
his  own  account,  and  accordingljs  in  the  spring  of 
1883,  he  visited  Sturgis,  and  being  pleased  with  its 
location  and  business  inducements,  he  determined 
to  make  his  home  here.  Since  establishing  himself 
here  he  has  met  with  good  success,  and  has  built  up 
a  large  and  lucrative  business,  and  is  now  one  of 
tlie  most  popular  dental  surgeons  in  the  county. 
Dr.  Heald  keeps  apace  with  the  newest  methods 
used  by  his  professional  brethren,  and  he  stands 
deservedly  high  in  his  calling,  his  skill  and  excel- 
lent workmanship  being  especially  commended  by 
all  his  patrons. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  with  Alice  M., 
daughter  of  John  C.  and  Caroline  (Mathewson) 
Bennett,  was  solemnized  Feb.  28,  1888.  She  was 
born  and  reared  in  Sturgis,  and  is  a  young  lady  of 
much  culture  and  refinement.  Dr.  Heald  and  his 
wife  are  much  esteemed  througiiout  the  community 
for  their  many  pleasant  social  qualities.  Though 
not  connected  with  any  religious  organization,  both 
are  interested  in  the  moral  as  well  as  the  educa- 
tional and  material  advancement  of  their  town  and 
county. 

'©)^ — tiTt^ 

\f?  ACOB  S.  GENTZLER  is  one  of  the  leading 
farmers  and  stock-raisers  of  St.  Josei)h 
County,  owning  and  managing  one  of  the 
largest  and  most  valuable  farms  in  or  near 
Constantine  Township,  finely  located  on  section  25. 
On  this  he  and  his  family  have  a  beautiful  home, 
as  he  has  erected  one  of  the  handsomest  residences 
in  Southern  Michigan,  and  has  fitted  it  up  with  all 
the  modern  conveniences.  His  farm  is  supplied 
with  substantial  and  commodious  barns,  and  otlier 
necessary  buildings,  and  all  kinds  of  machinery  for 
cultivating  the  land,  or  in  any  way  facilitating  the 
labors  of  the  farm. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Washington  Township, 
York  Co.,  Pa.,  Sept.  20,  183:).  being  the  sixth  child 
in    the    family    of    eJacob    and    Elizabeth    (vSpeck) 


Gentzler.  (For  further  parental  history  see  sketch 
of  Adam  Gentzler,  elder  brother  of  our  subject, 
under  whose  name  a  full  history  of  the  family  is 
given.) 

The  boyhood  of  our  subject  was  passed  on  his 
father's  farm  in  his  native  county,  and  he  received 
a  common-school  education.  He  was  about  six- 
teen years  old  Avhen  he  came  here  with  his  parents, 
in  1849,  but  before  coming  to  Michigan  he  learned 
the  carding  and  fulling  business,  and  was  engaged 
at  that  for  five  years;  aside  from  that  he  has  been 
engaged  chiefly  in  farming  and  stock-dealing,  en- 
gaging in  the  latter  for  upward  of  twenty  years. 
He  owns  little  less  than  500  acres  in  St.  Joseph 
County,  and  the  broad,  well-tilled  fields,  with  the 
fine  herds  of  cattle  and  horses,  all  of  good  stock, 
and  the  neat  and  commodious  buildings,  with  all 
the  modern  conveniences,  constitute  a  model  farm, 
with  all  its  accessories.  Mr.  Gentzler  erected  a  fine 
house,  which  was  destroyed  by  fire  March  23, 
1873.  He  immediately  replaced  it  by  one  finer 
and  more  costly,  and  now  has  one  of  the  most  ele- 
gant residences  in  St.  Joseph  County. 

Our  subject  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Elizabeth  Lehmer,  in  Constantine  Township.  April 
27.  1854.  She  was  born  in  Carroll  Township, 
York  Co.,  Fa.,  March  12,  1835,  being  the  youngest 
of  the  four  children,  two  sons  and  two  daughters, 
of  John  and  Susanna  (Fickes)  Lehmer.  Her  par- 
ents were  natives  of  Y'ork  County,  Pa.,  and  were 
there  married,  and  made  their  residence  there  for 
several  3^ears  afterward.  In  1855  they  came  to 
Michigan,  and  settled  in  Constantine  Township, 
where  they  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  Of 
the  five  children  born  to  our  subject  and  his  wife, 
but  two,  John  W.  and  Adam  H.,  are  now  living, 
the  others  dying  in  infancy.  John  married  Mary 
A.  Stears,  daughter  of  Thomas  Stears,  of  Florence 
Township,  and  they  now  reside  in  Constantine 
Township. 

Mr.  Gentzler  has  accumulated  his  wealth  by  the 
exercise  of  rare  business  talent  and  clear  judgment. 
He  is  a  man  of  great  decision  of  character,  with 
strong  opinions,  which  he  does^uotlhesitate  to  ex- 
press on  proper  occasions.  A  man  "of  his  ability, 
worth  and  wealth,  necessarily  wields  a  strong  influ 
ence  in  his  community.  This  is  especially  true  in 
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regard  to  educational  matters,  in  which  he  is  deeply 
interested,  as  he  believes  that  education  is  the  surest 
foundation  for  a  successful  and  useful  life.  He  is 
a  sincerely  religious  man,  and  he  and  his  wife  ,are 
prominent  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  hav^- 
ing  done  much  toward  building  it  up  and  sustain- 
ing it  financially.  He  has  been  Trustee  of  the 
church,  and  as  a  member  of  the  building  committee, 
was  active  in  securing  the  erection  of  the  present 
house  of  worship  in  Constantine  Village. 

ON.  THOMAS  MITCHELL.  The  wealth 
and  prosperity  of  Constantine  are  wholly 
due  to  the  men  whose  judgment  singled  it 
out  as  an  eligible  point  for  business  in  the 
midst  of  a  country  possessing  rich  resources  ready 
for  development  by  master  hands  and  minds. 
Prominent  among  these  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
who  was  for  many  years  influential  in  building  up 
its  business  interests,  and  thus  while  contril)uting  to 
the  advancement  of  the  growth  and  prosperity  of 
St.  Joseph  County,  materially  added  to  his  own  fort- 
une, and  was  enabled  to  retire  on  a  handsome  com- 
petence in  1867,  while  scarcely  past  the  meridian 
of  life.  Though  not  among  the  earliest  settlers  of 
this  county  he  may  well  be  considered  one  of  its 
pioneers,  as  it  can  scarcely  have  emerged  in  any 
great  degree  from  its  original  wildness  when  he  first 
came  here,  and  he  'has  witnessed  and  aided  its 
present  advanced  state  of  civilization. 

Our  subject  is  of  Scotch-Irish  descent,  his  father, 
John  Mitchell,  having  been  born  in  the  North  of 
Ireland,  w^here  his  ancestors  had  settled,  coming 
originally  from  Scotland.  Mr.  Mitchell's  grand- 
mother was  born  in  Glasgow,  Scotland.  His  mother, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Lois  Hall,  was  born  in 
Washington  County,  N.  Y.,  and  she  there  spent  the 
earlier  part  of  her  life.  The  grandparents  of  our 
subject  emigrated  to  America  in  1798,  bringing 
their  infant  son  John  with  them.  The  latter  was 
born  in  1797,  and  on  arriving  at  a  proper  age  was 
apprenticed  to  the  trade  of  carpenter  and  joiner, 
which  he  followed  for  many  years.  He  w^as  a  con- 
tractor and  builder  at  Oswego,  N.  Y.,  subsequently 
becoming  a  farmer,  which  latter  occupation  he  en- 


gaged in  until  his  death,  which  occurred  at  Fulton, 
N.  Y.,  in  1858.  His  wife  died  in  1831.  Both  were 
justly  held  in  high  consideration,  as  they  were 
people  of  prudent,  thrifty  habits,  and  were  kind, 
careful  and  thoughtful  in  their  relations  with  their 
neighbors  and  friends. 

Our  subject  was  the  second  of  the  five  children 
born  to  those  worthy  peoi)le,  and  Greenwich,  Wash- 
ington Co.,  N.  Y.,  was  his  place  of  birth,  and  June 
25,  1819,  the  date  of  that  important  event  in  his 
life.  His  early  years  were  spent  on  his  father's 
farm  until  he  attained  his  majority.  At  about  that 
time  he  engaged  in  the  foundry  business  in  Oswego 
County,  N.  Y.,  following  it  there  for  two  years. 
His  next  move  was  to  Syracuse,  in  his  native  State, 
where  he  pursued  the  same  business  for  three  years. 
In  October.  1843,  Mr.  Mitchell,  seeing  in  the  then 
young  State  of  Michigan  a  fine  opening  for  his 
business,  came  to  St.  Joseph  County,  and  estab- 
lished a  foundry  in  Constantine,  which  he  managed 
with  marked  financial  success  until  1860.  He  then 
abandoned  that  business,  and  subsequently  turned 
his  attention  to  the  hardware  trade,  which  he  car- 
ried on  very  profitably  from  1865  until  1867,  when 
he  sold  out  and  retired  to  private  life,  at  least  as 
far  as  actively  engaging  in  any  extensive  business 
transactions  was  concerned,  devoting  his  leisure  to 
looking  after  his  property,  or  emerging  from  the 
quietude  of  his  home  to  take  part  in  the  manage- 
ment of  public  affairs.  Mr.  Mitchell  was  one  of 
the  charter  members  of  the  First  National  Bank  of 
Constantine,  and  has  been  continuously  a  Director 
since  its  organization  in  1866,  and  has  been  for  a 
long  time  and  is  now  one  of  the  Bank  Fxamining 
Committee. 

The  Hon.  Thomas  Mitchell  and  Miss  Melinda  E. 
Stafford,  a  native  of  Madison  County,  N.  Y.,  were 
united  in  marriage  in  Constantine  Village  in  June, 
1847.  She  is  the  daughter  of  the  late  David  and 
Kate  (Gates)  Stafford,  who  came  to  Michigan  in 
1843  and  cast  in  their  lot  with  the  pioneers  of  St. 
Joseph  County,  and  our  subject  was  in  the  foundry 
business  with  the  father  for  a  short  time.  Mrs. 
Stafford  died  in  Constantine,  and  Mr.  Stafford  re- 
turned to  his  old  home  in  New  York,  where  he 
died.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mitchell  have  a  pleasant  home 
in  a  substantial,  well-appointed  residence,  and  their 
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happy  wedded  life  has  been  blessed  to  them  by  the 
birth  of  four  children,  of  whom  the  following  is 
recorded :  Mary  M.  is  the  wife  of  E.  W.  Keightley ; 
Stafford  T.  is  a  student  in  the  law  department  of 
tlie  State  University  at  Ann  Arbor;  one  child  died 
in  infancy;  Kittie  died  when  fifteen  years  old. 

Mr.  Mitchell  is  a  gentleman  of  dignified  bearing, 
of  true  refinement,  and  of  unimpeachable  integrity. 
His  fellow-citizens  recognize  his  worth  and  ability, 
tmd  have  called  him  at  various  times  to  fill  respon- 
hible  offices,  and  the  town  and  county  have  in  such 
cases  invariably  commanded  his  most  efficient  and 
faithful  service.  He  has  been  Supervisor  of  the 
township,  and  has  been  Justice  of  the  Peace.  He 
was  elected  to  the  Legislature  in  the  fall  of  1858, 
and  served  one  term  with  distinction.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  being  identified 
with  Siloam  Lodge  No.  35,  F.  &  A.  M.,  Con- 
stantine  Chapter  No.  61,  R.  A.,  and  Three  Rivers 
Commandery  No.  29,  K.  T.  He  takes  an  active 
part  in  political  matters,  and  in  him  the  Republican 
party  finds  one  of  its  ablest  advocates. 


ANIEL  AV.  RANK.  Among  the  many  ex- 
ani|)les  we  have  about  us  of  wluit  energy 
and  perseveVance  will  accomi)lislK  none 
in-esent  evidence  of  greater  success  than  is 
re})resented  in  the  life  and  [)ast  career  of  the  gen- 
tleman w^hose  name  heads  this  sketch,  who.  since  he 
was  fourteen  years  of  age.  has  l)een  <)l)liged  to  pro- 
vide for  his  wants  by  his  own  efforts  and  exertions, 
which  he  has  so  successfully  done  that  lie  is  now 
the  owner  of  a  first-class  l)akery  and  grocery  store 
in  AVhite  Pigeon.  His  father.  Andrew^  Rank,  was 
a  native  of  AVhite  Deer  Valley.  Milton  C\)..  Pa., 
where  our  subject  was  born  May  22.  1851.  The 
education  that  he  received  was  obtained  at  Danville, 
Pa.,  where  he  resided  until  he  came  to  White  Pigeon 
in   18()5. 

Mr.  Rank  was  fourteen  years  old  when  he  ar- 
lived  here,  and  from  that  day  to  the  present  he  has 
been  obliged  to  depend  entirely  on  his  own  exer- 
tions. In  the  early  days  of  his  residence  here  he 
^old  peanuts  at  the  depot,  in  which  l)usiness  he  put 
as  much  vim  and  energy  as  thongli  he  were  tran- 
^•^ « 


sacting  a  })usiness  amounting  to  thousands  of  dol- 
lars, and  he  made  a  success  of  it.  Being  offered  an 
opportunity  to  better  his  condition  he  went  to  Elk- 
hart. Ind..  in  18()9.  and  w^orked  in  tlie  Lake  Shore 
ci^  Alichigan  Southern  Round  Mouse,  and  later  in 
the  starch  mill  for  several  years.  AVhile  in  Elk- 
hart he  learned  the  leaking  trade.  In  the  spring  of 
1878  he  came  back  to  AVhite  l^igeon  and  established 
his  i)resent  business.  At  that  time  his  entire  worldly 
[)ossessions  amounted  to  1140. 

From  the  humble  l)eginning  mentioned  our  sub- 
ject ]U)Av  owns  Ills  property  and  has  a  large  and  in- 
creasing trade,  w^hicll  represents  tlie  investment  of 
between  $1,500  and  $2,000.  All  his  dealings  are 
notably  fair  and  honest,  and  in  mercantile  circles 
he  is  known  to  be  a  man  of  undoul)ted  integrity 
and  substantial  business  ability,  and  in  his  life  we 
find  an  excellent  example  that  the  young  man  jtist 
embarking  in  the  field  of  active  life  may  follow  to 
good  advantage,  and  it  shows  w-hat  may  be  accom-  • 
plished  by  a  man  w^ho  began  i)oor,  and  adopted  the 
})rinciples  of  honesty,  prudence  and  industry  as  his 
guide,  Avhich  principles  are  guide  boards  along  the 
road  to  success. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  w^as  married  to  INIiss 
Carrie  Dider,  April  6,  1881.  She  w^as  born  here, 
Nov.  21,  1857.  She  is  the  daughter  of  John  Di- 
der. a  highly  res|)ected  resident  of  the  town.  The 
present  success  that  her  husband  has  achieved  is  to 
a  great  extent  due  to  her  faithful  and  industrious 
attention  given  the  business.  She  assists  him  ma- 
terially in  the  store,  and  may  be  found  at  her  [)Ost 
at  all  times,  and  never  under  any  circumstances 
avoiding  a  duty,  however  unpleasant  it  may  be, 
that  w411  contribute  in  any  w^ay  to  their  ultimate  suc- 
cess. It  is  the  desire  of  both  husband  and  wdfe  to 
accpiire  a  competency,  Avliich,  in  the  evening  of  life, 
will  allow  them  a  season  of  rest  and  quiet,  and  it  is 
admitted  that  they  are  on  the  l)road  road  to  a  reali- 
zation of  their  hopes. 

The  grandfather  of  our  subject  left  him  some 
monev,  but  as  has  often  hapi)ened  before,  the  ad- 
ministrator to  Avhom  the  settlement  of  the  estate 
Avas  entrusted,  applied  the  funds  to  liis  ow^n  per- 
sonal use,  ignoring  the  rights  of  our  subject. 
Sonn^  other  valuable  i)roperty  in  Pennsylvania 
shoidd  have  come  to  Mr.  Rank,  but  it  has  been  sue- 
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eessfiilly  withheld  until  the  Statute  of  Limitations 
intervened,  and  he  is  now  left  without  recourse. 

Our  subject  attends  strictly  to  his  business,  and 
has  steadily  refused  political  preferments  that  have 
been  tendered  him  by  his  friends.  He  does  not 
boast  of  the  flourisiiing  condition  of  liis  business, 
but  wisely  holds  his  own  council  as  to  his  plans  and 
future  prospects.  It  is  enough  to  say  that  he  is 
very  |)rosperous.  He  is  an  esteemed  member  of 
the  Masonic  fraternity.  Mrs.  Rank  is  an  earnest 
and  consistent  member  of  the  Reformed  Churcli. 

^/  AMES  KENNEDY,  of  Sturgis,  agent  for  the 
Phillips  Fanning  Mill,  is  a  solicitor  of  many 
years'  experience,  and  has  been  very  success- 
ful in  introducing  the  said  mill  into  general 
use  throughout  Indiana,  Illinois  and  Missouri.  He 
came  to  Sturgis  in  1854,  and  for  several  years  was 
identified  with  its  industries,  both  as  a  manufacturer 
and  agriculturist,  before  entering  upon  his  present 
business. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Monroe  Count3^  N.  Y., 
near  the  city  of  Rochester,  Dec.  11,  1830.  His 
father,  John  Kenned}',  a  Scotchman  by  birth,  emi- 
grated from  his  native  heaths  in  old  Scotland  in  the 
earl}^  days  of  tlie  settlement  of  Monroe  County,  and 
became  one  of  the  original  settlers  of  the  present 
site  of  Rochester.  There  was  then  but  one  house, 
a  rude  log  cabin,  covered  with  shakes,  on  the  spot 
where  a  great  city  now  stands,  and  there  were  no 
streets,  the  highways  consisting  of  Indian  trails. 
John  Kennedy  married  Cynthia  Ball,  and  to  them 
came  five  children,  of  whom  our  subject  was  one. 
Mr.  Kennedy  had  three  children  by  a  previous 
marriage. 

He  of  whom  we  write  received  but  a  limited 
education  in  the  schools  of  his  native  county,  as  he 
had  to  work  hard  and  could  attend  school  but  little. 
This  defective  education  of  his  earlier  years  he  has 
greatly  improved  by  observation  and  intelligent 
reading.  He  came  to  Michigan  in  the  fall  of  1850, 
a  little  ahead  of  the  railways.  In  1854  he  came  to 
this  township  from  his  home  in  Branch  County,  and 
has  since  lived  here.  He  was  actively  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits  until  1864,  when  he  came  into 


the  village  of  Sturgis,  and  the  following  fifteen 
years  was  engaged  in  selling  pumps,  and  a  part  of 
the  time  in  their  manufacture,  although  he  was  on 
the  road  mostly.  Since  1877  he  has  been  engaged 
in  the  fanning-mill  business,  and  travels  by  team 
over  Indiana,  Illinois  and  Missouri,  doing  a  fine 
business,  as  his  pleasant,  frank  manners  and  his 
undoubted  honesty  (piickly  gain  him  popularity 
with  the  people  among  whom  he  travels,  and  he 
easily  makes  sales. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  with  IMiss  Martha 
C.  Morse  took  place  April  20,  1854.  Mrs.  Kennedy 
was  born  in  New  York  State,  Aug.  IG,  1831.  She 
is  the  daughter  of  E.  Z.  Morse,  of  Cass  County,  and 
Permelia  (Tyler)  Morse,  the  first  still  living  and  the 
latter  deceased.  Four  children  have  been  born  to 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kennedy,  three  of  whom  live,  namely : 
Ella,  Frank  and  Edward.  The  name  of  the  deceased 
child  was  Myrtie,  who  died  at  the  age  of  ten  years. 
Ella  married  Edwin  G.  Thompson,  editor  of  the 
Ligonier  Leader^  and  they  have  three  children — 
Martha,  Grace  and  Jamie.  Frank  married  Lizzie 
Nolton,  and  the}'  live  at  Adrian,  Mich.,  and  have 
one  child,  Bessie.  Mrs.  Kennedy  is  a  woman  of 
superior  character,  and  an  active  worker  in  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of  which  she  is  an  es- 
teemed member. 

The  emplo.yers  of  our  subject  place  the  utmost 
confidence  in  his  worth  and  ability,  and  he  has  never 
betrayed  their  trust.  He  has  always  worked  for 
their  best  interest,  and  is  regarded  by  them  as  one  of 
their  best  salesmen.  He  is  well  esteemed  by  his  fel- 
low-citizens, and  he  and  his  wife  are  pleasantly  situ- 
ated in  a  cozy  home. 


ON.  JOHN  HAMILTON,  ex-incmber  of  the 
Michigan  Legislature,  did  good  stM'vicc  in 
that  body  during  the  session  of  1879,  olli- 
(^  cintingns  n  member  of  some  of  its  most  im- 
jjortant  c(jmmittees.  namely,  supi)lies  nnd  expendi- 
tures, and  agriculture,  and  was  interested  in  various 
other  measures  under  discussion  at  that  time.  He 
has  long  1)een  recognized  as  one  of  the  most  (enter- 
prising farmers  of  Constant ine  Townshi[),  hut  in 
the  spring  of  1882  I'etired  from  the  active   labor.^ 
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connected  therewith ,  and  is  now  taking  his  ease  at 
n  pleasant  home  not  far  from  the  town  limits.  He 
is  the  owner  of  126  acres  of  valuable  land,  which  is 
provided  with  a  fine  set  of  buildings,  and  which  is 
now  operated  by  his  son  AV^illiam. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Wooster,  Wayne  Co., 
Ohio.  Sept.  1,  1812,  at  the  modest  homestead  of 
his  parents,  AVilliam  and  Nancy  (Ingmyer)  Ham- 
ilton, wlio  were  natives  respectively  of  Heaver 
Oounty,  Pa.,  and  of  ^Maryland.  ^V\\q\  came  to 
Michigan  Territory  in  the  spring  of  1832,  arriv- 
ing here  May  28,  and  settled  in  Oonstantine  Town- 
si  lil),  where  tlie  father  battled  with  the  elements  of 
a  new  soil  and  succeeded  in  building  up  a  comfort- 
able liomestead.  Here  both  i)arents  spent  the  re- 
mainder of  their  days,  William  Hamilton  pass- 
ing away  Dec.  4,  1862,  and  his  excellent  wife 
Ai)ril  17,  1852.  They  reared  a  tine  family  of 
eight  children,  four  sons  and  four  daughters,  tivo 
of  whom  are  living,  our  subject  and  William,  a  res- 
ident of  Dundas,  IVHun. 

John  Hamilton  was  a  young  man  twenty  years 
of  age  when  he  accompanied  his  parents  to  this 
county,  and  since  that  time  has  l)een  a  resident  of 
Oonstantine  Township.  The  people  of  this  region 
have  thus  had  alnindant  opportunity  to  make  his 
accpiaintance,  and  the  fact  that  they  have  entrusted 
him  at  various  times  with  matters  of  great  impor- 
tance indicates  the  esteem  and  confidence  in  which 
he  is  lield.  Politically,  he  is  a  member  of  the 
Democratic  i)art\',  and  was  elected  to  the  Legisla- 
ture in  a  Pepublican  county,  running  on  a  National 
ticket.  He  is  broad  and  liberal-muided  in  Ids 
views,  a  man  well  informed  and  not  easily  turned 
from  Ins  ])ui'[)Ose.  Few  men  are  more  widely  or 
favoral)ly  knowii  tliroughout  this  region.  He  has 
built  up  for  himself  a  good  record  as  a  man  and 
citizen,  one  of  which  his  posterity  will  have  no 
reason  to  l>e  ashamed. 

Miss  Nancy  l\^e,  of  Constantine  Township,  be- 
came the  wife  of  our  sul)ject  Nov.  13,  1834.  Mrs. 
Hamilton  was  born  in  Stark  Oounty,  Ohio,  Nov. 
13,  1812,  being  a  few^  months  the  junior  of  her  hus- 
band. Their  union  was  blessed  by  the  birth  of 
twelve  children,  of  whom  the  record  is  as  follows: 
P'.lizabeth  became  the  wife  of  William  Sloate,  a 
resident    of    Florence   T'ownship  ;   Sarah   married 


Andrew  Morrison,  of  Fabius  Township  ;  Margaret 
is  the  widoAv  of  Francis  (Jreene,  and  resides  in  Con- 
stantine; AYilliam  P.  married  Miss  elulia  Kynerson, 
and  they  are  comfortably  located  on  a  farm  not  far 
from  the  Hamilton  homestead;  they  liave  one  child, 
a  daughter,  Blanche  M.  Matilda  A.  married  Isaac 
l>orn,  a  well-to-do  farmer  of  Florence  Township; 
John  w^as  first  married  to  Miss  Eliza  Dentler,  now 
deceased;  his  second  wife  was  Miss  Susan  (iross, 
and  the^^  live  in  Park  Township.  Nanc},  Mrs. 
Curtis  Powell,  is  a  resident  of  Cass  County,  this 
State;  George  married  I>etsey  Crentzler,  and  tliey 
live  on  a  farm  in  Constantine  Township;  Harriet. 
Mrs.  Franklin  Dentler,  is  a  resident  of  l^arkville; 
Henry  T.  is  in  business  in  Constantine.  Two  are 
deceased:  Charles  when  nine  months  old,  and  Ella 
when  fifteen  years  of  age. 

INIrs.  Nancy  (Poe)  Hamilton  departed  this  life 
at  the  family  residence  in  Constantine,  Jan.  10, 
1881.  She  Avas  a  native  of  Stark  County,  Ohio, 
and  a  lady  greatly  respected  \)j  the  people  of  this 
county,  who  knew  her  so  long  and  well.  She  encour- 
aged her  husband  in  his  worthy  ambitions  and  was 
liis  true  and  faithful  lielpmate  during  all  the  years 
of  their  wedded  life.  Her  parents  were  natives  of 
l\mnsylvania,  and  the  mother  died  in  Ohio,  the 
fatlier  in  Cass  County,  INIich.  The  Hamilton 
famih^  is  of  Irish  origin,  and  is  represented  in 
America  at  a  very  early  period  in  its  history,  be- 
fore the  opening  of  the  Revolutionary  War.  The 
subject  of  this  sketch  is  one  of  its  most  worthy 
descendants,  a  man  who  has  left  his  mark  among  the 
early  settlers  of  Soutliern  Michigan,  and  who  will 
be  remend)ered  long  after  he  has  departed  hence. 

On  both  sides  the  grandparents  of  Mr.  Hamilton 
took  ])art  in  the  struggle  for  indei)endence.  His 
grandfather,  Thomas  Hamilton,  entered  tlie  patriot 
army  as  a  private,  but  for  gallant  and  meritorious 
conduct  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  Captain,  and 
served  from  the  beginning  of  the  war  until  inde- 
pendence was  achieved.  William,  father  of  our 
subject,  speaking  of  his  father,  often  told  his  cliil- 
dren  what  had  been  told  him  by  his  parents;  that 
from  the  time  he  was  six  months  old  until  he  was 
over  three  years  of  age  he  never  saw  his  father, 
who  during  all  that  time  was  with  his  command  in 
the  field.     Returning  to  the  pursuits   of  peace  he 
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settled  down  on  a  farm  in  Wayne  County,  Ohio, 
and  there  the  old  soldier  lived  many  years  to  enjoy 
the  blessings  of  peace  which  his  sword  had  helped 
to  win.  During  the  second  war  with  Great  Britain 
lie  again  engaged  in  the  service  of  his  country,  and 
was  one  of  the  gallant  l)and  who  defended  tlie  fron- 
tier against  the  incursions  of  the  savage  allies  of 
the  British.  Full  of  years  and  honors,  the  brave 
patriot  passed  away  about  the  year  1826,  leaving 
to  his  descendants  a  name  of  wlucli  they  may  well 
be  proud. 

Mr.  Hamilton's  maternal  grandfatlier,  Ingmyer, 
was  also  a  llevolutionary  soldier,  and  gave  his  life 
to  Ids  country,  being  killed  in  battle.  Mr.  Hamilton 
and  his  descendants  thus  inherit  on  both  sides  a 
love  of  liberty,  one  of  the  best  bulwarks  of  a  free 
country. 
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THOMAS  CATTON  is  numbered  among  the 
substantial  farmers  of  St.  Joseph  County, 
and  is  successfully  carrying  on  agriculture 
on  section  35,  Constantine  Township.  His  farm  is 
well  tilled  and  improved,  yielding  abundant  har- 
vests in  repayment  of  his  care  and  toil,  and,  aided 
by  his  good  wife,  he  has  built  up  as  neat  and  com- 
fortable a  home  as  one  could  desire. 

Our  subject  is  a  native-born  citizen  of  Constantine 
Township,  his  birth  having  occurred  here  April  28, 
1841,  within  a  distance  of  fifty  rods  of  where  he  now 
lives,  and  he  may  be  said  to  have  grown  up  with 
the  township,  as  in  his  early  days  it  can  hardly  have 
been  of  any  size  or  importance  as  regards  popula- 
tion and  business.  The  parents  of  our  subject,  John 
and  Fanny  (Stears)  Catton,  were  both  natives  of 
England,  having  been  born  in  Yorkshire.  It  is  not 
stated  when  they  came  to  this  country,  but  after 
marriage  they  settled  in  F^lorence  Township,  this 
county.  They  lived  on  different  places  in  Pigeon 
Prairie  until  their  death,  the  mother  dying  in  1877, 
and  the  father  in  1887.  They  had  four  children,  of 
whom  our  subject  was  the  eldest.  He  was  reared 
on  a  farm,  and  received  the  benefit  of  a  common- 
school  education.  Since  attaining  man's  estate  he 
has  been  engaged  chiefly  in  farming,  with  the  ex- 
ception  of  six  years'  experience  in  business  as  a 
dealer  in  agricultural  implements.  He  did  very  well 
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lELA  P.  SCOVILLE,  M.  1)..  is  one  of  the 
leading  physicians  of  St.  Joseph  County, 
and  he  is  also  [)rominent  in  social  and  ])o- 
litical  circles.  He  is  pleasantly  situated  in 
Constantine,  where  he  and  his  Avife  have  one  of  the 
most  attractive  homes  to  l)e  found  within  its  limits. 
He  was  an  othcer  in  the  late  Civil  War,  and  won  a 
distinguished  reputation  for  bravery  and  fortitude 
in  the  time  that  tried  men's  souls. 

Our  subject  is  a  son  of  Theodore  IVI.  Scoville,  of 
whom  see  sketch  on  another  page  of  this  work.  I  le 
was  born  in  Collinsville,  Lewis  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Aug.  1 1. 
1843.  The  first  five  years  of  his  life  were  passed 
there  on  liis  father's  homestead,  and  his  [)arents 
then  removed  to  ConneMutville.  Crawford  Co.,  Pj«. 


at  that,  but  he  preferred  the  freer  and  more  health- 
ful employment  to  which  he  had  been  reared,  to  the 
close  confinement  necessitated  by  his  business,  and 
he  again  resumed  the  pursuit  of  agriculture,  giving 
up  his  place  in  town,  but  still  dealing  to  some  extent 
in  implements.  He  has  met  with  the  success  that 
his  labor  and  strict  attention  to  work  merit,  and  is 
now  the  possessor  of  120  acresof  well-tilled  land  on 
section  35,  provided  with  comfortable  buildings, 
and  the  necessary  appliances  for  farming. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  with  Miss  Lottie 
O'Harra  was  solemnized  in  Constantine  Village, 
July  17,  1865,  and  their  happy  union  has  been 
blessed  to  them  by  the  birth  of  two  children,  Fan- 
nie O.  and  Hattie  B.  Mrs.  Catton  is  a  daughter  of 
the  late  Hugh  O'Harra,  of  Allen  County,  Ind., 
where  she  was  born  Dec.  28,  1840. 

Mr.  Catton  is  a  practical  man  of  shrewd  common 
sense,  who  deals  justly  and  fairly  with  his  neigh- 
bors, who  recognize  him  as  eminently  trustworthy 
and  entitled  to  their  full  respect.  He  and  his  wife,  | 
who  is  likewise  held  in  high  estimation,  are  sincere  I 
Christians,  and  conduct  themselves  in  accordance  j 
with  high  principles.  They  are  active  members  of  | 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of  which  he  has  | 
been  Steward  and  Trustee.  He  is  influential  as  a  | 
citizen,  and  while  a  resident  of  Constantine  Village  f 
was  a  member  of  the  Village  Board,  and  held  the  t 
responsible  oflice  of  Treasurer  of  that  board  for  one  | 
vear.  .  f 
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When  he  was  twelve  years  of  age  his  parents  took 
up  their  residence  in  Bnrke,  Dane  Co.,  Wis.    Three 
venrs    later    the   family  settled  in   Warren.   Ohio. 
Two  years  after  tliat,  our  subject,  a  lad  of  seventeen 
years,  started  out  in  the  world  for  himself.  Previous 
to  that  time  he  liad  gained  the  preliminaries  of  his 
echication  in  the  common  schools,  and  had  attended 
tlie  Normal  School    at  Madison,  Wis.,  and  also  at 
Wnrren.   Ohio.      He    then    went    to    Union    i^Iills, 
Krie  (\).,  Pa.,  for  the  purpose  of  studying  medicine 
with  the  late  Dr.  r>.  E.   Phelps,  and  was  with  him 
one  yenr.      He   was   making   rapid  pn'ogress  in  his 
studies  when   the  great  Rebellion  l)roke  out,  and 
tiiough  he  was  ambitious  to  tit  himself  for  his  pro- 
fession and  to  enter   upon  his  duties,  his    intense 
patriotism    and    h)ve    of    country    bore    down    all 
thinus  else,  and  at   the  first  signal  of  distress  he 
Hung  aside  all  youthful  hopes  and  aims  and  sprang 
to  the  defense  of  the  stars  and  stripes,  enlisting  in 
the  s])ring   of    18()1  for   a  term    of  three   months. 
Jan.   9,  1<S62,  the  young  hero  again  enlisted,  and 
became  a  member  of  the  12th  Pennsylvania  Cav- 
idrv.  with   the  rank   of  Sergeant,     lie  was   subse- 
(juently  promoted   to  be  Second  Uieutenant  of  his 
regiment.      His  second  term  of  service  extended  to 
July  20,  IHt);").  when  he  was  honorably  discharged. 
His  i-egiment  was  an  independent  organization,  and 
most  of  the  time  acted  as  scouts,  and  in  fighting 
Mosb\''s  command  and  other  guerrillas  in  the  Shen- 
andoah  \'alley.     Our    subject  took  part  in    many 
imi)ortant  battles  and  was  never  found  wanting  in 
bravery  or  devotiim  to  the  cause,  and   was  always 
in  his  i)lace  in  the  heat  of  battle.     While  scouting, 
just  previous  to  the  battle  of  (Gettysburg,  having 
twentv-five  men  under  his  cliarge,  he  was  quite  se- 
verely wounded,  but  he  did  not  fiinch  and   would 
not  allow  his  wound  to  prevent  his  taking  part  in 
the  battle.     At  Winchester,  Va.,  lie  also  received  a 
slight  wound  in  the  shoulder. 

After  his  retirement  from  military  service  Mr. 
Scoville  returned  to  Crawford  County,  Pa.,  and  re- 
sumed his  medical  studies  under  the  direction  of 
Dr.  Wliitley,  of  CV>nneautville.  He  remained  with 
him  one  year,  and  then  entered  the  medical  depart- 
ment of  the  Tniversity  at  Ann  Arbor.  He  was 
graduated  from  that  institution  in  the  spring  of 
1868,  and  thus   well  equipped  entered    upon    the 
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practice  of  his  profession  at  Mottville,  in  this 
county.  He  continued  there  eleven  years.  He 
then  established  himself  in  Constantine,  where  he 
has  built  up  an  extensive  practice.  He  is  very 
popular,  and  is  the  beloved  i)hysician  in  many  a 
household,  where  his  presence  has  brought  liealing 
and  stayed  tlie  coming  of  the  Angel  of  Death. 

Dr.  Scoville  and  Miss  Jennie  Hutchison  were 
united  in  marriage  in  Constantine,  in  1880.  She 
is  a  daughter  of  the  late  James  Hutchison,  and  was 
born  in  IMottville  Township,  this  county.  Hie 
Doctor  and  his  wife  have  a  fine,  well-api)ointed 
residence  on  AVashington  street,  and  their  pleasant 
household  circle  is  completed  by  the  presence  of 
their  little  son,  Charles  S. 

The  Doctor  has  attained  his  present  high  position 
as  a  member  of  tlie  medical  profession  in  St.  Joseph 
County  solely  by  the  exercise  of  talents  of  a  high 
order,  seconded  liy  worthy  ambitions  and  an  in- 
domitable will.  At  one  time  he  was  obliged  to  relin- 
quish a  part  of  an  extensive  practice,  as  liis  health 
threatened  to  give  way  on  account  of  his  devotion  to 
his  beloved  calling,  but  liis  health  has  improved, 
and  he  is  once  again  in  active  practice.  He  is 
prominently  identified  witli  the  Masonic  fraternity, 
being  a  member  of  C^onstantine  Chapter  No.  61, 
P.  A.;  of  Three  Rivers  Commandery  No.  29,  K. 
T.,  and  he  is  at  present,  and  has  been  for  the  last 
three  years.  Master  of  Siloam  Lodge  No.  35,  E.  (\: 
A.  M.  He  has  taken  quite  an  active  part  in  \)o- 
litical  matters,  and  is  in  full  sympathy  with  the 
Democratic  party. 

W  EVl  T.  HULL,  editor  and  proprietor  of  the 
I  (^  St.  Joseph  County  Advertiser,  is  a  native  of 
jIL-^  Monroe  County,  N.  Y.,  born  Eeb.  14,  1830, 
his  parents  being  Benjamin  D.  and  Polly  (Hecox) 
Hull.  The  Hull  family  are  of  English  descent,  but 
for  many  generations  have  been  settled  in  America, 
in  fact  long  prior  to  the  Revolution.  The  father  of 
our  subject  was  born  in  the  State  of  New  York,  liv- 
ing there  until  1838,  when  he  removed  from  Niagara 
County  to  Washtenaw  County,  Mich.,  where  he 
rented  and  ran  a  sawmill.  He  died,  however,  in 
August  of  the  following  year,  at  Augusta,  in  that 
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county.  His  widow  survived  him  but  two  years, 
dying  in  Saline  Township,  in  the  same  county,  in 
June,  1841. 

Our  subject  was  thus  at  an  early  age  thrown  on 
his  own  resources,  and  had  to  make  his  own  way  in 
the  world.  How  well  he  profited  bj'  the  lessons  of 
adversity  is  shown  by  his  subsequent  career.  Soon 
after  the  death  of  liis  father  he  was  taken  into  the 
family  of  Austin  Converse,  in  Bridge  water  Town- 
ship, Washtenaw  County.  Here  he  lived  and  worked 
until  1848,  helping  to  clear  and  develop  a  farm  in 
the  heavy  timber  which  then  covered  that  county. 
In  the  year  named,  being  eighteen  3^ears  of  age,  he 
determined  to  learn  a  trade,  and  entered  the  office 
of  the  Ann  Arbor  Aryus  to  acquire  the  trade  of  a 
printer.  In  that'  establishment  he  remained  until 
the  spring  of  1850,  when  he  came  to  St.  Joseph 
County,  and  leased  the  office  and  business  of  the  jSt. 
Joseph  County  Advertiser^  which  was  then  published 
at  Centreville.  In  June,  1851,  he  removed  the  paper 
to  Constantine,  where  he  has  ever  since  published 
it,  having  subsequently  purchased  it. 

June  16,  1853,  Mr.  Hull  was  married  to  Helen 
Gray,  daughter  of  Burr  D.  and  Amy  Gray.  The 
former  died  in  Constantine,  in  1871,  and  the  latter 
in  Coldwater,  Mich.,  in  1870,  she  being  at  that  time 
staying  there  temporarily.  Mrs.  Hull  was  born  at 
Charlotte,  Chittenden  Co.,  Yt.,  July  7,  1831.  This 
marriage  has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  six  chil- 
dren, of  whom  one  died,  an  unnamed  infant.  The 
survivors  are:  Lee  G.,  who  followed  in  his  father's 
footsteps,  and  is  now  foreman  in  the  office  of  the 
Herald  at  Morris,  111.;  Fred  A.  is  employed  in  the 
office  of  the  Newspaper  Union  at  Fort  Wayne,  Ind. ; 
Warren  C.  is  Superintendent  of  Schools  in  Albion, 
Mich. ;  Helen  L.  is  the  wife  of  Rev.  Bastian  Smits, 
pastor  of  the  Congregational  Church  in  Constan- 
tine; and  Henry  B.,  also  a  printer,  assists  his  father 
in  the  newspaper  office. 

The  entire  adult  life  of  Mr.  Hull  has  been  passed 
in  Constantine,  where  he  is  as  well  and  favorably 
known  as  any  citizen  in  this  part  of  the  county. 
His  journal,  which  he  conducts  in  a  clean  and 
wholesome  manner,  circulates  largely  in  the  village 
and  county,  and  exercises  a  wide  influence  for  good. 
While  Mr.  Hull  is  personally  a  stanch  Republican, 
his  aim  is  to  make  a  local  new^spaper  which  will  be  a 

■^^  


welcome  visitor  in  every  family  in  the  county,  and 
in  that  desire  he  is  meeting  with  gratifying  success. 
Mr.  Hull  has  been  called  by  his  fellow-citizens  to 
fill  positions  of  trust  and  responsibility.  He  has 
been  Township  Clerk,  for  about  twenty  years  a 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  w^as  a  member  of  the  Consti- 
tutional Convention  of  1867,  Assistant  Assessor  of 
Internal  Revenue  for  years,  and  until  the  office  was 
abolished;  Collector  of  Internal  Revenue  for  the 
Second  District  of  Michigan  from  1873  until  the 
district  was  discontinued  in  1876,  and  was  Deputy 
Collector  from  1876  to  1881.  In  all  the  positions 
he  discharged  their  duties  in  a  manner  highly  cred- 
itable to  himself  and  satisfactory  both  to  his  con- 
stituents and  his  superior  officers.  As  a  man  he  is 
respected  b}-  all  who  know  him,  and  as  an  editor  his 
opinions  have  much  weight  in  the  community  of 
which  for  nearly  forty  years  he  has  been  an  hon- 
ored member. 
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RS.  MARY  A.  COOK,  ^roo  much  credit 
cannot  be  given  to  the  noble  men  and  wo- 
men, who,  during  the  early  setthMuent  of 
St.  Joseph  County,  strenghtened  the  hand> 
of  their  husbands  in  battling  with  the  difficultie> 
of  i)ioneer  life,  and  bravely  encouraged  them  in 
their  worthy  ambitions  of  suhduing  a  portion  of 
the  Great  West  and  [)roviding  the  way  for  the  ad- 
vance of  a  later  civilization.  As  a  type  of  one  of 
these,  the  lady  wdiose  life  history  we  briefly  note 
deserves  more  than  a  passing  mention.  She  is  now 
approaching  her  threescoi'C  years  and  ten.  and  after 
a  w^ell-spent  life  is  quietly  i)assing  her  declining 
years  at  a  pleasant  home  in  Mottville.  surrounded 
l)y  hosts  of  friends,  who  only  name  her  but  to 
praise. 

Mrs.  Cook  was  born  in  Northuml)erland  County. 
Pa.,  Aug.  19,  1820.  and  is  a  daughter  of  John  and 
Catherine  (Moyei-)  llass.  John  Ilass,  alsoa  native 
of  the  Keystone  State,  was  boi-n  in  tlu^  year  1777, 
and  pursued  the  peaceful  occupation  of  farming. 
He  was  a  go^nX  man  in  all  that  the  term  implies, 
a  member  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  and  after  the 
organization  of  the  Republican  party  became  one 
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of  its  stanchest  adherents.  His  wife,  Catherine, 
was  born  the  same  year  as  himself,  and  both  passed 
away  in  1844,  the  decease  of  the  father  occurring- 
^lay  15,  and  that  of  tlie  mother  Marcli  5. 

3Iiss  Mary  A.  llass  was  iirst  married  to  John 
Shirts,  by  wiiom  she  became  tlie  motlier  of  two  chil- 
dren, who  are  l)oth  residents  of  Montana;  AmeUa 
married  John  Curr,  and  is  the  mother  of  two  chil- 
dren; Tobias  married  ]Miss  Susan  Lubrink,  and  he 
is  the  fatlier  of  eiglit  children. 

Our  subject  after  having  lived  a  widow  some 
time  was  married  to  AVilliam  Cook,  Dec.  8,  1850. 
.Air.  Cook  was  born  in  (ienesee  County,  N.  Y.,  in 
1804,  and  died  Sept.  7,  1881.  lie  came  to  Michi- 
gan Territory  as  early  as  1833,  and  for  forty-eight 
years  thereafter  lived  the  life  of  an  upright  and 
praiseworthy  citizen.  l\)litically.  he  affiliated  with 
the  Democratic  party,  and  socially,  was  a  member 
of  tlie  J.  ().  ().  F.  In  religious  matters  he  was 
a  consistent  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Churcli,  to  wdiich  Mrs.  Cook  also  belongs. 

lY)  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cook  there  wxre  born  five  chil- 
dren, one  of  whom,  Willard,  is  a  resident  of  Soutli 
Frankfort,  this  State;  his  twin  brother,  William,  is 
deceased.  Emma  is  the  wife  of  Samuel  Early,  and 
they  reside  with  Mrs.  Cook;  Alice  is  the  wife  of 
John  llarker,  and  lives  at  Edwardsl)urg,  this  State; 
Ilermeo  married  William  Frost,  and  they  live  in 
Soutli  Frankfort. 
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'  OSEPH  W.  REIFF  is  a  native-born  citizen 
of  8t.  Joseph  County,  Constantine  Township, 
where  he  has  passed  the  most  of  his  life, 
having  been  the  place  of  his  birth,  and  Jan. 
g7T838,  the  date  thereof,  and  since  early  manhood 
he  has  been  an  important  factor  in  developing  and 
sustaining  its  great  agricultural  interests  as  one  of 
the  most  intelligent  and  skillful  farmers  of  this  com- 
munity. His  farm  on  section  15,  in  point  of  culti- 
vation, valuable  improvements  and  neat  appearance, 
ranks  with  the  best  in  his  neighborhood. 

Our  subject's  parents,  Abram  and  Catherine  E. 
(Rutter)  Reiff,  were  pioneers  of  St.  Joseph  County, 
coming  here  in  183G,  when  the  country  roundabout 


was  still  in  its  primitive  wildness,  it  being  but 
sparsely  settled  here  and  there  in  the  wilderness,  and 
casting  in  their  lot  with  the  early  settlers  of  Con- 
stantine Township  who  had  preceded  them.  They 
were  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  and  after  marriage 
made  their  home  for  awhile  in  Berks  County,  that 
State.  Three  years  after  settling  in  this  township 
they  returned  to  Pennsylvania  to  revisit  their  old 
home  and  friends,  and  there,  amid  the  scenes  of  his 
youth  and  early  manhood,  the  father  of  our  subject 
departed  this  life.  To  him  and  his  wife  had  been 
born  four  sons:  Isaac  R.,  who  resides  near  Constan- 
tine Village;  Franklin  IL,  who  died  in  Yandalia, 
Cass  County,  this  State,  in  February,  1883,  leaving 
a  wife  and  three  children ;  Joseph  W. ;  and  Horace, 
who  died  when  a  lad  of  six  years. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  married  a  second 
time  in  the  spring  of  18G4,  becoming  the  wife  of 
Nathan  Syas.  She  and  her  husband  settled  in  this 
county  near  the  village  of  Constantine,  where  he 
died.  Mrs.  Syas  died  in'  Yandalia,  Cass  County, 
June  12,  1874,  while  there  on  a  visit. 

Joseph  was  an  infant  of  about  six  months  when 
his  father  died,  and  he  was  Anally  brought  back 
from  Pennsylvania  to  his  native  place  by  his  uncle, 
George  Rutter,  and  he  was  reared  to  manhood  on 
his  father's  farm  in  this  township,  where  his  mother 
continued  to  reside  until  her  second  marriage.  He 
was  educated  partly  in  the  common  schools,  and 
subsequently  had  the  benefit  of  one  term  at  a  good 
graded  school  in  the  village  of  Constantine.  Since 
attaining  man's  estate  he  has  engaged  chiefly  in 
agricultural  pursuits  with  gratifying  success,  and 
now  owns  120  acres  of  fine  farming  land,  on  which 
he  has  a  substantial  set  of  buildings. 

October  1,  1863,  our  subject  took  an  important 
step  toward  the  upbuilding  of  his  present  home  by  his 
marriage  to  Miss  Elida  Fitzsimmons,  in  Constantine 
Village.  She  is,  like  her  husband,  a  native  of  St. 
Joseph  County,  having  been  born  in  Florence  Town- 
ship, March  28,  1844.  She  is  a  daughter  of  William 
and  Anna  (Morrison)  Fitzsimmons,  natives  of  the 
State  of  New  York.  They  came  to  St.  Joseph 
County  in  1844,  and  settled  in  Florence  Township. 
They  afterw^ard  removed  to  Centreville,  where  Mrs. 
Fitzsimmons  died  Sept.  18,  1846.  Mr.  Fitzsim- 
mons is  still  a  resident  of  Centreville.     They  had 
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two  children :  Henrietta,  who  died  when  five  years 
Old,  and  Elida,  Mrs.  Reiff. 

Mr.  Reiff  is  possessed  of  sagacity,  forethought 
and  energy,  so  combined  with  prudence,  thrift,  and 
steadiness  of  purpose,  that  his  success  in  his  calling 
was  assured  from  the  start,  and  he  is  now  in  com- 
fortable circumstances.  He  and  his  wife  are  people 
of  easy,  pleasant  manners,  and  their  home,  the  seat 
of  true  hospitality,  is  attractive  alike  to  friend  and 
stranger.  Mr.  Reiff  is  influential  in  public  affairs, 
and  takes  an  active  interest  in  politics,  being  one 
of  the  leading  Republicans  of  this  place.  He  has 
been  Commissioner  of  Highways  for  five  years,  and 
has  been  zealous  in  improving  the  traveling  facili- 
ties of  this  region.  He  has  also  held  various 
school  offices,  and  has  done  what  he  could  to  pro- 
mote the  educational  interests  of  the  township. 


I=^()RMAN  HARA^EY,  deceased,  was  for  more 
))]  than  three  decades  one  of  the  most  promi- 
//l^  nent  and  enterprising  citizens  of  St.  Josei)h 
County,  and  as  one  of  its  pioneers  and  business  men 
l)ore  a  distinguished  ]mrt  in  promoting  its  growth 
and  advancing  its  agricultural,  manufacturing, 
commercial  and  financial  interests.  Coming  here 
in  1833,  while  still  in  the  prime  of  earlj^  manhood, 
he  at  once  identified  himself  with  the  interests  of 
Constantine  Township,  and  made  them  his  own 
until  the  day  of  his  death.  Thus,  under  his  eyes 
and  witli  his  energetic  assistance  the  present  site  of 
the  township  tliat  he  found  in  the  depths  of  the 
forest  primeval  with  a  few  straggling  log  cabins  as 
the  onl}^  evidence  of  the  white  man's  presence,  has 
gradually  changed  to  a  fine,  highly  productive 
farming  country,  with  many  pleasant  homes  and  a 
busy,  populous  village,  where  commerce  and  manu- 
factures fiourish. 

Mr.  Harvey  was  a  fine  representative  of  an  lion- 
orable  New  England  ancestry,  and  he  was  himself 
born  in  that  section  of  the  country,  June  23,  1807, 
the  pretty  town  of  Rupert,  Bennington  Co.,  Yt., 
l)eing  his  birthplace.  His  father,  Ephraim  Harvey, 
was  a  native  of  the  same  State,  and  his  mother, 
Pamelia  Harwood,  was  of  a  well-known  Vermont 
family.     His  father  was  a  farmer,  and  our  subject 
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was  reared  on  the  old  homestead.  His  opportuni- 
ties for  an  education  were  somewhat  better  than 
were  accorded  to  farmers'  lads  in  the  early  years  of 
this  century,  for  besides  the  common-school  privi- 
leges that  lie  enjoyed  in  liis  boyhood,  he  attended 
the  academy  at  Salem,  N.  Y.,  and  diligently  pur- 
sued a  good  course  of  instruction  there  whicli 
amplj^  qualified  him  for  the  profession  of  teacher, 
and  in  liis  younger  days  he  taught  school  during 
the  winter  months  for  several  years.  In  1828  his 
marriage  with  Rhoda,  daughter  of  Seth  and  Rlioda 
Moore,  of  Rupert,  was  consummated,  and  in  1833, 
with  his  wife  and  two  children,  our  subject  re- 
moved to  St.  Joseph  County,  this  State,  where  he 
began  the  life  of  a  pioneer.  By  active  labor  lu^ 
cleared  a  valuable  farm  of  400  acres,  two  and  one-, 
lialf  miles  north  of  Constantine,  on  wiiich  he  re- 
sided twenty-two  years.  In  1855  Mr.  Harvey 
removed  to  Constantine  Milage,  and  became  ex- 
tensively engaged  in  various  kinds  of  business — 
farming,  milling,  manufacturing,  real-estate  and 
mercantile  operations,  one  and  all  engaged  his 
attention.  He  always  took  a  lively  interest  in  any 
scheme  looking  tow\ard  the  advancement  of  the 
material  interests  of  the  county  and  township,  and 
as  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Eirst  National  Bank 
of  Constantine  was  verj^  active  in  procuring  its 
establishment  in  this  village,  and  he  was  one  of  its 
Directors  until  the  time  of  his  death.  Our  subject 
was  scarcely  past  middle  age,  in  the  period  of  his 
greatest  usefulness,  and  his  friends  might  reason- 
al)ly  have  hoped  that  he  would  be  spared  to  them 
many  years  longer.  But  it  was  not  to  be,  and  April 
17,  1866,  he  passed  to  the  life  bcA^ond.  This  sad 
event  was  a  severe  blow  to  the  business  interests  of 
Constantine,  and  in  his  death  many  lost  a  valued 
friend. 

Mr.  Harvey  was  a  man  of  warm  heart  and  large 
brain,  uniting  firmness  and  dignity  of  character  witli 
great  natural  sweetness  of  disposition  and  suavity 
of  manner,  and  as  he  was  always  genial  and  helpful 
to  those  about  him,  liis  friendships  among  all  classes 
were  many  and  warm.  He  was,  however,  seen  at 
the  best  advantage  in  his  home  amidst  his  loved 
ones;  as  a  husband,  he  was  thoughtful  and  tender; 
as  a  father,  he  was  affectionate  and  always  devoted 
to  the  interests  of  liis  children.   •  In  his  business  re- 
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latioiis  Mr.  Harvey  was  faithful  and  trustwortliy. 
and  as  sucli  a  man  was  needed  in  the  guidance  of 
public  affairs,  he  was  often  pressed  by  his  felhm- 
eitizens  to  take  civic  positions,  tlie  office  ever  seek- 
ino- the  man,  and  not  tlie  man  tlie  office,  and  for 
several  years  lie  acted  in  the  various  capacities  of 
Supervisor  of  the  township.  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
and  was  an  incumbent  of  various  minor  offices. 
Our  sul)ject  was  never  lackino-  iu  devotion  to  his 
oAvn  relig1(ms  convictions,  and  also  never  unmind- 
ful of  the  respect  and  sympathy  due  to  those  Avho 
differed  most  widely  from  him.  In  early  manhood 
he  united  with  tlie  C'ongregational  C'hurch  at  Ru- 
pert, A^t.,  but  after  leaviug  his  old  home  among 
the  New  England  hills  and  coming  to  this  State, 
he  became  an  attendant  at  and  supporter  of  the 
Reformed  Church  at  Constantine. 

The  wife  of  our  subject,  Rhoda  ^Moore,  was  born 
in  Rupert,  \'t.,  in  February,  1808.  and  died  in  Con- 
stantine, March  5,  1863.  She  bore  an  estimable 
character  and  was  a  sincere  Christian,  whose  death 
was  widely  mourned.  She  was  the  mother  of  ten 
sons  and  two  daughters,  five  of  wliom  now  survive, 
and  all  residents ^of  Constantine.  N.  11.  and  I).  M. 
are  farmers;  J.  M.  is  connected  with  the  tlouring- 
mill  and  the  First  National  P>ank;  W.  W.  is  cashier 
of  that  l)ank,  and  also  connected  with  the  mill,  and 
Minerva  A.  is  the  wife  of  George  I.  Crossett,  of 
whom  see  sketch  on  another  page.  Those  deceased 
were  named:  Charles  M.,  Setli  M.,  Lyman  R.,  ^Mll- 
iam  S..  Seth  M..  Rhoda  1*.  and  Cephas. 
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(f/_^  ()N.  EDWARD  W.  PENDLETON.  This 
gentleman  retired  from  active  business  some 
time  since,  and  is  now  living  at  a  fine  home 
in  the  city-  of  Sturgis.  lie  is  familiarly 
viiown  to  a  large  proportion  of  the  residents  of 
this  county,  liaving  cast  his  lot  with  its  people  in 
1852.  His  earliest  recollections  are  of  a  modest 
home  in  Fulton  County,  N.  Y.,  where  his  birth 
took  place  Dec.  13,  1825. 

Henry  and  Hannah  (Wheeler)  Pendleton,  the 
parents  of  our  subject,  were  natives  of  Connecti- 
cut and  New  York  respectively,  the  father  being 
born  in  October,  1800.     He  was  a  farmer  by  occu- 


pation,  a  man  of  good  business  capacities,  and  lived 
to  attain  liis  threescore  years  and  ten,  passing 
away  Oct.  20,  1870. 

l^he  father  of  our  subject  left  the  Empire  State 
in  1855,  and  coming  to  Alichigan,  settled  in  Burr 
Oak  l^ownship,  where  he  became  owner  of  a  goodly 
tract  of  land.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he  had  dis- 
posed of  all  but  120  acres.  He  traced  his  ances- 
try to  England,  his  grandfather  having  been  ALaj. 
F)ayne  Pendleton.  He  spent  his  last  years  in  Ikirr 
Oak,  this  county.  The  father  of  our  subject  was 
independent  in  politics,  and  although  not  a  mem- 
ber of  any  religious  denomination,  lie  lived  an  uj)- 
right  life,  aiming  to  perform  his  duty  toward  his  fel- 
lowmen,  and  socially,  a  meml>er  of  the   I.  O.  O.  F. 

Mrs.  Hannah  Pendleton,  our  subject's  mother, 
was  born  in  1804,  and  died  when  comparatively  a 
young  Avoman,  in  1849,  in  Orleans  County,  N.  Y. 
She  was  of  English  and  Scotch  descent,  and  a  l^ap- 
tist  in  religion.  Of  her  union  with  Henry  Pendle- 
ton there  were  born  eleven  cliildren, namely:  Sarah 
L.,  living  near  Denver,  Col.;  Edward  W.,  our 
subject;  Eliza  C  Charles  II. ,  Jonathan  M.,  James 
M.,  William  II.,  Ira  W.  and  Dallas  M.;  two  died  in 
infancy  unnamed.  Nine  of  the  children  lived  to 
mature  years,  and  six  are  now  living. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  to  man- 
hood on  the  farm,  and  pursued  his  first  studies  in 
the  district  school.  Later  he  attended  All)ion  Sem- 
inary one  term.  In  March,  1849,  he  went  to 
C^alifornia,  by  way  of  the  Isthmus  of  Panama, 
and  throughout  the  winter  following  conducted 
a  boarding-house  in  San  Francisco.  During* this 
time  there  were  two  camps  in  the  neighborhood  of 
similar  names,  one  being  Culver  and  the  otlier  Col- 
lier. The  first-named  was  presided  over  by  tlie 
Red  Jacket  Company,  and  the  latter  had  been  doing 
some  mischief  to  the  Cliilians.  The  latter,  in  order 
to  revenge  themselves,  fired  into  the  Culver  camp 
through  mistake,  killing  two  of  the  Red  Jacket 
men,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  being  absent  at  that 
time  in  San  Francisco;  this  event  naturally  created 
much  excitement  in  that  region. 

Mr.  Pendleton  in  the  spring  following  returned 
to  the  mines,  where  he  remained  one  3^ear  on  a  claim 
which  lie  had  taken  up,  and  then  returned  home, 
after  having  been  absent  twenty-eight  months.  The 

' •► 


r 


^ 


404 


ST.  JOSEPH  COUNTY. 


experiment  in  the  meantime  had  proved  quite  prof- 
itable. In  the  fall  of  1851  he  made  his  way  to  Chi- 
cago, 111.,  where  he  purchased  horses,  wiiich  he 
shipped  to  Albany  for  sale.  In  1852  he  came  to 
Michigan,  located  in  Sturgis,  and  established  him- 
self in  the  hotel  and  livery  business. 

On  tlie  1st  of  October,  1855,  our  subject  liaving 
laid  the  basis  of  a  future  competence,  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Mrs.  Eveline  L.  (Beard)  Moore,  who 
was  born  in  St.  Lawrence  County,  N.  Y.,  Jan.  9, 
1831.  Iler  parents  were  John  and  Fersis  (Feten- 
gill)  Beard,  natives  of  Vermont.  The  father  was 
born  in  1795,  was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and  died 
at  his  home  in  Kalamazoo  County,  Mich.,  in  1872. 
The  mother,  who  was  born  in  1800,  survived  her 
husband  a  period  of  eleven  j^ears,  her  death  taking 
place  in  1883.  They  were  the  parents  of  twelve 
children,  namely:  Caroline,  Adaline,  George,  War- 
ren, Samuel  P.,  Eveline  I^.,  Louisa  E.,  Ilolden, 
Maria  x\.,  William  J.,  Dexter  and  Leverette.  They 
all  lived  to  mature  years.  Dexter  died  in  the  army 
during  the  Civil  War  in  1862,  and  nine  are  now 
living. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pendleton  after  their  marriage  set- 
tled in  Sturgis,  where  they  have  since  lived.  Of  this 
union  there  is  one  chikl  only,  a  son,  Edward  W., 
Jr.,  Avho  was  born  March  6,  1863.  He  is  now  a 
pharmacist  by  profession.  He  was  graduated  from 
the  Military  Academy  at  Orchard  Lake  in  1883. 
Botli  fattier  and  son  are  Knights  Templars  in  Ma- 
sonry, with  wlucli  fraternity  Mr.  Pendleton  became 
identified  as  early  as  1854,  and  has  been  one  of  the 
active  workers  in  the  order.  His  estimable  wife  be- 
longs to  Eastern  Star  Lodge,  and  has  officiated  as 
Grand  Matron  of  the  State  of  Michigan,  l)esides 
occupying  all  of  the  other  offices  of  the  order.  She 
has  also  been  vState  Treasurer  for  the  last  six  years, 
and  takes  a  lively  interest  in  matters  pertaining 
thereto.  Mrs.  Pendleton  is  a  very  intelligent  and 
cultured  Christian  lad}^,  keeping  up  with  her  hus- 
band upon  the  leading  questions  of  the  da3%  and 
coinciding  with  him  in  politics,  they  being  both  in- 
dependent. 

Mr.  Pendleton  was  elected  to  the  Michigan  Legis- 
lature in  1878,  and  during  his  term  of  service  was 
on  important  committees.  He  held  the  office  of 
Justice  of  the  Peace  for  a  period  of  eight  years,  and 


has  been  prominently  connected  with  the  School 
Board  for  a  long  season.  He  served  in  1885  as 
Deputy  Sheriff,  and  was  particularly  efficient  in 
ferreting  out  a  gang  of  counterfeiters  who  were 
operating  at  that  time  in  St.  Joseph  County.  He 
was  one  of  the  prime  movers  in  the  building  of  the 
public  library  at  Sturgis,  which  was  established  in 
1884.  Of  this  he  was  the  first  I^resident,  and  was 
instrumental  in  securing  a  permanent  fund  so  that 
the  public  should  be  supplied  wdth  free  reading 
matter.  Mrs.  Pendleton  has  been  a  leading  spirit 
among  tlie  temperance  people  of  this  county,  doing 
efficient  service,  and  contributing  liberally  of  liei- 
time  to  this  most  important  work. 

ENRY  STULL,  a  representative  farmer  and 
pioneer  citizen  of  Burr  Oak  Townsliip,  came 
to  this  section  of  country  when  the  cabins 
of  the  settler  were  few  and  far  between. 
His  homestead  comprises  120  acres  of  good  land  on 
section  17,  where  he  has  labored  to  excellent  ad- 
vantage, and  surrounded  himself  and  family  with 
all  the  comforts  of  life. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Mifflin  County,  Pa., 
township  of  Keeler,  Jan.  29,  1820,  and  is  the  son 
of  Earnhardt  and  Elizabeth  (Goss)  Stull,  the  for- 
mer a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  the  latter  of 
what  was  then  Union  County,  Pa.  The  father  was 
a  farmer  by  occupation.  Barnhardt  Stull  and  his 
excellent  wife  were  people  highly  respected  in  their 
community,  and  after  well-spent  lives  passed  away 
at  their  home  in  Pennsylvania. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  when  a  young  man 
twenty-four  years  of  age  left  his  native  State  and 
took  up  his  residence  in  Seneca  County,  Ohio,  lo- 
cating on  a  tract  of  land  in  Thompson  Township, 
where  he  carried  on  farming  twelve  years.  He 
had,  i^rior  to  leaving  his  native  county,  been  mar- 
ried, in  1839,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Decker,  who  was 
born  in  Union  County,  Pa.,  Jan.  25,  1821,  and  who 
is  the  daughter  of  Henry  and  Mary  A.  (Wagner) 
Decker,  who  were  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
spent  their  last  years,  the  former  in  Ohio,  and  the 
latter  in  Michigan.  To  our  subject  and  his  es- 
timable wife  there  were  born  four  children,  namely: 
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Harvey,  Amanda,  Loviiia  and  Charles.  The  young- 
est son  is  the  only  child  living,  and  he  remains  on 
the  homestead  with  his  parents.  He  was  married, 
in  187e5,  to  Miss  Eliza,  daughter  of  Frederick  H. 
and  Clara  Bastian,  of  Clinger  Lake,  and  they  have 
three  children.  Charles  is  the  owner  of  eighty 
acres  lying  north  of  his  father's  land,  and,  like  the 
latter,  is  full  of  energy  and  enterprise.  Mr.  Stull, 
politically,  votes  the  straight  Democratic  ticket, 
and  is  a  member  in  good  standing  of  the  Dutch  Re- 
formed Church  at  Coh)n. 
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ON.  JONATHAN  W.  FLANDKRS,  attor- 
ney-at-law,  is  a  w^ortliy  representative  of 
the  intelligent,  independent  and  enterpris- 
ing citizens  of  Sturgis,  w^here  he  has  lived, 
a  respected  and  honored  man,  for  more  than  thirty 
years.  He  is  of  good  New  England  origin,  having 
been  born  in  Colebrook,  N.  II.,  April  18,  1822. 
His  ancestors  were  natives  of  (icrmany,  who  emi- 
grated to  Wales,  thence,  during  tlie  reign  of  (^^eorge 
HI,  came  to  the  United  States,  and  at  once  took 
their  riglitful  position  among  the  intelligent,  moral 
and  law^-abiding  citizens  of  the  countr}^  A  great- 
uncle  of  our  subject  w^as  at  one  time  a  professor  in 
Dartmouth  College,  and  otlier  members  of  the  family 
have  occupied  w^orthy  positions,  having  been  edu- 
cated and  upright  men. 

Ezekiel  Flanders,  the  grandfather  of  our  sul)ject, 
enlisted  as  a  private  in  the  Continental  Army  w^hen 
only  sixteen  years  of  age,  and  fought  during  the 
entire  Revolution.  Francis  Flanders,  father  of  our 
subject,  a  native  of  Sutton,  A't.,  w^as  a  soldier  in  the 
War  of  1812.  After  liis  marriage  he  lived  for  some 
years  in  New  Hampshire,  then,  desiring  a  change, 
in  February,  1828,  moved  witli  his  family  to  New- 
York,  and  located  in  Canaudaigua.  He  remained 
there  until  1841,  when  he  again  emigrated  with  his 
family  still  farther  AVest,  settling  in  Fawn  River 
Township,  this  county,  where  lie  engaged  in  the 
woolen  business.  He  Avas  a  Democrat  in  i)olitics, 
and  held  the  office  of  .Justice  of  the  Peace  during 
the  last  tw^enty  3^ears  of  his  life;  also  rostmaster 
for  several  years;  both  of  said  oiiices  he  held  at  the 
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time  of  his  death.  He  was  a  charter  member  and 
First  Worshipful  Master  of  Meridian  Sun  Lodge, 
of  Sturgis. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  w^as  a  young  cliild 
when  he  left  the  hills  of  his  native  New  Hampshire, 
and  his  education  was  begun  in  the  district  schools 
of  Canaudaigua,  N.  Y.,  wiiere  he  lived  until  the 
removal  of  his  parents  to  this  State.  For  four 
years  after  coming  to  Faw^n  River  our  subject 
assisted  his  father  in  his  business,  tlien,  in  1845, 
returned  to  Canaudaigua  and  completed  his  law 
studies,  being  admitted  to  the  New  York  bar  in 

1849.  After  practicing  his  profession  in  that  State 
for  one  year,  our  subject  came  to  Fawn  River  and 
hel})ed  his  father  to  build  a  large  woolen  factor}^,  and 
assisted  in  the   management  of  the  business  until 

1850.  August  5  of  that  year  he  opened  a  law 
office  in  Sturgis,  where  he  has  since  been  busily 
employed  in  Ins  profession.  He  is  the  pioneer  at- 
torney of  this  place,  and,  with  the  exception  of  one 
retired  huvyer,  of  St.  Joseph  County.  He  w-as  ad- 
mitted to  practice  in  this  State  in  1852,  and  in  the 
United  States  Court  in  186G.  He  has  a  clear,  dis- 
cerning intellect,  great  decision  of  character,  is  an 
able  and  fluent  speaker,  and  handles  his  cases  with 
a  high  degree  of  judgment,  evincing  in  the  plainest 
manner  close  research  aiul  careful  study  in  tlieir 
preparation.  His  work  is  never  faulty  or  neglected, 
but  compares  favorably  wdth  the  best  efforts  of  the 
attorneys  of  the  State.  Mr.  Flanders  has  been 
retained  in  many  important  cases,  and  while  living 
in  Fawn  River  was  counsel  for  I*ayne,  in  the  cele- 
brated damage  suit,  Lee  vs.  Fayne,  the  case  having 
l)een  carried  to  the  Supreme  Court.  He  is  also 
frequentlv  retained  in  criminal  suits,  having  been, 
during  the  war,  counsel  in  the  murder  case,  the 
People  V8.  Allen,  and  in  many  other  important 
cases. 

The  marriage  of  the  Hon.  J.  W.  Flanders  with 
]\Iiss  Elizabeth  Sutherland,  daugliter  of  the  late 
Josiah  Sutherland,  of  Canaiulaigua,  N.  Y.,  took 
[)lace  Sept.  22,  1857.  Mrs.  Flanders  was  a  woman 
of  rare  personal  worth,  a  devoted  wife,  intelligent 
companion,  a  loving,  tender  mother,  and  her  death, 
wdiich  occurred  May  2,  1879,  w^as  a  sad  blow  to  her 
afflicted  household.  She  bore  her  husband  one 
child,  John  S.,  who  married  Miss  Henrietta,  daugh- 
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ter  of  William  Stiirgis,  and  granddaughter  of  the 
late  Judge  John  Sturgis.  one  of  the  first  settlers  of 
this  county.  Hiey  have  one  child,  Henry  1.  In 
politics  he  is  a  progressive  and  aggressive  Demo- 
crat, and  has  aided  liis  son  in  establishing  the  news- 
paper known  as  the  Michigan  Democrat,  published 
at  Sturgis. 

Socially,  our  subject  is  a  charter  member  of  the 
C'ommandery,  a  Masonic  order,  of  Sturgis,  and  had 
the  order  of  knightliood  conferred  on  him  in  tlie 
Coldw^ater  Commandery.  Althougli  he  has  several 
times  accepted  the  nomination  for  Prosecuting  At- 
torney and  for  Circuit  Judge,  at  one  time  running 
on  the  Democratic  ticket,  he  cares  not  for  public 
office.  He  has  also  been  a  candidate  for  the  State 
Legislature,  and  in  1884  for  Presidential  Elector. 
lie  is  a  thoroughly  honest,  square-dealing  man, 
possessing  in  the  highest  degree  the  confidence  of 
his  clients,  who  frequently  entrust  with  him  large 
sums  of  money  to  invest  for  them. 

The  portrait  of  Mr.  Flanders  is  presented  on  an 
adjoining  page. 


4 


PRAXK  P.  ATNGER,  publisher,  proprietor 
\  and  editor  of  tlie  Sturgis  J<mrnaU  one  of 
the  most  influential  and  ably  conducted 
country  papers  in  the  State  of  Michigan,  is  not 
only  conspicuous  as  a  journalist,  but  as  a  leading 
and  public-spirited  citizen  of  St.  Joseph  County. 

Our  subject  was  born  inC'hagrin  Falls,  Cuyahoga 
Co.,  Ohio,  Aug.  29,  1852.  His  father,  William 
W.  Ainger,  a  leading  law^yer,  well-known  and 
patriotic  citizen  of  that  State,  died  in  the  prime  of 
life  in  1861,  wdiile  recruiting  soldiers  for  the  late 
war.  The  mother  of  our  subject,  wiiose  maiden 
name  was  Nancy  Brainard,  w^as  a  native  of  Fremont, 
Ohio,  and  a  woman  of  wide  information  and  fertile 
intellect.  To  her  and  her  husband  were  born  five 
children,  of  wdiom  Frank  P.  was  the  youngest. 
The  others  are  Daniel  P.,  Charles  F.,  Marcia  A. 
(Mrs.  Armour)  and  Clara  A.  (Mrs.  Wheeler). 
Daniel  P.  is  Adjutant  Cieneral  of  Michigan.  He 
w^as  formerly  Postmaster  at  Washington,  D.  C,  and 
was  once  also  a  superintendent  of  railway  mails. 

Mr.  Ainger,  of  whom  we  write,   w^ent  with    his 

parents  to    Fremont.  Ohio,  in   1865.  and  thence  to 
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Napoleon,  in  the  same  State,  in  1867.  In  the  latter 
town  he  learned  the  printer's  ti'ade  in  the  lleni')j 
County  Signal  office,  that  paper  having  been 
established  by  his  l)rother  and  uncle.  Subsecjuently 
our  subject  w^ent  to  Maumee,  Ohio,  iu  187:5,  to 
accept  the  position  of  foreman  on  the  .Maumee 
City  Advertise7\  In  tlu^  same  fall  he  went  to 
Pryan,  Ohio,  as  foreman  and  city  editor  of  the 
Pryan  Press.  In  January,  1871.  he  bought  tlir 
Defiance  (Ohio)  Express,  and  conducted  it  until 
after  the  Hayes  and  Tilden  cam})aign  in  1876.  In 
the  spring  of  1877  he  sold  that  ])aper,  nnd  returning 
to  Pryan,  resumed  his  former  position  on  the 
Press.  In  the  fall  of  1878  he  esta])lished  the 
Middleville  Blade,  in  Parry  County,  ^lich.,  and 
conducted  it  mitilthe  month  of  December,  when  he 
disposed  of  it  in  order  to  accei)t  the  editorial  and 
business  management  of  the  Charlotte  (Mich.) 
liepubUcan,  the  property  of  his  brother,  the 
General,  who  had  been  appointed  Su])erintendeiil 
of  Railway  Mails.  Our  subject  acted  in  his  com- 
bined capacity  of  editorial  manager  until  April, 
1888.  At  that  date  he  came  to  Sturgis  and  leased 
the  Journal  for  one  year,  but  before  the  expira- 
tion of  tliat  time  lie  was  appointed  railway  mail 
clerk  on  the  Michigan  Central,  between  Grand 
Ra|)ids  and  Jackson.  After  a  few  months  he  w^- 
signed  that  position  to  return  to  the  fields  of 
journalism,  buying  the  Journal,  which  he  has 
since  conducted  with  signal  success.  This  pa])er 
was  established  in  1860  by  Hon.  J.  (i.  Wait,  of 
Sturgis,  one  of  the  most  prominent  })usiness  men 
and  politicians  in  Southern  Michigan,  and  it  was 
under  his  management  for  several  years.  Mr. 
Ainger  was  married  in  Godfrey.  111.,  May  25.  1876, 
to  Miss  Hattie  N.  Sims,  daughter  of  Robeit 
Sims,  now  of  Alton,  111.  I1iey  have  one  child, 
Frank  B.,  Jr.,  born  May  25,  1877. 

Mr.  Ainger  possesses  great  executive  ability,  and 
a  varied  experience  in  journalism,  and  he  has  givtMi 
his  paper  a  cliaracter  and  inlluence  that  placets  it 
among  the  best  journals  in  the  State,  and  its  edi- 
torials and  other  matter  are  often  (pioted  in  the 
Detroit  dailies  and  State  pa])ers.  He  is  President 
of  the  Sturgis  Improvement  (Vmunittee,  com])osed 
of  fifty  of  the  most  prominent  business,  i)rofessional 
and  moneved  men  of  this  locality,  wdu^se  object   is 
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to  advance  the  interests  of  Sturgis.  While  hokling 
this  position  Mr.  Ainger  has  been  very  active  in 
advancing  every  scheme  for  the  development  of 
the  town  and  the  surrounding  countr3%  and,  with 
his  confreres,  has  assisted  in  securing  all  those  con- 
veniences and  improvements  that  make  this  a 
model  town  and  a  very  desirable  locality  in  which 
to  make  one's  home,  besides  assisting  in  the  estab- 
lishment of  several  manufacturing  industries  here, 
and  securing  the  building  of  the  C.  <k  St.  L. 
R.  W.,  thus  making  Sturgis  the  market  for  quite 
an  extensive  area  of  farming  country  and  the 
junction  of  three  railways.  Our  subject  was  the 
original  projector  of  the  Sturgis  Electric  Light 
plant,  and  is  a  stockholder  and  director  of  the 
company.  He  has  just  closed  his  fourth  consecutive 
year  as  Deputy  State  Oil  Inspector,  having  served 
two  years  under  (iov.  Alger  and  was  re-appointed 
by  (lov.  Luce. 
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i[[^  ARRLSON  H.  LAWRENCE,  a  son  of  one 
of  the  earliest  pioneers  of  Michigan  Terri- 
tory, and  late  a  well-to-do  resident  of  P'lor- 
\^j  ence  Township,  was  born  in  Monroe  Count}^ 
this  State,  Sept.  1,  1825,  and  when  a  little  lad  three 
years  of  age  came  with  his  parents  to  this  county, 
of  which  he  has  since  been  a  resident.  When  a 
youth  of  fifteen  years  the  father  of  the  family  was 
called  hence,  and  Harrison  H.  naturally  assumed  the 
management  of  the  homestead,  remaining  upon  it 
until  a  man  of  twenty-seven  years.  In  the  fall  of 
1852  he  purchased  seventy-five  acres  of  land  on 
section  5  in  Florence  Township,  from  which  he 
built  up  a  good  homestead,  and  where  he  spent  the 
remainder  of  his  days,  passing  away  on  the  1st  of 
April,  1888,  when  nearly  sixty-three  years  old. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  the  son  of  Jere- 
miah Lawrence,  who  was  born  in  Connecticut,  Sept. 
25,  1798.  He  came  to  Monroe  County,  Mich.,  in 
1812,  and  moved  to  White  Pigeon  in  1829,  living 
there  five  years.  In  early  manhood  he  married 
Miss  Alpha  Calhoun.  He  and  his  excellent  wife 
spent  their  last  days  in  Florence  Township,  Grand- 
father Lawrence  dying  Nov.  1,  1841.  Their  fam- 
ily consisted  of  nine  children,  three  of  whom   are 


living:  Allen  and  Horatio  in  California,  and  Jere- 
miah in  Florence  Township,  this  State. 

Our  subject  when  ready  to  establish  a  hearth- 
stone of  his  own,  was  married  in  White  Pigeon, 
Feb.  4,  1850,  to  Miss  Mary  A.,  daughter  of  Louis 
and  Clara  (Anthony)  Garrison.  This  lady  was 
born  in  Albany,  N.  Y.,  July  23,  1831,  and  was  the 
second  in  a  family  of  six  children.  They  came 
to  this  county  about  183G,  settling  in  Constantine 
Township,  where  the  father  was  only  permitted  to 
sojourn  a  few  years,  his  death  taking  place  when  he 
was  comparatively  a  young  man,  at  the  age  of  thirty- 
six  years.  The  paternal  grandfather  came  to  this 
county,  and  spent  his  last  years  in  Constantine 
Township,  dying  at  the  advanced  age  of  seventy- 
six  years.  Mrs.  Clara  Garrison  Corwin  is  still  liv- 
ing, making  her  home  in  Three  Rivers,  and  has  now 
arrived  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-two  years. 
After  the  death  of  her  first  husband  she  was  married 
to  Edwin  Corwin. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harrison  Lawrence  there  were 
born  three  children,  one  of  whom,  a  daughter  Lucy, 
died  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years,  nine  months  and 
two  days.  Lorenzo  C,  the  eldest  living,  was  born 
Dec.  26,  1851,  and  is  occupied  at  Florence  in  farm- 
ing and  stock-raising;  Jennie  May,  Mrs.  Breese  E. 
Moore,  was  born  Feb.  6,  1867,  and  lives  with  her 
husband  at  the  old  farm.  They  are  the  parents  of 
a  bright  little  girl.  Hazel  Fern,  who  was  born  Dec. 
12,  1 886.  Lorenzo  Lawrence,  a  respected  citizen  and 
a  man  of  decided  views,  affiliates  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party.  Besides  Harrison  H.  the  children  of 
Jeremiah  Lawrence  were  Lorenzo  W.,  Charles  A., 
Wolcott  H.  (the  first  white  child  born  in  Florence 
Township),  Lucy  C,  Horatio  F.,  Cynthia  J.,  Jere- 
miah A.  andAlthiaA.  (twins.) 
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AMES  PHILLIPS.  Among  the  citizens  of 
St.  Joseph  County  who  in  years  gone  by 
have  materially  aided  its  growth  and  added 
to  its  prosperity,  the  gentleman  whose  name 
is  at  the  head  of  this  sketch  occupies  no  mean 
position,  and  we  are  pleased  to  be  able  to  present  a 
brief  record  of  his  life  to  the  readers  of  this  vol- 
ume.    He  is  now  living  in  honorable  retirement  in 
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his  pleasant  home  in  Stur^is,  having  by  the  quiet 
force  of  persistent  effort,  directed  by  some  discre- 
tion and  a  conscientious  devotion  to  duty,  gained 
a  well-deserved  competency,  so  that  he  can  now 
pass  his  declining  years  free  from  the  cares  and 
toils  that  beset  his  early  manhood.  He  is  still  the 
possessor,  however,  of  a  farm,  which,  with  its  well- 
tilled  acres,  neat  buildings,  and  other  valuable 
improvements,  is  considered  one  of  the  finest  pieces 
of  property  within  a  radius  of  many  miles. 

Mr.  Phillips  has  been  a  resident  of  St.  Joseph 
County  for  over  fifty  years,  and  it  has  been  his 
privilege  to  watch  the  great  change  that  has  been 
been  brought  about  since,  when  a  lad  of  thirteen  or 
fourteen  years,  he  came  here  with  his  parents. 
Michigan  had  that  year  been  admitted  into  the  Union 
as  a  State,  but  the  greater  part  of  it  was  still  an 
unreclaimed  wilderness,  as  the  people  were  but  be- 
ginning to  dimly  comprehend  the  vastness  of  the 
many  and  varied  resources  of  the  State,  although 
there  had  been  settlements  made  on  her  borders 
more  than  a  century,  yea,  more  than  a  century  and 
a  half  before,  the  first  permanent  settlement  being 
made  at  Sault  St.  Marie  in  1688.  But  as  late 
as  the  first  quarter  of  the  present  century  it  was  the 
confirmed  belief  that  the  interior  of  the  State  was 
a  vast  swamp,  this  belief  being  supported  by  the 
geographers  of  the  day  and  by  the  Government 
surveyors  who  had  penetrated  the  primeval  forest 
to  survey  bounty  lands  for  the  soldiers  of  the 
Union.  This  had  so  retarded  emigration  to 
this  fair  and  goodly  countr}^  that  when  our  subject 
came  here  the  gigantic  task  of  clearing  away  the 
forests,  draining  the  swamps  and  cultivating  the 
wild  prairies,  found  here  and  there,  had  but  scarce 
begun.  It  required  the  herculean  labors  of  brawny, 
brave,  stout-hearted  pioneers  to  subdue  the  power- 
ful forces  of  Nature  in  the  wilderness.  As  a  result 
of  their  work  and  that  of  their  successors  Southern 
Michigan  can  now  boast  of  as  fine  and  productive 
farms  as  can  be  found  in  the  Union,  and  her  com- 
merce and  manufactures  in  her  thriving  towns  and 
prosperous  cities  are  as  flourishing  as  in  other 
States. 

Our  subject  may  well  be  proud  that  he  has  had  a 
hand  in  developing  the  agricultural  resources  which 
form  so  important  a  source  of  the  wealth  of  the 
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State  of  his  adoption.  He  has  also  been  conspicu- 
ously identified  with  the  civic  life  of  his  township, 
having  served  as  Township  Treasurer  for  two 
years,  as  School  Director  for  some  years,  and 
as  School  Assessor  for  nine  3^ ears.  He  is  a  quiet, 
unassuming  man,  whose  downright  honesty  and 
simplicity  of  character,  combined  with  shrewd 
common  sense  and  good  business  qualifications, 
render  him  thoroughly  respected  by  all  with  whom 
he  comes  in  contact.  He  is  a  prominent  member 
of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  has  taken  tho  ninth 
degree,  that  of  Knight  Templar. 

He  of  whom  we  write  was  born  in  Ulster  County, 
N.  Y.,  Jan  7,  1823.  His  father,  Elijah  Phillips, 
was  a  native  of  the  same  State,  and  was  there  reared 
and  married,  Catharine  Hogan,  a  native  of  New 
York,  becoming  his  wife.  To  them  were  born 
seven  children,  three  of  whom  are  living,  namely: 
James,  Hiram  and  Margaret.  In  1887  Mr.  Phil- 
lips came  to  Michigan  with  his  family,  travel- 
ing on  the  Erie  Canal  to  Buffalo,  whence  they 
embarked  on  a  lake  steamer  for  Toledo.  There 
the  father  bought  two  yoke  of  oxen,  and  with  the 
household  goods  started  for  liis  destination  in  this 
county,  passing  through  the  famous  Cottonwood 
Swamp.  That  was  before  the  days  of  macadam- 
ized roads,  and  the  poorly  constructed  highways 
were  almost  impassable,  it  requiring  three  days  to 
get  through  the  swamp.  The  women  came  on  the 
primitive  railway  that  extended  between  Toledo 
and  Adrian,  the  cars  being  drawn  by  horses, 
and  from  the  latter  city  they  came  to  St.  Joseph 
County  by  stage.  Mr.  Phillips  purchased  wild 
land  in  this  township,  six  miles  west  of  Sturgis, 
and  in  the  pioneer  home  that  he  established  there 
our  subject  grew  to  stalwart  manhood.  He 
received  his  education  in  a  subscription  school  that 
was  taught  in  a  log  cabin,  with  slab  seats,  and 
a  board  on  pins  against  the  wall  for  a  desk. 

January  1,  1851,  Mr.  Phillips  and  Mary  Brown 
united  their  lives  for  better  or  for  worse.  She  was 
a  daughter  of  Archibald  Brown,  and  was  born  in 
New  York,  in  1826.  Her  parents  came  to  Michi- 
gan in  1835,  and  were  early  pioneers  of  this  county, 
settling  first  in  Burr  Oak  Township,  and  the  next 
year  coming  to  this  township.  The  union  of 
our  subject  and  his  wife  proved  a  happy  one,  and 
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it  has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  three  children, 
two  of  whom  are  living,  Archibald  and  Mary  eJ. 
Archibald  married  Adda  Haner,  a  daughter  of  Lewis 
llaner,  of  White  Township,  and  to  them  three  chil- 
dren have  been  born — Homer,  Virgil  and  Edna. 
Mary  J.  married  Herbert  B.  Henry,  of  this  township, 
and  they  have  three  children — James,  Catharine 
and  Mary. 
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^ELSON  I.  TOBEY,  a  druggist  of  Sturgis,  is 
ine  representative  of  the  young  business 
of  St.  Joseph  County,  native  and  to 
the  manner  born,  who  are  fast  stepping  to  the  front 
to  take  an  active  part  in  sustaining  and  extending 
the  extensive  commercial  interests  of  Southern 
Michigan.  He  is  a  worthy  descendant  of  an  old 
pioneer  family  of  this  county,  his  grandfather, 
Bracy  Tobey,  having  been  an  early  settler  in  this 
part  of  Michigan,  and  taken  an  active  part  in  its 
development. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  William  and 
Augusta  (Sanborn)  Tobey,  natives  of  Schenectady, 
N.  Y.,  and  Vermont.  When  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject was  fourteen  3^ears  old  he  accompanied  his  par- 
ents to  their  new  home  in  the  wilds  of  Southern 
Michigan,  and  here,  amid  the  exigencies  of  the  pio- 
neer life  that  prevailed  in  those  early  days  of  the 
settlement  of  vSt.  Joseph  County,  he  grew  to  man- 
liood.  He  married  Augusta  Sanborn,  daughter  of 
Gideon  and  Jane  Sanborn,  and  they  began  their 
wedded  life  in  Burr  Oak  Township.  Some  years 
later  he  moved  with  his  family  into  Sturgis. 

Nelson  Tobc}'  was  born  in  Burr  Oak  Township, 
May  7,  1861,  and  Avhen  in  his  seventh  3^ear  came 
to  Sturgis  to  make  his  home  with  his  grandfather 
Tobey,  that  he  might  attend  the  city  schools,  where 
he  gleaned  a  substantial  education,  as  he  was  a 
bright,  intelligent  lad.  He  began  his  career  as  a 
druggist  in  the  store  of  Mr.  Anthony,  for  whom  he 
clerked  a  period  of  six  months.  He  subsequently 
clerked  in  llibbard's  drug  store  for  seven  years, 
and  became  thoroughly  familiar  with  the  drug 
business  in  all  its  details,  and  is  a  first-class  phar- 
maceutist in  all  that  the  name  implies.  In  Septem- 
ber, 1885,  Mr.  Tobey  established  himself  in  his 
IV  osent  business.  He  has  a  neat  and  pleasant  store, 
<•  


well  fitted  up,  and  carries  a  full  line  of  drugs,  medi- 
cines, paints,  oils  and  a  general  line  of  sundries, 
having  a  capital  stock  of  $1,800,  and  his  annual  sales 
amounting  to  $4,000,  he  having  quite  an  extensive 
and  prosperous  trade. 

Mr.  Tobey  was  married,  April  14,  1882,  to  Miss 
Clara  B.,  daughter  of  the  late  Malachi  and  Sarah 
(Williams)  Roat.  She  was  born  in  this  county. 
She  has  become  the  mother  of  two  children,  Alta 
and  Teddy.  Our  subject  is  a  young  man  of  good 
personal  habits  and  of  high  character,  and  his  tact- 
ful and  gentlemanly  manners  have  won  him  a  large 
degree  of  popularity.  He  pays  strict  attention  to 
his  business,  and  his  long  experience  in  that  line 
has  given  him  an  enviable  knowledge  of  the  drugs 
that  he  dispenses  and  of  their  various  uses,  so  that 
his  customers  patronize  him  with  the  utmost  con- 
fidence. Mr.  Tobey  is  identified  with  the  Knights 
of  Pythias  as  a  prominent  member  of  the  order. 
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^^RVING  J.  GOODENOW,  the  enterprising  edi- 
tor and  proprietor  of  the  White  Pigeon  Jou7'- 
naU  was  born  in  Henrietta,  Monroe  Co.,  N.  Y., 
April  10,  1850,  where  he  resided  and  received  his 
education.  He  was  graduated  from  the  Academic 
Institute  at  LeRoy,  N.  Y.,  in  June,  1868,  after 
which  he  engaged  in  printing  and  publishing  in 
Holly,  Mich.  This  business  he  has  since  followed. 
He  was  foreman  in  the  Daily  Democrat  office  in 
Grand  Rapids  for  several  years.  When  he  left 
that  position  he  went  to  Marietta,  Sanilac  County, 
and  purchased  the  Index^  which  he  remodeled,  and 
changed  the  name  to  that  of  the  Marlette  Leader, 
which  he  published  for  four  years,  and  made  it  one 
of  the  leading  papers  of  that  section  of  the  State. 

His  venture  here  proving  successful  our  subject 
disposed  of  his  business,  and  in  the  spring  of  1 884 
he  w^ent  to  Cedar  Springs,  Kent  County,  and  was 
employed  in  the  ofiice  of  the  Clipper  until  September, 
1888,  when  he  came  to  White  Pigeon  and  purchased 
the  Journal,  which  he  is  now  publishing.  It  is  an 
eight-column  folio,  and  is  one  of  the  most  spicy 
and  well  edited  newspapers  of  the  many  published 
in  the  county.  He  enjoys  a  liberal  share  of  adver- 
tising patronage,  and  has  a  very  large  and  increasing 
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paid  subscription  list.  Tlie  editorials  in  the  paper 
are  always  short  and  direct,  having  for  tlieir  sub- 
ject the  current  events  of  the  day.  The  editor  is  a 
level-headed,  clear-thinking  individual,  and  his 
paper  has  a  great  influence  on  all  questions  of  pub- 
lic and  vital  interest. 

This  gentleman  was  married  to  Alice  A.  Smith, 
Feb.  22,  1871 .  She  is  the  daughter  of  Elijah  Smith, 
who  is  now  deceased.  They  have  become  the  par- 
ents of  four  children — Fannie,  Ralph,  Maud  and 
Harold.  They  are  very  bright  and  intelligent  and 
are  a  source  of  much  comfort  to  their  parents. 
They  are  attending  the  schools  of  their  native  town, 
laying  a  foundation  for  acquiring  such  knowledge 
as  will  make  them  useful  members  of  society. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  has  never  sought  any 
public  office,  preferring  to  wield  any  political  in- 
fluence that  he  might  possess  through  the  columns 
of  his  paper,  the  circulation  of  which  would  allow 
him  to  reach  every  week  the  hearts  and  minds 
Of  his  many  intelligent  readers.  He  was  a  dele- 
gate to  the  Republican  State  Convention  which 
met  in  Lansing  in  1882.  He  is  an  honored  mem- 
ber of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  is  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
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^INDIL    II.  CALAM,  a  member  of   the  firm 

§of  Wells  &  Calam,  dry-goods  merchants  of 
Constantine  Village,  is  a  man  whose  business 
ability  has  given  him  prominence  in  mercantile  and 
financial  circles  in  St.  Joseph  County,  and  rendered 
him  no  unimportant  factor  in  its  material  pros- 
perity. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Yorkshire,  England, 
July  20,  1826,  being  the  eldest  of  the  four  children 
of  John  and  Mary  (Harwood)  Calam.  They  were 
lifelong  residents  of  Yorkshire,  wiiere  his  father 
carried  on  the  trade  of  butcher.  Much  of  the  ear- 
lier life  of  our  subject  was  spent  with  his  grand- 
parents on  a  farm-  until  he  was  fourteen  years  old, 
when  he  was  apprenticed  for  six  years  to  a  shoe- 
maker to  learn  the  trade.  After  the  completion  of 
his  term  of  apprenticeship  he  followed  that  voca- 
tion for  a  year  and  a  half  in  his  native  land,  but  in 
the  early  part  of  1850  the  course  of  his  life  changed, 


he  having  determined  to  seek  a  new  home  in  the 
United  States,  and  crossed  the  Atlantic  for  that 
purpose.  After  his  arrival  in  this  country  he  made 
his  way  to  Sturgis,  Mich.,  and  was  engaged  by  his 
uncle  to  work  on  a  farm.  Two  years  later  he 
abandoned  farm  work  to  resume  his  trade,  and 
building  a  small  shoe-shop  in  Sturgis,  he  was  actively 
engaged  in  making  shoes  there  for  about  two  years. 
He  then  came  to  Constantine  and  established  himself 
here  as  a  manufacturer  of  boots  and  shoes,  and 
built  up  quite  an  extensive  trade,  sometimes  em- 
ploying as  many  as  ten  hands  to  fill  his  orders.  He 
continued  in  that  line  of  business  until  the  winter 
of  1861,  when  he  formed  a  partnership  with  John 
M.  Wells,  and  they  have  since  continued  together 
in  the  mercantile  busine.ss.  They  have  a  commo- 
dious, neat  and  well-arranged  store,  do  a  large 
business,  and  are  prospering  financially.  Mr.  Calam 
w^as  appointed  Postmaster  of  Constantine  July 
29,  1867,  and  held  that  office  until  April,  1886, 
when  he  was  succeeded  b}^  the  present  incumbent, 
E.  J.  Heimbach.  Prior  to  his  appointment  his 
partner  had  been  Postmaster  for  several  years,  but 
during  that  time  Mr.  Calam  discharged  the  duties 
as  deputy,  making  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century 
in  all  in  which  the  office  was  under  his  management. 
While  holding  that  office  our  subject  discharged  its 
duties  with  a  faithfulness  and  efficiency  that  made 
him  popular  with  the  people.  In  politics  he  is  a 
true  Republican,  and  has  taken  quite  an  active  part 
in  party  affairs.  He  was  formerly  a  member  of 
the  Reformed  Church,  and  since  its  consolidation 
with  the  Presbyterian  and  the  change  of  name  to 
the  Congregational,  he  has  been  identified  w-ith 
that.  He  is  entitled  in  the  fullest  degree  to  the 
respect  and  confidence  of  his  fellowmen,  as  his 
character  is  without  blemish,  and  his  life  is  guided 
by  upright  motives.  He  early  displayed  the  tact, 
keen  sagacity,  and  prompt  business  habits  that 
have  made  him  so  successful  in  his  mercantile  ca- 
reer, and  has  placed  himself  among  the  most  pros- 
perous and  well-to-do  citizens  of  Constantine 
Village. 

Mr.  Calam  has  been  three  times  married.  He 
was  first  wedded  in  Florence  Township,  St.  Joseph 
County,  to  Miss  Ann,  daughter  of  the  late  Robert 
Shellcock.     She  was  born  in   Constantine,  and  her 
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death  occniTed  in  that  village  Jan.  2,  1864.  She 
bore  him  five  children,  of  whom  Robert  F.  and 
Charles  E.  are  the  only  ones  now  living.  Those 
deceased  are  Mary  and  Annie,  wlio  died  young, 
and  John  M.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-seven. 
Mr.  Calam's  second  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Martha  J.  Metcalf,  died  in  Constantine.  He  was 
again  married  in  this  village.  Miss  Lizzie  Wach- 
tenhauser  becoming  his  wife,  and  she  still  presides 
over  his  pleasant  home,  making  it  comfortable  and 
attractive. 


"  ^  K()H(iK  W.  MOAK.     Although  not   having 

Ga  place  among  tlie  ohl-time  settlers  of  the 
town  of  AVliite  Pigeon,  this  gentleman  takes 
an  important  position  in  the  business  circles  of  the 
town,  where  he  has  large  business  interests.  He  is 
one  of  the  promoters  and  active  managers  of  the 
(A^'lone  Fanning  jMill  Comi)any,  one  of  the  thriv- 
ing and  growing  business  enter[)rises  in  the  south- 
ern part  of  the  State.  He  is  at  i)resent  one  of  the 
foremen  in  the  factory. 

Our  subject  is  a  native  of  the  to^vll  of  Sharon. 
Schoharie  Co..  N.  Y.,  wliere  he  was  born  Sept.  18. 
1844.  Both  his  parents.  John  and  Nancy  (Mere- 
ness)  Moak.  were  natives  of  the  same  county.  He 
is  one  of  a  family  of  seven  children,  five  of  wliom 
are  living,  namely:  (George  W  ..  our  subject;  Jacob, 
John.  Abram  and  Nancy  INI.  One  son,  Nicholas, 
died  in  the  army  during  the  Rebellion.  He  was 
married  and  left  a  wife  and  five  children.  44ie 
brother  David  was  killed  on  the  All)any  ik  Susque- 
hanna Railroad.  He  was  deaf,  having  lost  his  hear- 
in<)-  while  in  the  1  nion  Army  during  the  late  war. 
He  lost  his  life  by  stepping  from  one  track  of  the 
i-oad.  to  get  out  of  the  way  of  an  approaching 
train,  directly  in  front  of  one  approaching  from  the 
opposite  direction,  and  was  run  over  and  killed. 

The  (Hlucation  obtained  by  the  subject  of  this 
sk(^t.ch  was  in  the  common  schools,  in  Avhich  he 
availed  hinuself  of  eveiy  advantage  offered,  and 
ac(]uired  habits  of  study  and  observation,  which  he 
exercises  daily.  He  came  to  White  Pigeon  in 
18()().  w4iere  he  has  lived  continuously,  except  the 
years  between  1867  and    1872,  which    he   spent  in 


Berrien  County,  Mich.  He  is  a  carpenter,  and  he 
followed  that  occupation  until  October,  1886,  when 
lie  engaged  in  his  present  business.  The  factory 
operated  by  the  Fanning  Mill  Company  is  well 
equipped  with  the  latest  improved  labor  saving 
devices,  including  one  single-surfacer,  a  band-saw. 
mortising-machine,  rowting-machine  sticker,  and 
with  a  full  complement  of  rip  and  cut-off  saws. 
The  [)Ower  is  supplied  by  a  20-horse  [)ower  Ames 
engine.  The  mechanical  i)erfection  of  the  mill 
manufactured  is  due,  to  a  large  extent,  to  the 
knowledge  i)ossessed  and  applied  by  our  subject. 
It  is  designed  to  be  simple,  and  at  the  same  time 
substantially  constructed,  that  it  may  be  able  to 
witlistand  the  rough  usage  often  subjected  to  in 
the  hands  of  the  farmers. 

Mr.  jNIoak  was  married  to  Louisa  Oeist,  Nov.  8, 
1868.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Thomas  (ieist.  Her 
father  is  now  deceased.  They  are  the  parents  of 
live  children,  four  of  whom  are  living — Charlie, 
Vina,  Mety  and  Frank.  The  deceased  child  was  a 
son.  l^earl,  who  died  at  the  age  of  five  years.  The 
domestic  life  of  this  gentleman  is  exceptionally 
happ\'.  and  with  their  four  children  about  them, 
the  i)arents  have  one  of  tlie  most  pleasant  and 
agi'eeal)le  home  circles  in  the  neighborhood. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  a  soldier  in  the 
late  war.  He  enlisted  in  Company  E,  ir)3d  New 
York  Infantry,  in  which  he  served  two  years,  and 
l)ai"ticii)ated  in  the  battles  fought  during  the  his- 
torical Red  River  expedition,  and  in  the  Shenan- 
doah A'alley,  A'a..  as  well  as  man\'  of  the  smaller 
skirmishes.  He  was  not  wounded  in  any  of  them, 
but  was  sick  in  the  hospital  for  five  months.  He 
was  honorably  discharged,  and  is  now  an  active 
meml)er  of  the  G.  A.  R.  Postal  AVhite  Pigeon;  he  is 
also  associated  with  the  A.  F.  &  A.  IVI. 

Our  subject  is  one  of  those  men  who  have  from 
earliest  boylujod  earned  their  living  by  the  labor 
of  their  hands.  In  this  case  he  has  performed  his 
l)art  in  life  nobly.  As  a  carpenter  and  builder  he 
has,  l)y  attention  and  study  of  the  many  mechanical 
prin(4ples  connected  with  his  calling,  mastered  the 
profession  in  all  its  details.  He  considered  that 
arty  thing  worth  doing  at  all  was  worth  doing  well, 
and  when  engaged  u[)on  any  work  lie  devoted  his 
entire  time  and  attention  to  its  successful  comple- 
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tion,  and  labored  both  mentally  and  pliysicall,y  to 
attain  that  result.  As  a  consequence  there  is  no 
one  in  the  vicinity  who  has  a  better  knowledge  or 
a  more  thorougli  understanding  of  the  trade,  and 
has  a  better  reputation  as  a  meclianic  than  our  sub- 
ject. The  business  in  which  he  is  now  interested 
is  destined  to  make  him  one  of  the  wealthy  and 
financially  solid  men  of  the  county.  His  residence 
is  in  a  neat  and  tasty  building  located  on  East 
Chicago  street.  He  affiliates  with  the  Republican 
party. 


AVID  P.  HAMILTON.  While  traveling 
through  St.  Joseph  County  the  biograph- 
ical writers  of  this  Album  met  but  few 
active  business  men  who  were  born  natives 
of  the  county.  A  large  majority  of  those  who  to- 
day are  tilling  the  soil  and  raising  stock  or  engaged 
in  business  or  commercial  enterprises,  or  members 
of  the  professions,  were  born  without  the  borders 
of  the  county.  Among  this  number  is  the  subject 
of  our  sketch,  who  is  now  one  of  the  leading  and 
enterprising  men  of  White  Pigeon,  where  he  owns 
and  operates  one  of  the  finest  flouring- mills  in  the 
State.  He  was  born  in  Cumberland  County,  Pa., 
Jan.  10,  1828.  His  parents  migrated  to  Ohio  in 
1835,  our  subject  accompanying  them.  They  set- 
tled in  Eairfield  County,  in  that  State,  where  David 
was  reared  and  received  his  education.  While  a 
resident  of  this  county  he  learned  the  carpenter  and 
joiner  trade,  which  he  followed  for  eleven  years. 
In  1847  he  went  to  Vicksburg,  Miss.,  where  he 
worked  a  short  time.  He  also  visited  Louisiana, 
in  which  State  he  passed  one  year. 

At  the  expiration  of  that  time  our  subject  re- 
turned to  Fairfield  County  for  a  short  visit.  He 
then  went  to  Columbus,  Ohio,  where  he  remained 
six  months.  In  December,  1848,  he  went  to  St. 
Mary's,  Ohio,  where  he  followed  his  trade  until 
1855,  in  which  year  he  engaged  in  milling.  He 
pursued  this  business  until  1860,  when  he  moved  to 
South  Bend,  Ind.,  where  he  bought  an  interest  in 
the  Harper  flouring-mill,  which  he  held  until  1862, 
in  which  year  he  came  to  White  Pigeon,  Mich., 
and  in  company  with  John  H.  Keedy  he  built  the 
mill  he  now  owns.     He  retained  his  interest  in  the 


South  Bend  Mill  until  1865,  when  he  disposed  of  it 
and  concentrated  his  interests  in  their  present  shape. 
There  had  been  a  mill  on  the  site  now  occupied  by 
his  property,  which  had  been  burned. 

Our  subject  purchased  his  partner  Keedy's  inter- 
est in  this  mill  in  1865,  which  he  still  owns  and 
operates.  The  system  employed  in  the  mill  is  the 
full  roller  process,  which  was  put  in  operation  in 
1883.  Water  supplies  the  motive  power,  which  is 
brought  to  the  mill  through  a  race  three-fourths  of 
a  mile  in  length.  At  all  seasons  of  the  year  he  has 
six  feet  head,  the  power  of  which  is  transmitted  to 
the  mill  by  means  of  a  modern  turbine  wheel. 
The  mill  is  capable  of  producing  150  barrels  of 
flour  every  twenty-four  hours.  The  product  of  the 
mill  is  of  the  very  best  quality,  and  commands  the 
highest  price  in  the  markets  where  it  is  sold. 

Mr.  Hamilton  was  married,  May  19,  1853,  to 
Catherine  Bechdoldt.  She  was  born  in  Auglaize 
County,  Ohio,  and  died  July  2,  1866.  She  was  the 
mother  of  four  children:  Robert  J.,  Mary  and 
Alice  are  living;  and  Frank  died  at  the  age  of  eight 
years.  Our  subject  married  Miss  Mary  E.  Salyer 
Oct.  20,  1870.  She  died  Dec.  24,  1884.  She  was 
the  daughter  of  George  Z.  Salyer,  who  is  now  de- 
ceased. 

In  the  spring  of  1857  our  subject  went  to  Law- 
rence, Kan.,  leaving  his  family  in  St.  Mary's,  Ohio. 
He  remained  there  until  August  of  the  same  year, 
when  he  returned  to  Ohio,  and  in  the  spring  of 
1858  he  went  back  to  Lawrence  and  from  there  to 
Denver,  Col.,  in  August  of  the  same  year  in  the 
winter  of  which  the  city  of  Denver  was  located. 
In  October  following  he  returned  to  St.  Mary's, 
where  he  remained  until  he  secured  his  business  in- 
terests in  South  Bend,  Ind.  His  daughter  Mary  is 
married  to  P^lliot  O.  Grosvenor,  and  now  resides  in 
Monroe,  Mich.,  and  is  the  mother  of  one  child — Ira 
Rufus. 

Our  subject  is  the  son  of  Samuel  Hamilton, 
who  was  a  native  of  Cumberland  County,  Pa.;  he 
is  now  deceased.  His  paternal  grandfather,  George, 
was  born  in  Scotland  and  served  as  a  soldier  in  the 
Revolutionary  War.  Mr.  Hamilton's  mother  was 
Mary  (Weaver)  Hamilton.  She  was  also  a  native 
of  Cumberland  County.  The  parents  reared  a 
family  of  eight  children,  six  of    whom  are   living. 
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namely:  David,  our  subject;  Margaret,  Eliza,  Yoc- 
torine,  Robert  J.  and  Augustus.  The  second  son, 
John,  was  drowned  in  the  canal  in  Licking  County, 
Ohio,  in  1857,  at  the  age  of  twenty-five  years; 
while  filling  the  lock  he  fell  into  the  water  and  was 
drowned  before  he  could  be  rescued,  and  the  son 
George  W.  was  drowned  atTecumseh,  Mich.,  in  the 
Raisin  River,  in  June,  1874.  He  was  fifty -four 
years  old.  He  lost  his  life  while  taking  some  tim- 
l)ers  out  of  the  whirlpool  at  their  mill  dam. 

Mr.  Hamilton  takes  a  first  place  among  the  many 
prominent  citizens  of  the  locality  where  he  lives, 
and  during  his  long  and  eventful  business  career 
he  has  ever  strictly  observed  that  most  important 
factor  in  the  successful  public  or  business  life  of 
any  man — honesty.  He  combines  strictness  of 
moral  principles  with  energy  and  decision  of  char- 
acter. He  is  a  careful,  conscientious  business  man, 
ever  adhering  to  the  dictates  of  his  conscience,  in 
matters  both  of  public  and  private  nature ;  he  has 
made  profitable  investments,  become  interested  in 
remunerative  enterprises,  and  has  won  honorable 
success  in  business,  and  secured  a  competence  as  the 
product  of  personal  industry  and  good  judgment, 
put  forth  in  a  field  wisely  selected.  In  politics  he 
is  devoted  to  the  Republican  party. 
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RI  C.  WHEELER.  Among  the  many  pros- 
perous and  successful  business  men  of  White 
Pigeon,  who  have,  through  their  own  efforts 
and  the  exercise  of  economy  and  energy,  accumu- 
lated a  competency,  is  the  gentleman  whose  name 
heads  this  sketch.  He  is  now  engaged  in  business 
as  a  general  merchant,  in  the  conduct  of  which  he 
exercises  a  rare  degree  of  business  shrewdness  and 
a  complete  knowledge  of  all  its  details.  He  was 
born  in  New  Hampshire,  March  8,  1841,  and  is  the 
son  of  George  Wheeler,  a  native  of  Goffstown,  N. 
H.,  where  his  birth  also  occurred  in  1809.  His 
father  is  now  deceased. 

Our  subject  attended  the  common  schools  of  the 
community  where  he  lived,  and  laid  the  foundation 
for  the  rich  store  of  knowledge  he  now  possesses. 
Although  never  attending  any  college,  he  has,  by 
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his  experience  and  observation,  added  to  his  ever 
increasing  stock  of  information,  until  he  is  now  one 
of  the  best  informed  men  in  the  town  where  he 
lives.  At  the  age  of  twenty-three  he  entered  into 
the  business  of  railroading,  which  he  followed  con- 
tinuously for  eighteen  years.  The  last  fifteen  years 
of  his  service  was  as  a  locomotive  engineer  on  the 
L.  S.  &  M.  S.  R.  R.,  whose  service  he  entered  Sept. 
1,  1867,  and  which  he  left  Aug.  31,  1882.  Two 
years  prior  to  his  leaving  the  road  he  opened  a 
store  in  White  Pigeon,  devoted  to  the  millinery  and 
fancy  goods  trade,  which  was  looked  after  and 
successfully  managed  by  his  wife.  In  1882  he  left 
the  railroad  service  and  opened  a  dry-goods  and 
grocery  store  making  the  millinery  store  a  depart- 
ment in  the  new  venture,  of  which  his  wife  still  has 
charge.  They  have  a  capital  of  about  $12,000  in- 
vested, and  their  annual  sales  will  amount  to  |25,- 
000  or  over.  They  employ  one  clerk  steadily,  and 
a  portion  of  the  time  the  services  of  two  are 
necessary. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wheeler  were  married  June  6,  1867. 
Her  maiden  name  was  Julia  M.  Smith;  she  is  a 
daughter  of  Henry  Smith.  Her  father  was  a  soldier 
in  the  Union  Army  during  the  Rebellion.  He  is 
now  dead.  The  couple  have  no  children,  but  have 
adopted  a  boy,  Charles,  who  is  now  twelve  years 
old,  a  remarkably  bright,  intelligent  lad. 

Whatever  Mr.  Wheeler  does  he  does  with  all  the 
energy  of  which  he  is  capable,  thinking  that  what- 
ever is  worth  doing  at  all  is  worth  doing  well.  The 
economical  disposition  he  possesses  is  shown  by  the 
fact  that  when  he  began  railroading  he  had  com- 
paratively nothing,  and  now,  by  his  efforts  and  the 
valuable  assistance  of  his  wife,  they  carry  a  fine 
stock  of  goods  and  do  a  business,  the  sales  from 
which  amount  high  up  into  the  thousands  of  dollars 
annually.  While  employed  on  the  railroad  he  was 
one  of  the  leading  men  in  his  profession,  and  stood 
high  in  the  estimation  of  the  oflScials  of  the  road. 
He  endeavored,  by  leading  a  life  of  sobriety  and 
devoting  his  attention  closely  to  his  business,  to 
merit  a  continuance  of  this  feeling  toward  him,  and 
succeeded  in  doing  so  to  his  fullest  expectation. 

From  the  nature  of  his  calling  in  years  past  Mr. 

Wheeler  acquired  habits  of    regularity    and   close 

attention  to  his  work,  which  he  has  brought  with 

i» 


^L. 


ST.  JOSEPH  COUNTY. 


lim  into  his  new  business,  and  it  is  these  that  con- 
tribute so  largely  to  his  present  successful  career. 
The  i^art  that  his  good  wife  has  taken  in  the  past 
should  not  be  overlooked,  but  full  credit  be  given 
her  for  her  devotion  and  tact  shown  by  conducting 
the  first  business  stnrlcd  in  the  able  manner  in  which 
she  did.  They  are  both  generous,  public  spirited, 
and  take  a  prominent  place  in  the  social  life  of 
White  Pigeon. 


-^^  OLOMON  DILTZ  FLOWERS,  manufact- 
urer and  dealer  in  boots  and  shoes,  carries 
on  quite  an  extensive  business  in  that  line 
in  Sturgis,  and  is  numbered  among  the 
wide-awake  and  prosperous  citizens  of  this  town. 
His  wife  assists  him  in  the  business,  and  has  charge 
of  a  hair  department  in  connection  with  the  neatly 
arranged,  commodious  store. 

Mr.  Flowers  was  born  Oct.  12,  1847,  in  Cham- 
paign County,  Ohio,  his  birthplace  being  eleven 
miles  west  of  Urbana,  the  county  seat.  His  par- 
ents, William  T.  and  Sarah  (Martindale)  Flowers, 
were  natives  respectively  of  Ohio  and  Greencastle, 
Ind.,  his  father  having  been  born  near  the  city  of 
Dayton.  He  is  now  deceased,  but  the  mother  of 
our  subject  is  still  living,  and  makes  her  home  in 
this  town.  They  were  the  parents  of  five  children, 
three  of  whom  are  living:  George,  William  and  our 
subject,  and  all  reside  in  Sturgis. 

Solomon  Flowers  was  brought  up  and  educated 
in  his  native  county,  in  the  town  of  St.  Paris,  to 
which  his  parents  removed  when  he  w^as  a  small 
child.  His  father  was  a  shoemaker,  and  he  learned 
the  trade  of  him  when  a  boy,  and  has  always  fol- 
lowed it.  He  came  to  Sturgis  in  1868,  and  has 
since  lived  here.  He  began  life  for  himself  in  1872, 
establishing  himself  in  his  present  business.  He 
carries  a  full  line  of  boots,  shoes,  gaiters,  slippers, 
etc.,  having  a  stock  of  11,500,  and  an  annual  busi- 
ness of  $2,000  or  more.  Besides  making  shoes 
himself  he  keeps  three  hands  at  work,  as  he  has  a 
demand  for  all  that  he  can  manufacture.  Fie  also 
makes  for  the  trade  all  kinds  of  boot,  shoe  and 
gaiter  uppers. 

Mr,  Flowers  was  united  in  marriage  to  Mary  K. 


Wait,  May  31,  1874.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Hiram 
B.  Wait,  a  resident  of  Point  View,  Pawnee  Co., 
Kan.  She  was  born  near  Saratoga,  in  Balston  Spa, 
N.  Y.  As  before  stated,  Mrs.  Flowers  assists  her 
husband  in  his  business;  she  is  a  woman  of  more 
than  average  capacity,  and  her  husband  is  much  in- 
debted to  her  for  her  valuable  aid  in  bringing 
about  his  prosperity.  They  are  esteemed  members 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  are  active 
w^orkers  in  every  good  cause  that  interests  this  com- 
munity, among  which  is  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  of  which 
he  is  an  active  member. 

Mr.  Flowers  is  emphatically  a  self-made  man,  as 
he  began  life  with  no  other  capital  than  industrious 
habits,  good  business  principles,  a  thorough  knowl- 
edge of  his  trade,  and  a  steady  determination  to 
succeed.  It  is  therefore  more  to  his  credit  that, 
notwithstanding  the  reverses  he  has  met  he  is 
now  in  comfortable  circumstances,  although  he  has 
not  yet  reached  the  meridian  of  life.  He  has  a 
profitable  business,  and  his  credit  is  good  in  finan- 
cial circles. 
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ERRITT  WEMPLE.  The  history  of  any 
locality  or  place  is  nothing  but  the  biog- 
raphies of  the  lives  of  the  people  making 
it  their  home.  The  history  of  White  Pig- 
eon would  not  be  complete  should  we  overlook  the 
life  of  the  gentleman  whose  name  heads  this  sketch, 
who  claims  the  town  as  his  home,  and  where  he  is 
engaged  in  business,  operating  a  general  provision 
and  meat  market.  This  he  conducts  in  a  very  quiet, 
unostentatious  manner,  which  is  peculiar  to  the  in- 
dividual. 

This  gentleman  was  born  in  Mendon,  Monroe 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  near  Rochester,  Feb.  28,  1833.  He 
lived  in  his  native  place,  attending  school  and 
working  at  various  avocations  until  1854,  in  which 
3^ear  he  came  to  Michigan,  and  settled  in  Van  Buren 
Count}^  on  a  farm  twelve  miles  west  of  Kalamazoo. 
He  prospered  in  this  undertaking,  and  in  the  year 
1868  he  disposed  of  his  interests,  and  established  his 
present  business,  where  he  has  since  lived,  except- 
ing one  year  (1873)  which  he  spent  in  Chicago. 
Mr.  Wemple  is  the  son  of  Garrett  B.  Wemple, 
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who  was  a  native  of  Dutchess  County,  N.  Y.  He 
was  a  sailor  and  mate  on  the  Great  Lakes,  and  the 
St.  Lawrence  River.  The  grandfather  was  a  native 
of  Holland*  The  mother  of  our  subject  was  Dorcas 
Irwin;  she  was  born  in  the  town  of  Mendon,  N.  Y. 
The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  married,  April  29, 
1865,  to  Sarah  J.  Harrison.  This  lady  was  born  in 
Sackett's  Harbor,  Jefferson  Co.,  N.  Y. ;  she  was  the 
daughter  of  Alanson  Harrison,  who  is  now  deceased. 
He  was  a  native  of  Jefferson  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he 
followed  the  trade  of  a  stone-cutter.  The  years  of  her 
girlhood  were  spent  on  a  farm.  Her  mother  was 
Nellie  Luno;  she  was  born  in  Jefferson  County,  N. 
Y.,  of  German  ancestry.  This  lady  is  a  devout 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  :  she  blends  her 
Christian  belief  intimately  with  her  everyday  life, 
and  is  a  model  woman  and  wife. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  a  very  quiet,  unas- 
suming man,  seeking  to  avoid  notoriety  or  public  at- 
tention. He  is  singularly  modest  and  retiring  in 
his  disposition,  although  genial  in  address  and  gen- 
erous to  a  fault,  and  his  friends  are  as  numerous  as 
his  acquaintances.  He  is  very  enterprising,  and 
takes  a  leading  part  in  all  matters  calculated  to  ad- 
vance the  best  interests  of  the  community.  In 
politics  he  acts  with  the  Republican  party. 
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\F_^  ENRYL.  ANTHONY,  the  popular  druggist 
W)i\  of  Sturgis,  is  one  of  its  leading  citizens,  and 
[iv^^  is  identified  with  many  of  its  varied  inter- 
(^)  ests.  He  has  a  line  military  record,  and  al- 
though a  youth  wiien  he  enlisted,  attaining  his 
nicMJority  about  the  close  of  the  war,  his  loyalty 
and  devotion  to  the  stars  and  striiies,  his  courage, 
efliciency,  and  other  soldierly  qualities  in  the  face  of 
danger  on  many  a  hard-fought  battle-field,  won  him 
the  commendations  of  his  sui)eriors,  and  raised  him 
from  the  ranks  through  the  various  grades  of  non- 
commissioned ofltices  to  the  position  of  Second 
Lieutenant. 

Our  subject  derives  his  descent  from  an  old  New 
England  family,  who  were  pioneers  of  Rhode  Isl- 
and, coming  to  that  State  from  England  very 
early  in  Colonial  days.  Mr.  Anthony  is  himself  a 
native-]:)orn  citizen  of  this  State,  his  birth  having 
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taken  place  in  Calhoun  County,  Nov.  9,  1844.  The 
same  pioneer  spirit  that  actuated  the  original  ances- 
tor of  our  subject  to  cross  the  ocean  in  those  far-off 
days  must  have  descended  from  father  to  son  for 
some  generations,  as  some  progenitor  of  our  sub- 
ject must  have  settled  in  New  York  State  in  an 
early  day,  David  Anthony,  father  of  our  subject, 
having  been  born  there,  and  he,  in  his  turn,  became 
the  pioneer  of  the  still  newer  State  of  Michigan, 
lie  had  been  married  in  his  native  State  to  Cynthia 
Maynard,  likewise  of  New  York  birth,  and  to  them 
were  l)orn  five  children,  three  of  whom  are  living, 
namely:  Emma  and  Oscar,  on  the  home  place  in 
Kalamazoo  County,  and  our  subject.  The  father 
has  attained  the  advanced  age  of  seventy-nine  years. 

While  the  w^ar  was  raging  our  subject  enlisted, 
siiite  of  his  youth,  becoming  amember  of  Company 
A,  7th  Michigan  Cavalry,  and  served  faithfully 
the  interests  of  his  country  on  Soutliern  battle-fields 
three  years  and  tlu*ee  months,  and  took  an  active 
part  in  nearly  all  the  battles  fought  by  tlie  Army  of 
the  Potomac  in  that  time,  except  during  the  sum- 
mer of  1864,  wiien  he  was  on  detached  service,  hav- 
ing l)een  partly  disabled  by  a  wTjund.  He  was 
wounded  twice,  once  in  the  hip,  wiiicli  disabled  him 
for  six  months.  He  enlisted  as  a  i)rivate.  and 
passed  through  all  the  non-commissioned  offices, 
and  Sept.  17,  1863,  w\as  commissioned  Second  Lieu- 
tenant. His  regiment  composed  a  part  of  the 
famous  cavalry  l)rigade  commanded  by  the  late 
Gen.  (icorge  A.  Custer. 

In  the  fall  of  1866  Mr.  Anthony  came  to  Sturgis, 
where  he  has  since  lived.  His  first  employment 
here  was  that  of  teaching  penmansliip  and  book- 
kee})ing  in  the  Sturgis  Business  College,  after  wiiich 
for  nearly  four  ^-^ears  he  was  a  clerk  and  book-keei)er 
in  the  dry-goods  store  of  Herbert  liros.  In  Novem- 
ber, 1873,  he  established  his  present  business,  and 
has  since  follow^ed  it.  He  carries  a  full  line  of 
drugs,  medicines,  i)aints.  oils,  druggists'  sundries, 
fancy  goods,  etc.,  carrying  a  stock  of  |5,0()(),  and 
having  an  annual  sale  of  $10,000^  His  establish- 
ment is  finely  and  tastefully  fitted  up,  and  as  he 
sells  none  but  the  best  and  purest  drugs,  medi- 
cines, etc.,  he  has  a  large  patronage. 

The  marriage  of  iVlr.  Anthon}^  and  INliss  Louisa 
Pinney  was  solemnized  Oct.  14,    1876.     They  have 
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one  cliild,  Etliel,  born  Feb.  6,  1886.  Mrs.  Anthony 
was  born  Feb.  1,  1852,  at  DeKalb,  St.  Lawrence  Co., 
N.  Y.  She  too  is  of  New  England  parentage,  her 
ancestors  T)eing  of  Scotch  descent,  and  coming  to 
this  country  very  early  in  its  history.  Her  father, 
S.  1\.  Finney,  died  at  Ames,  Kan.,  Aug.  17,  1879, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-one  years. 

Our  subject  has  taken  an  active  interest  in  the 
administration  of  local  affairs,  his  cool  judgment, 
clear  intellect,  superior  education  and  practical 
sagacity,  eminently  fitting  liim  for  civic  life.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Town  Council  for  four  years, 
and  I'ownship  Clerk  for  the  same  lengtli  of  time. 
He  is  a  valued  member  of  the  G.  A.  K.,  and  is 
prominently  identified  with  the  Masonic  fraternity, 
holding  the  office  of  Crand  Jiuiior  Warden  of  the 
(xrand  Commandery  of  the  State  of  Michigan,  and 
he  has  filled  all  the  cliairs  of  the  subordinate  lodges 
except  that  of  the  Worshipful  Master  of  the  Blue 
Lodge.  IVlr.  Anthony  is  President  of  the  electric 
light  plant  of  Sturgis.  He  has  always  been  identi- 
fied with  the  business  interests  of  his  adopted  town, 
being  a  recognized  leader  in  every  measure  looking 
to  its  material  growth  and  ])rosperity,  giving  gen- 
erously of  his  means  for  the  u})building  of  every 
enterprise  for  the  benefit  of  the  village,  and  thereby 
adding  to  its  already  increasing  prosperit}^ 
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ANIEL  PEKGER,  undertaker,  of  Sturgis, 
is  a  well-known  and  highly  honored  citi- 
zen of  St.  Joseph  County,  of  which  he  has 
been  a  resident  for  a  quarter  of  a  century. 
He  comes  of  good  old  Pennsylvania  stock,  and  is 
himself  a  native  of  the  Ke^^stone  State,  born  in 
Luzerne  County,  Feb.  4,  1835.  His  father,  Charles 
Ik^rger,  at  present  a  resident  of  Tama  County,  Iowa, 
was  likewise  a  native  of  that  county,  having  been 
l)orn  there  in  June,  1801.  He  married  Catherine 
Kester,  who  was  born  in  Luzerne  County,  Pa.  In 
1838  he  removed  with  his  family  to  Delaware 
County,  Ohio,  and  for  a  few  years  cast  in  his  lot 
with  the  early  pioneers  of  that  part  of  the  Buckeye 
State.  In  1851  he  again  took  up  the  westward  march, 
and  crossing  the  border  into  Indiana,  settled  in 
Steuben  County  on  a  farm,  and    was  actively  and 


prosperously  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  there. 

He  of  whom  we  write  was  scarcely  three  years  (.)f 
age  when  his  parents  moved  from  his  birth [)lac(^  to 
the  wdds  of  Ohio,  and  eleven  years  had  passed 
over  his  head  when  they  took  up  their  residiMice  in 
Indiana.  He  there  grew  to  a  strong  and  vigorous 
manhood  on  his  father's  farm,  and  received  i\  good 
practical  training  in  agricultural  labors  when  not 
attending  the  public  scliools,  where  he  obfjuned  his 
education.'  After  the  breaking  out  of  the  Late  wnr 
he  joined  a  regiment,  Company  A,  29tli  hidiaua 
Infantry,  and  for  thirteen  months  was  patriotically 
engaged  in  fighting  his  country's  battles.  At  the 
age  of  twenty-four  he  had  acquired  the  ca]'})enter's 
trade,  spending  a  year  in  Butler,  Ind.  In  the  fall 
of  18()4  he  came  to  Sturgis.  where  he  has  since 
made  his  home.  He  established  himself  in  the 
undertaking  and  furniture  business  in  this  town 
Oct.  16,  1880,  and  in  the  latter  line  did  (piite  an 
extensive  and  flourishing  business  until  he  sold 
that  branch  to  Frank  II.  Church,  in  Se[)tend)(U", 
1888,  and  now  devotes  his  entire  attention  to  the  un- 
dertaking, he  doing  about  all  the  business  in  that  line 
in  Sturgis  and  vicinity.  He  owns  and  runs  a  i\\w 
hearse  in  connection  with  his  establishment,  and  b\' 
the  exercise  of  energy,  abilitj^  and  natural  slunnvd- 
ness,  he  has  placed  himself  among  tlie  su])stantial 
citizens  of  the  count3^ 

Our  subject  has  been  twice  mai*ried.  Dec.  28. 
1853,  he  was  united  to  Ann  (Umn,  daughter  of 
Morrison  Gunn,  of  Steuben  County,  Ind,  and  to 
them  two  children  were  l)orn — Eva  E.  and  Bertha 
A.  After  a  brief  but  pleasant  married  life,  the 
amiable  wife  of  our  subject's  earl\'  years  passec 
away  from  the  scenes  of  earth,  in  January.  185(i, 
Mr.  Berger's  marriage  to  his  present  estimable  wife 
occurred  Feb.  1.  1864,  She  was  formerly  Olive  (■. 
Eldridge,  daughter  of  JolniG.  Eldridge,  of  Sturgis. 
and  she  was  born  in  1845  in  Cleveland,  Ohio.  Mr. 
I^erger  not  only  has  a  fine  residence  but  an  attract- 
ive and  cheerful  home,  rendered  so  by  the  [)leasant 
courtesy  of  the  host  and  hostess,  and  the  truly 
hospitable  welcome  extended  to  whomsoevi^r  crosses 
its  threshold,  whether  they  l)e  of  high  or  low 
degree. 

Mr.  Berger  is  a  man  of  unimpeachable  integrity, 
who  has  always  led  a  strictly   upright   moi'al    life. 
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lie  is  a  sound  Christian  and  a  valued  member  of 
tlie  jNIethodist  Ei)iseopal  Church,  lie  is  a  man  of 
mueh  social  importance  in  this  communit}^,  and  is 
a  member  of  the  ( i.  A.  K.,  tlie  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  also 
of  the  Masonic  fraternity.  In  politics  he  is  a  stanch 
Republican,  firmly  believing  that  the  policy  of  that 
party  is  the  best  for  the  guidance  of  National 
affairs. 


.  R.  SAMUEL  B.  F()LEET1\  who  is  a  prac- 
ticing physician  of  the  Old  School  and  a 
graduate  of  Geneva  Ck)llege,  N.  Y.,  has  for 
many  years  labored  among  the  people  of 
Sturgis,  where  he  has  built  u])  a  large  and  lucrative 
business,  and  is  held  in  warm  regard  by  the  peoi)le 
of  his  community.  A  native  of  the  Empire  State, 
he  was  born  in  Roxbiiry,  Delaware  C*ounty,  Nov. 
T),  1827,  and  is  the  son  of  William  and  Sybil  (Black- 
man)  Follett,  who  were  natives  of  the  same  State 
as  their  son.  Tlie  family  is  of  English  origin,  and 
the  father  of  our  subject  a  farmer  by  occupation. 
The  parents  spent  their  last  years  in  New  York 
State. 

l"he  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  a  farmer's 
boy,  and  pursued  his  first  studies  in  the  district 
school.  Later  he  attended  Bethany  Academy,  lie 
entered  upon  the  study  of  medicine  under  the  in- 
struction of  Dr.  Street,  of  Roxbury,  with  whom  he 
remained  three  years.  After  this  he  became  a  stu- 
dent of  (ieneva  Medical  College,  from  which  he 
was  graduated  with  first  honors  about  1853.  He 
entered  upon  the  practice  of  his  profession  at 
P>loomville,  N.  Y..  where  he  labored  successfully 
for  about  three  years,  then,  in  1856,  coming  to 
^lichigan,  located  in  the  then  unpretentious  little 
village  of  Sturgis.  lie  had  been  married,  Oct.  13, 
1853,  to  Miss  Almeda  C.White.  This  lady  was 
l)orn  in  Bloomville,  N.  Y.,  March  2,  1835,  and  con- 
tinued the  loving  and  affectionate  companion  of 
our  subject  for  a  ])eriod  of  nearly  twenty-seven 
3'ears.  She  passed  away  at  her  home  in  Sturgis, 
Aug.  14,  1880.  She  was  a  lady  of  fine  intelligence 
and  much  culture,  well  educated,  having  completed 
her  studies  at  the  academy  at  Delhi,  N.  Y.  Of  this 
union  there  liad  been  born  two  children:  Charles 
S.,  March  4,  185(),  and  who  died  at  the  age  of  six 
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years,  Jan.  20,  1863;  and  Edwin  W.,  born  Sept. 
23,  1863,  who  is  still  living,  a  regular  graduated 
pharmacist,  located  now  in  Chesterton,  Ind.  Mrs. 
Almeda  Follett  had  for  many  years  been  a  promi- 
nent light  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
was  warmly  devoted  to  the  service  of  tlie  IVIaster. 
Her  i)arents  were  natives  of  New  York  State,  and 
her  father,  Shadrach  AVhite,  was  a  member  of  a 
prominent  family  of  that  name  tliere. 

Mr.  Follett,  on  the  10th  of  November,  1881,  con- 
tracted a  second  matrimonial  alliance,  with  Mrs. 
iMary  E.  (Osborne)  Williams,  wiio  was  born  in  Stur- 
gis, Mich.,  April  1,1842.  Her  parents  were  Ed- 
ward and  Sarah  I.  (Ellis)  Osborne,  natives  of 
Genesee  County,  N.  Y.,  the  father  being  a  farmer 
by  occupation  and  a  dealer  in  |)roduce  for  many 
years.  He  Avas  born  Feb.  5,  1817,  and  his  wife, 
Sarah  I.,  Jan.  19,  1821.  They  were  married  in  St. 
Joseph  County,  this  State,  March  22,  1838.  Ed- 
ward Osborne  departed  this  life  Dec.  14,  1873.  His 
wife  had  preceded  him  to  the  better  land,  her  death 
occurring  March  11,  1868.  They  were  the  parents 
of  ten  children,  three  of  whom  died  in  infancy. 
They  were  named  respectively:  Sophia  C,  INLary 
E.,  Electa  M.,  Charles  W.,  Cliarles  E.,  Caroline, 
Milton  E.,  Theodore  S.,  Ella  L.  and  Reuben  C. 
Mary  E.  was  first  married,  Oct.  4,  1860,  to  Spencer 
Williams,  and  tliey  l)ecame  the  parents  of  three 
children,  of  whom  Edward  E.  died  in  childhood; 
John  J.  married  Miss  Nina  Drake,  and  is  living  in 
Sturgis,  Mich.;  Lois  E.  is  unmarried,  and  remains 
with  her  mother.  Spencer  Williams  was  born  in 
Ohio,  in  March,  1834,  and  died  at  his  home  in  Stur- 
gis, in  1876.  Mrs.  Follett  received  a  careful  liome 
training  and  a  good  education  in  the  common 
schools,  completing  her  studies  at  Kalamazoo.  She 
was  a  most  excellent  lady,  and  a  conscientious 
member  of  the  Baptist  Church. 

Dr.  Follett  soon  after  coming  here  was  recog- 
nized as  a  valued  addition  to  the  community,  and 
in  1858  was  elected  a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  which 
office  he  held  by  successive  re-elections  for  a  period 
of  twelve  years.  He  served  as  Supervisor  of  Stur- 
gis Township  four  terms,  and  was  a  member  of  the 
committee  of  investigation  appointed  to  look  into 
the  acts  of  the  defaulting  County  Treasurer,  there 
being  discovered  a  deficiency  of  $2,000.     During 
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this  time  also  lie  superintended  the  laying  out  of 
the  new  cemetery,  which  Is  now  one  of  the  most 
beautiful  burial  phices  in  the  count3^  For  two 
terms  he  has  been  President  of  the  Village  Board, 
and  has  exerted  his  influence  in  tlie  establishment  of 
the  electric  light  and  other  improvements  connected 
with  his  village.  In  tlie  City  Council  he  has  been 
foremost  in  the  encouragement  of  the  establish- 
ment and  maintenance  of  scliools,  and  every  other 
enterprise  calculated  for  the  advancement  of  the 
people,  morall}^  and  socially.  Although  no  poli- 
tician, he  takes  a  genuine  interest  in  matters  con- 
nected with  National  and  State  (Government,  and 
upholds  zealousl}^  the  principles  of  the  Republican 
party. 

In  1874  Dr.  Follett  was  appointed  Mail  Agent  of 
the  Grand  Rapids  &  Indiana  Railroad,  a  position 
whicli  lie  has  occupied  for  a  period  of  fifteen  years, 
and  in  which  he  has  made  a  fine  record  for  good 
judgment,  skill  and  ability.  Socially,  he  belongs 
to  the  Masonic  fraternity.  Mis  pleasant  and  com- 
fortable home  is  located  on  Maple  avenue,  and  is 
replete  with  all  that  makes  life  comfortable  and 
desiral)le. 
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HARLES  R.  HOLMES,  a  retired  farmer  of 
Constantine  Village,  was  one  of  St.  Joseph 
County's  pioneers  in  the  early  days  of  its 
settlement,  coming  here  in  the  summer  of  1834,  and 
thus  for  fifty-five  j^ears  it  has  been  his  privilege  to 

'  watch  and  aid  its  development  from  the  wilderness 
to  its  present  advanced  state  of  civilization  and 
material  prosperity.  He  was  at  first  identified  with 
its  industrial  interests  as  a  carpenter,  and  the  chair 
and  cabinet  shop  that  he  opened  later  must  have 
been  among  the  first  manufacturing  establishments 
in  the  county.  In  1841  or  1842  he  connected  him- 
self with  the  farming  interests  of  the  county,  and 
for  many  years  took  an  active  part  in  their  advance- 
ment and  sustenance.  He  still  owns  a  large  and 
valuable  farm  of  380  acres  on  Pigeon  Prairie,  from 
the  rental  of  which  he  derives  a  good  income. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  the  town  of  Cambria, 
Niagara  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Aug.  1,  1821,  being  the  third 
child   in  the  family  of  ten  children  belonging  to 
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John  and  Betsey  (Strouse)  Holmes,  who  were  also 
natives  of  New  York,  and  his  father  was  born  in 
Niagara  County.  After  marriage  they  first  settled 
in  Lockport,  but  subsequently  removed  to  Cambria. 
In  1824,  with  their  little  children,  they  left  their 
native  State,  and  making  their  way  to  Ohio,  settled 
in  the  wilds  of  what  is  now  Lucas  County  to  found 
a  new  home,  and  there  those  worth}^  people  passed 
the  remainder  of  their  lives. 

Charles  R.  Holmes  was  but  two  or  three  years  of 
age  when  his  parents  left  the  comforts  of  their  home 
in  New  York  to  battle  with  the  hardships  of  life  in 
a  new  and  sparsely  settled,  forest  covered  region, 
and  amid  the  pioneer  scenes  and  surroundings  of 
their  dwelling-place  in  the  years  that  followed  he 
grew  to  be  a  stalwart,  self-reliant,  courageous  youth, 
and  starting  out  earl}^  in  life  to  make  his  own  way 
in]the  world,  the  summer  of  1836  found  him  across 
the  borders  in  this  State.  He  came  to  White  Pig- 
eon, and  at  first  worked  at  carpentering,  as  before 
mentioned,  and  afterward  established  himself  in 
business  as  a  chair  and  cabinet  maker.  For  five  or 
six  years  he  was  very  profitably  engaged  at  that, 
and  then  became  a  farmer.  In  time  he,  by  assidu- 
ous and  well-directed  labor,  developed  a  fine  farm 
on  Pigeon  Prairie.  Irj  the  fall  of  1872,  though  not 
yet  past  middle  age,  he  had  accumulated  a  sufficient 
store  of  wealth  to  warrant  his  taking  life  easier,  and 
he  retired  to  the  pretty  village  of  Constantine,  of 
which  he  has  ever  since  been  a  valued  resident. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  to  Miss  Mary  Coats 
took  place  on  Pigeon  Prairie,  Nov.  10,  1842.  She 
was  a  daughter  of  John  and  Ellen  (Romans)  Coats, 
who  were  among  the  earliest  pioneers  of  Pigeon 
Prairie,  entering  land  there  in  1829.  They  built 
up  a  comfortable  home  in  which  they  spent  the  re- 
mainder of  their  lives.  They  had  eight  children,  of 
whom  Mrs.  Holmes  was  the  fourth,  her  birth  tak- 
ing place  in  Yorkshire,  England,  Sept.  17,  181(3. 
She  was  an  earnest  and  faithful  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  the  life  that  closed 
Dec.  17, 1880,  numbering  sixty-four  years  and  three 
months,  was  well  spent  and  full  of  all  things  that  go 
to  make  a  good  woman  in  the  fullest  sense,  and  her 
memory  will  be  cherished  by  her  relatives,  friends 
and  neighbors.  Of  her  union  with  our  subject  six 
children   were   born:     John  C,  who  died  July  30, 
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1879;  Elizabeth,  the  wife  of  Franklin  Caseman, 
living  on  her  father's  farm  in  Florence  Township; 
elulia  R.,  who  died  when  a  year  and  a  half  old; 
Harriet  L.,  who  died  in  infancy;  Adella  and  Adel- 
bert,  who  died  young.  John  C.  had  been  married, 
Miss  Julia  Lafler  becoming  his  wife  May  27,  1872, 
and  of  their  marriage  two  children  were  born,  Lillie 
L.  and  Charles  W.,  the  boy  dying  when  nine  years 
of  ao-e.  His  widow  and  their  child  make  their  home 
with  his  father. 

Mr.  Holmes  is  an  unassuming,  practical  man,  who 
is  no  less  respected  as  a  citizen  than  as  a  pioneer, 
and  he  has  always  displayed,  both  in  public  and  in 
private  life,  those  traits  of  character  that  mark  a 
true  and  honest  gentleman,  and  his  fellow-citizens 
have  shown  their  confidence  in  his  sterling  worth 
and  capacity  by  electing  him  at  different  times  to 
various  civic  offices.  In  him  the  Democratic  party 
finds  one  of  its  stanchest  supporters. 
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'  BRAHAM  B.  GEORGE.  In  the  subject  of 
this  biography,  the  proprietor  of  an  ex- 
1  tensive  foundry,  large  machine-shops  and 
manufactory  of  agricultural  implements, 
we  recognize  a  benefactor  to  the  community.  Mr. 
George  was  born  at  Unionville,  Berks  Co.,  Pa., 
July  29,  1825,  is  the  son  of  William  and  Cath- 
erine (Brower)  George,  and  is  the  eldest  of  five 
children.  His  brothers  and  sisters  were  named : 
Mary,  John  B.,  Lavinia  and  Abiram  R.  Mary  is 
a  resident  at  Constantine,  Mich.,  with  her  husband, 
Thomas  Welbourn  ;  and  Lavinia  is  now  Mrs.  Jacob 
Berger. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  born  at  Phila- 
delphia, Oct.  19,  1797,  and  was  the  second  child  in 
his  family.  Grandfather  George  emigrated  from 
Scotland  in  early  manhood,  married,  and  settled 
near  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  where  he  amassed  consider- 
able wealth,  and  enjoyed  a  high  position  socially. 
The  portion  of  Philadelphia  known  as  George's 
Hill  is  in  the  vicinity  of  his  residence,  and  was 
named  after  him.  Although  it  was  in  his  power  to 
rear  his  son  in  comparatively  easy  circumstances, 
he  early  impressed  upon  him  the  necessity  of  work; 
accordingly,  after  spending  his  early  years  at  home 


under  the  immediate  care  and  instruction  of  his  par- 
ents, he  removed  to  Berks  County,  Pa.,  where  he 
learned  the  trade  of  whitesmith  (now  called  lock- 
smith). He  continued  working  at  this  trade  for 
some  time,  afterward  clerking  in  a  dry-goods  store, 
where  he  remained  until  after  his  marriage.  Shortly 
after  this  important  event  he  entered  into  business 
for  himself  in  the  same  line,  continuing  until  about 
1830,  when  he  removed  to  Tamaqua,  Schuylkill 
County,  engaging  in  the  same  business.  At  the 
same  time  he  was  in  the  employ  of  the  Little  Schuyl- 
kill Coal  Company,  as  Supevintendent,  in  which 
office  he  remained  about  five  years,  having  the  su- 
pervision of  over  500  men.  In  1835  he  moved 
with  his  family  to  St.  Joseph  County,  Mich.,  the 
journey  being  performed  with  wagon  and  team. 
Their  route  lay  through  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  Canton, 
Ohio,  and  across  the  Black  Swamp,  and  on  via 
Cleveland,  which  at  that  time  was  but  a  small  ham- 
let. The  journey  occupied  thirty  days.  They  ar- 
rived in  the  month  of  June,  and  settled  on  160 
acres  of  Government  land,  about  a  mile  and  three- 
quarters  west  of  the  village  of  Constantine.  Until 
Mr.  George  could  prepare  a  home  for  his  family 
they  took  up  their  residence  in  a  small  house  that 
had  been  built  by  a  cousin,  A.  K.  Brower,  who  had 
previously  come  to  St.  Joseph  County.  With  his 
usual  energy,  Mr.  George  promptly  began  to  im- 
prove his  land,  and  raised  the  first  season  a  small 
crop  of  buckwheat,  upon  which  to  live  through  the 
followino-  winter.  He  continued  upon  this  farm  for 
several  years,  when  he  put  his  youngest  son  in 
charge  of  it,  and  made  his  home  in  Constantine. 
The  farm  at  this  time  was  in  a  very  high  state  of 
cultivation,  and  was  provided  with  substantially 
built  and  convenient  farm  buildings.  In  addition 
to  the  farm  he  possessed  forty  acres  of  beautiful 
timber  land,  also  his  home  in  the  village,  where  he 
resided  until  the  death  of  his  wife  in  September, 
1887,  when  he  removed,  to  live  with  his  daughter, 
Mrs.  Welbourn,  which  he  has  since  continued  to  do. 
He  has  reached  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-one 
years.  In  his  earlier  years  he  was  associated  with 
the  Democratic,  but  later  affiliated  with  the  Repub- 
lican party.  He  has  always  entertained  and  ad- 
vanced high  sentiments  of  the  responsibilities  and 
privileges  of   citizenship,  and  at  all  times  evinced 
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his  scrupulous  desires  for  that  condition  of  Gov- 
ernment and  those  measures  which  would  insure 
the  greatest  good  to  the  Republic.  By  no  means 
an  office-seeker,  he  has,  however,  been  called  at 
different  times  to  fill  divers  offices,  and  has  always 
done  so  in  a  careful  and  honorable  manner. 

Religiously,  both  Mr.  George  and  wife  were  mem- 
bers of  the  German  Reformed  Church.  His  wife, 
who  for  so  many  years  with  nobly,  womanly  spirit 
stood  by  his  side,  cheering  and  helping  in  all  the  diffi- 
culties of  business  and  pioneer  life,  was  the  daugh- 
ter of  Abraham  and  Anna  Brower.  She  was  born 
in  Pennsylvania,  and  spent  her  early  womanhood 
at  home,  only  leaving  it  when  she  was  married,  to 
take  the  management  of  her  own  household.  She 
was  a  lad}^  whose  temperament  and  essentially  ma- 
ternal and  womanly  qualities  commended  themselves 
to  all  vvho  knew  her  in  family,  church  and  social  re- 
lations, either  as  mother,  wife  or  friend.  She  was 
respected,  admired  and  beloved,  and  has  left  upon 
many  hearts  and  lives  the  imprint  of  her  noble 
spirit. 

With  such  parental  influences,  we  should  be  dis- 
appointed if  no  fruit  were  shown  in  the  history  of 
our  subject.  Reared  under  these  happy  influences, 
in  spite  of  the  limited  educational  opportunities  of 
pioneer  life,  he  grew  strong,  manly  and  vigorous  in 
both  bod}^  in  mind,  and  received  the  impulses  and 
impetus  which  have  never  left  him,  and  which  we 
must  consider  the  secret  of  the  prosperity,  peace, 
and  harmony  of  his  life.  About  1843  he  left  the 
farm  and  went  to  Constantine,  and  commenced 
learning  the  trade  of  molder  in  the  foundry  and 
machine  works  of  Messrs.  Stafford  &  Pitcher.  He 
continued  his  position  with  this  firm  until  the  sub- 
sequent change  in  the  same  in  the  year  1851,  when 
he  was  elected  Township  Treasurer.  He  subse- 
quently became  Sheriff  and  Constable.  After  this 
he  mastered  the  intricacies  of  the  photographic 
camera,  and  conducted  a  gallery  for  about  four 
years  with  considerable  success.  His  mechanical 
genius,  however,  was  not  satisfied  with  pictures,  con- 
sequently, about  the  year  1858  we  find  him  selling 
reapers  and  other  implements  of  agriculture  for 
Messrs.  Stafford  &  Mitchell,  which  firm  was  prac- 
tically the  same  as  that  wherein  his  first  acquaintance 
with  machines  was  made.     In  this    business  he  re- 


mained until  October,  1861,  when  he  bought  his  em- 
ployers out  of  the  business  and  continued  the  works 
on  his  own  account,  adding  largely  to  them  in  vari- 
ous departments  as  occasion  required,  until  the 
present. 

Mr.  George  is  now  the  owner  of  extensive  prop- 
erty in  addition  to  his  foundry,  machine  and  imple- 
ment shops,  and  is  counted  among  the  wealthy  men 
of  Constantine.  He  is  a  pronounced  Republican,  and 
in  him  the  party  has  a  very  strong  and  able  sup- 
porter. In  the  Masonic  fraternity  he  is  deeply  in- 
terested, and  by  his  brethren  highly  esteemed. 
Besides  his  membership  in  Siloam  Lodge  No.  35,  he 
is  one  of  the  honored  companions  of  Constantine 
Chapter  No.  61,  and  a  Sir  Knight  of  the  Three 
Rivers  Commander}^  No.  29,  K.  T.  He  has  been 
re-elected  several  successive  years  to  the  office  of 
Secretary  of  his  lodge. 

In  the3^ear  1848  Mr.  George  was  married  to  Mary 
A.  Boyd,  daughter  of  Jacob  Bonebright.  When  she 
was  about  one  year  old  it  was  her  great  misfortune 
to  lose  her  father  by  death.  Her  mother  remar- 
ried, and  came  to  St.  Joseph  County  witli  her  hus- 
band. For  a  time  he  squatted  on  Government 
land,  but  afterward  took  up  a  claim.  His  career 
was  cut  short  by  death  in  1868.  Her  mother  was  a 
member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  a  good,  benevolent 
woman  and  kind  neighbor,  a  true  friend  to  the 
sick  and  suffering.  Her  death  occurred  in  Janu- 
ary, 1864. 

Mrs.  George  developed  similar  qualities  to  those 
which  marked  the  life  of  her  mother.  Her  home 
has  been  cheered  b}^  the  birth  of  two  sons.  The  eld- 
er, Edward  S.,  was  educated  at  Lake  Forest,  111., 
and  is  now  living  at  Englewood,  a  suburb  of  the 
city  of  Chicago;  and  Linville  II.,  who  was  educated 
in  the  Constantine  schools,  continuing  with  his 
parents  ever  since. 
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It.  EMAN  HARWOOD,  whose  peacefully  de- 
jij  dining  years  are  being  spent  amidst  the 
^  pleasant  surroundings  of  a  comfortable 
''5^  home  in  Constantine,  came  to  Michigan 
Territory  as  early  as  1832,  accompanied  by  his 
brother  Ira,  they   making  the  trip  in  a  sleigh  from 
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Canandaigua,  N.  Y.  He  has  been  since  that  time  a 
continnous  resident  of  Constantine  Township.  He 
had  been  reared  from  boyhood  to  tiie  pursuits  of 
farm  life,  and  followed  these  contentedly  from  his 
youth  up,  with  the  exception  of  ten  years  in  which 
he  was  engaged  in  the  lumber  business.  This  latter 
enterprise  was  conducted  by  himself  and  his  two 
sons,  Oliver  and  Merritt,  under  the  firm  name  of 
Harwood  &  Co. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  at  Meredith, 
Delaware  Co.,  N.  Y.,  June  21,  1810,  and  is  the 
son  of  Heman,  Sr.,  and  Esther  (Millington)  Har- 
wood, further  mention  of  whom  is  made  in  the 
sketch  of  Hiram  H.  Harwood,  on  another  page  in 
this  volume.  The  Harwoods  were  an  old  and 
highly  respected  family,  who  after  their  settlement 
in  America  were  residents  first  of  Vermont,  whence 
the  later  descendants  migrated  to  the  Empire  State. 
Heman,  Jr.,  upon  reaching  manhood  was  married  in 
Ontario  County,  N.  Y.,  in  September,  1835,  to  Miss 
'Rebecca  Fisher,  who  was  born  there.  The  young 
people  commenced  the  journey  of  life  together  at 
their  new  home  in  the  West  which  Mr.  Harwood  had 
prepared  previously  for  his  bride.  They  became 
the  parents  of  four  children,  three  of  whom  lived 
to  mature  years,  namely:  Oliver,  Merritt  and  Fran- 
cis M.  Mrs.  Harwood  departed  this  life  at  the 
homestead  in  Constantine,  Sept.  12,  1887. 

Mr.  Harwood  during  the  progress  of  the  Elack 
Hawk  War  was  drafted  into  the  army,  but  his  serv- 
ices were  only  required  one  month.  Later  he 
was  a  Captain  of  the  Michigan  Militia.  Both  he 
and  his  estimable  wife  identified  themselves  with 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at  an  early  day, 
and  he  has  been  a  warm  supporter  of  the  principles 
of  the  Republican  party  since  its  organization.  In 
the  spring  of  1869,  after  years  of  arduous  toil,  dur- 
ing which  he  had  been  successful  in  building  up  a 
good  homestead,  he  retired  from  active  labor  and 
took  up  his  abode  at  a  snug  home  in  th^  village  of 
Constantine.  His  has  been  a  rich  and  varied  ex- 
perience, and  in  common  with  the  pioneers  a])Out 
him  he  endured  hardship  and  privation  wiiile  the 
country  was  becoming  settled  up  with  a  class  of  in- 
dustrious and  intelligent  people.  He  was  one  of 
the  men  most  needed  at  that  period— strong  of 
muscle  and  brave  of  heart-— one  who  suffered  no 
^  


ordinary  circumstance  to  discourage  him.  In  his 
declining  years  he  is  surrounded  by  hosts  of  friends, 
and,  sitting  under  his  own  vine  and  fig  tree,  is  en- 
joying the  fruits  of  his  labors,  often  casting  back  a 
glance  at  the  old  days,  and  is  enabled  to  relate 
many  an  interesting  incident  which  is  listened  to 
with  intense  interest  both  by  young  and  old.  The 
name  of  Heman  Harwood  will  stand  prominent  in 
the  annals  of  St.  Joseph  County  long  after  he  has 
passed  away,  and  will  be  held  in  kindly  remem- 
brance by  all  who  knew  him. 


y^,l  LBERT    B.    DUiSNING,   attorney -at-law, 
fl    Sturgis,  is  one  of  the  most  able  and  success- 


ful   members    of    the    bar   in  St.    Joseph 
^^  County.     He  has  a  very  large  practice  in 

the  Circuit  and  State  Courts  throughout  Michigan 
and  Northern  Indiana,  and  also  in  the  United  States 
Supreme  Court. 

Mr.  Dunning  is  a  native  of  Monroe  County,  N.  Y., 
born  March  5,  1844.     His  father,  George  Dunning, 
who  came  to  this  county  in  the  spring  of  1860,  is 
now  a  prominent  farmer  of  this  township,  and  a 
sketcli  of  his  life  will  be  found  on  another  page  of 
this  volume.       Our    subject  received  the  prelimi- • 
naries  of  his  education  in  his  native  State,  and  after 
coming  to  this  State  he  pursued  an  excellent  course 
of  study  at  the  Baptist  College  in  Kalamazoo,  where 
he  attained  a  high  rank  for  scholarship.     He  then 
decided  to  enter  the  legal  profession,  and  read  law 
under  J.  W.  Flanders,  of  Sturgis,  and  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  in  the  spring  of  1870.     He  commenced 
to  practice  in  this   county   with  Mr.  Flanders,  re- 
maining with  him  until  1873,  when  he  entered  into 
partnership  with  D.E.  Thomas,  under  the  firm  name 
of  Dunning  &  Thomas.     They  dissolved   partner- 
ship in    1874,  and  Mr.  Thomas  is  now  in   Toledo, 
Ohio.     Mr.  Dunning    continued   in   practice   here, 
and  besides  acquiring  an  extensive  clientage,  has 
won  an  enviable  reputation  for  learning  and  for  his 
eloquent  exposition  of  the  law. 

Mr.  Dunning  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Myra  R.  Bird,  Nov.  11,  1868.  She  was  born  in 
Unadilla,  Livingston  Co.,  Mich.,  and  is  a  daughter 
of  David  D.  and  Agnes  Bird,  of  Livingston  County, 
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Mich.  Mrs.  [Dunning  is  aiady  whose  lovely  character 
and  many  pleasant  social  qualities  endear  her  to  a 
large  circle  of  friends.  She  is  a  a  sincere  Christian, 
and  a  valued  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  The  household  circle  of  our  subject  and 
his  wife  is  completed  by  the  presence  of  their  two 
charming  daughters,  Gertrude  and  Ruth  M.,  who 
are  aged  fifteen  and  twelve^ years  respectively. 

Our  subject  is  a  fine  example  of  the  self-made 
men  of  the  country,  and  this  brief  review  of  his 
life  shows  him  to  possess  more  than  ordinary  talent, 
and  though  still  a  young  man,  has  already,  by  sheer 
force  of  character  and  an  indomitable  will,  won  an 
enviable  distinction  in  his  profession,  and  is  ac- 
corded a  high  place  at  the  bar.  He  is  an  ornament 
to  this  citizenship,  combining,  as  he  does,  solid  at- 
tainments, and  a  clear  and  vigorous  mind  with 
sterling  sense  and  unaffected  kindliness. 


IRAM  H.  HARWOOD,  a  retired  farmer  of 
Constantine,  has  by  the  exercise  of  keen 
foresight  and  excellent  business  tact,  ac- 
cumulated a  comfortable  property,  and  with 
his  good  wife  is  enjoying  it  in  one  of  the  pleasant- 
est  homes  in  the  township.  In  the  life  records  of 
the  pioneers  of  a  country  we  have  a  valuable  source 
of  its  history;  therefore,  it  gives  us  much  pleasure 
to  present  to  the  readers  of  this  Biographical  Al- 
bum of  St.  Joseph  County  a  brief  account  of  one 
who,  although  one  of  the  earliest  pioneers  of  the 
county,  is  still  living,  and  an  honored  citizen, 
preserving  much  of  the  old-time  vigor  that  made 
his  aid  so  valuable  in  developing  the  agricultural 
resources  of  this  region. 

Our  subject  comes  of  a  sturdy  New  England  an- 
cestry, but  is  himself  a  native  of  New  York 
State,  his  birth  occurring  in  New  Lebanon,  Colum- 
bia County,  Sept.  25,  1812.  His  parents,  Heman 
and  Esther  (Millington)  Harwood,  were  born  in 
the  historical  old  town  of  Bennington,  Vt.,  and  there 
the  days  of  their  childhood  were  passed,  and  there 
they  united  their  fortunes  for  better  or  for  worse. 
They  afterward  became  pioneers  in  New  York  State, 
settling  first  in  Meredith,  then  in  New  Lebanon, 


-^- 


and  from  there  to  Ontario  County.  After  spend- 
ing several  years  in  New^  York  State  they  again 
launched  out  into  pioneer  life,  and  made  their 
way,  in  June,  1832,  to  St.  Joseph  County,  Mich., 
whither  two  of  their  sons  had  preceded  them,  to 
prepare  a  shelter  against  the  time  of  their  arrival 
on  land  which  had  been  selected  the  previous  year, 
in  Fabius  Township.  The  following  year,  in  1833, 
the  father  bought  a  tract  of  land  in  Constantine 
Township,  and  in  the  years  that  followed  built  up  a 
comfortable  home  on  Broad  street.  In  that  dwelling 
the  life  of  the  faithful  wife  and  devoted  mother 
closed  to  mortal  scenes,  June  12,  1835,  at  the  age 
of  forty-nine  years.  The  father  spent  his  declin- 
ing years  in  Constantine  Village,  dying  March  5, 
18G9,aged  eighty-three  years.  He  was  three  times 
married,  his  second  wife  being  Mrs.  Polly  Edd3% 
and  the  third  Mrs.  Amanda  Rich;  all  are  now  de- 
deased. 

Hiram,  the  third  of  the  ten  children  born  to  his 
parents,  was  reared  to  the  life  of  a  farmer,  and  was 
actively  engaged  in  that  honorable  calling  until 
his  retirement.  In  January,  1831,  then  being  a 
youth  of  nineteen  years,  he  started  with  his  brother 
Heman  in  a  sleigh  from  Canandaigua  County,  N. 
Y.,  to  drive  to  Michigan,  for  the  purpose  of  locat- 
ing on  his  father's  land,  and  prepare  for  the  arrival 
of  the  remaining  members  of  the  family. 

The  boys  began  that  memorable  journey  on  the 
3d  day  of  January,  and  on  the  25th  day  of  the  same 
month  arrived  at  their  destination,  the  then  village 
of  Lockport,  now  known  as  part  of  Three  Rivers, 
on  the  St.  Joseph  River.  They  immediitely  erected 
a  log  cabin  about  a  mile  from  there,  in  the  town- 
ship of  Fabius,  and  commenced  to  clear  land  enough 
for  a  garden.  The  following  year  our  subject  re- 
moved with  his  father  to  his  farm  in  Constantine, 
and  remained  with  him  until  he  became  of  age, 
when  he  settled  on  land  purchased  by  his  father  in 
Fabius  Township.  He  built  a  house,  improved  the 
land,  married,  and  lived  there  some  four  or  five 
years,  when  he  lost  his  wife,  and  after  that  sad 
event  returned  to  his  father's  home.  He  lived  under 
the  parental  roof  some  two  years,  when  he  again 
married,  and  returned  to  his  farm  in  Fabius  Town- 
ship. After  living  there  two  years  he  bought  a 
tract  of  land  in  Constantine  Township  of  his  uncle 
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Millington,  and  removed  to  that  place.  He  in- 
dustriousl}^  set  about  clearing  his  land,  and,  by 
judicious  management  and  downright  hard  labor, 
succeeded  in  improving  a  valuable  and  highly  pro- 
ductive farm.  He  owns  at  the  present  time  quite 
a  large  tract  of  land  in  Constantine  Township,  and 
owns  and  occupies  the  fine  old  mansion  which  was 
owned  and  built  by  the  late  Gov.  Barry,  pleasantly 
located  on  North  Washington  street. 

Mr.   Harwood  has  been  twice  married.     He  was 
first  wedded,  in   Fabius  Township,   to  Elvira  Rice, 
a  native  of  Pittsford,  N.  Y.     She  died  in  Constan- 
tine Township  after  a  brief  but  happy  married  life. 
Mr.    Harwood's  marriage  to  his  present  estimable 
wife  took  place  in  White   Pigeon,    Jan.    1,    1839. 
Her  maiden  name  was  Arvillo   Denio,  and   she  was 
born  in  Bennington,  Yt.,  Sept.  28,  1813.     Her  par- 
ents   were   Arial    and    Lovina    (Harwood)    Denio. 
They  spent  their  last  years  in  Rutland  County,  Yt. 
Mr.  and   Mrs.   Harwood   have    passed    the  golden 
milestone  that   marks  a  happy  wedlock   of    half   a 
century.  For  fifty  long  years  they  have  been  spared 
to  bless  each  other  and  the  many  friends  whom  they 
have  gathered   around  them,  to  whom    they    have 
endeared  themselves  by   the  thousand  and  one  acts 
of  kindness  and  helpfulness  so  characteristic  of  their 
warm,  genial,  loving  natures.     During  these  many 
years    that   they  have  been  together  their  life  has 
not  been  all  joyous;  sorrow  has  often  supped  with 
them,  and  in  the  death  of    three  of    their  beloved 
children  they  have  been  reminded  of  the  mutability 
of  life,  and  of  the  hope  that  lies  at  the  heart  of  man 
of  a  home  beyond  the  grave,  and  their  faith  in  the 
immortality  of  the  soul  has  been  strengthened.  Their 
son  Mylon  died  in  infancy;  their  son  Daniel  W.,  a 
young  man  of  much  promise,  who  was  engaged  in 
the    mercantile  business,   died    when    but   twenty- 
six  years  of  age;  Heman   C,  a  bright  young  lad, 
died  when  about  fourteen  years  of  age.     Our  sub- 
ject and  his  wife  still   have  four   children    left  to 
soothe  their  declining  years:  Albert  E.,  who  resides 
in  Constantine  Township;  Cerintha,  who  is  the  wife 
of  T.  H.  Ritter,  of  Constantine;  Mary  J.,  who  lives 
with  her  parents;  and  Jennie  A.,  who  is  the  wife  of 
Samuel  Harvey. 

Our  subject  has  an  excellent  record  as  a   public 
oflacial  in  his  township,  he   being  a  man  of  sound 


principles,  good  business  habits  and  clear  judgment. 
He  has  held  the  office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace  two 
terms,  that  of  Township  Assessor  for  several  years, 
and  has  also  been  the  incumbent  of  all  the  school 
oflfices.  In  politics  he  uses  his  influence  in  favor 
of  the  Republican  parly.  He  and  his  wife  are 
members  of  the  Reformed  Church,  and  in  their 
daily  lives  nobly  exemplify  its  teachings. 


^^^^EORGE  W.  GRAY,  a  retired  farmer  and 
|[  hotel   manager,    is    spending    the   declining 

^^jK  years  of  a  successful  life  in  the  beautiful 
town  of  Sturgis,  in  the  pleasant  home  to  which  he  has 
retired  to  enjoy  the  ample  competence  that  he  has 
gained  through  the  shrewd  management  of  his  affairs. 
Through  his  having  been  identified  with  the  business 
and  agricultural  interests  of  St.  Joseph  County  for 
many  years,  and-  the  proprietor  of  a  popular  hotel, 
he  has  become  well  known  to  the  people  at  large  and 
to  the  traveling  public  in  particular,  and  all  have 
accorded  him  the  high  place  in  their  estimation  due 
to  a  just,  generous  and  upright  man.  He  is  the 
owner  of  the  Berridge  House,  which  he  purchased 
in  1880  and  managed  successfully  until  the  fall  of 
1888,  when  he  leased  it  and  retired  to  his  present 
residence. 

Mr.  Gray  was  born  in  the  town  of  Scipio,  Cuya- 
hoga Co.,  N.  Y.,  July  13,   1825.     William    Gray^ 
his  father,  a  native  of  Saratoga  County,  N.  Y.,  was 
a  brave  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812,  serving  under 
Gen.  McLain  in  the  navy  department,  on  board  the 
gunboat  ^'Sackett  Harbor;"  the  same  boat,  bearing  a 
different  name,  may  still  be  seen  in  Sackett's  Harbor. 
Our  subject's    uncle,    Samuel  Gray,  was  a  soldier 
in  the  same  war,  serving  in  the  infantry  under  Gen. 
Scott,  and  he  participated  in  the  battles  of  Lundy's 
Lane,  Chillewa,  Quebec,  etc.     Our  subject's  father 
was  also  in  the  bombardment  of  Quebec  and  Sack- 
ett's Harbor.     They  doubtless  inherited  their  mili- 
tary ardor  from  Benjamin  Gray,  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  a  Revolutionary  soldier,  who  served  under 
Gen.  DuQuesne.  and  his  brother,  Reuben  Gray,  took 
part  in  the  Revolution  under  Gen.  Francis  Marion, 
and  was  killed  in  the  battle  of  Cowpens.     He  left 
five  sons,  and  ex-Gov.  Gray,  of  Indiana,  is  lineally 
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descended  from  him.  The  mother  of  our  sub- 
ject, whose  maiden  name  was  Elizabeth  Iledger, 
was  a  daughter  of  another  Revolutionary  hero, 
Edward  Pledger,  who  took  part  in  the  battles  of 
Bunker's  Hill,  Yorktown,  Monmouth,  White  Plains, 
Spuytenduyvil,  Germantown  and  Bennington,  and 
though  he  fought  bravely  and  well  he  never  received 
a  wound. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  foregoing  that  the  blood 
of  sturdy  patriots  flows  in  the  veins  of  our  subject, 
and  that  he  has  just  reason  to  be  proud  of  his  Revo- 
lutionary ancestors.  Doubtless  he  inherited  from 
them  the  bold  and  enterprising  spirit  that  has  made 
him  successful  in  his  various  undertakings.  He  is, 
however,  a  self-made  man,  and  obtaining  such 
education  as  the  schools  of  the  time  afforded,  he 
started  out  in  the  world  with  no  other  fortune  than 
a  courageous  heart  and  a  willingness  and  capacity 
to  work.  He  came  to  this  county  Sept.  23, 
1851,  and  settling  in  Sturgis,  sold  boots  and  shoes 
and  bought  hides,  etc.,  for  Rittersbaugh,  Baker  & 
Co.,  of  Clarence  Hollow,  N.  Y.  After  engaging  in 
that  business  six  years  his  health  failed  him,  and  he 
resumed  his  old  trade,  that  of  brick  and  stone 
mason.  He  worked  at  that  for  four  years  and  then 
wxnt  into  a  shop  again.  Three  3'ears  later  his 
falling  health  drove  him  to  the  farm,  and  he  was 
profitably  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  until 
1880,  when,  as  before  mentioned,  he  invested  some 
of  his  capital  in  a  hotel,  and  turned  his  attention 
to  its  management.  He  still  owns  his  farm,  which  is 
one  of  the  finest  in  the  county,  comprising  212 
acres  of  highly  productive  land  in  Burr  Oak  and 
Sherman  Townships. 

Mr.  Gray  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Sarah 
A.  Baker,  May  5,  1852,  and  of  their  pleasant  wedded 
life  three  children  have  been  born,  two  of  whom 
liVe — Kit  C.  and  Eddie  B.  Kit  married  Alice 
Thurston,  and  they  make  their  home  on  section  30, 
Burr  Oak  Township;  they  have  four  children, 
namely:  Faith,  Thomas,  George  and  Spencer. 
Mrs.  Gray  is  the  daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Nancy 
(Hirshey)  Baker,  both  of  whom  are  deceased'.  She 
was  born  in  New  York  in  1826. 

When  our  subject  entered  the  then  little  village 
of  Sturgis  nearly  thirty-eight  years  ago  and  cast  in 
his  lot  with  its  pioneer  businessmen,  being  a  young 


man  of  exceptional  habits  and  high  principles,  he 
gained  the  confidence  of  the  people  among  whom 
he  had  come  to  make  his  home  from  the  very  first. 
He  took  as  active  a  part  in  developing  the  town  and 
its  various  interests  as  any  of  his  contemporaries, 
and  his  name  will  always  be  honorably  associated 
with  the  energetic,  enterprising  and  worthy  pioneers 
of  the  town.  He  is  a  man  of  strong  convictions, 
and  is  broad  minded  and  liberal  in  his  religious 
views.  Politically,  he  is  a  stanch  advocate  of  the 
doctrines  promulgated  by  the  Republican  party. 


— ^--i-|-^>^4^-^ 


^5^E0RGE  WILLARD  MATTICE,  editor  and 
(ll  proprietor  of  the  St  Joseph  County  Neics^ 

*^Ji|  which  is  published  at  Mendon,  established 
this  journal  in  September,  1886,  and  although  still 
in  its  infancy,  it  is  recognized  as  a  very  vigorous 
enterprise,  one  evidently  bound  to  succeed.  Its 
projector  is  a  man  of  more  than  ordinary  ability, 
one  who  has  seen  much  of  life,  and  especially  the 
Western  World,  having  visited  nearly  all  of  the 
States  and  Territories  west  of  the  Missouri  River. 
He  has  made  good  use  of  his  opportunities,  is  well 
read  and  well  informed,  and  on  account  of  his  uni- 
formly courteous  demeanor  toward  all  with  whom 
he  comes  in  contact,  has  made  hosts  of  friends  in 
this  county. 

The  first  five  years  of  the  life  of  Mr.  Mattice 
were  spent  in  the  village  of  Middleburg,  Schoharie 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  he  was  born  Aug.  11,  1854.  Five 
years  later  his  parents  removed  to  Fultonham, 
the  same  county,  where  he  attended  the  district 
school  until  a  youth  of  sixteen  years,  and  then  spent 
one  year  as  a  teacher.  He  had  always  taken  kindly 
to  his  books,  and  was  ambitious  to  obtain  a  thor- 
ough education.  In  the  eighteenth  year  of  his  age 
he  entered  the  State  Normal  School  at  Albany,  N. 
Y.,  where  he  took  a  full  course,  and  from  whicli  he 
was  graduated  June  29,  1875. 

The  following  two  3^ears  were  spent  by  young 
Mattice  as  a  teacher  in  his  native  State,  which  he 
was  then  ol)liged  to  leave  on  account  of  failing 
health.  He  w.^s  then  for  three  years  connected  with 
the  advertising  department  of  the  Union  Pacific 
Railroad  Directory,  and  it  was  in  the    employ  of 
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this  company  that  he  prosecuted  the  travels  which 
we  have  already  spoken  of,  not  only  in  the  West, 
but  over  many  of  the  Eastern  States.  In  the  win- 
ter of  1879  he  journeyed  to  Oregon,  and  in  June 
following  proceeded  to  Takoma,  Wyo.,  and  made 
his  initial  experiment  as  a  publisher. 

In  1882  Mr.  Mattice  began  suffering  from  his 
old  physical  atliiction,  and  migrating  to  the  eastern 
l)art  of  Washington  Territory,  established  the 
Press  at  Medical  Lake.  He  was  married  in  Janu- 
ary, 1883,  and  in  the  fall  of  that  year,  leaving  the 
confinement  of  ollice  work,  embarked  in  stock-rais- 
ing, at  which  he  occupied  himself  until  the  summer 
of  1886.  He  then  sold  out  his  interests  in  that  sec- 
tion of  country,  and  for  a  time  sojourned  in  Mar- 
shall, this  State,  the  former  home  of  his  wife.  His 
next  enterprise   was  the  establishment  of  the  Netrs, 

The  family  of  Mr.  Mattice  includes  his  estimable 
wife  and  two  bright  boys.  He  has  never  taken  a 
very  active  part  in  politics.  He  oftlciated  as  Jus- 
tice of  the  Peace  in  Washington  Territory,  and  so- 
cially, is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity. 

—  "-FREDERICK    D.    HASSENGER.      To    this 

P  gentleman  belongs  the  distinction  of  being 
one  of  the  oldest  settlers  of  St.  Joseph 
County  now  living  within  its  borders,  he  having 
taken  up  his  residence  here  in  1838,  and  during 
these  fifty  years  he  has  been  prominently  identified 
with  its  farming  community.  He  has  not  only  wit- 
nessed almost  the  entire  growth  of  this  section  of 
the  country  from  the  primeval  forest  that  he  found 
here  in  all  its  grandeur  to  its  present  wealthy  and 
advanced  condition,  but  he  has  been  no  unimpor- 
tant factor  in  developing  its  agricultural  resources, 
and  so  contributing  to  its  material  prosperity.  His 
farm  is  on  section  19,  Constantine  Township,  where, 
with  his  sons,  he  owns  040  acres  of  some  of  the  finest 
farming  land  in  Southern  Michigan,  also  owning 
1()0  acres  in  Presque  Isle  County,  Mich. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Mifflin  Township,  Mercer 
Co.,  Pa.,  July  7,  1818.  His  parents,  Abraham  and 
Eve  (P>lechler)  Ilassenger,  were  also  natives  of  that 
county,  and  there  l)egan  their  wedded  life.  They 
afterward  removed  to  Richland  County,  Ohio,  where 


the  father  died.  The  mother  died  in  Wood  County, 
Ohio.  They  had  a  family  of  eleven  children,  of 
whom  our  subject  was  the  youngest.  He  was  eight 
years  old  when  his  parents  made  their  home  in 
Richland  County,  and  cast  in  their  lot  with  the  pio- 
neers of  the  county  who  had  preceded  them.  He 
was  reared  on  a  farm  to  manhood's  estate,  and  then 
learned  the  carpenter's  trade,  which  he  followed 
most  of  the  time  as  long  as  he  was  engaged  in  active 
labor,  although  he  carried  on  farming  at  the  same 
time.  He  lived  in  Richland  County,  Ohio,  until  he 
was  about  twenty  j^ears  old,  when  he  came  to  St. 
Joseph  County,  being  then  a  single  man,  and  has 
since  been  a  resident  of  this  township,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  a  few  years  which  he  spent  on  the  line  in 
Cass  County.  He  has  been  very  successful  in  his 
agricultural  ventures,  and  derives  an  ample  income 
from  his  farm,  which  is  finely  located  in  a  rich  and 
fertile  region,  and  is  provided  with  a  neat  and  com- 
modious set  of  buildings  for  every  necessary  pur- 
pose. 

Mr.  Ilassenger  was  married  in  Cass  County,  this 
State,  Dec.  12,  1847,  to  Miss  Margaret  Lintz.  She 
is  a  native  of  Alsace,  and  was  born  in  that  Province 
of  Erench  i)arentage,  when  it  formed  a  part  of 
Erance,  Eeb.  19,  1828.  She  was  eleven  years  old 
when  her  parents,  Peter  and  Elizabeth  (Marlow) 
Lintz,  likewise  Alsacians  by  birth,  came  with  their 
family  to  America  in  1839.  They  settled  in  Constan- 
tine Township,  this  county,  and  here  spent  the  re- 
mainder of  their  lives.  They  had  seven  children,  of 
whom  Mrs.  Hassenger  was  the  eldest.  Eive  sons 
have  been  born  to  her  and  her  husband,  of  whom 
the  following  is  recorded  :  John  P.  married  Minerva 
Young,  and  resides  in  Constantine  Township,  and 
has  been  a  teacher  for  twelve  years;  Jonas  M.  lives 
at  home  with  his  parents,  and  has  also  been  a  teacher 
for  six  years;  Eranklin  A.  married  Ida  Young,  and 
resides  in  Constantine  Township,  and  for  fifteen 
years  past  has  taught  school  fall  and  winter,  at  pres- 
ent teaching  in  Mottville;  Levi  I),  married  Lettie 
Young,  and  resides  in  Constantine  Township: 
Jerome  N.  lives  at  home  with  his  parents. 

Mr.  Hassenger  is  a  man  of  great  intelligence,  with 
a  good  fund  of  information  and  sound  common 
sense,  and  with  his  wife,  a  lady  of  more  than  ordi- 
nary mental   endowments,    occupies  a    high    social 
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position  in  this  community,  where  they  are  both 
deservedly  regarded  with  confidence  and  respect. 
Their  sons  are  young  men  of  ability  and  force  of 
character,  who  have  inherited  from  their  parents 
those  high  principles  and  industrious  habits  that 
do  and  will  make  them  valued  citizens  wherever 
they  may  be.  Mr.  Hassenger  is  a  consistent  and 
esteemed  member  of  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church. 
He  is  liberal  and  public-spirited,  and  any  move- 
ment looking  to  the  advancement  of  his  township 
finds  in  him  ready  and  substantial  support.  He 
has  taken  an  earnest  interest  in  educational  matters, 
and  has  done  good  service  while  acting  in  various 
official  capacities  on  the  School  Board.  In  politics 
he  strongly  advocates  the  policy  of  the  Democratic 
party. 


"itr^  AVID  L.  WHITE,  a  respected  citizen  and 
prosperous  farmer,  and  a  member  of  the 
Cyclone  Fanning  Mill  Company,  resides  in 
White  Pigeon.  He  w^as  born  in  Hunting- 
ton County,  Ind.,  Jan.  5,  1850.  He  is  the  son  of 
Lewis  AVliite,  who  went  to  Indiana  in  1888,  from 
Cayuga  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  was  born.  His 
mother  was  Elizabeth  (Gibson)  White.  Tlie  father 
was  born  in  1800,  and  died  in  April,  1878,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-seven  years.  The  mother  died  Dec. 
29,  1878.  The}^  reared  a  family  of  five  children, 
of  whom  only  two  are  living.  Our  subject,  and 
his  sister  Mary  J.,  who  is  now  the  widow  of  Dolphus 
O.  Clark,  are  the  survivors. 

The  parents  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch  settled 
first  in  Lockport  Township  in  1851,  and  moved  to 
White  Pigeon  Township  in  1861.  Our  subject  has 
always  followed  agricultural  pursuits  until  five 
years  ago,  wlien  he  leased  his  farm  and  moved  into 
town.  He  now  owns  a  farm  of  200  acres,  one  and 
a  half  miles  east  of  the  town,  which  he  has  leased. 
The  farm  is  well  improved  and  finely  located.  He 
is  one  of  the  company  which  established  the  Cy- 
clone Fanning  Mill  factory,  in  the  spring  of  1886; 
they  now  employ  eleven  men  and  keep  eight  sales- 
men on  the  road.  Their  produce  runs  over  100 
mills  a  month.  During  the  year  1888  they  found 
the  demand  for  their  goods  increasing  so  rapidly 
that  they  were  unable  to  fill  all  their  orders,  and 
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now  have  under  consideration  plans  to  increase 
their  product  and  supply  all  who  wish  them.  The 
mill  is  one  of  the  most  novel  in  construction  that 
has  ever  been  made.  It  applies  to  a  valuable  pur- 
pose one  of  the  laws  of  nature  which  so  far  has 
proved  very  destructive  to  life  and  property, 
namely,  the  spiral,  whirling  motion  of  air  in  tlie 
cyclone  which  gives  the  mill  its  name.  In  this  mill 
it  is  produced  to  clean  out  of  grain  all  the  foul 
seeds,  chaff  and  straw,  by  which  the  grain  is  left  in 
a  first-class  marketable  condition.  It  Is  the  sim- 
plicity of  construction  that  is  the  chief  recom- 
mendation, and  it  is  so  obvious  to  every  observer 
that  its  value  is  at  once  conceded.  It  is  in  all  re- 
spects a  thoroughly  scientifically  constructed  ma- 
chine, and  it  does  its  work  so  rapidly  and  well  that 
every  farmer  will  have  one  and  appreciate  its  value. 
Our  subject  was  married  to  Miss  Rachel  A.  Dale 
Nov.  14,  1877;  she  is  the  daughter  of  Amos  Dale, 
now  deceased.  She  is  the  mother  of  one  child — 
Clement  L.  Herself  and  husband  are  members  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church,  in  w^hich  organization 
they  hold  an  important  place.  Both  husband  and 
wife  are  members  of  the  County  Grange,  P.  of  H. 
Mr.  White  devotes  himself  exclusively  to  the  prose- 
cution of  his  business  and  enjoying  the  quiet  of 
his  home. 


ONROE  EVANS.  As  is  well  known,  the 
soldier  element  has  always  played  a  con- 
spicuous part  in  the  upbuilding  of  Michi- 
gan, from  the  days  of  the  famous  General 
and  Governor,  Lewis  Cass,  and  even  before,  dow^n 
to  the  present  times,  when  a  popular  officer  of  the 
Union  Army  recently  ably  filled  the  gubernatorial 
chair.  The  volunteer  soldier  who  marched  in  the 
ranks,  and  by  his  strict  obedience  to  the  orders  of 
his  commanders,  his  intelligent  efficiency,  steady 
courage,  discipline  under  fire,  ardor  and  patriotism, 
was  an  important  factor  in  suppressing  the  Rebell- 
ion, and  ofttimes  received  promotion  to  important 
official  grades  for  gallant  and  daring  conduct  in 
some  hard-fought  battle,  has  also  borne  an  im- 
portant part  in  securing  the  advancement  and  ma- 
terial prosperity  of  this  great  commonwealth.  As 
a  fine  representative  of  this  class,  we  are  glad  here- 
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with  to  present  a  sketch  of  the  life  of  the  gentle- 
man whose  name  is  at  the  head  of  this  biographical 
notice.  He  is  now  living  in  retirement  in  one  of 
the  pleasant  homes  of  the  pretty  town  of   Sturgis. 

Mr.  Evans  was  born  amid  the  beautiful  hills  of 
Windsor  County,  Vt.,  July  15,  1834,  he  being  de- 
rived from  a  sturdy,  intelligent  New  England  an- 
cestry. His  father,  Calvin  Evans,  was  a  native  of 
Maine,  but  when  a  young  man  he  left  the  home  of 
his  birth  and  took  up  his  abode  in  the  Green 
Mountain  State.  He  there  met  and  married  Abi- 
gail Wyman,  a  daughter  of  David  Wyman.  In 
1838  Mr.  Evans  removed  witli  his  family  to  West- 
field,  Chautauqua  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  there  he  kept 
a  hotel,  which  during  the  Patriot  War  was  the 
headquarters  of  the  American  officers.  The  Hon. 
William  Seward  was  his  next  door  neighbor.  The 
parents  of  our  subject  were  greatly  respected  by 
all  in  their  community.  His  father  was  a  man  of 
clear  head  and  sound  judgment,  and  in  his  capac- 
ity of  "mine  host"  was  popular  with  all  classes  of 
people.  To  him  and  liis  wife  were  born  nine  chil- 
dren, eight  of  whom  live,  namely:  George  W., 
Mary  C,  James  W.,  Ludelia  M.,  Helen  M.,  Harriet 
M.,  Calvin  W.  and  Monroe. 

Our  subject  received  a  liberal  education  in  the 
Newark  Academy,  N.  Y.,  which  well  fitted  him  for 
any  walk  in  life  that  he  might  prefer.  He  was  in 
the  prime  of  early  manhood  when  the  late  war  was 
raging,  and  he  enlisted  to  assist  in  the  defense  of 
the  institutions  of  the  country,  becoming  a  member 
of  Company  F,  2d  New  York  Mounted  Rifles.  He 
M^as  actively  engaged  in  several  important  battles, 
and  his  efficiency  and  bravery  wliile  in  action  were 
rewarded  by  promotion  through  the  various  grades 
to  that  of  Second  Lieutenant,  he  acting  in  that  ca- 
pacity in  the  battles  of  the  Wilderness,  Spottsyl- 
vania  Court  House,  North  Anna  River,  Talopot- 
omy  Creek,  Cold  Harbor,  etc.  He  was  in  tlie  heat 
of  battle  in  front  of  Petersburg  from  July  15  to 
Aug.  31,  1864,  and  he  was  at  Weldon  Railway,  and 
Poplar  Springs  Church.  He  was  captured  on  the 
Preble  Farm,  in  front  of  Petersburg,  Oct.  4,  1864, 
and  experienced  the  hardships  of  life  in  the  vari- 
ous prisons  at  Petersburg,  Libby,  Salisbury,  N.  C, 
Danville,  Ya.,  and  from  the  latter  pen  was  sent  back 
to  Libbv.  and  from   there  sent  down  the  river  on 


the  first  boatload  of  prisoners  for  general  exchange 
under  Gens.  Grant  and  Lee.  Arriving  in  An- 
napolis, Md.,Feb.  22,  1865,  he  was  sent  home  on  a 
leave  of  absence,  and  the  war  closing  before  he  had 
recruited  from  the  effects  of  diet  in  the  rebel 
prisons,  he  received  his  discharge  by  mail,  and 
thus  closed  his  life  as  a  soldier  and  an  officer  in  the 
great  civil  strife  in  which  he  won  an  honorable 
military  record,  one  of  which  he  and  his  friends 
may  well  be  proud. 

Mr.  F>ans  came  to  Sturgis  in  the  spring  of  1869, 
and  has  ever  since  been  a  useful  and  influential 
citizen  of  this  community.  For  four  years  he 
served  as  Deputy  Sheriff,  performing  the  duties  of 
that  office  with  signal  ability,  and  in  such  a  manner 
as  to  win  the  encomiums  of  his  constituency.  He 
is  conspicuously  identified  with  the  various  socie- 
ties represented  in  Sturgis,  the  Masonic,  I.  O.  O.  F., 
and  the  G.  A.  R.  claiming  him  as  one  of  their 
most  A^alued  members.  In  1884  he  was  one  of  the 
grand  officers  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  I. 
O.  O.  F.  of  Michigan,  and  he  was  Officer  of  the 
Day  for  two  years  in  the  G.  A.  R.  He  is  a  man  of 
fine  capacity,  and  has  a  clear,  well-balanced  mind, 
and  his  genuine  kindness  of  heart  and  good  com- 
radeship have  gained  him  many  warm  friends. 

Our  subject  has  been  twice  married.  He  was 
first  wedded  to  Miss  Cornelia  M.  Thompson,  a 
daughter  of  Jeremiah  and  Eraeline  Thompson. 
Ylrs.  F^vans  was  born  in  Sodus,  Wayne  Co.,  N.  Y., 
in  1834,  and  died  May  5,  1885,  and  thus  was 
closed  a  life  well  spent  and  full  of  all  things  that 
go  to  make  a  good  w^oman.  By  that  marriage  four 
children  were  born,  of  whom  but  one  survives, 
Frances  E.  She  is  the  wife  of  Wilfred  B.  Wilde, 
of  Sturgis,  and  they  have  five  children,  namely  : 
Grace,  Nina,  Arthur,  Cornelius  and  Ralph. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  to  his  present  wife 
was  solemnized  in  June,  1887.  She  is  a  gracious, 
frank,  warm-hearted  woman,  and  makes  their  home 
pleasant  and  cozy.  Mrs.  Evans'  maiden  name  was 
Mary  E.  Morse,  she  being  a  daughter  of  Emory 
and  Emih^  Morse.  She  has  been  twice  married, 
and  by  her  first  marriage  to  H.  E.  Boyd  became  the 
mother  of  one  daughter,  Carrie  M.,  who  is  now 
sixteen  years  old.  Religiously,  Mrs.  Evans  sub- 
scribes to  the  Methodist  doctrines,  and  is  an  at- 
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teiidant  at  church  although  not  a  member,  and  is 
also  a  member  of  the  W.  E.  C,  an  auxilliary  of  the 
G.  A.  R.  Mr.  Evans  always  responds  generously 
to  any  call  for  financial  aid  from  the  various 
churches  and  benevolent  institutions. 


-♦^e- 


AVID  PAGE.  Among  the  pioneers  of  St. 
Joseph  County  no  one  is  looked  upon  with 
more  respect  and  veneration  than  he  wliose 
name  appears  at  the  head  of  this  sketch. 
He  has  taken  true  and  heartfelt  pride  in  watching 
the  sturdy  growtli  of  the  county,  and  lie  liaving 
been  an  important  factor  in  building  up  its  business 
interests,  a  record  of  its  rise  and  progress  would  be 
incomplete  without  mention  of  him.  He  located 
in  Sturgis,  his  present  place  of  residence,  in  1837, 
and  at  that  time  built  the  first  foundry  and  ma- 
chine-shop in  the  count3^ 

Our  subject  was  born  at  Hel)ron,  Grafton  Co., 
N.  H.,  April  18,  1811.  His  father,  Thomas  Page, 
deceased,  was  also  a  native  of  New  England,  born 
in  the  town  of  Hebron,  Conn.,  of  English  parent- 
age. He  was  a  prominent  man  and  influential  citi- 
zen of  his  town,  and  after  the  War  of  1812  was 
appointed  collector  of  the  direct  tax.  He  married 
Sallie  Gale,  of  Concord,  N.  H.  They  were  the 
parents  of  ten  cliildren,  three  still  living. 

David  Page,  of  whom  we  write,  received  a  lim- 
ited education  in  the  common  scliools  of  his  native 
State,  but  a  practical  training  at  home  in  the  indus- 
trial branches.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  years  he 
determined  to  learn  tlie  trade  of  an  iron  molder, 
and  for  that  purpose  went  toPainesville,  Ohio,  and 
remained  in  the  iron  works  of  that  place  for  eight 
years.  He  then  came  to  Michigan,  as  before  stated, 
and  built  a  foundry  and  a  machine-shop,  the  only 
one  in  this  ])art  of  the  State,  the  nearest  one  at  that 
time  being  at  Mishawaka,  Ind.,  forty  miles  distant. 
The  foundry  is  still  in  operation,  Mr.  Page  hav- 
ing had  charge  of  it  until  1852,  when  he  sold  out, 
and  for  the  ensuing  three  years  engaged  in  the 
dry-goods  business.  In  1855  our  subject  opened  a 
hardware  store,  which  he  carried  on  for  several 
years.     Subsequently,    in    partnership    with  Silas 
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Stow,  he  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  furniture 
and  chairs,  under  the  firm  name  of  Page  &  Stow. 
He  met  with  his  former  good  success  in  this  busi- 
ness, continuing  it  until  1865,  when  he  sold  out  his 
interest,  and  the  next  four  yeavs  conducted  a  flour 
and  feed  business.  Having  by  that  time  amassed  a 
sufficient  sum  for  all  his  temporary'  needs,  lie  has 
since  lived  a  retired  life,  <'ind,  though  now  in  feeble 
health,  is  enjoying  the  rewards  of  an  honest  busi- 
ness man,  who  toiled  while  it  was  yet  morning  that 
in  the  evening  he  might  take  rest  and  comfort. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  with  Miss  Amandn, 
daughter  of  the  late  Luther  Jewel,  took  place  in 
Painesville,  Ohio,  Jan.  28,  1835.  iVlrs.  Page  was  a 
most  estimable  Avoman  and  a  true  helpmate  to  her 
husband,  presiding  with  womanly  grace  and  tender- 
ness over  her  household  until  her  death,  March  7. 
1872.  She  bore  her  husband  five  children,  of  whom 
four  are  now  living,  .of  whom  the  folloAving  is  re- 
corded: Olive  J.,  born  in  Painesville,  Ohio,  Oct. 
20,  1835;  Sarah  J.,  born  in  Sturgis,  Dec.  2o,  1838. 
married  Crebillion  Jacobs.  David  Clayton,  born 
in  vSturgis,  Eeb.  5,  1846.  attended  the  Law  School 
at  Ann  Arbor,  and  was  admitted  to  practice  in  the 
Ignited  States  District  Court.  He  is  now  an  attor- 
ney of  note  in  Petoskey.  Mich.,  and  is  Judge  of 
Probate  for  P^mmet  County,  and  having  been  elected 
in  a  Democratic  district  shows  without  comment 
that  he  must  be  a  very  popular  and  highly  esteemed 
citizen  of  the  county,  as  he  is  a  stanch  Republican  in 
his  political  views.  He  married  Mrs.  Sarah  Key- 
nolds,  and  they  have  one  child,  Lottie.  Mrs.  l*age 
had  one  child  by  her  first  husband,  who,  having  been 
adopted  by  Mr.  Page,  now  bears  the  name  of  Eu- 
gene Reynolds  Page.  Laura  J.  M.,  born  in  Stur- 
gis, Dec.  15,  1849,  married  Charles  Nichols,  of 
Chicago. 

Our  subject  resides  with  his  eldest  daughter, 
Olive,  widow  of  the  late  Gen.  AVilliam  L.  Stoughton, 
who  died  from  the  effects  of  a  wound  received  dur- 
ing the  late  war.  (^en.  Stoughton  was  born  in 
Bangor,  N.  Y.,  iVIarch  20,  1829,  and  there  he  spent 
the  early  years  of  his  life.  Me  was  a  man  of 
intellectual  ability,  steadfast  integrity  and  firm 
moral  principles.  He  received  a  legal  education, 
and  after  coming  to  Michigan  soon  took  a  high 
rank  among  its  prominent  and  influential  citizen>. 
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having  been  twice  elected  Prosecuting  Attorney  for 
St.  Joseph  County,  and  in  1861  was  appointed  by 
President   Lincoln  I'nited  States  District  Attorney 
for  Michigan.     At   the  breaking   out   of    the  late 
Civil  War  lie  laid  aside  all  personal  ambitions  and 
enlisted  in  the  service  of  his  country,     lie  had  tlie 
confidence    and  esteem   of   all    his  fellow-citizens, 
and  after  the  organization  of  the   11th  Michigan 
Infantry   he    was  mustered    in   as   Lieutenant  (\)1- 
onel  of  the  regiment,     lie  was  subsequently   pro- 
moted for  brave  conduct  to  the  rank  of  Brigadier 
(;eneral,  and  later,  for  gallant  service  in  the  field, 
was  breveted  Major  (ieneral.     After  the  close  of 
the  war  (ien.  Stoughton  was  not  allowed  to  retire 
to  private  life,  but  in  1866   was  elected  Attorney 
(ieneral    of    Michigan,  serving  until    1868,   wiien 
he  was  elected  to  Congress  from  the  Fourth  INIichi- 
gan  District,  and  again  re-elected  in  1870.  Deserved 
with  distinction  on  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs, and  under   his  efficient  leadersliip  two  bills 
were  passed  equalizing  the  bounties  of  soldiers.     A 
fuller     and     more     extended    account     of     (4  en. 
Stoughton  may    be  found    in  the  ^-American  lUo- 
oraphical  History  of  Eminent  and  Self-made  IVIen 
of  tlie  State  of  Michigan."     To  (ieneral  and  Mrs. 
Stoughton  were  born  five  children,  of  whom  three 
are  now  living.     AYilliam  1\,  born  Sept.  22,  1857, 
mnrried  INliss  Dell,  daughter  of  John  JMcKerlie.  a 
pi(meer  of  this  county;  Sanford   F.,  born  Jan.    17, 
1862,  is  a  clerk  in  Farwell's  dry-goods  store  in  Chi- 
cago; lUanche,  born  Feb.  26.  1873.   William  P.    is 
lu\ad  postal  clerk  on  the  fast  mail  train  on  the  Lake 
Shore  Railway.     Arthur   was    the  second  son;  he 
died  June  24.  1886.     Olive  died  at  the  age  of  five 
numtlis. 


(^f  SA  P.  KENYON,  a  member  of  the  firm  of 
mill     E,  T.  Parker  &  Co.,  livery   stable  keepers, 
Sturgis,  is  the  pioneer  liveryman,  and   one 
^  of  the  oldest  settlers  of  the  town,  and   is 

widely  known  and  esteemed  throughout  St.  Joseph 
County.  He  and  his  partner,  who  is  his  stepson, 
do  the  main  business  in  their  line  in  this  and  sur- 
rounding towns,  besides  having  a  large  transfer 
business. 

Mr.  Kenyon  was  born  Oct.  11,  1815,  in  the  town 


of  EUisburg,  Jefferson  Co.,  N.  Y.  His  parents, 
Barnabas  and  Betsey  (Parkhurst)  Kenyon,  were 
natives  of  Rhode  Island  and  Oneida  County,  N. 
Y.  His  father  went  to  the  State  of  N^w  York 
when  a  child,  and  there,  when  he  grew  to  man's  es- 
tate, he  carried  on  the  clothier's  trade  and  also  that 
of  a  miller.     Both  parents  are  deceased. 

Our  subject  received  a  good  common-school  edu- 
cation in  his  native  county,  and  he  grew  to  be  a 
sturdy,  self-reliant,  active  young  man,  and  at  the 
age  of  nearly  twenty-one  he  started  out  to  see 
something  of  the  world,  making  his  way  to  La- 
grange County,  Ind.,  in  July,  1836.  He  worked 
on  a  farm  in  the  summer  seasons,  and  in  winter 
utilized  his  education  by  teaching  school  for  about 
eleven  years,  becoming  very  successful  in  that  pro- 
fession. In  1849  Mr.  Kenyon  came  to  Sturgis,  and 
has  been  an  honored  resident  here  ever  since.  He 
was  actively  engaged  in  carpentering  for  several 
years,  and  then  turned  his  attention  to  wagon-mak- 
ing,  which  he  followed  four  or  five  years.  In  1865 
he  entered  upon  his  present  business  as  a  livery 
stable  keeper,  and  has  been  prosperously  engaged 
in  that  ever  since.  He  is  now  in  comfortable  cir- 
cumstances, and  his  credit  stands  high  in  business 
circles,  as  he  has  always  dealt  fairly  and  squarely 
by  all  who  have  had  dealings  with  him.  His  genial- 
ity, kind-heartedness,  and  obliging  manners  render 
him  popular  in  this  community,  where  he  has  many 
warm  friends. 

Mr.  Kenyon  has  been  twice  married.  His  first 
mai^riage  was  to  Rachel  Cummings,  daughter  of 
Robert  Cummings,  to  whom  he  was  united  in  April, 
1843.  After  a  brief  but  happy  wedded  life  of  a 
year's  duration,  Mrs.  Kenyon  was  called  hence  by 
death,  March  31,  1844.  She  left  one  son,  J.  Mil- 
ton, who  was  married  in  Michigan  City,  Ind.,  to 
Nean  Higgins,  and  they  live  in  Toledo,  Ohio,  and 
have  three  children— Kate,  Nettie  and  Rachel.  The 
marriage  of  our  subject  to  Mrs.  Isabelle  Parker,  his 
present  estimable  wife,  was  consummated  in  Octo- 
ber, 1849.  She  was  the  widow  of  Erastus  Parker, 
and  a  daughter  of  James  McKerlie,  an  early  pio- 
neer of  St.  Joseph  County.  By  her  first  marriage 
she  had  one  son,  Erastus  T.  Parker,  our  subject's 
partner,  whose  sketch  will  be  found  on  another  page 
of  this  volume.     By  this  second  marriage  Mr.  an 
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Mrs.  Kenyon  have  had  three  children:  DeWitt, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  four  years ;  Mary  and  P^rank. 
Mary  married  Emmons  S.  Hudson,  of  Riley,  Kan., 
and  they  have  three  children — Harlow  K.,  Bessie 
B.  and  Nettie.  Frank  married  P]liza  Bottornly,  and 
they  live  in  this  town. 


^^^HOMAS  J.  JONES,  who  was  for  many  years 
prominently  identified  with  the  agricultural 
interests  of  St.  Joseph  County,  and  still 
owns  one  of  its  finest  farms,  pleasantly  located  in 
Constantine  Township,  has  relinquished  the  active 
labors  connected  with  the  management  of  his  prop- 
erty, and  is  now  living  in  retirement  in  Constan- 
tine Village,  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  means  that  he 
has  accumulated  by  energetic  and  well-directed 
toil. 

Mr.  Jones  is  a  native  of  Maryland,  born  in  Wash- 
ington County,  Feb.  1,  1818,  and,  although  not 
among  the  earliest  settlers  of  this  count3^  may  yet  be 
numbered  among  its  pioneers,  as  he  first  came  here 
in  1853,  and  a  year  or  two  later,  after  a  brief  resi- 
dence in  Indiana,  became  interested  in  developing 
its  agricultural  resources,  as  a  member  of  its  farm- 
ing community.  His  father,  John  Jones,  was  a 
native  of  the  same  county  where  our  subject  had 
his  birth,  and  there  died.  His  wife,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Elizabeth  Rutter,  was  also  a  native  of 
Maryland.  In  1874  she  came  to  White  Pigeon, 
this  county,  and  in  1881  passed  away  from  the 
scenes  of  earth.  She  was  the  mother  of  four  chil- 
dren, of  whom  Thomas  J.  was  the  second. 

The  death  of  our  subject's  father  left  him  practi- 
cally on  his  own  resources  at  the  tender  age  of  six 
years.  As  was  the  custom  at  that  time  and  in  that 
locality,  he  was  bound  out  until  he  was  sixteen 
years  of  age.  These  years  were  spent  on  a  farm, 
where  he  acquired  not  only  a  thorough  knowledge 
of  agriculture,  but  also  laid  the  foundation  for  the 
rugged  health  he  has  always  enjoj^ed.  When  six- 
teen lie  began  learning  the  trade  of  shoemaking 
with  his  uncle,  Benjamin  Rutter,  in  Northumber- 
land County,  Pa.  With  him  he  staid  three  years, 
and  then  began  as  a  journeyman.  Two  years  later 
he  returned  to  farm  work,  until  three  vears  after 


his  marriage,  when  he  was  employed  in  the  Montour 
Rolling  Mills,  at  Danville,  Pa.  This  was  his  voca- 
tion for  seven  years,  until  he  made  up  his  mind  to 
emigrate  West. 

During  his  residence  in  Northumberland  County 
Mr.  Jones  was  married,  Jan.  5,  1843,  to  Miss  Jane  E. 
Guffy,  daughter  of  John  and  Nancy  (Grier)  Guffy, 
who  died  in  Northumberland   County,  Pa.     They 
were  the  parents  of  eight  children,  of  whom  Mrs. 
Jones  was  the  fifth  in  order  of  birth.  She  was  born 
in  Northumberland  County,  May  23,  1823.    She  is 
a  woman  of  superior  capability,  a  deft  and  thrifty 
housewife,   who    looks    well    to  the    Avays   of    her 
household,  and   in  so  doing  has  co-operated  with 
her  husband,  and  in  no  small  measure  contributed 
to  his  prosperity.     The  following  is  recorded   of 
the  seven  children    who  have  been  born  of  their 
wedded  life:  Elizabeth  Agnes  is  the  wife  of  Joseph 
Stangal,  of  Constantine;  Emma  Jane  is  the  wife  of 
William  Iloats,  of  Three  Rivers;  Sophia  is  the  wife 
of  Clark   Shellenbarger,  of  Indiana;  Clara  is  the 
wife  of  Arthur   Redfern,  of  White  Pigeon ;  Mary 
L.  is  at  home;   John  D.  died  in  Constantine  Town- 
ship, May   1,   1881,  and  Frederick  died  when  five 
years  of   age. 

In  the  spring  of  1853  Mr.  Jones  disposed  of  his 
property  in  Pennsylvania,  and  migrated  with  his 
wife  and  three  children  to  St.  Joseph  County,  this 
State.  During  the  following  summer  he  lived  in 
White  Pigeon,  and  then  removed  to  Elkhart  County, 
Ind.,  where  he  engaged  in  the  lumber  business. 
Eighteen  months  later  we  again  find  him  in  St.  Jo- 
seph County,  on  a  farm  which  he  had  bought  in 
White  Pigeon  Township.  He  remained  there  seven 
years,  vigorously  and  successfully  engaged  in  ag- 
ricultural pursuits.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he 
had  a  fine  chance  to  dispose  of  his  property  there 
at  a  good  profit,  and  immediately  availed  himself 
of  the  offer,  and  then  sought  a  home  in  Constan- 
tine Township,  where  he  purchased  another  farm. 
He  carried  on  that  place  twenty-two  years,  and  so 
improved  it  by  careful  cultivation,  and  the  erection 
of  substantial  buildings,  that  its  value  was  greatly 
increased,  and  it  became  one  of  the  most  desirable 
farms  in  the  township.  It  comprises  280  acres  of 
highly  productive  land,  is  finely  located,  and  ad- 
mirably adapted  both   to  raising  stock  and  grain. 
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In  November,  1887,  he  built  a  handsome  brick 
residence,  near  the  Lake  Shore  &  Michigan  South- 
ern Railway  station  in  Constantine,  and  he  and 
liis  family  have  one  of  the  most  attractive  homes 
in. the  place. 

The   native   ability,  foresight,  and    decision    of 
character  of  our  subject  have  been  important  fac- 
tors in  making  life  a  success  with   him.     lie  has 
ever  been  true  to  the  principles  of  good  citizen- 
ship, and  in  his  relations  with  others  has  done  his 
duty  like  an   honorable    man;   as  a  husband   and 
father,  he  is  kind  and  devoted  to  the  best  interests 
of  his  family,  and  he  and  his  wife  have  reason  to 
be  proud  that  their  children  have  been  reared  to 
lead  useful   and  upright  lives,  and   have  not  de- 
parted from. the  example  set  by  their  parents;  as  a 
neighbor,  he  is  kind  and  obliging.     Mr.  Jones  is 
deeply  interested  in  politics,  and  stanchly  upholds 
the  policy  of   the  Republican   party.     He  has  con- 
tributed to  the  maintenance  of  law  and  order  in  this 
community  by  his  faithful  discharge  of  the  duties 
connected   with  the  office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
which  he  held   for  one  term.     Mrs.  Jones  was  for- 
merly a  member  of  the   Reformed   Church,  but  is 
not  now  identified  with  any  religious  denomination. 
As  illustrating  the  habits  of  economy  and  thrift 
which  have  governed  his  life,  Mr.  Jones  mentions 
that  the  first  money  he  ever  had  of  his  own  was 
fifty  cents,  which  was  given  him  by  his  employer 
when  he  was  fifteen  years  old.   This  money  he  kept 
for    many    years,  finally  giving  it  to  his  mother 
when  he  was  about  twenty-two  years  old.     This 
habit  of  saving  has  been  the   basis  of  the  finan- 
cially independent  position   now  occupied   by  Mr. 
Jones. 

— ^€#-^^— " 

ONAS  WOLF  occupies   a  leading  position 
among  the  public-spirited  and  liberal  citi- 
zens who  by  the  free  use  of  their  wealth  have 
given  great  impetus   to  the  growth  and   de- 
velopment of  St.  Joseph   County.     He  was  for  a 
few  years  closely  identified  with  the  farming  inter- 
ests of  the   county,  owning  and  managing  a  large 
and  valuable  farm  in  Florence  Township,  but  he 
disposed  of  that  several  years  ago  and  removed  to 
the   village  of  Constantine,  where  he  has  since  re- 


sided, he  having  an  ample  fortune,  so  that  he  now 
lives  in  retirement  from  the  active  duties  of  busi- 
ness. 

Our  subject  comes  of  an  old  German  family 
who  lived  in  Wurtemberg,  Germany,  and  his  par- 
^ents,  John  and  Catherine  (Ilahn)  Wolf,  were  na- 
tives^ respectively  of  Wurtemberg,  Germany,  and 
of  Bethlehem,  Northampton  Co.,  Pa.  We  are  not 
told  when  the  father  emigrated  to  this  country,  but 
he  was  married  in  the  Keystone  State,  and  there 
spent  his  last  years,  dying  in  Columbia  County. 
The  mother  died  in  St.  Joseph  County,  Mich.  They 
were  people  of  solid  worth,  and  were  deservedly 
held  in  high  estimation.  They  had  a  family  of 
eight  children,  of  whom  Jonas  was  the  youngest. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Mifflin,  Columbia  Co., 
Pa.,  Nov.  12,  1812.  He  was  reared  on  a  farm  until 
he  was  twelve  years  of  age,  when  thus  early  in  life 
he  began  his  initiation  in  the  mercantile  business, 
and  for  six  years  was  engaged  as  a  clerk.  At  the 
youthful  age  of  eighteen  he  established  himself  in 
business  on  his  own  account  at  Roaring  Creek,  in 
his  native  county,  and  was  engaged  as  a  merchant 
there  and  at  other  points  in  Pennsylvania  for  some 
thirty-seven  years.  He  bought  a  farm  for  $125 
an  acre,  the  said  farm  being  located  on  the  west 
branch  of  the  Susquehanna  River,  and  after  man- 
aging it  for  three  years  in  connection  with  his  busi- 
ness, he  sold  the  place  for  $200  an  acre.  He  disposed 
of  all  of  his  interests  in  his  native  State,  and  com- 
ing to  Michigan  in  the  fall  of  1865,  bought  a  farm 
in  Florence  Township,  paying  $17,000  for  it.  This 
he  carried  on  with  the  usual  success  that  attended 
all  his  efforts  for  three  and  one-half  years,  when  he 
sold  it  for  $27,000,  and  removed  to  Constantine 
Village,  of  which  he  has  since  been  an  honored 
resident. 

Mr.  Wolf  has  been  twice  married.  His  first  mar- 
riage occurred  in  Northumberland  County,  Pa.,  on 
the  north  branch  of  the  Susquehanna  River,  when 
he  was  united  to  Miss  Margaret  Gearhart,  a  native 
of  that  county.  She  died  in  Danville,  Pa.,  leaving 
six  children,  of  whom  the  following  is  recorded: 
John  W.  resides  on  Broad  street,  Constantine 
Township;  Joseph  D.  resides  in  Florence  Township; 
Herman  G.  resides  in  Constantine  Village;  Mary 
C.  is  the  wife  of  Jackson  Darrah,  of  Pennsylvania; 
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Fannie  A.  died  in  Pennsylvania  in  May,  1876; 
Ella  R.  is  the  wife  of  David  Eckmoan,  of  River- 
side, Pa. 

Mr.  AVolf's  marriage  to  his  present  wife  took 
place  on  the  west  l)raneh  of  the  Susquehanna  River, 
in  Nortlmniberland  County,  Sept.  20,  1851.  Mrs. 
Wolf  at  the  time  of  lier  marriage  with  our  subject 
was  the  widow  of  AVilliam  Eemon.  who  died  in 
Point  Townshi]),  Northumberland  Co.,  Pa.  Jler 
maiden  name  was  Nancy  A'incent,  and  she  was  born 
in  Delaw^are  Townshi}),  Northumberland  County, 
Sept.  9,  1816.  Her  parents,  Isaac  and  Rebecca 
(Comly)  A'incent,  departed  this  life  in  Northum- 
berland County.  They  had  ten  children,  of  whom 
Mrs.  Wolf  was  the  second  in  order  of  birth.  l>y 
this  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wolf  have  had  two 
children,  Carrie  and  Sally.  Carrie  is  tlie  wife  of 
S.  B.  Davis,  of  Constantine;  Sally,  who  was  the 
wife  of  Albert  Reynolds,  died  Oct.  26,  1878. 

Mr.  Wolf  first  visited  St.  floseph  County  in  1832, 
when  it  was  in  its  primeval  wildness,  and  purchased 
a  tract  of  land  in  Lockport  Township,  on  which  he 
resided  for  about  three  months,  when  he  tired  of 
the  limitations  and  restrictions  of  pioneer  life,  as 
he  found  that  he  could  make  more  money  at  the 
mercantile  business  in  his  native  State,  to  which  he 
returned.  Me  is  influential  in  politics  and  in  local 
affairs,  and  lias  been  one  of  the  Directors  of  the 
First  National  Bunk  of  Constantine  for  some  ten 
years.  lie  was  an  ardent  Democrat  until  the  break- 
ing out  of  the  Rebellion,  when  he  sent  tw^o  of  his 
sons  to  tlie  front,  where  tliey  served  faithfully  for 
four  years,  and  lie  on  his  ])art  vigorously  sup- 
ported the  Rei)ublican  policy  in  regard  to  the  man- 
agement of  the  war,  from  his  Pennsylvania  home. 
He  continued  to  act  with  that  l)arty  until  1884, 
Avhen  he  returned  to  Ids  allegiance  to  the  Demo- 
cratic party.  Mr.  Wolf  and  his  wife  are  among  the 
leading  members  of  tlie  Reformed  Church.  He 
was  Elder  in  tlie  church  for  several  years,  and  was 
instrumental  in  securing  the  erection  of  the  present 
edifice,  in  which  the  congregation  worslnp).  He 
donates  liberally  toward  the  support  of  the  (iospel 
in  this  town,  and  every  good  work  meets  with  his 
cordial  s}'nipatlrv  and  sid)stantial  aid.  INlr.  Wolf 
owes  his  success  as  a  business  man  to  the  fact  that  he 
was  gifted  with  rare  judgment,  keen  discernment. 
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great  tact  and  an  enterprising  spirit.  He  is  also 
greatly  indebted  for  his  prosperity  to  the  cluHM'ful 
aid  and  active  co-operation  of  his  capable  wife,  who 
is  possessed  of  a  large  share  of  common  sense  and 
decision  of  character. 


fVNIEL  MILLER,  a  retired  and  well-to-do 
|)  farmer,  came  to  Sturgis  Nov.  1().  1881,  to 
5^  spend  his  declining  years  in  this  pleasiuit 
town.  In  the  few  years  that  have  elapsed 
since  that  time  he  has  gained  the  good-will  of  llu^ 
people  among  whom  he  has  come  to  make  his  home, 
and  he  is  held  in  the  highest  esteem  for  his  con- 
siderate and  kindly  ways  and  his  honorable  char- 
acter. 

Mr.  Miller  w^as  born  in  Highland  County,  Ohio, 
June  28,  1827,  in  the  pioneer  home  of  liis  [)arents, 
Jacob  and  Elizabeth  (Proucius)  Miller.  'J1iey  were 
natives  of  Pennsylvania,  and  had  been  eai'ly  setth^rs 
of  Ohio.  In  the  spring  of  1831  they  once  more 
l)ecame  pioneers,  taking  up  their  abode  in  the  wilds 
of  J^ag range  County,  Ind.  ThejMiad  twelve  chil- 
dren, nine  of  whom  are  living,  namely:  Christian;!, 
now  Mrs.  Young;  David;  George;  Sarah,  now  Mrs. 
Robbins;  Adam,  Joseph,  Henry,  William  and  oui- 
subject.  The  names  of  the  deceased  were  John, 
Catherine  (Mrs.  Robbins)  and  James,  all  of  whom 
were  married  and  had  families.  The  father  of  our 
subject  died  on  the  old  homestead  in  Lagrange^ 
County,  Ind.,  May  13,  1838,  and  Moth(n-  Miller 
died  Aug.  16,  1869,  having  rounded  out  a  life  of 
more  tlian  ordinary  length. 

l)aniel  Miller  was  nearly  four  years  of  age  when 
his  parents  moved  to  Indiana,  and  he  has  a  good 
recollection  of  the  condition  of  the  country  in  his 
boyhood,  forests  of  primeval  growth  abounding. 
Indians  numerous,  and  also  wild  animals,  such  as 
deer,  bears,  wolves,  coons,  etc.  The  same  i)ion(H'r 
condition  then  prevailed  here,  and  as  la1e  as  1817 
two  or  three  bears  from  the  forests  passed  through 
the  streets  of  Sturgis.  Our  subject  received  his 
education  in  the  primitive  school-house  of  the 
times,  a  log  cabin  with  a  clapboard  roof  and 
with  poles  as  weights  to  hold  it  down,  nre[)hice  at 
one  end  of  the  room,  with  stick  and  clay  chimney. 
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and  slabs  served  as  benches,  a  board  on  pins  against 
the  wall  for  desk  on  Avhich  to  write,  and  a  puncheon 
tloor.  Onr  subject  grew  to  manhood,  with  a  char- 
acter molded  by  the  inlluences  that  prevailed  in 
stiength  and  sturdiuess.  lie  adopted  tlie  calling  of 
farmer  as  best  suited  to  his  tastes,  and  it  is  un- 
necessary to  say  that  he  met  with  marked  success 
in  his  cliosen  calling,  as  lie  has  l)een  enabled  to  re- 
tire on  a  comfortable  competence,  removing  from 
Ids  old  home  in  Indiana  to  Sturgis  in  1881,  as  be- 
foi'e  mentioned. 

Mv.  Miller  has  been  twice  married.  He  was 
wedded  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Young,  May  21,1848, 
and  to  them  came  eleven  children,  ten  of  whom  are 
living,  namely:  Selina.  Manfred,  Henry,  Diantha, 
C'arleton,  Daniel,  Mary,  Almon,  Delos  and  Charles. 
Selina  married  Charles  Stroud,  of  Greenfic^ld  Town- 
ship, Lagrange  Co.,  Ind.,  and  they  have  had  one 
child,  Mary  !>.,  Avho  is  dead;  Manfred  married 
(Uara  ratchin,  and  they  live  in  Sedgwick  County, 
Kan.;  they  have  seven  children,  namely:  Locey, 
William.  Asel,  Nellie.  Zella,  and  a  girl  and  boy,  in- 
fants unnamed.  Henry  mari'ied  Mary  Moore,  of 
the  same  county,  and  they  have  three  children — 
Zadie,  Bertlia  and  Heman.  Diantha  married  Carle- 
ton  Lillie,  of  Lagrange  County,  Ind.;  C^arleton 
married  Lodema  Snider,  and  they  are  living  in 
Sedgwick  County,  Kan.,  and  have  one  child;  Dan- 
iel married  Louisa  Carpenter,  who  died,  and  he 
then  married  her  sister  Alta;  they  now  live  in  Cold- 
water,  Mich.,  and  have  one  child,  Clarence.  Mrs. 
.Miller  was  a  daughter  of  Locey  Young.  Her 
death,  April  27,  1874,  was  a  severe  blow  to  her 
family,  to  whose  meml)ers  she  was  greatly  devoted, 
and  they  now  cherish  her  memory  with  the  utmost 
I'everence. 

Mr.  IVIiller's  second  marriage,  which  took  place 
April  22,  1875,  was  to  Miss  Helen  M.  Field,  a 
daughter  of  the  late  David  S.  Field.  Her  mother, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Martha  (Wheeler)  Field, 
is  lujw  living  in  Wolcottville,  Ind.,  at  the  advanced 
age  of  seventy-nine  years.  To  our  subject  and  his 
present  wife  have  been  born  three  children,  two 
living — Helen  M.  and  Claude  E.;  one  died  in  in- 
fancy. 

Mr.  Miller,  brought  up  as  he  was  in  a  pioneer 
country    and  under    pioneer    influences,  early  ac- 
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quired  a  bold,  self-reliant,  self-helpful  spirit,  which, 
with  his  [)ersevering  nature  and  his  good  capacity 
for  labor,  were  important  elements  in  his  after  suc- 
cess, and  he  so  managed  his  farming  interests  as 
to  acquire  a  comfortable  competence,  and  is  now 
enjoying  the  well-earned  fruit  of  his  early  labors. 
He  is  a  stanch  mend)er  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  his  daily  life  shows  the  sincerity  of 
his  religious  professions.  Mrs.  JMiller  is  a  faithful 
member  of  the  l)aptist  Church,  and  none  are  more 
active  in  promoting  good  works  than  she.  Mr. 
Miller  is  an  adlierent  of  the  Republican  party,  and 
his  views  of  the  political  situation  of  the  day  are 
sound  and  intelligent. 

(l/_^  ON.  J.  C.  BLSHOP,  ex-member  of  the  Michi- 
Wjf,  gan  Legislature,  and  long  Chairman  of  the 
/^^'  Board  of  Supervisors,  was  elected  Super- 
(^)  visor  first  in  the  spring  of  18G7.  He  has 
served  in  this  capacity,  with  the  exception  of  one 
year,  1878,  since  that  time.  He  was  Justice  of 
the  Peace  for  a  term  of  four  years,  and  Highway 
Commissioner  for  a  term  of  three  years.  He  was 
elected  to  represent  the  people  of  the  then  eastern 
district  of  St.  eloseph  County  in  the  State  Legisla- 
ture, and  served  acceptably  his  term  of  two  years, 
in  which  there  were  two  sessions  of  the  Legislature. 
He  has  been  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors 
for  four  3^ears.  In  the  village  of  Burr  Oak  he  holds 
the  office  of  Assessor,  and  in  1875  was  elected  Presi- 
dent of  the  Village  Board,  but  declined  to  qualify. 
Mr.  Bishop  has  discharged  the  duties  of  his  various 
offices  in  a  manner  highly  creditable  to  himself  and 
satisfactory  to  his  constituents.  Generous  and  pub- 
lic-spirited, he  is  numbered  among  the  leading  men 
of  St.  Joseph  County,  and  one  intimately  connected 
with  its  welfare  and  prosperity. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  at  Franklin- 
ville,  Cattaraugus  Co.,  N.  Y.,  April  1,  1828.  He 
came  with  his  parents  to  this  county  in  1836,  when 
a  little  lad  eight  years  of  age,  and,  wath  the  excep- 
tion of  six  years  in  Colorado  and  Nebraska,  has 
since  resided  within  its  limits.  He  acquired  early  in 
life  a  knowledge  of  agricultural  pursuits,  in  which 
he  has  always  been  interested,  and  notwithstanding 
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a  large  proportion  of  his  time  has  been  devoted  to 
the  discharge  of  public  duties,  he  has  continuously 
been  interested  in  farming.  Mr.  Bishop,  in  1874, 
took  the  State  Census  of  the  township  of  Burr  Oak, 
and  in  1880  the  United  States  Census.  Four  years 
later  he  was  again  connected  with  the  taking  of  the 
State  Census. 

The  parents  of  our  subject,  James  L.  and  Mary 
(Carpenter)  Bishop,  were  natives  respectively  of 
Connecticut  and  Massachusetts.  The  father  was 
born  Jan.  17,  1799,  and  the  mother  August  5  of  the 
same  year.  Their  family  included  eight  children, 
two  of  whom  died  in  early  childhood,  and  two  sons 
yielded  up  their  lives  upon  the  battle-field  in  the 
service  of  their  country,  and  one  was  killed  during 
the  Kansas  troubles,  supposed  to  have  been  mur- 
dered. 

The  marriage  of  J.  C.  Bishop  and  Miss  Cordelia 
Clark  was  celebrated  in  this  county,  Jan.  11,  1851. 
Mrs.  Bishop  was  born  Nov.  8,  1830,  and  is  the  daugh- 
ter of  William  and  Margaret  (Whitney)  Clark,  who 
were  natives  of  New  York  State,  and  spent  their 
last  years  in  Michigan  and  New  York.  Their  fam- 
ily consisted  of  two  children  only.  Mr.  Clark  came 
to  Michigan  in  1840,  being  one  of  the  earliest  set- 
tlers of  Burr  Oak  Township.  To  our  subject  and 
his  wife  there  were  born  two  children — Mary  and 
William  C.  Mr.  Bishop  is  a  member  of  the  Self- 
Protection  Association  of  Burr  Oak  and  vicinity. 
Politically,  he  is  a  warm  supporter  of  Republican 
principles.  In  1883  he  took  up  his  residence  at 
Burr  Oak,  and  has  now  a  most  pleasant  and  attract- 
ive home  located  at  the  corner  of  Third  and  Eagle 
streets. 


R.  ROBERT  A.  GREEN.  The  subject  of 
this  personal  history  is  a  homeopathic 
physician  and  surgeon,  of  good  repute  and 
enterprise.  He  is  well  esteemed  by  the 
public  at  large  for  his  success  in  his  chosen  field  of 
industry,  and  for  his  unquestioned  ability  and 
accurate  knowledge  of  his  work.  He  is  one  of  the 
most  highly  esteemed  citizens  of  White  Pigeon. 

The  ancestry  of  this  gentleman  can  be  traced  back 
to  the  earliest  Colonial  times  of  the  country.    At  a 
time  before  the  colonies  which  compose  the  Union 
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had  grown  into  States,  three  brothers,  including  one 
Nathaniel  Green,  came  from  Scotland  to  America, 
and  settled  in  Rhode  Island,  and  it  is  from  one  of 
these  brothers  that  our  subject  has  descended.  Na- 
thaniel Green  went  to  Charleston,  S.  C,  and  has 
never  been  heard  from,  and  it  is  not  known  if  he 
left  any  posterity  or  not.  The  third  brother  is  sup- 
posed to  have  gone  to  New  York.  The  brother  to 
whom  our  subject  traces  his  ancestry  is  noted  as 
being  the  original  propagator  of  the  famous  apple 
known  as  Ihe  ''Rhode  Island  Greening." 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Benjamin  Green,  was 
born  in  Peru,  Clinton  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  pursued  the 
vocations  of  a  tanner,  currier  and  shoemaker.  In 
his  later  years  he  was  a  farmer.  Our  subject  was 
born  in  the  town  of  Macedon,  Wayne  Co.,  N.  Y., 
eighteen  miles  east  of  the  present  city  of  Rochester, 
Dec.  16,  1824,  where  he  lived  with  his  parents,  and 
attended  the  public  schools  and  the  academy  at 
Marion,  N.  Y.  At  an  early  age  he  expressed  a 
desire  to  enter  the  medical  profession,  and  all  his 
studies  were  such  as  to  prepare  him  for  it.  When 
he  was  twenty-four  years  old  he  began  reading 
under  various  preceptors;  to  secure  money,  which 
was  not  plentiful,  to  pay  his  way,  he  worked  by  the 
month  for  farmers  in  the  neighborhood  of  his  home, 
devoting  all  his  spare  time  to  his  books.  After 
reading  three  years  in  the  office  of  Dr.  A.  G.  Austin? 
a  noted  lecturer  of  that  time,  then  located  in  Will- 
iamson, Wayne  Co.,  N.  Y.,  he  practiced  with  him 
for  a  year  and  a  half. 

At  the  end  of  this  time  our  subject  thought  it 
advisable  to  practice  alone,  which  he  did  for  awhile. 
In  December,  1860,  he  came  to  Michigan,  and 
March  21,  1861,  located  in  White  Pigeon,  where  he 
has  since  continued  to  live,  and  has  built  up  a  large 
and  remunerative  practice.  When  he  entered  into 
his  practice  he  did  not  discontinue  his  reading  and 
researches,  but  kept  them  up,  and  was  graduated 
from  the  Western  Homeopathic  College  at  Cleve- 
land, in  March,  1858,  whose  diploma  he  holds. 

The  Doctor  was  married  to  Miss  Jane  Ann  Jos- 
lin,  Sept.  23,  1846.  She  is  the  daughter  of  George 
Joslin,  now  deceased.  He  and  his  good  wife  are  the 
parents  of  four  children — Marietta,  Ruth  E.,  Burnice 
S.  and  Benjamin  F.  Marietta  is  the  wife  of  William 
A.  Sheap,  of  Terre  Haute,  Ind.,  and  is  the  mother  of 
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three  children — Lucy,  Ina  and  Robert;  Ruth  is 
married  to  Lou  Arnold,  and  resides  in  P^ngiewood, 
111.;  she  is  the  mother  of  six  children — Bessie,  Bur- 
ton, Grace,  Glenn,  Robert  and  Jennie.  Burnice 
married  Miss  Mary  E.  Reed,  and  now  lives  in  Grand 
Rapids,  Mich.,  and  is  the  father  of  one  child,  Harry 
A.;  Benjamin  married  Winnifred  J.  Long;  he  lives 
in  his  native  town,  and  is  the  father  of  two  children 
— Charles  and  Don  P. 

The  Doctor  never  seeks  any  office,  as  the  accept- 
ance of  any  public  duty  would  interfere  materially 
with  the  practice  of  his  chosen  profession,  of  which 
he  is  a  devoted  disciple,  honestly  believing  that  the 
principles  enunciated  in  his  chosen  school  of  medi- 
cine are  the  only  correct  ones.  He  is  proud  of  his 
family,  all  of  whom  hold  high  places  in  the  social 
life  of  the  various  neighborhoods  in  which  they  live. 
He  has  a  large  conception  of  the  value  of  education, 
and  of  the  great  benefits  derived  by  the  country  by 
virtue  of  the  intelligence  of  the  peo|)le,  and  from 
the  time  he  settled  in  White  Pigeon  to  the  present 
he  has  taken  a  deep  and  abiding  interest  in  the  wel- 
fare and  success  of  the  schools.  He  has  been  Chair- 
man of  the  School  Board  for  forty  years,  and  is 
President  of  the  Village  Board  of  Trustees.  His 
granddaughter  Bessie  was  taken  by  him  in  infancy, 
and  has  assumed  the  name  of  our  subject  instead  of 
Arnold.  She  fills  the  place  of  daughter  in  the  home 
circle  and  life  of  our  subject  ami  his  good  wife. 
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^ALCOTT  C.  CARPENTER,  one  of  the  fore- 
most lawyers  of  Southern  Michigan,  has  his 
place  of  business  in  Sturgis,  where  he  is  ex- 
tensively engaged  as  an  attorney  and  collecting 
agent.  His  father,  Younglove  C.  Carpenter,  was  well 
known  as  a  sturdy  pioneer  of  St.  Joseph  County, 
coming  here  as  early  as  the  year  1836  with  his 
wife  and  children  from  Delaware  County,  N.  Y., 
settling  among  the  Indians  and  wild  animals  that 
then  infested  the  primeval  forests  of  Mendon 
Township  and  the  surrounding  country.  Our  sub- 
ject was  but  an  infant  wdien  his  parents  thus 
planted  a  home  in  the  wilderness,  and  he  has  a  dis- 
tinct recollection  of  the  pioneer  scenes  amid  which 
his  pioneer  days  were  passed ;  of   the  deep,  centuries 


old  forests  that  surrounded  the  clearing  where  his 
father  had  built  a  log  cabin,  and  of  the  deer, 
wolves,  bears  and  other  wild  animals  that  made 
their  home  among  those  trees;  and  he  also  remem- 
bers the  aboriginal  sons  of  the  forest  who  used  to 
visit  his  parents  to  beg  and  trade. 

Our  subject  is  derived  of  good  New  England 
stock,  his  father  having  been  a  native  of  Connec- 
ticut, and  his  mother,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Rlioda  Sabim,  was  born  in  Massachusetts.  They 
reared  a  family  of  nine  children,  four  of  whom  are 
living  besides  our  subject,  namely:  Sarah,  now 
Mrs.  Worcester,  of  Grinnell,  Iowa;  Elizabeth,  Mrs. 
Howard,  of  California;  Lucetta  L.,  Mrs.  Howard, 
of  California;  Maria  T.,  Mrs.  Poorman,  of  Marcel- 
lus,  Mich. 

Our  subject  received  the  advantages  of  a  fine 
education  in  the  best  literar}'-  institutions  in  Michi- 
gan, taking  m  thorough  course  in  the  literary  de- 
partment of  the  Normal  School  at  Ypsilanti,  and 
two  years  in  the  literary  department  of  the  Michi- 
gan University,  at  Ann  Arbor,  with  an  additional 
year  in  the  law  department  of  the  world-renowned 
University  at  Ann  Arbor,  leaving  there  in  the 
spring  of  1861.  The  education  that  he  thus  se- 
cured was  the  result  of  his  own  exertions,  as  he 
had  to  depend  on  his  own  resources  for  the  means 
of  going  through  scliool.  He  was  an  ambitious, 
high-spirited  youth,  whose  intense  desire  for  learn- 
ing, he  having  inherited  a  vigorous  mentality  from 
an  intelligent  New  England  ancestry,  overcame 
every  obstacle  thereto.  While  in  college  he  sawed 
wood  for  a  living  a  part  of  the  time,  boarding  him- 
self and  living  on  mush  and  milk  for  months  at  a 
time.  He  also  worked  in  Prof.  Winchell's  garden, 
and  as  opportunity  offered  taught  school.  He  taught 
at  Cuba  and  at  Ipava,  in  Eulton  Count}^,  111.,  from 
1857  until  I860,  and  also  taught  winter  sessions  in 
Bloomfleld  Towaiship  district  school,  Oakland, 
Mich.,  before  entering  the  University  and  after 
leaving  Ypsilanti.  After  his  graduation  from  the 
law  school  Mr.  Carpenter  entered  the  law  office  of 
the  Hon.  Henry  F.  Severns,  read  a  short  time  with 
him,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  the  spring  of 
1861.  He  remained  in  Mr.  Severns'  office  a  few 
months  longer,  and  then  came  to  Sturgis  in  the 
same  year,  and  went  into  the  office   of  the  Hon. 
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William  L.  Stoughtoii,  who  subsequently  went  into 
the  army  and  became  a  (general,  leaving  our  sub- 
ject in  cliai'ge  of  his  business.  Mr.  Carpenter  lias 
ever  since  been  a  resident  of  this  tow^i,  and  lias 
built  up  a  large  i)ractice. 

January  4,  1863.  our  subject  was  married  in  Cuba, 
III.,  to  Helen  M.  AVhitney.  She  is  a  daughter  of 
Nathan  B.  and  Esther  AVhitney,  then  of  Cuba,  111. 
31  r.  and  iMrs.  Carpenter  are  the  parents  of  tliree 
children — John  11.,  Ella  L.  and  Carrie  L.  eJohn  is 
Station  Agent  at  Stryker,  Ohio.  All  are  graduates 
of  the  Sturgis  High  School. 

Our  sidjject  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  emi- 
nent members  of  the  bar  now  practicing  in  this  part 
of  the  State,  his  profound  knowledge  of  jurispru- 
dence and  his  success  in  the  courts  justifying  this 
belief.  He  lias  held  some  of  the  most  responsible 
legal  offices  with  great  distinction.  He  was  Cir- 
cuit Court  Commissioner  for  six  years.  Prosecut- 
ing Attorney  for  four  years,  and  has  held  local 
offices.  He  is  a  leading  mem1)er  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  and  has  taken  the  degrees  of  Knight 
Templar  and  of  K.  of  P. 

Mr.  Carpenter  and  his  excellent  wife  belong  to 
the  Baptist  Church.  In  him  the  Kepublican  part}^ 
has  a  devoted  adherent,  wlio  strongly  supports  its 
policy  by  voice  and  vote. 

•^lOHN  J.  DAVIS.  St.  Joseph  County  has 
within  her  borders  numerous  enterprising 
men,  who  in  an  earl}-  day  came  in  to 
'dengthen  her  cords  and  strengthen  lier 
stakes,"  and  prominent  among  them  is  found  the 
name  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  is  now  a 
resident  of  AVhite  Pigeon,  where  he  is  engaged  in 
})usiness  as  a  grain  and  produce  dealer.  He  was 
born  in  Marbletown,  Ulster  Co.,  N.  Y.,  July  18, 
1816.  His  father,  Jacob  Davis,  was  a  native  of 
the  same  county,  and  was  a  descendant  from  a 
well-known  Holland  family.  The  mother  was 
Cornelia  Tack,  who  was  also  a  native  of  Ulster 
County.  They  were  the  parents  of  four  children, 
of  which  number  our  subject  is  the  only  survivor. 
The  father  and  two  of  the  sisters,  Sarah  A.  and 
Margaret  A.,  died  in  September,  1838.  Tlie  third 
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sister,  Mary,  was  married  to  Cornelius  C.  New- 
kirk,  and  at  lier  death  was  the  mother  of  four 
children:  Cornelius;  Sarah,  who  is  Mrs.  Besel,  and 
resides  in  LaCrosse,  Wis.;  Emma  and  Mary.  Tlie 
mother  of  our  subject  died  some  time  in  tlie  seven- 
ties, over  eighty  years  of  age. 

]Mr.  Davis  married  Louisa  Kerr  in  September. 
1841.  She  was  a  daughter  of  John  Kerr.  Her 
father  is  now  dead.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Davis  are  the 
parents  of  one  child,  Hevlett  J.  Davis,  now  the 
trusted  agent  of  the  United  States  Express  Company 
at  South  Bend,  Ind.  He  married  Miss  Lottie^ 
Ivhoades,  and  is  the  father  of  three  children:  Charlies 
Gail  and  Lorene.  Mrs.  Davis  died  in  1846.  Mv. 
Davis  married  Mary  Bowman  in  October,  1852.  She 
is  a  daughter  of  John  Bowman,  a  native  of  York- 
shire, England,  where  lie  died.  iVfter  his  death 
the  mother  emigrated  with  her  family  to  America. 

Our  subject  and  his  second  wife  were  the  parents 
of  a  family  of  eight  children,  four  of  whom  are 
living,  namely:  Nettie,  Sarah  C,  Emma  M.  and 
John  J.,  Jr.  Nettie  is  the  wife  of  Fred  Ilotchin, 
and  is  tlie  mother  of  one  child,  Jennie;  they  reside 
in  White  Pigeon.  Sarali  is  the  wife  of  J.  AVesley 
Siegel,  and  resides  in  Three  Rivers,  Midi.;  Emma 
M.  is  the  wife  of  Frank  Tracy;  she  is  the  mother 
of  one  child,  Anna  Marhea;  tliey  reside  in  Sturgis, 
Mich.  After  a  long  and  tedious  illness,  which 
slie  bore  with  remarkal)le  fortitude,  Mrs.  Davis 
died  in  January,  1868. 

One  3^ear  prior  to  the  death  of  his  wife  our 
subject  sold  his  farm  and  engaged  in  his  present 
business,  which  he  has  zealousl^y  prosecuted  up  to 
tills  time.  He  is  widely  known  as  an  honest, 
straightforward  man,  and  is  a  splendid  example 
of  what  may  be  accomplished  by  energy  and  close 
application  to  business.  He  may  well  consider 
himself  one  among  the  pioneers  who  have  been 
instrumental  in  opening  to  civilization  and  bring- 
ing to  its  present  high  state  of  advancement  the 
original  wild  country  comprised  within  the  bor- 
ders of  this  county.  Coming  here  in  1836  he 
settled  on  a  farm  one  mile  east  of  town,  which  at 
that  time  w^as  the  only  trading-post  within  the 
county.  A  larger  amount  of  business  was  done 
then  than  now,  as  all  trading  was  concentrated  at 
this    point.     One   firm,  Kellog  &   Bros.,  employed 
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eio'lit  or  ten  clerks  in  their  store  constantly.  There 
were  other  firms  transacting  business  who  were 
almost  as  extensively  interested. 

Mr.  Davis  belongs  to  that  large  class  of  intelH- 
gent  and  enterprising  people  wlio  came  into  Michi- 
gan from  New  York  and  the  New  England  States 
during  its  pioneer  period,  and  who  have  been 
such  important  factors  in  developing  to  such  a 
high  degree  the  resources  which  Nature  has  so 
generously  lavished  upon  the  State.  This  element 
has  contributed  so  vastly  to  the  development  of 
the  material  resources  of  the  country  that  it  to- 
day takes  a  front  rank  as  a  producing  section  of 
the  country,  and  it  has  stood  as  a  champion  of  an 
enlarged  and  elevated  civilization  and  education, 
and  no  one  man  has  contributed  more  to  bring 
about  this  desirable  state  than  our  subject.  Al- 
though not  a  member  of  any  churcli,  Mr.  Davis 
contributes  largely  to  the  support  of  the  Presby- 
terian Churcli.  His  views  on  all  questions  are 
extremely  liberal.  Both  his  wives  were  members 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  earnest  and  zealous 
in  the  profession  and  practice  of  their  faitli.  His 
son  John  is  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Bracken  & 
Davis,  general  merchants  of  White  Pigeon;  they 
make  a  specialty  of  dry  goods  and  groceries. 

Our  subject  steadily  declines  all  official  honors, 
preferring  to  act  independently  as  he  may  deem  it 
proper  for  the  best  interests  of  White  Pigeon,  to 
the  present  prosperity  of  which  he  has  contrib- 
uted so  much  and  with  which  he  is  so  thoroughly 
identified.  He  is  proud  of  his  family,  all  the  sur- 
viving members  of  which  reflect  the  greatest  credit 
and  honor  on  their  parents. 


EOF.  SHERIDAN  OSBON,  Superintendent 
jj)  of  the  schools  of  St.  Joseph  County,  Mich., 
is  an  honorable,  learned  man,  an  able  edu- 
cator, an  influential  citizen  of  Sturgis, 
where  he  makes  his  home,  and  as  such,  it  affords 
us  great  pleasure  to  place  a  brief  record  of  his  life 
before  the  numerous  readers  of  this  Biographical 
Album.  He  is  a  native-born  citizen  of  this  State, 
his  birth  having  occurred  in  Sturgis,  Oct.  3,  1842. 
The  father   of   our  subject,    George   W.  Osbon 


(2d),  was  born  in  Painesville,  Ohio,  Aug.  3,  1811. 
He  remained  in  his  native  State  until  ready  to  estab- 
lish himself  in  life,  when  he  joined  the  tide  of  emi- 
gration that  was  flowing  into  the  unsettled  portions 
of  the  Peninsula  State,  and  in  1838  became  a  pio- 
neer of  St.  Joseph  County,  engaging  for  several 
years  in  the  mercantile  business  in  Sturgis.  He  re- 
mained an  esteemed  and  honored  resident  of  the 
place  until  his  death,  which  occurred  March  9, 
1870.  He  was  an  enterprising,  conscientious  busi- 
ness man,  and  performed  efficient  service  in  aiding 
the  growth  and  development  of  his  adopted  town. 
He  married  Miss  Cornelia  IT.  Hawes,  a  native  of 
Hamilton,  Ohio,  born  April  14,  1821,  who  still 
resides  in  Sturgis.  She  bore  him  seven  children, 
of  whom  two  only  are  now  living,  Henry  II.  and 
Sheridan.  One  son,  Frank,  was  a  soldier  in  the 
Union  Army  during  the  late  Rebellion,  and  died 
from  disease  contracted  during  the  service. 

Superintendent  Osbon,  of  this  sketch,  w^as  reared 
and  received  the  rudiments  of  an  excellent  edu- 
cation at  Sturgis,  having  been  graduated  from   its 
High  School  in   1858.     He  subsequently   attended 
the  Agricultural  College  at  Lansing,  Mich.,  com- 
pleting the  sophomore  year  in  1859.     The  ensuing 
year  our  subject,  imbaed  with  a  strong  desire  to 
see  life  in  some  of  its  rougher  aspects,   visited  the 
Western  mining  regions,  and  as  an  active  worker  in 
one  of  the  gold  mines,  proved  himself,  at  the  youth- 
ful age  of  seventeen  years,  fully  adequate  to  combat 
all  the  obstacles  to  be  met  with  in  the  typical  min- 
ing camp.     He  was  not,  however,    sufficiently  en- 
chanted with  the  life  there  to  stay  many   months, 
and  returned  home  to   take   up   the   profession   of 
teaching,  and  for  five  years   taught  with  eminent 
success  in  Mongo,  Ind.     In  1866  Prof.  Osbon  fur- 
ther pursued  his  studies  at  Hillsdale  College,  com- 
pleting the  junior  year,  and  in  1867  and  1868  took 
charge  of  the  schools  at  Muir,  Mich.     From  that 
time  until   1877  Superintendent   Osbon    gave   his 
time  and  attention  to  farming  on   a  tract  of  land 
near  Sturgis,  thus  utilizing  the  knowledge  of  scien- 
tific farming  gained  at  the  Agricultural   College. 
In  September  of  that  year,  receiving  an  urgent  call 
to   take    charge  of  the   educational    institution  of 
Mongo,  Lagrange  Co.,  Ind.,  he  gave  up  his  agri- 
cultural works  and  devoted  himself  to  the  improve- 


«if»- 


•^r 


440 


ST.  JOSEPH  COUNTY. 


"^'  S-^ 
i- 


raent  of  the  schools  of  that  place,  remaining  there 
three  years.  In  the  meantime  he  organized  a  High 
vSchool  in  Mongo  that  was  second  to  none  in  that 
part  of  the  State,  and  that  his  successful  labors 
were  appreciated  is  amply  shown  by  his  having 
received  a  call  for  two  consecutiv^e  seasons  to  take 
the  principalship  of  the  summer  Normal  Institute, 
held  at  the  county  seat.  In  1880  the  Professor 
accepted  the  principalship  of  the  Sturgis  schools, 
but  after  teaching  one  year  was  promoted  to  the 
super intendency  of  the  city  schools,  an  office  in 
which  he  served  with  signal  ability  until  1887, 
when  he  resigned  to  accept  his  present  position  as 
County  Superintendent  of  Schools.  During  his 
professional  career  the  Sn per inten dent  has  tauglit 
in  all  grades,  from  the  lowest  to  the  liighest,  and 
the  experience  thus  gained,  and  the  knowledge  of 
what  a  school  ought  to  be,  has  well  fitted  him  for 
his  present  duties.  Being  a  gentleman  of  polish 
and  culture,  an  excellent  organizer,  and  thoroughly 
conversant  with  the  most  approved  Normal  meth- 
ods in  use,  he  has  won  an  enviable  reputation  as  a 
scholar,  an  educator,  and  supervisor,  and  liis  man- 
agement of  the  county  schools  is  above  criticism. 

Prof.  Osbon  was  united  in  marriage,  in  Sturgis, 
Sept.  24,  1869,  to  I\Iiss  Adaline  C,  daughter  of 
Andrew  and  Phillippine  (Schoneberger)  Negle, 
both  natives  of  Germany.  ]\Irs.  Osbon  was  born 
in  Europe  in  1849. 
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RANK  W.  NORTHROP.  The  present  com- 
mercial importance  and  prosperity  of  White 
Pigeon  are  unquestionably  due  to  tlie  wis- 
dom, foresight  and  enterprise  of  her  merchants,and  it 
is  a  fitting  tribute  to  those  who  have  so  honorably 
distinguished  themselves  in  the  commercial  arena, 
that  their  names  and  successful  career  should  be 
commemorated  among  those  of  the  leading  men  in 
all  branches  of  commerce.  It  is  a  fact  worthy  of 
consideration  that  nearly  all  of  our  prominent 
business  men  have  struggled  up  to  their  command- 
ing positions  and  foremost  places  in  business  from 
a  dark  obscurity.  As  a  representative  of  this  class 
we  present  the  following  brief  outline  of  one  who 
has  won,  unaided,  the  leading  position  he  holds  to- 


day among  the  merchants  of  this  city,  where  he  is 
engaged  in  the  sale  of  hardware,  stoves  and  tin- 
Vare,  as  well  as  in  all  the  late  improved  agricult- 
ural implements. 

This  gentleman  was  born  in  Warrensville, 
Cuyahoga  Co.,  Ohio,  Sept.  5,  1856.  He  is  tlie 
son  of  Charles  II.  Northrop.  The  father  is  a  direct 
descendant  of  one  of  five  brothers  who  came  to 
America  from  Wales  at  a  very  early  day.  They 
are  noted  for  their  longevity.  His  mother  wns 
Caroline  (Smith)  Northrop;  she  died  in  1866. 
After  her  death  Frank  lived  among  strangers, 
being  obliged  virtually  to  support  himself.  He 
learned  the  tinner's  trade  with  George  Claar  at 
Berrien  Springs,  Mich.,  where  he  went  to  work 
when  he  was  seventeen  years  old.  After  he  had 
completed  his  apprenticeship  he  came  to  AV^hite 
Pigeon  in  June,  1877,  and  worked  for  six  years  for 
J.  R.  Watson  &  Bro.  After  he  had  worked  thrtn^ 
years  for  Messrs.  Watson  he  went,  in  the  fall  of 
1880,  to  iMichigan  City,  Ind.;  in  the  spring  of  188rS 
he  returned,  and  again  entered  the  employ  of  the 
Messrs.  Watson,  wliere  he  remained  three  ye.nrs 
longer. 

Our  subject  bought  his  present  store  building 
Feb.  1,  1886,  and  established  his  present  flourishing 
business  on  tlie  slender  capital  of  $600.  B}^  close 
attention  and  Ids  strict,  unswerving  integrity  he 
has  been  prospered,  so  that  now  he  carries  a  stock 
worth  $3,000,  and  transacts  a  business  the  sales 
from  which  exceed  $15,000  per  annum.  No 
merchant  in  the  city  stands  higher  in  reputation, 
or  has  higlier  rating  of  credit,  compared  with  the 
amount  of  capital  invested,  than  Mr.  Northrop. 
When  he  began  business  for  himself  he  knew  thnt 
if  success  attended  the  venture  there  was  but  one 
way  to  make  it  so,  and  that  way  was  to  adopt  as  a 
rule  of  action  in  all  cases  absolute  truth  and 
honesty.  These  principles  he  has  made  his  guide, 
and  the  results  obtained  prove  conclusively  that 
his  line  of  reasoning  is  correct. 

Mr.  Northrop  was  married  to  Miss  Katie  Mar- 
shall, May  5,  1880.  She  is  the  daughter  of  Abra- 
ham S.  Marshall,  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  in 
Mottville  Township.  They  have  become  the  parents 
of  two  childrien,  Alene  and  Harry,  both  very 
bright    and    intelligent    children,  who  bid  fair  in 
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years  to  come  to  be  a  source  of  comfort  and  en- 
joyment to  tlieir  parents.  Mrs.  Northrop  is  one 
of  those  women  who  may  be  considered  as  the  salt 
of  the  earth;  generous  and  kind-hearted,  she  takes 
a  leading  part  in  any  and  all  matters  that  have  for 
their  object  the  material  good  of  the  many 
unfortunates  who  surround  us  in  life. 

Our  subject  began  his  life  under  exceedingly 
adverse  circumstances.  Left  at  the  tender  age  of 
ten  years  to  provide  for  himself,  he  has  had  a  con- 
stant struggle  from  that  time  up  to  the  day  he  be- 
gan business  for  himself.  To  those  who  are  born 
to  wealth,  accustomed  to  having  every  want  antici- 
pated and  supplied  without  exertion  on  their  part, 
the  circumstances  surrounding  the  early  life  of  our 
subject  are  unknown,  and  cannot  be  appreciated  by 
any  save  those  who  have  traveled  the  same  rough 
way.  The  education  he  was  able  to  obtain  was 
secured  in  a  disjointed,  rambling  manner,  but  with 
will  and  determination  to  succeed  he  lost  no  oppor- 
tunity of  adding  to  the  knowledge  gained  by 
observation  and  study,  lie  is  a  close  observer  of 
men  and  events,  and  to-day  he  possesses  a  large 
fund  of  practical  knowledge,  and  ranks  among  the 
intelligent  and  thinking  class  of  people.  His  busi- 
ness has  increased  very  rapidly,  and  he  is  now 
doing  the  largest  trade  in  his  line  in  the  southern 
part  of  St.  Joseph  County.  Himself  and  wife  are 
members  of  the  Methodist  p]piscopal  Church.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  has  ob- 
tained the  Chapter  degrees  of  that  society. 

/^^  EORGE  FOUST.      The  farm  of  our  subject, 
j/j  consisting  of  200  acres  on  section  23,  Flower- 

^^a  field  Townsliip,has  been  nicely  improved  and 
is  the  source  of  a  lucrative  income,  while  it  is 
adorned  with  neat  and  well-arranged  buildings,  and 
the  fields  are  separated  into  convenient  size  by  rows 
of  good  fencing.  Mr.  Foust  is  entitled  to  his  share 
of  public  honors,  which  is  the  just  due  of  all  early 
settlers,  who  have  endured  the  hardships  and  trials 
incident  to  pioneer  life  and  prepared  the  way  that 
those  who  came  after  might  enjoy  the  fruits  of 
their  industry. 
''  Mr.  Foust  comes  of  an  ancestry  successful  in  life. 


honorable  in  career  and  heroic  in  national  loyalty. 
He  names  Montour  County,  Fa.,  as  the  place  of  his 
birth,  the  date  thereof  being  July  8,  1827.  His 
parents  were  John  and  Mary  (Hoats)  Foust,  natives 
of  the  Keystone  State,  and  both  passed  away  in 
Fark  Township,  the  father  aged  eighty-four  years 
and  the  mother  fifty-six.  John  Foust,  Sr.,  grand- 
father of  our  subject,  came  with  his  son  and  grand- 
son, our  subject,  to  this  State,  and  died  at  the 
advanced  age  of  ninety-eight  years. 

Mr.  Foust  of  whom  we  write  was  the  fifth  child 
in  order  of  birth  of  his  parents'  family  of  six  chil- 
dren. In  common  with  his  brothers  and  sisters  he 
attended  the  district  school,  and  in  the  fall  of  1847 
migrated  to  this  county  with  his  parents,  locating 
on  section  18,  Fark  Township.  He  has  always  been 
engaged  os  an  agriculturist,  and  is  identified  with 
the  various  interests  and  projects  that  have  been 
formed  for  the  benefit  of  the  community  and  ad- 
vancement of  its  surroundings.  Tlie  social  quali- 
ties that  make  our  subject  so  popular,  his  genial, 
affable  manner,  supi^orted  by  his  strong  force  of 
character  and  strict  business  integrity,  combine  to 
make  him  one  of  the  most  prominent  and  worthy 
citizens,  whose  place  of  residence  in  his  community 
is  so  eminently  satisfactory  and  enjoyable. 

George  Foust  was  married  in  Three  Rivers  to  Miss 
Folly,  daughter  of  George  and  Hannah  Rormig,  the 
wedding  being  celebrated  in  November,  1858.  Mrs. 
Foust  was  born  in  Snyder  County,  Fa.,  Dec.  29, 
1844.  Their  union  has  been  blessed  with  five  chil- 
dren, one  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  Those  sur- 
viving are:  William  A.,  who  was  born  July  19, 
1863,  and  took  for  his  wife  Miss  Lilly  Ryan;  they 
are  at  present  residing  in  Flower  field,  and  are  the 
parents  of  two  children — Rena  and  an  infant. 
Elizabeth,  born  May  17,  1866;  Addie,  June  23, 
1870,  and  Lucina,  April  9,  1878,  are  at  home  with 
their  parents. 

The  grandfather  of  our  subject  did  good  service 
as  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War,  being  one 
of  the  very  first  to  respond  to  the  call  for  volun- 
teers. In  all  matters  of  political  interest  Mr.  Foust 
is  inclined  to  take  his  stand  with  the  Democratic 
party,  but  never  at  the  expense  of  principle.  He  is 
a  friend  of  good  morals  and  anxious  to  do  all  in 
his    power  as    a    citizen    to   forward    the    highest 
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interests  of  the  county.  Mrs.  Foust  is  a  consistent 
member  of  the  German  Reform  Church.  Both  her- 
self and  husband  are  prominent  in  local  society 
and  are  gladly  welcomed  to  the  best  circles  thereof. 
They  are  identified  with  the  various  interests  and 
projects  that  have  been  formed  for  the  benefit  of 
the  community  and  advancement  of  its  surround- 
ings. As  regards  honor  and  social  virtue,  they 
occupy  as  high  a  place  as  any  in  the  county. 
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EWIS  RH0ADE8.  Among  the  prominent, 
successful  and  enterprising  men  residing 
within  the  limits  of  this  county,  there  are 
none  more  favorably  and  well  known  than  our  sub- 
ject. He  has  been  a  resident  of  the  county  from 
the  earliest  Territorial  days,  and  is  now  engaged  in 
buying  grain  and  stock  in  White  Pigeon.  He  was 
born  in  Monroe  County,  Mich.,  Nov.  26,  1820, 
and  is  the  son  of  Orrin  Khoades,  a  native  of  Gen- 
esee County,  N.  Y.,  who  came  to  Monroe  County, 
Mich.,  in  1795,  He  was  a  farmer  by  occupation, 
which  pursuit  he  followed  on  a  well-located  farm 
two  miles  east  of  White  Pigeon,  where  he  lived 
until  Feb.  22,  1832,  the  day  of  his  death.  He  took 
an  active  part  as  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  Lucretia  (Lewis) 
Rhoades.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Silas  Lewis,  one 
of  the  early  settlers  of  Monroe  County.  The  par- 
ents reared  a  family  of  seven  children,  who  were 
named:  Rebecca  (Murray),  Emma  (Russell),  Cy- 
rene  (Reynolds),  Clarissa  (Creelman),  Orrin,  Lou- 
isa, and  Lucretia,  the  mother  of  our  subject,  who 
died  in  1860.  The  uncle  of  our  subject,  Silas 
Lewis,  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812.  Our  sub- 
ject was  the  eldest  son  and  third  child  in  his  father's 
rfamily..  In  his  earlier  years  he  attended  the  sub- 
scription schools  that  were  taught  in  the  log  cabins 
of  the  time. 

Our  subject  and  Sarah  Runyan  were  married 
April  4,  1844.  She  is  the  daughter  of  Hon.  Phil- 
lip E.  and  Priscilla  (Brush)  Runyan.  Her  parents 
came  to  this  county  from  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  in  1835, 
and  settled  in  White  Pigeon  Township.  The  lady 
was  born  in  Geneva,  N.  Y.,  and  she  was  one  of  a 
family  of  nine  children,  four  of  whom  are  living.  Her 
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sister  Priscilla,  now  Mrs.  Barker,  and  her  brothers 
Casper  and  Phillip,  all  live  in  this  township.  Her 
father  was  elected  in  the  fall  of  1  842  to  the  Legis- 
lature, which  then  met  in  Detroit.  In  his  journe}- 
to  that  city  he  was  five  days  on  the  way.  A  por- 
tion of  the  distance  was  by  stage,  another  portion 
of  it  was  made  on  a  freight  train,  which  traveled  at 
the  rate  of  two  miles  per  hour,  and  a  portion  was 
made  by  a  lumber  wagon. 

When  our  subject  came  to  this  county  it  was  in 
a  wagon  drawn  by  oxen.  They  followed  the  old 
Detroit  and  Chicago  Indian  trail.  When  they  ar- 
rived where  they  now  live  there  was  but  one  house 
where  the  town  of  White  Pigeon  now  stands.  In 
the  year  1830  the  town  began  growing,  until  it  has 
reached  its  present  fair  proportions.  The  nearest 
point  at  which  they  could  secure  flour  or  meal  was 
the  mill  at  Niles;  the  first  corn  cracker  in  this 
county  was  built  in  Constantine,  in  the  fall  of  1830. 
It  was  operated  by  water  powder,  which  w^as  applied 
by  a  w^ater-wheel  of  very  primitive  and  crude  con- 
struction. A  horizontal  sh^ft  extended  from  the 
mill  over  the  water;  the  outer  end  of  the  shaft  was 
provided  with  paddles,  which  projected  down  into 
and  below  the  surface  of  the  water,  and,  the  current 
pressing  against  the  paddles,  caused  the  shaft  to 
revolve. 

During  these  years  Mr.  Rhoades  became  ac- 
quainted with  many  Indians,  who  at  that  time  were 
ver}^  numerous.  They  caused  no  special  trouble, 
excepting  that  arising  from  the  natural  proclivity 
of  an  Indian  to  steal  anything  that  is  loose,  although 
the  white  settlers  often  became  scared.  Religious 
services  were  held  in  the  private  houses.  The 
building  that  is  now  used  as  a  cart  factory  was 
built  in  1833  by  the  Presbyterians,  and  used  by 
them  for  many  years  as  a  church.  The  steeple  on 
this  house  was  the  first  one  built  west  of  Tecumseh. 
The  first  school-house  ever  erected  here  was  sold  to 
make  way  for  a  larger  building,  and  was  purchased 
by  Jos.  Cloyes,  our  subject  afterward  purchasing  it. 
and  a  portion  of  the  timbers  he  has  used  in  con- 
structing his  present  barn. 

Our  subject  and  his  good  wife  are  the  parents  of 
three  children — Lottie,  Charley  and  one  dead.  Lot- 
tie is  now  married  to  Hulett  J.  Davis,  the  trusted 
agent  of  the   United   States  Express   Company,  at 
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South  Bend,  Ind.;  she  is  the  mother  of  three  chil- 
^Yen — Charley,  Gail  and  Larene.  Our  subject's 
son  Charley  is  now  a  student  in  the  Chicago  Art 
Institute,  and  gives  great  promise  of  future  success. 
Mrs.  Rhoades  is  a  valued  member  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church,  and  takes  an  active  interest  in  all 
matters  pertaining  to  the  religious  welfare  of  the 
neighborhood. 

Mr.  Rhoades  is  Justice  of  the  Peace,  which  office 
he  has  filled  for  the  last  eleven  years,  and  has  at 
divers  times  filled  man}^  of  the  minor  offices  in  his 
township.  He  is  noted  as  having  the  most  re- 
tentive memory  of  any  of  the  many  old  settlers  in 
the  county.  Having  been  born  within  its  limits 
when  the  Territory  was  in  its  infancy,  he  has  been  in  a 
position  to  know  all  of  the  hardships  and  privations 
to  which  the  pioneers  in  a  new  countr}^  are  subject, 
and  has  been  identified  in  a  prominent  manner 
with  the  advancement  of  the  county.  He  possesses 
a  good  education,  and  has  watched  the  march  of 
events  for  the  last  half-century,  which  he  is  able 
to  graphically  describe  to  the  willing  listener. 
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^.  ROF.  JOSEPH  G.  PLOWMAN  is  the  Prin- 
cipal of  the  White  Pigeon  schools,  which 
he  conducts  on  the  latest  and  most  ap- 
_  proved  Normal  method.  This  gentleman 
is  one  of  the  most  energetic,  pushing  citizens  resi- 
dent in  White  Pigeon :  in  addition  to  his  duties  as 
Principal  of  the  schools,  he  is  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer of  the  Cyclone  Fanning  Mill  Company,  a 
very  prosperous  institution;  he  also  has  a  financial 
interest  in  the  Sultan  Cart  Company,  which  lat- 
ter concern  is  manufacturing  a  line  of  goods  which 
are  in  growing  demand. 

This  gentleman  was  born  in  Ionia  County,  Mich., 
Oct.  9,  1846.  His  father,  John  Gee,  was  a  native 
of  New  York;  he  is  now  deceased.  The  mother 
was  Caroline  (Haddock)  Gee.  She  was  born  in 
Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  and  died  when  our  subject  was  a 
babe.  The  Professor's  name  was  originally  Gee, 
but  after  his  mother's  death  he  was  adopted  by 
John  N.  Plowman,  and  as  a  consequence  he  as- 
sumed the  name  of  his  foster  father.  His  early 
education  was  received  in  the  common  school  near  his 


home,  and  he  was  graduated  in  1867  from  the  State 
Normal  School  at  Ypsilanti.  After  he  left  the 
Normal  School  he  was  in  charge  as  Principal  of  the 
Central  School  building  in  Battle  Creek,  Mich.,  for 
three  years.  In  1870  he  left  the  latter  city  and 
came  to  White  Pigeon,  where  he  has  since  lived, 
and  has  had  charge  of  the  schools  here  for  nineteen 
consecutive  j^ears.  being  the  longest  time  which  any 
Principal  in  the  State  has  had  charge  of  one  school. 
The  Professor  made  the  larger  part  of  the  de- 
signs for  the  new  school  building,  which  was  built 
here  in  1872.  It  is  a  large  modern  building,  con- 
taining six  schools,  including  the  Professor's  room. 
The  S3'stem  of  ventilation  introduced  into  this 
building  is  upon  a  scientific  basis,  and  its  adoption 
was  largely  due  to  him.  The  school  is  supplied 
with  a  library,  cabinets  of  geology,  organ  and  piano, 
and  different  apparatus  used  for  illustrating  the 
studies  of  anatomy,  geography,  mathematics  and 
astronomy.  Everything  connected  with  the  school 
is  reduced  to  a  system,  which  is  followed  out  to  the 
smallest  detail.  The  scholars  in  the  Professor's 
room  march  to  and  from  their  different  recitation 
rooms  in  perfect  order,  keeping  step  to  martial 
music  played  on  the  piano  by  one  of  the  pupils. 
The  building  is  heated  throughout  by  the  ^^Ruttan" 
S3^stom. 

Many  of  the  improvements  which  add  to  the 
cleanliness  and  comfort  of  the  school  room  are  the 
results  of  the  Professor's  ingenuity.  The  remova- 
ble chalk  rack,  of  which  he  is  the  inventer,  obviates 
entirely  the  disagreeable  and  unhealthy  dust  arising 
from  the  use  of  crayons  on  the  blackboard,  the  use 
of  which  is  a  boon  to  both  teacher  and  pupil.  It 
unquestionably  should  be  adopted  by  the  school 
officers  of  every  school  in  the  country. 

Mr.  Plowman  was  married  to  Miss  Ida  Munson, 
April  5,  1869.  She  is  the  daughter  of  Charles  H. 
and  Jane  L.  (West)  Munson.  The  lady's  father  is 
now  deceased,  losing  his  life  in  the  army  during  the 
Rebellion:  he  was  a  member  of  the  Michigan  En- 
gineer Corps.  The  mother  lives  with  her  daughter. 
Our  subject  and  his  wife  are  the  parents  of  two 
children — Jessie  and  Grace.  The  former  is  now 
deceased.  The  Professor  stands  high  in  the  estima- 
tion of  the  people  of  White  Pigeon  and  vicinity, 
both  as  an  able  instructor,  and  an  enterprising  and 
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valuable  citizen.  The  two  business  enterprises  re- 
ferred to  in  the  beginning  of  this  sketch  owe  their 
success  to  a  great  extent  to  him.  The  Fanning 
Mill  Company  was  organized  in  1886;  they  have  a 
series  of  new  and  valuable  patents  on  which  to  base 
their  claim  for  a  share  of  public  patronage.  The 
company  is  doing  a  large  and  increasing  business 
and  virtually  has  no  competition.  The  Cart  Com- 
pany is  doing  an  immense  business,  the  demand  for 
their  goods  exceeding  the  company's  capacity  to 
supply  them. 

Prof.  Plowman  was  a  member  of  the  County 
Board  of  School  Examiners  four  years,  when  he  was 
unanimously  re-elected,  but  resigned.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  stands  high 
in  the  Masonic  fraternity  of  the  town,  and  in  politics 
he  is  Republican.  Both  himself  and  wife  are  the  life 
and  spirit  of  the  social  circle  in  which  they  move; 
every  proposed  enterprise  having  for  its  purpose  any 
good  and  laudable  end  finds  in  them  hearty  support 
and  assistance. 


AYID  L.  FLANDERS,  M.  D.,  the  cele- 
brated physician  and  surgeon  of  Stur- 
Y'^  gis,  is  the  original  inventor  and  proprietor 
of  Flanders'  Diffusible  Tonic,  a  well-know^n 
and  valuable  remedy  for  typhoid  fever,  it  being  the 
only  positive  cure  for  that  dread  disease  ever  dis- 
covered, and  it  has  also  proved  an  absolute  cure 
in  every  case  of  yellow  fever  to  which  it  has  been 
applied. 

Dr.  Flanders  is  a  native  of  New  Hampshire,  born 
in  Coos  County,  Feb.  25,  1824.  His  paternal 
grandfather,  Ezekiel  Flanders,  was  a  soldier  in  the 
Revolutionary  War,  having  enlisted  when  only 
sixteen  years  of  age,  and  served  eight  years.  Francis 
Flanders,  deceased,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
inherited  a  patriotic  spirit  from  his  progenitor,  and 
fought  for  the  defense  of  his  country  in  the  War  of 
1812.  He  moved  with  his  family  from  New  Hamp- 
shire to  New  York  in  1828  and  settled  in  Ontario 
County,  where  he  lived  for  many  years.  For  further 
parental  history  see  sketch  of  the  Hon.  J.  "W. 
Flanders,  brother  of  our  subject. 

He  of  whom  we  write  was  four  years  of  age  when 
he  accompanied  his  parents  to  New  York,  where  he 
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was  educated,  attending  first  the  district  schools  of 
Canandaigua,  and  subsequently  supplementing  that 
education  at  the  academy.  In  1841  he  came  with 
his  parents  to  Michigan,  where  he  continued  his 
education  still  further,  and  in  1859  commenced  the 
practice  of  medicine  in  Newberg,  Cass  County, 
remaining  there  four  years.  In  1863  Dr.  Flanders 
moved  to  Mottville,  St.  Joseph  County,  and  after 
practicing  his  profession  there  for  five  years,  came 
to  Sturgis,  and  remained  here  until  1871.  The 
ensuing  two  years  he  spent  in  Yandalia,  Cass 
County,  returning  thence  to  Sturgis.  In  1877, 
desiring  a  new  field  of  labor,  our  subject  moved  to 
Iowa,  and  established  himself  as  a  practitioner  in 
Maquoketa,  where  he  met  with  much  success. 
Besides  attending  to  his  professional  duties.  Dr. 
Flanders  continued  his  experimental  work,  which 
he  had  commenced  while  in  Michigan,  and  after 
many  years  of  trial  he  has  succeeded  in  obtain- 
ing a  compound  which  is  an  absolute  cure  for 
typhoid  or  yellow  fever,  having  been  used  with 
complete  success  in  over  500  cases  of  the  former, 
and  proved  an  infallible  remedy  in  every  febrile 
disease  in  which  it  has  been  tried.  In  October, 
1888,  during  the  presence  of  yellow  fever  in  Jack- 
sonville, Fla.,  Dr.  Flanders  visited  the  afflicted  city 
and  used  his  medicine  with  most  beneficial  results, 
curing  every  patient  that  tried  his  tonic.  In  1886 
Dr.  Flanders  returned  from  Iowa  to  Sturgis,  and 
in  March,  1888,  under  the  laws  of  Michigan,  formed 
a  stock  company  for  the  manufacture  of  his 
medicine,  which  is  in  great  demand  among  those 
who  are  aware  of  its  efficacy,  and  the  company  is 
doing  a  prosperous  business. 

The  marriage  of  Dr.  Flanders  with  Miss  Julia 
A.  Chandler  was  solemnized  at  Maquoketa,  Iowa, 
June  14,  1852.  Mrs.  Flanders  is  a  daughter  of 
Gen.  Samuel  Chandler,  a  patriot  who  served  in  the 
War  of  1812,  and  afterward,  during  the  Canadian 
rebellion,  was  taken  prisoner  in  Canada  and  con- 
demned. His  sentence  was,  however,  commuted 
to  banishment  to  Van  Diemen's  Land,  but  after 
living  there  two  years,  he  escaped  in  a  Yankee 
whaling  vessel,  and  again  became  an  honored 
resident  of  the  United  States.  He  was  at  one  time 
possessed  of  much  wealth,  but  subsequently  lost 
nearly  all  his  property.     To  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Flanders 
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have  been  born  three  children,  two  of  whom  are 
still  living,  Francis  W.  and  Mary  Emma  Smith,  of 
AVall  Lake,  Iowa.  Francis,  a  resident  of  Sturgis, 
married  Miss  Emma  Disbrow^,  and  they  have  two 
children — John  S.  and  Leola. 

Dr.  Flnnders  is  a  man  of  strong  intellectual 
vigor  and  good  business  capacity,  lie  occupies  an 
excellent  position  in  the  community  as  an  lionor- 
able  and  upright  citizen,  liberal  and  benevolent  in 
his  ways,  and  he  has  done  an  inestimable  service  to 
suffering  humanity  through  the  discovery  of  his 
important  medical  compound.  Mrs.  Flanders  is  an 
esteemed  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church. 


R.  SAMUEL  R.  ROBINSON.  The  sub- 
ject of  this  personal  sketch  is  a  physician 
and  surgeon,  as  well  as  the  esteemed  Post- 
master of  White  Pigeon.  lie  has  been  one 
of  the  highly  respected  citizens  of  the  city  since 
Jan.  25,  1881,  on  which  date  he  settled  in  this  com- 
munity. Since  that  time  he  has,  by  a  life  devoted 
to  his  profession,  and  a  consistent,  straightforward 
course,  challenged  the  respect  and  won  tlie  admira- 
tion of  his  fellowmen.  This  gentleman  is  a  native 
of  Indiana,  and  w^as  born  in  Allen  County,  March 
23,  1852. 

The  Doctor  is  a  son  of  Jonathan  Robinson,  wiio 
was  a  native  of  Carroll  County,  Ohio.  He  moved 
to  Allen  County,  Ind.,  in  1838.  lie  died  in  February, 
1881.  The  mother  was  Sarah  J.  (Shaffer)  Robin- 
son; she  died  in  June,  1886.  The  earlier  years  of 
the  Doctor's  life  w^ere  spent  on  a  farm  with  his 
parents.  He  attended  the  common  schools  of  the 
neighborhood,  the  Butler  High  School  and  also  the 
("hauncey  (Ind.)  Normal  School.  In  March,  1878, 
he  graduated  from  the  Columbus  (Ohio)  Medical 
C:ollege,  a  student  under  Prof.  John  W.  Hamil- 
ton, and  then  went  to  South  Milford,  Lagrange 
Co.,  Ind.,  and  entered  into  i)artnership  wath  Dr. 
John  Dancer,  a  practicing  physician. 

This  professional  arrangement  continued  for 
eighteen  months,  when  Dr.  Robinson  moved  to 
Lagrange,  Ind.,  continuing  in  the  practice  of 
medicine,  where  he  resided  for  ten  months.  During 
the   time   he  spent  in   both   places.  South  Milford 


and  Lagrange,  he  lectured  two  terms  in  the  Ft. 
Wa.yne  (Ind.)  College  of  Medicine  on  pathology 
and  microscopy.  Removing  from  Lagrange,  we 
find  him  located  in  AVhite  Pigeon  as  named  above. 

After  settling  in  the  city  the  Doctor  devoted 
himself  most  assiduously  to  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession, and  conducted  liimself  in  such  a  manner  as 
to  speedily  and  thoroughly  win  the  full  confidence 
and  esteem  of  the  people  among  wliom  he  had 
settled.  A  vacancy  occurring  in  the  post-office,  he 
was  appointed  to  fill  that  position  Dec.  20,  1886, 
by  President  Cleveland. 

Our  subject  was  married,  Jan.  1,  1879,  to  Miss 
Fannie  M.  Smith,  daughter  of  David  Smith,  of 
Lagrange,  Ind.  Her  father  is  now  deceased.  Our 
subject  aud  his  wife  are  the  parents  of  four  children 
—Lulu  L.,  Helen  E.,  Dora  A.  and  Robert  L.  The 
entire  family  circle  presents  the  embodiment  of  a 
pleasant  home. 

The  Doctor  deserves  great  credit  for  the  position 
he  has  won  in  the  hearts  of  his  neighbors  and 
friends,  not  only  as  a  physician  and  surgeon,  but 
in  holding  the  entire  confidence  of  the  people  whom 
he  serves. 

ATIIAN  FRANK  is  one  of  the  most  enter- 
prisiug  and  successful  merchants  in  Sturgis, 
l^M^  or,  indeed,  in  St.  Joseph  County.  He  is  a 
dealer  in  clothing,  hats,  caps,  furnishing  goods, 
piece  goods,  woolen  cassimeres,  etc.,  carrying  a  full 
line  of  all  these  articles,  and  having  the  largest 
establishment  of  the  kind  in  the  county.  He  does 
a  very  large  business,  wdiich  is  constantly  increas- 
ing, the  main  reason  for  his  enormous  trade  being 
because  he  sells  the  best  class  of  goods  at  the  lowest 
prices,  so  as  to  astonish  the  most  exacting  pur- 
chasers or  searchers  after  rare  bargains. 

Mr.  Frank  was  born  in  the  Netherlands,  May  2, 
1851.  His  parents,  Simon  and  Lina  Frank,  were 
natives  of  the  same  country.  They  emigrated  to 
the  United  States  in  1860,  and  settled  in  Kalamazoo, 
Mich.,  where  the  father  died  in  the  same  year. 

Our  subject  was  educated  in  the  Kalamazoo 
schools,  and  lived  in  that  city  until  Feb.  19,  1875, 
when  he  came  to  Sturgis  and  bought  a  half-interest 
in  his  present  store,  with  S.  Ilirsh  as  partner.     He 
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afterward  bought  the  latter's  interest  in  the  busi- 
ness and  the  building  in  which  he  conducts  it. 

Mr.  Frank  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Jennie 
Meyers  Dec.  14,  1879.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Samuel 
Meyers,  formerly  the  largest  clothing  merchant  in 
Goshen,  Ind.  Mrs.  Frank  was  born  in  Albany,  N.Y., 
Dec.  4,  1860. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frank  have  three  bright  and 
interesting  cluldren,  Harry,  Hattie  and  Belle,  and 
theirs  is  an  attractive,  happy  home. 

Oul-  subject  is  a  thorough  business  man,  prompt 
and  systematic  in  his  methods,  and  always  dealing 
squarely.  His  whole-souled  generosity,  his  courteous 
and  obliging  manners,  and  his  attempts  to  entertain 
and  satisfy  his  customers,  render  him  a  general 
favorite.  He  is  a  member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  and  of 
the  I.  O.  B.  B.,  the  latter  being  a  benevolent  insti- 
tution. 
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)ENJAMIN  F.  FIELDHOUSE  is  a  prosper- 
ous liveryman  and  grain  dealer,  residing  in 
White  Pigeon,  where  he  is  doing  a  thriving 
business.  He  is  a  native  of  this  county,  in 
which  he  was  born  Sept.  14,  1839.  He  is  the  son 
of  William  Fieldhouse,  a  native  of  Yorkshire, 
England,  who  came  to  America  in  1835,  and  settled 
in  the  town  of  White  Pigeon,  where  he  lived  until 
the  spring  of  1840,  when  he  bought  a  farm  two 
miles  south  of  town  and  moved  to  and  operated  it 
for  a  number  of  years.  He  was  a  strong  Union 
man  during  the  war,  and  was  a  stanch  Republican. 
He  was  a  conscientious  and  consistent  member  of 
the  Church  of  the  Second  Advent.  He  died  in  the 
village,  March  30,  1882. 

Our  subject  resided  on  the  farm  with  his  father, 
and  obtained  his  education  by  attending  the  com- 
mon schools  and  the  academy  in  White  Pigeon. 
He  has  been  very  prosperous  in  his  farming  opera- 
tions, and  has  become  the  owner  of  140  acres  of 
well-improved  land,  which  at  this  time  is  leased. 
He  followed  farming  and  stock-raising  until  1886; 
he  has  been  a  resident  in  the  town  for  the  past  nine 
years.  The  time  since  1886  has  been  devoted  ex- 
clusively to  his  livery  and  grain  business,  and  both 
his  business  ventures  have  proved  very  successful. 


When  he  began  buying  stock  for  shipment  there 
was  a  very  poor  market  at  White  Pigeon  for  stock 
of  miy  description,  but  owing  to  his  efforts  and 
square,  straightforward  manner  of  transacting 
business,  he  made  the  market  of  the  town  the  best 
for  many  miles  around. 

Our  subject  is  one  of  the  most  public-spirited 
citizens  of  the  town,  and  takes  a  lively  interest  in 
all  matters  pertaining  to  the  prosperity  of  the  peo- 
ple. He  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  A.  Swartz,  Feb. 
2,  1865 ;  this  lady  is  a  daughter  of  Solomon  Swartz, 
of  Fairbury,  Jefferson  Co.,  Neb.  Mr.  Field- 
house  and  his  good  wife  are  the  parents  of  two 
children,  one  of  whom  is  living.  Flora  E.,  who  is 
now  teaching  in  the  White  Pigeon  city  schools  and 
is  very  successful  in  her  chosen  profession.  Our 
subject  is  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  has 
been  a  Trustee  of  the  society  for  many  years,  was  a 
Deacon  for  some  time,  but  resigned;  he  is  now 
Superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school.  He  is  a 
strong  temperance  man,  and  takes  an  active  part 
in  all  religious  and  moral  work. 

Mr.  Fieldhouse  has  been  a  member  of  the  School 
Board  for  the  past  five  years.  With  this  exception 
he  has  steadily  refused  to  accept  any  position  of 
official  trust  at  the  hands  of  his  neighbors,  although 
repeatedly  requested  to  do  so.  All  his  life  he  has 
taken  a  great  interest  in  educational  matters.  He 
is  public  spirited,  and  is  foremost  among  his  neigh- 
bors in  all  plans  designed  to  bestow  any  lasting 
benefit  on  the  people  about  him. 
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UGIIES  FOLWELL.  Of  the  number  of  men 
who  have  contributed  largely  to  the  ma- 
terial wealth  and  prosperity  of  White 
))  Pigeon,  the  subject  of  our  sketch  has  not 
done  the  least.  He  has  been  a  resident  for  several 
years,  and  has  conducted  his  business,  that  of  gen- 
eral blacksmithing,  with  great  benefit  to  the  town 
and  prosperity  to  himself.  He  is  the  son  of  James 
and  Elizabeth  (Davenport)  Folwell.  The  father 
was  of  Welsh  ancestry,  and  is'  now  deceased;  the 
mother  was  of  English  descent,  and  our  subject,  in 
his  characteristics  and   peculiarities,  possesses  the 
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many  good  qualities  of  botli  races.  His  father  died 
wlien  lie  was  very  young,  after  wliicli  he  had  to 
work  hard  to  assist  in  the  support  of  the  family. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Holmes  County,  Ohio, 
Nov.  30,  1824,  in  which  State  he  lived  until  he 
reached  his  majority.  During  the  earlier  years  of 
his  boyhood  he  devoted  what  time  he  could  take 
from  his  work  to  securing  an  education,  and  by 
dint  of  hard  study  and  close  application  to  liis 
books,  and  an  unalterable  determination  to  succeed, 
he  took  a  course  of  instruction  in  the  Yermillion 
Intitute,  at  Ilayesville,  Ohio.  After  this  he  went 
to  Lagrange  County,  Ind.,  in  April,  1851;  he 
worked  at  his  trade  of  blacksmithing  in  Lagrange 
County  for  two  and  one-half  years.  At  the  end  of 
that  time  he  removed  to  Lima,  in  the  same  county, 
living  there  until  1867.  He  learned  his  trade  in  a 
country  shop  in  his  native  county. 

Mr.  Folwell  came  to  White  Pigeon  March  12, 
1867,  and  entered  upon  his  business,  which  he  has 
steadily  followed  to  the  present  time.  He  was  mar- 
ried, Oct.  2,  1849,  to  Mary  E.  Bennett,  a  daughter 
of  Aquilla  Bennett.  Her  father  is  now  dead.  They 
are  the  parents  of  two  children— Rufus  H.  and 
Cora  E.  Rufus  married  Anna  Belle  Caseman;  he 
is  telegraph  operator  and  Station  Agent  for  the 
Lake  Shore  &  Michigan  Southern  Railroad,  Kala- 
mazoo branch,  at  Flow^erfield,  in  this  county. 
Cora  is  now  the  wife  of  Prof.  David  A.  Ham- 
mond, who  is  at  present  Superintendent  of  the 
city  schools  in  Charlotte,  Eaton  Co.,  Mich.;  she 
is  the  mother  of  one  son,  Harry  E.,  who  is  a  very 
bright  boy,  four  years  old.  Before  her  marriage 
she  was  a  prominent  and  very  successful  teacher  in 
White  Pigeon  and  Blissfield,  Mich.  She  is  not  en- 
gaged in  teaching  at  present,  as  her  household 
duties  occupy  her  time  to  its  fullest  extent. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  deeply  interested  in 
the  Masonic  fraternity.  He  is  connected  with  the 
Columbia  Commandery  at  Sturgis,  is  a  member  of 
the  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  at  White  Pigeon,  and  has  been 
Master  -of  the  lodge  for  some  time,  and  he  has 
also  held  other  important  offices  in  the  lodge. 

Mr.  Folwell  is  one  of  those  enterprising,  indus- 
trious, and  at  the  same  time  unassuming  men,  who 
possess  an  inherent  force  of  character,  which, 
without  any  great  amount  of  loud  talking,  makes 


itself  felt,  and  exerts  a  marked  influence  in  all 
affairs  in  which  they  become  interested.  He  is 
favored  with  a  good  physical  constitution,  which 
he  maintains  by  leading  a  life  of  strict  sobriety. 
He  combines  strictness  of  moral  principles  with  en- 
ergy and  great  decision  of  character;  he  is  not  hasty 
to  arrive  at  conclusions,  but  when  he  is  determined 
upon  any  subject,  he  remains  firm  until  good  rea- 
sons for  a  change  are  given.  Although  he  has  fol- 
lowed a  comparatively  humble  following,  the 
influences  of  his  life  and  example  are  indelibly 
stamped  on  the  lustory  of  the  town.  He  occupies 
a  pleasant,  comfortable  home,  nicely  furnished,  and 
it  is  the  abode  of  contentment  and  peace. 


RS.  CLARA  B.  GARDNER..  It  gives  us 
k\  much  pleasure  to  record  in  this  Biographi- 
'•  CAL  Album  a  brief  sketch  of  the  life  of  this 
estimable  lady.  She  owns  and  occupies  a 
handsome  residence  in  Sturgis,  where  she  has  lived 
for  more  than  twenty  years,  enjoying  the  respect  of 
those  around  her,  called  forth  by  her  many  good 
qualities   of  head  and  heart. 

Our  subject  w^as  born  in  the  town  of  Batavia, 
Genesee  Co.,  N.  Y.,  March  18,  1818.  Her  parents 
were  David  R.  and  Sarah  (Chapman)  Coole}^,  na- 
tives of  Springfield,  Mass.  They  settled  in  New 
York  after  marriage,  but  in  the  spring  of  1837 
brought  their  family  to  Michigan,  and  became 
pioneers  of  Branch  County,  settling  in  the  town- 
ship of  Sherwood.  They  had  fifteen  children,  of 
whom  our  subject  was  the  twelfth  in  order  of 
birth. 

Mrs.  Gardner  passed  her  girlhood  in  her  native 
State,  and  was  nineteen  years  of  age  when  she  ac- 
companied her  parents  to  their  new  home  in  the 
wilds  of  Branch  County.  At  that  time  Southern 
Michigan  was  sparsely  settled,  although  emigration 
from  other  States  was  in  progress,  but  not  enough 
settlers  had  come  in  to  affect  the  general  wildness 
of  the  country,  or  to  transform  the  primeval 
forests,  swamps  or  open  prairies  into  smiling  farms, 
busy  towns  and  populous  cities,  so  that  this 
great  change  has  been  brought  about  within  her 
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remembrance  and  in  part  under  her  observation. 
On  the  28th  of  June,  1841,  her  union  with  James 
Bishop  was  solemnized.  He  was  the  son  of  Will- 
iam and  Sybil  (Hurd)  Bishop,  and  he  was  born  in 
Dryden,  Tompkins  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Oct.  27,  ''ISIO.  Of 
his  marriage  with  our  subject  four  children  were 
born,  three  of  whom  are  living — Charles,  Dellie 
and  Jessie.  Olney  died  in  1880,  at  the  age  of 
thirty-eight  years;  he  married  Efiie  Ferguson,  and 
they  had  one  child,  Clara,  who  is  now  Mrs.  Howe, 
of  Lapeer  County,  Mich.;  Charles,  a  merchant, 
grain  and  live-stock  dealer,  of  Buchanan,  Mich., 
married  Delia  Long,  and  they  have  one  son,  John; 
Dellie  married  Frank  McCrary,  of  Chicago,  and 
they  have  one  child,  Zora;  Jessie  married  Fred 
W.  Shoecraft.  the  leader  of  the  Sturgis  band. 

Mr.  Bishop  was  smitten  with  the  gold  fever,  and 
bidding  farewell  to  his  little  family,  he  started  for 
California  overland  with  the  last  ox-team  train 
that  crossed  the  plains  in  1849.  He  remained  in 
the  gold  diggings  until  the  fall  of  1851,  meeting 
with  fair  success,  and  then  retraced  his  steps  over 
the  long  and  lonely  way  that  separated  him  from 
his  wife  and  children,  with  whom  he  was  anxious 
to  be  reunited.  On  the  way  out  to  the  Pacific 
Coast  his  party  had  been  attacked  by  the  Indians, 
and  two  of  his  comrades  were  killed.  Mr.  Bishop 
was  wounded  by  a  gunshot  in  the  leg,  and  the  ball 
remained  in  that  limb  until  his  death.  After  his 
decease  our  subject  had  his  remains  disinterred  and 
brought  to  Sturgis  for  burial,  and  the  ball  was 
found  among  his  bones,  and  is  now  in  the  posses- 
sion of  his  son  Charles.  In  the  spring  of  1852  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Bishop  removed  to  Leonidas  Township, 
this  county,  and  there  Mr.  Bishop  died  in   1867. 

In  186H  Mrs.  Bishop  moved  to  Sturgis,  and  has 
ever  since  been  a  resident  of  this  town.  May  27, 
1869,  her  marriage  with  Bolser  B.  Gardner  was  con- 
summated. He  was  a  native  of  Virginia.  He  had 
been  previously  married,  and  had  the  following 
children  by  his  first  wife:  Phoebe,  now  Mrs.  Gil- 
hams;  Peter;  Adaline,  now  Mrs.  Parker;  Loretta, 
now  Mrs.  Cresler;  Sophronia,  now  Mrs.  Smith,  and 
Calvin  B.  Mr.  Gardner  departed  this  life  April 
27,  1879. 

Mrs.  Gardner  is  a  woman  of  good  understanding, 
and  is  amply  gifted  with  sound  common  sense  and 


unfailing  judgment.  She  has  the  heart  to  feel  and 
the  hand  to  respond  to  calls  for  aid  from  those  less 
fortunate  than  herself.  She  is  liberal  in  her 
religious  views,  holding  to  good  deeds  rather  than 
to  meaningless  creeds  for  her  salvation. 
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^N  HARLES  J.  LOCKWOOD.  The  subject  of 
^^  this  sketch  was  born  in  the  township  of  Burr 
V  Oak,  St.  Joseph  Co.,  Mich.,  May  18,  1863. 
His  father,  John  M.  Lock  wood,  was  born  at  St. 
Albans,  Vt.,  Sept.  27,  1827,  and  moved  with  his 
parents  to  the  State  of  Indiana  in  early  boyhood. 
He  received  a  common-school  education,  and  sub- 
sequently came  to  the  State  of  Michigan,  and  mar- 
ried Julia  Moe,  daughter  of  Capt.  Charles  Moe,  of 
Fawn  River,  in  1853,  soon  after  locating  on  a 
farm  in  the  township  of  Burr  Oak,  where  they  have 
since  resided.  Three  children  blessed  their  union: 
Otho  M.,  who  died  in  infancy;  Maranda  J.  and 
Charles  J.  The  latter,  the  subject  of  our  memoir, 
has  distinguished  himself  in  various  ways.  As  a 
school  boy  he  was  bright  and  of  keen  perception, 
and  possessed  the  winning  grace  which  made  him  a 
favorite  with  teachers  and  s(^hoolmates.  He  was  grad- 
uated at  Sturgis  Union  School  in  1881;  then  at- 
tended the  Michigan  Military  Academy,  and  was 
graduated  therefrom  in  1882.  Having  acquired  a 
taste  for  military  discipline,  he  presented  himself 
as  a  candidate  for  West  Point  at  a  competitive  ex- 
amination held  in  Kalamazoo,  in  July,  1883,  where 
he  won  the  distinction  over  a  class  of  fourteen 
brilliant  competitors.  Accordingly,  the  following 
June  he  entered  the  United  States  Military  Acad- 
emy at  West  Point,  and  by  dib'gent  application 
did  credit  to  himself  during  the  first  year.  But 
not  ail  was  smiles  that  fate  bestowed  upon  him,  for 
he  was  now  doomed  to  disappointment.  His  eyes 
began  to  fail,  and  he  was  obliged  to  go  to  New 
York  for  treatment;  but  from  constant  strain  they 
refused  to  improve,  and  he  was  forced  to  abandon 
this  project,  the  dream  of  his  life,  for  he  had  built 
great  hopes  of  eminence  upon  completing  the  course 
and  attaining  a  commission  in  the  Regular  Arm}'. 
With  his  acquittal  at  West  Point  ended  our  sub- 
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jeel's  school  days,  lie  came  home  and  engaged  in 
teaching  for  a  time,  until  he  assumed  the  responsi- 
bilities connected  with  the  publication  of  the  MicM- 
(jan  DemocraU  the  recognized  party  organ  of  St. 
Jose[)h  County,  having  the  largest  circulation  of 
any  paper  in  the  county,  and  which,  by  his  deter- 
mined and  tireless  efforts,  is  rapidly  growing  in 
popularity. 

Mr.  Lockwood  is  heart  and  soul  a  Democrat,  as 
was  his  father  before  him.  He  thoroughly  believes 
in  his  party  and  loves  its  principles,  and  seeks 
through  the  medium  of  his  paper  to  promote  the 
growth  of  the  methods  of  governmental  execu- 
tion, to  which  he  so  firmly  adlieres.  In  political 
tactics  his  opinions  are  sought  and  his  counsels 
heeded. 

In  stature  Mr.  Lockwood  is  six  feet  one  inch, 
well  proportioned  and  a  fine  figure.  He  is  still 
unmarried.  Socially,  he  is  benevolent  and  fraternal, 
a  devotee  to  Free  Masonry,  having  studied  its 
teachings  as  far  as  the  order  of  Knights  Templar. 
He  is  genial,  kindly  and  gracious.  Episcopalian  in 
religion,  and  practical  in  precept. 


R.  T.  FRANKLIN  THORNTON,  physi- 
cian,  surgeon  and  druggist,  of  Sturgis,  is 
one  of  the  most  intelligent  and  enterprising 
business  men  of  St.  Joseph  County.  In 
his  profession  he  ranks  well,  his  skill  and  thorough 
knowledge  of  surgery  placing  him  in  a  high  position 
among  his  medical  brethren.  He  was  born  in 
Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  Aug.  21,  1850.  His  parents,  the 
late  John  W.and  Margaret  (Braithwaite)  Thornton, 
were  born  in  Lancaster,  England,  and  spent  the 
earlier  part  of  their  lives  in  their  native  country. 
In  1846  they  emigrated  to  the  United  States  and 
settled  in  Buffalo,  where  they  remained  for  several 
years.  They  had  a  family  of  eight  children,  five 
of  whom  are  now  living,  namely:  Our  subject; 
John  W.,  of  Hastings,  Neb.;  James  B.,  of  Sturgis; 
Alice  T.,  wife  of  Prof.  J.  R.  Knight,  of  Sturgis,  and 
Fanny,  wife  of  Samuel  Johnson,  of  Morris,  III. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  moved  with  his  parents 
to  Grundy  County,  III,  when  about  eight  years  of 
age,  and  there,  in  the  town  of  Morris,  received  a 


good  education,  first  in  its  public  schools  and  then 
in    its    classical    institute.       PTe    was    subsequently 
graduated  from  the  Normal  University  of  Bloom- 
ington.  111.,  which  was  then  in  charge  of  the  noted 
educator.  Prof.  Richard  Edwards,  the  present  State 
Superintendent  of    Schools    in    Illinois.      In    1869 
our  subject  w^ent  to  Hamilton,  Province  of  Ontario, 
Canada,  and  read  medicine  with  Dr.  C.  F.  Bullen, 
Surgeon  of  the  Great  Western  Railway,  and  after- 
ward practiced   for  two  years  in  the  Hamilton  hos- 
pital.    Dr.  Thornton  then  took  a  course  of  study 
at  the  Medical  College  at  Detroit,  being  graduated 
from  there  March  5,  1873.     Our  subject  did   not 
wait  long  after  obtaining  his  diploma  before  establish- 
ing himself  in  business,  but  in  the  ensuing  month, 
April  9,  he  formed  a  partnership  with  Dr.  Nelson  I. 
Packard,  of  Sturgis.     After  the  dissolution  of  the 
partnership  Dr.  Thornton  opened  a  drug-store  in 
connection  with  his  profession,  which  he  has  since 
managed    successfully.       He    carries    a    large    and 
select  stock  of  valuable  goods,  including  a  full  line 
of  drugs,  medicines,  toilet  and  fancy  goods,  jewelry, 
watches,  silverw^are,  wallpapers,  paints,  oils  and  no- 
tions, all  of  which  he  sells  at  reasonable  prices.    Soon 
after  settling  in  Sturgis  the  Doctor   was  appointed 
United  States  Examining  Surgeon  for  this  place,  an 
office    which    he    held    for   seven    years,    when   he 
resigned,  to  accept  the  position  as  Special  Examiner 
of  the  Pension  Bureau,  which  place   he  filled   with 
acceptance  to  all  concerned  during  1882  and  a  part 
of  1883.     Our  subject  is,  and  has  for  several  years 
been  the  surgeon  of  the  Grand  Rapids  &  Indiana 
Railway.      Besides    attending    to    his    professional 
duties  and  the  care  of  his  store.  Dr.  Thornton  does 
a  good  deal  of  literary  work,  and  was  the  publisher 
of  the  Sturgis  Journal  from  1875  to  1883.    He  now 
publishes    the    Island    Park    Assembly,     or    the 
Western    Chautauqua^     which    is    conducted    with 
great  literary  ability,  and  the  Rural  Home,  a  paper 
which  is  devoted  to  the  interests  of  the  farm  and 
the  family.     Our  subject  is  a  prominent  member  of 
the  American  Medical  Association,  and  also  of  the 
St.  Joseph  Valley  Medical  Association. 

The  marriage  of  Dr.  Thornton  with  Miss  Lue, 
daughter  of  the  Hon.  William  Allman,  of  Sturgis, 
was  celebrated  on  Dec.  11,  1873.  Their  union 
has    been  blessed    by    the  birth  of    five    children, 
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namely:  Allie  L.,  Nellie  M.,  Bernice  M.,  T.  Frank- 
lin, Jr.,  and  William,  deceased.  Dr.  Thornton  and 
family  occupy  a  leading  social  position  in  their 
community,  and  though  not  an  office-seeker  our 
subject  lends  his  influence  toward  promoting  the 
welfare  of  his  town  and  county,  and  gives  substan- 
tial aid  for  all  beneficial  schemes  for  its  improve- 
ment. 


JOSEPH  B.  ZINK,  deceased,  was  for  several 
years  a  well-known  and  highly  respected 
resident  of  Stprgis,  with  whose  stock-raising 
fj  and  farming  interests  he  was  actively  identi- 
fied. He  was  a  man  of  an  energetic  and  enterprising 
disposition,  possessing  a  keen  vision  and  good 
business  tact,  and  in  his  various  undertakings  ever 
met  with  substantial  success. 

He  was  born  in  Indiana  County,  Pa.,  March  16, 
1816,  and  was  derived  from  a  notable  Puritan 
ancestry,  he  being  a  lineal  descendant  of  the  cele- 
brated Joseph  Zink,  who  was  once  Lord  Chancellor 
of  England,  and  was  afterward  a  passenger  on  the 
''Mayflower,"  landed  on  Plymouth  Rock  in  1620, 
and  became  one  of  the  founders  of  New  Eng- 
land, he  having  fled  to  the  wilds  of  this  then 
almost  unknown  country  for  conscience  sake. 
Our  subject's  father,  Jacob  Zink,  was  a  native 
of  Lancaster  County,  Pa.  He  was  reared  to  man- 
hood in  his  native  county,  and  married  Margaret 
Blackburn,  who  was  born  in  Pennsylvania.  They 
spent  the  early  years  of  their  married  life  in 
Pennsylvania,  and  in  1829  migrated  thence  to  Steu- 
benville,  Ohio,  our  subject,  then  a  lad  of  thirteen 
years,  driving  a  yoke  of  oxen  all  the  way.  Their 
stay  in  Steubenville  was  short,  as  in  the  same  fall 
they  settled  in  Fredericktown,Knox  County,  where 
the  father  died  about  1849  or  1850.  The  mother 
died  in  1836. 

As  before  mentioned,  our  subject  passed  the  first 
thirteen  years  of  his  life  in  his  native  State,  and  his 
youth  was  spent  in  ?Ohio.  He  grew  to  a  vigorous 
manhood,  possessing  a  fine  physique,  an  iron  consti- 
tution and  a  strong  will ;  and  thus  well  equipped 
for  life's  battles,  he  entered  the  arena  early,  and 
sustained  his  part  honorably  until  death  closed  his 


earthly  career.  While  residing  in  Knox  County, 
Ohio,  Mr.  Zink  engaged  in  freighting  for  several 
years,  and  he  was  one  of  the  first  to  cross  the 
mountains  to  Philadelphia.  Baltimore  and  other 
Eastern  points  with  a  six-horse  team,  and  he  also 
made  many  trips  to  places  on  Lake  Erie.  He 
finally  turned  his  attention  to  farming,  and  buying 
eighty  acres  of  timbered  land  in  Middle  bury 
Township,  Knox  Co,  Ohio,  began  the  hard  task 
of  carving  out  a  home  from  the  wilderness.  In  the 
few  years  that  followed,  by  incessant  labor  and 
through  the  force  of  an  indomitable  will,  he  cleared 
200  acres  from  the  primeval  forests.  In  the 
year  1856  he  began  to  engage  in  the  stock  busi- 
ness very  extensively,  shipping  horses  to  the  East. 
The  following  spring  he  began  to  deal  in  sheep,  cat- 
tle and  hogs,  with  a  partner,  but  after  the  financial 
crash  of  1857  he  conducted  the  business  alone 
until  1861,  when  he  formed  a  partnership  with 
Philip  E.  Frederick,  now  manager  of  the  stock- 
yards of  St.  Louis,  and  during  the  late  war  they 
furnished  5,000  horses  to  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment. In  1862  our  subject  removed'  to  Coles 
County,  III.,  and  there  purchased  280  acres 
of  land,  which  he  sold  at  a  good  advance  a 
year  and  a  half  later,  and  then  returned  to 
Ohio.  In  the  spring  of  1867  he  removed  to  Kan- 
kakee, 111.,  and  from  there  came  to  Sturgis  in 
October  of  the  same  year,  settling  on  what  is  now 
known  as  the  Fisk  farm.  In  1872  our  subject 
Aisited  Nodaway  County,  Mo.,  and  coming  back  to 
Michigan  in  the  following  year,  took  up  his  abode 
in  Branch  County.  Early  in  1875  he  returned  to 
this  county,  where  he  resided  until  Februar}^  1879, 
when  he  went  to  Columbia  County,  Wis.,  and  there 
made  his  home  until  hi^  death,  Jan.  6,  1886, 
from  cancer  of  the  stomach,  and  thus  a  busy  and 
eventful  life  was  rounded  out  and  finished.  During 
its  course  he  had  displayed  those  sterling  traits  of 
character  that  made  him  exemplary  as  a  citizen, 
honorable  as  a  man,  kind  as  a  neighbor,  and  as  a 
husband  and  father,  tenderly  devoted  to  the  inter- 
ests of  his  family,  and  to  his  beloved  wife,  son  and 
grandchildren  he  left  the  priceless  legacy  of  a  good 
name.  Mr.  Zink  was  brought  up  in  the  Quaker 
faith,  but  never  identified  himself  with  an}^  church. 
Socially,  he  was  a  member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F. 
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Our  subject  undoubtedly  owed  much  of  his  suc- 
cess in  life  to  bis  noble  wife,  who,  during  the 
period  of  nearly  forty-six  years  that  they  traveled 
life's  path  together,  faithfully  afforded  him  all  the 
assistance  in  her  power.  Their  marriage  was 
solemnized  Nov.  10,  1840.  Mrs.  Zink's  maiden 
name  was  Anna  M.  Parker,  and  she  was  born 
March  9,  1820,  in  Baltimore  County,  nine  miles 
south  of  Baltimore,  Md.,  her  parents  having  been 
Robert  and  Elizabeth  (Shultz)  Parker.  Of  her 
marriage  with  our  subject  one  son,  Jacob  Black- 
burn, was  born  Sept.  10,  1841.  She  is  now 
spending  her  declining  years  with  him  at  his  pleas- 
ant home  in  Sturgis,  surrounded  by  every  comfort 
that  filial  devotion  can  devise. 

Jacob  Zink  assisted  his  father  in  his  stock  busi- 
ness for  many  years,  and  did  much  hard  farm  work. 
He  has  been  twice  married.  His  first  marriage, 
which  took  place  Sept.  10,  1861,  was  to  Miss 
Mary  E.  Strubel,  a  daughter  of  Henry  and  Harriet 
Strubel  She  was  born  in  New  York,  and  died 
May  16,  1870,  leaving  two  sons,  William  B.  and 
Frank  D.  The  former  is  engineer  on  the  Wiscon- 
sin Central  Railway  and  the  latter  is  fireman  on  the 
same.  Mr.  Zink's  second  marriage,  July  31,  1871, 
was  to  Miss  Sarah  A.  Allgire,  a  daughter  of  John 
F.  and  Nancy  (Thuma)  Allgire.  Mrs.  Zink  was 
born  in  Richland  County,  Ohio,  Sept.  5,  1847. 
Of  this  union  five  children  were  born,  namely: 
George  P.,  John  M.,  Thomas  S.,  Charlie  R.  and 
Mary  E.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Zink  are  among  the  most 
respected  citizens  of  Sturgis.  Mr.  Zink  is  a  man  of 
sterling  character,  inheriting  much  of  his  father's 
strong  sense  and  capacity,  and  in  him  his  present 
employers.  Chapman  Bros.,  of  Chicago,  publishers 
of  this  work,  find  one  of  their  most  able  and  faith- 
ful employes. 


R.  ISAAC  D.  HOWARD.  In  the  person 
I  jj  of  this  gentleman  we  find  that  of  a  man  of 
(jr^^  more  than  ordinary  intelligence  and  men- 
^^  tal  capacities,  a  man  of  thorough  educa- 
tion and  much  culture,  a  student  and  well  informed. 
He  began  life  on  the  soil  of  the  Old  Dominion, 
near  the  town  of  Bath,  in  Morgan  County,  Va.,  in 
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1839,  and  was  taken  thence  when  a  child  by  his 
parents  to  Trumbull  County,  Ohio,  they  settling 
on  a  farm  in  Ellsworth  Township.  There  young 
Howard  remained  until  a  youth  of  sixteen  years,  in 
the  meantime  pursuing  his  early  studies  in  the 
common  schools.  He  now  entered  Cottage  Hill 
Academy,  about  two  miles  from  his  home,  and  later 
we  find  him  a  student  in  the  Western  Reserve  Col- 
lege, where  he  completed  the  literary  and  classical 
course. 

At  an  early  period  in  his  life  our  subject  had 
determined  upon  following  the  profession  of  medi- 
cine, and  after  leaving  college  entered  the  office  of 
Dr.  D.  B.  Wood,  of  AVarren,  Ohio,  under  whose 
instruction  he  remained  until  twenty  years  of  age, 
making  good  progress  and  giving  his  close  atten- 
tion to  the  best  medical  works  of  the  day.  Late  in 
1848  he  repaired  to  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  entering  the 
medical  college  there,  which  he  left  in  the  spring, 
returning  to  Warren.  In  the  fall  of  that  year,  how- 
ever, he  went  back  to  the  Quaker  City,  and  pursued 
his  studies  in  the  same  college  until  March,  1849, 
when  he  was  graduated  with  honors. 

Dr.  Howard  returning  now  again  to  Warren, 
gave  still  further  attention  to  his  medical  studies, 
being  associated  for  a  short  time  with  Dr.  Wood, 
but  finally  returning  to  Pennsylvania,  began  the 
regular  practice  of  his  profession  in  the  city  of 
Pittsburgh.  He  was  located  in  the  Seventh  Ward, 
and  remained  there  until  the  fall  of  1851.  Then 
returning  to  the  West,  he  took  up  his  abode  in 
Portage  City,  Wis.,  where  he  was  continuously 
engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession  for  about 
three  years.  The  spring  of  1856  found  him  a 
resident  of  Parkvllle,  this  county,  where  he  prac- 
ticed six  or  seven  years,  then  transferred  the  scene 
of  his  operations  to  Flower  field  Village,  of  which  he 
has  since  been  a  resident. 

Dr.  Howard  met  his  fate  in  Portage  City,  Wis.,  in 
the  person  of  Miss  Harriet  Childs.  She  was  born 
in  Danville,  Pa.,  June  13,  1830,  and  is  the  daugh- 
ter of  Andrew  and  Margrett  (Arnwine)  Childs, 
who  were  also  natives  of  the  Keystone  State.  The 
mother  is  living  in  Danville,  Pa. ;  the  father  died  in 
May,  1864.  The  Doctor  and  his  wife  began  their 
wedded  life  together  in  Portage  City,  Wis.,  and  in 
due  time  became  the  parents  of  five  children,  one 
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of  whom  died  when  two  years  and  five  months  old. 
Ella  M.  is  engaged  in  the  ministry  of  the  Protestant 
Methodist  Church,  and  located  at  Lansing;  John 
is  engaged  as  clerk  and  book-keeper  in  a  lumber 
establishment  at  Prescott  in  the  northern  part  of 
the  State ;  he  has  chosen  the  medical  profession  for 
his  calling,  and  is  at  the  same  time  prosecuting 
his  studies;  Lola,  an  estimable  and  accomplished 
young  lady,  remains  with  her  jjarents  at  home; 
Childs  Howard,  youngest  chikl  of  our  subject,  was 
born  May  28,  1876,  and  he  is  yet  attending  school. 
The  parents  of  our  subject  were  William  and 
IMary  (liose)  Howard,  the  former  a  native  of  York- 
shire, England,  and  the  latter  born  near  Bath, 
A"a.,  and  both  spent  their  last  years  in  Ohio, 
the  mother  dying  at  the  age  of  sixty-five  and  the 
father  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninet3^-five.  William 
Howard  emigrated  to  the  United  States  at  an  early 
period  in  his  life,  and  did  good  service  as  Second 
Lieutenant  in  the  War  of  1812.  The  maternal 
grandfather  of  our  subject  did  good  service  in  the 
Revolutionary  War,and  spent  his  last  years  in  Ohio. 
Dr.  Howard  has  been  identified  with  the  Repub- 
lican party  since  its  organization  in  1856,  and  both 
he  and  his  excellent  wife  are  members  in  good 
standing  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  As 
a  practitioner,  our  subject  is  faithful  and  conscien- 
tious in  the  discharge  of  his  duties;  as  a  business 
man,  prompt  to  meet  his  obligations,  and  as  a 
citizen,  he  possesses  those  qualities  most  useful  and 
valuable  in  an  intelligent  community. 


nILO  INGRAHAM,  a  pioneer  of  1833,  made 
his  advent  into  Michigan  Territory  when  a 
youth  of  fifteen  years,  having  been  born 
April  29,  1818,  in  Vermont.  His  early 
home  was  on  the  shore  of  the  beautiful  Lake  Cham- 
plain,  but  before  he  was  able  to  appreciate  the  world- 
renowned  scenery  of  that  region,  circumstances  in- 
duced his  parents  to  change  their  residence  from 
the  Green  Mountain  State  to  Ohio.  They  settled 
in  the  town  of  Madison,  Lake  County,  where  they 
lived  until  coming  to  Michigan  in  the  spring  of  the 
year  above  mentioned.  Here  they  settled  in  Kala- 
mazoo County,  where  the  father  improved  a  farm, 
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and  where  the  education  of  our  subject  was  com- 
pleted in  the  common  school.  Upon  approaching 
manhood  he  began  an  apprenticeship  at  the  cooper 
trade,  which  he  followed  afterward  in  Elowerfield. 
In  the  spring  of  1844  he,  in  company  with  his 
brother  Alvin,  purchased  the  cradle  manufactory 
of  Ami  Palmer,  which  they  conducted  successfully 
three  years  together,  when  Milo  purchased  the  in- 
terest of  his  brother  in  the  business,  and  has  since 
carried  it  on  himself.  This  has  proved  a  very 
profitable  enterprise,  he  some  years  turning  out  as 
high  as  600  cradles,  which  he  shipped  to  different 
States,  and  which  have  attained  a  wide  reputation 
throughout  the  West. 

Mr.  Ingraham  has  been  a  resident  of  Elowerfield 
Township  for  a  period  of  over  forty  years.  Here 
he  was  first  married,  Aug.  4,  1844,  to  Miss  Jane 
Leonard,  who  became  the  mother  of  four  children, 
and  died  at  the  present  homestead  Sept.  14.  1863. 
Mr.  I.  was  married  a  second  time,  Nov.  2,  J  867,  to 
Mrs.  Ann  (Hair)  Briggs.  This  lady  was  born  in 
Lincolnshire,  England,  May  26,  1830,  whence  she 
came  to  the  United  States  in  1852.  She  was  first 
married  to  John  E.  Briggs,  who  served  as  a  Union 
soldier  in  the  late  Civil  War.  and  died  of  fever  at 
Fairfax  Court  House  at  the  age  of  thirty-seven 
years.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Briggs  were  the  parents  of  the 
following  children  :  Flannahis  the  wife  of  John  Beam, 
and  lives  in  Howardsville,  Mich.;  Sarah  Elizabeth, 
Mrs.  Frank  Roach,  is  a  resident  of  Elowerfield, 
Mich.;  Edward  W.  is  married,  and  engaged  in  the 
Upton  machine  works  at  Port  Huron,  Mich. 

Our  subject's  children  by  his  first  marriage  were: 
Mary,  who  became  the  wife  of  Harrison  Surdam, 
and  they  are  living  in  Western  Oregon;  Isabelle, 
Mrs.  Robert  Pashby,  is  a  resident  of  Iowa  City, 
Cal. ;  Irene  is  the  wife  of  John  E.  Jones,  and  they 
live  in  Iceland,  Ore.;  Celia  married  ]\Ir.  Mark 
Stoughton,  and  they  are  residents  of  Waverly  Town- 
ship, Van  Buren  County,  this  State,  liVing  on  a 
farm.  To  our  subject  and  his  present  wife  there 
has  been  born  one  child  only,  a  son,  John  M.,  F|b. 
1,  1870.  He  is  a  bright  and  promising  young  man, 
and  has  obtained  a  practical  education  in  the  schools 
of  Elowerfield. 

Daniel  and  Betsey  (Day)  Ingraham,  the  parents 
of  our  subject,  were  natives  of  Vermont,  and  spent 
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the  last  years  of  their  lives  with  their  son  Milo,  in 
Flowertield,  w.ho  provided  for  their  needs  with 
filial  care  until  the}^  no  more  required  his  affection- 
ate services.  Daniel  Ingraham  dei)arted  this  life  in 
1845,  and  the  faithful  mother  Oct.  8,  1867.  The}^ 
were  the  parents  of  nine  children,  six  sons  and  three 
daughters,,  of  whom  there  are  living  three  sons  and 
two  daughters.  Norman  and  Alvin  have  arrived 
at  the  advanced  ages  of  eighty-three  and  sixty- 
seven  years  respectively;  the  former  makes  his 
home  in  Three  Rivers,  and  the  latter  in  Flowerfield 
Village.  Marie,  Mrs.  John  Barto,  is  seventy-six 
years  old,  and  a  resident  of  Lansing;  Martha  Ann, 
the  wife  of  Joseph  Williams,  lives  in  Iowa.  The 
father  served  as  a  soldier  in  the  AVar  of  1812,  and 
one  brother  of  our  subject,  Lysander,  w^as  a  soldier 
in  the  late  war,  and  died  at  Three  Rivers  when 
sixty-one  years  old,  from  disease  contracted  while 
in  the  army. 
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J  ULIUS  M.  BARROWS,  a  prominent  and  pop- 
ular citizen  of  Sturgis,  is  one  of  the  leading 
architects,  contractors  and  builders  in  South- 
ern Michigan.  He  does  a  large  and  extensive 
business  not  only  here  but  in  other  States,  even  as 
far  west  as  Kansas,  he  having  been  the  superin- 
tendent of  building  of  the  Fifth  Avenue  Hotel  in 
Emporia,  that  State. 

Mr.  Barrows  is  a  worthy  descendant  of  good  New 
England  families,  and  is  himself  a  native  of  the 
famous  State  of  Connecticut,  the  city  of  Hartford 
being  his  birtiiplace,  and  Oct.  23,  1829,  the  date  of 
his  birth.  His  father  was  the  well-known  Dr.  Ashal 
Barrows,  a  native  of  Vermont,  born  Oct.  9,  1794, 
and  his  mother  was  Mrs.  Amelia  Lamphier,  a  native 
of  Rhode  Island.  To  them  were  born  six  children, 
of  whom  our  subject  was  the  fourth  in  order  of 
birth.  In  1 830  or  1 836  the  Doctor  moved  to  Cleve- 
land, Ohio,  and  practiced  medicine  there  until  1849, 
he  having  begun  its  practice  in  1825,  while  still  a 
resident  of  Vermont,  although  before  that  he  had 
been  a  Sergeant  in  the  War  of  1812.  He  was  quite 
young  then,  not  having  attained  his  majority.  In 
1849  he  removed    with   his   family   to  near  Grand 


Rapids,  this  State,  and  settled  on  a  farm  adjoining 
the  city,  where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  days. 
He  lived  a  retired  life  mostly,  practicing  only  a 
limited  portion  of  his  time. 

Mrs.  Lamphier  was  a  widow  with  one  child,  and 
the  father,  Ashal  Barrows,  was  a  widower  with  five 
children  at  their  marriage. 

The  childhood  of  our  subject  w\as  passed  mostly 
in  Cleveland,  and  in  the  city  schools  he  gained  the 
preliminaries  of  a  liberal  education.  At  the  age 
of  fourteen  he  left  home  to  attend  the  Nutting 
Academy  at  Romeo,  Mich.,  pursuing  a  thorough 
course  of  study  in  that  institution.  After  leaving 
school  he  learned  the  carpenter's  trade,  and  then  ac- 
quired a  good  knowledge  of  the  cabinet-maker's 
trade.  He  became  a  citizen  of  Grand  Rapids  in 
1849,  and  signed  the  petition  for  the  city  charter 
and  voted  on  its  adoption.  He  there  established 
himself  as  a  contractor  and  builder,  which  business 
he  has  carried  on  for  thirty  years  with  ever  increas- 
ing success,  and  by  his  enterprise  and  industry  he 
has  accumulated  some  property  and  is  classed 
among  the  well-to-do  citizens  of  St.  Joseph  County. 
He  came  to  Sturgis  in  1851,  and  has  made  his  home 
here  ever  since,  although  the  demands  of  his  busi- 
ness have  frequently  called  him  to  other  parts  of 
the  country.  He  has  been  the  architect  and  con- 
structor of  the  finest  residences  here,  and  he  built 
the  Methodist,  Baptist  and  Lutheran  Churches,  be- 
sides doing  most  of  the  work  on  the  Free  Church. 
He  built  the  residence  of  the  late  John  B.  How  in 
Lima,  Ind.,  which  is  the  finest  dwelling  in  that  part 
of  the  country,  and  he  also  erected  two  fine 
churches  in  Lima  and  also  the  Presbyterian  Church 
in  Lagrange,  Ind.,  a  handsome  structure,  besides 
being  the  architect  and  builder  of  some  fifteen 
churches  in  other  places  and  States.  He  has  erected 
a  handsome  residence  for  himself  and  family  in 
Sturgis,  which  is  a  fine  specimen  of  modern  archi- 
tecture ;  the  interior  decorations  are  especially  fine, 
and  we  may  mention  some  handsomely  execute<i 
hand  carving  in  his  parlor  and  a  series  of  carvings 
on  the  folding  doors  as  deserving  special  notice. 
Our  subject  is  regarded  as  an  architect  of  superior 
attainments,  and  he  is  commended  for  his  good, 
substantial  and  durable  work  as  a  builder. 

Mr.  Barrows  was  married,  Sept.  2,  1849,  to  Mi 
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Eliza,  daughter  of  Elijah  and  Mary  Hammond. 
She  was  born  near  London,  England,  March  7, 
1830.  Their  union  has  been  productive  of  four 
children,  three  of  whom  are  living.  The  eldest, 
Mary,  died  at  the  age  of  eighteen  months;  Anna 
M.,  Frank  R.  and  Charles  Y.  Anna,  a  teacher  in 
the  public  schools  of  Sturgis,  lives  at  home  with 
her  parents;  she  married  AlvaT.  Cathcart,  and  has 
one  child.  Jay  M.  Frank,  a  photographer  of  Ft. 
Wayne,  Ind.,  married  Abbie  Hanson,  and  they  have 
two  children,  LuJu  G.  and  Raymond;  Charles  is 
also  a  photographer  at  Ft.  Wayne. 

Mr.  Barrows  is  noted  for  his  liberality  and  public 
spirit,  and  any  movement  set  on  foot  for  the  im- 
provement or  advancement  of  the  town  is  sure  to 
receive  his  hearty  support  and  encouragement.  He 
has  long  borne  a  conspicuous  part  in  the  administra- 
tion of  public  affairs,  has  been  City  Councilman 
for  many  years,  and  was  Chief  of  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment for  two  years,  and  is  still  popular  with  its 
members.  He  belongs  to  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  he 
and  his  family  are  people  of  social  prominence  in 
this  community.  Although  not  a  church  member 
he  contributes  generously  toward  the  support  of 
the  Gospel  and  of  benevolent  institutions.  In  his 
political  sentiments  he  is  a  firm  believer  in  the  pol- 
icy of  the  Republican  party,  and  supports  it  at  the 
polls. 
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W  EVANT  E.  WHITE,  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
I  (©  real-estate  and  collection  agent,  is  one  of 
jILAy.  ^ji^  leading  citizens  of  Sturgis,  and  he  has 
been  prominently  identified  with  the  various  move- 
ments to  advance  its  interest  for  several  years.  He 
is  a  native  of  the  State  of  New  York,  his  birth 
taking  place  in  Genesee  County,  Sept.  26,  1833. 
His  parents,  Ezekiel  and  Clarissa  J.  (Strong)  White, 
were  natives  of  the  same  county,  and  were  there 
reared  and  married.  Three  children  were  born  of 
their  union,  namely:  John,  a  citizen  of  Ottawa, 
Kan.;  Jay,  a  resident  of  Lincoln,  Neb.,  and  our 
subject. 

The  latter  received  his  education  in  Albion 
College,  Mich.,  which  well  fitted  him  for  the  busi- 
ness career  which  he  afterward  pursued.  In  the 
fall  of  1853,  after  leaving  college,   he  accepted  a 


position  as  clerk  in  a  store  in  Hillsdale  County, 
and  acted  in  that  capacity  for  four  years,  thus  gain- 
ing a  good,  practical  knowledge  of  business  in  all 
of  its  details.  In  1859  he  came  to  Sturgis  and  en- 
gaged in  general  merchandising  business  on  his 
own  account,  being  engaged  in  that  very  prosper- 
ously for  tw^enty  years.  He  became  prominently 
identified  with  civic  affairs  in  St.  Joseph  County, 
and  was  elected  County  Clerk  in  1879.  He  served 
two  terms,  or  four  years,  with  distinction,  and  then 
returned  to  Sturgis,  where  he  has  since  lived,  and 
here  he  has  also  taken  a  conspicuous  part  in  the 
administration  of  public  affairs,  his  fellow-citizens 
having  a  just  appreciation  of  his  ability  and  worth. 
He  was  Supervisor  of  the  township  for  three  terms, 
and  held  the  office  of  Township  Clerk  for  four  years, 
and  President  of  the  Village  Board  for  six  terms. 
He  was  elected  to  the  oflfice  of  Justice  of  the  Peace 
in  1885,  and  is  also  one  of  the  County  Superintend- 
ents of  the  Poor.  He  is  one  of  the  financiers  of 
the  town,  is  a  Director  in  the  First  National  Bank 
of  Sturgis,  and  holds  a  considerable  amount  of  the 
stock  in  that  institution.  Mr.  White  is  largely  en- 
gaged in  a  general  collecting  business,  and  sells 
and  transfers  property,  etc.  In  the  perusal  of  this 
short  sketch  it  will  be  seen  that  our  subject  leads  a 
busy  and  varied  life.  His  duties  are  numerous, 
and  he  discharges  them  all,  w^iether  of  a  public  or 
private  nature,  with  the  same  conscientious  fidelity, 
and  thus  his  fellow-citizens  have  learned  to  confide 
in  him  as  an  honorable  man,  above  reproach.  He 
is  liberal  in  his  donations  for  charitable  or  religious 
objects,  although  not  connected  with  any  church. 
He  is  a  valued  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity, 
both  of  the  Chapter  and  Encampment. 

Mr.  White  has  been  twice  married.  He  was  first 
wedded  to  Miss  Louisa  Buck,  in  December.  1864. 
She  was  a  daughter  of  the  late  Philip  PI.  Buck,  a 
well-known  pioneer  of  St.  Joseph  County,  and  our 
subject  owms  the  old  homestead  where  he  settled  in 
the  early  days  of  the  settlement  of  this  county. 
Mrs.  White  was  a  lady  of  high  character,  who  pos- 
sessed many  amiable  qualities  that  endeared  her  to 
a  large  circle  of  friends,  w^ho  mourned  with  the 
bereaved  family  over  her  untimely  death,  Aug.  19, 
1871.  By  that  union  two  children  were  born, 
Mary  L.  and  Lee  W.     The  former  is  a  pupil  in  the 
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Normal  School  at  Ypsilanti,  and  the  latter  is  at- 
tending school  here.  Mr.  AYhite  was  married  to 
his  present  wife  Sept.  26,  1876.  She  presides  over 
their  attractive  home,  in  one  of  the  finest  residences 
in  the  town,  with  the  graciousness  and  courtesy  of 
the  model  hostess,  and  looks  well  after  the  comforts 
of  her  household.  Mrs.  White  is  a  native  of  Sturgis, 
and  her  maiden  name  was  Fannie  Hill. 


'>^ll  BRAM  H.  VOORHEES.  Among  the  lead- 
3S/lJj!  ing  men  of  Mendon  Township  and  St.  Jo- 
seph County  entire,  there  are  none  held  in 
higher  respect  than  the  gentleman  whose 
name  stands  at  the  head  of  this  article.  His  is  a 
peculiar  character,  strong  in  its  convictions  of 
right,  a  Christian  although  not  a  member  of  any 
church,  but  a  man  seeking  to  do  good  as  he  has  op- 
portunity, irrespective  of  creed  or  prejudice.  He 
is  noted  for  his  liberality  to  the  poor  and  his  con- 
tributions to  educational  enterprises.  Providence 
has  blessed  him  in  his  labors  through  the  vicissitudes 
of  a  long  and  useful  life,  and  he  has  his  reward 
even  here  in  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  all  who 
know  him. 

A  native  of  the  town  of  Lysander,  Onondaga 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  our  subject  was  born  March  23,  1824, 
and  is  the  son  of  William  and  Alche  (Van  Doren) 
Yoorhees.  His  father  was  born  near  Monmouth, 
N.  J.,  and  the  mother  near  Trenton,  that  State. 
They  were  reared  and  married  in  New  Jersey.  Af- 
terward, in  1822,  they  moved  to  Onondaga  County, 
N.  Y.,  where  William  Yoorhees  engaged  in  farm- 
ing, but  was  cut  dow^n  in  the  prime  of  life,  dying 
about  1 830,  when  his  son,  our  subject,  was  a  little 
lad  six  years  of  age. 

Soon  after  the  death  of  his  father  Abram  H. 
Yoorhees  was  taken  into  the  home  of  his  maternal 
grandfather,  William  Yan  Doren,  in  the  village  of 
Lysander,  where  he  was  kept  in  school  until  twelve 
years  old.  Then,  deciding  that  he  would  like  to 
become  a  farmer,  he  went  to  live  with  a  man  by 
the  name  of  David  Relyea,  about  five  miles    from 


the  village.  This  farmer  was  a  good  man,  and  mas- 
ter of  his  calling,  and  the  agreement  was  that  he 
was  to  give  the  boy  his  board  and  clothes  and  three 
months'  schooling  each  year,  providing  he  remained 
withdiim  until  twenty-one  years  old.  At  the  ex- 
piration of  this  time  he  was  to  present  him  with  an 
extra  suit  of  clothes  and  $100  in  money.  Young 
Yoorhees  staid  with  Mr.  Relyea  three  years,  and 
then  his  mother  was  married  to  a  Mr.  Jacob  Spring- 
stead.  The  latter  offered  the  youth  his  board  and 
clothes  and  llOO  when  eighteen  years  of  age,  if  he 
would  come  and  live  with  him.  This  offer  he  ac- 
cepted. 

In  the  spring  of  1840   the  family  all  came   to 
Michigan,  and  sojourned  in  Washtenaw  County  one 
year.     Then  coming  to  St.    Joseph   County,  they 
settled  on  a  tract  of    land  three  miles  north  of    the 
present  site  of  Mendon  Yillage.     In  the  spring  of 
1842  the  three  years  had  expired.     The  stepfather 
of  young  Yoorhees  met  his  obligations  by  giving 
him  one  pair  of  oxen  w^orth  |50,  one  pair  of  three- 
year-old   steers  worth  |35,  three   yearling   heifers 
worth  $15,  and  in  addition  made  him  a  present  of 
a  two-year-old  heifer  besides.     He  was  now  his  own 
''boss,"  and  ready  to  start  out  with  what  seemed  to 
him  a  very  fine  capital.     He  commenced  operations 
on  his  own  hook  by  building  a  goo'^  log  s^-ble  and 
sheds  for  his  cattle  on  a  tract  of -land  which  he  had 
rented  of   his  stepfather.       The   next  spring,  after 
planting  ten  acres  of  corn,  on  the  farm   of  Moses 
Taft,  our  hero  found  work  by  the  day.which  supplied 
him  with  the  necessary  capital  for  future  operations, 
his  oxen  by  their  labor  contributing  to  the  general 
income.     He  thus  paid  for  his  board,  and   for  the 
use  of  a  horse  to  cultivate  his  corn.     During  that 
summer  he  put  up  in  stack  nearly  twenty  tons    of 
marsh    hay    for    himself.      During   the    winter    he 
bought  a   lot  of  whitewood  trees,  cut  them   in   saw 
logs,   and  got  them  to  the  mill.     In  the  spring   of 
1843  he  put  in  a  crop  of  oats  and   corn,   sold   his 
steers,  and  with  the  proceeds  purchased  a  few  sheep. 
The  summer  following  he  added   to  his  live  stock 
by  the  purchase  of  a  number  of   young  cattle,  and 
in  the  fall  his  mother  gave  him  $300  in  cash  as  his 
share  of  hers  and  his  father's  estate.     Soon  after- 
ward he  purchased  seventy  acres  of  land  adjoining 
the  prairie  on  section  26,  Mendon  Township,  for  the 
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consideration  of  $600,  paying  $300  down  and  giv- 
ing his  note  for  the  balance. 

Mr.  Voorhees  was  united  in  marringe  with  Miss 
Sophia  Taft,  Feb.  27,  1844,  at  her  home  in  Mendon 
Township.  By  the  request  of  the  parents  of  the 
bride  the  young  people  took  up  their  abode  with 
them  for  a  couple  of  years. 

In  January,  184.5,  Mr.  Voorhees  purchased  120 
acres  of  land  on  section  12,  and  in  December,  1846, 
he  moved  with  his  little  family  into  the  house  he 
had  built  on  the  land  he  first  purchased.  In  April, 
1847,  he  added  to  his  real  estate,  securing  eighty 
acres  on  section  1 1 ,  for  which  he  paid  $800.  In 
1849  he  purchased  another  eighty  acres  on  section 
1 1,  paying  therefor  $600.  That  same  year  he  was 
obliged  to  accept  forty  acres  of  land  in  Kalamazoo 
County  to  square  a  debt,  giving  in  addition  to  the 
amount  of  the  sum  due  him  $400.  It  will  thus  be 
seen  that  he  was  uniformly  prosperous  from  the 
outset,  while  his  industry  and  energy  made  him  the 
object  of  general  interest  and  admiration  in  all 
that  section  of  country. 

Mr.  Voorhees  now  conceived  the  idea  that  he 
would  like  to  visit  the  Pacific  Slope,  and  accordingly 
sold  a  portion  of  his  land  and  all  of  his  stock.  He 
set  out  on  the  long  journey  early  in  the  spring  of 
1851,  making  his  way  first  by  way  of  New  York 
City  to  Chagres,  and  then  across  the  Isthmus  of 
Panama,  in  the  meantime  spending  seven  days  in 
Panama  City,  where  he  met  with  many  curious 
people,  and  gained  a  good  idea  of  life  in  that  por- 
tion of  the  world.  After  a  voyage  of  twenty-five 
da3's  on  the  steamer  '^  Republic  "  he  arrived  in  San 
Francisco,  and  went  from  there  to  the  mines  by  way 
of  Sacramento.  Afterward  he  was  engaged  in  a 
search  for  the  yellow  ore  until  April,  1852.  This 
enterprise  was  attended  with  fair  success,  and  he 
now  returned  home  by  the  Nicaragua  route. 

vSoon  after  his  return  the  mother  of  Mr.  Voor- 
hees was  taken  with  fatal  illness,  and  died  in  Sep- 
tember, 1852.  His  stepfather  then  insisted  upon  his 
purchasing  the  homestead,  which  he  did,  paying 
therefor  $1,200.  In  the  spring  of  1854  Mr. 
Voorhees  sold  the  seventy  acres  he  had  first  pur- 
chased, and  soon  afterward  became  owner  of  the 
farm  upon  which  he  now  lives,  besides  forty  acres 
one-half  mile  north  of   the  village,   for  which  he 
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paid  the  snug  sum  of  $2,300.  In  1859  he  pur- 
chased eighty  acres  in  Brady  Township,  Kalamazoo 
County,  for  which  he  paid  $400.  In  1860  he 
bought  sixty  acres  on  section  2  in  Mendon  Town- 
ship, paying  $600.  In  1868,  in  company  with  A. 
W.  Maring.  he  secured  a  one- third  interest  in  the 
Gilbert  Laird  estate,  for  which  they  paid  $6,000. 
In  1874  he  added  to  his  possessions  by  the  pur- 
chase of  Mr.  Maring's  interest  in  said  estate,  and 
in  the  division  of  the  land  acquired  160  acres  ad- 
ditional on  section  24. 

Mr.  Voorhees'  public  career  began  when  he  was  a 
young  man.  As  early  as  1854  he  was  elected 
Treasurer  of  Mendon  Township,  and  the  year  fol- 
lowing was  elected  Supervisor,  holding  this  office 
until  the  spring  of  1857.  The  year  following  he 
failed  to  secure  the  nomination,  being  defeated  by 
the  whisky  element.  It  is  proper  to  mention  in 
passing  that  Mr.  Voorhees  is  a  confirmed  temper- 
ance man,  and  has  always  given  his  encouragement 
to  the  Prohibition  sentiment.  In  the  spring  of 
1859  the  anti-whisky  people  rallied  to  the  fray  and 
placed  their  favorite  in  his  old  position.  In  1860 
the  whisky  element  came  uppermost  again,  but  in 
1861  our  subject  weighed  down  the  scales  by  a 
larger  majority  than  ever  before,  and  retained  peace- 
able possession  of  the  office  a  period  of  three  years. 
In  the  meantime  he  was  appointed  United  States 
Marshal  of  his  district,  also  enrolling  officer  of  the 
township.  The  Civil  War  being  in  progress  it  be- 
came one  of  the  duties  of  Mr.  Voorhees  to  enroll 
all  the  men  subject  to  a  draft,  notify  them  of  their 
fate,  and  arrest  and  return  deserters.  In  the  various 
discharge  of  these  delicate  and  important  duties  he 
ever  preserved  that  dignity  and  discretion  which 
made  him  perhaps  as  few  enemies  as  any  man  who 
ever  occupied  these  posts. 

In  the  spring  of  1864  Mr.  Voorhees  with  several 
of  his  neighbors  and  acquaintances  set  out  once 
more  for  the  farther  West.  Ui)on  reaching  Ft. 
Laramie,  there  was  made  up  a  train  of  124  wagons, 
manned  by  418  men  under  command  of  Capt. 
Hulbert,  of  Illinois,  who  appointed  Mr.  Voorhees  as 
his  Marshal.  The  latter  was  thereafter  in  effect 
Captain,  being  invested  with  full  authority,  with 
power  to  direct  the  movements  of  the  train  by  ad- 
vice of  his  superior.     They  left  the  California  trail 
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near  Ft,  Laramie  and  directed  their  course  to  the 
north  of  the  Big  Horn  and  Bear  River  Mountains. 
Soon  after  crossing-  the  Big  Horn  River  Mr.  Voor- 
hees  was  chosen  Captain  of  the  train,  of  which  he 
had  the  entire  command  until  their  arrival  in  Vir- 
ginia City,  Mont.,  when  the  train  w^as  disbanded. 
Mr.  Voorhees  sojourned  in  this  region  only  a  few 
days,  and  then  returned  to  his  old  haunts  in  Michi- 
gan, quite  well  satisfied  to  remain  thereafter  within 
the  bounds  of  civilization. 

Our  subject  now  took  up  the  mantle  of  a  citizen 
whose  public  services  had  been  such  that  the  people 
were  not  willing  he  should  remain  absorbed  in  the 
concerns  of  private  life.  In  the  spring  of  1866 
he  w^as  again  called  to  the  front,  being  elected 
Justice  of  the  Peace  for  a  term  of  four  years.  In 
1867  there  w^as  conferred  upon  him  the  oflice  of 
Highway  Commissioner  for  a  term  of  two  years. 
At  its  expiration  he  was  re-elected  for  three  years. 
We  must  not  omit  to  state  that  in  the  year  1860 
he  was  elected  Deputy  Sheriff  of  St.  Joseph  County, 
in  w^hich  ofUce  he  served  a  number  of  years,  and  to 
which  he  proved  himself  admirably  adapted  by  his 
courage  and  coolness  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties. 

Upon  the  approach  of  the  National  Centennial, 
Mr.  Voorhees,  like  thousands  of  other  patriotic  citi- 
zens, aroused  himself  and  proceeded  wdth  his  fam- 
ily to  the  City  of  Brotherly  Love.  This  was  an 
epoch  in  his  life  from  which  he  takes  just  satisfac- 
tion. He  crowned  the  expedition  on  his  return 
with  a  visit  to  the  home  of  his  childhood,  which  he 
had  not  seen  for  a  period  of  nearly  thirty-seven 
years.  In  the  spring  of  1880  he  w^as  again  elected 
Justice  of  the  Peace  for  a  term  of  four  years,  re- 
elected in  1884  and  1888,  and  up  to  this  time  there 
has  not  even  been  an  appeal  from  his  decision  to 
the  Circuit  Court. 

A  man  sensibly  alive  to  the  beauties  of  Nature, 
the  smiling  fields  and  growing  crops,  Mr.  Voor- 
hees has  also  loved  the  other  things  connected  with 
farm  life,  especially  line  stock.  In  his  younger 
years  he  raised  and  owned  some  of  the  best  young- 
cattle  and  oxen  in  his  township,  and  later  exhibited 
some  of  the  finest  horses  to  be  found  in  St.  Joseph 
County.  Among  them  was  the  high-bred  stallion 
''Michigan  Hero,"  who  became  famous  in  this  region. 
Mr.  Voorhees  has  now  at  the  head  of  his  stables  a 
.^ . 


standard-bred  and  registered  young  stallion,  sired 
by  ''Epicure"  and  he  by  "Princeps,"  one  of  the  most 
noted  of  Kentudky  stock.  In  this  industry  Mr. 
V.  has  taken  great  pride,  and  has  been  instrumental 
in  raising  the  standard  of  fine  stock  both  of  horses 
and  cattle  in  this  county. 

At  the  commencement  of  his  voting  days  Mr. 
Voorhees  was  a  member  of  the  old  Whig  party, 
who  gave  him  his  first  office,  that  of  Constable, 
in  which  he  served  a  number  of  years.  He  identi- 
fied himself  with  the  Republicans  at  their  organiza- 
tion in  1856,  but  is  now  a  Grreenbacker,  with  strong 
Prohibition  sentiments.  This  sketch  would  by  no 
means  be  complete  without  further  mention  of  the 
excellent  lady  who  has  borne  his  name  now  for  a 
period  of  forty-five  years.  Mrs.  Sophia  (Taft) 
Voorhees  was  born  in  the  township  of  Ellicott, 
Chautauqua  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Feb.  4,  1825.  She  came 
to  this  county  with  her  parents  in  June,  1835,  and 
was  reared  to  womanhood  at  their  homestead  in 
Mendon  Tow^nship.  Of  her  union  with  our  sub- 
ject there  were  born  four  children,  the  eldest  of 
whom,  a  son,  Charles  Gi.,  is  now  operating  his  ow^n 
farm  in  Mendon  Township;  Maria  is  the  wife  of 
E.  A.  Fletcher,  and  they  live  on  their  owai  farm 
near  our  subject;  Alche  E.  died  in  infancy;  Ellen 
S.  is  the  wife  of  G.  W.  Hinkle,  a  well-to-do  farmer 
of  Mendon  Township,  and  they  are  pleasantly  situ- 
ated near  the  Voorhees  homestead,  the  latter  of 
which  will  be  her  property  when  her  parents  no 
longer  need  it. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Voorhees  are  people  of  intelligence 
and  good  information,  are  liberal  in  their  religious 
views,  and  though  the  supporter  of  church  organi- 
zations, have  never  been  identified  with  any  one  of 
these.  Mr.  V.  became  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity  in  1861,  and  is  now  a  member  of  Mendon 
Lodge  No.  187.  He  also  belongs  to  Centre ville 
Chapter  No.  11,  R.  A.  M. 

December  14, 1887,  marked  one  of  the  pleasant- 
est  days  in  the  life  of  our  subject,  when  he  was 
presented  by  the  members  of  the  G.  A.  R.  Post  of 
Mendon  with  a  heavy,  gold-headed,  ebony  cane,  as 
a  testimonial  of  respect  from  the  veterans  of  that 
body.  The,y  met  at  their  hall  in  the  afternoon  of 
that  day  and  organized  a  relief  corps,  and  in  the 
evenino-  sat  down  to  a  bountiful  repast.     Later  the 
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company  were  invited  to  attend  a  public  installa- 
tion of  oflicers,  tlie  meeting  being  called  to  order 
by  the  Commander  of  the  post,  George  Ford.  Mr. 
Voorhees  was  elected  to  preside  over  the  meeting, 
and  took  his  seat  by  the  side  of  the  Commander; 
the  Chaplain,  Rev.  A.  IT.  Wisner,  was  called  upon 
to  deliver  an  address.  In  opening  he  referred-  to 
the  trials  and  hardships  of  the  Union  soldiers  dur- 
ing the  Civil  War,  their  sacrifices  and  sufferings, 
and  later  referred  to  the  trouble  in  organizing  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic.  He  spoke  feelingly 
of  Abram  H.  Yoorhees  as  the  stanch  friend  of  the 
boys  in  blue  when  others  failed  them,  and  of  the 
deep  satisfaction  it  gave  him  to  bear  testimony  to 
his  services,  and  present  to  this  gentleman  a  slight 
token  of  the  regard  in  which  he  was  held  by  the 
members  of  F.  W.  Curtenius  Post.  He  then  turned, 
and  taking  in  his  hand  the  beautiful  cane,  pre- 
sented it  formally  to  Mr.  Yoorhees.  It  bore  the 
following  inscription  : 

A.  H.  Voorhees, 

from 

F.  W.  Curtenius  Post  No.  193, 

G.  A.  R. 

Dec.  14,  1887. 

Mr.  Yoorhees  returned  thanks  for  the  handsome 
gift  as  follows:  ''  Commander,  officers  and  members 
of  this  Grand  Army  Post,  as  well  as  the  ladies  who 
are  present  with  3^ou  to-night:  Let  me  say  that  most 
of  you  should  be  well  enough  acquainted  with  me 
by  this  time  to  know  that  I  have  not  words  to  ex- 
press sufficient  thanks  to  you  for  the  honor  that 
3'ou  have  conferred  upon  me  this  evening,  not  only 
by  making  me  presiding  officer  of  this  meeting,  but 
by  the  presentation  to  me  of  this  beautiful  cane, 
that  I  have  just  received  from  the  hands  of  your 
reverend  representative  of  this  evening.  Its  beauty 
of  design,  the  skilled  workmanship  thereon,  the  in- 
trinsic value  it  represents,  together  with  the  knowl- 
edge that  it  is  presented  to  me  by  members  of  the 
Grand  Army  Post,  make  it  of  more  value  to  me 
than  I  shall  ever  he  able  to  repay,  and  of  more 
worth  than  if  it  were  given  to  me  by  a  Prince  or  a 
King. 

"^  You  say  this  is  given  me  in  appreciation  of  favors 
from  me  to  you  as  soldiers.     Let  me  sa}^  that  what- 
ever favor  I  may  have  done   for  you  or  for  any 
^  


other  soldier,  was  nothing  more  than  what  I  con- 
sidered my  duty.  Not  only  that,  but  a  privilege 
and  a  pleasure.  Therefore,  I  think  it  is  you  who 
should  be  the  receiver  of  gifts  and  tokens  of  respect 
and  friendship  instead  of  me,  for  it  was  the  soldier, 
yes,  it  was  you,  and  not  me,  that  left  your  homes 
and  firesides,  your  families  and  friends,  and  went 
to  the  field  of  battle,  there  lighting  the  insolent  foe 
to  keep  the  union  of  our  United  States  from  being 
dissolved  or  severed  in  twain.  It  was  you,  and  not 
me,  who  marched  over  hill  and  plain,  through  mud 
and  mire,  through  rain  and  sleet,  and  exposed 
yourself  to  rebel  bullets  and  bayonets  to  keep 
our  Government  from  being  destroyed  by  rebel 
or  guerrilla  bands. 

''It  was  you  and  not  me  who  stood  and  fought  be- 
fore the  rebel  cannon  mouths,  and  might  have  re- 
ceived their  shot  and  shell  as  well  as  did  many  a  com- 
rade by  your  side,  whose  bodies  to-day  lie  buried  in 
unknown  graves  if  buried  at  all,  far  away  from  home 
and  friends.  It  was  the  soldier,  and  not  me,  who 
suffered  untold  agony,  not  only  from  ghastly  wounds 
received  upon  the  field  of  battle,  but  from  sickness 
and  disease,  torture  and  extreme  cruelty,  and  star- 
vation in  rebel  prison  pens,  until  death  came  to 
their  relief.  Many  a  brave  soldier  in  the  pride  of 
his  manhood  laid  down  his  life  that  the  life  of  our 
Constitution  and  Government  should  remain  as  our 
forefathers  had  willed  it.  Therefore  let  me  say,  that 
it  is  the  soldier  who  should  receive  tokens  and  em- 
blems, not  only  of  respect  and  friendship,  but  of 
gratitude;  but  I  accept  this  gift,  and  will  ever  re- 
gard it  as  a  memento  Of  friendship  from  the  Grand 
Army  boys  of  the  F.  W.  Curtenius  Post,  hoping 
that  it  will  prove  as  true  to  my  support  when  lean- 
ing upon  it  as  I  pass  along  the  pathway  of  old  age, 
as  you  were  true  to  our  Government  when  it  leaned 
upon  you  for  support,  when  its  life  was  assailed  by 
a  rebellious  foe,  and,  while  I  thank  you  over  ^nd 
over  again  for  this  mark  of  your  esteem,  may  I  not 
sincerely  hope  that  the  friendship  which  now  ex- 
ists may  ever  remain." 

Moses  Taft,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Yoorhees,  was 
born  in  Mendon,  Mass.,  July  8,  1792.  In  1816  he 
went  to  Jamestown,  N.  Y.,  and  afterward  married 
Miss  Esther  Staples,  a  native  of  Westmoreland, 
that  State,  and  who  was  born  Sept.  6,  1796.     For  a 
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number  of  years  he  was  occupied  in  rafting  lumber 
down  the  Ohio  River  to  Cincinnati.  In  1830  he 
went  via  the  Ohio  River  and  up  the  Mississippi  to 
the  Falls  of  St.  Anthony,  making  the  latter  part  of 
the  journey  in  an  Indian  canoe.  Upon  his  return 
he  passed  through  this  county,  and  was  so  well 
pleased  with  its  appearance  that  in  1834  he  came 
and  located  on  Nottawa  Prairie.  On  the  17th  of 
June,  1835,  he  was  joined  by  his  wife  and  five  chil- 
dren. There  they  took  up  their  abode,  and  their 
children,  June  17,  1885,  celebrated  the  fiftieth  anni- 
versary of  their  arrival.  This  was  made  the  occa- 
sion of  a  family  gathering,  and  an  address  was 
delivered  by  Mr.  A.  II.  Voorhees,  the  whole 
of  which  is  well  worthy  of  reproduction,  but 
from  which  we  can  only  extract  a  few  eloquent 
sentences.  In  speaking  of  their  settlement  here, 
he  remarked:  "This  home  was  commenced  upon 
the  unbroken  sod  of  the  beautiful  prairie  when 
nearly  all  of  its  surface  was  covered  with  native 
grass  and  wild  flowers.  It  has  now  been  made  more 
beautiful  by  improvement.  At  first  it  was  a  home 
of  toil,  care  and  many  privations,  but  it  was  dearly 
loved  by  the  parents,  for  here  their  children  grew 
to  maturity,  and  here  each  child  lived  after  mar- 
riage and  reared  a  portion  of  their  families.  In  this 
home  the  parents  lived  something  over  forty  years, 
only  leaving  it  when  they  were  conveyed  to  that 
home  of  eternal  rest  whence  no  one  ever  returns. 
How  will  it  be  fifty  years  from  to-day.^  AVill  this 
home  then  be  owned  and  held  by  the  legal  repre- 
sentatives of  those  parents.^  Will  there  be  a  cele- 
bration here  then  of  a  home  of  100  years,  a  centen- 
nial celebration  instead  of  a  semi-centennial?  You 
three,  as  well  as  a  number  of  others  that  are  here 
to-day,  will  never  know  but  some  of  your  children 
and  grandchildren  that  are  now  here  may  be  here 
on  the  17th  of  June,  1935,  to  celebrate  a  home  of 
100  years." 

Mr.  Taft  was  a  man  of  great  energy  and  benevo- 
lence. He  could  never  say  "no"  to  a  poor  person 
who  asked  of  him  a  favor.  In  politics  a  stanch 
Whig,  he  abhorred  the  institution  of  slavery, 
and  later  joined  the  Republican  party.  He  was  lib- 
eral in  his  religious  views,  but  was  a  little  inclined 
to  the  Universalist  doctrine.  He  was  successful 
financially,  and  had  many  friends.     His  death  took 


place  Sept.  21,  1874,  and  that  of  his  wife  May  17, 
1875.  They  left  a  good  property,  which  was  satis- 
factorily divided  among  their  children,  the  home- 
stead reverting  to  the  only  son,  Seth,  and  at  this 
l)lace  was  the  gathering  already  spoken  of,  and 
which  was  attended  by  all  the  living  children  and 
grandchildren. 


GEORGE  THURSTON  is  an  honored  and  ven- 
erated citizen  of  Sturgis,  to  whom  belongs 
^^^j(    the  distinction  of  having  been  one  of  the 
very  first  settlers  of   St.  Joseph  County,  the  late 
Judge  Sturgis  sharing  that  honor  with  him.     No 
history  of  the  county  would  be  complete  without 
mention  of  him,  and   feeling  sure  that  a  sketch  of 
his  life  and -work  would  add  greatly  to  the  interest 
and  vahie  of  this  volume,  we  have  secured  from  his 
lips  and  those  of  his  friends  the  material  for  this 
biography.     No  one  now  living  within  the  bounds 
of  Michigan  can  have  had  a  more  extensive  experi- 
ence of   pioneer  life   than  our  subject,  as  when  he 
was  but  a  boy  of  eight  years  he  accompanied  his 
parents  to  the  then  Territory  of  Michigan,  in  Febru^ 
ary,  1817,  and  settled  with  them  in  their  pioneer 
home  among   the  early   settlers  of  Brownstown,  at 
the  head  of  Lake  Elrie,  in  Wayne  County.     At  that 
time  it  was  the  general  impression  that  the  interior 
of  Michigan  was   worthless  for   purposes   of  colo- 
nization, as  it  was  supposed   to  be   a  vast  swamp, 
and  but  few  white  men  had  penetrated  the  primeval 
forests  of  this  part  of  the  country,  and  none  had 
made  any  attempts  at  settlement,  leaving  the  wilder- 
ness to  the  domain  of  the  Indians  and  the  wild  ani- 
mals, the  aborigines  not  moving  beyond  the  Mis- 
sissippi until  several  years  later.     In  1827  our  sub- 
ject, then  a  stalwart  youth  of  nineteen,  accompanied 
Judge  Sturgis  to  this  county,  with  two  yokes  of 
oxen,  and  wagons  in  which  they  had  brought  seed 
wheat,  provisions,  plow  and  harrow  teeth,  intending 
to  secure  a  location  for  farming  purposes.     They 
made  their  way  through  the  forests  by  Indian  trails 
until  they  came  to  the  eastern  part  of  what  is  now 
known  as  Sturgis  Prairie,  and  our  subject  being 
much  impressed  with  the  beauty   of  its  situation 
and  its  value  as  an  agricultural  region,  persuaded 
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his   friend    to  pitch  their  tents,  and  Ihey  spent  the 
season  there.     They   made  immediate  preparations 
to  prepare  the  land  for  cultivation,  and  our  subject 
turned  the  first  furrow  plowed  on  Sturgis  Prairie, 
and  helped  to  sow  the  first  wheat  ever  raised  within 
its  precincts.     Mr.  Thurston  and  Mr.   Sturgis  cut 
twenty-five   tons  of  hay  that  same  season,  and   it 
being  stacked  on  the  closely  cut  stubble,  was  saved 
from  destruction   by  the  fire  that  swept  across  the 
prairie  in  the  fall.     They  started  homeward  on  the 
19th  of   September,  and  overtook  the  fire  about  5 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  but  for  four  consecutive 
nights  they  were  obliged  to  rest,  and  their  oxen  had 
nothing  to  eat  during  that  time  except  the  grass  in 
the   streams.     After   that    experience    our  subject 
finally  regained  his  father's  home  in  Wayne  County, 
and   Judge  Sturgis   his.       For    further   particulars 
concerning    the    latter   see    biography    of    his    son 
Amos  on   another  page  of  this  work.     Later  Mr. 
Thurston  became  a  prominent  member  of  the  farm- 
ing community  of  St.  Joseph  County,  and  to  him 
and  men  pf  like  energy,  forethought  and  capacity, 
is  the  county  greatly  indebted  for  its  high  standing 
as  a   rich  and   prosperous  agricultural  region.     In 
the   first  few  years  of  the  settlement  of  Southern 
Michigan  Mr.  Thurston  greatly  aided  its  upbuild- 
ing, for,  as  was  necessary   in  those  days,  the  early 
pioneers  seemed    banded   together  for  mutual  self- 
helpfulness,  and  in  five  years  after  coming  here  our 
subject  assisted   in  raising  eight^^-six  houses,  some 
of  which  still  stand.     He  helped  to  raise  the  first 
house  in  Kalamazoo  County,  forty  miles  distant, 
that    of    Judge    Harrison,  the    first  settler    in    the 
county.      He   was  of  Scotch  ancestry,  inherited  an 
iron  constitution,  and  lived  to  the  advanced  age  of 
one  hundred  and  three  years  and  fifteen  days.     Our 
subject   and    his    neighbors    went    over    into   that 
county  where  the  said  house  was  to  be  raised  one 
day,  did  the  work,  and  returned  the  next  day. 

We  must  now  refer  to  the  birth  and  antecedents 
of  our  subject.  He  was  born  in  the  town  of  Lisle, 
Broome  Co.,  N.  Y.,  April  11,  1808.  He  comes 
from  good  Revolutionary  stock,  his  grandfather, 
Joel  Thurston,  having  been  a  patriotic  soldier  in 
the  Continental  Army  when  the  American  colonists 
were  having  their  great  fight  for  liberty,  and  his 
son  Joel,  the  eldest  of  his  eight  sons,  was  likewise 


a  brave  soldier  in  that  conflict.  Samuel  B.  Thurs- 
ton, the  father  of  our  subject,  the  youngest  member 
of  his  father's  family,  was  born  in  Dutchess  County, 
N.  Y.  He  was  reared  in  his  native  State,  and  was 
there  married.  His  wife  was  also  a  native  of 
Dutchess  County,  and  the  first  years  of  their  wedded 
life  were  passed  in  New  York.  In  the  second  month 
of  the  year  1817,  as  before  mentioned,  they  came 
to  this  State.  From  malaria,  caused  by  the  un- 
drained  swamps,  newl}^  broken  land,  and  ffom  other 
causes,  there  was  much  sickness  in  Michigan  in  early 
times,  and  Mr.  Thurston  and  his  family  were  greatly 
afflicted,  his  eldest  daughter  dying  three  months 
after  their  arrival  in  Brownsville,  the  failure  of  his 
wife's  health  and  her  ultimate  death  two  years  later, 
and  his  own  confinement  from  sickness  for  five 
years.  After  the  sad  death  of  the  good  mother, 
whose  loss  could  never  be  replaced,  the  care  of  his 
father  and  four  small  children  fell  on  our  subject, 
and  nobl}^  did  he  perform  the  hard  task  of  attend- 
ing to  their  wants  and  supplying  the  necessaries  ot 
life,  working  when  he  was  so  sick  himself  that  he 
could  hardly  stand.  What  education  he  obtained 
he  was  obliged  to  pick  up  the  best  way  he  could, 
as  his  school  privileges  w^ere  very  limited,  he  hav- 
ing attended  school  only  two  months  when  a  child 
in  his  native  State,  as  for  four  years  after  settling 
in  Michigan  no  man  or  woman  could  be  found 
competent  to  take  charge  of  a  school.  In  the  De- 
cember following  his  return  from  Sturgis  Prairie  our 
subject  and  his  brother  Ira  started  for  this  place 
again,  but  when  they  reached  Hillsdale  County  they 
met  a  traveler  who  told  them  that  the  hay  that  he 
(our  subject)  and  the  Judge  had  stacked  on  the 
prairie  had  been  burned  by  the  Indians  and  traders, 
so  he  and  his  brother  concluded  to  stay  where  they 
were  for  awhile,  as  they  could  obtain  employment 
of  Moses  Allen,  then  the  only  settler  in  Hillsdale 
County,  his  place  being  fifty-five  miles  west  of 
Ypsilanti,  and  there  was  no  settlement  between  the 
two  points.  That  winter  they  made  rails  in  snow 
that  was  over  knee  deep,  our  subject  getting  |13  a 
month,  and  his  brother  $11  a  month.  One  of  our 
subject's  oxen  died  that  winter,  and  he  bought  an- 
other from  Mr.  Allen,  paying  $50  for  it.  Mr. 
Thurston  and  his  brother  put  in  a  crop  of  corn  the 
next  spring,  and  then  came  on  foot  to  White  Pigeon, 
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looking  at  their  wheat  as  they  passed,  and  spending 
two  days  there,  they  started  bacl?  to  see  after  their 
corn.  P::ast  of  here  they  met  Judge  Sturgis  and 
family,  May  9,  1828,  and  they  turned  and  came 
back  to  help  the  Judge  put  in  his  spring  crop,  he 
having  stopped  at  Mr.  Allen's  place  and  brought 
their  two  yoke  of  oxen  along  with  him.  They 
helped  him  for  three  weeks,  and  then  returned  to 
Allen's  farm,  forty-five  miles  distant,  to  attend  to 
their  own  <irop.  Our  subject's  father,  having  regained 
his  health,  came  here  in  the  fall  of  1828  and  bought 
a  tract  of  land,  which  he  afterward  improved  into 
a  fine  farm.  With  the  assistance  of  his  sons  he 
built  an  unhewed  log  cabin,  with  knees  and  weight 
poles  to  keep  the  clapboard  roof  in  place. 

In  those  days  Indians  were  numerous,  but  were 
peaceable  and  very  sociable.  Bears,  wolves,  minks, 
beavers,  muskrats,  otters,  deer,  and  other  wild  ani- 
mals,  were  very  plentiful  in  the  forests,  but  our  sub- 
ject was  too  busy  to  hunt  much.  He  once,  how- 
ever, killed  a  fine  bear,  weighing  about  300  pounds, 
and  the  next  day  Gov.  Cass,  on  his  way  to  hold  a 
treaty  with  the  Indians  at  Bertrand,  near  where 
Niles  now  is,  paid  him  a  visit,  remaining  over 
night,  and  was  feasted  on  bear  steak.  The  next 
morning  when  he  departed  on  his  mission  Mr. 
Thurston  gave  him  half  of  the  bear  to  treat  the 
Indians  on. 

September  9, 1832,  was  an  eventful  day  in  the  life 
of  our  subject,  as  on  that  date  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Sarah,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Lydia 
(Jones)  Jones.  She  was  a  native  of  Pittsley,  Pa.,  and 
was  born  April  22,  1812.  Their  marriage  was  blessed 
to  them  by  the  birth  of  ten  children,  six  of  whom 
live,  namely:  Lydia,  Sarah,  Catherine,  Phebe,  Ma- 
tilda, Alice  and  Griffin  D.  G.  The  wife  of  our 
subject  closed  her  eyes  to  the  scenes  of  earth  Sept. 
10,  1883.  They  had  lived  together  fifty-one  years 
and  one  day,  and  their  unusually  long  period  of  mar- 
ried life  was  one  of  happiness  from  beginning  to  end. 
She  was  a  type  of  the  noble  pioneer  women  who,  by 
their  presence,  cheerful  assistance  and  self-abnega- 
tion, inspired  and  encouraged  their  husbands,  fathers, 
brothers  or  lovers,  in  the  gigantic  labors  of  clearing 
and  preparing  the  land  for  culture,  and  building 
up  comfortable  homes-  in  the  wilderness  that  once 
prevailed  here.     She  was  a  good  Christian  woman 


and  a  faithful  member  of  the  Baptist  Church.  As 
no  sacrifice  was  too  great  for  her  to  make  for  her 
home  and  loved  ones,  so  the  needy,  sick  and  poor 
were  never  allowed  to  suffer  when  she  could  succor 
them.  In  her  good  work  she  was  heartily  seconded 
by  her  husband,  whose  great  heart  feels  for 
the  sorrows  and  troubles  of  the  unfortunate, 
and  he  is  never  so  happ}^  as  when  he  can  relieve 
them.  In  the  early  pioneer  days,  when  the  hard- 
ships and  privations  of  the  settlers  were  often  very 
bitter,  their  kindness  and  bounty  to  those  less  able 
and  poorer  than  themselves  called  down  blessings 
on  them.  Besides  giving  to  the  poor  around  his 
own  door  Mr.  T.  gives  of  his  means  to  support 
benevolent  institutions.  Our  subject  is  an  exem- 
plary member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  as  ''  By 
their  fruits  ye  shall  know  them,"  no  one  has  ever 
had  reason  to  doubt  the  sincerity  of  his  Christianity. 
Mr.  Thurston  has  always  led  a  busy  life,  and  has 
never  engaged  in  any  other  occupation  but  farm- 
ing. He  began  to  plow  when  only  ten  years  of 
age,  and  continued  to  till  the  soil  until  his  retire- 
ment to  private  life  in  the  fall  of  1888,  thus  making 
over  seventy  years  of  active  farm  labor.  He  has 
always  loved  the  Sturgis  Prairie  ever  since  he  set 
his  eyes  on  it  for  the  first  time  in  that  summer  so 
long  ago,  and  he  still  owns  eighty-six  acres  of  land, 
which  he  lets  to  tenants,  but  he  has  given  much  of 
his  original  homestead  to  his  children  as  each  began 
life  for  herself  or  for  himself.  He  was  active  in 
the  public  life  of  Sturgis  in  its  early  days,  and  was 
the  first  Assessor  of  the  township.  He  was  promi- 
nently identified  with  the  State  Militia,  and  was 
Ensign  of  a  company. 


'SyOHN  WESLEY  JEWELL.  The  Empire 
State  has  produced  some  of  the  best  elements 
of  social  and  business  life,  men  who  have 
migrated  from  her  borders  to  all  portions 
of  the  Great  West,  and  contributed  of  their  intelli- 
gence and  capital  to  the  development  of  its  re- 
sources. Among  these  the  subject  of  this  biography 
deserves  more  than  a  passing  mention.  A  native 
of  Allegany  County,  he  w^as  born  in  1823,  and 
when  a  little  lad  of  six  years   came  with  his    par- 
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ents  to  Michigan,  and  developed  into  manhood 
amid  the  scenes  of  pioneer  life  in  St.  Joseph 
County.  In  the  meantime  he  obtained  such  educa- 
tion as  was  given  in  the  public  schools,  and  from 
his  youth  up  has  been  a  tiller  of  the  soil.  In  con- 
nection with  this  he  operated  a  threshing-machine 
for  a  period  of  forty-three  years. 

Sias  Jew^ell^  the  father  of  our  subject,  also  a 
native  of  New  York  State,  was  born  and  reared  in 
Dutchess  County,  where  he  learned  the  trade  of 
weaver  and  also  shingle-making.  At  the  same 
time  he  was  employed  considerably  in  farming  pur- 
suits, sufficient  to  gain  a  good  idea  of  the  proper 
manner  In  which  to  carry  on  agriculture.  In  the 
fall  of  1832  he  emigrated  westward,  locating  in 
Lockport  Township,  this  county,  and  entered  forty 
acres  of  Government  land.  He  occupied  this  six 
years,  etfecting  considerable  improvement,  then 
sold  out  and  purchased  160  acres  in  the  vicinity  of 
Moorepark  in  Park  Township,  of  which  property 
he  retained  possession  until  his  death,  which  took 
place  in  1862.  He  had  married  in  early  manhood 
a  French  lady;  she  died  in  the  East  when  a  young 
woman.  They  were  the  parents  of  two  children, 
Sally  Ann  and  Henry.  The  former  went  West,  and 
nothing  more  is  known  of  her;  Henry  went  North 
after  marriage  with  his  family. 

The  father  of  our  subject  after  the  death  of  his 
first  wife  contracted  a  second  marriage,  with  Miss 
Charlotte  Davis,  a  native  of  his  own  State,  and  of 
this  union  there  were  born  eight  children,  four  of 
whom  are  living.  The  eldest,  Mary  Jane,  is  the  wife 
of  Mr.  Sylvester  Wood,  and^  they  reside  in  Three 
Rivers:  John  Wesley,  our  subject,  is  the  second 
in  order  of  birth;  the  residence  of  Catherine  is 
unknown  to  our  subject,  and  William  D.  is  carry- 
ing on  farming  in  Allen  County,  Kan.  Mrs.  Char- 
lotte Jew^ell  departed  this  life  at  the  homestead  in 
Lockport  Township,  in  1834.  Sias  Jewell  was  the 
third  time  married,  in  Flowerfield  Township,  to 
Miss  Polly  Walker. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  wtis  first  married  in 
Flowerfield  Tow^nship  in  1851,  to  Miss  Clarissa 
Maynard,  a  native  of  New  York  State,  who  only 
survived  a  brief  time  thereafter,  dying  at  the  early 
age  of  twenty-two  years.  Gilbert  and  Cyntha 
were  the  two  children  born  by  this  union;  both  are 
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dead.  In  the  summer  of  1858  he  contracted  a 
second  marriage,  with  Miss  Lucy  J.  Brown,  daughter 
of  L.  G.  Brown,  the  wedding  taking  place  at  the 
home  of  the  bride.  This  lady  was  born  in  Park 
Township,  this  county,  Feb.  19,  1839.  Her  mother 
was  in  her  girlhood  Miss  Hester  Reigle.  Her  par- 
ents are  botji  living. 

Of  the  second  marriage  of  our  subject  the  follow- 
ing children  were  born,  two  of  whom  are  deceased : 
Isadore  IL,  born  Sept.  8,  1859;  Charles,  Jan.  31, 
1862;  Ellen  M.,  April  4,  1864;  Ida  May  and  Edith 
Bell,  twins,  Aug.  31,  1865;  Ida  Flora,  Oct.  20,  1867; 
Oscar,  Sept.  6,  1870;  John,  July  31, 1 872;  and  Char- 
lotte, March  12,  1875.  Mr.  Jewell,  as  one  of  the 
pioneers  of  St.  Joseph  County,  and  one  who  has 
been  no  unimportant  factor  in  its  growth  and 
development,  is  looked  upon  by  the  people  around 
him  wdth  that  affectionate  regard  always  due  the 
peaceable  and  law-abiding  citizen  who  has  made  it 
his  business  to  countenance  every  enterprise  calcu- 
lated to  benefit  the  community  at  large.  He  cast 
his  first  Presidential  vote  for  James  K.  Polk, 
and  almost  since  the  organization  of  the  Repub- 
lican party  has  been  a  stanch  supporter  of  its 
principles.  A  man  prompt  to  meet  his  obliga- 
tions, frowning  upon  everything  wrong  and  en- 
couraging everything  right,  he  is  one  of  those  who 
has  made  for  himself  a  record  which  will  be  re- 
verted to  in  after  years  with  pride  by  his  descend- 
ants. 

R.  JOHN  R.  WILLIAMS.  Resident  within 
the  borders  of  St.  Joseph  County  there 
are  many  men  whose  names  are  an  honor 
and  credit  to  its  records,  and  prominent 
among  them  will  be  found  that  of  our  subject.  He 
is  a  well-known  and  widely  respected  gentleman,  and 
is  noteworthy  not  only  for  his  straightforwardness 
and  honorable  characteristics,  but  for  that  pros- 
perity and  success  which  gild  their  possessor  with 
the  light  of  public  admiration.  He  is  one  of  the 
leading  physicians  and  surgeons  in  this  part  of  the 
State,  and  resides  in  White  Pigeon,  where  he  has 
a  large  and  growing  practice,  to  which  he  is  devot- 
ing his  life  and  energy. 

This  gentleman  was  born  in  Columbiana  County, 
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Ohio,  Jan.  7,  1846.  His  father,  John  R.  Williams, 
was  a  native  of  Carnarvonshire,  Wales,  and  came 
to  America  when  he  was  seventeen  years  of  age, 
and  lived  in  Baltimore,  and  later  in  Pittsburgh,  for 
twenty  years.  He  then  went  to  Ohio  and  settled 
near  Salem,  where  he  lived  until  1872,  when  his 
death  occurred.  Our  subject  was  reared  in  his  na- 
tive town  of  Salem,  and  prepared  himself  in  the 
good  schools  in  that  town  for  a  collegiate  course. 
He  then  entered  Mt.  Union  College  in  Mt.  Union, 
Ohio.  In  1869  Mr.  AVilliams  began  the  study  of 
medicine.  After  reading  under  Thomas  B.  Will- 
iams, of  Angola,  Ind.,  he  attended  the  Cleveland 
(Ohio)  Medical  College;  tlien  going  to  Chicago 
in  later  years,  he  was  graduated  in  1874  from  the 
College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons.  In  addition  to 
his  regular  course  in  the  college,  he  received  special 
instructions  from  various  leading  specialists  in  that 
city.  Under  the  instruction  of  Prof.  A.  Reeves 
Jackson  he  was  thoroughly  instructed  in  the  sci- 
ence of  gynecology;  and  from  Prof.  N.  Senn,  of  Mil- 
waukee, he  received  special  instruction  in  opera- 
tive surgery;  a  special  course  in  genito-urinary 
surgery  under  the  tutelage  of  Prof.  J.  T.  Jelks,  of 
Chicago;  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  proper 
treatment  and  cure  of  the  diseases  of  the  eye  was 
received  from  Prof.  Harper,  of  Chicago.  Prof.  H. 
J.  Reynolds,  of  Chicago,  gave  him  full  information 
relative  to  diseases  of  the  skin,  and  Prof.  Gibson, 
the  thoroughly  informed  Professor  of  Chemistry 
of  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  in  Chi- 
cago, inducted  him  into  the  secrets  and  mysteries 
of  analytical  chemistry.  Taken  as  a  whole,  the  edu- 
cation the  Doctor  has  received  has  been  yevy 
complete  in  all  directions,  and  the  immense  prac- 
tice he  now  enjoys  is  evidence  that  the  people  ap- 
preciate it  at  its  full  value. 

The  Doctor  came  to  White  Pigeon  in  the  spring 
of  1879,  where  he  has  built  up  a  large  and  lucra- 
tive practice  among  the  best  families  in  this  por- 
tion of  the  county.  He  seems  to  be  peculiarly 
adapted  in  disposition  to  the  successful  practice  of 
his  profession.  Kind  and  sympathetic  at  all  times, 
his  entrance  into  the  sick  room  inspires  a  great  de- 
gree of  confidence  in  the  patient  and  his  friends, 
and  when  it  becomes  necessary  to  perform  a  serious 
surgical  operation,  the  Doctor,  though  kind  and 


gentle  as  the  exigencies  of  the  case  will  allow,  pro- 
ceeds with  his  duty  with  a  firm  and  unfaltering 
hand,  and  for  the  time  puts  all  question  of  pity 
aside,  and  is  wholly  and  entirely  a  scientific  sur- 
geon. It  was  due  to  the  skill  which  he  has  evi- 
denced in  many  successful  operations  that  the 
Lake  Shore  &  Michigan  Southern  Railway  Com- 
pany appointed  him  their  local  surgeon,  which  posi- 
tion he  now  holds  for  the  third  year. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  married  to  Miss 
Mattie  E.  Fox,  June  3,  1876 ;  this  lady  is  a  daughter 
of  Peter  Fox,  a  resident  of  Grand  Traverse  County, 
Mich.  They  were  the  parents  of  one  child,  Ches- 
ter G.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  two  years.  Himself 
and  wife  are  devout  members  of  the  Christian 
Church;  he  is  a  member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and 
stands  high  in  the  councils  of  the  Knights  of 
Pythias. 

There  are  but  few  men  in  the  county  who  can 
count  on  such  a  large  circle  of  friends  as  our  sub- 
ject. The  degree  of  popularity  to  which  he  has 
attained  he  richly  deserves.  He  is  conscientious 
and  earnest  in  the  discharge  of  his  professional 
duties,  and  makes  no  distinction  between  his  pa- 
tients, treating  the  poor  and  humble  with  all  the 
skill,  care  and  courtesy  that  he  would  extend  to  the 
family  of  a  millionaire.  He  recognizes  the  fact 
that  every  human  creature  is  one  of  God's  chil- 
dren, and  in  times  of  sickness  and  suffering  no 
one  is  more  deserving  than  another.  He  and  his 
good  wife  take  an  active  part  in  the  social  life  of 
the  town,  are  both  kind-hearted  and  generous,  and 
any  community  in  which  they  live  may  well  be 
proud  of  their  presence. 

^ ^^ ^ 


J'^OHN  DIDER  is  one  of  those  energetic, 
hard-working,  industrious  German-Ameri- 
can citizens  who  have  contributed  so  largely 
to  the  welfare  of  their  adopted  country; 
he  is  now  a  resident  of  White  Pigeon.  He 
was  born  in  Bavaria,  Germany,  May  5,  1817,  in 
which  country  he  lived  until  1843,  when  he  came 
to  America,  and  settled  in  Monroe  County,  Mich. 
Our  subject  entered  the  service  of  the  Lake 
Shore  Railway,  which  was  then  under  construction, 
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the  nature  of  liis  employment  requiring  his  pres- 
ence in  several  places,  at  different  times.  In  1852 
he  came  to  White  Pigeon,  where  he  has  lived  ever 
since,  engaged  in  the  service  of  the  railroad  com- 
pany until  December,  1884.  He  was  married  in  the 
spring  of  1846  to  Mary  Hetzner;  she  was  a  native 
of  Germany.  They  were  the  parents  of  eleven  chil- 
dren, seven  of  whom  are  living,  named:  John, 
Mary,  Carrie,  George,  Andrew,  Hattie  and  Emma. 
John  married  Anna  Stewart,  and  resides  in  Chilli- 
cothe,  Mo.,  and  is  the  father  of  two  children — 
Carrie  and  John;  Mary  married  Lewis  Taber,  and 
resides  in  Huntington,  In d.,  and  she  is  the  mother 
of  two  children — George  and  John;  Carrie  mar- 
ried Daniel  W.  Rank,  a  prosperous  baker  and  busi- 
ness man  of  White  Pigeon,  to  whom  no  children 
have  been  born. 

Mrs.  Dider,  the  wife  of  our  subject,  departed 
this  life  Sept.  27,1885.  She,  her  husband  and  a 
larger  portion  of  the  family,  were  members  of  the 
Lutheran  Church.  Earnest  and  consistent  in  her 
belief,  she  died  with  the  Christian's  hope  of  a 
brighter  and  better  life  in  the  world  to  come.  Mr. 
Dider  has  earned  the  confidence  and  respect  of  all 
good  people. 
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^ps  HARLES  PETTIFER  is  a  locomotive  en- 
[if  gineer  on  the  Kalamazoo  Division  of  the 

^^^  Lake  Shore  &  Michigan  Southern  Railroad, 
residing  in  White  Pigeon.  He  is  a  representative  of 
that  empire  on  which  the  sun  never  sets,  although  for 
many  years  he  has  been  a  resident  of  this,  his  adopted 
country,  and  has  become  thoroughly  imbued  with 
the  spirit  of  American  progress.  He  presents  many 
of  the  national  characteristics  of  his  race.  Pie  came 
to  America  to  procure  a  home,  and,  being  English,  it 
is  needless  to  add  that  he  has  clung  tenaciously  to 
his  purpose,  until  the  object  was  attained  and  he 
now  owns  a  neat  and  comfortable  home,  of  wiiich 
he  may  justly  feel  proud. 

Our  subject  was  born  at  Great  Cay  brook,  in 
Leicestershire,  England,  Feb.  14, 1840.  His  father, 
Nicholas  Pettifer,  was  a  native  of  Northampton- 
shire, England.  Charles  came  to  America  in 
February,   1886,  landing  in  New  York  City.     He 


procured  employment  in  a  machine-shop  in  Brook- 
lyn, L.  I.,  where  he  worked  for  three  months. 
Going  from  there  to  Richmond,  Va.,  for  four 
months  he  was  on  a  plantation  in  Caroline  County. 
From  there  he  went  to  Montreal,  Canada,  where  he 
entered  the  service  of  the  Grand  Trunk  Railway, 
running  a  locomotive  between  Montreal  and  Island 
Pond,  Vt.,  and  Brockville,  Canada.  At  the  end  of 
two  years  he  went  West,  and  was  engineer  in  the 
service  of  the  L^nion  Pacific  Railroad  from  Omaha 
westward.  After  three  months'  service  there,  he 
came  east  to  Port  Huron,  Mich.,  where  he  was  Act- 
ing Master  Mechanic  on  the  Port  Huron  &  Lake 
Michigan  Railroad,  now  the  Central  &  Grand 
Trunk  Railroad,  where  he  remained  for  six  months. 
He  then  went  to  Adrian,  Mich.,  and  Nov.  10, 
1869,  he  took  charge  of  an  engine  on  the  Lake  Shore 
&  Michigan  Southern  Railroad,  and  has  been  in 
their  employ  continuously  ever  since. 

A¥hen  only  eleven  years  old  our  subject  began 
working  in  a  machine-shop  in  Wolverhampton,  on 
the  London  &  Northwestern  Railroad ,  where  he  re- 
mained until  1866.  In  the  autumn  of  1869  he 
came  to  White  Pigeon.  He  was  married,  Nov.  10, 
1861,  to  Sarah  Reeves.  She  was  the  daughter  of 
John  Reeves,  and  he  is  now  deceased.  She  was  the 
mother  of  one  child,  who  is  no  longer  living. 
She  died  Jan.  17,  1884.  Our  subject  was  married 
again,  Feb.  18,  1884,  to  Minnie  Klayman,  the 
daughter  of  John  Kla3^man,  one  of  the  early  set- 
tlers of  the  vicinity.  This  lady  was  born  in  White 
Pigeon.  Her  father  is  now  dead.  She  is  the  mother 
of  two  children — Edith  J.  and  Charlie.  In  ad- 
dition to  their  own  children  this  worthy  couple 
have  adopted  two  orphans,  Thomas  and  Mary 
Chapel,  now  Pettifer  (by  law),  the  children  of 
Edwin  Chapel.  Mrs.  Pettifer  is  a  member  of  the 
Lutheran  Church. 

In  Mr.  Pettifer  the  community  has  a  citizen  who 
is  earnest  and  thorough-going,  devoting  his  time 
to  his  ever  hazardous  calling.  He  belongs  to  a 
sturdy  class  of  men  to  whom  the  country  at  large 
is  greatly  indebted.  They  are  men  who  under  any 
circumstances  and  conditions,  in  fair  weather  or 
foul,  early  and  late,  are  found  at  their  posts,  facing 
danger  and  death  every  moment  of  their  lives 
while  on  duty.     He  pursues  a  vocation  that    de- 
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mancls  a  complete  knowledge,  and  sufficient  nerve 
to  meet  and  overcome  dangers  and  troubles.  He 
has  led  an  economical  life  and  has  accumulated 
about  him  a  pleasant  and  comfortable  home.  He 
is  an  esteemed  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity, 
also  an  active  member  of   the  B.  of  L.  P^. 

^  OHN  G.  SCHURTZ  is  one  of  the  substantial 
and  financiall}^  solid  citizens  of  White  Pig- 
eon, where  he  is  engaged  in  the  business  of 
general  banking,  and  the  manager  of  well-lo- 
cated and  highly  improved  farms,  containing  540 
acres,  situated  in  White  Pigeon  Township.  He  was 
born  where  he  now  lives,  Oct.  6,  1857.  His  home 
has  always  been  in  this  place,  where  he  enjoyed  all 
advantages  for  receiving  a  classical  education,  which 
he  completed  by  going  through  a  full  course  in  the 
Michigan  University  at  Ann  Arbor,  where  he  was 
graduated  with  honors  in  June,  1881,  receiving  the 
degree  of  A.  M.  He  then  entered  upon  the  study 
of  law,  with  a  view  to  practicing  in  that  profession, 
which  he  continued  to  the  time  of  his  father's  death. 
He  then  entered  the  Farmers'  National  Bank  of 
Constantine,  where  he  remained  four  years;  he  was 
Cashier  a  portion  of  the  time,  and  was  elected  Vice 
President.  He  is  still  a  stockholder  in  that  concern. 
By  the  death  of  his  father  he  was  prevented  from 
continuing  the  study  of  law,  as  the  various  business 
interests  demanded  his  full  attention. 

Our  subject  is  the  son  of  Daniel  and  Charlotte 
(Markham)  Schurtz.  The  father  was  born  near 
Milton,  Cumberland  Co.,  Pa.,  Dec.  12,  1815.  He 
was  a  farmer,  and  when  a  young  man  he  was  a  mer- 
chant, but  his  later  years  w^ere  devoted  to  agricult- 
ural pursuits.  He  emigrated  to  this  county  in  the 
spring  of  1839,  w^hen  the  country  was  new.  He 
died  Jan.  25,  1882.  He  was  married  to  Charlotte 
Markham,  in  November,  1846;  she  is  a  daughter  of 
Aralzamon  and  Flora  (Case)  Markham.  Both  her 
parents  were  born  in  Connecticut;  her  father  died 
in  1867,  and  the  mother  Aug.  11,  1887.  at  the  ad- 
vanced age  of  ninety-one  years.  The  father  was 
the  son  of  Tobias  Schurtz,  of  German  descent. 
He  is  now  deceased. 

Our   subject  is   the   second  son  of  his  father's 
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family.  His  brother,  Charles  R.,  was  graduated 
from  Hillsdale  College,  and  later  married  Augusta 
Walker.  He  died  in  1885,  from  consumption,  at 
the  age  of  thirty-seven  years.  He  left  three  chil- 
dren— Arthur,  Zoe  and  Daniel.  His  wife  and  chil- 
dren now  live  in  Goshen,  Ind.  The  mother  of  our 
subject  came  to  this  county  with  her  parents  in 
1838,  from  Connecticut.  The  family  settled  at  the 
west  end  of  A\^hite  Pigeon  Prairie  in  Mottville 
Township,  where  her  father  bought  a  large  tract  of 
land.  He  lived  there  and  brought  his  farm  to  a 
high  state  of  cultivation.  The  lady  was  born  in 
Massachusetts,  Nov.  10,  1823.  Our  subject  lives 
witli  his  mother  on  the  old  homestead ;  the  residence 
first  erected  on  the  farm  was  burned  in  1885,  by 
the  explosion  of  a  gasoline  stove.  By  this  fire  they 
lost  the  greater  portion  of  their  household  effects, 
and  were  left  without  even  a  plate  or  a  knife  and 
fork.  They  erected  their  present  magnificent  resi- 
dence in  1886.  It  is  built  of  brick,  is  40x48  feet, 
two  stories  and  a  basement. 

The  entire  establishment  is  lighted  with  and  the 
cooking  is  done  with  gas,  which  is  made  on  the 
premises  from  gasoline.  The  building  is  warmed 
by  hot  air  from  one  of  the  latest  improved  furnaces, 
located  in  the  basement.  Hard  coal  is  used  for 
fuel.  Each  room  in  the  house  has  a  cold  and  a  foul 
air  chamber  which  connects  with  a  flue  adjoining 
the  chimney,  and  by  this  system  all  the  vitiated  air 
is  drawn  off,  and  the  entire  house  is  kept  con- 
stantly supplied  with  pure  air  from  the  outside. 
The  house  is  also  equipped  with  all  necessary 
bathrooms,  w^ater-closets,  sew^ers,  and  the  latest 
appliances  calculated  to  bring  the  residence  to 
the  highest  possible  sanitary  condition.  A  large 
tank  in  the  top  of  the  house  is  filled  with  soft 
w^ater,  which  is  carried  from  the  roof  during  the 
rainy  seasons  into  the  tank.  W^hen  the  tank  is 
filled  the  surplus  water  passes  through  an  over- 
flow pipe  into  large  cisterns  underneath  the  house. 
From  this  tank  the  soft  water  is  supplied  to  all 
parts  of  the  building.  The  entire  house  is  fur- 
nished in  an  exceedingly  lavish  manner  from 
kitchen  to  parlor. 

The  old  homestead,  on  which  our  subject  resides 
with  his  mother,  contains  200  acres,  and  his  brother 
Charles,  at  the  time  of  his  death,  owned  a  farm  ad- 
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joining  which  contained  340  acres,  the  manage- 
ment of  which,  in  addition  to  the  home  farm, 
devolves  on  our  subject.  Tile  entire  tract  of  land 
under  his  control  is  devoted  to  general  farming,  is 
thoroughly  equipped  with  all  labor-saving  devices, 
and  a  full  complement  of  the  necessary  barns, 
cattle-sheds  and  other  out-buildings  for  the  profita- 
ble conduct  of  the  business. 

From  the  foregoing  sketch  it  is  obvious  that  Mr. 
Schurtz  has  always  fully  availed  himself  of  all  the 
privileges  of  instruction  to  which  he  found  access. 
A  distinguishing  characteristic  of  his  is  the  posses- 
sion of  a  great  quickness  of  mind  and  a  talent  to 
grasp  the  details  of  any  matter  or  business  that 
may  claim  his  attention.  He  takes  a  leading  place 
among  the  noble,  high-minded  citizens  of  the 
country,  who  are  foremost  in  all  matters  pertain- 
ing to  the  educational  and  political  advancement 
and  general  welfare  of  the  public  in  the  communi- 
ties where  they  live. 


ANIEL  R.  PARKER,  Justice  of  the  Peace 
of  Sturgis,  is  an  old  and  time-honored  citizen 
(jni^^^  of  St.  Joseph  County.  He  was  for  many 
years  a  prominent  member  of  its  farming 
communit}',  but  in  1884  retired  to  his  present 
home  in  town,  although  he  still  owns  one  of  the  fin- 
est and  best  improved  farms  in  Southern  Michigan. 
His  parents,  John  and  Elizabeth  (Leiser)  Parker, 
were  among  the  earliest  pioneers  of  this  county, 
and  were  well  known  and  highly  respected  in  their 
day.  Our  subject,  coming  here  with  them  in  1830, 
when  a  bright,  intelligent,  observing  lad  of  twelve 
years,  has  witnessed  almost  the  entire  growth  of 
this  and  adjoining  counties  from  the  wilderness 
that  then  prevailed,  and  as  soon  as  he  became  old 
enough  he  shared  the  labors  of  clearing  away  the 
primeval  forests,  draining  the  swamps  and  other- 
wise preparing  the  land  for  cultivation,  and  has 
done  his  part  in  promoting  the  material  prosperity 
and  advancement  of  St.  Joseph  County  to  one  of 
the  richest  and  fairest  agricultural  regions  to  be 
found  in  the  Northwest. 

Mr.  Parker  talks   very  interestingly  concerning 
those  old  pioneer  days,  and  the  hardships  and  trials 


endured  by  the  courageous,  patient,  self-sacrificing 
men  and  women  who  came  here  more  than  half  a 
century  ago,  determined  to  conquer  the  wilder- 
ness, and  build  up  for  themselves  and  their  children 
comfortable,  happy  homes.  He  tells  us  also  of  the 
great  and  almost  marvelous  change  that  has  been 
wrought  by  them  and  their  successors  within  the  sixty 
years  that  he  has  been  here,  wherein*  the  primeval 
forests  have  given  way  before  the  march  of  civili- 
zation to  busy  towns  and  thriving  cities,  as  have 
also  the  malarious  swamps  and  wild  prairies,  which 
have  likewise  been  turned  into  smiling  and  pro- 
ductive farms  in  many  places.  Thus  by  the  hand 
of  man  the  very  face  of  Nature  has  been  greatly 
changed.  The  native  tribes  of  the  forest  who  once 
made  their  home  here  were  still  numerous  in  the 
third  decade  of  this  century,  they  not  having  been 
removed  beyond  the  Mississippi,  and  there  were 
many  wolves,  deer,  wildcats,  turkeys,  some  bears, 
and  a  panther  was  killed  at  King's  Lake  by  an  In- 
dian after  Mr.  Parker  came  here.  Much  of  the 
food  of  the  pioneers  cohsisted  of  game,  and  our  sub- 
ject became  an  expert  hunter,  and  kept  the  larder 
well  supplied.  The  people  generally  made  their 
homes  in  rude  log  cabins,  there  being  but  few  frame 
houses  here  in  the  early  days  of  settlement,  and 
they  lived  in  the  most  primitive  manner,  as  they 
were  obliged  to  dispense  with  many  luxuries,  so  far 
were  they  from  the  centers  of  civilization.  But 
few  of  the  clearings  of  the  pioneers  were  fenced, 
Messrs.  Buck,  Sturgis,  Hopkins  and  Stewart  being 
the  only  men  who  had  fences  around  their  farms  at 
that  early  date. 

Our  subject  was  born  Oct.  27,  1818,  in  Lycom- 
ing County,  Pa.  He  comes  of  good  stock,  and  his 
ancle,  James  Parker,  was  a  gallant  soldier  in  the  War 
of  1812.  The  father  of  our  subject  was  born  in 
Lancaster  County,  Pa.,  of  which  State  his  mother 
was  also  a  native.  In  1823  they  removed  to 
Livingston  County,  N.  Y.,  and  from  there  in  1830 
came  to  this  county.  They  settled  on  a  tract  of 
wild  land  on  section  11,  Sturgis,  township  8,  range 
10,  and  began  the  pioneer  task  of  developing  a 
farm. 

Our  subject  grew  to  a  stalw^art  and  active  man- 
hood under  the  pioneer  influences  that  prevailed  in 
this  county  in  the  early  days  of  its  settlement.    He 
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received  his  education  in  a  subscription  school, 
which  was  conducted  in  a  log  cabin,  with  slab 
benches  on  pins  for  seats,  and  aboard  against  the 
wall  for  the  pupils  to  use  for  a  desk  to  write  on. 
He  was  reared  to  the  life  of  a  farmer,  and  has  always 
pursued  that  calling.  He  has  a  valuable  farm  of 
140  acres  on  section  12,  this  township,  and  also 
owns  eighty  acres  on  sections  14  and  15,  sixty 
acres  of  which  are  well  improved.  All  the  land 
devoted  to  tillage  is  under  a  high  state  of  cul- 
tivation. The  farm  is  finely  situated,  and  is  amply 
provided  with  a  good  class  of  buildings,  admirably 
adapted  to  their  various  uses,  and  among  them  we 
may  mention  a  commodious  and  pleasant  dwelling, 
and  a  large  and  substantially  built  barn. 

Our  subject  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Mary 
J.  Aikin,  April  13,  1848.  Their  pleasant  wedded 
life  was  of  brief  duration,  for  Sept.  5,  1856,  the  be- 
loved wife  closed  her  eyes  to  the  scenes  of  earth. 
She  was  in  every  respect  a  womanly  woman,  a  true 
homekeeper,  of  whom  it  may  be  said  ^^t  is  good 
to  know  they  have  been  although  they  are  no  more.'' 
She  was  a  daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth  Aikin, 
and  was  a  native  of  Delaware.  Of  her  marriage 
w^ith  our  subject  four  children  were  born,  three  of 
whom  are  still  living,  as  follows:  Olive,  who  keeps 
house  for  her  father  and  looks  after  his  comfort; 
Henry,  who  married  Lizzie  Wikle,  and  lives  in 
Toledo,  Ohio;  Homer,  who  married  Mary  Scher- 
merhorn,  and  lives  on  the  old  homestead;  they 
have  one  child,  J.  Bruce,  who  was  born  June  5, 
1885,  and  is  a  fine  little  fellow,  his  grandfather's  pet 
and  pride. 

Mr.  Parker  is  a  man  of  great  practical  sagacity,  of 
sound  common  sense,  and  is  advanced  and  pro- 
gressive in  his  views.  He  is  a  stalwart  Republican, 
uniting  with  the  party  on  its  formation ;  in  early 
days  he  was  a  Whig,  and  voted  for  the  hero  of 
Tippecanoe  in  1840,  and  for  his  grandson,  Benjamin 
Harrison,  in  1888.  Religiously,  he  is  broad  and 
liberal  in  his  sentiments.  He  is  an  esteemed  mem- 
ber of  the  Masonic  fraternity  and  also  of  the  Grange. 
He  was  elected  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  April,  1883, 
and  served  so  satisfactorily  that  he  was  re-elected  to 
the  same  position  in  1887.  He  has  held  the  various 
school  oflSces,  and  was  Highway  Commissioner  for 
two  terms.     He,  however,  is   not  an  office-seeker, 


much  preferring  the  quiet  of  his  comfortable  home 
to  the  distractions  of  public  life,  and  when  he  was 
elected  Supervisor  of  the  town  he  declined  to  serve. 
His  career  through  life  shows  him  to  be  a  man  of 
nnblemished  honor,  whose  acts  are  guided  by  high 
principles,  and  none  know  him  but  to  respect  him. 

^  OHN  FREEMAN.  The  most  successful  far- 
mers are  those  who  were  inured  to  its  la- 
bors from  boyhood,  and  of  this  class  the 
subject  of  this  sketch  is  an  admirable  ex- 
ample. Born  in  Yates  County,  N.  Y.,  July  2,  1833, 
he  was  reared  upon  one  of  the  most  pleasant  farms 
of  the  Empire  State,  situated  in  Milo  Township, 
near  the  city  of  Penn  Y^an.  His  education  was  ac- 
quired in  the  common  school,  and  he  was  trained 
to  those  habits  of  industry  and  economy  which  in- 
sured his  success  in  life.  He  is  now  one  of  the 
most  prominent  and  highly  respected  residents  of 
Flowerfield,  a  man  looked  up  to  by  his  fellow-citi- 
zens, and  one  whose  personal  and  business  life  has 
been  eminently  worthy  of  record. 

John  Freeman,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  a 
native  of  New  Jersey,  and  was  born  Feb.  24,  1788. 
He  was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and  departed  this 
life  at  the  homestead  in  Milo  Township,  Yates 
Co.;  N.  Y^,  in  February,  1869,  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
one  years.  The  mother,  Mrs.  Lydia  (Briggs)  Free- 
man, was  born  May  30,  1804,  in  Yates  County, 
within  whose  limits  she  spent  her  entire  life.  She 
too  passed  away  at  the  old  homestead,  before  the 
decease  of  her  husband,  her  death  taking  place 
about  1858.  The  household  circle  included  ten 
children,  five  sons  and  five  daughters,  eight  of 
whom  are  now  living.  Benjamin  F.,  the  eldest, 
married  Miss  Esther  Mclntyre,  and  is  farming  in 
Barrington  Township,  N.  Y.;  Oliver  married  Miss 
Sarah  Clark,  and  is  living  in  Clinton  County,  this 
State,  engaged  in  farming;  Elizabeth  became  the 
wife  of  Augustus  Bain,  and  died  in  Yates  County, 
N.  Y".,  in  May,  1887;  Marietta  married  Stephen  J. 
Raymond,  and  they  live  on  a  farm  in  Yates  County; 
John,  our  subject,  was  the  fifth  child. 

Our  subject  continued  a  resident  of  his  native 
county  until   reaching  man's   estate,  and  was  mar- 
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ried  in  Milo  Township,  March  20,  1860,  to  Miss 
Adelia  Wlieeler.  This  lady  is  a  native  of  the  same 
county  as  lier  husband,  and  was  born  Sept.  20, 
1839.  Her  parents,  George  C.  and  Polly  (Shaver) 
Wheeler,  were  natives  of  Easton,  that  State.  The 
former,  born  Jan.  15,  1804,  died  June  19,  1885; 
the  latter,  born  Dec.  21,  1807,  resides  in  Yates 
County,  N.  Y.  Of  this  union  there  were  born  three 
children:  Edson  W.,  the  eldest,  was  born  April  19, 
1863,  in  Milo  Township,  N.  Y.;  he  is  now  a  resi- 
dent of  Dubuque,  Iowa,  and  in  the  em|)loy  of  the 
Chicago,  St.  Paul  &  Kansas  City  Railroad.  Ella 
D.,the  second  child,  was  born  in  Elowerfield  Town- 
ship, this  county,  April  20,  1868,  and  married  Will- 
iam H.  Weinberg,  Nov.  8,  1888.  Delia  E.  was  born 
April  20,  1868,  and  is  now  the  wife  of  Mr.  Ered 
Hammond,  a  well-to-do  farmer  of  Schuyler  Count^^, 
N.  Y.;  Mr.  Hammond  is  a  native  of  New  York 
State.     Ella  D.  and  Delia  E.  were  twins. 

Mr.  Freeman  came  to  the  State  of  Michigan 
in  the  winter  of  1863,  settling  in  Decatur,  occu- 
pying himself  thereafter  for  a  period  of  one  year 
in  the  lumber  business.  Later  we  find  him  other- 
wise engaged  as  an  emploj^e  of  the  Michigan 
Central  Railroad  Company.  After  three  3^ ears  of 
this  service  he  came  to  this  county,  settling  on  his 
present  farm  of  170  acres  on  section  24,  Flower- 
field  Township.  Upon  this  he  has  effected  good 
improvements,  and  has  a  ready  market  for  his  prod- 
uce at  Three  Rivers.  He  has  been  fortunate  in 
his  farming  operations,  having  accumulated  a  good 
property  and  gathered  around  himself  and  his  fam- 
ily all  of  the  comforts  and  many  of  the  luxuries  of 
life. 

A  member  of  the  Republican  party  since  its  or- 
ganization, Mr.  Freeman  cast  his  first  Presidential 
vote  for  John  C.  Fremont,  and  has  remained  faith- 
ful to  his  first  principles  for  a  period  of  over  thirty 
years.  Soon  after  coming  here  he  was  elected 
Highway  Commissioner  for  a  term  of  three  years, 
and  re-elected,  serving  from  1868  to  1875,  with 
credit  to  himself  and  satisfaction  to  his  constitu- 
ents. Later  he  was  made  Township  Treasurer, 
holding  this  office  six  years,  and  was  subsequently 
elected  a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  being  the  incumbent 
of  this  office  sixteen  years.  In  the  spring  of  1887 
he  was  elected  Township  Supervisor,  and  re-elected 


in  the  spring  of  1888.  In  addition  to  his  farming 
operations  he  has  been  largely  engaged  in  the  buy- 
ing and  shipping  of  grain.  Mrs.  Freeman  is  a  lady 
greatly  respected  in  her  community,  and  a  member 
in  good  standing  of  the  Baptist  Church. 

The  wife  of  our  subject  was  the  youngest  of 
seven  cliildren,  and  her  father  spent  his  last  years 
in  the  Empire  State.  The  mother  is  still  living  at 
the  old  homestead  in  Milo,  being  cared  for  by  her 
daughter  Janet.  One  brother,  Aaron,  died  in  in- 
fancy; Catherine  E.  became  the  wife  of  William  P. 
Capell,  a  native  of  Yates  County,  N.  Y.,  and  died 
in  Milo  in  1882;  Angeline  married  John  E.  Harris, 
and  died  in  the  year  1874;  Carlton  is  carrying 
on  a  grain  business  at  Wall  Lake,  Iowa;  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Caroline  Trowbridge,  who  died  in  Deca- 
tur, Mich.  His  second  wife  was  Miss  Cora  Bugbee, 
a  native  of  this  State.  Minerva  married  Archibald 
Thayer,  of  Milo,  N.  Y.,  and  resides  in   that  place. 

—^ -^^-^ "-^ 


^/  OHN  CULOW.  The  subject  of  this  sketch 
is  one  of  the  most  thrifty  German  farmers 
of  Elowerfield,  the  record  of  whose  life  is  in 
l^^^  its  main  points  as  follows:  He  was  born  in 
the  Grand  Duchy  of  Mecklenburg,  in  1826,  where 
he  spent  his  boyhood  and  youth  and  was  reared  to 
man's  estate,  receiving  a  practical  education  in  his 
native  tongue.  While  still  a  youth  he  learned  the 
trade  of  tailor,  which  he  followed  until  coming  to 
the  Laiited  States  in  1857.  His  first  experience  as 
a  farmer  in  the  New  World  was  upon  the  soil  of 
Michigan,  he  coming  directly  to  this  county  and 
locating  in  the  vicinity  of  Centreville.  Here  he 
was  employed  by  the  month  for  one  Mr.  Patchen, 
and  later  operated  the  farm  of  the  latter  on  shares 
a  period  of  five  years,  and  until  1863.  In  the  fall 
of  that  year  he  made  his  first  purchase  of  forty 
acres,  and  the  spring  following  purchased  another 
forty  acres  adjoining  the  first.  In  the  fall  follow- 
ing he  added  to  his  real  estate  by  the  purchase  of 
120  acres  in  Elowerfield  Township.  In  1876  he 
sold  this  to  his  son-in-law.  He  has  been  abundantly 
prospered,  and  is  numbered  among  the  well-to-do 
citizens  of  the  county. 

Mr.  Culow  was  married  in  White  Pigeon,  April 
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17,  1857,  to  Miss  Sophia  Timm.  This  lady  was 
also  a  native  of  Germany,  and  born  in  1829.  She 
is  the  daughter  of  Lewis  and  Hattie  Timm,  and  of 
her  union  with  our  subject  there  have  been  born 
four  children,  of  whom  but  three  are  living.  The 
elder  daughter,  Elizabeth,  is  the  wife  of  Christo- 
pher Timm,  a  well-to-do  farmer  of  Flower  field 
Township;  Lydia,  Mrs.  Thomas  Holmes,  is  a  resi- 
dent of  Marcellus,  her  husband  being  a  popular 
salesman  in  a  dry-goods  house.  Their  only  son, 
Charles,  remains  at  home  with  his  father;  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Henrietta,  daughter  of  Henry  Cooper, 
of  Flowerfield,  and  they  have  three  children — 
Myrtle,  John  and  Elsie. 

Mr.  Culow  is  one  of  the  most  reliable  members 
of  the  Republican  party,  a  man  in  favor  of  the  en- 
forcement of  law  and  order,  and  willing  to  give 
his  support  to  the  measures  calculated  to  advance 
the  people.  As  a  farmer  he  has  attained  a  fine 
reputation  for  thoroughness  and  skill,  and  stands 
second  to  none,  both  as  connected  with  his  vocation 
and  as  a  member  of  the  community.  He  and  his 
excellent  wife  are  members  in  good  standing  of  the 
Evangelist  Church,  and  the  family  is  held  in  the 
highest  respect  in  the  township,  vdiere  they  have 
made  for  themselves  a  good  record. 
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Sf  OHN  G .  NORTHRUP,  widely  and  favorably 
known  throughout  Flowerfield  and  vicinity, 
came  with  his  stepfather,  Joseph  Noyes,  to 
Manchester,  Washtenaw  Co.,  Mich.,  when 
a^little  lad  six  years  of  age,  from  Genesee  County, 
N.  Y.,  where  he  was  born  Oct.  17,  1829.  He  was 
reared  to  manhood  in  this  county  and  acquired  his 
education  in  the  common  schools  of  Flowerfield 
Township.  The  family  removed  to  the  village 
about  1836,  where  Mr.  Noyes  carried  on  black- 
smithing. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  wer>  Samuel  and 
Sarah  (Hicks)  Northrup,  the  latter  of  whom 
died  when  over  sixty  years  of  age.  The  father 
was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and  upon  first  com- 
ing to  Michigan  lived  in  different  parts  of  the 
cotinty,  employing  himself  at  whatever  he  could 
find  to  do  in  order  to  gain  a  foothold.     Our  sub- 


ject in  the  fall  of  1854  took  up  eighty  acres  of 
Government  land  in  Flowerfield  Township.  He 
was  married,  Aug.  23,  1857,  to  Miss  Maria  J.  Fonda. 
This  lady  was  born  in  Rome,  N.  Y.,  Dec.  6, 
1841,  and  in  1847  came  with  her  parents  to  this 
county,  they  settling  in  Fabius  Township.  Her 
father,  Jacob  L.  Fonda,  was  also  a  native  of  New 
York  State.  He  was  a  farmer  by  occupation. 
He  died  in  Fabius  Township  in  1860,  at  the  age 
of  fifty-nine  years,  five  months  and  ten  days.  The 
mother,  Mrs.  Nellie  Ann  (Van  Patton)  Fonda, 
died  at  the  homestead  in  Fabius  Township,  Dec. 
5,  1886,  at  the  advanced  age  of  seventy-nine  years 
and  nine  months.  She  was  a  member  of  the  Bap- 
tist Church. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Northrup  began  their  wedded  life 
in  Flowerfield  Township,  and  of  their  union  there 
was  born  a  familj^  of  fourteen  children,  ten  of 
whom  are  still  living  and  residents  mostly  of 
Michigan.  Three  of  the  deceased  died  in  infancy. 
Lydia  Ann  was  married,  June  30,  1888,  to  Mr. 
George  Hardy,  and  they  are  living  on  a  farm  in 
Marcellus  Township;  Sarah  J.  is  the  wife  of  Emery 
Swinehart,  and  they  live  in  Marcellus  Township; 
Charles  A.,  a  promising  young  man  nearly  twenty- 
four  years  of  age,  makes  his  home  at  Flatbush; 
Mary  L.  is  the  wife  of  Jackson  Romick,  of  Marcel- 
lus; Oscar  F.,  Florence,  Blanche,  Clifford,  John 
and  Freddie,  are  all  at  home  with  their  parents. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Northrup  have  had  a  full  experience 
of  pioneer  life,  Flowerfield  at  the  time  of  their 
coming  here  giving  little  evidence  of  its  present 
importance,  being  only  a  station  from  which  to  ob- 
tain supplies.  Mr.  Northrup  has  signalized  him- 
self as  a  thrifty  and  useful  citizen,  one  held  in  due 
respect  among  his  neighbors. 
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The  spring  of  1854  found 
sketch  establishing  his 
•esidence  on  section  16  in  Flowerfield  Town- 
ship, where  he  had  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land, 
twenty  acres  of  which  had  been  broken  and  upon 
which  stood  a  log  house.  He  had  purchased  this 
property  of  William  Whited,  and  at  once  pcoceeded 
with  its  further  improvement.     He  was  prospered 


a. 


t 


■*•►*- 8 --^i^ 


472 


ST.  JOSEPH  COUNTY. 


in  his  labors,  bringing  this  farm  to  a  good  state  of 
cultivation,  erecting  the  necessary  buildings,  and  in 
due  time  adding  to  his  possessions  until  he  became 
the  owner  of  480  acres,  nearly  the  whole  of  which 
has  been  brought  to  a  good  state  of  cultivation. 
It  is  located  about  one  and  three-fourths  miles  from 
Howardsville,  and  constitutes  one  of  the  most  desir- 
able estates  in  the  county.  The  Bliss  family  has 
become  widely  and  favorably  known  throughout 
this  region  as  the  synonym  of  all  that  is  substantial 
and  the  exponent  of  the  best  element  of  the  civili- 
zation of  the  present  day. 

A  native  of  Ontario  County,  N.  Y.,  Isaac  G. 
Bliss  was  born  in  the  town  of  Bristol,  in  1823, 
and  grew  to  manhood  in  his  native  State,  acquiring 
a  common-school  education.  He  was  at  an  early 
age  made  familiar  with  the  various  employments  of 
farm  life,  and  thus  upon  coming  to  the  new  State  of 
Michigan  was  fairly  well  fitted  to  enter  upon  the 
duties  before  him.  He  had  been  married  in  his 
native  county  to  Miss  Louisa  Pixley,  who  lived  to 
be  only  a  little  over  thirty  years  of  age,  her  death 
taking  place  at  their  home  in  Flower-field  Township 
about  1867.  Mr.  Bliss,  on  the  7th  of  June,  18G8, 
contracted  a  second  marriage,  with  Miss  Margaret 
Huber.  This  lady  was  born  Nov.  29,  1852,  in 
Pennsylvania,  and  was  brought  by  her  parents  when 
an  infant^  to  Michigan.  The  latter,  George  and 
Fanny  (Rigle)  Huber,  were  natives  of  Pennsylvania 
and  the  father  a  farmer  by  occupation.  He  died 
in  Marcellus,  this  State,  at  the  age  of  fifty- four 
years.  The  mother  is  still  living  there,  being  aged 
about  sixty-two.  Mrs.  Bliss  has  five  brothers  and 
two  sisters.  The  eldest  brother.  Nelson,  is  a  farmer 
in  Marcellus  Township;  Loren  lives  in  Otsego,  this 
State;  Alfred,  Kersy  and  William  are  also  residents 
of  Marcellus  Township,  the  latter  making  his  home 
with  his  mother  and  occupying  himself  as  a  teacher; 
Lucy  is  the  wife  of  Ransom  Butler,  and  they  live  in 
Wexford  County  on  a  farm;  Mary  is  the  wife  of 
Benjamin  Van  Valkenburg,  and  they  live  in  the 
village  of  Marcellus.  One  brother,  John,  died  in 
Marcellus  when  thirty-three  years  of  age. 

There  were  also  five  brothers  of  the  Bliss  family. 

Joseph,  the  eldest,  was  farming  in  Texas^when  last 

heard  from;  Isaac,  our  subject,  is  the  next  in  order 

of  birth;   Joshua    is    married    and    lives  at    Tona- 

^^ 


wanda,  N.  Y. ;  John  died  at  the  home  of  our  subject 
in  Flowerfield,  at  the  age  of  fifty-six  years.  One 
sister,  Zilpha,  is  the  wife  of  Andrew  Conklin,  and 
lives  in  Van  Buren  County,  this  State;  Jenett,  the 
wife  of  Anson  Owen,  is  a  resident  of  Canada.  The 
brothers  deceased  are:  Otis,  who  died  when  an 
infant,  and  Seth,  who  died  in  Buffalo  at  the  age  of 
fifty-ei^ht  years. 

To  Mr.  Bliss  and  his  first  wife  there  were  born  a 
fine  family  of  five  children  :  Hiram  O.  married  Belle 
Hull,  is  a  resident  of  Three  Rivers,  and  a  practicing 
attorney  and  insurance  man;  Grant  is  married  and 
carrying  on  farming  near  the  homestead,  of  his  father 
in  Flowerfield  Township;  Ruth  Alice  died  when 
about  three  years  of  age  and  Phebe  Elsie  at  the  age  of 
four;  William  died  when  a  little  child  of  two.  The 
mother  of  these  children  died  at  the  homestead  in 
Flowerfield  Township,  in  1867.  Of  the  second  mar- 
riage of  our  subject  there  were  born  four  children — 
Nellie,  Ada,  Bertha  and  Earl.  Nellie  was  born 
Sept.  6,  1870,  married  Wesley  Guthrie,  and  died  at 
her  father's  home,  June  28,  1888,  at  the  early  age 
of  seventeen  years,  nine  months  and  twenty-eight 
years.  Ada  was  born  July  8,  1874;  Bertha,  March 
28,  1878;  p:arl.  May  6,  1879. 

In  politics  Mr.  Bliss  is  a  stanch  Republican. 


JAMES  THORNTON,  a  dealer  in   grain,  has 
long  been  intimately  connected  with  the  pros- 
perity of  Sturgis  as  one  of  its  foremost  busi- 
ness  men.     He  is  a  native  of   Lake  County, 

Ohio,  where  his  birth  occurred  Feb.  15, '1826.  He 
comes  of  sturdy  New  England  stock,  and  from  his 
ancestry  inherited  those  traits  whereby  he  has  made 
life  a  success.  His  father,  Mathew  T.  Thornton, 
was  a  native  of  New  Hampshire,  and  an  early  set- 
tler of  Lake  County,  Ohio.  Thence  he  brought  his 
family  to  Jackson  County,  Mich.,  in  1838,  and 
settled  in  Pulaski  Township  as  one  of  its  pioneers. 
In  those  early  days  the  country  roundabout  was 
mostly  wild  and  unsettled,  as  our  subject,  then  a 
bright,  observing  lad  of  twelve  years,  well  recol- 
lects. A  few  Indians  still  lingered,  and  used  to 
come  to  his  father's  house  to  beg  or  trade.  Wild 
animals  were   plentiful,  and  our  subject  remembers 
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having  seen  droves  of  as  many  as  ten  or  fifteen  deer 
at  different  times.  Hillsdale  was  at  that  time  but 
a  feeble  settlement,  and  the  only  railroad  in  the 
State  was  the  primitive  one  of  wooden  strapped 
rails,  with  cars  drawn  by  horses,  wdiieh  connected 
Adrian  and  Toledo. 

He  of  whom  we  write  gleaned  his  education  in  a 
subscription  school  that  was  conducted  in  a  log 
cabin,  which  was  provided  with  slab  benches  for 
seats,  and  had  a  huge  fireplace  across  one  end  of  the 
building,  the  chimney  being  of  sticks  and  clay,  and 
the  roof  of  clapboards.  After  he  became  of  age 
our  subject  engaged  in  farming  until  1853,  when 
he  followed  the  gold  seekers  to  California,  going 
b}'  the  Panama  route.  He  mined  for  gold  until  the 
fall  of  1854,  when  he  came  back  to  Jackson,  Mich. 
In  the  spring  of  1855  he  traveled  through  Illinois, 
and  then  returning  to  Michigan,  embarked  in  the 
lumber  business  at  Otsego,  continuing  in  that  line 
until  October,  1856.  Then,  after  a  visit  in  Jack- 
son, he  came  to  Sturgis  and  opened  a  small  grocery 
store  in  an  old  wooden  building  on  the  northwest 
corner  of  Chicago  and  Nottawa  streets.  He  carried 
on  the  grocery  business  until  the  spring  of  1864, 
when  he  sold  out  in  order  to  cross  the  plains  to 
Montana,  to  prospect  awhile.  He  returned  in  the 
fall  of  that  year,  and  established  himself  in  the  grain 
business  in  this  place.  The  following  winter  he 
w^ent  to  Iowa  to  engage  in  buying  and  feeding 
stock  at  Wilton  Junction,  and  closing  out  his 
stock  business  in  June,  1865,  he  once  more  came 
back  to  Sturgis,  and  resumed  his  dealings  in  grain 
at  the  old  stand,  and  has  ever  since  been  profitably 
engaged  in  it,  carrying  on  a  large  business.  He 
owns  five-sevenths  of  the  brick  block  on  the  corner 
where  he  now  has  his  headquarters,  it  being  on  the 
same  ground  wdiere  he  first  began  business  here 
more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago.  The  build- 
ing is  three  stories  in  height,  33x75  feet  in  dimen- 
sions, and  contains  a  store,  meat-market,  the  print- 
ing-office of  the  Journal,  and  a  commodious  hall 
in  the  third  story. 

Mr.  Thornton  has  been  twice  married.  His  first 
marriage  was  to  Miss  Julia  Jones,  a  daughter  o^ 
Horace  Jones,  of  Mendon  Township,  the  date  of 
their  wedding  being  Oct.  16,  1860.  Of  the  two 
children  born  of  that  union  but  one,  Hattie,  is  now 


living.  Mrs.  Thornton  died  in  1872.  Mr.  Thorn- 
ton's marriage  to  his  present  wife  took  place  in  the 
fall  of  1873.  Mrs.  Thornton's  maiden  name  was 
Melvina  Wing,  and  she  was  born  in  the  State  of 
New  York.  Her  father  was  Jason  Wing.  Mrs. 
Thornton  is  a  zealous  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  works  earnestly  for  the  good 
of  the  cause. 

Mr.  Thornton  has  always  been  an  active,  wide- 
awake man,  and  has  had  an  extended  and  varied  ex- 
perience in  life.  In  all  his  business  transactions  he 
has  conducted  himself  with  the  same  honesty  and 
probity  that  long  ago  gained  him  the  trust  and  re- 
spect of  all  with  whom  he  came  in  contact.  He  is 
a  valued  member  of  this  communit}^,  and  through 
his  enterprise  has  added  to  its  material  wealth.  He 
takes  a  genuine  interest  in  the  welfare  of  his  adopted 
town,  and  is  active  in  promoting  the  various  meas- 
ures for  its  advancement,  freely  using  his  influence 
and  money  for  that.purpose.  In  him  the  Repub- 
lican party  of  this  locality  finds  one  of  its  most  use- 
ful members. 

>-^* 


REDERICK  WOODS.  This  venerable  pio- 
neer of  Michigan  Territory  came  to  what 
was  then  the  Far  West  as  early  as  1 833,  at  a 
time  when  the  deer  were  roaming  plentifullj^  over 
the  country  and  the  Indian  still  hovered  around 
the  place  from  which  the  smoke  of  his  wigwam  had 
not  long  since  departed.  It  is  over  fiftj^-five  years 
since  Mr.  VYoods  took  up  his  abode  in  this  county 
of  which  he  has  since  been  a  resident.  He  is  now 
well  advanced  in  years  and  has  had  an  experience 
which,  if  properly  related,  would  fill  a  good-sized 
volume.  In  his  prime  he  was  more  than  ordinarily 
active  and  industrious,  and  met  with  success  in  his 
labors  of  subduing  the  soil  and  building  up  a 
homestead.  He  was  at  one  time  the  owner  of  208 
acres  of  land;  he  now  has  172  acres, but  every  foot 
of  this  is  in  productive  condition  and  fully  adapted 
to  the  rich  crops  of  this  section  of  country.  It  is 
located  in  Mottville  Township  and  forms  one  of 
the  old  landmarks  which  will  endure  long  after  its 
builder  has  been  gathered  to  his  fathers. 

Our  subject  is  of  old  New  England  ancestry,  and 
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was  born  in  Merrimack  County,  N.H.,  Sept.  10, 1806. 
His  parents  were  William  L.  and  Betsey  (Dutton) 
Woods,  also  natives  of  the  Old  Granite  State,  the 
father  born  Jan.  7,  1776,  and  died  March  29, 1847. 
His  wife,  Betsey,  was  born  April  11,  1783,  and  died 
at  the  age  of  sixtj^-six  years.  They  had  a  family 
of  ten  children,  the  record  of  whose  births  is  as 
follows:  That  of  Frederick,  our  subject,  is  already 
given;  Maria  W.  was  born  Jan.  21,  1808;  Dutton, 
Oct.  19,  1809:  Fidelia,  Dec.  1,  1811;  Jeanette, 
Oct.  12,  1814;  Lovillia,  June  26,  1816;  Julia  A., 
Oct.  1,  1818;  Benjamin  F.,  Aug.  8,  1820;  Will- 
lam  D.  D.,  Jan.  17,  1823;  George  A.,  July  29, 
1826.  Maria,  Dutton,  Jeanette  and  Julia  are  de- 
ceased. Fidelia  is  a  resident  of  Port  Hope,  Can- 
ada; Lovillia  resides  in  New  Hampshire,  and  also 
George. 

The  father  of  our  subject  during  the  latter  years 
of  his  life  was  a  stanch  Republican,  and  a  regular 
attendant  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  Inoccupa- 
tion he  was  a  clothier  and  miller  combined.  The 
mother  belonged  to  the  Baptist  Church.  Frederick, 
our  subject,  attended  the  common  schools  of  his 
native  State  during  his  boyhood  and  was  also  em- 
ployed on  the  farm.  With  the  exception  of  four 
years  spent  in  a  factory,  this  has  been  his  life  occu- 
pation. His  attention  was  attracted  to  the  Great 
West  in  1833,  at  a  time  when  there  were  three  In- 
dians to  one  white  man  in  Michigan  Territory. 
This  was  about  the  time  of  the  close  of  the  Black 
Hawk  War,  and  although  various  wanderers  of  the 
different  tribes  passed  through  this  county  after 
Mr.  Woods  had  settled  here,  he  never  experienced 
any  trouble  with  any  of  them. 

Shortly  after  his  arrival  in  the  county  Mr.  Woods 
took  up  forty-seven  acres  of  land,  and  his  career 
was  one  eminentl}^  successful  from  that  time.  Ten 
3^ears  later  found  him  the  owner  of  280  acres, 
which  even  at  that  time  was  considered  valuable. 
As  a  young  man,  he  was  fond  of  woodland  sports; 
was  an  expert  with  his  rifle  and  brought  down  many 
a  deer  which  pulled  the  scales  at  150  pounds.  At 
one  time  upon  a  wager  he  drove  fifty  deer  to  an 
island,  and  in  one  week  he  had  killed  six  big  fel- 
lows, winning  the  wager.  His  experience  was  sim- 
ilar to  that  of  the  other  early  settlers  of  this 
county,  and  he  displa^^ed  in  a  marked  degree  their 
■^  


sturdy  perseverance,  never  admitting  any  such 
word  as  ''fail,"  and  closely  clinging  to  his  first  de- 
termination to  stay  *'  and  grow  up  with  the  coun- 
try." Like  his  father  before  him,  his  later  years 
have  been  signalized  by  a  close  adherence  to  Re- 
publican principles.  He  has  never  been  identified 
with  any  religious  organization,  but  has  always 
been  careful  and  conscientious  in  his  walk  and  con- 
versation, aiming  at  all  times  to  do  what  is  right. 

The  ancestral  historj^  of  the  Woods  family  is  one 
of  more  than  ordinary  interest,  and  from  David  P. 
Perkins,  of  Manchester,  N.  H.,  our  subject  ob- 
tained the  earlier  records  which  we  herewith  sub- 
mit. Samuel  Woods  was  the  original  proprietor 
of  the  town  of  Groton,  Mass.,  where  he  settled 
prior  to  his  marriage  about  the  year  1662.  He  is 
supposed  to  have  been  the  ancestor  of  all  of  that 
name  in  Groton  and  the  adjoining  towns.  The 
town  as  laid  out  originally  was  eight  miles  square. 
Fie  owned  an  11 -acre  right  which  entitled  him 
and  each  of  the  other  original  proprietors  to  an 
equal  division  of  the  common  lands  of  the  town- 
ship in  proportion  to  the  number  of  acre  rights 
which  they  severally  owned.  His  residence  lot  was 
situated  a  little  south  of  the  Lawrence  Academy. 

To  Samuel  Woods  and  Alice,  his  wife,  there  were 
born    the    children    named    as    follows:      Thomas, 
March    9,    1663;    Ebzabeth,   Sept.    17,    1665;    Na- 
thaniel, March  27,  1667;  Mary,  Aug.  2,  1670;  Abi- 
gail, Aug.  19,  1672 ;  Hannah,  July   18,    1674.     To 
Nathaniel  Woods  and  Alice,  his  wife,  there   were 
born:  Nathaniel, Oct.    19,    1694;  Daniel,   Aug.  10, 
1696;  John,  March  4,  1698;    Isaac,  Feb.  20,  1699 
Bathsheba,  April  5,  1702;  Hannah,  March  16,  1704 
Phebe,    Feb.    13,    1705;    Aaron,    May    26,    1707 
Moses,    July    6,    1709;    Reuben,  April  11,    1711 
Phebe,  March  13,  1713;  Jonathan,  June  4,  1716. 

John  Woods  married  Sarah  Longley,  June  3, 
1725,  and  his  offspring  were:  Sarah,  born  May  6, 
1726;  John,  Aug.  27,  1728  (this  one  only  living 
four  days);  Susanna,  May  5,  1730;  Alice,  May  30, 
1732;  Lucy,  May  18,  1735;  John,  Aug.  1,  1737; 
Benjamin,  Oct.  13,  1739;  Abigail,  Jan.  21,  1745; 
David,  Dec.  31,  1746. 

David  Woods  married  Deborah  Swallow,  and  to 
them  were  born  David,  April  25,  1771;  married 
Miss  Brooks,  and  died   Oct.    19,  1848.     Deborah" 
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Mrs.  McClure,  was  born  Oct.  5,  1772,  and  died 
Aug.  18,  1853;  Sarah,  Mrs.  Barron,  was  born  May 
11,  1774,  and  died  April  16,  1825;  William  L., 
born  Jan.  7,  1776,  married  Betsey  Dutton,and  died 
March  29,  1846:  Ezra,  born  Jan.  12,  1778,  married 
Miss  Lyon,  and  died  Nov.  6,  1866:  Warren,  born 
March  12,  1780,  married  Deborah  Brooks,  and  died 
June  22,  1866;  Silas  was  born  Nov.  23,  1781,  and 
was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Little  Rock,  Canada 
West,  April  27,  1813,  unmarried:  Emerson  was 
born  March  21,  1783,  married  Miss  Richardson,and 
died  July  10,  1862;  Charlotte,  Mrs.  Isaac  Farley, 
born  Aug.  25,  1785,  and  died  Dec.  2,  1856;  Ziba 
was  born  Feb.  22,  1787,  married  Harriet  M.  Smith, 
and  died  Aug  4,  1869:  Imri  was  born  June  14, 
1789,  married  Hannah  Patterson,  and  died  Feb.  10, 
1869.  The  wife  of  Uncle  Ziba  was  the  grand-niece 
of  the  celebrated  Ethan  Allen. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  died 
about  the  year  1790,  and  his  widow  subsequently 
married  an  Eastman,  and  moved  to  Hollis,  N.  H., 
where  she  died.  After  their  father's  death  the 
children  separated  and  provided  for  themselves  as 
best  they  could.  William  L.,  Ezra,  Warren,  Em- 
erson and  Imri  lived  and  died  in  New  Hampshire. 
David  died  in  Ohio;  Deborah  and  Sarah  in  Ver- 
mont; Charlotte  in  New  Hampshire:  Ziba  in  Illi- 
nois. 

Philindia  Fowler  was  born  March  22,  1803,  and 
married  to  Frederick  Woods  April  22,  1833:  she 
died  March  2,  1843.  Mr.  Woods  then  was  married  to 
Mrs.  Lucy  Stuart,  Jan.  30, 1 844.  Mrs.  Lucy  Woods 
died  Nov.  7,  1859,  at  the  age  of  fifty-seven  years 
and  eight  months.  Jeanette  died  March  10,  1847; 
William  L.  died  March  29,  1847.  Mr.  Woods  was 
a  third  time  married,  to  Miss  Caroline  A.  Vankirk, 
July  18,  1860.     She  was  born  July  14,  1835. 
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\t^  ANIEL  B.   BLUE   has  been  a    prominent 
figure  in  the  growth  and  development  of 
Mottville  Township,  and  there  is  in  con- 
nection with  his  life  and   character  a  rec- 
ord of  more  than  ordinary  interest.     A  native  of 
Northumberland  County,  Pa.,  he  was  born  April  7, 
1840,  and  leaving  that  region  in  his  childhood  came 


to  this  county  with  his  parents,  they  locating  on  a 
tract  of  Government  land  near  the  present  site  of 
Three  Rivers.  It  will  readily  be  guessed  that  his 
parents  were  of  more  than  ordinary  intelligence 
when  we  find  that  he  was  given  a  first-class  educa- 
tion, completing  his  studies  in  Hillsdale  College. 

About  this  time  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War 
called  forth  the  best  elements  of  patriotism  in  the 
country,  and  young  Blue  was  among  the  first  of 
those  who  signalized  their  desire  to  have  a  hand  in 
the  preservation  of  the  Union.  His  hopes,  how- 
ever, were  doomed  to  disappointment,  as  being  a 
non-resident  of  Hillsdale  he  was  not  accepted  as  a 
volunteer.  He  consequently  remained  at  the  home- 
stead, and  in  due  time  was  married.  He  and  his 
young  wife  commenced  the  journey  of  life  together 
on  the  old  farm  which  he  still  occupies,  and  which 
remained  the  hon^e  of  his  honored  parents  until 
they  departed  hence. 

Isaac  Blue,  the  father  of  our  subject,  and  a  na- 
tive of  Pennsylvania,  was  born  May  5,  1809.  Dur- 
ing the  years  of  his  early  manhood  he  evinced  more 
than  ordinary  skill  as  a  mechanic,  and  his  services 
were  much  in  demand.     He  w^as  equally  as  good   a 
farmer,  and  spent  the  closing  years  of   his  life   en- 
gaged in  agricultural  pursuits.     He  was  called  from 
his  earthly  labors  April  5,  1875.     He  was  an  influ- 
ential member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  in  which 
he  had  held  all  the  oflSces  and  contributed  liberally 
to  its  support.     His  wife,  Catherine  Bellmyer,  was 
born  in  Montour  County,  Pa.,  in  November,  1812, 
and  they  were  married  in   1836.     They   remained 
in  their  native  State  until  after  the  birth  of  their 
six  children.     The  record  of  these  is   as    follows: 
Miss  Ellie  Blue  became  the  wife  of  Frank  Wilson, 
real-estate  dealer  of   Faribault,    Minn.,    and   they 
have  two  children;  Margaret  married  Horace  Rey- 
nolds, who  operates  a  vegetable  farm  of  forty  acres 
in  the  vicinity  of  Golden  City,  Col.,  and  they  also 
have  two  children;  Daniel  B.,  our  subject,  was  the 
third  child;  John  B..   the  youngest  son,  married 
Miss  Jennie  Boudman;  they  reside  in  Constantine 
Towmship  and  have   three  children,  all  daughters. 
When  the  parents  first  located  in  this  county  the 
Indians  were  still  roaming  over   the   country,   and 
on  his  wfly  to  school  Daniel  B.   often  encountered 
deer  and  bears,  which  fled  at  his  approach.     They 
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sojourned  on  the  land  wliicli  tbey  first  purchased  a 
period  of  seven  years,  then  purchased  a  partially 
improved  farm  of  112  acres,  eighty  of  this  being  in 
timber.  In  due  time  there  were  added  thirty -two 
acres,  and  in  1862  seven t}^  acres.  This  land  is  all 
in  one  body,  and  makes  one  of  the  finest  estates  in 
the  county. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  after  the  marriage  of 
their  sons  removed  from  the  farm  to  White  Pigeon, 
where  they  remained  until  the  death  of  the  mother, 
which  occurred  Oct.  11,  1879.  She  was  a  member 
in  good  standing  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  The 
father  then  lived  around  among  his  children,  and 
spent  considerable  time  in  traA^eling.  His  death 
•occurred  in  Constantine  Township  on  the  old  home- 
stead, April  3,  1885,  when  he  w^as  nearly  seventy- 
six  years  of  age.  He  was  a  man  universally  re- 
spected by  all  who  knew  him,  and  an  expert  hunter. 
Daniel  B.  excels  in  the  use  of  the  rod  and  line. 

Our  subject  upon  emerging  from  the  district 
school  took  a  course  of  study  at  Hillsdale  College, 
and  afterward  was  for  a  number  of  terms  engaged 
as  a  teacher.  On  the  22d  day  of  October,  1867,  he 
was  married  to  Miss  Kittie  L.  Laverty,  of  Constan- 
tine Township,  and  in  due  time  there  were  gathered 
around  their  hearthstone  seven  children,  all  of 
whom  are  living  and  at  home  with  tlieir  parents. 
Their  eldest  son,  Charles  T.,  was  born  in  Mottville 
Township,  March  13,  1869,  and  in  1887  was  grad- 
uated from  the  AYliite  Pigeon  school;  he  is  now  one 
of  the  most  popular  teachers  of  the  county.  Mattie 
was  born  Aug.  14,  1871,  and  is  pursuing  her  studies 
in  the  above-named  school,  being  one  of  its  bright- 
est lights;  Harry  was  born  Oct.  20,  1873,  and  is 
also  attending  school  at  White  Pigeon;  Minnie 
May  was  born  May  22,  1877,  and  is  pursuing  her 
studies  in  the  district  school;  Frank  was  born  May 
9,  1879,  and  Katie  M.  Sept.  23,  1882;  they  are  at- 
tending the  district  school.  John  J.  w^as  born  Feb. 
25,  1885,  and  remains  the  babj^  of  the  family.  Mr. 
Blue,  politically,  is  a  decided  Republican,  and  al- 
though no  office-seeker,  keeps  himself  well  posted 
upon  current  events,  and  gives  his  support  to  the 
projects  calculated  to  advance  the  interests  of  his 
party. 

In  the  spring  of  1880   Mr.  Blue   purchased   213 
acres  of  land,  which  he  now  occupies,  it  being  the 
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old  homestead.  This  farm  is  all  under  a  high  state 
of  cultivation,  supplied  with  substantial  and  con- 
venient buildings,  neatly  enclosed  and  crossed 
fenced,  and  having  all  the  other  essentials  necessary 
to  the  modern  rural  estate.  Politically,  he  affiliates 
with  the  Republican  party,  and  with  his  excellent 
wife,  is  a  regular  attendant  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  to  the  support  of  which  they  contribute 
liberally. 


y^lLLIAM  BEARD,  Under  Sherifl^  of  St.  Jo- 
seph County,  and  a  man  finely  adapted  to 

^J^'  his  responsible  position,  is  numbered  among 
the  prominent  men  of  Mendon  Village  and  vicinity. 
His  native  place  was  the  town  of  DeKalb,  St.  Law- 
rence Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  he  was  born  May  12,  1840. 
His  parents  were  John  and  Percis  (Pettengill) 
Beard,  who  were  natives  of  Vermont,  where  they 
were  reared  and  married. 

John  Beard  soon  after  his  marriage  left  Kew 
England  with  his  young  wife,  and  took  up  his  abode 
in  St.  Lawrence  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  carried 
on  farming  successfully  and  lived  to  be  seventy- 
eight  years  old,  his  death  taking  place  April  19. 
1875.  Leaving  the  Empire  State  in  1843  he  came 
to  Michigan,  locating  in  Waukesha  County,  where 
both  parents  spent  their  last  years.  The  mother 
survived  her  husband  until  1881,  passing  away 
when  eighty -four  years  old.  The  family  is  of 
Scotch  descent,  and  were  originally  numbered 
among  the  solid  element  of  New  England.  The 
father  was  successful  in  his  labors,  financially, 
and  accumulated  a  comfortable  property.  Their 
children,  twelve  in  number,  were  named  respect- 
ively: Caroline,  Adeline,  George,  Warren,  Samuel, 
Eveline  L.,  Louisa,  Holding,  Maria,  William,  Dex- 
ter and  Leveret. 

William  Beard  was  reared  a  farmer's  boy,  and 
completed  his  studies  in  the  district  school.  He 
came  to  Michigan  with  his  parents  in  1844,  and 
commenced  farming  on  a  tract  of  wild  land,  fol- 
lowing this  occupation  until  1878.  He  then  di- 
rected a  portion  of  his  capital  into  mercantile 
channels,  engaging  in  general  merchandising  at 
Leonidas,  f^nd  was  thus  occupied  a  period  of  nine 
years.     At  the  expiration  of  this  time,  selling  out. 
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he  made  arrangements  to  enter  upon  his  official 
career  as  Under  Sheriff  of  St.  Joseph  County.  In 
the  discharge  of  his  duties  he  has  made  some  dar- 
ing arrests,  and  proved  himself  a  courageous  and 
efficient  officer.  Politically,  he  affiliates  with  the 
Republican  party,  and  has  been  quite  prominent 
among  its  councils,  officiating  as  Chairman  of  the 
Republican  Club,  and  otherwise  working  in  the  in- 
terests of  his  party.  He  has  been  Township  Treas- 
urer two  years,  and  is  President  of  the  Driving 
Park  Association.  Socially,  he  belongs  to  the  Ma- 
sonic fraternity,  in  which  he  is  a  Senior  Warden, 
and  by  virtue  of  that  office  has  frequently  officiated 
in  the  Master's  Chair  in  the  absence  of  its  regular 
imcumbent.  He  is  a  great  admirer  of  the  princi- 
ples of  Masonry,  and  during  his  twenty-tAvo  years' 
association  with  the  fraternity  has  fully  acquainted 
himself  with  its  designs  and  labors,  finding  them 
nothing  but  good.  He  is  also  a  K.  of  P.,  and  a 
member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  In  the  latter  he  has  oc- 
cupied the  various  offices  of  his  lodge. 

Miss  Lydia  Nichols  became  the  wife  of  our  sub- 
ject in  1868,  and  of  this  marriage  there  were  no 
children.  Within  the  last  year  Mr.  Beard  has 
erected  a  fine  cottage  in  the  eastern  part  of  town, 
with  a  good  barn  and  other  conveniences,  the  whole 
forming  a  snug  home  for  some  fortunate  family. 
In  Mecosta  County  he  has  320  acres  of  good  land, 
improved  with  the  necessary  buildings,  and  op- 
erated by  I.  W.  Ferris. 

EVI  J.  KNAUSS,  the  leading  harness  and 
turf  goods  manufacturer  of  Mendon  Village, 
deserves  no  unimportant  notice  in  a  work  of 
this  kind.  Fie  carries  on  quite  an  extensive  busi- 
ness, being  not  only  a  manufacturer  of,  but  a  dealer 
in  all  kinds  of  road  vehicles,  besides  their  locomo- 
tive power — horses.  His  establishment  is  located 
on  the  south  side  of  Main  street,  and  he  enjoys  the 
patronage  of  the  best  element  of  St.  Joseph  County. 
Of  excellent  Pennsylvania  stock,  our  subject  was 
born  in  Northampton  County,  that  State,  Feb.  *  27, 
1851,  and  is  thus  a  man  in  the  prime  of  life.  He 
was  reared  on  a  farm  until  a  lad  of  fourteen  years, 
then  with  the  natural  desire  of  youth  for   change. 


repaired  to  the  town  of  Bath  and  commenced  an 
apprenticeship  at  the  trade  of  a  harness-maker,  serv- 
ing three  years.  At  the  expiration  of  this  time  he 
journeyed  eastward  to  Newark,  N.  J.,  where  he  was 
employed  as  a  journeyman  one  year.  He  now  de- 
cided to  visit  the  West,  and  accordingly  in  the 
spring  of  1869  came  to  Michigan. 

Mr.  Knauss  upon  coming  to  this  State  located 
first  at  Vicksburg,  Kalamazoo  County,  but  not  be- 
ing particularly  pleased  with  the  country  in  that 
section  made  his  way  to  Mendon,  this  county,  and 
worked  at  the  harness  trade  two  years.  He  had 
been  fortunate  in  saving  something  from  his  earn- 
ings, and  invested  his  little  capital  in  livery  stock, 
carrying  on  business  in  this  line  four  years.  Then 
selling  out  he  established  a  harness  business  at 
Colon,  where  he  operated  two  years.  Selling  out. 
there  also  he  returned  to  Mendon,  Oct.  2,  1877,  of 
which  he  has  since  been  a  resident. 

In  this  place  Mr.  Knauss  made  the  acquaintance 
of  the  lady  who  afterward  became  his  wife,  he  be- 
ing married,  Feb.  18^  1874,  to  Miss  Esther  Wool- 
ford.  Mrs.  Knauss  was  born  Nov.  1,  1855,  in 
Randolph  County,  Ind.,  and  is  the  daughter  of  John 
and  Mariah  (Gable)  Woolford,  who  were  both  na- 
tives of  Indiana,  and  are  now  living  in  Michigan. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  K.  are  the  parents  of  two  children: 
Nettie  B.,  born  April  3,  1876,  and  Anna  M.,  May 
29,  1883.  The  family  residence  is  pleasantly  lo- 
cated in  the  central  part  of  the  town,  and  its  in- 
mates number  many  friends  among  the  people  of 
this  vicinity. 

Mr.  Knauss  carries  about  $5,000  worth  of  stock, 
and  gives  employment  to  ten  men,  operating  the 
largest  shop  of  the  kind  in  St.  Joseph  County.  As 
a  harness-maker  he  has  few  equals,  and  has  manu- 
factured harness  worn  by  the  fastest  trotters  in  the 
LTnited  States,  among  them  "Roy  Wilks,"  who  shows 
a  record  of  2.12^.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  say 
that  these  fast  horses  require  the  finest  and  best 
made  harness,  both  for  safety  and  good  work.  The 
product  of  the  shop  of  Mr.  Knauss  finds  a  market 
all  over  the  United  States,  from  Maine  to  Califor- 
nia. Considering  the  fact  that  he  commenced  in 
life  a  poor  boy,  dependent  upon  his  own  exertions, 
his  career  has  been  one  remarkable  for  perseverance 
and    industry.      While   serving  his   time  without 
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compensation  from  his  employer,  he  was  obliged  to 
work  in  the  harvest  field  at  intervals  to  obtain  his 
clothing.  He  now  occupies  a  good  position  among 
his  fellow-citizens,  socially  and  financially.  He 
votes  the  straight  Democratic  ticket,  and  has  been 
a  member  of  the  City  Council  a  period  of  five 
years.  He  is  also  Secretary  of  the  Driving  Park 
Association,  in  which  position  he  has  served  three 
years. 

UILLIAM  B.  WYANDT.  Over  thirty  years 
ago,  in  the  spring  of   1856,  the  subject  of 

^^f^  this  sketch  Journeyed  from  his  native  State 
of  Pennsylvania  to  the  promising  young  common- 
wealth of  Michigan.  Like  most  of  his  brother  pio> 
neers,  his  pockets  were  not  filled  with  silver  and 
gold,  and  he  commenced  life  in  the  West  on  a 
modest  scale,  locating  on  a  tract  of  wild  land  on 
section  23  in  Flowerfield  Tow^nship.  Since  that 
time  he  has  mostly  been  a  resident  of  the  Wolverine 
State,  watching  its  growth  and  prosperity,  and  con- 
tributing his  industry  and  worthy  qualities  as  a 
citizen  to  her  development  and  reputation. 

Our  subject  is  the  offspring  of  substantial  stock, 
his  father,  John  Wyandt,  also  a  native  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, liaving  been  born  in  Union  County,  Jan.  oO, 
1799.  He  married  Miss  Julia  Ann  Barbin,  a  native 
of  the  same  county,  and  who  was  born  May  8, 
1801.  The  parents  accompanied  their  son  to  the 
West,  and  died  in  Flowerfield  Township,  this  county, 
the  mother  Oct.  8,  1876,  and  the  father  Jan.  30, 
1887.  The  household  circle  included  twelve  chil- 
dren, eight  of  whom  are  living.  Catherine  became 
the  wife  of  Samuel  Spiggelmyer,  and  isa  resident  of 
P'abius  Township;  John  chose  his  home  in  the  Buck- 
eye State,  and  is  now^  a  resident  of  Tuscarawas 
County;  Lewis  died  at  the  old  homestead,  Sept.  16, 
1883;  Polly  is  the  wife  of  David  Kline,  and  lives  in 
Flowerfield  Township;  Joseph  is  carrying  on  farm- 
ing in  Flowerfield  Township;  Elizabeth  is  the  wife 
of  Isaac  Smith,  a  well-to-do  farmer  of  Mottville 
Township;  Hannah  is  a  resident  of  Mottville  Town- 
ship, and  resides  with  her  brother-in-law,  Isaac 
Smith. 

William  B.  Wyandt  was  born  in  Decatur  Town- 
ship,   Miflain  Co.,   Pa.,    Dec.    24,   1828,    where  he 


developed  into  manhood  and  acquired  a  common- 
school  education.  In  the  meantime  he  learned  the 
trade  of  blacksmith,  which  he  foUow^ed  in  his  native 
State  until  coming  to  Michigan.  Although  after- 
ward working  at  his  trade  considerably,  he  was 
soon  seized  with  a  desire  for  farm  life,  but  not  until 
he  had  operated  for  a  time  as  a  blacksmith  in  Van 
Buren,  Lagrange  Co.,  Ind.  Thence  he  returned  to 
Michigan  in  the  fall  of  1865,  and  purchased  a  farm 
on  section  23  in  Flowerfield  Township,  where  he 
also  erected  a  shop,  which  he  conducted  in  con- 
nection with  agriculture,  and  which  proved  a  great 
convenience  to  both  himself  and  his  neighbors. 

In  the  spring  of  1878  Mr.  Wyandt  disposed  of 
his  property  in  this  county,  and  crossing  the  Mis- 
sissippi purchased  160  acres  of  land  in  Garfield 
Township,  Pawnee  Co.,  Kan.  Two  years  later, 
however,  he  came  back  to  Flowerfield  Township, 
and  in  the  spring  of  1880  purchased  his  present 
farm.  He  still  retains  his  Kansas  property.  In  the 
spring  of  1883  he  moved  to  the  old  homestead  on 
section  23,  where  he  has  since  resided.  Over  thirty- 
four  years  ago,  on  the  3d  of  August,  1854,  he  was 
married,  in  Snyder  County,  Pa.,  to  Miss  Judith 
Rauch.  This  lady  was  born  in  Middleburg,  Union 
County,  March  29,  1835,  and  is  the  daughter  of 
Henry  and  Rebecca  (Siep)  Rauch,  who  were  also 
natives  of  the  Keystone  State,  and  who  spent  their 
last  years  in  Pennsylvania. 

To  our  subject  and  his  excellent  wife  there  were 
born  six  children,  one  of  whom,  a  little  daughter, 
Lucina,  died  when  eleven  months  old.  The  eldest 
son,  John  IL,  was  born  Jan.  27,  1856,  and  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Jennie  Rand,  of  Minneapolis,  Minn. ; 
he  is  now  a  resident  of  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  and  is  oc- 
cupied as  a  railroad  engineer.  Mary  Ann  was  born 
Sept.  12,  1858,  and  married  Daniel  T.  Fox,  a  native 
of  St.  Joseph  County,  this  State,  and  the  son  of  the 
well-known  Charles  Fox;  they  are  living  in  Inde- 
pendence, Kan.,  where  Mr.  Fox  is  employed  as 
a  mason;  they  have  one  child,  Myrtle  Orrilla, 
born  Oct.  31,  1882.  Irven,  born  July  28,  1861, 
remains  at  home  with  his  parents;  Charles,  born 
June  28,  1864,  is  also  a  railroad  man,  making  his 
home  near  his  brother  in  St.  Paul;  P>ed  Loren  was 
born  Sept.  28,  1866,  and  is  now  at  home;  Lucina, 
born  May  29,  1870,  died  March  28.  1871. 
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During  the  progress  of  the  late  war  Mr.  Wyandt 
enlisted  as  a  Union  soldier  Sept.  3,  1864,  in  Com- 
pany A,  142d  Indiana  Infantry,  serving  until  the 
close  of  the  war,  doing  duty  mostly  in  Tennessee, 
and  being  mustered  out  at  Nashville,  June  28, 
1865.  Politically,  he  is  a  sympathizer  with  the 
Greenback  and  Union  Labor  parties.  Both  he  and 
his  estimable  wife  are  connected  with  the  United 
Brethren  Church,  attending  services  in  this  town- 
ship. 
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IRAM  CASf]  is  an  old  and  honored  resident 
of  St.  Joseph  County,  he  having  lived  here, 
with  the  exception  of  three  years  spent  in 
\^  Indiana,  ever  since  1834,  there  being  but 
few  men  now  living  who  were  here  at  that  early 
period  in  tlie  settlement  of  Southern  Miohigan. 
For  many  years  he  was  actively  and  prosperously 
identified  with  the  farming  interests  of  the  county, 
but  having  gained  a  competency  he  has  lived  in 
retirement  in  his  comfortable  home  in  Sturgis  since 
1874.  He  still  owns,  however,  a  farm  in  this  town- 
ship, which,  in  point  of  improvement  and  cultiva- 
tion, is  as  valuable  as  any  within  a  circuit  of  many 
miles,  and  from  it  he  derives  a  good  income.  Mr. 
Case  was  a  boy  of  fifteen  when  he  came  to  Michi- 
gan in  Territorial  days,  fifty-five  years  ago,  and  he 
has  therefore  witnessed  the  great  strides  that  this 
part  of  it  has  made  from  its  primeval  wildness  to 
its  present  high  state  of  civilization,  and  as  soon  as 
he  was  old  enough  he  took  a  hand  in  its  develop- 
ment, and  has  done  his  share  toward  promoting  its 
growth. 

Mr.  Case  was  born  in  the  town  of  Spencer,  Tioga 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  March  20,  1819.  His  father,  William 
Case,  was  a  native  of  Hebron,  N.  Y.,  and  was  there 
reared  and  married,  Miss  Polina  Rohelee,  a  native 
of  Washington  County,  N.  Y.,  becoming  his  wife. 
When  our  subject  was  quite  small  they  removed  to 
Ontario  County,  N.  Y.,  and  there  the  father  died 
in  1831.     His  wife  died  in  1850. 

Hiram  Case  spent  the  early  years  of  his  boyhood 
in  Tioga  and  Ontario  Counties,  gleaning  an  educa- 
tion in  the  primitive  schools  of  those  days.  After 
his  father's  death  he  went  to  Washington  County, 
in   the  same   State,  and  from  there  came   to  Con- 


stantine,  in  this  county,  in  1834.  April  7,  1842,  he 
was  married  in  that  place  to  Miss  Laura  Ketchum, 
and  in  their  pleasant  wedded  life  of  forty-seven 
years  nine  children  have  been  born  to  them,  six  of 
whom  are  living.  The  deceased  were  Richmond 
(who  died  Sept.  7,  1886,  at  the  age  of  thirty -eight 
years),  William  and  Harriet.  Those  living  are 
Mary,  Caroline,  George,  L.  Alice^  Sarah  and  Eben  T. 
Mary  married  Albert  Ives,  and  they  had  one  child, 
Hiram.  Mr.  Ives  died,  and  Mrs.  Ives  married 
John  Edwards;  by  this  marriage  she  has  three  chil- 
dren  George,  Laura  and  Carrie.  Caroline  mar- 
ried Delos  Weatherwax,  who  is  now  deceased, 
leaving  one  child,  Lewis  Edwin;  George  married 
Matilda  Beck,  and  they  live  in  this  township,  and 
have  two  children— Hiram  PI  and  Zella;  Alice  mar- 
ried Minor  Hibbard,  of  this  township,  and  they 
have  two  children — Clarence  and  Arthur;  Sarah 
married  George  Hopkins,  of  Sturgis,  and  they  have 
one  child,  Eben ;  Eben  T.  is  Postmaster  at  Esconada, 
Cal.  Mrs.  Case  was  born  in  Allegany  County,  N. 
Y.,  July  23,  1823.  Her  parents,  George  and  Sa- 
rina  (Gray)  Ketchum,  were  natives  of  Connecticut 
and  Massachusetts.  In  1835  they  left  their  home  in 
Allegany  County,  N.  Y.,  and  settled  on  White  Pig- 
eon Prairie,  thus  becoming  pioneers  of  this  county. 
They  died  in  Illinois,  the  former  Nov.  18,  1865, 
and  the  latter  July  4,  1861. 

In    the  spring    of   1843  Mr.  Case    removed  to  a 
farm  in   Park  Township,  this  county,  and   was  act- 
ively engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  in  that  place 
until  March,  1854.     At  that  time  he  moved  to  La- 
o-rant^e    County,    Ind.,    and    remained    there  until 
March,    1857.     Then,  settling   his  affairs  there   he 
returned  to  this  State,  and  took  up  his  residence  in 
Sturgis  Township.     In  the  busy  years  that  followed 
he  devoted  himself  to  the  management  of  his  farm, 
and  so  well  did  he  succeed  in  its  cultivation  that  he 
was  enabled  to  lay  up  a  handsome  competence,  and 
ere  old  age,  with  its  attendant  afflictions,  came  upon 
him  he  was  justified  in  retiring  from  the  hard  labor 
and   cares  of  a  farmer's  life   to  as  cozy   and  neat  a 
home  as  can  be  found  in  the  town  of  Sturgis,  going 
there  to  live  Dec.  14,  1874. 

In  the  half-century  or  more  that  Mr.  Case  has 
been  a  resident  of  St.  Joseph  County  he  has  become 
well  known,  and  has  ever  been  justly  regarded  with 
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the  greatest  respect  and  consideration,  as  he  is  a 
man  of  solid  worth,  one  in  whom  his  fellow-citizens 
may  safely  trust.  He  is  a  man  of  miich  practical 
wMsdom,  and  holds  positive  views  on  all  subjects 
that  interest  him,  and  he  is  especially  outspoken  in 
his  political  sentiments,  he  being  an  uncompromis- 
ing Greenbacker,  thinking  that  the  only  party  for  a 
man  to  belong  to  ^'if  he  has  no  ax  to  grind."  Mrs. 
Case  is  a  sincere  Christian,  and  a  devoted  member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 


-t 


AMDEN  A.  HECOX.  One  of  the  finest 
farms  in  Nottawa  Township  belongs  to  the 
subject  of  this  biography,  and  comprises  a 
'^j  valuable  tract  of  land  360  acres  in  extent. 
Upon  it  he  has  erected  good  buildings,  with  an  es- 
pecially fine  residence,  which,  with  its  surroundings, 
forms  the  ideal  rural  home,  and  indicates  on  all 
sides  taste,  culture  and  means.  Mr.  Hecox  is  a 
gentleman  born  and  bred,  as  is  indicated  in  his 
daily  life,  meeting  both  friends  and  strangers  in 
that  courteous  manner  which  at  once  gives  the 
most  decided  indication  of  his  true  cliaracter. 

Our  subject's  ancestors  emigrated  from  Ireland  at 
an  early  day  (not  on  the  ''Mayflower,"  however), 
and  settled  at  Durham,  Conn.  Just  102  years  ago, 
his  grandfather,  Adna  Hecox,  started  for  the  then 
wilderness  of  Central  New  York,  stopping  at  '*  Big 
Tree"  on  the  Genesee  River, and  engaged  in  survey- 
ing a  large  tract  of  land  purchased  of  the  Seneca  In- 
dians by  Robart  Morris.  The  Indian  war  came  on, 
and  Adna  Hecox  and  six  others  of  the  surveying 
party  were  taken  prisoners,  and  for  three  years 
lived,  dressed  and  assimulated  themselves  as  far  as 
possible  with  Indian  life,  to  save  themselves.  The 
defeat  of  the  Indians  in  the  West  by  Gen.  Wayne 
having  restored  order,  Adna  Hecox  married,  in 
1797,  Polly  Andress,  and  with  his  young  wife 
started  for  the  far  western  Territory  of  Michigan, 
and  settled  on  Grosse  Isle,  eighteen  miles  below  De- 
troit, where  Hiram  A.  Hecox,  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject was  born,  in  the  year  1800.  The  family  con- 
tinued to  reside  there  until  war  was  declared  in 
1812.  Being  surrounded  by  Indians  who  were 
massacreing  the  settlers  on  every  hand,  they  has- 


tened  to  Detroit,  and  were  in  the  fort  when  Gen. 
Hull  surrendered.  After  the  war  they  moved  to 
Brownstown,  sixteen  miles  below  Detroit,  and  there 
Hiram  A.  Hecox  married  Relief  Hazzard,  who  was 
born  in  Connecticut,  in  the  year  1800,  and  moved 
to  the  Territory  of  Michigan  in  1816  with  her  par- 
ents. And  here  on  a  farm,  the  deed  of  which, 
signed  by  President  John  Q.  Adams,  he  now  has  in 
his  possession,  Hamden  A.  Hecox  was  born,  July 
19,  1826.  His  father,  Hiram  A.  Hecox,  in  Decem- 
ber, 1829,  with  his  wife  and  two  children,  Hamden 
and  Polly,  moved  to  St.  Joseph  County,  and  here 
continued  to  reside  until  their  death.  Neither  lived 
to  be  aged,  the  mother  dying  in  1836,  and  the 
father  two  years  later,  in  1838. 

To  the  parents  of  our  subject  there  were  born 
five  children,  only  three  of  whom  lived  to  mature 
years.  These  latter  were  Polly;  Hamden  A.,  our 
subject,  and  Harriet.  Polly  became  the  wife  of 
Lewis  Harris,  and  died  near  Ottawa,  111.,  about 
1858,  leaving  a  large  family  of  children;  Harriet, 
Mrs.  Frank  Nichols,  resides  in  Perry,  Iowa.  Ham- 
den A.  Hecox  was  reared  to  manhood  in  Nottawa 
Township,  where,  with  the  exception  of  two  years  in 
Cfilifornia,  he  has  spent  the  most  of  his  life.  Mr. 
Hecox  crossed  the  ''plains"  in  1849  with  an  ox- 
team,  requiring  months  to  reach  the  Pacific  Slope, 
where  he  engaged  in  mining  and  trade.  For  a 
period  of  nine  years  he  was  a  traveling  salesman  in 
the  agricultural  implement  trade,  while  at  the  same 
time  he  superintended  the  operations  of  his  farm, 
hiring  men  to  do  the  work. 

Mr.  Hecox  was  married  in  Nottawa  Township, 
March  15,  1848,  to  Miss  Mariamnee  Gee.  Mr. 
Hecox  after  his  marriage  engaged  in  farming,  and 
the  3^oung  people  commenced  their  wedded  life  in 
a  log  house  on  the  farm  upon  which  Mr.  Hecox 
has  resided  for  sixty  years.  Of  their  union  there 
have  been  born  six  children,  two  only  of  whom  are 
living,  a  son  and  daughter,  Frank  and  Katie.  Those 
deceased  are:  Mabel,  Frank,  Guy  and  Charles,  who 
all  died  young.  Mr.  Hecox,  politically,  is  a  Re- 
publican "  dyed  in  the  wool,"  a  man  of  decided 
views,  liberal  and  public  spirited,  and  foremost  in 
the  encouragement  of  the  enterprises  calculated  to 
benefit  the  people  around  him.  He  has  served  as 
Township  Clerk  and  filled  other  positions  of  trust. 
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He  and  his  family  are  regular  attendants  of  the 
Baptist  Church  at  Centreville. 

Mrs.  Hecox  was  born  in  Ann  Arbor,  Mich.,  Nov. 
25,1831.  Fler  parents  were  Benjamin  and  Sarah 
(Cross)  Gee,  who  were  both  born  in  the  State  of 
New  York.  Their  parents  moved  to  Canada  while 
they  were  yet  young,  where  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gee  were 
married  in  1827.  In  1828  they  moved  to  the  then 
Territory  of  Michigan,  and  settled  at  Ann  Arbor- 
In  1836  they  moved  to  Centreville,  Mich.  In  1858 
Mr.  Gee  moved  to  the  then  Territory  of  Kansas,  tak- 
ing up  a  large  tract  of  prairie  land  near  Ft.  Scott.  The 
Re'iellion  soon  broke  out,  and  being  a  Union  man 
the  '^border  ruflians  "  made  it  hot  for  him,  and  he 
was  obliged  to  abandon  everything,  and  returned 
to  Michigan,  where  he  died  at  the  residence  of  his 
son-in-law,  in  October,  1868.  Mrs.  Gee  was  after- 
ward married  to  John  Rutherford,  of  Centreville, 
and  died  at  her  home  in  October,  1887. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hecox,  in  an  industrious  life  of 
more  than  forty  years,  have  secured  a  reasonable 
competency,  and  have  retired  from  active  business, 
and  say,  that  having  struggled  hard  to  climb  up  to 
where  their  shadows  begin  to  lengthen,  they  would 
like  to  slide  the  balance  of  the  way  down  the  "  hill 
of  life." 


AVID  KLINE.  There  came  to  Michigan 
in  the  early  days  large  numbers  of  the  sub- 
stantial Pennsylvania  element  of  whom  the 
subject  of  this  sketch  is  a  most  w^orthy  de- 
scendant. He  is  now  a  well-to-do  farmer  of  Flower- 
field  Township,  to  whose  growth  and  development 
he  has  contributed  by  the  opening  up  of  a  good 
farm  and  establishing  one  of  its  well-regulated  home- 
steads. A  quiet  and  unobtrusive  citizen,  he  has 
pursued  the  even  tenor  of  his  way,  attending  chiefly 
to  his  own  concerns,  but  always  willing  to  give  his 
influence  and  his  more  substantial  support  to  the 
projects  having  for  their  object  the  best  interests 
of  the  community. 

The  native  place  of  our  subject  was  Snyder 
County,  Pa.,  and  his  birth  occurred  Dec.  9,  1828. 
lie  was  reared  to  manhood  on  the  farm  and  acquired 
a  common-school  education,  being  at  the  same  time 
trained  to  habits  of  industry  and  econom}- .    He  re- 
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mained  a  member  of  the  parental  household  until 
the  death  of  his  father,  which  occurred  about  1827. 
In  the  fall  of  1858  he  came  to  this  county,  and  for 
two  years  lived  on  the  farm  of  his  father-in-law, 
Mr.  John  Wyandt.  He  then  removed  to  a  point 
on  the  Chicago  road  about  three  miles  west  of 
White  Pigeon,  now  known  as  the  Shoemaker  farm, 
which  he  occupied  one  year,  and  then  in  the  spring 
of  1862  purchased  his  present  place. 
'  The  property  of  Mr.  Kline  comprises  eighty 
acres  of  good  land,  upon  which  he  has  erected  sub- 
stantial and  convenient  buildings,  has  fruit  and 
shade  trees,  a  goodly  assortment  of  live  stock,  and 
the  farm  machinery  necessary  for  prosecuting  agri- 
culture in  a  satisfactory  manner.  In  1857  he  re- 
turned to  his  native  county,  and  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Polly  Wyandt.  This  lady  was 
a  native  of  that  county,  and  was  born  April  28, 
1835.  After  their  marriage  the  3'oung  people  re- 
paired to  the  home  which  our  subject  had  provided 
in  this  county,  and  where  they  have  since  lived. 
The  household  circle  was  completed  by  the  birth  of 
nine  children,  two  of  whom  d^ed  in  infancy.  The 
survivors  are  recorded  as  follows:  Mary  is  the  wife 
of  Marshall  Beadle,  and  they  are  living  on  a  farm 
in  Fabius  Township;  Albert  S.,  Lewis  W.,  Charles, 
Allie,  William  and  Olie,  are  at  home  wdth  their 
parents.  They  form  a  bright  and  interesting  group, 
the  youngest  a  lad  of  twelve  ^-ears.  The  family 
belong  to  the  Lutheran  Church,  and  number  their 
friends  by  the  score  in  the  township  where  they 
have  made  their  residence  for  a  period  of  thirty- 
one   years. 

Both  the  parents  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kline  were  peo- 
ple held  in  the  highest  esteem  in  their  community, 
and  all  were  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church. 
Mr.  Kline,  politically,  votes  the  straight  Republican 
ticket,  and  has  supported  the  principles  of  that 
party  since  exercising  the  right  of  suffrage. 

John  and  Polly  (Bowersauck)  Kline,  the  parents 
of  our  subject,  were,  like  their  son  David,  natives 
of  Snyder  County,  Pa.  They  both  passed  away 
many  years  ago,  the  mother  dying  in  the  year 
1833  and  the  father  about  1846.  Their  family  con- 
sisted of  twelve  children,  only  four  of  whom  are 
living:  Rebecca,  Mrs.  John  Kline,  a  widow,  con- 
tinues her  residence  in  Snyder  County,  Pa.,   as  do 
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also  the  other  sister  and  brother  of  our  subject; 
Sophia  married  Mr.  George  Stuck,  and  has  been  a 
widow  many  years;  Samuel  is  a  farmer  by  occupa- 
tion, although  mostly  retired  from  active  labor, 
being  now  fifty-eight  years  old.  The  two  sisters 
and  Samuel  live  within  a  short  distance  of  each 
other,  the  home  of  the  latter  being  about  one  mile 
of  the  sisters. 


^ARON  P.  EMERY.  The  industrial  inter- 
ests of  Mendon  and  vicinity  find  a  worthy 
representative  in  this  gentleman,  who  is  an 
extensive  grower  of  peppermint,  and  dis- 
tiller and  wholesale  dealer  in  essential  oils.  He  is 
of  substantial  New  England  ancestry,  an<l  was  born 
in  Northampton  County,  Pa..  Nov.  3,  1833,  being 
the  son  of  Philip  S.  and  Elizabeth  (Miller)  Emery. 
The  parents  were  also  natives  of  the  Keystone  State, 
and  the  father  a  farmer  by  occupation.  They  were 
most  excellent  and  worthy  people,  and  in  early  life 
identified  themselves  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  in  which  the  father  served  as  Cla^s-Leader 
many  years. 

Philip  Emery,  leaving  Pennsylvania  in  the  year 
1860,  came  to  Michigan,  and  located  in  Marengo 
Township,  Calhoun  County,  where  he  followed 
agricultural  pursuits  and  continued  to  live  until  his 
decease,  which  took  place  in  1871.  He  acquired  a 
comfortable  property,  and  was  a  man  held  in  high 
respect  among  his  neighbors.  The  wife  and  mother 
is  still  living,  making  her  home  with  her  son,  A.  P. 
Emery.  They  were  the  parents  of  six  children,  three 
of  whom  are  deceased.  They  were  named  respect- 
ively: Silas  R.,  George  W.,  Reuben  P.,  Lewis  C, 
Susan  and  Aaron  P. 

Our  subject  was  the  eldest  child  of  his  parents, 
and  acquired  his  early  education  in  the  public 
schools.  Being  of  a  mechanical  turn  of  mind  he  di- 
rected his  attention  to  civil  engineering,  learning 
the  business  in  Belvidere,  N.  J.,  where  he  lived 
until  1853.  Thence  he  came  to  Schoolcraft,  this 
State,  and  for  one  year  thereafter,  changing  his  oc- 
cupation somewhat,  wa&  bookkeeper  for  Judge 
Dyckman.     Later   he    taught  school  in  Michigan, 


Wisconsin,  New  Jersey  and  Pennsylvania.  In  1855 
he  purchased  120  acres  of  land  on  section  17  in 
Mendon  Township,  this  county,  the  greater  part  of 
it  being  improved.  To  this  he  subsequently  added, 
and  now  has  in  Mendon  Township  a  fine  tract  300 
acres  in  extent.  His  residence  in  the  village  forms 
one  of  the  ideal  homes  of  the  place,  and  its  inmates 
are  surrounded  with  all  the  comforts  of  life.  Be- 
sides this  property  Mr.  Emery  has  a  hardware  store 
which  is  the  source  of  a  comfortable  income. 

Our  subject  commenced  the  growing  of  pepper- 
mint twenty-five  years  ago,  and  about  that  length 
of  time  has  been  engaged  in  its  distillation.  It  has 
proved  to  him  a  very  profitable  enterprise.  He 
purchased  and  sold  in  1878  and  1879, 15  000  pounds, 
and  the  year  following  probably  came  up  to  the 
same  figure.  He  also  deals  in  other  essential  oils. 
His  operations  extend  not  only  throughout  the 
United  States,  but  to  all  parts  of  the  world,  Lon- 
don, and  other  principal  cities  of  the  Eastern  Hemi- 
sphere. His  long  experience  in  the  business  has 
made  him  an  expert,  while  his'remarkable  business 
talents  attract  more  than  ordinary  attention.  He  is 
strong,  physically,  and  has  a  large  and  active  brain. 
He  has  occupied  many  positions  of  responsibility 
and  trust,  and  is  at  the  present  time  (January,  1889,) 
engaged  in  settling  up  the  business  of  the  bankrupt 
dry-goods  firm  of  Lewis  Van  Ness,  who  failed  in 
1885,  being  the  choice  of  the  eighteen  creditors, 
whose  claims  amounted  to  $35,000.  The  fact  that 
Mr.  Emery  was  not  required  to  give  a  cent  of  secur- 
ity is  ample  evidence  of  the  esteem  and  confidence 
in  which  he  is  held  in  his  community. 

In  the  spring  of  1875  Mr.  Emery  was  elected 
Supervisor  of  Mendon  Township,  and  by  successive 
elections  held  the  oliice  for  a  period  of  nine  years. 
Jie  is  an  uncompromising  Democrat,  politically,  and 
the  fact  that  he  received  the  majority  of  votes  in 
a  Republican  township  is  a  fact  worthy  of  mention. 
He  was  selected  as  Chairman  of  the  County  Board 
of  Supervisors,  and  also  to  represent  them  in  the 
State  Board  of  Equalization,  which  convened  at 
Lansing  in  1881.  A  man  liberal  and  public-spirited, 
he  has  been  from  first  to  last  the  encourager  and 
supporter  of  religious  and  educational  institutions, 
and  contributed  largely  to  the  building  of  the 
church  at  West  Mendon,  which  would  never  have 
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been  completed  had  it  not  been  for  his  liberality. 
He  in  early  manhood  identified  himself  with  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  which  he  has  offi- 
ciated as  Class-Leader  and  Superintendent  of  the 
Sunday-school,  holding  the  latter  oflfice  a  period  of 
seventeen  years.  He  identified  himself  with  the 
Masonic  fraternity  in  1872. 

Our  subject  was  married  to  Miss  Elizabeth  J. 
Hutchinson  in  1885,  and  they  became  the  parents 
of  six  children.  The  eldest  of  these,  a  daughter, 
Emma,  died  when  about  eighteen  years  old;  Lewis 
P.  married  Miss  Minnie  Child,  and  is  living  near 
Centreville;  Alice  is  the  wife  of  Lib  Gakill,  and 
they  live  in  St.  Joseph  County.  Mich. ;  Georgia, 
Mrs.  Ryan,  lives  iu  Kalamazoo  County;  Lottie  and 
Ella  continue  at  home  with  their  father.  The 
present  wife  of  our  subject  was  formerly  Mrs.  Anne 
(Smith)  Manson,  the  widow  of  James  Manson,  by 
whom  she  became  the  mother  of  two  children — 
John  and  James.  These  boys  are  living  at  Mendon. 
Mrs.  Anne  Emery  is  the  daughter  of  John  and  Sa- 
rah Smith,  the  former  born  in  Scotland  and  the  lat- 
ter in  England:  she  was  reared  in  the  faith  of  the 
Catholic  Church,  to  which  she  still  adheres. 


HARLES  J.  SLOVER,  the  druggist  of  Men- 
'11  -  don,  is  a  native  of  this  county,  and  was  born 
^5^^  in  Colon  Township  during  its  pioneer  days, 
Sept.  5,  1858.  His  parents,  John  S.  and  Eunice 
(Brown)  Slover,  were  natives  respectively  of  New 
York  and  Massachusetts.  The  father  engaged  in 
the  mercantile  business.  He  died  in  1860,  while  in 
New  York  City  purchasing  goods,  and  when  his 
son,  Charles  J.,  was  a  child  of  two  years. 

John  S.  Slover  came  with  his  widowed  mother  to 
Michigan,  locating  in  Centreville,  this  county,  where 
he  pursued  his  early  studies  in  the  common  schools. 
He  took  kindly  to  his  books,  and  also  learned  to 
speak  the  German  language.  When  a  youth  of 
seventeen  years  he  entered  the  employ  of  Calvin 
Brunson,  of  Toledo,  Ohio,  as  a  traveling  salesman, 
and  in  this  capacity  visited  several  of  the  Western 
States  with  a  team,  selling  tobacco,  and  having  a 
man  to  do  his  driving.  He  was  thus  occupied  six 
years,  and  later  was    employed  in  a  wholesale  to- 


bacco house  at  Toledo,  Ohio.  After  marriage  the 
parents  of  our  subject  took  up  their  residence  in 
Burr  Oak,  this  county,  and  the  father  engaged  in 
mercantile  pursuits.  Later  he  removed  to  Mendon. 
He  made  his  purchases  in  New  York  City,  and  it  was 
while  upon  one  of  these  trips  that  his  sudden  death 
took  place.  He  was  a  man  of  note  in  his  commu- 
nity,  oflaciating  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  a  number  of 
years,  and  occupying  other  positions  of  trust.  He 
was  reared  in  the  doctrines  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church.  Socially,  he  belongs  to  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternity. The  mother  is  still  living,  and  is  now  the 
wife  of  Louis  A.  Leland,  who  is  a  leading  citizen  of 
Colon,  and  in  good  circumstances. 

To  the  parents  of  our  subject  there    were  born 
three   children:  The   eldest,  a  son,  Ossian   L.,  died 
when  a  lad  of  eight  years;  Olivia  K.  is  the  wife  of 
Mr.    Leland,   of    Colon;  Charles    J.,   our    subject, 
was  the   youngest  of  the  family  at  the  time  of  his 
father's  death,  and  lived  with  his  mother  until  start- 
ing  out  in  life  on  his  own  account.     At  the  age  of 
fifteen  years  he  entered  the  drug-store  of  Mr.  Beall 
at  Mendon,  with  whom  he  remained  until  the  busi- 
ness changed  hands,  in  1885.     Then   going  to  East 
Saginaw  he  was  engaged  there  in  the  drug  business 
about  six    months,   then  selling  out    changed  his 
residence  to  Coldwater,  where  he  occupied   himself 
as  a  clerk.     He   returned  home  in  the  fall  of  1886, 
and  purchased  a  stock  of  drugs  and  other   articles 
connected  with  the  business,  establishing  himself  in 
Mendon  on  the  south  side  of  Main  street,  where  he 
is  now  building  up  a  profitable  and  lucrative  busi- 
ness.    He,  like   his  honored   father,   is  destined  to 
become  one  of  the  leading   men  of  his  community. 
He  votes  the  straight  Republican   ticket,  and  is  at 
present  a  member  of  the  Village  Council,  having  been 
elected  to  his  second  term.     He  has  held  the  oflfices 
of  Township  Treasurer  and  Justice  of  the   Peace, 
being  elected  to  the  latter  in  the   spring  of  1887, 
and  still  holding  the  office.     In  the  Masonic  frater- 
nity  he  is  a  leading  light,  serving  as  Junior  Deacpn 
and  Secretary  of  his  lodge  in  Mendon,  and  other- 
wise laboring  for  the  good  of  the  cause. 

On  the  12th  of  January,  1879,  Mr.  Slover  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Georgia  B.  Beall,  who 
was  born  in  Mendon,  this  county,  April  2,  1859,  and 
is  a  well-educated  lady.  Mrs.  Slover  is  the  daughter 
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of  Orson  and  Mary  (Miner)  Beall.  Mr.  B.  was  born 
in  Vermont,  and  came  to  Michigan  at  an  early  day. 
In  addition  to  his  business  as  a  druggist  he  specu- 
lated considerably  in  land.  Kis  death  took  place  at 
his  home  in  Mendon  in  1886.  Mrs.  Mary  Beall  is 
still  living,  and  a  resident  of  Mendon.  They  were 
the  parents  of  three  children,  the  eldest  of  whom,  a 
daughter,  Juelma  K.,  died  some  years  ago.  Mrs. 
Slover  was  the  younger  of  the  daughters.  Of  her 
union  with  our  subject  there  have  been  horn  two 
children — John  S.  and  Juelma. 

Mr.  Slover  has  a  full  stock  of  drugs  and  groceries, 
and  also  a  full  understanding  of  his  business.  He  is 
at  present  (1889)  engaged  in  a  very  successful  en- 
terprise, the  compounding  and  selling  of  a  remedy 
for  the  cure  of  headache,  neuralgia  and  rheumatism, 
which  has  effected  some  remarkable  cures,  and  bids 
fair  to  gain  him  quite  a  reputation.  It  is  known  as 
''  Slover's  Cure  for  Sick  Headache." 


^,  NDREW  J.  KAISER,  of  the  firm  of  Evans 
yull  &  Kaiser,  the  leading  grocers  and  bakers 
Mi  of  Sturgis,  is  a  man  of  much  prominence  in 
this  community,  where  he  is  justly  held  in 
the  highest  esteem  and  respect  by  all  who  know 
him.  He  was  a  gallant  soldier  in  the  late  war,  in 
which  he  acquitted  himself  nobly,  and  received 
praise  from  the  officers  under  whom  he  fought  for 
his  faithful  and  efficient  services  in  the  twenty-seven 
battles  in  which  he  took  an  active  part. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  the  neighboring  State 
of  Ohio,  in  Wayne  County,  Nov.  2,  1841.  His 
father,  Andrew  Kaiser,  was  a  native  of  Baltimore, 
Md.,  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen  he  went  to  Ohio. 
He  there  married  Axey  Harzett,  who  was  born  in 
Portage  County,  that  State.  To  them  were  born 
nine  children,  of  whom  the  following  still  live: 
Jacob,  Harriet,  Mary  A.,  Elisabeth,  Solomon,  Jeru- 
sha,  and  our  subject.  Isaac  was  killed  in  the 
battle  of  Shiloh,  while  fighting  for  the  Union,  he 
having  been  a  member  of  a  Wisconsin  regiment. 
Solomon  was  in  Company  G,  4th  Wisconsin  Cav- 
alry, and  served  three  years  with  credit.  In  1861 
the  father  of  our  subject  moved  with  his  family  to 
Jackson  County,  Wis.,  and   there  he   died  in  1863. 


He  was  a  veteran  of  the  Mexican  War,  and  was  a 
man  of  strict  integrity  and  genuine  worth.  His 
estimable  wife,  who  has  attained  the  advanced  age 
of  eighty  years,  now  makes  her  home  here. 

When  our  subject'jarrived  at  man's  estate  the 
great  Civil  War  was  raging  in  the  South,  and  he 
resolved  to  enlist  in  the  defense  of  the  institutions 
of  his  country,  and  he  became  a  member  of  Com- 
pau}^  C,  4th  Michigan  Infantry,  and  was  in  active 
service  for  three  years.  He  took  part  in  the  bat- 
tles of  Bull  Run  (1st),  Newbridge,  Hanover  Court- 
House,  Gaines'  Mills,  White  Oak  Swamp,  Malvern 
Hill,  Harrison's  Landing,  Culpeper  Court  House, 
Antietam,  Shepherdstown  Ford,  Chancellorsville, 
Fredericksburg,  Kelley's  Ford,  Mine  Run,  Peach 
Orchard,  Gettysburg;  and  he  was  in  all  engage- 
ments under  Gen.  Grant  to  Petersburg.  Our  sub- 
ject was  wounded  at  Malvern  Hill  by  a  ball  in  the 
left  lower  leg,  and  also  by  buckshot  in  the  left 
thigh,  the  shot  being  in  his  person  yet.  At  Mal- 
vern Hill  he  had  three  guns  shot  from  his  hands, 
and  a  ball,  passing  through  seventeen  layers  of  his 
blanket,  knocked  him  dowm,  stunning  him,  and  he 
was  left  for  dead  on  the  field  of  battle.  His  death 
was  reported  to  his  friends  at  home,  who  mourned 
him  as  dead,  and  held  funeral  services  in  honor  of 
his  memory,  in  Sturgis.  Both  in  camp  and  in  the 
field  he  proved  himself  to  be  a  brave,  capable  sol- 
dier, always  ready  at  the  command  of  his  Captain 
to  attempt  any  feat  or  duty,  no  matter  how  difficult, 
dangerous  or  disagreeable,  obeying  all  orders  with 
promptness.  After  the  war  our  subject  returned  to 
Michigan  and  engaged  in  the  trade  of  brickmason, 
going  to  Hillsdale  in  1869  in  pursuit  of  that  call- 
ing. In  1881  he  returned  to  Sturgis,  and  established 
himself  in  his  present  business  with  Mr.  Evans. 
They  are  doing  well  in  their  line,  and  have  a  large 
patronage.  By  honest  industry  and  shrewd  manage- 
ment our  subject  has  acquired  a  comfortable  com- 
petence, and  he  and  his  family  have  a  cozy  and  at- 
tractive home. 

Mr.  Kaiser  and  Helen  Barton  were  united  in  mar- 
riage July  3,  1865.  She  is  a  woman  of  fine  char- 
acter, a  sincere  Christian,  and  a  devoted  wife 
and  friend.  She  was  born  in  the  State  of  New 
York,  in  Wayne  County,  May  9,  1843.  She  is  the 
daughter  of  Josiah  and    Susana  Barton,  of   Hills- 
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dale,  Mich.,  and  the  youngest  of  a  family  of  nine 
children.  Her  parents  were  devoted  Christians, 
and  strict  members  of  the  Episcopal  Church.  Her 
father  is  still  living  in  Hillsdale,  Mich. 

Mr.  Kaiser  is  prominently  identified  with  the  G. 
A.  R.,  as  Commander  of  the  local  post  in  Sturgis, 
and  he  is  a  member  of  the  orders  of  K.  of  P.  and 
K.  of  L.  He  and  his  wife  are  active  members  of 
the  Episcopal  Church,  he  having  united  with  that 
church  seventeen  years  ago. 


l^r-^  SECK  HILL,  a  practical,  successful  member 
of  the  farming  community  of  St.  Joseph 
^j  County,  has  one  of  the  best  managed  and 
most  desirable  farms  within  its  bounds,  said  farm 
being  pleasantly  and  advantageously  located  on  sec- 
tion 8,  Sturgis  Township.  Mr.  Hill  was  born  in 
Pennsylvania,  March  25,  1835,  but  though  a  native 
of  the  Keystone  State,  but  very  little  of  his  life  was 
passed  there,  as  when  he  was  still  in  his  infancy  his 
parents  became  pioneers  of  this  State,  and  here  he 
was  mostly  reared. 

The  parents  of  our  subject,  Thomas  and  Mary 
(Peak)  Hill,  were  natives  of  England,  and  were 
reared  and  married  in  the  land  of  their  nativity. 
In  the  year  1830  they  left  their  home  and  friends 
in  Derbyshire,  and  emigrating  to  the  United  States, 
settled  in  Pennsylvania,  where  they  lived  until  1 836. 
In  that  year  they  came  with  their  family  to  Michi- 
gan. After  living  for  awhile  in  Tecumseh,  Lenawee 
County,  in  the  following  year,  1837,  they  removed 
to  a  tract  of  land  in  Sturgis  Township,  which  land 
is  now  owned  and  occupied  by  John  Sturgis.  The 
country  was  then  in  a  wild,  sparsely  settled  condi- 
tion, with  but  few  improvements,  as  the  climate  and 
soil  had  been  so  misrepresented  as  to  retard  emi- 
gration to  what  afterward  proved  a  veritable  garden 
spot.  With  the  exception  of  one  year  spent  in  Illi- 
nois, moving  there  in  1838,  and  returning  to  this 
place  in  1839,  Mr.  Hill  and  his  wife  spent  the  re- 
mainder of  their  lives  here,  the  father  dying  in  the 
fall  of  1874,  and  the  mother  passing  away  in  1878. 
They  were  held  in  universal  respect,  not  only  as 
pioneers  of  St.  Joseph  County,  but  for  their  many 
jQne  personal  qualities.     Of  their  marriage    thirteen 


children  were  born,  nine  of  whom  are  living,  namely  : 
Mary,  Mrs.  Denio;  p]lizabeth,  Mrs.  Bunn;  George, 
John;  Jane,  Mrs.  Jacobs;  Robert; Ellen,  Mrs.  Doug- 
las; Eseck  and  Thomas. 

Eseck  Hill  was  educated  in  the  common  schools 
of  St.  Joseph  County,  and  when  a  young  man 
learned  the  mason's  trade.  The  same  enterprising 
pioneer  spirit  that  had  led  his  parents  to  cross  the 
seas  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century  before,  to 
found  a  new  home  in  the  wilds  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  then  to  Michigan,  moved  our  subject  to  try 
life  on  the  wild  prairies  of  some  still  newer  State, 
and  in  1859  we  find  him  in  Iowa  County,  Iowa, 
which  was  then  a  desolate  region,  where  wild  ani- 
mals roamed  at  will,  and  the  Indians  made  their 
home,  there  being  but  few  white  settlements  there. 
Eor  one  year  he  assisted  in  the  management  of  a 
hotel  in  the  village  of  Homestead  for  the  benefit  of 
the  emigrants  and  such  other  travelers  as  found 
their  way  to  that  part  of  the  country.  He  then 
bought  some  land,  which  he  farmed  somewhat,  al- 
though he  still  worked  at  his  trade  most  of  the 
time.  But  the  State  where  he  had  been  reared 
possessed  stronger  attractions  for  him  than  the 
Hawkeye  State,  and  in  1863  he  returned  to  this 
township,  and  has  ever  since  made  his  home  here. 
He  was  actively  and  profitably  engaged  in  the  ma- 
son's trade  until  1874,  when  he  removed  to  the  vil- 
lage to  engage  in  the  lumber  business,  which  he 
carried  on  for  two  years.  At  the  expiration  of 
that  time  he  accepted  a  position  as  conductor  on 
the  supply  train  of  the  Grand  Rapids  &  Indiana 
Railroad  when  it  was  being  constructed,  and  he 
acted  in  that  capacity  for  one  season.  He  then 
turned  his  attention  to  the  grocery  business  in  Stur- 
gis. Later  he  went  to  Illinois  to  run  a  supply  train 
on  the  Chicago,  Danville  k  Vincennes  Railroad 
for  three  months,  when  he  returned  to  Sturgis  Vil- 
lage. The  next  year  he  removed  to  his  farm  on 
section  7,  this  township,  and  in  the  spring  of  1881 
settled  on  his  present  farm,  where  he  has  since  made 
his  home.  He  has  made  many  valuable  improve- 
ments, among  which  is  a  substantial  set  of  build- 
ings, comprising  a  handsome  and  commodious  brick 
residence,  on  which  he  did  all  the  mason  work  him- 
self, and  a  fine  frame  barn.  His  land  is  under  ad- 
mirable tillage,  and  its   rich    soil  yields  abundant 
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harvests.  His  farm  comprises  189  acres,  and  he  has 
a  half-interest  in  a  farm  of  160  acres  in  Sherman 
Township.  Mr.  Hill,  besides  attending  to  the  man- 
agement of  his  own  propert}^  is  administrator  of  his 
brother  William's  estate,  and  a  guardian  for  one  of 
his  children,  Ida  Morris. 

January  1,  1856,  Mr.  Hill  and  Miss  Eliza  Hib- 
bard  were  united  in  the  bonds  of  matrimony.  Mrs. 
Hill  was  born  in  1835,  in  York  State,  Cattaraugus 
County,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Arunah  and  Rachel 
Hibbard,  of  Sturgis.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hill  are  the 
parents  of  seven  children,  six  of  whom  live,  as  fol- 
lows: Nellie,  Dora  L.,  Charles,  Harry  W.,  Jennie 
M.  and  Ethel  G.  Nellie  married  Porter  Garter,  of 
Sioux  Falls,  Dak.,  and  they  have  one  child,  Lineus; 
Dora  is  the  wife  of  George  Garter,  of  the  same 
city;  Charles,  who  lives  in  Sturgis,  married  Miss 
Hattie  W.  Wallace,  and  they  have  two  children — 
Wallace  A.  and  Hazel  M. 

Mr.  Hill  is  an  unassuming,  frank,  kindly  man, 
and  by  his  tact  and  consideration  in  his  dealings 
with  others  he  has  won  the  favor  and  liking  of  his 
neighbors,  who  regard  him  with  thorough  respect 
and  reliance.  Besides  possessing  those  traits  in  a 
high  degree  that  mark  him  an  honest  man  and  a 
good  citizen,  he  combines  forethought  and  sagacity 
with  tl|Ose  qualities  of  thrift,  prudence  and  steadi- 
ness of  purpose  that  have  made  him  prospei:ous. 
He  and  his  wife  are  prominent  socially,  and  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Commandery  in  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternity. 


lfu\  ILTON  H.  ANDERSON,  attorney-at-law,  is 
a  prominent  and  influential  citizen  of  Stur- 
gis, where  he  has  a  large  and  remunerative 
law  practice.  He  was  born  in  St.  Joseph, 
Mo.,  Aug.  21,  1859.  He  is  of  mingled  Scotch  and 
German  origin,  some  of  his  ancestors  having  set- 
tled in  the  United  States  in  Colonial  days,  and  the 
Anderson  family  has  since  taken  an  important  part 
in  National  affairs,  seventeen  of  its  members  having 
represented  their  respective  districts  in  Congress, 
and  two  of  the  family  having  been  members  of  the 
United  States  Senate.  Samuel  Anderson,  the  pater- 
nal grandfather  of  our  subject,  from  whom  some  of. 
the  wealthiest  families  of  Lagrange  County,  Ind., 


have  descended,  was  a  pioneer  of  that  count3%  and 
built  the  first  frame  house  there,  in  1832.  His  son 
Hiram,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  the  first  white 
child  burn  in  Lagrange  County,  Ind.,  and  there  he 
was  reared  to  manhood.  He  married  Miss  Mary  E. 
Miles,  who  was  born  in  Jefferson  Countj^,  near 
Watertown,  N.  Y.,in  1835.  She  is  the  daughter  of 
the  late  William  Miles,  and  great-granddaughter  of 
Samuel  Miles,  who  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolution- 
ary War,  and  loaned  the  Government  a  large  sum 
of  money  to  assist  in  paying  the  soldiers  who  fought 
so  nobly  in  that  struggle  for  freedom  and  independ- 
ence. The  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hiram  Ander- 
son took  place  in  St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  in  1854,  and  of 
their  union  three  children  were  born,  namely:  Al- 
lie  and  Mollie,  both  deceased,  and  our  subject.  Mr. 
Anderson  was  a  representative  man  and  a  promi- 
iient  citizen  of  St.  Joseph,  where  he  continued  to 
reside  until  his  death,  in  1859.  Mrs.  Anderson,  who 
now  lives  in  Odebolt,  Sac  Co.,  Iowa,  was  again  mar- 
ried, in  1864,  to  Mr.  John  Fraley,  a  hardware  mer- 
chant of  that  place,  and  of  lier  second  marriage  two 
children  have  been  born  :  William  IL,  a  clerk  in  the 
American  House,  St.  Joseph,  and  Leona. 

Our  subject  spent  the  first  thirteen  years  of  his 
life  in  his  native  city,  attending  its  public  schools; 
he  then  wxmt  with  his  mother  and  stepfather  to 
DeWitt,  Clinton  Co.,  Iowa,  where  he  entered  the 
High  School,  from  whicii  he  was  subsequently  grad- 
uated, with  a  good  record  for  scholarship.  In  the 
winter  of  1876-77  our  subject  took  a  regular  course 
of  study  at  Bryant  &  Stratton's  Commercial  College, 
at  Davenport,  Iowa,  and  at  the  same  time  attended 
a  course  of  law  lectures.  The  following  spring  he 
entered  the  law  office  of  K.  W.  Wheeker,  of  De- 
Witt,  as  a  student,  and  in  the  spring  of  1879  he 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  Iowa.  In  October,  1  880, 
our  subject  went  to  St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  and  entered 
the  law  oflflce  of  ex-Gov.  Woodson,  with  whom  he 
remained  one  year. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Anderson  to  Miss  Libbie, 
daughter  of  the  late  John  Barr,  was  celebrated  in 
Sturgis,  Sept.  12,  1881.  In  the  fall  of  that  year 
our  subject  established  himself  in  business  in  La- 
grange County,  Ind.,  but  his  wife's  health  having 
failed  he  removed  to  Traverse  City,  Mich.,  where 
he  remained  iintil  1883.     In  the  fall   of  that  year 
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Mr.  Barr,  father  of  Mrs.  Anderson,  having  died,  he 
returned  to  Lagrange  County  with  his  family  to 
take  charge  of  the  estate,  and  remained  there  until 
it  was  settled.  In  the  spring  of  1885  Mr.  Ander- 
son came  to  Sturgis,  which  he  has  since  made  his 
home,  and  opened  an  office  here  for  the  practice  of 
his  profession,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of 
Michigan  in  1885.  He  is  the  representative  for 
Sturgis  of  the  Williamson  Legal  Directory  and  Col- 
lecting Agency  of  New  York  City,  also  general 
agent  for  Southern  Michigan  and  Northern  Indiana 
for  the  Manufacturers'  Accident  Insurance  Com- 
pany, and  general  agent  for  the  American  Building 
and  Loan  Association  for  the  State  of  Michigan. 
Mr.  Anderson  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  frater- 
nity, and  also  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  of  Sturgis. 

Our  subject  is  a  man  of  keen,  searching  intellect, 
and  has  a  marked  genius  for  unraveling  the  knotty 
points  of  law.  and  is  steadily  gaining  a  fine  reputa- 
tion for  legal  ability.  He  already  enjoys  a  lucra- 
tive practice,  which  is  steadily  increasing,  and  has 
been  retained  as  counsel  on  some  of  the  most  im- 
portant cases  tried  in  the  courts  of  Missouri  and 
Indiana,  as  well  as  of  Michigan.  Mr.  Anderson  has 
always,  and  repeatedly,  declined  to  allow  his  name 
to  be  used  in  political  conventions  as  a  candidate 
for  public  office,  yet  he  is  a  stanch  Republican  and 
an  active  worker  in  that  party. 
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To  this  gentleman 


EN  J  AM  IN   C.  BUCK 

belongs  the  distinction  of  being  the  oldest 
settler  of  Sturgis.  He  has  been  identified 
with  the  rise  and  progress  of  St.  Joseph 
County  from  the  very  beginning,  and  as  a  repre- 
sentative pioneer  we  are  pleased  to  give  a  place  in 
this  Album  to  his  biography.  Our  subject  and  his 
father,  George  Buck,  who  figures  in  the  history  of 
this  part  of  the  county  as  one  of  its  early,  well- 
known  pioneers,  came  here  in  1828,  and  the  latter 
built  the  first  house  ever  erected  in  this  township. 
He  lived  a  little  over  three  weeks  in  a  tent  while 
building  the  house  on  the  edge  of  the  prairie.  It 
was  a  primitive  cabin,  made  with  unhewed  logs, 
with  a  stick  and  clay  chimney,  shakes  for  a  roof, 
with  knees  and  poles  for  weights  to  keep  it  on,  and 


the  one  room  had  a  dirt  floor,  and  a  blanket  for  a 
door.  Our  subjects  brother.  Col.  Philip  H.  Buck, 
an  officer  in  the  Black  Hawk  War,  surveyed  and 
laid  out  the  town  of  Sturgis  in  1836. 

Our  subject  has  lived  here  since  1828,  a  period  of 
more  than  sixty  years,  and  for  a  long  time  he  was  a 
leading  farmer  of  the  place,  but  for  the  past  thirty 
years  he  has  been  extensively  engaged  in  the  stock 
and  produce  business.  Besides  the  property  that  he 
owns  in  Sturgis  Mr.  Buck  owns  a  farm  in  Nebraska 
of  320  acres,  finely  located  In  the  most  productive 
region  in  Butler  County. 

Benjamin  C.  Buck  was  born  in  Erie  County,  N. 
Y.,  Sept.  8,  1819.  His  father  was  born  in  Kingston, 
and  his  mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Mary  Her- 
shey,  was  born  in  Lancaster,  Pa.  The  father  was 
killed  in  a  well  with  one  Mr.  Waterman  in  the  sum- 
mer of  1829,  leaving  a  widow  with  eight  children, 
and  the  boys  had  to  work  hard  to  make  a  living, 
and  two  of  them,  Philip  and  Peter,  took  an  active 
part  in  the  Black  Hawk  War.  The  mother  of  our 
subject  died  in  1862. 

When  the  Bucks  came  to  this  part  of  the  country 
it  was  a  vast  wilderness,  scarcely  any  attempts  hav- 
ing been  made  to  reclaim  it,  and  there  was  but  one 
family  here,  and  that  was  in  Fawn  River  Township, 
that  of  Judge  John  Sturgis,  for  whom  this  place  was 
named.  Our  subject  loved  the  hunt,  and  was  an 
expert  in  the  use  of  the  rifle,  and  there  was  plenty 
of  game  here  for  him  to  exercise  his  skill  on,  such 
as  deer,  turkeys  and  prairie  chickens.  Wolves  were 
often  seen  and  heard,  but  he  never  succeeded  in 
killing  any  bears.  He  early  gained  a  practical  ex- 
perience of  the  hard  labors  of  a  pioneer,  and  being 
a  great  worker  undoubtedly  performed  his  share  of 
the  hard  task  of  clearing  away  the  forests,  draining 
the  swamps  and  preparing  the  land  for  culture,  in 
time  becoming  a  skillful  farmer,  and  contributing 
greatly  to  the  advancement  of  agriculture  in  Sturgis 
Township.  He  is  classed  among  the  best  citizens 
of  St.  Joseph  County,  he  having  been  eminently 
successful  in  his  career  as  a  business  man,  and  inde- 
pendent in  his  enterprises,  as  well  as  energetic  in 
carrying  them  out. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Buck  and  Miss  Adelia 
Green  took  place  Aug.  7,  1841.  Mrs.  Buck,  who 
was  a  most  estimable  lady,  was  a  native  of   New 


•^^^k^ 


•^^f^ 


488 


ST.  JOSEPH  COUNTY. 


York  State,  and  was  born  in  Allegany  County.  Her 
parents,  Alfred  and  Alfredia  (Peck)  Green,  were 
natives  of  the  State  of  New  York.  The  union  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Buck  was  blessed  to  them  by  the  birth 
of  nine  children,  as  follows :  Marion,  Isabel,  Charles, 
Estella,  George,  Fred,  Frank,  Katie  (deceased) 
and  Silas.  Marion  married  Jasper  La  Dow,  and 
they  have  two  children,  Lulu  and  Herbie;  Isabel 
married  Charles  E.  Stowe,  and  they  have  one  child, 
Flora;  Charles  B.,  who  is  the  proprietor  of  the 
Elliott  House  in  Sturgis,  married  Miss  Ella  Cole, 
and  they  have  one  child,  Hermie;  Estella  married 
Elwin  Murdock;  George,  who  lives  in  Rising  City, 
Neb.,  married  Miss  Edna  Rising,  and  the}^  have  one 
child,  Clarence;  Fred,  who  lives  in  Chicago,  mar- 
ried Miss  Emma  Bell,  and  they  have  two  children, 
Loi  P.  and  Earl  B.,  twins;  Frank,  who  lives  in  Chi- 
cago, married  Miss  Lottie  Gore,  and  they  have  one 
child,  Rolla;  Silas,  who  lives  in  Chicago,  married 
Miss  Blanche  Gray,  wlio  died,  leaving  him  one 
child,  Erma  G.  The  first  wife  of  our  subject  died 
in  August,  1866,  leaving  many  friends  to  mourn  the 
loss  of  a  kind-hearted,  virtuous  woman  of  many 
amiable  qualities. 

Mr.  Buck's  marriage  to  his  present  wife  occurred 
May  19,  1869.  She  is  a  true  helpmate  and  com- 
panion, devoting  herself  to  her  husband's  interests 
most  assiduously.  Mrs.  Buck's  maiden  name  was 
Hannah  Ann  Kelley,  and  she  is  a  daughter  of  Har- 
rison and  Nancy  (Edgar)  Kelley,  and  was  born  in 
Marion  County,  Ohio.  Her  father  was  an  early  pio- 
neer of  Burr  Oak  Township,  of  which  he  is  still  an 
honored  citizen,  and  he  has  attained  the  venerable 
age  of  ninety- two  j^ears.  The  mother  passed  to 
spirit  life  in  March,  1887,  at  the  age  of  ninety 
years. 

Our  subject  made  his  mark  in  St.  Joseph  County 
when  it  was  a  new  country,  coming  here  when  its 
vast,  primeval  forests,  which  have  mostly  disap- 
peared before  the  ax  of  the  pioneer  and  the 
woodsman,  were  the  home  of  the  Indians.  He  has 
materially  assisted  in  the  growth  and  advancement 
of  this  locality,  and  long  after  he  shall  have  become 
a  disembodied  spirit,  his  memory  and  name  will  be 
cherished  and  reverenced  for  the  part  he  has  taken 
in  its  upbuilding.  He  is  a  man  of  weight  and  influ- 
ence in  business  circles,  as  his  transactions  are  con-  1 
-^•^ ^ ' 


ducted  by  strictly  legitimate  methods,  and  his  in- 
tegrity is  inflexible.  He  never  seeks  ofTicial  honors, 
but  has  held  the  oflfioes  of  Justice  of  the  Peace,  Con- 
stable, Township  Treasurer,  and  he  was  Postmaster 
under  Ta34orand  Fillmore's  administrations,  and  at 
the  same  time  was  telegraph  operator  on  the  old 
Snow's  line  from  Chicago  to  Monroe.  Politically, 
he  affiliates  with  the  Republicans.  He  is  President 
of  the  Harmonial  Society,  and  an  exponent  of  the 
belief  that  the  spirits  of  the  dead  remain  on  earth, 
and  that  ''Man  is  the  hiofhest  o^rade  of  intellio^ence." 
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ORM  G.  COOPER.  Among  the  men  who 
have  contributed  to  the  bone  and  sinew^  of 
the  business  interests  of  Sturgis,  the  citi- 
zens of  that  place  recognize  in  Mr.  Cooper  no  un- 
important factor.  A  native  of  Waterloo,  N.  Y., 
he  was  born  July  5,  1838,  of  the  tribe  of  Levi. 
The  family  removed  to  Fulton,  N.  Y.,  and  young 
Norman  entered  upon  his  business  career  peddling 
newspapers.  A  little  later  he  commenced  an  ap- 
prenticeship at  the  jewelers'  trade,  and  finally  went 
to  Hannibal,  Mo.,  with  his  employer,  in   1856. 

After  a  brief  period  spent  on  the  other  side  of 
the  Mississippi  our  subject  returned  to  his  home  in 
the  Empire  State,  sojourning  both  at  Hannibal  and 
Red  Creek.  About  this  time  occurred  the  outbreak 
of  the  Rebellion,  and  our  subject  enlisted  as  a  Union 
soldier  in  Company  F,  24th  New  York  Infantry, 
in  May,  1861,  under  the  first  call  for  troops.  He 
met  the  enemy  in  battle  and  continued  with  his 
regiment  until  shot  in  the  right  arm  and  also  taken 
prisoner  at  the  second  Bull  Run  fight,  Aug.  29, 
1861.  He  was  exchanged  in  a  few  months  and 
joined  his  regiment,  after  which  he  was  presented 
with  a  Lieutenant's  commission.  He  was  mustered 
out  in  May,  1863,  and  repairing  to  his  native 
county  engaged  in  the  jewelry  business  and  cloth- 
ing trade  at  Red  Creek. 

In  1867  Mr.  Cooper  changed  the  scen^  of  his 
operations  to  Burr  Oak,  Mich.,  opening  a  store 
with  jewelry  and  sewing-machines.  Later  he  sold 
out  and  came  to  Sturgis,  taking  up  his  residence 
here  about  1880,  and  engaged  in  the  life,  fire  in- 
surance and  pension  business.     We  next  find  him 
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occupying  the  editorial  chair  of  the  Coffee  Cooler^ 
a  paper  mostly  devoted  to  the  interests  of  the  G. 
A.  R. 

Mr.  Cooper  is  identified  with  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternity, and  has  occupied  the  various  offices  of  his 
lodge,  being  Past  Master  of  Eagle  Lodge  No.  124, 
at  Burr  Oak,  Past  Grand  of  Sturgis  Prairie  Lodge, 
1.  O.  O.  F.,  and  a  member  of  the  Chapter  in  Sturgis. 
He  is  prominently  identified  with  the  G.  A.  R.,  be- 
ing Past  Inspector  of  the  Michigan  Department, 
Past  Commander  of  A.  B.  Sturges  Post  No.  73, 
aid  on  the  staff  of  Commander-in-Chief  William 
Warner,  and  also  aid  on  the  staff  of  Commander- 
in-Chief  George  B.  Abbott,  Sons  of  Veterans,  U. 
S.  A.;  also  Captain  of  Wood  Camp  No.  Ill,  Stur- 
gis. Mr.  Cooper  is  often  invited  to  speak  at  camp 
fires  and  other  gatherings  of  the  Sons  of  Veterans, 
being  a  fluent  talker  and  possessing  eloquence  in  a 
marked  degree.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  say  that 
he  is  an  ardent  Republican  and  is  also  interested  in 
the  success  of  the  temperance  movement. 

Mr.  Cooper  w^as  married  at  Quincy,  this  State,  in 
1866,  to  Miss  Lucelia  A.  Quereau.  They  have  a 
daughter  and  son:  Ethel  A.,  aged  (1889)  sixteen 
years,  and  Leon  N.,  nearly  fifteen.  Mr.  Cooper 
observes  that  he  ''  manages  to  keep  poor  but  some- 
what respectable."  Certain  it  is,  however,  that  he 
manages  to  maintain  a  position  of  popularity 
among  his  townspeople,  and  forms  a  member  of  the 
body  politic  with  which  they  could  not  very  well 
dispense. 


,i^^\  RS.  JANE  VANDERMARK.  There  are 
few  residents  of  Mendon  Village  and  vicin- 
ity unacquainted  with  the  name  of  this  es- 
timable lady,  who  occupies  a  beautiful 
home,  and  is  the  ow^ner  of  valuable  property  in  the 
township.  A  lady  of  culture  and  refinement,  and 
possessing  a  good  education,  she  represents  the  bet- 
ter element  of  this  county,  to  which  she  came  in 
the  days  of  its  early  development.  She  has  watched 
with  warm  interest  the  growth  of  Southern  Michi- 
gan, and  as  the  wife  of  one  of  its  most  prominent 
men  assisted  by  her  encouragement  and  influence 
in  his  labors  toward  bringing  a  portion  of  its 
territory  to  a  state  of  cultivation,  erecting  thereon 
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a  comfortable  homestead  and  accumulating  a  gener- 
ous portion  of  this  world's  goods.  The  maia 
points  in  a  history  of  more  than  ordinary  interest 
are  as  follows: 

Mrs.  Vandermark  was  born  Dec.  24,  1817,  in 
Murray,  Orleans  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  is  the  daughter  of 
Joel  and  Clarissa  (Reed)  Warren,  who  were  natives 
respectivelyv  of  Vermont  and  Connecticut.  The 
father  in  early  manhood  learned  the  trade  of  car- 
penter, and  was  a  skilled  mechanic,  becoming  in 
due  time  an  architect  of  excellent  reputation.  He 
emigrated  to  Michigan  in  1848,  and  subsequently 
turned  his  attention  mostly  to  farming.  When 
about  forty  years  old  he  met  with  an  accident 
which  rendered  him  a  cripple  for  life,  but  such  was 
his  courage  and  energy  that  he  was  enabled  to 
carry  on  this  business  successfully  and  provide  a 
good  living  for  his  famUy.  His  death  took  place 
at  the  homestead  in  Holly ,Oakland  County,  in  1863, 
when  he  was  sixty-three  years  old.  His  wife,  the 
mother  of  Mrs.  V.,  died  in  the  fall  of  1872,  at  the 
same  place. 

To  the  parents  of  our  subject  there  was  born  a 
family  of  eleven  children.  These  were  named  re- 
spectively: Adeline,  Jane,  Erastus,  Charles,  Lemuel, 
Joseph,  George,  Mary,  Sarah,  Rhoda  A.  and  Al- 
mira. 

The  childhood  and  youth  of  Mrs.  Vandermark 
were  spent  under  the  parental  roof,  and  on  the  23d 
of  February,  1837,  she  was  united  in  marriage  with 
John  Vandermark.  They  started  in  September 
following  for  Michigan,  which  had  then  been  a  State 
but  a  few  months,  having  been  admitted  to  the 
Union  in  January  of  that  year.  They  made  the 
journey  by  water,  canal  and  Lake  Erie  to  Detroit, 
and  thence  overland  by  team  to  this  county.  Mr. 
V.  purchased  forty  acres  of  land  in  Mendon  Town- 
ship, only  one  acre  of  which  had  been  disturbed  by 
the  plowshare.  The  Indians  still  lingered  in  this 
vicinity,  and  their  white  neighbors  were  few  and 
far  between.  Mr.  Vandermark  put  up  a  log  cabin, 
and  the  young  people  commenced  the  journey  of 
life  together  w^ith  little  capital  save  their  affection 
for  each  other,  their  courageous  hearts  and  willing 
hands.  They  experienced  the  usual  hardships  and 
privations  of  pioneer  life,  and  lived  upon  their  first 
purchase  ten  years.  Mr.  Vandermark  then  selling 
■» 


r 


J. 


-•►^A- 


490 


ST.  JOSEPH  COUNTY. 


4 


out  purchased  155  acres  in  Leonidas  Township, 
where  he  improved  a  fine  farm,  which  is  still  in  the 
possession  of  his  widow  and  children.  Upon  this 
has  been  erected  a  substantial  set  of  frame  build- 
ings, including  three  barns  and  a  modern  residence. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Vandermark  occupied  that  homestead 
a  period  of  nearly  forty  years,  and  in  the  autumn 
of  1883,  retiring  from  the  more  active  labors  of 
life  took  up  their  abode  in  the  village,  where  the 
death  of  Mr.  Vandermark  occurred  Oct.  9,  1886, 
after  an  illness  of  five  years,  during  which  he  had 
at  times  been  a  great  sufferer. 

John  Vandermark  was  born  in  Marble  Township, 
Ulster  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Jan.  6,  1813,  where  he  acquired 
a  common-school  education  and  was  reared  to  man- 
hood. He  followed  farming  all  his  life,  and  after 
coming  to  Michigan  was  greatly  prospered  in  his 
labors  and  accounted  one  of  the  leading  farmers  of 
St.  Joseph  County.  He  was  a  very  benevolent 
man  and  a  father  to  the  poor,  giving  of  his  means  to 
those  less  fortunate  and  never  turning  away  from 
his  door  anyone  who  was  in  need.  He  was  a  con- 
scientious member  of  the  Democratic  party,  a  man 
decided  in  his  views,  and  one  who  advocated  his 
principles  with  all  the  strength  of  his  character. 
Genial  and  hospitable,  he  is  kindly  remembered  by 
hosts  of  friends,  and  passed  away  in  peace  with  full 
hope  of  a  blessed  hereafter.  We  gladly  copy 
from  a  sketch  of  Mr.  Vandermark  which  appeared 
in  a  local  paper  at  the  time  of  his  death.  This 
clearly  shows  the  estimation  in  which  he  was  held 
by  his  neighbors : 

'^  Our  esteemed  fellow-townsman  is  no  more.  He 
passed  away  peacefully  and  quietly,  after  giving 
full  directions  as  to  the  preparations  for  his  funeral, 
which  he  desired  to  take  place  quietly  and  without 
ostentation.  He  was  held  in  highest  esteem  by  all 
who  knew  him,  and  always  proved  to  be  a  worthy 
citizen,  kind  neighbor,  husband  and  father,  as  well 
as  of  industrious,  economical  and  regular  habits. 
John  Vandermark  was  born  in  Ulster  County,  N. 
Y.,  Jan.  6,  1813.  He  went  to  Orleans  County,  N. 
Y.,  in  1835,  was  married  Feb.  23,  1837,  to  Jane 
Warren,  and  in  the  following  September  moved  to 
Michigan,  in  this  county,  and  first  settled  in  Men- 
don.  He  lived  on  the  prairie,  just  across  the  town 
line   in  Leonidas  Township,  on  a    farm  which    he 


developed,  improved  and  occupied  since  the  year 
1847,  leaving  the  farm  only  to  occupy,  a  fine 
residence  in  this  place,  where  he  finally  breathed 
his  last.  His  occupation  was  farming  during  all 
these  years.  The  fruits  of  his  marriage  were  but 
two  children ;  one  of  them,  the  late  Mrs.  Charles 
Cattell,  departed  this  life  about  seven  years  ago. 
The  elder  daughter,  Mrs.  John  Simpson,  still  sur- 
vives him.  The  funeral  was  very  largely  attended, 
and  the  general  verdict  is  Mendon  has  lost  one  of 
her  most  highly  respected  citizens.  His  aged  con- 
sort still  survives  him,  and  has  the  s3/mpathy  of  this 
entire  community  in  her  bereavement,  though  she 
is  well  provided  for,  and  has  hopes  of  living  some 
years  yet  to  enjoy  the  fruits  of  their  joint  industry 
and  economy." 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Vandermark  there  were  born 
two  children  only:  Lydia  A.  is  now  the  wife  of 
John  Simpson,  a  farmer  in  good  circumstances, 
carrying  on  agriculture  successfully  in  Nottawa 
Township;  they  have  three  children — Alice,  Will- 
iam and  Elwin;  Marion,  the  younger  daughter,  be- 
came the  wife  of  Charles  Cattell,  and  died  at  her 
home  in  Mendon  Township,  June  4,  1879;  she  left 
three  children,  two  daughters  and  a  son — Addie, 
Agnes  and  John  C.  Marion  was  born  April  4, 
1844,  and  w^as  married  March  8,  1871. 
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^55^EORGE  DUNNING,  a  prominent  farmer  of 
ill  Sturgis,  has  for  nearly  thirty  years  been  act- 

"^^S  ively  identified  with  the  agricultural  inter- 
ests of  St.  Joseph  County,  and  is  a  most  worthy 
representative  of  the  class  which  has  done  so  much 
for  its  development  and  for  the  promotion  of  its 
material  prosperity. 

Mr.  Dunning  was  born  in  Penfield  Township, 
Monroe  Co.,  N-.  Y.,  Sept.  16,  1816,  coming  of  a 
good  New  England  ancestry.  His  paternal  grand- 
father, Martin  Dunning,  was  the  son  of  an  English- 
man, who  was  one  of  three  brothers  who  came  to 
America  before  the  Revolution,  and  cast  in  their 
lot  with  the  Colonists.  The  Hon.  Josiah  Dunning, 
one  of  the  early  Governors  of  Indiana,  was  a  lineal 
descendant  of  one  of  the  historical   three  brothers 
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just  mentioned.  Amos  Dunning,  tlie  father  of  our 
subject,  was  born  in  Vermont,  and  became  an  early 
settler  of  Monroe  County,  and  at  one  time  could 
have  bought  the  city  of  Rochester  for  1500.  He 
actively  assisted  in  the  development  of  the  sur- 
rounding.country  from  the  wilderness  that  in  those 
days   prevailed  in  Western  and  Central  New  York. 

Our  subject  received  a  substantial  education  in 
his  native  county,  and  was  thus  amply  fitted  for  a 
teacher,  which  profession  he  adopted  as  an  avoca- 
tion, teaching,  however,  but  a  short  time,  prefer- 
ring to  devote  himself  to  his  calling  as  a  farmer. 
In  1846  he  moved  to  Chautauqua  County,  in  his 
native  State,  and  thence  came  to  this  county  in 
April,  1860.  He  immediately  purchased  his  pres- 
ent place  of  residence,  and  has  lived  there  ever 
since.  By  persistent  and  well-directed  industry, 
combined  with  sound  judgment  and  prudence,  he 
has  improved  one  of  the  finest  and  most  desirable 
farms  in  St.  Joseph  County.  It  comprises  160  acres 
of  exceedingly  fertile  soil,  which  he  cultivates  after 
the  most  approved  methods.  He  has  erected  a 
commodious  and  well-appointed  house,  a  fine  barn 
and  other  substantial  farm  buildings,  and  has  his 
farm  well  supplied  with  modern  machinery  for 
lightening  labor.  Mr.  Dunning  is  in  prosperous 
circumstances,  and  is  numbered  among  the  solid, 
well-to-do  citizens  of  the  county. 

Our  subject  and  Miss  Maria  Shoecraft  were  united 
in  marriage  Jan.  8,  1840,  and  thus  for  nearl}^  half 
a  century  they  have  traveled  life's  journey  together, 
dividing  its  sorrows  and  doubling  its  joys.  Mrs. 
Dunning  is  a  daughter  of  John  Shoecraft,  a  native 
of  Monroe  County,  N.  Y.,  where  she  was  also  born. 
Of  her  happy  wedded  life  with  our  subject  five 
children  have  been  born,  four  of  whom  are  spared 
to  bless  their  declining  years:  Laura;  Albert  B.,  a 
prominent  attorney  of  Sturgis,  of  whom  see  sketch 
on  another  page;  Frank  A.  and  Marion.  Helen, 
the  youngest,  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-seven  years. 
She  was  engaged  to  be  married  to  James  M.  Guffy, 
natural  gas  dealer  of  Pittsburgh,  Pa.  Laura  mar- 
ried George  Gardner,  of  this  township,  and  they 
have  two  children:  Matie,  a  prominent  school 
teacher,  and  Bertie.  Mary  married  Hubert  Reed^ 
of  Sturgis,  and  they  have  one  child,  Bertie. 

Mr.  Dunning  is  well   gifted  mentally,  possesses 


rare  stability  of  character,  and  is  in  every  way  an 
invaluable  citizen.  His  fellow-townsmen,  regard- 
ing him  as  a  man  particularly  well  endowed  with 
strong  common  sense  and  other  attributes  that  con- 
duce to  success  in  public  life,  have  often  besought 
him  to  take  some  ofl3ce  within  their  gift,  and  with- 
out his  seeking  official  honors  he  has  had  them 
thrust  upon  him,  so  to  speak,  as  they  have  often 
elected  him  without  his  knowledge  or  consent  to 
some  position,  and  thus  he  became  Highway  Com- 
missioner in  1882,  and  served  efficiently  one  term. 
He  and  his  family  occupy  a  high  social  position  in 
the  community,  and  are  known  and  beloved  by  a 
large  circle  of  friends. 
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ILAS  STOW  has  been  an  important  factor 
in  the  upbuilding  of  Sturgis,  where  he  is 
now  prosperously  engaged  as  a  dealer  in 
produce,  and  in  him  the  town  finds  one  of  its 
ablest  and  most  trustj^  civic  officers,  behaving  held 
the  responsible  position  of  Supervisor  for  eight  years. 
Our  subject  is  a  worthy  descendant  of  well-known 
New  England  families,  who  settled  in  that  part  of 
the  countr}^  when  it  was  under  Colonial  govern- 
ment. 

Our  subject  is  a  native  of  the  good  old  State  of 
Connecticut,  the  land  of  steady  habits  and  blue 
laws,  and  the  pretty  town  of  Colebrook,  in  Litch- 
field County,  was  the  place  of  his  birth,  and  April 
20,  1817,  the  date  thereof.  He  comes  of  a  stalwart, 
hard}^  long-lived  race.  His  father,  Calvin  Stow,  a 
native  of  Middletown,  Conn.,  lived  to  be  seventy- 
nine  years  old;  his  father's  sister  Lottie,  Mrs.  Bell, 
died  in  Jefferson.  Ashtabula  Co.,  Ohio,  in  1886,  at 
the  remarkable  age  of  one  hundred  and  four  years, 
and  another  sister,  Katie,  Mrs.  Williams,  of  Bloom- 
ington.  111.,  attained  the  advanced  age  of  one 
hundred  years  before  death  claimed  her.  The  pa- 
ternal grandfather  of  our  subject,  Calvin  Stow,  was 
a  native  of  England.  Our  subject's  mother,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Esther  De  Wolfe,  was  of  French 
ancestry,  but  the  family  made  their  appearance  in 
New  England  prior  to  the  Revolution,  in  which 
war  her  father,  Daniel  De  Wolfe,  was  a  gallant  sol- 
dier.    Our   subject's   father  in  earl}^  life  was  a  ear- 
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pentei;  and  joiner  by  trade,  and  followed  that  calling 
until  he,  was  fifty-five  or  sixty  years  old,  when  he 
turned  his  attention  to  farming.  To  him  and  his  wife 
were  born  nine  children,  of  whom  the  following  grew 
to  maturity:  William,  Edward,  Charles,  Harriet, 
Mary,  Cornelia,  Silas  and  Emily,  the  latter  dying 
after  reaching  womanhood,  leaving  a  family  of  chil- 
dren. 

Silas  Stow  grew  to  manhood  amid  the  scenery 
of  his  native  county,  and  received  an  excellent 
education,  the  Connecticut  schools  even  in  that  day 
being  famous  for  their  superiority.  After  leaving 
school  he  worked  two  years  in  a  chair  factory  in 
Barkhamsted,  in  his  native  county,  and  then  went 
to  Hartford,  in  the  same  State,  to  act  as  clerk  in  the 
dry-goods  store  of  Bowles,  Sexton  &  Co.,  on  Siloam 
street,  and  during  the  seven  years  that  he  remained 
in  their  employ  he  traveled  quite  extensively  for 
the  firm.  At  one  time  they  sent  him  into  Michigan 
on  a  collecting  tour,  and  he  was  infatuated  with 
this  country,  and  resolved  to  settle  in  St.  Joseph 
County  if  he  should  ever  come  West.  In  1846  our 
subject  entered  into  business  on  his  own  account, 
and  building  a  chair  factory  in  Middleville,  N.  Y., 
ran  it  two  years.  In  1848  he  moved  to  Montville, 
Ohio,  and  erected  a  chair  factory  in  that  town. 
In  1850  he  traded  it  for  a  farm,  but  in  1854  he  re- 
sumed the  manufacturing  of  chairs,  coming  to  Sturgis 
and  building  and  operating  a  factory  in  this  place 
for  several  years,  employing  from  fifty  to  sixty 
hands  and  doing  a  large  business.  During  the  war 
he  exchanged  his  factory  for  a  farm  in  Barry 
County,  this  State,  and  for  some  land  in  Minnesota. 
In  the  latter  part  of  the  war  he  bought  cavalry 
horses  for  the  United  States  Government.  He  em- 
barked in  his  present  business  in  1867. 

Our  subject  was  married,  Oct.  20,  1840,  to  Mary 
L.,  daughter  of  Elisha  and  Catherine  (Coe)  Ran- 
som,  natives  of  Connecticut.  They  are  both  de. 
ceased.  Mrs.  Stow  was  born  in  Sherburne,  N.  Y., 
Dec.  29,  1815.  Her  union  with  our  subject  has 
been  a  happy  one,  extending  over  a  period  of  nearly 
fifty  years,  and  it  has  been  blessed  to  them  by  the 
birth  of  two  children-^Franklin  N.  and  Charles  E. 
The  latter,  who  married  Isabella  Buck,  lives  in 
Chicago,  and  to  him  and  his  wife  has  come  one 
child,  Flora;  Franklin  is  a  commission  merchant  at 


No.  138  South  Water  street,  Chicago,  111.;  he  mar- 
ried Sophia  Buck,  and  they  have  two  children  liv- 
ing— Jessie  and  Franklin  O.  Their  son  Philip  S., 
who  died  at  the  age  of  nineteen,  was  a  promising 
young  man  of  high  character,  and  was  bright  and 
well  educated. 

Mr.  Stow  has  been  an  invaluable  citizen  of  Stur- 
gis since  his  advent  here  thirty-five  years  ago.  He 
has  taken  a  hearty  interest  in  extending  its  business 
and  commercial  relations  with  the  outside  country, 
and  has  ever  lent,  his  influence  to  all  good  schemes 
for  its  advancement.  He  is  not  a  member  of  any 
church,  but  contributes  generously  to  the  support 
of  religious  institutions.  His  charity  and  benevo- 
lence are  well  known,  and  his  means  are  heavily 
taxed  to  relieve  the  sufferings  of  the  unfortunate  and 
downtrodden.  He  is  an  unassuming  man,  and  cares 
not  for  the  emoluments  and  honors  of  public  ofl3ce, 
but  was  prevailed  upon  by  his  many  friends  to  ac- 
cept his  present  position  of  Supervisor,  and  for  four 
years  he  was  a  member  of  the  Town  Council. 
While  a  resident  of  Ohio  he  was  elected  Justice  of 
the  Peace,  but  refused  to  serve.  He  is  a  Mason, 
and  has  been  as  high  as  the  Commandery. 
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ENJAMIN  F.  WEINBERG.  This  name 
will  be  recognized  as  belonging  to  one  of 
the  finest  old  families  of  Pennsylvania. 
The  gentleman  herein  treated  of  is  a  most 
worthy  representative  of  his  race,  numbers  of  whom 
are  widely  and  favorably  known  throughout  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania.  His  father,  Samuel  Wein- 
berg, was  born  there,  in  Armstrong  County,  in 
1812,  and  carried  on  farming  until  the  removal  to 
Michigan  in  1840.  Here  he  located  in  Lockport 
Township  on  the  Buck  farm,  in  the  vicinity  of 
Three  Rivers,  but  later  removed  to  Park  Town- 
ship, where  he  lived  three  years,  engaged  in  farm- 
ing. Subsequently  he  changed  his  residence  to  the 
Lantz  farm,  which  he  operated  one  year,  then  re- 
turned to  Park  Township,  purchasing  farm  prop- 
erty, and  sojourning  there  again  three  years.  We 
next  find  him  in  the  vicinity  of  Three  Rivers  again, 
where  he  purchased    a    half-interest  in  a  spoke  and 
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ax  handle  factory,  the  business  of  which  he  con- 
ducted two  years.  Upon  withdrawing  from  this 
he  purchased  120  acres  of  land  in  Flowerfield  Town- 
ship, on  section  35.  To  this  he  subsequently  added 
twenty  acres,  making  a  snug  farm  of  140  acres, 
where,  with  the  exception  of  three  years,  he  spent 
the  remainder  of  his  life.  During  this  interval  he 
was  a  resident  of  Three  Rivers.  His  death  took 
place  on  the  farm  in  Flowerfield  Township,  Sept. 
30,  1887. 

Mrs.  Anne  Elizabeth  (Grinder)  Weinberg,  the 
mother  of  our  subject,  is  also  a  native  of  Penn- 
sylvania, and  remains  a  resident  of  Three  Rivers, 
making  her  home  with  her  son-in-law,  William 
Hepler.  The  parental  household  included  nine 
children,  one  of  whom  died  in  infancy,  and  a  daugh- 
ter, Anne,  died  at  the  age  of  thirty-five  years.  The 
others  still  survive:  Adam  G.  is  a  mechanic,  and 
makes  his  home  in  Florida;  Hiram  is  engaged  in 
butchering  and  farming  combined,  and  makes  his 
home  in  Flowerfield  Township;  Susan  is  the  wife 
of  Dudley  M.  Francisco,  who  is  carrying  on  a 
livery  business  at  Three  Rivers;  Hannah  married 
Frank  Huffsmith,  who  is  engaged  as  a  farmer  and 
stock-buyer  in  Flowerfield  Township;  Ellen  is  the 
wife  of  William  Hepler,  who  is  conducting  a  de- 
livery business  at  Three  Rivers;  Edwin  Wesley  is 
a  prosperous  farmer  and  stock-raiser  of  Washington 
Territory. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  on  the  banks 
of  the  St.  Joseph  River,  in  Lockport  Township, 
this  county,  Oct.  10,  1844.  His  childhood  and 
youth  were  spent  at  the  old  homestead,  and  his 
education  was  conducted  in  the  common  schools. 
With  the  exception  of  five  or  six  years  spent  as 
clerk  in  a  general  store  at  Three  Rivers,  he  has 
made  farming  his  occupation.  In  1873  he  took  up 
his  permanent  residence  on  the  old  homestead.  He 
was  married,  Dec.  16,  1880,  in  Flowerfield  Town- 
ship, to  Miss  May  Eckley.  This  lady  was  born  in 
Clearfield  County,  Pa.,  Sept.  26,  1853,  and  is  the 
daughter  of  Joseph  and  Mary  (Reigle)  Eckley,  the 
former  of  whom  died  when  his  daughter  May  was 
an  infant.  The  mother  was  subsequently  married 
to  Samuel  Conser.  They  came  to  the  West  about 
1869,  and  Mrs.  Conser  died  in  Flowerfield  Town- 
ship, May  11,  1883.     Mr.  C.  makes  his  home  with 


his  stepdaughter,  and  is  now  sixty-seven  years  old. 
The  mother  was  a  member  in  good  standing  of  the 
Lutheran  Church,  To  our  subject  and  wife  there 
have  been  born  four  children :  Toria,  born  Oct.  7, 
1881;  Winnifrid,  June  2,  1883;  Fern,  Oct.  14, 
1886;  and  an  infant,  born  April  4,  1888. 

The  Weinberg  homestead  is  located  about  five 
miles  northwest  of  Three  Rivers,  and  comprises  one 
of  the  pleasantest  places  in  this  part  of  the  county. 
Our  subject  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for  Sey- 
mour, and  since  that  time  has  been  a  uniform  sup- 
porter of  the  Democratic  party.  His  brother,  Adam 
C,  served  as  a  Union  soldier  in  the  late  Civil  War. 
The  family  comprises  one  of  the  landmarks  of  St. 
Joseph  County,  to  whose  development  and  progress 
they  have  contributed  their  full  quota. 


EUBEN  H.  ESTES.     The  fact  that  the  sub- 
ject of  this   sketch  w^as  the  first  man  who 
ever  sowed  clover  seed  in   Mendon  Town- 
Iship  is  sufficient  indication  that  he  is  worthy 
to  rank  among  its  honored   pioneers.     After  years 
of  long  and  arduous   labor,  in  which  he  was  pros- 
pered, he  retired  from  the  active  duties  of  life,  and 
is  now  living  amid  the  comforts  of  a  pleasant  home 
at  Mendon.     He  first  opened   his  eyes  to  the  light 
on  the    rugged  New  England  Coast,    in  Augusta 
County,  Me.,  March  27, 1817,  and  is  the  son  of  Ben- 
jamin and  Sarah  (Kirby)  Estes,  who  were  born  and 
reared  in  the  city  of  Boston.     The  father  in   early 
manhood  learned  the  trade  of  saddletree-maker,  but 
later  turned  his  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits. 
The   parents  spent  their   last  days   in  Livingston 
County,  N.  Y.,  the  father  dying  in  the  fall  of  1852. 
Benjamin  Estes  was  a  man  of  strong  character, 
decided   in  his  views,  and  was  one  of   the   most 
worthy   exponents  of  the   doctrines  of  the  Quaker 
Church,  of  which  he  was  a  chief  pillar.  A  question 
finally  arose  among  the  brethren  concerning  the 
divinity  of  Christ;  the  father,  clinging  to  his  old 
belief,  in  which  he  had  been  reared  from   child- 
hood, continued  with  the  old  division  of  the  Friends' 
Church,  with  his  estimable  wife,  until  the  day  of  his 
death.    They  were  people  greatly  respected  in  their 
community,  and   in  their  daily  walk  and  conversa- 
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tion  were  admirable  examples  of  the  principles 
which  they  professed.  Their  family  included  ten 
children,  who  were  named  respectively:  Alice,  Al- 
len, Deborah,  Hannah;  Sarah,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  five  years;  Eda,  Benjamin,  Robert;  Reuben  H., 
our  subject,  and  Thomas. 

Mr.  Estes,  of  this  sketch,  was  the  ninth  child  of 
his  parents,  and  spent  his  boyhood  and  youth  upon 
the  farm,  acquiring  his  education  in  the  common 
schools.  Soon  after  reaching  his  majority  he  com- 
menced farming  on  his  own  account  in  the  vicinity 
of  Caledonia,  Livingston  Co.,  N.  Y,,  to  which  he 
had  removed  with  his  parents  about  1826.  Two 
years  later,  Feb.  12,  1840,  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Lydia  Dewey,  Squire  Allen  officiating.  Mrs.  Estes 
was  born  April  2,  1817,  near  Utica,  N.  Y.,  and  was 
orphaned  by  the  death  of  both  parents  when  a  little 
child  six  years  of  age.  She  was  then  taken  into  the 
home  of  a  maternal  aunt,  Mrs.  Wright,  remaining 
with  her  until  her  marriage.  She,  like  oar  subject, 
in  early  years  was  a  member  of  the  Quaker  Church, 
but  later  they  both  identified  themselves  with  the 
Congregationalists.  Of  this  union  there  were  born 
five  children,  namely:  Alice,  Mrs.  Wesley  P.  Cus- 
tard, and  the  mother  of  two  children;  Almeron,  a 
resident  of  Hartland,  Niagara  County;  Adelaide, 
who  died  in  New  York  State,  in  childhood;  Arthur, 
who  died  in  1853,  and  Eva,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
thirteen  years.  Mrs.  Lydia  Estes  departed  this  life 
at  her  home  in  Mendon,  Sept.  6,  1887. 

Mr.  Estes  left  the  Empire  State  in  the  year  1853, 
with  a  snug  sum  of  money,  and  coming  to  Men- 
don Township,  this  county,  purchased  313  acres  of 
land  lying  on  sections  28  and  33.  This  property 
he  still  retains.  Later  he  purchased  157  acres  of 
his  cousin,  which  he  sold  five  years  later  for  the 
snug  sum  of  $8,000.  He  has  speculated  consider- 
ably in  real  estate,  and  in  addition  to  his  home 
farm  has  302  acres  in  Leonidas  Township.  About 
1862  he  added  106  acres  to  the  homestead,  which 
now  embraces  420  acres — one  of  the  finest  bodies 
of  land  in  the  county.  He  has  eighty-seven  acres 
in  Kalamazoo  County,  and  246  acres  on  Nottawa 
Prairie,  making  in  all  an  estate  of  1,046  acres. 

Mr.  Estes  in  due  time  turned  his  attention  to 
the  development  of  Mendon  Village,  in  which  he 
has  been  no  unimportant  factor.     Here  he  has  a 


business  block  and  two  fine  dwellings,  the  latter 
two  stories  in  height  and  built  of  Milwaukee  brick. 
Our  subject  has  assisted  in  the  building  of  every 
church  in  Mendon  Village,  and  various  other  enter- 
prises tending  to  its  growth  and  development  uni- 
formly receive  his  support.  He  labored  industri- 
ously to  have  the  Grand  Rapids  &  Indiana  Railroad 
constructed  through  this  place,  and  was  congratu- 
lated by  numbers  of  citizens  upon  his  success.  Po- 
litically, he  is  an  advocate  of  prohibition,  but  cast 
his  vote  for  the  grandson  of  old  Tippecanoe  during 
the  late  election  (1888).  Socially,  he  is  a  Royal 
Arch  Mason,  and  stands  high  among  his  brethren. 
In  noting  men  who  have  been  important  factors  in 
bringing  St.  Joseph  County  to  her  present  condi- 
tion, JMr.  Estes  is  worthy  of  more  than  passing 
mention. 
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UTHER  T.  WILCOX,  Cashier  of  the  Three 
^  Rivers  National  Bank,  and  having  the  prin- 
^^  cipal  management  of  the  institution,  which 
is  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  solid  in  the  city,  en- 
gaged in  banking  in  this  place  first  in  1883.  He 
came  to  Three  Rivers  in  1857,  and  was  variouslj^ 
occupied  for  a  number  of  years  thereafter.  He  was 
born  near  St.  Johnsville,  Montgomery  Co.,  N.  Y., 
Oct.  2,  1832,  and  is  the  son  of  Peter  Wilcox,  a  na- 
tive of  Vermont,  who  carried  on  merchandising  in 
Montgomery  County,  N.  Y.,  a  number  of  years. 
The  mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Mary  Youker, 
was  the  daughter  of  George  Youker,  a  veteran  of 
the  Revolutionary  War,  and  was  also  born  in  Mont- 
gomery County,  N.  Y.  The  Wilcox  family  traces 
its  ancestry  back  to  England,  and  Caleb  Wilcox, 
the  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  spent  his 
last  years  in  Vermont. 

Peter  Wilcox  after  his  marriage  settled  in  Mont- 
gomery County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  resided  until 
1837,  when  he  removed  to  Jefferson  County,  in  the 
same  State.  In  May,  1852,  he  emigrated  to  Michi- 
gan, locating  with  his  family  in  Van  Buren  County, 
but  only  lived  thirty  days  thereafter,  his  death  tak- 
ing place  in  the  following  month.  There  were  six 
children,  three  boys  and  three  girls,  in  the  parental 
family,  who  are  still  living,  and  of  whom  our  sub- 
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ject  was  the  youngest  of  the  brothers.  They  are 
mostly  residents  of  Michigan,  with  the  exception 
of  Nathan,  who  is  engaged  in  contracting  in  Ten- 
nessee. One  sister,  Sarali,  is  a  resident  of  Wood- 
bury County,  Iowa. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  twenty  years  of 
age  when  lie  came  to  Michigan,  and  having  re- 
ceived a  practical  education,  was  comparatively 
well  fitted  for  the  coming  struggle  of  life.  He  had 
commenced  an  apprenticeship  at  the  carpenter's 
trade  when  a  youth  of  sixteen,  and  then  learned 
millwrighting,  which  he  followed  a  number  of 
years.  Subsequently  he  went  South,  spending  two 
years  in  the  States  of  Tennessee,  Georgia  and  Ala- 
bama. During  that  time  he  was  engaged  upon 
Government  buildings  and  bridges,  and  upon  re- 
turning to  Three  Rivers  engaged  witli  partners  in 
the  manufacture  of  sash,  doors  and  blinds,  under 
the  firm  name  of  Arnold,  Wilcox  &  Co.  He  was 
thus  occupied  for  a  term  of  nine  years,  then  sold 
out,  and  was  not  in  any  active  business  for  two 
years  thereafter. 

Our  subject  in  the  year  1877  was  elected  Sheriff 
of  St.  Joseph  County  on  the  Republican  ticket, 
serving  two  years.  Upon  retiring  from  this  office 
he  crossed  the  Mississippi  into  Dakota  Territory, 
where  he  speculated  in  lands  considerably,  and  then 
returning  to  Three  Rivers,  engaged  in  banking. 
By  purchasing  stock  in  what  was  known  as  the 
Manufacturer's  Bank,  he  assisted  in  its  reorganiza- 
tion in  1884,  when  it  was  named  the  Three  Rivers 
National  Bank,  and  Mr.  Wilcox  was  made  its  cash- 
ier. He  has  since  conducted  the  business  mostly, 
and  with  such  good  judgment  that  it  is  named 
among  the  solid  institutions  of  the  county. 

Miss  Rebecca  N.  Caldwell,  of  Three  Rivers,  be- 
came the  wife  of  our  subject  in  December,  1859,  the 
marriage  taking  place  at  the  residence  of  William 
Boudman,  Flowerfield,  St.  Joseph  Co.,  Mich.,  Mrs. 
Bondman  being  sister  of  the  bride.  Mrs.  Wilcox 
was  born  in  Columbia  County,  Pa.,  in  1829,  and  is 
the  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Jane  Caldwell,  who 
were  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  and  spent  their  last 
years  in  Columl)ia  County,  Pa.  Of  this  union 
there  have  been  born  three  sons  and  one  daughter. 
The  latter,  Laura  E.,  was  the  wife  of  John  W.  Adams, 
an  attorn 63^ -at-1  aw  in  Kalamazoo;  she  died  July  31, 


1888.  Edward  E.  married  Miss  Carrie  Wolf,  of 
Centerville,  and  is  the  assistant  cashier  of  his  father; 
Charles  W.,  a  stenographer,  also  makes  himself  use- 
ful in  the  Three  Rivers  National  Bank;  Henry  C. 
is  studying  in  the  Commercial  College  at  Three 
Rivers.  Mr.  Wilcox  uniformly  votes  the  Repub- 
lican ticket,  and  has  served  as  Assessor  and  Alder- 
man. Sociall3^  he  belongs  to  the  Masonic  fraternity, 
being  a  member  of  Three  Rivers  Lodge  No.  57, 
and  the  Commandery  No.  29.  For  a  number  of 
years  he  has  been  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Trus- 
tees of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  after  the  death  of  her 
husband  remained  a  widow  for  a  period  of  thirty 
years,  continuing  a  resident  of  Van  Buren  County, 
this  State,  where  her  death  took  place  in  1882.  His 
eldest  brother,  Nathan  W.,  married  Miss  Irene  Free- 
man, and  is  living  in  Tennessee,  engaged  in  contract- 
ing; Calvin  married  Miss  Rosana  Stuyvesant,  and 
with  his  sister,  Mary  M.,  the  wife  of  J.  Messneger,  is 
a  resident  of  Van  Buren  County,  this  State;  both 
he  and  his  brother-in-law  are  farmers;  Sarah  A. 
married  Charles  Horning,  of  Iowa,  and  Martha  A., 
the  youngest  of  the  girls,  is  the  wife  of  W.  G. 
Caldwell,  of  Three  Rivers,  this  county. 
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AMU  EL  GIBSON  is  one  of  the  substantial 
farmers  and  solid  citizens  of  Constantine 
Township,  where  he  resides  on  his  highly 
cultivated  farm,  located  on  section  11. 
He  was  born  in  Northumberland  County,  Pa.,  Sept. 
22,  1830.  The  earlier  years  of  his  life  were  passed 
on  a  farm,  and  his  education  was  received  in  the 
common  schools  of  the  community.  He  came  to 
St.  eloseph  County  with  his  father's  family,  and 
settled  in  Constantine  Township  in  the  spring  of 
1849,  where  he  has  since  resided  continuously. 

Mr.  Gibson  has  been  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits  all  his  life,  although  he  has  been  and  is 
interested  in  many  other  lines  of  business.  His 
home  farm  comprises  433  acres,  all  of  which  is 
under  a  most  complete  state  of  cultivation.  His 
improvements  are  of  the  most  extensive  and  sub- 
stantial nature.  His  residence  is  built  of  brick,  in 
modern    style,  and    is   handsomely  and  completely 
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furnished  tbroughout — every  eOTiA^enience  obtaina- 
ble may  be  found  within  its  walls.  The  barns  and 
outhouses  necessary  to  the  successful  operation  of 
his  farm  are  models  of  their  class,  and  represent 
the  investment  of  a  large  sum  of  money,  yet  in  the 
convenience  of  handling  the  crops  of  the  farm  and 
caring  for  the  animals,  it  pays  a  handsome  interest 
on  the  cost. 

Our  subject  was  married,  Dec.  20,  1860,  in  Con- 
stantine  Township,  to  Misjfe  Martha  J.  Green,  a 
daughter  of  William  W,  and  Jane  A.  (Gray) 
Green.  She  was  born  in  Cumberland,  11.  I.,  Sept. 
20,  1838.  Her  mother  died  in  Dover,  Cuyahoga  Co., 
Ohio.  Mr.  Green  was  then  married  to  Miss 
Betsey  Taylor.  Of  the  first  union  there  were  born 
four  children:  Thomas  G.,  now  a  resident  of  Cen- 
treville,  this  county;  Christopher  F.,  living  in 
Constantine;  Mrs.  Gibson,  the  wife  of  our  subject, 
and  Mary,  the  widow  of  Henry  Driscol,  who  died 
in  Porter  Township,  Cass  County.  Of  the  second 
marriage  there  was  one  child  only,  Lillie,  the  wife 
of  Henry  Sooy,  of  Cass  County,  this  State. 

William  W.  Green  was  born  in  Providence, 
P.  L,  where  he  was  married  and  lived  until  about 
1840,  engaged  in  farming  pursuits.  That  year  he 
removed  with  his  wife  and  four  children  to  Ohio, 
and  was  a  resident  of  Cuyahoga  County  eight 
years.  The  family  then  changed  their  residence 
to  PawPaw  Township,  Yan  Buren  Co.,  Mich., 
where  the  father  later  retired  from  active  life,  and 
has  since  made  his  home  with  a  daughter. 

Mr.  Gibson  is  the  father  of  six  children,  named 
Elizabeth  J.,  Caroline  I.,  John  S.,  Frances  Y.,  Ger- 
trude I.  and  William  G.  The  father  of  our  subject, 
John  Gibson,  was  born  in  Ireland;  his  mother, 
Elizabeth  DeFrance,  was  a  native  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. The  father  came  from  Ireland  to  Penn- 
sylvania when  he  was  but  two  years  of  age.  The 
grandfather  of  our  subject  was  a  Scotchman.  The 
parents  came  from  Pennsylvania  to  St.  Joseph 
County  in  1848,  and  in  1849  they  settled  in  Con- 
stantine Township,  where  they  lived  until  the  time 
of  their  death. 

In  addition  to  his  farming  operations  Mr.  Gib- 
son owns  valuable  real  estate  outside  of  Constan- 
tine. He  owns  a  brick  block  in  the  center  of 
Three   Rivers;    he   has   also   bought   the    Central 


State  Bank,  located  in  Geneseo,  Rice  Co.,  Kan., 
after  it  had  been  in  operation  about  a  year.  His 
son,  John  S.  Gibson,  is  cashier  of  the  bank,  and 
under  his  careful  and  conservative  management  it 
takes  rank  among  the  solid  institutions  of  the 
State.  Mr.  Gibson  also  makes  a  specialty  of  loan- 
ing money  to  the  citizens  of  St.  Joseph  County. 

Mr.  Gibson's  residence  is  located  on  what  is 
known  as  Broad  street.  It  presents  the  most  hand- 
some appearance  of  any  residence  in  the  township. 
This  elegant  home  is  presided  over  by  his  estimable 
wife,  who  is  a  lady  of  refinement  and  taste.  She  is 
one  of  the  leaders  in  the  social  life  of  the  locality 
in  which  they  live;  genial  and  good-hearted,  she  is 
always  found  in  any  enterprise  having  for  its  pur- 
pose the  benefit  of  those  in  need.  Those  of  the 
children  who  are  at  home  form  a  charming  family 
circle,  and  to  a  stranger  visiting  their  house  they 
extend  every  courtesy  and  attention.  Mr.  Gibson 
possesses  a  strong  personality,  and  where  he  is 
associated  with  his  fellowmen  in  any  enterprise  of 
business  or  pleasure,  he,  by  force  of  his  character, 
impresses  his  individuality  on  the  entire  proceed- 
ings so  strongly,  that  one  having  seen  the  gentle- 
man would  not  fail  to  recognize  the  ruling  spirit 
of  the  undertaking.  In  politics  he  is  identified 
with  the  Democratic  party.  Although  frequently 
solicited  b}^  his  neighbors  and  friends  to  accept 
official  favors  at  their  hands,  he  has  steadfastly 
declined  to  do  so. 

John  Gibson,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
June  24,  1799,  and  came  to  this  country  with  his 
father,  Samuel  Gibson,  in  1801,  they  settling  in 
Lycoming  County,  Pa.,  where  John  was  reared  on 
a  farm.  Upon  reaching  manhood  he  purchased 
land  for  himself,  which  he  afterward  sold  and 
removed  to  Northumberland  County,  where  he 
purchased  another  farm  of  106  acres,  which  he 
occupied  until  coming  West.  This  journey  was 
performed  in  1848,  and  he  lived  the  first  year  in 
Northern  Indiana,  adjacent  to  the  Michigan  line. 
The  following  spring  he  rented  200  acres  of  land 
in  Constantine  Township,  this  covmty,  which  com- 
prises the  present  homestead.  He  was  married  to 
his  wife,  Elizabeth  B.  DeFrance,  Dec.  15,  1825. 
This  lady  was  of  French  extraction,  and  was  born 
Oct.  1,  1799,  near  Jersey  Shore,  Lycoming  Co.,  Pa. 
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In  1849  Jolm  Gibson  came  to  Constantine,  Mich., 
witli  liis  family,  consisting  of  liis  wife,  seven  chil- 
dren and  his  father.  The  latter  died  at  the  age 
of  eighty-two  years  and  eight  months.  His  wife 
died  Dec.  3,  1859,  at  the  age  of  sixty  years.  Both 
were  devoted  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
in  which  the  father  had  been  for  many  years 
an  Elder  in  Northumberland  County,  Pa.,  and 
was  also  an  Elder  in  this  county  up  to  a  short 
time  before  his  death.  To  this  worthy  couple 
there  were  born  seven  children:  Ellen  M.  is  the 
widow  of  William  Daniels,  and  lives  in  Hillsdale 
County,  this  State;  Nancy  D.  is  the  wife  of  John 
F.  Wolf,  a  farmer  and  banker  near  Centreville; 
Samuel,  of  our  sketch,  was  the  third  child;  Sarah 
J.  is  the  wife  of  Otis  Arnold,  of  Three  Rivers; 
Julia  married  T.  G.  Greene,  of  Centreville;  Will- 
iam F.  is  a  resident  of  Three  Rivers,  as  is  also  Mary 
E.,  the  wife  of  George  Shurtz. 

W  EVI  COLE.  As  an  exponent  of  the  results 
I  (^  ^^  industry  and  perseverance,  the  subject  of 
jIL^.  this  biography  occupies  a  position  in  the 
front  ranks.  After  years  of  arduous  labor  he  finds 
himself  in  possession  of  a  competence,  and  now, 
practically  retired  from  the  active  labors  of  life,  is 
occupying  a  comfortable  home  on  Nottawa  street, 
in  Mendon  Tillage.  He  looked  upon  St.  Joseph 
County  in  its  pioneer  days,  and  has  contributed  his 
full  quota  to  her  development  and  prosperity. 

A  native  of  the  Buckeye  State,  Mr.  Cole  was 
born  in  Orange  Township,  Cuyahoga  Co.,  Ohio, 
March  12,  1834,  and  is  the  son  of  Jonathan  and 
Lydia  (Frisbie)  Cole,  who  were  natives  of  Connecti- 
cut. The  Cole  family  is  of  English  origin,  and  the 
ancestry  of  our  subject  it  is  believed  emigrated  to 
America  during  the  Colonial  days.  Jonathan  Cole 
was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and  emigrating  from 
New  England  in  early  life,  settled  on  the  Western 
Reserve  in  Ohio,  near  the  bank  of  the  Chagrin 
River,  where  he  spent  his  last  days,  living  to  be  an 
old  man.  He  was  twice  married,  his  second  wife 
having  been  Miss  Lydia  Baker,  who  is  still  living, 
and  residing  in  Cumberland,  Md.,  with  a  married 
daughter.     The  father  of  our  subject  was  success- 


ful in  accumulating  a  good  property,  and  is  remem- 
bered as  a  good  man,  a  kind  and  indulgent  parent, 
one  who  did  good  as  he  had  opportunity.  He  had 
identified  .himself  with  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and 
politically,  supported  the  Democratic  party.  The 
mother  of  our  subject  died  about  1838,  in  Cuya- 
hoga County,  Ohio. 

Levi  Cole  was  the  seventh  child  of  the  parental 
household  and  the  younger  of  his  own  mother's 
two  children.  Of  the  second  marriage  of  his  father 
there  were  born  five  children,  three  of  whom  are 
living,  two  residents  of  Missouri  and  one  of  Mary- 
land. Levi,  in  common  with  the  others,  was  at  an 
early  age  made  familiar  with  farm  pursuits,  and  ac- 
quired a  very  good  education.  He  completed  his 
studies  in  the  city  of  Cleveland,  after  having  been 
a  student  of  the  school  at  Chagrin  Falls,  and  then 
entered  the  office  of  the  Cleveland  Herald,  as  clerk 
and  book-keeper.  After  a  year's  experience  in  that 
line  he  decided  upon  coming  to  the  farther  West. 

Young  Cole  upon  leaving  his  native  State  made 
his  way  first  to  Detroit,  then  to  Kalamazoo,  where 
he  was  first  employed  as  clerk  in  a  lumber-yard, 
and  afterward  for  a  time  in  a  grocery  store.  In 
the  fall  of  1857  he  came  to  Mendon,  engaging  here 
in  the  grocery  business,  his  partner  being  Charles 
Gibbs,  his  former  employer,  and  in  the  course  of 
time  managed  to  save  a  little  mone}^,  which  he  in- 
vested in  village  property.  This  proved  a  fortun- 
ate move,  and  from  tliat  time  on  he  gave  his  atten- 
tion principally  to  the  building  up  of  Mendon, 
having  now  four  good  business  blocks  and  tw^o 
residences.  In  the  former  is  included  the  Opera 
House,  a  structure  three  stories  in  height  and  cover- 
ing an  area  of  66x80  feet.  It  has  a  seating  capacity 
of  800,  and  has  become  one  of  the  indispensable 
institutions  of  the  place. 

Our  subject  was  first  married  in  Mendon,  Sept. 
6,  1863,  to  Miss  Emma  A.  Gibbs,  who  became  the 
mother  of  one  child,  a  daughter,  Grace  L.,  and  died 
at  their  home  in  Mendon,  Jan.  6,  1872.  Their 
daughter  Grace  is  the  wife  of  Benjamin  F.  Os- 
good, the  village  Postmaster.  On  the  29th  of 
January,  1873,  our  subject  contracted  a  second 
matrimonial  alliance,  with  Miss  Margaret  McFall. 
This  lady  was  born  in  Erie  County,  Ohio,  Feb.  14, 
1841,  and  is  the  daughter  of  William  H.  and  Sarah 
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H.  (Mackey)  McFall,  wlio  were  natives  respectively 
of  Pennsylvania  and  New  Jersey.  Mr.  McFall  was 
born  in  1814  and  is  still  living,  making  his  home 
in  Sandusky,  Ohio.  The  mother  died  in  1853  in 
Erie  County,  Ohio.  They  were  the  parents  of 
eight  children,  one  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  Mrs. 
Cole  was  the  second  child.  After  the  death  of  his 
first  wife  Mr.  McFall  was  married  the  second  time, 
to  Miss  Clara  Miles,  by  whom  he  became  the  father 
of  four  more  children.  He  has  been  a  Deacon  in 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  for  a  period  of 
thirty  years,  and  belongs  to  the  Masonic  fraternity. 
Politically,  he  affiliates  with  the  Republican  party. 
Of  this  marriage  of  our  subject  there  have  been 
born  three  children:  Fanny  D.,  Nov.  22,  1875; 
Tula  M.,  March  29,  1877,  and  Leva  M.,  June  26, 
1879. 

The  Cole  residence  is  one  of  the  finest  in  the 
village  of  Mendon,  and  our  subject  and  his  esti- 
mable wife  are  numbered  among  its  most  highly  re- 
spected citizens.  Both  are  members  in  good  stand- 
ing of  the  Episcopal  Church,  in  which  Mr.  Cole 
has  served  as  Treasurer  and  Trustee  for  some  time. 
Politically,  he  is  a  stanch  Democrat.  He  has  held 
the  various  minor  offices,  including  those  of  Town- 
ship and    Village  Treasurer  and  Village  Trustee. 

^^EORGE  ALBERT  ANGEVINE,  a  lifelong 
(if  ^  J'esident  of  Mendon  Township,  it  being  bis 
^^M  native  place,  is  a  son  of  one  of  the  earliest 
pioneers  of  Michigan,  who  came  within  its  borders 
prior  to  the  time  it  was  transformed  from  a  Terri- 
tory to  a  State.  The  latter,  Stephen  D.  Angevine, 
was  a  native  of  Putnam  County,  N.  Y.,  and  born 
near  the  city  of  Poughkeepsie.  He  married  Miss 
Jane  A.  Woods,  a  native  of  Center  County,  Pa. 

The  father  of  our  subject  at  an  earl}^  period  in 
his  life  became  a  resident  of  Niagara  Countj',  N. 
Y.,  and  thence  emigrated  to  this  county.  Miss 
Woods  came  about  1829  with  her  father,  who 
located  in  Washtenaw  County  during  the  period  of 
its  early  settlement,  and  a  few  years  later  removed 
to  Nottawa.  The  young  people  were  married  in 
Centreville,  and  settled  in  Mendon  Township  upon 
a  tract  of  new  land,  in  1843,  from  which  they  con- 
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structed  a  homestead,  and  where  they  spent  the 
remainder  of  their  lives.  The  father  rested  from 
his  earthly  labors  June  19,  1878,  in  the  sixty-third 
year  of  his  age.  The  mother  passed  away  some 
years  after  the  decease  of  her  husband,  April  8, 
1883,  in  the  sixty-fourth  year  of  her  age.  They 
were  the  parents  of  three  children,  one  of  wiiom,  a 
son,  died  young.  Samuel  H.,  the  brother  of  our  sub- 
ject, is  a  resident  of  Mendon. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  first  opened  his  eyes 
to  the  light  at  the  modest  homestead  of  his  parents 
in  Mendon  Township,  Nov.  16,  1843.  The  farm 
was  located  on  section  32,  and  is  now  the  property 
of  Samuel  H.  George,  like  his  brother,  spent  his 
boyhood  and  youth  making  himself  useful  to  his 
parents,  and  acquiring  his  education  in  the  district 
schools.  He  took  kindly  to  the  pursuits  of  agri- 
culture, and  has  wisely  been  content  to  make  of 
farming  his  life  vocation,  finding  ample  satisfaction 
in  the  quiet  pursuits  of  country  life  and  the  results 
of  his  labors.  In  no  haste  to  marry,  his  wedding 
occurred  after  he  had  reached  the  twenty-fifth  year 
of  his  age,  Dec.  15,  1868,  the  lady  of  his  choice  be- 
ing Miss  Marion  R.  Hendrickson,  and  the  ceremony 
taking  place  at  the  village  of  Mendon.  This 
lady  became  the  mother  of  three  children — Clar- 
ence L.,  Orley  C.  and  Lulu  M.  She  passed  awa}^ 
on  the  16th  of  May,  1881.  She  was  a  native  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  the  daughter  of  Abram  and 
Mary  A.  (Moore)  Hendrickson,  who  spent  their 
last  years  in  Mendon.  Our  subject  contracted  a 
second  marriage,  at  Three  Rivers,  April  4,  1888, 
with  Mrs.  Marion  A.  Briggs,  widow  of  Charles  D. 
Briggs,  who  died  in  Constantine,  this  State,  Feb. 
20,  1874.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Briggs  were  the  parents 
of  one  child  only,  a  daughter,  Kittie  L.,  who  is 
now  sixteen  years  of  age. 

The  present  wife  of  our  subject  was  born  Sept. 
22,  1852,  in  Three  Rivers,  and  is  the  daughter  of 
Sylvester  and  Louisa  (Carpenter)  Troy,  who  were 
natives  of  Pennsylvania  and  Massachusetts  respect- 
ively, and  came  to  Michigan  about  1834.  Mrs. 
Troy. departed  this  life  twenty-eight  years  ago,  at 
her  home  in  Three  Rivers,  in  1860.  Mr.  Troy  was 
again  married,  and  he  and  his  wife  make  their  home 
in  Three  Rivers.  Mr.  Angevine  has  been  identified 
with  the   Masonic   fraternity  since  a  young   man 
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twenty-one  years  old,  when  be  associated  himself 
with  the  lodge  at  Mendon.  He  is  a  member  of 
Blue  Lodge  No.  137,  and  also  Centreville  Chapter 
No.  11.  Politically,  he  belongs  to  the  Democratic 
party.  His  homestead  comprises  130  acres  of  fer- 
tile land,  upon  which  there  are  fairly  good  build- 
ings, and  everything  around  pleasant  and  comfort- 
able. 

Our  subject  and  his  estimable  wife  number  their 
friends  by  the  score  in  this  county,  where  they  are 
widely  known,  and  with  whose  interests  they  have 
been  identified  from  youth  up.  The  father  of  our  sub- 
ject was  a  man  prominent  in  his  community,  and  held 
the  various  township  ofHces,  discharging  his  duties 
in  that  conscientious  manner  which  was  one  of  his 
leading  characteristics.  George  A.  has  never  sought 
office,  preferring  to  give  his  attention  to  his  farm 
and  family.  Among  the  men  who  have  assisted  in 
the  development  of  St.  Joseph  County  none  have 
maintained  a  warmer  interest  in  its  prosperity. 


^^^^  EYMOUR  H.  ANDRP:WS,  one  of  the  most 
^^^  worthy  residents  of  Flowerlield  Township, 
(ijl^^  was  born  in  Posey  County,  Ind.,  Oct.  22, 

—  1822,  and  removed  with  his  parents  a  few 
years  later  to  Ontario  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he 
o-rew  to  man's  estate.  He  received  a  common-school 
education,  and  continued  a  resident  of  the  Empire 
State  until  the  spring  of  1854.  Then,  resolving  to 
cast  his  lot  with  the  people  of  the  young  and  grow- 
ing State  of  Michigan,  he  came  to  Flower  field 
Township,  and  located  on  section  34,  where  he  has 
since  resided.  His  property  embraces  eighty-seven 
and  one-half  acres  in  the  homestead  proper,  while 
he  has  fifteen  acres  on  section  26.  He  has  erected 
substantial  buildings,  and  has  signalized  himself  as 
a  straightforward  and  industrious  citizen,  one  who 
in  constructing  a  model  homestead  has  contributed 
thus  far  toward  the  development  of  St.  Joseph 
County. 

Nathan  Andrews,  our  subject's  father,  was  born  in 
Rhode  Island,  in  1782,  and  died  in  Ontario  County, 
N.  Y.,  at  the  age  of  sixty-six  years.  He  also  was 
a  mason  by  trade,  and  a  quiet  and  unobtrusive  citi- 
zen, who  made  a  good  living  for  his  family  and 


fulfilled  the  duties  of  life  in  a  praiseworthy  man- 
ner. The  mother,  Mrs.  Orpha  (Butler)  Andrews, 
was  a  native  of  York  State,  within  whose  limits  she 
spent  her  entire  life.  She  also  died  at  the  home- 
stead in  Ontario  County,  having  survived  her  hus- 
band many  years,  and  passing  away  at  the  advanced 
age  of  ninety -three.  They  were  the  parents  of  six 
children — Seymour,  William,  Frank,  Truman  and 
two  girls. 

Seymour  Andrews  when  about  thirty-one  years 
of  age  was  married,  in  Ontario  County,  N.  Y.,  to 
Miss  Chloe  Benson,  who  only  lived   a  few  years, 
her  death  taking  place  in  1856.  Of  this  union  there 
were  born  two  children:  George,  who  is  now  occu- 
pied as  a  mason  in  Flowerfield,  and  James  B.,  who 
is  following  the  same  trade  in  Goshen,  Ind.     Mr. 
Andrews   contracted  a  second    marriage,   July    9, 
1866,   with  Mrs.   Keziah  Lewis  (Ilazen)    Griffith, 
the  widow  of  William  Griffith,  and  at  the  time  of 
her  second  marriage  a  resident  of  Flowerfield.    Bv 
Mr.  Griffith  she  became  the  mother  of  five  chil- 
dren, four  of  whom  are  living.     Louisa  N.  is  the 
wife   of   George   Douglas,  a  resident   of   Jackson 
County,  111.;  Henry  C.  married  Miss  Hattie  Dewey; 
they  reside  in  Newburg  Township,  Cass  Co.,  Mich., 
and  have  one  son.   Lucinda  and  Josephine  are  at 
home.     Mrs.   Keziah   Andrews  was  born  Aug.  9, 
1827,  in  Canada,  and  is   the  daughter  of  Thomas 
and  Hannah  (Jennings)  Lewis,  the  father  of  Irish 
birth  and  parentage  and  born  in  1791.  The  mother 
was  born  in  New  York  State  in   1801.     Both  are 
now    deceased.      They  were  the  parents  of  eight 
children,  who  are  recorded  as  follows:    Sarah  and 
Mary  are  deceased;  Phebe  is  married,  and  lives  at 
Tekonsha,  this  State;  Hilda,  a  resident  of  Calhoun 
County,  is  married  and  the  mother  of  two  children; 
Keziah,  Mrs.  Andrews,  was  the  fifth  child;   Rachel 
died  in  infancy;  William,  a  resident  of  Michigan, 
is  married  and  has  one  child;  Annie  is  the  wife  of 
David  Dunton,  of  Union  City.  The  maternal  great- 
grandfather, Israel  Butler,  served  as  a  soldier  in 
the  Revolutionary  War,  and  after  the  struggle  was 
ended  was  the  recipient  of  a  pension  until  his  death. 
His  son  Nathan  later  carried  a  musket  in   the  War 
of   1812.     Thomas  Lewis  also  served  in  this  war. 
He  was  a  worthy   citizen  and  a  member  in   good 
standing  of  the  United  Brethren  Church. 
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Mr.  Andrews  upon  reaching  manhood  identified 
himself  with  the  Democratic  party.  He  remains 
loyal  to  his  first  political  faith,  and  has  held  the 
various  school  offices  of  his  township,  besides  fill- 
ing other  positions  of  trust  and  responsibility.  He 
bears  the  distinction  of  being  one  of  the  oldest 
living  settlers  of  Flower  field  Township,  coming 
here  before  the  laying  out  of  the  village  of  this 
name,  when  he  was  obliged  to  transport  his  prod- 
uce to  the  little  village  of  Three  Rivers,  obtain- 
ing there  also  his  provisions.  He  can  tell  many 
interesting  tales  of  life  in  the  pioneer  times,  and  no 
man  has  taken  more  genuine  satisfaction  in  noting 
the  growth  and  progress  of  the  Wolverine  State. 


(S,  I^ILLIAM  M.  IKELER.  The  medical  pro- 
\/jJ//  ^^s^^^"  ^^  ^^-  Joseph  County  is  probably  as 
W^  fairly  represented  as  in  any  community  of 
the  State.  The  subject  of  this  sketch,  a  physician 
and  surgeon  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  good  practice, 
was  born  near  Bloomsburg,  Columbia  Co.,  Pa., 
Sept.  12,  1843,  and  was  the  fifth  in  a  family  of  nine 
children,  the  offspring  of  John  and  Mary  (Lauback) 
Ikeler,  who  were  both  of  German  descent.  John 
Ikeler  was  a  farmer  b}^  occupation,  and  with  his 
excellent  wife  is  now  living  with  his  son,  the  Doctor. 
The  boyhood  of  our  subject  was  spent  after  the 
manner  of  most  farmer's  sons,  attending  the  district 
school  in  winter,  and  working  around  the  homestead 
in  summer.  He  completed  his  literary  education  at 
the  academy  at  Kew  Columbia,  Pa.,  and  at  the  age 
of  twenty-six  years  began  reading  medicine  under 
the  instruction  of  Dr.  W.  E.  Barrett,  of  Cambria, 
Pa.  Upon  being  sufficiently  advanced  he  entered 
the  medical  department  of  the  State  University  of 
Michigan  at  Ann  Arbor,  and  was  graduated  from 
this  institution  in  the  spring  of  1870. 

Our  subject  began  the  practice  of  his  profession 
on  the  1st  of  March,  1870,  as  the  partner  of  his  old 
instructor,  Dr.  Barrett,  with  whom  fie  continued  two 
years.  He  then  purchased  the  business  of  Dr.  B., 
continued  in  Cambria  two  years  longer,  and  thence, 
in  1874,  turned  his  steps  toward  this  county.  He 
established  himself  in  Three  Rivers  at  once,  being 
successful  from  the  start,  and  on  the  16th  of  Feb- 


ruarjs  1880,  formed  a  partnership  with  Dr.  Law- 
rence D.  Knowles.  This  firm  is  now  recognized  as 
among  the  leading  ones  in  the  profession  in  this 
county.  Dr.  Ikeler  is  a  member  of  the  American 
Medical  Association,  the  State  Medical  Association 
and  the  Kalamazoo  Academy  of  Medicine.  Socially, 
he  is  a  prominent  Knight  Templar  in  Masonry,  and 
religiously,  an  active  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  being  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees,  and  officiating  as  Chorister  for  the  past 
ten  years.  His  love  for  music  was  developed  at  an 
early  age,  and  to  this  art  he  gives  much  time  and 
attention. 

The  lady  who  has  presided  over  the  home  of  our 
subject  for  a  period  of  sixteen  years  was  in  her  girl- 
hood Miss  Harriet  M.  Fellows,  and  their  marriage 
was  celebrated  at  Schoolcraft,  Mich.,  in  1872.  Mrs. 
Ikeler  was  born  Oct.  19,  1848,  near  Schoolcraft, 
Mich.,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Abiel  and  Anne 
(Insley)  Fellows,  who  were  natives  of  Pennsylvania, 
whence  later  they  removed  to  Kalamazoo  .County, 
this  State.  Of  this  union  there  have  been  born 
three  daughters,  Anne,  May  and  Hazel,  who  are 
now  living  at  home.  The  home  of  the  Doctor  is 
pleasantly  situated  in  the  central  part  of  the  city^ 
and  both  in  its  interior  and  surroundings  indicates 
the  exercise  of  cultivated   tastes  and   ample  means. 


^^EORGE  W.  LELAND,  the  proprietor  of  a 
good  farm  in  Mendon  Township,  is  located 
in  the  western  portion  of  section  30,  where 
he  has  120  acres  of  good  land  with  fair  improve- 
ments, and  with  his  little  family,  consisting  of  his 
wife  and  one  son,  Roscoe  G.,  lives  comfortably  and 
in  the  enjoyment  of  many  of  the  good  things  of 
life.  He  is  a  man  held  in  universal  respect  by  the 
people  of  his  community,  courteous  and  kindly  in 
disposition,  thorough  as  a  farmer,  and  prompt  and 
reliable  as  a  business  man. 

Our  subject  comes  of  excellent  Pennsylvania 
stock,  being  the  son  of  Andrew  M.  and  Sarah  K. 
(Pellet)  Leland,  who  were  natives  respectively  of 
Columbia  and  Pike  Counties,  Pa.,  and  who  came  to 
Michigan  in  early  life,  about  1835-36,  with  their 
respective  parents.     The    two   families   settled    in 


i»— «§-■ 


ST.  JOSEPH  COUNTY. 


501 


Lockportand  Mendon  Townships,  this  county,  where 
Andrew  M.  Leland  and  Miss  Pellet  were  married. 
They  lived  for  a  time  in  Paik  Township,  whence 
they  removed  later  to  Mendon,  where  the  father 
purchased  land,  and  engaged  in  farming  many  years 
until  the  fall  of  1882.  Then,  retiring  from  active 
labor,  lie  took  up  his  abode  in  town,  where  he  now 

lives. 

The  parental  household  included  originally  six 
children,  only  three  of  whom  lived  to  mature  years, 
namely:  William  P.,  George  W.  and  Charles  W. 
Our  subject  was  born  in  Park  Township,  this 
county,  Sept.  27,  1846,  and  spent  his  boyhood  and 
youth  in  a  manner  common  to  the  sons  of  pioneer 
farmers,  acquiring  his  education  in  the  district 
school,  and  making  himself  useful  at  an  early  age 
about  the  homestead.  He  was  first  married  in  Not- 
tawa  Township,  in  1872,  to  Miss  Cassie  Clark, 
daughter  of  the  late  William  T.  Clark,  of  Nottawa 
Township.  Mrs.  Cassie  Leland  died  at  her  home  in 
Nottawa  in  1874,  when  about  twenty-four  years  old. 

Our  subject  contracted  a  second  marriage,  Dec. 
22,  1875,  in  Mendon  Township,  with  Miss  LydiaM., 
daughter  of  David  and  Hamiah  Heimbach.  This 
lady  was  born  in  Pennsylvania  in  1849.  Her  par- 
ents were  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  and  are  now  in 
Michigan.  Their  family  consisted  of  nine  children. 
The  only  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leland,  Roscoe  G., 
was  born  June  17,  1885,  and  is  a  promising  lad  of 
three  years. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leland  are  members  in  good  stand- 
ing of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at  Park,  to 
which  they  give  a  liberal  support,  and  are  num- 
bered among  its  chief  pillars.  They  also  belong  to 
Park  Grange  No.  22,  P.  of  H.  Mr.  Leland,  politi- 
cally, is  a  warm  adherent  of  the  Greenback  party. 
William  P.  Leland,  brother  of  our  subject,  died  in 
Mendon  Township  in  August,  1883. 


ENRY  L.  COOPER.  The  well-known  and 
V'  popular  gentleman  whose  name  prefaces 
y^  this  sketch  is  numbered  among  the  success- 
^  ful  farmers  of  Flowerfield  Township,  of 
which  he  has  been  a  resident  since  early  manhood. 
He  came    to    this  county   when  a   young  man  of 


twenty-four  years,  and  has  been  closely  identified 
with  its  development  and  prosperity.  Of  substan- 
tial parentage,  he  was  born  in  Bucks  County,  Pa., 
Sept.  2,  1830,  where  he  developed  into  manhood, 
receiving  the  education  commonly  acquired  in  the 
public  schools.  His  boyhood  was  spent  mostly  on 
his  father's  farm,  but  when  a  youth  of  sixteen 
years,  with  the  common  desire  of  the  young  for 
change,  he  repaired  to  Bristol,  in  his  native  county, 
where  he  commenced  an  apprenticeship  at  the  trade 
of  cooper,  serving  five  years,  and  becoming  thor- 
oughly acquainted  with  the  business  in  all  its  details. 
Young  Cooper,  upon  reaching  his  majority,  left  his 
native  State  for  Ohio,  taking  up  his  abode  in  the 
city  of  Dayton,  in  December,  1851,  and  living  there 
about  one  year.  Next  we  find  him  at  St.  Mary's, 
where  he  remained  until  the  fall  of  1853,  occupied 
at  his  trade.  Thence  he  proceeded  to  Ft.  Wayne, 
Ind.,  where  he  busied  himself  as  a  cooper  until  the 
spring  of  1856,  when  we  find  him  at  Union  Mills, 
forty-two  miles  from  Ft.  Wayne,  which  remained 
his  residence  until  1855. 

The  spring  of  the  year  above  mentioned  found 
our  subject  in  Three  Rivers,  this  county,  and  there 
being  little  call  for  the  services  of  a  journeyman 
cooper,  he  engaged  at  Wheeler's  distillery,  where 
he  remained  until  April,  1857,  when  the  property 
was  destroyed  by  fire.  His  next  stopping- place  was 
in  Flowerfield,  of  which  he  has  since  been  a  resident 
most  of  the  time.  Here  he  entered  another  dis- 
tillery, where  he  worked,  however,  only  about  four 
weeks.  Returning  for  a  time  to  Three  Rivers,  the 
Wheeler  distillery  in  the  meantime  being  rebuilt, 
he  assisted  in  beginning  operations  there,  and  re- 
mained until  December,  1857.  On  the  24th  of 
that  month  he  was  married  to  Miss  Sarah,  daughter 
of  William  and  Salome  Parker,  and  the  young  peo- 
ple began  housekeeping  at  Three  Rivers.  Two 
years  later  they  removed  to  the  old  Shurtz  farm, 
near  the  then  unimportant  village  of  Three  Rivers, 
where  Mr.  Cooper  carried  on  agriculture  for  a 
time,  then  entered  the  employ  of  Peter  Plummer, 
who  was  proprietor  of  a  machine-shop. 

In  the  spring  of  1860  Mr.  Cooper,  who  had 
always  been  interested  in  enterprises  calculated  to 
advance  the  people,  assisted  in  the  erection  of  the 
first  High  School  building  in  Three  Rivers,  and  the 
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year  following  made  his  first  purchase  of  real  es- 
tate, a  small  tract  of  land  three  miles  from  Three 
Rivers,  which  was  his  first  real  home  after  leaving 
his  father's  roof.  Here  he  put  up  a  cooper  shop, 
and  had  laid  many  plans  for  the  future  which  the 
outbreak  of  the  Rebellion  put  to  flight,  as  in  the 
case  of  thousands  of  others.  On  the  2d  of  August, 
1861,  laying  aside  his  personal  plans  and  interests, 
he  enlisted  as  a  Union  soldier  in  Compan}^  G,  25th 
Michigan  Infantry,  the  company  under  command 
of  Capt.  Tulkerson,  and  the  regiment  commanded 
by  Col.  Moore.  He  remained  in  the  army  until 
September,  1864,  and  then,  on  accountof  disability 
incurred  from  hardship  and  privation,  was  obliged 
to  accept  his  honorable  discharge.  He  was  mus- 
tered out  at  Louisville,  Ky..  and  at  once  returned 
to  his  home,  where  he  lived  until  1866. 

Our  subject,  now  having  accumulated  some 
capital,  sold  out,  and  purchased  120  acres  on  sec- 
tion 20,  Flowerfield  Township,  where  he  commenced 
farming,  but  only  retained  possession  of  his  prop- 
erty until  the  following  year.  In  1869  he  pur- 
chased a  farm  in  Cass  County,  to  which  he  removed, 
and  where  he  lived  until  April,  1880.  Then,  re- 
turning to  Flowerfield  Township,  he  purchased  his 
present  homestead  on  section  22.  Here  he  has  ef- 
fected good  improvements,  and  has  been  quite 
prominent  in  local  affairs,  holding  the  office  of 
Town  Clerk  since  1886,  and  occupying  other  posi- 
tions of  trust.  He  was  a  Whig  before  the  or- 
ganization of  the  Republican  party,  and  since  that 
time  has  been  a  stanch  supporter  of  Republican 
principles.  A  man  prompt  to  meet  his  obligations, 
upright  in  his  dealings  with  his  fellow-citizens,  he 
is  held  in  high  esteem,  and  numbered  among  the 
representative  men  of  St.  Joseph  County. 

Mrs.  Cooper  was  born  Sept.  15,  1839,  in  Bucks 
County,  Pa.,  and  of  her  union  with  our  subject 
there  were  born  twelve  children,  only  seven  of 
whom  are  living,  five  sons  and  two  daughters.  The 
five  sons  are  all  at  home.  They  were  named  re- 
spectively: William  A.,  born  April  16,  1858; 
Samuel  D.,  Dec.  23,  1861;  Pearson,  Aug.  11,1867; 
Delaware,  April  25,  1872;  Henrietta  Matilda,  Jan. 
23,  1863;  Ida  May,  eJune  22,  1865;  Bismark,  Sept. 
20,  1878.  Mr.  Cooper,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
followed  farming  all  his  life,  and  spent  his  last  years 


at  Holmesville,  Pa.,  where  his  decease  took  place  in 
1869.  The  mother  of  Mr.  Cooper,  our  subject, 
died  of  cholera  in  1832,  when  he  was  a  little  child 
two  years  of  age. 


-3«#- 


^^  EORGE  C.  BRISSETTE.  The  clothing  trade 
ill  (^w)  ^^  Three  Rivers  finds  a  most  energetic  rep- 
^^^  resentative  in  this  gentleman,  who,  in  fact, 
stands  in  a  position  not  far  from  the  head.  He 
possesses  a  practical  knowledge  of  the  business,  has 
excellent  taste  in  the  selection  of  goods  and  also  in 
the  manufacture  of  material  into  garments.  His 
patronage  comes  from  the  best  citizens  of  the  place, 
among  whom  he  is  a  favorite  both  in  social  and 
business  circles. 

Mr.  Brissette  is  a  native  of  the  Dominion  of  Can- 
ada, having  been  born  in  the  Province  of  Ontario, 
Sept.  '2Q^  1840.  His  parents  were  Peter  and  Mar- 
garet (Chenever)  Brissette,  the  former  a  farmer  and 
miller  by  occupation.  Their  family  consisted  of 
eleven  children,  seven  of  whom  lived  to  mature 
years,  and  George  C.  was  the  youngest.  He  received 
a  good  education,  and  after  emerging  from  the 
primary  school  entered  Joliette  College,  where  he 
pursued  his  studies  three  years. 

Upon  leaving  his  native  place  Mr.  Brissette  mi- 
grated to  Plattsburg,  N.  Y.,  where  he  became  a 
clerk  in  the  post-office,  and  afterward  was  employed 
in  a  general  store  a  year.  We  next  find  him  at  De- 
troit, Mich.,  as  an  employe  of  Mr.  E.  Lieberman,  a 
merchant,  with  whom  he  remained  eighteen  months, 
having  charge  most  of  this  time  of  a  branch  store 
in  East  Saginaw.  Later  he  returned  to  Detroit  and 
entered  the  main  store.  Subsequently  he  became  a 
clerk  in  the  store  at  an  advanced  salary,  remaining 
with  that  firm  until  April,  1865,  as  head  clerk  of 
the  retail  department. 

Mr.  Brissette  came  to  Three  Rivers  in  the  latter 
part  of  1865,  and  soon  afterward  associated  himself 
with  William  H.  Cook  in  the  clothing  trade,  which 
partnership  was  dissolved  a  year  later,  Mr.  B.  pur- 
chasing the  interest  of  his  partner.  His  present  store 
occupies  No.  52  St.  Joseph  street,  and  is  equipped 
with  all  the  conveniences  for  the  rapid  transaction 
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of  business.  He  has  a  residence  on  Main  street, 
which  was  put  up  in  1887,  in  the  Queen  Anne  style 
of  architecture.  Mr.  B.  has  been  quite  prominent 
in  local  affairs,  officiating  as  a  member  of  the  City 
Council,  and  occupying  other  positions  of  trust.  So- 
cially, he  belongs  to  the  Masonic  fraternity,  in  which 
he  officiated  as  Eminent  Commander  two  years. 

February,  1871,  witnessed  the  marriage  of  our 
subject  with  Miss  Louisa  Antes,  the  ceremony  be- 
ing performed  at  the  bride's  home  in  Centreville. 
Mrs.  B.  is  the  youngest  in  a  family  of  eleven  chil- 
dren. To  our  subject  and  his  wife  there  have  been 
born  two  sons,  the  elder  of  whom,  George  A.,  died 
when  an  interesting  little  lad  of  six  years.  The  sur- 
viving child  is  Charles  A. 

Mr.  Brissette  took  his  first  lesson  in  English  at 
Plattsburg,  N.  Y.,  and  subsequently  gained  a  good 
knowledge  of  French,  being  able  to  read  and  talk 
fluently.  His  father  at  one  time  was  wealthy,  but 
signed  his  name  to  notes  for  a  friend,  meeting  with 
the  usual  results  of  such  a  transaction.  On  account 
of  this  our  subject  was  called  home  from  college 
and  compelled  to  abandon  his  studies  and  assist  in 
the  maintenance  of  the  family. 
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kEANDER  R.  WEINBERG,  a  pioneer  of  '44, 
came  to  this  county   in  the  spring  of  that 
^  year  from    his   native    place,  Easton,  Pa., 

where  he  w^as  born  March  18,  1821.  His  first  en- 
terprise in  the  West  was  as  a  teamster  in  Three 
Rivers,  and  he  labored  to  such  good  advantage 
that  the  year  following  he  was  enabled  to  invest  a 
little  capital  of  $200  in  forty  acres  of  land  on  sec- 
tion 36,  in  Flowerfield  Township.  The  home  which 
he  then  established  has  been  his  to  the  present 
time,  a  period  of  over  forty-four  years.  The  home- 
stead proper  embraces  eighty-eight  acres  of  land, 
to  which  he  has  given  his  special  attention,  gather- 
ing around  him  all  the  comforts  and  conveniences 
of  modern  life.  He  has  been  greatly  prospered, 
and  from  time  to  time  added  to  his  first  purchase 
until  he  became  the  owner  of  192  acres,  which  he 
now  has. 

Our  subject  was  reared  in  Northampton  County, 
Pa.,  and  secured  a  common-school  education  in  his 


native  town  of  Easton.  Before  coming  to  the  West 
he  took  unto  himself  a  wife  and  helpmate,  being 
married  in  Armstrong  County,  Pa.,  Dec.  21,  1842, 
to  Miss  Catherine  Kunselman.  This  lady  was  born 
in  Schuylkill  County,  Pa.,  in  1826,  and  accompan- 
ied her  husband  to  the  West,  remaining  his  faithful 
and  affectionate  companion  a  period  of  about  forty- 
six  years,  passing  away  at  the  homestead  in  Flow- 
erfield Township  when  sixty-two  years  old,  Dec. 
3,  1888.  Of  this  marriage  there  were  born  eleven 
children. 

Mr.  Weinberg,  on  the  29th  of  September,  1886, 
contracted  a  second  marriage,  with  Mrs.  Sybil  C. 
(Furman)  Beauder.  This  lady  is  the  daughter  of 
Robert  and  Mary  (Potter)  Furman,  the  former  a 
native  of  New  York  State,  and  was  herself  born  in 
Niagara  County,  that  State,  Dec.  11,  1855.  The 
family  came  to  Michigan  about  1869,  and  the 
mother  died  in  Jonesville,  Hillsdale  County,  at 
the  age  of  sixty-five  years.  Mr.  Furman  is  still 
living,  making  his  home  in  Virginia,  and  is  now 
about  seventy  years  old. 

George  Weinberg,  the  father  of  our  subject,  w^as 
born  in  Northampton  County,  Pa.,  and  married  Miss 
Susana  Sweetzer,  a  native  of  Northampton  County, 
Pa.  The  liousehold  circle  was  completed  by  the  birth 
of  nine  children,  only  four  of  whom  are  now  liv- 
ing. Leander  R.,  of  our  sketch,  was  the  fourth 
child  of  the  family;  one  brother,  Monroe,  is  a 
prosperous  grain  dealer  at  Moorepark,  this  county ; 
George  lives  near  that  place  on  a  farm;  Mary  Ann 
is  the  wife  of  Abraham  Mohney.  of  Three  Rivers; 
Jerry  died  at  Moorepark  in  October,  1886,  when 
about  thirty  years  of  age,  and  Reuben  lives  at 
Three  Rivers;  he  is  a  retired  farmer. 

Our  subject  is  the  father  of  eleven  children  by 
the  first  wife  and  none  by  the  second.  Of  these 
seven  are  living.  The  eldest,  Joseph,  is  a  resident 
of  Fabius  Township,  where  he  is  carrying  on  farm- 
ing; Miss  Polly  continues  her  residence  at  the 
homestead;  Catherine,  or  "Kate"  as  she  is  famil- 
iarly called,  is  the  wife  of  Edward  Tackaberry,  and 
the  mother  of  two  children — Floyd  and  Mattie; 
they  live  in  Flowerfield  Township.  Sarah  Jane, 
Mrs.  AVinfield  Hopkins,  lives  on  a  farm  in  Fabius 
Township,  and  is  the  mother  of  one  child,  a  son, 
Neal;  Charles  C.  married   Miss  Ellen  Gemberling, 
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who  became  the  mother  of  one  child,  a  son,  Ray, 
and  died  April  29,  1888,  when  but  twenty-two 
years  of  age;  Pharus  R.  married  Miss  Minnie 
Gemberling,  and  lives  on  a  farm  in  Flowerfield 
Township;  they  have  two  children — Maude  and 
Win  field.  Elmer  Egbert  continues  at  home  with 
his  parents. 

Mr.  Weinberg  has  been  quite  prominent  in  local 
affairs,  holding  the  office  of  County  Coroner  two 
terms,  also  those  of  Town  Treasurer  and  Highway 
Commissioner.  He  and  his  family  belong  to  the 
United  Brethren  Church.  Mr.  W.  votes  the  straight 
Republican  ticket,  and  during  the  late  Rebellion 
suffered  the  loss  of  his  eldest  son,  William  Harri- 
son, who,  in  the  fall  of  1861,  enlisted  at  Three 
Rivers  in  Company  E,  11th  Michigan  Infantry, 
which  was  at  first  commanded  by  Capt.  Spencer, 
and  later  by  Capt.  Hicks.  William  fought  with 
his  comrades  bravely  and  faithfully  until  during 
the  siege  of  Atlanta,  when  he  met  his  death  on  the 
field  of  battle,  Aug.  7,  1864,  when  but  twenty-one 
years  old.  His  remains  now  fill  a  soldier's  grave 
at  Atlanta,  Ga. 


4-^1^ 


Vf^  ANIEL  E.  THOMAS,  M.  D.,  who  is  siic- 
11  jY  cessfully  practicing  medicine  in  Constan- 
(^h^^  tine  Village,  ranks  in  skill  and  learning 
^"^^  among  tlie  leading  physicians  of  St.  Jo- 
seph County.  Besides  attending  to  his  profes- 
sional duties  the  Doctor  takes  an  active  part  in 
the  administration  of  civic  affairs,  and  holds  a 
prominent  position  in  the  village  government.  The 
community  is  greatly  indebted  to  him  for  his  deep 
interest  in  educational  matters,  he  having  been  a 
member  of  the  School  Board  for  some  years,  and  is 
at  present  Chairman  of  the  Town  Board  of  School  In- 
spectors, and  has  always  used  his  influence  to  secure 
good  schools  for  the  education  of  the  young  in  this 
locality.  His  wisdom  and  advice  are  valued  in  the 
sessions  of  the  Village  Council,  of  which  he  is  an 
esteemed  member.  He  is  a  sound  Republican  in 
his  political  views  and  relations.  Religiously,  he 
and  his  wife  are  among  the  most  prominent  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Dr.  Thomas  was  born  in   Royalton.  Niagara  Co., 
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N.  Y.,  May  20,  1  829.  His  parents  were  Eben  and 
Mary  (Cheney)  Thomas,  who  were  of  New  En- 
gland birth.  After  the  birth  of  their  family  'of 
seven  sons,  of  whom  our  subject  was  the  youngest, 
they  removed  from  their  old  home  in  Niagara 
County,  N.  Y.,  to  Calhoun  County,  Mich.,  and 
settled  on  a  farm  among  the  pioneers  of  that  part 
of  the  State.  The  father  afterward  died  there  on 
his  homestead,  and  the  mother  subsequently  went 
to  Sauk  County,  Wis.,  and  spent  her  remaining 
years  with  one  of  her  sons. 

Our  subject  was  a  lad  of  nine  years  when  he 
came  to  Michigan  with  his  parents,  and  he  was 
reared  to  manhood  on  his  father's  farm.  He  was 
an  apt  scholar,  and  with  praiseworthy  ambition  de- 
voted himself  to  gaining  an  education,  having  to 
pay  his  own  way  at  school  with  money  that  he  earned 
by  working  out  summers  and  teaching  winters. 
He  thus  prepared  himself  for  college,  and  was  an 
early  student  at  Olivet  College,  in  Eaton  County, 
Mich.  After  leaving  that  institution  he  began  to 
study  medicine  with  the  late  Dr.  Timms,  of  Hills- 
dale County,  Mich.,  and  in  the  fall  of  18e56  he  en- 
tered the  medical  department  of  the  State  Univer- 
sity at  Ann  Arbor.  He  received  his  diploma,  and 
was  graduated  from  there  in  the  spring  of  1858, 
and  established  himself  in  his  profession  at  Ed- 
wardsburg,  in  Cass  County.  He  remained  there 
some  six  years,  and  then  removed  to  Hillsdale, 
Mich.,  where  he  practiced  about  a  year  and  a  half. 
In  the  fall  of  1866  he  took  advantage  of  a  fine 
opening  for  a  good  physician  in  the  village  of  Con- 
stantine,  where  he  has  since  lived  in  a  comfortable 
home,  and  enjoys  quite  an  extensive  practice. 

Dr.  Thomas  has  been  twice  married.  He  was 
first  married  in  Ontwa  Township,  Cass  Co.,  Mich., 
to  IMiss  Ann  Ormsby.  She  was  born  in  Cleveland 
Township,  Elkhart  Co.,  Ind.,  Nov.  24,  1836.  She 
died  at  Chardon,  Geauga  Co.,  Ohio,  of  consump- 
tion, Aug.  4,  1863,  leaving  one  son,  Everett  D., 
who  resides  in  Constantine.  The  Doctor's  mar- 
riage to  his  present  wife  took  place  in  Edwardsburg, 
Cass  County,  Aug.  18,  1864.  Mrs.  Thomas,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Martha  E.  Mead,  was  born'  in 
Ontwa  Township,  Cass  County,  Aug.  13,  1842. 
She  was  a  daughter  of  Henry  H.  and  Mary  (Paine) 
Mead.     Her  father  died  in   Cass  County,  in  1842. 
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Her  mother  survives  at  an  advanced  age.  To  Dr. 
and  Mrs.  Thomas  have  been  born  three  children : 
Herbert  M.,  who  died  when  over  two  years  of  age; 
Wilber  F.,  who  studied  law  at  Constantine  with  Pros- 
ecuting Attorney  F.  W.  Knowlen,  has  been  admitted 
to  the  bar,  and  is  now  engaged  in  practice  at  White 
Pigeon,  St.  Joseph  (bounty,  and  Elerbert  D.,  who  is 
a  clerk  in  a  store  in  Chicago,  111. 


^^^  ALYIN  W.  EYAN8,  of  the  firm  of  Evans 
\l\  ^   Kaiser,  grocers    and  bakers,  Sturgis,   has 

^^^^  already  established  an  excellent  reputation 
as  a  young  man  of  exceptional  business  talent, 
keen,  shrewd  and  prompt  in  his  dealings,  and  ever 
courteously  attentive  to  the  wants  of  his  custo- 
mers. Althougli  he  has  been  in  business  here  but 
a  few  months,  yet,  with  the  aid  of  his  able  partner, 
he  has  secured  a  large  and  profitable  trade,  and 
bids  fair  in  the  course  of  a  few  years,  if  his  suc- 
cess continues  uninterrupted,  to  become  one  of  the 
moneyed  men  of  Sturgis.  Our  subject  comes  of 
good  old  New  England  stock,  and  his  name  and 
lineage  are  indissolubly  connected  with  the  early 
history  of  that  part  of  the  country. 

Calvin  Evans,  father  of  our  subject,  was  a  native 
of  Maine,  his  ancestors  coming  from  England  at 
an  early  day,  belonging  to  the  aristocracy  of  that 
time,  and  leaving  England  on  account  of  political 
difllculties.  In  about  1841  he  became  a  resident  of 
Newark,  AYayne  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  was  there  pros- 
perously engaged  in  business  as  a  shoe  maker  and 
dealer  for  nearly  forty  years.  He  married  Abigail 
Wyman,  who  was  born  near  the  village  of  Randolph, 
Yt.,  on  a  farm  that  nestled  at  the  foot  of  the  Green 
Mountains  of  Yermont,  in  the  year  1812.  Her 
parents  were  of  old  Welsh  stock,  and  died  when 
she  was  a  child,  and  she  was  adopted  by  Mr. 
Spencer,  father  of  the  noted  Spencer,  the  great 
perfume  and  extract  manufacturer  of  New  York 
City.  Her  marriage  with  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject was  productive  of  nine  children,  eight  of 
whom  are  still  living,  namely:  Monroe,  George 
AY.,  James  A¥.,  Mary  (now  Mrs.  Warren),  Helen 
(Mrs.  Hinton),  Ludelia   H.    (Mrs.   Stroud),  Hattie 


(Mrs.  Gates)  and  our  subject.  Their  daughter 
Elizabeth  married  Mr.  Simpson,  and  died  at  the 
age  of  thirty -nine,  leaving  five,  children.  The 
father  of  our  subject  died  in  1881,  thus  rounding 
out  an  honorable  life  of  seventy-one  years.  His 
wife  died  in  1876,  having  attained  the  age  of 
sixty-four  years. 

Calvin  Evans,  of  wdiom  we  write,  was  born  in 
Newark,  N.  Y.',  March  18,  1854.  His  boyhood 
was  passed  in  his  native  place,  and  there  he  re- 
ceived a  sound,  practical  education,  well  fitting 
him  for  a  business  life.  In  1868  he  left  the  pa- 
rental home  and  made  his  way  to  Sturgis.  The 
following  3^ear  we  hear  of  him  in  Springfield, 
Mo.,  where  he  obtained  a  clerkship  in  a  dry-goods 
store.  He  retained  that  position  eighteen  months, 
and  while  there  saw  the  first  train  come  in  on  the 
Frisco  Railway;  1870  found  him  again  in  Stur- 
gis. In  the  same  year  he  returned  to  his  birth- 
place. Desiring  to  still  further  supplement  his  edu- 
cafion,  he  attended  school  two  years,  and  in  the 
fall  of  1872  once  more  made  his  appearance  in 
Sturgis  and  has  made  his  home  here  the  most  of 
the  time  since.  He  obtained  employment  in  the 
grocery  and  bakery  of  Rice  &  Co.,  with  whom  he 
staid  nine  years,  thus  gaining  a  thorough  knowl- 
edge of  his  present  business  down  to  the  minutest 
detail.  He  began  business  for  himself  in  Januarj^, 
1882,  as  a  grocer,  and  sold  out  in  1884-.  The 
three  following  years  he  was  employed  in  Sturgis' 
furniture  factory.  At  the  expiration  of  that  time 
he  received  the  appointment  of  mail  messenger  on 
the  Lake  Shore  Road  between  Chicago  and  Cleve- 
land. In  October,  1888,  he  resigned  that  position, 
his  resignation  being  accepted  November  12.  He 
then  went  into  the  grocery  and  bakery  business, 
with  James  Ryan  as  partner.  The  latter  sold  his 
interest  in  the  store  to  Mr.  Kaiser  Dec.  2,  1888. 
They  do  a  good  business  and  have  a  large  whole- 
sale and  retail  baking  trade,  as  they  supply  this 
town  and  neighboring  village  with  bread. 

Mr.  Evans  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Ida 
L.  Dice  April  27,  1875.  She  is  a  daughter  of  John 
A.  Dice,  a  grocer  of  Chicago,  111.  Mrs.  Evans 
was  born  at  Sturgis,  Jan.  14,  1856.  The  pleasant 
wedded  life  of  our  subject  has  been  blessed  to 
him  by  the   birth  of  two  children:  Mabel   D.,  who 
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was  born   Feb.    12,  1876;  and  James  B.,  who  was 
born  Nov.  27,  1881. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Evans  move  in  the  highest  society 
that  the  town  affords,  and  number  among  their 
friends  the  best  people  of  the  pLace.  It  is  the 
united  testimony  of  those  who  know  our  subject 
that  he  is  an  upright  man  whose  life  is  without 
blemish.  He  is  an  earnest  thinker,  has  a  cultured 
mind,  is  broad  and  enlightened  in  his  views,  and  a 
sincere  Christian  and  firm  believer  in  the  doctrine 
of  universal  salvation,  he  being  a  member  of  the 
Universalist  Church.  Socially,  he  is  identified 
with  the  I.  O.  O.  F. 
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^1  NDREW  LAVERTY.  In  this  gentleman, 
i^'''  now  a  retired  farmer  and  highly  esteemed 
citizen  of  White  Pigeon,  we  find  an  exam- 
_  pie   for  the  young  men  of  to-day,  who  are 

just  embarking  in  the  field  of  active  life,  of  what 
may  be  accomphshcd  by  a  man  in  the  humble  walks 
of  life,  by  being  honest,  true  and  industrious.  In 
early  life  he  enjoyed  but  a  few  advantages,  his 
school  days  were  limited,  and  he  had  not  wealth  nor 
position  to  aid  him  at  the  outset.  He  relied  solely 
upon  his  own  efforts  and  his  own  conduct  to  win 
him  the  success  in  life  he  so  much  desired.  The 
success  obtained  does  not  consist  exclusivv.4y  in  the 
sense  of  accumulating  wealth,  but  in  doing  good  to 
others  and  in  treating  his  neighbors  well,  and  in  win- 
ning their  respect  and  esteem. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Montour  County,  Pa.. 
Nov.  29,  1816.  He  is  a  son  of  William  and  Debo- 
rah (Demun)  Laverty.  The  father  was  a  native  of 
Philadelphia,  and  died  when  our  subject  was  very 
young.  He  was  the  father  of  four  children,  of  whom 
our  subject  is  the  only  one  living.  The  mother 
married  Luke  Brass,  and  became  the  mother  of  two 
more  children,  one  of  whom,  Margaret,  is  living;  she 
is  now  the  wife  of  J.  C.  Else,  and  resides  in  Wau- 
baushene,  Ontario,  on  the  shores  of  the  Georgian 
Bay. 

After  the  death  of  his  father,  which  occurred 
when  our  subject  was  six  years  old,  he  left  his 
home  to  earn  his  own  living.  He  first  learned  the 
trade  of  a  tailor,  which  he  followed  successfully  for 

^i>  


several  years.  His  health  beginning  to  fail  he  quit 
it  and  engaged  in  farming  for  two  years.  He  then 
worked  as  a  carpenter  for  some  time.  In  1866  he 
came  to  St.  Joseph  County  and  settled  in  Constan- 
tine  Township,  where  he  engaged  in  farming  until 
in  the  spring  of  1882,  when  he  moved  into  White 
Pigeon,  where  he  has  since  resided.  He  owned  a 
fine  grain  farm,  but  when  he  moved  into  town  he 
disposed  of  it. 

Mr.  Laverty  was  married,  Jan.  8,  1838,  to  Sarah 
A.  Schuyler.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Adam  and 
Eve  Schuyler.  They  lived  near  Paradise,  Northum- 
berland Co.,  Pa.  The  father  was  born  in  New  Jer- 
sey and  is  now  dead.  The  mother  w^as  born  in 
Northampton  County,  Pa.  Our  subject  and  his 
good  wife  are  the  parents  of  nine  children,  seven  of 
whom  are  living,  named:  Kezia  S.,  Margaret  B., 
Effie  S.,  Mattie  H.,  Frank  G.,  Charles  W.  and  Oliver 
Perry.  Kezia  is  the  wife  of  Daniel  Blue,  of  Mott- 
ville  Township,  and  is  the  mother  of  seven  children 
— Charlie,  Mattie,  Harry,  Minnie,  Frank,  Kate  and 
John.  Margaret  is  the  wife  of  John  F.  Barnett,  and 
lesidesat  Antwerp,  Ohio;  she  is  the  mother  of  three 
children — Eva,  Nellie  and  Maggie.  Effie  is  the  wife 
of  William  D.  Wilson,  and  is  the  mother  of  two 
children,  Harry  and  Rene,  and  resides  in  Antwerp, 
Ohio;  Mattie  is  the  wife  of  Dr.  Reuben  Schurtz, 
and  is  the  mother  of  one  child,  Carl;  they  reside  in 
Streator,  111.  Frank  married  Alta  Maroney,  and 
resides  in  Florence  Township,  in  this  county,  and 
has  one  child.  Vera  Zoe;  Charlie  is  Principal  of  the 
schools  in  Randolph,  Dodge  Co.,  Wis. ;  O.  Perry  is 
a  telegraph  operator. 

Our  subject  and  his  good  wife  celebrated  their 
golden  wedding  Jan.  8,  1889,  and  at  the  same  time 
recalled  to  mind  the  seventy-third  anniversary  of 
the  battle  of  New  Orleans.  The  remembrances  left 
with  this  worthy  couple  at  that  time  were  of  intrin- 
sic value  in  themselves,  but  that  does  not  constitute 
their  value  in  the  eyes  of  the  recipients.  The  feel- 
ings which  prompted  their  bestowal  render  them 
priceless  to  those  who  received  them,  as  every  arti- 
cle givfen  serves  to  recall  to  mind  the  love,  affection 
and  esteem  of  the  giver,  and  they  are  all  treasured 
and  valued  in  the  hearts  of  Mr.  Laverty  and  his 
wife  as  beyond  money  value.  Mrs.  Laverty's  two 
brothers,  John  and  Lewis  Schuyler,  each  lived  to 
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celebrate  their  golden  wedding;  the  first  named  died 
at  the  age  of  eighty;  Lewis  is  yet  living  and  is  past 
eighty  years  old.  Her  brother  William  celebrated 
his  golden  wedding  in  February,  1889.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Laverty  have  been  active,  zealous  members  of 
the  Lutheran  Church  for  forty-five  years. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Laverty  live  in  their  palatial  brick 
residence  on  East  Chicago  street.  Their  home  is 
finely  furnished  throughout,  and  the  barns  and  other 
out-buildings  are  models  of  their  kind,  very  sub- 
stantially constructed  and  convenient  in  design. 
This  gentleman  is  one  of  those  men  we  find  so 
thickly  scattered  through  Michigan,  and  who  form 
the  best  element  of  her  society.  It  is  they  who  have 
laid  the  foundations  of  the  State  so  broad,  deep 
and  solid  that  the  colossal  edifice  of  the  great  com- 
monwealth is  reared  upon  it  without  danger  of 
collapse,  making  it  possible  to  attain  the  highest 
pinnacle  to  which  Government  or  human  society 
reaches.  To  these  men  Michigan  owes  her  great- 
ness, and  of  this  class  our  subject  is  a  splendid  rep- 
resentative. 


ERRITT  P.  HARWOOD.  The  present 
prosperous  and  promising  condition  of 
Constantine  Township  is  due  to  the  knowl- 
edge and  energy  of  a  class  of  men  of  whom 
our  subject  is  a  fair  representative.  He  was  born 
in  this  township,  Oct.  24,  1840,  and  has  always  re- 
sided here.  His  father  was  Heman  Harwood,  and 
his  mother  Rebecca  (Fisher)  Harwood;  she  is  now 
deceased.  (See  sketches  of  Hiram  and  Heman 
Flarwood,  on  other  pages  in  this  volume.) 

Our  subject  was  the  younger  of  his  parents'  two 
children.  His  entire  life  has  been  passed  on  a 
farm,  excepting  the  time  when  he  was  attending 
school.  His  parents  were  educated  and  intelligent 
people,  and  they  transmitted  to  their  son  a  desire 
for  knowledge,  to  gratify  which  he  never  loses  an 
opportunity.  He  is  a  close  observer  of  men  and 
events,  is  very  liberal  in  his  ideas,  and  freely  ac- 
cepts the  experience  of  others  in  the  same  line  of 
business  with  himself,  and  profits  by  their  failures 
as  well  as  their  successes. 

Mr.  H     wood  was  married  to  Miss  Savilla  White, 
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in  Constantine  Township,  Sept.  11,1860.  This  lady 
was  born  in  Lycoming  County,  Pa.,  Oct.  24,  1844. 
This  couple  have  become  the  parents  of  two  children 
—Fannie  M.  and  Leonard  A.  Fannie  is  now  the 
wife  of  Edward  Boles,  and  resides  with  her  husband 
in  Constantine  Township;  Leonard  married  Miss 
Minnie  Thomas,  and  likewise  resides  in  Constantine 
Township.  The  parents  of  Mrs.  Harwood  were 
Abel  and  Esther  (Bower)  White.  They  came  from 
Pennsylvania  to  St.  Joseph  County  in  1848,  and 
settled  in  Florence  Township,  where  they  cleared  a 
farm  in  the  heavy  timber  of  that  section,  which 
they  sold  and  removed  to  Constantine  Township 
where  they  resided  until  the  time  of  their  deaths. 
Her  father  was  a  carpenter,  but  followed  farming 
the  greater  portion  of  the  time.  He  met  his  death 
by  falling  from  a  building  on  which  he  was  work- 
ing, living  but  four  hours  after  the  fall.  He  was 
born  Oct.  17,  1814,  and  died  Aug.  6,  1873.  Her 
mother  was  born  Sept.  11,  1816,  and  died  in  Con- 
stantine Oct.  27,  1877.  The  record  of  their  family 
is  as  follows:  Amelia  was  born  Jan.  9,  1842,  was 
the  wife  of  Edwin  Moshier,  and  died  Feb.  14,  1883. 
Her  sister,  Mrs.  Harwood,  relates  an  interesting  in- 
cident of  her  falling  from  a  primitive  bridge  while 
returning  from  school,  and  floating  down  stream 
half  a  mile,  wdien  she  was  rescued  in  an  exhausted 
condition  by  the  latter.  The  next  in  order  of  birth 
w^as  Mrs.  Harwood  :  then  Mary  Belle,  born  Dec.  16, 
1844,  now  wife  of  Melvin  Moshier,  residing  in  Dal- 
las County,  Iowa;  Almira  was  born  Jan.  10,  1846, 
and  died  Jan.  16,  1858;  and  Jefferson,  born  March 
31,  1847,  died  Nov.  23,  1861. 

Mrs.  Harwood  has  been  an  invalid  for  the  last 
two  years,  being  confined  to  the  house,  and  the 
greater  portion  of  the  time  to  her  room,  by  that 
most  excruciating  disease,  rheumatism.  She  has 
borne  all  her  sufferings  and  trials  with  Christian 
resignation.  Prior  to  the  time  she  was  attacked 
with  this  sickness  and  confined  to  the  house,  she 
took  an  active  part  in  the  social  life  of  the  people 
about  her,  and  had  an  especial  pride  in  the  manage- 
ment and  care  of  her  elegant  home. 

The  improvements  Mr.  Harwood  has  placed  upon 
his  farm  of  120  acres  are  very  complete  in  their 
character,  and  substantial  in  their  construction.  He 
believes  that  the  small  things  cared  for  go   far   to- 
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ward  securing  the  success  of  a  farmer;  in  conse- 
quence, he  watches  very  closely  for  the  small  leaks, 
which,  if  allowed  to  grow,  would  wreck  the  enter- 
prise. All  the  animals  on  the  farm  are  sheltered  in 
good,  warm  houses  through  the  cold  months  of 
winter  and  spring,  and  all  of  the  many  implements 
employed  on  the  farm  are  carefully  cleaned,  re- 
paired, and  stored  away  ready  for  use  when  re- 
quired. The  success  which  has  attended  him  proves 
the  correctness  of  his  conclusions. 

In  politics  Mr.  Harwood  is  Republican.  He  has 
declined  to  accept  any  public  office  other  than  that 
of  School  Director,  which  he  has  held  for  several 
years.  He  accepted  this  office  feeling  that  any  ef- 
forts he  might  put  forth  would  be  of  lasting  good. 
Himself  and  wife  are  members  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church.  He  has  been  for  many 
years  a  Steward  and  Trustee  in  societ\^ 

(^^  B.  RUGGLES,  of  Three  Rivers,  is  an  old 
^  resident  of  St.  eloseph  County.  He  was  born 
/^^?  in  Hanover  Township,  Luzerne  Co.,  Pa., 
June  22,  1818.  His  parents,  Lorenzo  and  Polly 
(Bennett)  Ruggles,  were  both  natives  of  Connecti- 
cut. The  grandfather,  Ashbel  Ruggles,  emigrated 
from  Connecticut  and  removed  thence  to  Luzerne 
County,  Pa.,  and  afterward  to  Ohio,  where  he  died. 
On  leaving  Pennsylvania  he  also  left  his  son  Lo- 
renzo, who  was  serving  his  time  as  an  apprentice 
to  a  blacksmith.  After  completing  his  term  the 
latter  began  business  for  himself,  building  a  shop 
on  a  half -acre  of  ground  which  he  had  purchased. 
As  his  means  permitted  he  added  to  this  until  he 
became  the  owner  of  100  acres,  all  the  time  carry- 
ing on  his  blacksmithing  trade.  There  he  w^as  mar- 
ried to  Polly  Bennett,  who  had  likewise  emigrated 
from  Connecticut  with  her  parents,  and  they  con- 
tinued to  live  in  Hanover  Township  until  Mr. 
Ruggles  retired  from  active  life,  when  he  made  his 
home  in  the  then  village,  now  the  flourishing  city, 
of  Wilkesbarre,  Pa.,  where  he  died  at  the  age  of 
seventy-four.  Mr.  Ruggles  had  been  twice  mar- 
ried, his  first  wife,  Polly,  dying  at  the  age  of  forty. 
His  second  wife  was  Mary  Ann  Wagner,  a  native 
of  Northampton   County,  Pa.,   who  survived  her 


husband  about  five  years.  All  of  his  ten  children 
were  by  the  first  wife,  and  all  grew  to  maturity 
except  one,  who  died  in  childhood.  The  others, 
all  born  in  Luzerne  County,  Pa.,  were:  Almon,  who 
was  a  farmer  and  blacksmith,  and  died  in  his  native 
county;  Alfred,  a  farmer  living  in  Ohio;  Josiah,  a 
retired  lumber  dealer,  living  in  Luzerne  County; 
Z.  B.  was  next  in  order  of  birth;  then  came  Catlin, 
now  a  farmer  in  Fabius  Township,  in  this  county; 
Lorenzo,  a  carpenter  by  trade,  living  in  Will 
County,  HI.;  Mary  Ann,  wife  of  Rev.  John  Labar, 
of  Forty  Fort,  Luzerne  Co.,  Pa. ;  Sarah  Jane,  wife 
of  John  Reimer,  a  farmer  in  the  same  county;  and 
Paulina,  wife  of  Charles  Whitesell,  a  mason  and 
plasterer  in  Pittston,  Pa. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  learned  the  trade  of  a 
carriage-maker  in  Bloorasburg,  Columbia  Co.,  Pa., 
and  afterward  was  in  the  same  business  there  on 
his  own  account  for  six  years.  In  1845  he  decided 
to  try  his  fortunes  in  the  West,  and  emigrated  to 
Michigan,  settling  in  Three  Rivers,  which  has  ever 
since  been  his  home.  On  first  locating  here  he 
worked  at  his  trade  for  four  years  for  Mr.  Pettit. 
For  two  years  after  that  he  followed  farming,  but 
then  returned  to  his  trade,  building  a  shop,  and 
afterward  buying  out  the  business  of  his  former 
employer,  and  carrying  it  on  until  1883,  when  he 
sold  it  out.  Idleness  not  suiting  his  industrious 
disposition,  he  is  now  engaged  in  selling  tombstones, 
monuments,  etc.,  for  the  firm  of  J.  H.  Huylar  & 
Sons,  of  Three  Rivers. 

Mr.  Ruggles  has  been  twice  married,  his  first 
wife  being  Miss  Mary  Gearhart,  a  native  of  Colum- 
bia County,  Pa.,  who  died  in  1850,  about  five  years 
after  they  had  came  to  Michigan.  Her  only  cliild 
died  when  four  years  old.  His  second  wife  is  Lydia 
Maria  Cole,  a  native  of  Yates  County,  N.  Y., 
who  came  to  Michigan  with  her  father  about  the 
year  1838.  They  have  one  child,  a  son  named 
Ezra  C,  who  is  married  to  Saidee  Nelson,  of  Flow- 
erfield  Township,  this  county,  has  one  child,  and 
lives  in  Three  Rivers. 

Mr.  Ruggles  stands  extremely  well  in  the  com- 
munity. He  has  from  youth  been  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  since  his  residence 
in  Three  Rivers  has  been  Trustee,  Steward  and 
Class-Leader  in  the  church  here.     He  takes  an  act- 
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ive  interest  in  the  Sabbath-school  work,  and  has 
been  both  teacher  and  Superintendent.  He  was 
one  of  the  organizers  of  tlie  first  Sabbath-school 
ever  established  in  Three  Rivers.  He  has  never 
taken  a  very  active  part  in  public  affairs,  but  has 
been  a  member  of  the  Town  Council  of  Three 
Rivers.     In  politics  he  is  a  Republican. 


-•/\/\/^<»«v*. 


''jm!m^^^^^y*m^i^^^rmr*'- 


,EV.  LEWIS  C.  ROUTZAHN,  Pastor  of  St. 
John's  English  Lutheran  Church  at  Three 
Rivers,  was  born  in  Mt.  Morris,  Ogle  Co., 
5i^ 111.,  May  23,  1859,  his  parents  being  John 
and  Catherine  (Harbaugh)  Routzahn,  the  father  of 
German,  and  mother  of  Swiss  descent.  On  both 
sides  the  family  is  of  ancient  lineage,  the  paternal 
ancestors  coming  to  this  country  about  250  years 
ago,  and  locating  first  in  New  Amsterdam,  as  New 
York  was  then  called.  A  generation  or  two  later 
the  then  head  of  the  family  removed  to  Frederick 
County,  Md.,  where  the  family  are  to  this  da}^ 
numerously  represented.  The  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, Jonathan  Routzahn,  was  born  in  that  county,  be- 
came a  farmer,  and  lived  there  all  of  his  life,  dying  at 
a  comparatively  early  age.  He  married  Miss  Eliza- 
beth Herring,  also  a  native  of  that  county,  and  they 
were  the  parents  of  seven  children,  namely  :  Nathan- 
iel, now  a  photographer  in  Winchester.  Va. ;  Luther 
was  a  machinist,  and  died  in  Springfield,  Ohio,  in 
1886;  John,  father  of  Lewis  C,  was  next  in  order 
of  birth;  Lewis  was  a  merchant  and  planter  in 
Georgia,  and  died  in  that  State  in  1886;  Daniel  is 
a  harness  manufacturer  in  East  St.  Louis,  III;  Mau- 
rice is  in  the  Government  employ  at  Washington, 
D.  C. ;  and  Elizabeth,  who  was  the  wife  of  George 
Chamberlain,  died  in  Middletown,  Md. 

John  Routzahn  was  born  May  30,  1829,  in  Mid- 
dletown, Md.  He  became  a  merchant  tailor,  and 
carried  on  business  at  Baltimore,  Md.,  for  several 
years,  when  he  removed  to  Mt.  Morris,  Ill.,and'was 
there  engaged  in  business  for  many  years.  Later 
he  removed  to  Iowa,  where  he  lived  about  five 
years,  when  he  started  to  revisit  his  old  home  and 
friends  in  Mt.  Morris.  Before  reaching  there  he 
was  attacked  with  heart  disease,  and  died  at  Chana 
Station,  twelve   miles  from  his  old  home,  Aug.  1, 


1873.  He  was  a  devout  Christian,  an  industrious, 
upright  man,  of  decided  opinions,  who  stuck  strongly 
to  what  he  believed  to  be  right.  In  his  political 
belief  he  was  what  was  known  as  a  Douglas  Demo- 
crat. He  was  kind-hearted  and  generous  to  those 
in  need,  and  lost  much  money  by  helping  his  friends. 
He  was  married  in  Mar3dand  to  Catherine  Har- 
baugh, who  was  descended  from  an  ancient  Swiss 
family  who  emigrated  to  this  country  when  Swit- 
zerland was  struggling  for  independence  about  300 
years  ago.  Having  taken  an  active  part  in  the  troubles 
of  that  time  they  were  compelled  to  flee  to  save  their 
lives.  On  coming  to  this  country  the  Harbaughs 
settled  in  New  Amsterdam;  later  they  were  found 
in  Pennsylvania,  and  afterward  removed  to  Mary- 
land. The  family  have  been  prominent  in  that  lo- 
cality, and  embraced  in  their  numbers  many  famous 
men — statesmen,  ministers,  large  contractors,  etc. 
One  of  the  latter  built  the  Treasury  building  at 
Washington,  afterward  burned  by  the  British.  An- 
other was  the  famous  David  Harbaugh,  D.  D.,  men- 
tioned in  ^'Webster's  Dictionary"  among  the  noted 
men  of  Maryland.  Catherine  Harbaugh  died  in  Mt. 
Morris,  111.,  Dec.  17,  1866,  aged  thirty-six,  being 
born  in  1830.  She  and  her  husband  were  the  par- 
ents of  seven  children,  as  follows:  Algernon,  now  a 
practicing  lawyer  in  Beatrice,  Neb. ;  William  and 
George  were  both  killed  by  lightning  at  Oregon, 
111.,  in  June,  1885;  Lewis  C.  was  next;  Olen  is  a 
farmer  near  Lincoln,  Neb. ;  Mary  makes  her  home 
with  our  subject,  and  Martha  lives  at  Dayton,  Ohio. 
Lewis  C.  Routzahn  lost  his  mother  when  he  was 
but  seven  years  of  age,  and  his  father  seven  years 
later.  He  was  thus  thrown  upon  his  own  resources 
at  an  early  age,  and  for  three  years  after  his  father 
died  lived  upon  a  farm.  He  then  learned  the  trade 
of  a  baker,  and  when  but  eighteen  years  old  began 
business  for  himself  in  Mt.  Morris,  111.  In  1878  he 
gave  it  up,  and  visited  relatives  in  Maryland,  stay- 
ing there  for  several  months.  He  then  went  to 
Springfield,  Ohio,  where  many  of  his  father's  rela- 
tives lived,  among  whom  were  the  founders  of  Wit- 
tenberg College  at  that  place.  There  he  began 
studying  for  the  ministry,  attending  the  College  for 
one  year,  but  his  health  being  impaired  by  too  close 
application  to  his  studies,  he  returned  to  his  old 
home  in  Illinois.     The  next  fall   he  taught  school, 
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and  a  year  later  entered  Mt.  Morris  College,  where 
be  continued  his  studies  for  two  years,  then  going 
back  to  Springfiehl,  Ohio,  and  entering  the  theo- 
logical department  of  Wittenberg  College,  was 
graduated  therefrom  in  1884.  A  month  later  he 
received  a  call  to  the  church  in  Three  Rivers,  Mich., 
of  which  he  has  ever  since  been  the  pastor.  It  was 
then  but  a  mission  church,  having  but  thirty-three 
members.  Under  his  care  it  became  in  two  years 
self-sustaining,  with  a  membership  of  100.  Now 
it  has  over  200  members,  with  the  largest  Sabbath- 
school  in  St.  Joseph  County,  a  record  redounding 
to  the  credit  of  Mr.  Routzahn,  and  ilhistrative  of 
the  zeal  with  which  he  has  labored.  The  church  is 
free  of  debt,  and  flourishing  in  every  way,  and  the 
pastor  beloved  and  respected,  not  only  by  his  ow^n 
congregation,  but  by  all  who  know  him. 

August  12,  1885,  Mr.  Routzahn  married  Miss 
Lillian  McClure,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Minerva 
(Comstock)  McClure,  of  San  Jose,  Cal.  She  was 
born  in  Polo,  III.,  Sept.  10,  1858,  and  is  the  youngest 
of  five  children,  none  of  the  others  being  resi- 
dents of  St.  Joseph  County.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rout- 
zahn have  had  two  children:  Olen,  born  Aug.  2, 
1886,  and  died  November  5  of  the  same  year;  and 
Warren  Willitts,  born  in  1887. 

Mr.  Routzahn  has  made  many  and  warm  friends 
during  his  residence  in  Three  Rivers,  and  is  justly 
held  in  high  esteem.  He  is  zealous  in  his  work,  kind, 
charitable  and  considerate  with  his  fellowmen,  and 
has  accomplished  much  good.  Socially,  he  is  a 
member  of  Davis  Lodge  No.  57,  F.  &  A.  M.,  and 
of  Salathiel  Chapter  No.  28,  R.  A. 
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0^  ONRAD  SCHAAD.  In  our  selection  of  rep- 
resentative houses  we  find  the  name  of  this 
__  gentleman  inseparably  connected  with  the 
boot  and  shoe  industry,  which  has  a  fine  showing 
in  Three  Rivers,  and  of  which  Mr.  Schaadisa  lead- 
ing representative.  He  occupies  a  prominent  place 
in  the  shoe  trade  of  the  city,  dealing  in  durable 
goods  of  first-class  quality,  and  as  the  result  of  this, 
has  built  up  a  lucrative  patronage.  A  native  of 
Switzerland,  he  was  born  in  Obeshallan,  Canton  of 
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Schaffhausen,  Feb.  26,  1829,  and  there  received  his 
early  education,  after  which  he  learned  the  trade 
of  shoemaker,  serving  the  regular  apprenticeship 
of  five  years  in  that  country,  and  becoming  master 
of  the  trade  in  all  its  branches. 

Mr.  Schaad  traveled  as  a  journeyman  shoemaker 
through  nearly  the  length  and  breadth  of  his  native 
land  and  F'rance,  working  suflflciently  to  pay  his 
expenses,  and  gained  a  fine  knowledge  of  the  coun- 
try, viewdng  its  interesting  sights  and  becoming 
possessor  of  a  practical  knowledge  which  afforded 
a  more  thorough  school  of  training  than  books 
could  have  been.  His  wanderings  ended,  he  then 
returned  home,  spent  one  year,  and  in  1854  set  sail 
for  America.  When  leaving  his  childhood's  home 
he  proceeded  to  Havre,  France,  and  there  embarked 
on  a  vessel  bound  for  New  York  City,  where  he  ar- 
rived after  a  four  weeks'  voyage.  He  spent  very 
little  time  in  the  metropolis,  but  proceeding  directly 
westward  halted  at  Toledo,  Ohio,  where  he  spent 
four  months  working  at  his  trade. 

We  next  find  our  subject  in  Constantine,  this 
county,  where  he  sojourned  eighteen  months,  and  in 
the  winter  of  1856  came  to  Three  Rivers  and  occu- 
pied the  shoemaker's  bench  until  1862.  At  the  ex- 
piration of  this  time,  having  been  successful  in 
accumulating  some  means,  he  established  in  busi- 
ness on  his  own  account,  opening  up  a  well-selected 
stock  of  boots  and  shoes  in  the  Kelsey  Block.  He 
occupied  this  place  until  1864,  then  purchased  his 
present  store,  to  which  he  removed  his  business  and 
where  he  has  since  held  forth.  The  building  occu- 
pies an  area  of  22x75  feet,  and  is  three  stories  in 
height.  Mr.  Schaad  carries  a  well-selected  stock, 
to  which  he  is  constantly  making  additions  and 
gradually  extending  his  trade. 

Mr.  Schaad  owes  his  success  to  his  close  applica- 
tion to  his  business,  his  promptness  in  meeting  his 
obligations,  and  his  courtesy  to  his  customers.  Be- 
sides his  store  building,  he  owns  good  residence 
property  and  four  other  business  houses.  F'or  the 
man  who  arrived  upon  American  soil  with  but  a 
few  dollars  in  his  pocket,  he  has  certainly  made  good 
progress.  In  politics  he  is  conservative,  and  so- 
cially, belongs  to  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  with  which  he  has 
been  identified  a  number  of  years. 

Mr.  Schaad  in  1864  contracted  matrimonial  ties 
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with  Miss  Mary  A.  Blizzard,  of  Three  Rivers.  Mrs. 
S.  was  born  in  Montour  County,  Pa.,  and  of  her 
union  with  our  subject  there  are  three  children  liv- 
ing: Caroline  J.,  the  wife  of  Charles  Bateman; 
Lilly,  at  home  with  her  parents,  and  Arlina,  the 
wife  of  Charles  W.  Cox.  One  young  daughter,  Ar- 
vina,  died  at  the  age  of  twelve  years.  The  parents 
of  Mrs.  S.  were  Daniel  and  Prudence  Blizzard, 
wlio  were  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  and  spent  their 
last  days  in  Danville,  Pa. 

Jacob  and  Ursula  (Baunian)  Schaad  were  natives 
also  of  Switzerland,  born  in  the  same  canton  as 
their  son.  Their  family  consisted  originally  of  five 
children,  only  four  of  whom  lived  to  mature  years. 
One  of  these  still  survives,  and  makes  his  home  in 
Decatur,  Mich.  Mr.  Schaad  has  fully  identified 
himself  with  the  interests  of  his  adopted  country, 
and  has  long  been  recognized  in  Three  Rivers  as  a 
valued  addition  to  the  community. 


-//IJMOH  STURGIS,  one  of  the  solid,  substan- 
m/Ul  tial  men  of  St.  Joseph  County,  and  a  lead- 
ing agriculturist  of  Sturgis,  owning  one  of 
the  largest  and  most  valuable  farms  in  the 
township,  takes  an  honest  pride  in  being  a  member 
of  one  of  the  prominent  pioneer  families  of  the 
county,  his  father,  the  late  Judge  Sturgis,  having 
been  one  of  the  very  first  settlers  within  its  boun- 
daries. 

Our  subject  is  a  native-born  citizen  of  Michigan, 
his  birth  having  occurred  at  Brownstown,  Wayne 
County,  Jan.  17,  1828.  His  father,  Judge  John 
Sturgis,  was  born  in  Philadelphia  in  1787,  and 
passed  the  first  thirteen  years  of  his  life  in  that 
city.  In  the  opening  year  of  this  century  his  par- 
ents. John  and  Ardillacy  (Miller)  Sturgis,  were 
married  in  Mt.  Pleasant,  Canada;  they  then  moved 
to  Brownstown,  Michigan  Territory,  in  1818, 
making  the  journey  with  a  yoke  of  oxen  and 
a  sled,  crossing  the  river  at  Detroit  when  the  ice 
was  so  near  the  point  of  breaking  up  that  Mrs. 
Sturgis,  taking  their  only  child  in  her  arms,  walked 
across  rather  than  run  the  risk  of  breaking  through 
the  ice  with  the  team  and  drowning.  They  settled 
on  land  belonging  to  Gen.  Cass.     In  the  year  1827 


Judge    Sturgis  and    an    enterprising   young  man 
named  George  Thurston  came  to  this  part  of  Michi- 
gan and  broke  the  first  prairie  land  in  what  was 
afterward    St.    Joseph  County,    sowed   a    crop    of 
wheat,  and  put  up  a  quantity  of  hay.     For  further 
particulars  of  their  journey  and  sojourn   into  this 
then  uninhabited  country  see  sketch  of  Mr.  Thur- 
ston on  another  page  of  this  volume.     They  re- 
turned to  Wayne  County,  and  in  the   spring   of 
1828,  in  the  month  of  May,  the  Judge  came  back 
here    with   his  family    to  take  up  his    permanent 
abode    here,  and  thus   became  one  of  the    earliest 
settlers  of  the  county.     He  at  first  located  on  the 
southwest    quarter    of    what  is  now  Fawn  River 
Township,  but  at  the  end  of  two  years  he  moved 
to   Nottawa  and    entered    240    acres    of  Govern- 
ment   land,  which  he  afterward  sold  for  $1,500. 
He  remained  in  that  place  a  ]:K3riod  of  only  three 
months,  and  then  came  to  Sturgis   and  located  on 
land  where  our  subject  now  lives.     He  was  an  in- 
dustrious,  energetic   man,  with  excellent  business 
ability,  and  met  with  eminent  success  m  all  of  his 
transactions,  thus  working  his  way  up  from  poverty 
to  comparative  affluence,  and  at  the  time  of    his 
death  was  the  OAvner  of  1,400  acres  of  land,  which 
lie  willed  to  his  sons,  entailing  it  so  that  it  should 
descend  fronr  father  to  son  in  direct  line  as  long  as 
the  race  should  last.     The  Judge  was  an  important 
personage    here   in   his  day,   and   the  township  of 
Sturgis    was    named    in    his    honor    by  Gov.  Cass, 
who  on  his  return  from  the  trip   in  which   he  had 
made  his  famous  treaty  with  the  Pottawatomie  In- 
dians, camped  near  the  Judge's  house,  and  learning 
that  the   prairie    had  no  name,  called  it  Sturgis. 
To  Judge  and  Mrs.  Sturgis  were  born  .en  children, 
six    sons  and  four    daughters,    namely:    William, 
Jane,  Catherine,  John,  George,  Amos,  David,  Han- 
nah, Sarah  A.   (deceased)   and  Henrietta.     Judge 
Sturgis  closed  his  eyes  to  the  scenes  of  earth  April 
17,  1872,  and  thus  passed  away  a  notable  citizen  of 
this  town,  whose  name  will  be  held  in  remembrance 
as  long  as  the  town  shall  last.     His  wife  departed 
this  life  Feb.  15,  1877. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  reared  on  his  pres- 
ent homestead,  and  received  his  early  schooling  in 
the  typical  school-house  of  pioneer  days,  a  log 
cabin,  with  rude  slab  seats,  situated  in  the  village 
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of  Sturgis,  and  later  attended  the  public  school,  re- 
ceiving a  substantial  education.  He  is  a  man  of 
undeniable  ability,  undisputed  financial  judgment, 
and  unswerving  integrity,  who  has  always  devoted 
his  time  and  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits,  and 
his  large  and  well-tilled  farm  of  530  acres  in 
one  body,  186  of  which  he  inherited  from  his 
father,  shows  the  skill  and  judicious  labor  that 
has  been  spent  upon  it.  He  raises  all  the  crops 
of  a  Michigan  farmer,  but  makes  a  specialty  of 
potatoes  and  wheat.  He  has  erected  commodious 
and  convenient  buildings,  and  carries  on  farming 
after  the  most  approved  modern  methods,  his 
place  being  a  credit  to  him  and  an  ornament  to  the 
town  and  county. 

Mr.  Sturgis  was  married,  Feb.  9,  1869,  to  Miss 
Martha  Smith,  a  native  of  New  York  State,  and 
their  union  has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  five 
children,  namely:  Nettie,  Charles,  Amos,  Mattie 
and  Myra,  all  of  whom  are  at  home  and  receiving 
the  benefit  of  the  excellent  educational  system  of 
their  native  town.  In  politics  Mr.  Sturgis  is  a 
firm  Democrat,  and  though  he  does  his  duty  at  the 
polls,  never  seeks  official  honors.  He  and  his  wife 
are  highly  esteemed  in  social  circles  in  their  com- 
munity, and  their  hospitable  home  is  the  resort  of 
the  large  circle  of  friends  whom  they  have  drawn 
to  them  by  their  geniality  and  courtesy. 


^  EV.  J.  EMORY  FISHER.  Prominent  among 
those  who  have  contributed  to  the  spread- 
ing of  the  Word  of  God  in  this  part  of 
^Michigan,  none  have  been  more  active  or 
zealous  than  the  gentleman  whose  name  heads  this 
sketch,  and  who  is  now  the  oldest  pastor  and  one 
of  the  most  respected  citizens  of  White  Pigeon. 
His  unceasing  labors  for  many  long  years  in  the 
Master's  vineyard  have  been  crowned  with  glo- 
rious results,  and  his  humble  piety  and  Christian 
walk  in  life  have  endeared  him  to  the  thousands 
who  have  from  time  to  time  listened  to  his  elo- 
quent discourses  and  fervent  prayers,  as  he  has  re- 
peated to  them  the  ''old,  old  story  of  Jesus  and 
His  love,"  and  with  great  humility  of  spirit  and 
earnestness  of  purpose  has  pointed  them  to  the 
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Cross,  and  guided  their  wayward  feet  toward  the 
realms  of  eternal  bliss.  He  is  now  pastor  in  charge 
of  the  interests  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  at 
White  Pigeon. 

This  gentleman  was  born  in  Wayne  County, 
Ohio,  near  the  town  of  Edinboro.  He  is  the  son 
of  Philip  R.  and  Mary  (Walters)  Fisher.  The 
father  was  a  native  of  Washington  County,  Pa. 
The  mother  was  a  daughter  of  Daniel  Walters. 
The  parents  reared  a  family  of  eight  children,  five 
of  whom  are  living,  named:  J.  Emory,  our  sub- 
ject; David,  eJennie,  Alfred  and  William.  David  is 
an  artist,  and  now  resides  in  San  Francisco,  Cal.; 
Alfred  is  an  invalid  at  home;  William  is  a  farmer, 
and  lives  on  a  portion  of  the  old  homestead  near 
West  Unity,  Ohio. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  received  his  educa- 
tion at  Hayesville  (Ohio)  Academy,  and  afterward 
attended  the  Western  Theological  Seminary  at 
Allegheny  City,  Pa.,  from  which  institution  he  was 
graduated  in  1869.  Before  leaving  the  seminary 
he  received  a  call  from  Savannah,  Mo.,  which  he  ac- 
cepted, and  assumed  charge  of  the  Old  School  Pres- 
byterian Church.  After  the  consolidation  of  the 
New  and  the  Old  School  societies,  which  occurred 
Dec.  12,  1869,  the  united  church  was  under  his 
pastorate,  and  on  New  Year's  Day,  1870,  received 
sixty -three  persons  by  profession  of  their  faith,  as 
members  of  the  church,  among  whom  were  Judges, 
bankers,  merchants,  coloners,  and  business  men  of 
various  callings.  He  moved  from  Savannah  to 
Lathrop  in  the  same  State  in  1870,  where  he  built 
the  church.  A  few  days  after  it  was  dedicated  to 
the  service  of  God  he  was  taken  ill  and  went  home. 
After  his  recovery  he  supplied  the  churches  at  Ken- 
dallville  and  Elkhart,  Ind.,  for  a  short  time. 

Our  subject  then  went  to  Fostoria,  Ohio,  and  in 
March,  1872,  he  became  pastor  of  the  church  in 
that  place,  where  he  remained  for  one  year,  adding 
over  thirty  members  to  the  church.  Thence  he  went 
to  Auburn,  Ind.,  in  1873.  While  there  he  was  called 
to  Woodstock,  111.,  and  in  1875  he  removed  to 
that  place  and  was  installed  pastor  of  the  church 
there,  which  he  held  until  1877,  about  forty  uniting 
with  the  church  under  his  ministry.  From  Wood- 
stock he  removed  to  Mineral  Point,  Wis.,  and  had 
charge  of   the  church  there  for  one  year,  during 
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which  time  the  church  was  raised  up,  a  basement 
put  under  it,  and  the  audience  room  enlarged  and 
repaired  within,  and  twenty-four  members  were 
added  to  the  cliurch.  In  1878  he  spent  several 
months  in  evangelistic  work.  In  the  spring  of 
1879  he  accepted  the  pastorate  of  the  church  at 
Columbus  Grove,  Ohio,  and  during  his  three  years 
work  the  church  was  swelled  from  about  110  to 
157.  In  the  spring  of  1882  he  removed  to  Quincy, 
Mich.,  where  his  work  was  equally  blessed,  and  in 
July,  1885,  he  came  to  Wliite  Pigeon,  Mich.  His 
work  has  been  mostly  of  a  missionary  character, 
and  he  has  devoted  his  whole  energy  and  life  to 
making  it  a  success. 

When  our  subject  assumed  the  pastorate  of  the 
church  at  Auburn,  Ind.,  it  had  a  membership  of  but 
twenty -two,  and  they  were  decidedly  lukewarm  and 
half-hearted  in  the  interests  of  the  society.  Our  sub- 
ject at  once  practically  took  off  his  coat  and  went  to 
work  with  a  will,  determined  if  possible  to  rejuve- 
nate the  people  and  inspire  them  with  some  life  and 
ambition.  At  the  end  of  his  pastorate  he  had  in- 
creased the  membership  to  eighty-eight  names.  It 
is  through  his  labor  that  the  present  magnificent 
Presbyterian  Church  was  erected  in  White  Pigeon 
in  1887;  this  society  has  prospered  both  temporally 
and  spiritually  under  his  ministrations.  To  the 
already  large  membership  on  the  rolls  when  he  as- 
sumed charge,  he  has  been  instrumental  in  secur- 
ing more  than  thirty  additions,  twenty-four  names 
having  been  added  during  the  last  year. 

The  society  of  which  our  subject  is  the  pastor  is 
the  oldest  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  State  west 
of  Ypsilanti,  having  been  organized  in  1880.  The 
old  church  was  erected  in  1832,  and  was  the  oldest 
I^-esbyterian  Church  in  the  State  when  the  con- 
gregation left  it  on  the  4th  of  March,  1888,  for 
their  new  church.  When  Daniel  Webster,  the  re- 
nowned American  Statesman,  and  his  wife  and 
daughter,  stopped  overnight  in  White  Pigeon,  on 
July  5,  1836,  he  went  up  into  the  steeple  on  the 
old  church  building  and  viewed  the  landscape  em- 
braced in  White  Pigeon  Prairie,  and  he  pronounced 
the  scenery  the  finest  he  ever  saw,  m  the  follow- 
ing words:  "How  beautiful!  Never  before  have  I 
seen  such  a  garden  as  this." 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  married  to  Miss 


Linda  E.  Foster,  on  Nov.  24,  1873.  She  was  a 
daughter  of  Daniel  Foster,  who  was  a  resident  of 
Findlay,  Ohio.  Her  father  was  the  first  man  who 
ever  utilized  the  flow  of  natural  gas,  which  of  late 
years  has  added  so  much  to  the  wealth  and  sub- 
stantial prosperity  of  that  place.  He  discovered 
it  escaping  from  a  well  as  early  as  1843,  in  such 
quantities  that  he  was  able  to  use  it  by  conducting 
it  through  a  rudely  constructed  tube.  He  is  now 
dead. 

Rev.  Fisher  is  a  gentleman  possessing  advanced 
literary  tastes,  and  has  a  great  fluency  of  speech  in 
his  discourse;  he  has  a  generous  and  magnanimous 
nature,  a  manly  ease  and  freedom  of  address,  pecul- 
iarly his  ow^n.  He  is  widely  known  for  his  integ- 
rity, his  honesty  of  purpose  and  uprightness  of 
character.  We  find  him  engaged  in  every  good 
work  and  laboring  zealously  for  the  suppression  of 
evil,  in  whatever  form  it  may  be  found,  and  the 
extension  and  perpetuation  of  God's  kingdom  upon 
the  earth. 
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ENRY  D.  CUSHMAN,  a  leading  druggist 
of  Three  Rivers,  and  making  a  specialty  of 
the  essential  oils  produced  in  St.  Joseph 
County,  Mich.,  came  to  this  place  in  July, 
1869,  soon  after  having  been  graduated  in  pharmacy 
from  the  Michigan  State  University  at  Ann  Arbor. 
He  at  once  formed  a  partnership  with  James  C. 
Reed,  and  they  engaged  in  the  drug  business  until 
1875,  when  Mr.  Cushman  purchased  the  interest  of 
his  partner  and  continued  the  business  until  1884. 
He  then  disposed  of  his  stock  to  Mr.  W.  H.  Shep- 
herd. 

In  1872  Mr.  Cushman  became  associated  with  B. 
M.  Hicks,  and  began  dealing  in  essential  oils,  gradu- 
ally drifting  into  the  manufacture  of  the  same, 
dealing  in  peppermint,  spearmint,  wormwood  and 
tansy  and  erigeron,  which  he  furnished  to  the  job- 
bing trade.  He  is  the  inventor  of  the  Menthol 
Inhaler,  upon  which  he  secured  a  patent  in  1886. 
This  he  also  furnishes  to  the  jobbing  trade,  and 
from  it  enjoys  a  large  sale,  it  being  a  most  pleasant 
and  agreeable  remedy  for  such  ailments  as  catarrh, 
hay  fever,  headache,  neuralgia,  etc.  His  transac 
tions  extend  throughout  the  entire  United  States, 

— ■•► 


f 


J^ 


514 


-•|► 


ST.  JOSEPH  COUNTY. 


Great  Britain,  Canada  and  Mexico.  He  is  a  gen- 
tleman of  good  business  capacities,  keeps  himself 
well  informed  upon  all  matters  concerning  the  in- 
telligent citizen,  and  is  considered  a  valuable  factor 
in  his  community. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Jackson  County,  this 
State,  Aug.  16,  1846,  and  is  the  son  of  Isaac  W. 
and  Maria  H.  (De  Puy)  .Cushman,  who  were  of 
New  England  ancestors.  Isaac  W.  Cushman  came 
to  the  Territory  of  Michigan  with  his  father, 
Joseph  W.,  at  an  early  date.  Fenton  Cushman,  the 
great-grandfather,  was  of  English  descent.  Isaac 
W.  after  his  marriage  settled  in  Jackson  County, 
and  for  many  years  operated  a  gristmill  and  en- 
gaged in  general  merchandising.  He  departed  this 
life  in  1857,  and  the  mother  in  1882.  They  were 
the  parents  of  three  sons  and  one  daughter,  of  whom 
Henry  D.  was  the  eldest.  The  boyhood  of  the 
alter  was  spent  in  his  native  county,  and  after 
emerging  from  the  district  school  he  attended  school 
at  Albion  College,  and  prepared  for  his  university 
course.  He  was  married,  Feb.  23,  1870,  to  Miss 
Thirza  A.  Wright,  a  native  of  Calhoun  County, 
Mich.,  and  a  graduate  of  Albion  College.  Mrs. 
Cushman  was  born  July  30,  1848,  and  is  the 
daughter  of  Josiah  and  Eliza  Wright,  who  are  now 
residents  of  Albion,  Mich.  Their  family  consisted 
of  three  children.  To  our  subject  and  his  estima- 
ble wife  there  have  been  born  three  children — 
Herbert  W.,  Harry  D.  and  Jessie  M.  Mr.  Cush- 
man represented  his  ward  as  Alderman  three  terms; 
is  Secretary  of  the  water  works,  and  a  member  of 
Three  Rivers  Masonic  Lodge. 
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EZEKIEL  FLANDERS.  This  honored  pio- 
neer of  1844  arrived  in  this  county  in  the 
7  spring  of  the  year,  after  a  tedious  and  some- 
what dangerous  journey,  which  was  performed  in 
the  manner  of  those  days,  widely  different  from  that 
of  the  present,  and  during  which  was  encountered 
one  of  the  severest  storms  known  to  this  section  of 
country.  For  thirty-six  hours  Mr.  F.  held  to  an  iron 
bar.  His  clothes  in  the  meantime  were  frozen,  and 
himself  almost  in  a  perishing  condition.  This  was 
about  November  17.     The  storm  lasted  from  Fri- 


day morning  until  Sunday  about  7  P.  M.,  when 
they  had  to  give  up  the  trip  for  that  time  and  re- 
turned to  Buffalo.  After  it  had  abated  the  journey 
to  this  county  was  resumed,  and  Mr.  Flanders  for  a 
time  made  his  home  with  friends. 

Our  subject  in  the  spring  of  1852  purchased 
160  acres  of  wild  land  on  Nottawa  Prairie,  where  he 
commenced  farming  amid  the  difficulties  common 
to  life  in  that  region  of  country,  taking  care  of  his 
widowed  mother  and  settling  up  the  debts  of  his 
father's  estate.  In  the  meantime,  in  order  to  aug- 
ment the  family  income  he  chopped  wood  at  thirty 
cents  per  cord  and  boarded  himself,  economizing  in 
every  way  possible.  In  due  time  his  industry  and 
perseverance  brought  their  legitimate  reward,  and 
he  found  himself  upon  his  feet.  He  is  now  numbered 
among  the  well-to-do  citizens  of  this  county,  own- 
ing 160  acres  of  good  land  in  Nottawa  Township, 
besides  a  good  home  in  the  village  of  Mendon.  He 
carried  on  agriculture  continuously  some  years,  but 
in  1883  took  up  his  abode  in  Mendon  Village, 
Avhere  he  now  resides,  surrounded  by  all  the  com- 
forts of  life. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Farmersville,  Cattarau- 
gus Co.,  N.  Y.,  June  7,  1823,  and  is  the  son  of 
Ezekiel  and  Lydia  (White)  Flanders,  who  were  na- 
tives of  New  Hampshire,  and  the  father  a  farmer 
by  occupation.  The  latter  was  born  Oct.  22,  1782, 
and  departed  this  life  in  New  York  State,  Dec.  8, 
1840,  at  the  age  of  fifty-eight  years,  one  month 
and  sixteen  days.  He  had  been  a  man  of  note  in 
his  neighborhood,  holding  the  various  local  offices 
and  bearing  the  reputation  of  a  peaceable  and  law- 
abiding  citizen,  a  man  prompt  to  meet  his  obliga- 
tions, and  with  his  excellent  wife  a  believer  in  the 
Christian  religion.  The  mother  was  born  July  16, 
1818,  and  survived  her  husband  six  3^ears,  her 
death  taking  place  at  the  homestead  in  St.  Joseph 
County,  Mich.,  Aug.  30,  1846,  at  the  age  of  fifty- 
one  years,  eight  months  and  ten  days. 

Ezekiel  Flanders,  Sr.,  when  about  twenty-nine 
years  of  age  entered  upon  a  seafaring  life,  which 
he  followed  for  about  seven  years,  being  mate  of  a 
vessel.  He  was  a  man  of  good  education  and  more 
than  ordinary  intelligence,  and  followed  teaching 
after  resuming  his  residence  on  terra  firma.  He 
accumulated  good   property,  and  politically,  afflli- 
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ated  with  the  Democratic  party.  The  parental 
househokl  included  eleven  children,  ten  of  whom 
lived  to  mature  years.  The  eldest,  Zoroaster  S. 
B.,  was  born  June  11,  1814;  Sophia,  Jan.  20,  1816; 
David  W.,  July  16,  1818;  Elizabeth  R.,  March  20, 
1820;  Ezekiel,  Jr.,  June  7,  1823;  Calvin  IL,  Aug. 
5,  1825;  Lydia  L.,  Aug.  8,  1828;  Lucinda  W., 
Aug.  15,  1830;  Mary,  Aug.  20,  1832;  Ann,  Jan. 
10,  1838.  This  latter  child  died  in  infancy.  The 
parents  were  married  Feb.  15,  1813. 

Mr.  Flanders,  our  subject,  was  reared  at  the  home 
farm  in  Cattaraugus  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  was 
taught  habits  of  industry  and  economy,  and  ob- 
tained his  book  learning  in  the  common  school. 
He  was  content  to  follow  farm  pursuits,  and  when 
ready  to  establish  a  fireside  of  his  own  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Amelia  Ransom,  Dec.  20, 
1846,  at  the  home  of  the  bride  in  Janesville,  Mich. 
Mrs.  Flanders  was  born  May  6,  1829,  in  New  York, 
and  is  the  daughter  of  Hubble  and  Charlotte 
(Graves)  Ransom,  the  former  of  whom  was  born 
in  1777,  and  the  latter  Dec.  5,  1779.  The  family 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ransom  consisted  of  the  children, 
born  as  follows:  Charlotte,  Jan.  25,  1810;  Justin 
H.,  May  7,  1812;  Harry,  July  7,  1814;  Eliza  A., 
Dec.  14,  1816;  Alonzo,  Feb.  13,  1819;  Charlotte, 
July  4,  1821;  Rebecca,  March  5,  1823;  Lyman  G., 
April  16,  1827;  Amelia,  May  26,  1829;  Martha, 
Aug.  12,  1833. 

Our  subject  and  his  estimable  wife  commenced 
their  wedded  life  together  in  Nottawa  Township, 
this  county,  and  in  due  time  the  household  circle  in>- 
cluded  five  children.  The  eldest  of  these,  Helen, 
was  born  Sept.  27,  1847;  Catherine,  Jan.  1,  1850; 
Frank  P.,  Sept.  16,  1852;  Fannie  E.,  July  27,  1855; 
Ferdinand  F.,  Dec.  27,  1860;  Catherine  died  April 
14,  1852,  when  a  little  over  two  years  old.  Frank 
P.  died  March  2,  1860,  before  reaching  the  eighth 
year  of  his  age;  Helen  became  the  wife  of  Almeron 
Estes,  of  Mendon,  and  died  at  her  home  in  Not- 
tawa, Nov.  10,  1872,  leaving  one  child;  Lydia  L. 
died  when  an  infant  of  a  few  months.  Mr.  Flan- 
ders is  a  stanch  Democrat  politically,  and  has  held 
the  various  local  offices,  the  duties  of  which  he  dis- 
charged with  great  credit  to  himself  and  satisfac- 
tion to  all  concerned.  He  was  elected  Overseer  of 
the  Poor  in  the  spring  of  1874,  and  has  since  been 


continued  in  the  office,  proving  himself  finely 
adapted  to  the  position,  being  a  man  of  great  kind- 
ness of  heart  and  one  to  whom  the  sufferings  of  the 
poor  never  appeal  in  vain.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
City  Council  of  Mendon,  and  socially,  is  a  Royal 
Arch  Mason.  Mrs.  Flanders  belongs  to  the  Epis- 
copal Church,  and  is  a  lady  who  adorns  her  position 
as  the  wife  of  an  honest  man  and  a  good  citizen. 


\t?$^  UDLEY  B.  FRANCISCO,  of  Three  Rivers, 
is  the  son  of  Daniel  Francisco,  deceased, 
of  whom  a  full  sketch  is  given  on  another 
page  in  this  volume.  He  was  born  in  On- 
tario County,  N.  Y.,  June  27,  1842,  and  was  there- 
fore but  four  years  old  when  his  parents  brought 
him  to  Michigan.  The  death  of  his  mother  two 
years  later  deprived  young  Francisco  of  maternal 
care,  yet,'though  a  weak  boy,  he  grew  to  be  a  sturdy 
man.  He  attended  the  public  schools  of  Three 
Rivers,  and  later  took  a  course  in  the  Commercial 
College  at  Albion,  Mich.  He  was  graduated  from 
there  in  the  fall  of  1862,  and  the  following  spring 
took  charge  of  his  father's  farms,  for  which  his  early 
training  had  admirably  fitted  him.  In  this  way  the 
time  was  passed  until  the  spring  of  1865,  when  he 
becran  on  his  own  account  on  a  farm  of  177  acres, 
in  Fabius  Township,  owned  by  his  father,  and  sub- 
sequently bequeathed  to  our  subject.  Connected 
with  his  farming  he  also  engaged  in  stock  dealing 
and  raising. 

Mr.  Francisco  continued  to  live  there  until  the 
spring  of  1883,  when  he  sold  his  farm  and  removed 
to  Three  Rivers,  which  has  since  been  his  home. 
Being  in  rather  poor  health.  Mr.  Francisco  did  not 
engage  in  any  active  work  until  the  following 
year,  when  he  bought  the  omnibus  and  bag- 
gage line,  and  a  short  time  after  built  the  com- 
modious farmers'  sheds,  which  have  proved  a  great 
convenience  to  persons  coming  to  town.  In  con- 
nection with  this  he  put  in  a  platform  scales  for 
weighing  hay,  etc.  This  business  he  sold  out  in 
November,  1887,  and  bought  the  livery  business 
which  had  formerly  been  carried  on  by  William 
Laird.     This   he    largely  increased,  having  now  a 
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fine  lot  of  horses,  carriages  of  all  kinds,  and  takes  a 
pride  in  keeping  everything  in  good  shape. 

On  March  21,  1866,  Mr.  Francisco  was  married 
to  Miss  Susanna  Weinberg,  daughter  of  Samuel 
Weinberg,  of  Flowerfield  Township,  formerly  from 
Pennsylvania.  She  was  born  Oct.  1,  1843.  They 
are  the  parents  of  six  children,  of  whom  Maudie 
is  deceased.  The  others  are  all  under  the  parental 
roof,  and  are  named  Mary  L.,  Minnie  E.,  Birtle 
Otis,  Arthur  W.  and  Lulu. 

ON.  A.  C.  PRUTZMAN,  ex  State  Senator, 
has  represented  his  district  in  the  Legisla- 
ture for  six  consecutive  years.  He  was  first 
elected  in  1868  to  represent  the  county  of 
St.  Joseph,  which  then  composed  alone  the  Four- 
teenth Senatorial  District.  Two  years  later  he  was 
elected  from  the  same  district,  but  the  rapid  growth 
of  the  State  necessitated  a  reorganization,  and  dur- 
ing his  third  term,  to  which  he  was  elected  in  1872, 
he  represented  the  counties  of  St.  Joseph  and  Cass, 
which  was  known  as  the  Eleventh  District. 

Mr.  Prutzman  is  an  old  resident  of  Michigan, 
having  come  to  St.  Joseph  first  in  1834.  He  was 
born  March  6,  1813,  in  Columbia  County,  Pa. 
His  parents  were  Joseph  and  Maria  Prutzman,  also 
natives  of  Pennsylvania,  both  of  whom  died  in 
Columbia  County.  Our  subject  in  early  life  was 
brought  up  to  mercantile  pursuits,  and  spent  sev- 
eral years  as  clerk  in  stores  in  Danville  and  in 
Pottsville,  Pa.  Deciding  to  try  his  fortunes  in  the 
then  Far  West,  he  emigrated  to  Michigan,  accom- 
panied by  his  sister  and  her  husband,  E.  S.  Moore, 
they  intending  to  open  a  store  at  Prairie  Ronde, 
Kalamazoo  County.  As  an  illustration  of  the  diffi- 
culties encountered  by  emigrants  in  those  days,  it 
is  worthy  of  note  that  the  stock  of  goods  which 
they  had  purchased  and  shipped  from  New  York 
was  over  six  months  in  reaching  its  destination. 
They  were  shipped  in  the  fall,  but  were  laid  over 
at  Grand  Haven  during  the  entire  winter.  In  the 
spring  they  were  unloaded  at  the  mouth  of  the  St. 
Joseph  River,  and  were  brought  across  the  country 
by  teams. 

The  place  where  the  partners  had  decided  to  locate 


was  on  the  edge  of  the  woods,  at  Prairie  Ronde, 
and  during  the  winter  they  cut  the  timber,  had  it 
sawed,  and  put  .up  their  store  adjoining  a  small 
house  which  they  had  bought,  and  to  which  they 
made  an  addition.  Having  spare  time  on  their 
hands,  with  the  industry  characteristic  of  the  early 
pioneers,  Mr.  Prutzman  and  his  partner  went  into 
the  woods  and  logged  all  the  remainder  of  the 
winter.  On  the  arrival  of  their  goods  they  opened 
their  store,  which  they  carried  on  until  April,  1838, 
when  Mr.  Prutzman  removed  to  Three  Rivers, which 
offered  a  better  field  for  business,  and  where  they 
had  already  sent  some  goods. 

Mr.  Moore  had,  a  year  previous  to  this,  removed 
to  a  farm  which  he  had  bought  in  Park  Township, 
St.  Joseph  County.  The  place  where  he  settled  is 
known  as  Moorepark,  and  was  named  after  him. 
The  partnership  of  Moore  &  Prutzman  continued 
for  twenty-five  years,  and  in  1844  they  bought  the 
Three  Rivers  Mill,  which  they  had  previously 
rented,  and  to  which  they  made  additions  and  im- 
provements, and  there  carried  on  the  milling  busi- 
ness until  the  dissolution  of  the  partnership  in 
1859,  when  Mr.  Moore  took  the  mill  property  and 
Mr.  Prutzman  the  store,  which  he  carried  on  for 
several  years,  and  then  he  sold  it  and  embarked  in 
the  manufacturing  business  with  his  sons,  Joseph 
E.  and  John  P.,  under  the  name  of  the  Michigan 
Pump  Company  and  Three  Rivers  Plow  Company. 
The  firm  is  now  known  as  A.  C.  Prutzman,  and  is 
engaged  largely  in  the  manufacture  of  wood  pumps 
and  chilled  and  steel  plows,  their  goods  bearing  an 
enviable  reputation  wherever  introduced. 

July  14,  1836,  Mr.  Prutzman  was  married,  in 
Chester  County,  Pa.,  to  Miss  Mary  L.  Phillips,  a 
native  of  that  county,  born  in  November,  1816, 
her  parents  being  John  and  Margaret  Phillips. 
Their  union  was  blessed  hy  the  birth  of  five  chil- 
dren, four  of  whom  are  living,  one,  Edward  M., 
giving  his  life  for  his  country,  having  been  killed 
in  the  battle  of  Resaca,  Ga.,  May  15,  1864.  He 
enlisted  in  the  25th  Michigan  Infantry,  under  Col. 
O.  H.  Moore,  a  nephew  of  his  father's  brother-in- 
law.  He  took  the  field  as  Sergeant  of  his  company, 
and  for  gallant  conduct  was  promoted  through  the 
grades  of  Sergeant  Major,  Second  and  First  Lieu- 
tenant, and  was  Adjutant  when  he  was  killed,  while 
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gallantly  leading  a  charge  on  a  rebel  battery  on 
foot,  having  left  his  horse  to  take  part  in  the  charge. 
His  remains  were  brought  home  by  his  father,  and 
interred  in  Riverside  Cemetery,  at  Three  Rivers. 
The  G.  A.  R.  Post  at  that  place  was  named  after 
this  gallant  officer,  ^^Ed.  M.  Prutzman  Post  No.  72, 
G.  A.  R."  He  had  taken  part  in  many  a  hard- 
fought  battle,  and  was  universally  esteemed  for  his 
bravery  and  many  soldierly  qualities. 

The  other  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Prutzman 
are:  Joseph  E.,  who  is  married  to  Miss  Emma 
Hutchinson,  a  native  of  the  State  of  New  York,  has 
two  children,  and  lives  in  Three  Rivers;  John  P. 
married  twice,  his  first  wife,  Julia  Goodell,  of 
Massachusetts,  dying  and  leaving  one  child,  Mary 
E.,  who  is  an  inmate  of  her  grandfather's  home; 
the  second  wife  is  Florence  Wyckoff,  who  has  two 
children,  and  the  family  live  in  Memphis,  Tenn., 
where  the  father  is  engaged  in  manufacturing  pumps, 
and  in  roofing  and  paving.  Margaret  M.  is  the 
wife  of  C.  B.  Tucker,  chief  clerk  in  a  large  grain 
house  at  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  and  has  one  child, 
Gertrude;  and  A.  Clifford,  who  is  married  to  Miss 
Laura  Davis,  a  native  of  New  Hampshire,  and  they 
have  one  child.  Ernest  R.,  and  is  associated  with 
his  father  in  business. 

Since  coming  to  Three  Rivers  Mr.  Prutzman  has 
been  honored  by  his  fellow-citizens  with  many  posi- 
tions of  trust  and  responsibility,  and  in  every  pub- 
lic place  to  which  he  has  been  called  has  discharged 
its  duties  with  a  fidelity  and  faithfulness  which  have 
not  only  justified  the  confidence  of  his  fellow-citizens, 
but  have  honored  alike  himself  and  those  whom  he 
represented.  He  has  been  a  member  of  the  Town 
Council  of  Three  Rivers,  Tax  Collector,  and  has 
held  other  minor  oflSces.  For  ten  years  he  was  a 
member  of  the  Michigan  State  Board  of  Agricult- 
ure, first  appointed  for  four  years  to  fill  a  vacancy, 
and  afterward  for  the  full  term  of  six  years.  His 
Senatorial  career  has  already  been  mentioned. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Prutzman  are  members  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  at  Three  Rivers,  of  which  he 
is  now  and  has  long  been  an  Elder.  During  his 
long  and  active  life  Mr.  Prutzman  has  borne  an  un- 
blemished reputation.  Asa  business  man,  a  trusted 
oflficial  and  representative,  as  a  citizen,  husband  and 
father,    he   has   always  been  true  to  his  trust,  and 


now,  in  the  enjoyment  of  an  ample  competence,  is 
reaping  the  reward  of  a  well-spent  life,  respected 
and  esteemed  by  everyone  who  knows  him.  We 
are  pleased  to  record  in  this  work  this  sketch  of 
this  well-known  and  honored  citizen  of  St.  Joseph 
County, 


ROE.  CHARLES   H.   SAGE,  Principal  of 
the   Three   Rivers   Business   College    and 
Normal  School,  is  a  native  of  West  Troy, 
^         Wis.,  born  Jan. .17,  1859,  his  parents  being 
Charles  Henry  and  Hannah  (Teachout)  Sage,  both 
born  in  the  State  of  New  York.    On  the  paternal  side 
his   ancestors  are  of  English   descent,  and  on  the 
maternal  of  German.     The  father  of  our  subject 
was  originally  a  blacksmith  by  occupation,  work- 
ing  at  his  trade  in  Wisconsin,  where  his  parents 
had  settled  when  he  was   quite  young.     He   began 
business  for  himself  in  that  State,  but  afterward 
removed  to   Ionia   County,   Mich.,  where  he  con- 
ducted  business   for  seven  years.     This  w^as,  how- 
ever, not  destined  to  be  his  life  work.     Selling  out 
his  business,   he   joined   the    Methodist   Episcopal 
Conference,  and  became  a  licensed  preacher  in  that 
body.     A  few  years  later  he  joined  the  Free  Meth- 
odist Church,  w^as  appointed  a  preacher  in  that  de- 
nomination, and  later  made  Chairman  of  the  district, 
a  distinction   conferred  upon  him  for  conspicuous 
ability  and  zeal.  In  this  connection  he  is  yet  doing 
good  work.     He  is  a  man  of  marked  force  of  char- 
acter, an  indefatigable  worker,  generous  almost  to 
a  fault,  and  is  always  trying  to  help  and  elevate  his 
fellowman.     He  has  left  his  impress  on  all   relig- 
ious and  social  circles  of  w^hich  he  has  been  a  mem- 
ber, and  is  held  in  high   esteem   by  all  with  whom 
he  has  come  in  contact.     Devoting  himself  with  all 
the  ardor  of  his  nature  to  his   chosen  work,  he  has 
been  more  than  ordinarily   successful,  and  has  ac- 
complished much  good.     When  twenty-three  years 
old  he  was  married  to  Miss  Hannah  Teachout,  who 
has  proved  a  worthy   helpmate,  a  true  wife  and  a 
devoted  mother.     They  are  the  parents  of  six  chil- 
dren,  four    of   whom   are    deceased:    George    and 
Henry  died  in  childhood;  Lewis  was  married,  was 
a  farmer  in  Iowa  County,  and  died  at  the  age  of 
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twenty-three;  Leslie  died  at  Spring  Arbor,  Mich., 
aged  seventeen.  Besides  our  subject  there  is  living 
a  son,  Franklin  E.,  married,  has  one  child,  and 
lives  at  Ft.  Scott,  Kan. 

The  early  life  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  until 
he  was  seven  years  old,  was  passed  at  the  village 
of  West  Troy,  Wis.  The  following  seven  years 
were  spent  in  Ionia  County,  Mich.,  at  which  time  his 
father  joined  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Conference, 
and  he  was  then  mainly  thrown  upon  his  own  re- 
sources. When  fifteen  years  of  age  he  attended 
Spring  Arbor  Seminary,  remaining  there  for  sev- 
eral years,  under  the  careful  and  thorough  instruc- 
tion of  Prof.  Clark  Jones.  On  the  death  of  his 
elder  brother  he  began  teaching  school  and  doing 
other  work  until  he  became  of  age.  Then  he  be- 
came a  student  in  the  Valparaiso  (Ind.)  Normal, 
School,  pursuing  a  thorough  course  of  study  in 
Normal  and  commercial  branches.  Leaving  there, 
he  entered  the  Excelsior  Institute  of  Pen  Art, 
whence  he  was  graduated  in  1882  in  a  high  grade- 
He  was  subsequently  a  member  of  the  faculty  of 
Oak  Grove  Seminary,  at  Paw  Paw,  Mich.,  assisting 
Miss  Abbie  Barker  in  carrying  on  that  institution 
there  for  a  year,  when  she  removed  it  to  Three 
Rivers,  calling  it  the  Three  Rivers  Seminary.  A 
year  and  a  half  later  Miss  Barker  failed,  the  teachers 
disbanded,  and  Prof.  Sage  at  once  opened  a  school 
in  a  hall  down  town,  commencing  with  but  few 
pupils.  His  school  grew  in  public  estimation,  and 
in  eighteen  months  he  was  strong  enough  to  en- 
gage the  building  formerly  occupied  by  Miss  Barker? 
where  he  has  now  a  highly  successful  institution, 
under  the  name  of  the  ''Three  Rivers  Business 
College  and  Normal  School,"  with  an  annually  in- 
creasing attendance. 

The  aim  of  Prof.  Sage  is  to  give  his  pupils  a 
thorough  and  practical  training  in  those  branches 
of  knowledge  which  are  essential  to  success  in  busi- 
ness life,  also  in  the  Normal  department  to  give 
such  a  complete  course  of  instruction  as  will  fit  his 
pupils,  male  or  female,  to  become  teachers  in  any 
grade.  To  these  are  added  such  special  studies  as 
penmanship,  not  only  in  its  everyday  use,  but  in 
the  highest  branches  of  the  art,  making  students 
really  professionals;  stenography  and  typewriting 
for  both  sexes;  vocal  and  instrumental  music;  Ger- 
<•  


man  and  French  languages;  physiology  and  hy- 
giene, and  other  kindred  studies.  In  fact,  the  aim 
is  to  give  to  every  pupil  what  may  be  justly  termed 
a  practical,  finished  education.  Each  department 
is  in  charge  of  a  thoroughly  qualified  instructor, 
and  special  attention  is  given  to  thoroughly  ground- 
ing each  pupil  in  the  principles  of  the  studies  pur- 
sued, and  fitting  them  to  fill  honorable,  useful  and 
lucrative  places  in  the  world.  The  terms  for  tui- 
tion are  low,  and  for  out-of-town  pupils  especial 
arrangements  are  made  for  rooms  and  board  at  low 
rates.  The  school  building  is  well  situated  and  ad- 
mirably adapted  for  the  purpose,  and  the  institu- 
tion is  constantly  growing  in  favor,  because  of  the 
admirable  manner  in  which  it  is  conducted.  Prof. 
Sage  has  in  his  possession  many  testimonials  from 
former  pupils,  their  parents,  and  others  who  have 
examined  his  school,  both  as  to  his  personal  char 
acter  and  fitness  for  the  work  in  which  he  is  en- 
gaged, and  as  to  the  success  which  has  attended  his 
efforts. 

Socially,  Prof.  Sage  is  a  member  of  the  K.  of  P., 
and  is  Keeper  of  Records  and  Seals  in  the  lodge 
at  Three  Rivers.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  State  - 
Militia,  and  is  Quartermaster-Sergeant  in  the  2d 
Regiment  Michigan  State  Troops.  He  does  not  take 
an  active  part  in  political  matters,  but  is  a  believer 
in  the  doctrines  of  the  Republican  party. 


*^*^-^^=i^^ 
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ON.  GEORGE  L.  YAPLE.  There  are  few 
people  in  Southern  Michigan  keeping  them- 
selves in  the  least  posted  in  regard  to  pub- 
lic matters  who  are  unacquainted  with  the 
name  of  this  gentleman — a  man  of  unusual  ability, 
and  who  was  in  the  fall  of  1882  elected  to  repre- 
sent the  Fourth  District  in  the  Forty -eighth  Con- 
gress. In  this  memorable  election  he  ran  ahead  of 
his  party  ticket  to  the  number  of  1,800  votes,  an 
occurrence  unprecedented  in  the  history  of  the 
district.  He  served  his  term  acceptably,  and  was 
nominated  for  the  Forty-ninth  Congress  in  1884, 
being  defeated  by  a  small  majority.  In  1886  he 
was  nominated  for  Governor  by  the  Democratic 
party,  being  this  time  also  defeated  by  a  small  ma- 
jority. In  1888  he  was  nominated  by  acclamation 
— •► 
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for   another   term   in   Congress,  and  declined  the 
nomination. 

The  first  man  to  introduce  the  work  of  tariff  re- 
form in  this  State,  Mr.  Yaple  has  in  every  campaign 
made  of  this  a  leading  question.  He  has  labored 
early  and  late,  and  left  no  stone  unturned  in  the 
advocacy  of  the  principles  by  which  he  abides. 
This  quality  of  character  is  not  only  evinced  in  his 
political  relations,  but  in  his  private  and  business 
life.  A  man  in  his  prime,  he  is  a  native  of  this 
county,  and  was  born  about  six  miles  east  of  Men- 
don,  in  Leonidas  Township,  Feb.  20,  1851.  His 
parents  were  Elisha  L.  and  Delilah  A.  (Eddy) 
Yaple,  the  father  a  native  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
and  born  March  27,  1822.  He  is  still  living,  and, 
with  his  excellent  wife,  makes  his  home  in  Mendon, 
IVHch.  The  latter  is  a  native  of  Massachusetts,  and 
born  July  13,   182fi. 

Elisha  Yaple  has  spent  a  large  portion  of  his  life 
in  mercantile  pursuits,  and  been  successful  in  busi- 
ness. George  L.  attended  the  common  schools 
during  his  earlier  years,  and  later,  in  1871,  was 
graduated  from  the  Northwestern  University,  at 
Evanston,  111.  In  that  class  was  his  wife  and  also 
his  sister,  Alice  A.,  who  became  the  wife  of  Dr. 
Uevi  S.  Wilcox,  who  was  also  a  graduate  of  that 
class.  Mrs.  Wilcox  died  in  1888.  Our  subject, 
after  completing  his  studies  at  the  University,  en- 
tered the  oftice  of  Judge  Severns,  of  Kalamazoo, 
and  was  soon  admitted  to  practice  in  the  courts  of 
]Michigan.  Circumstances,  however,  occurred  which 
changed  the  current  of  his  life  for  the  time,  and 
returning  to  the  farm,  he  occupied  himself  in  farm- 
ing until  the  fall  of  1876. 

Mr.  Yaple  now  visited  Nebraska,  and  sojourned 
at  Beatrice  until  the  fall  of  1878.  He  then  returned 
home  and  commenced  the  practice  of  his  profession 
at  Mendon.  He  had  in  the  meantime  been  mar- 
ried, Jan.  1,  1873,  to  Miss  Mary  E.  Hankinson. 
This  lady  was  born  July  16,  1851,  in  RockfoM, 
111.,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Reuben  and  Alvira 
(^Nlason)  Hankinson,  and  the  third  in  a  family  of 
seven  children.  She  was  graduated  in  the  Female 
Seminary  at  Rockford,  and  later,  like  her  husband, 
entered  the  Northwestern  University,  where  they 
formed  an  acquaintance,  and  where  she  also  was 
graduated.     Of  this   union  there  have  been  born 


seven  children,  all  of  whom  are  living,  namely: 
Edward  L.,  Alfred  II.,  Carl,  Marie,  Harry,  George 
and  Allie  M. 

In  1886  Mr.  Yaple  received  the  votes  of  the 
Democratic  members  of  the  Michigan  Legislature 
for  United  States  Senator,  and  was  elected  by  ac- 
clamation as  a  Delegate-at-Large  to  the  Democratic 
National  Convention  in  1888,  at  St.  Louis,  where 
he  was  selected  as  a  member  of  the  committee  on 
resolutions,  together  with  the  sub-committee.  He 
has  been  a  close  student  and  an  extensive  reader, 
and  is  a  lecturer  in  this  and  other  States  upon  sub- 
jects of  general  interest  to  the  people  at  large. 

Socially,  Mr.  Yaple  is  a  Knight  Templar  in  the 
Masonic  fraternity,  and  for  the  last  ten  years  has 
been  prominent  among  the  councils  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party  in  this  section  of  Michigan.  He  is  a 
man  progressive  in  his  ideas,  and  one  who  keeps 
himself  well  posted  upon  current  events. 

Elisha  L.  Yaple,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Delaware  County,  N.  Y.,  March  22,  1822, 
and  is  the  son  of  Henry  and  Charlotte  (Tubbs) 
Yaple,  who  were  natives  of  the  Empire  State  and 
Connecticut  respectively.  Henry  Yaple  was  a 
farmer  by  occupation,  was  born  March  22,  1792, 
and  married  in  1821.  He  emigrated  to  Michigan 
in  1846,  taking  up  his  abode  in  Leonidas  Township, 
where  he  died  in  1851.  Grandmother  Yaple  was 
born  Feb.  13,  1791,  and  died  in  1851.  Mr.  Y.  was  a 
capable  business  man  and  a  worthy  citizen,  and 
although  not  accumulating  as  much  of  this  world's 
goods  as  many  of  the  men  around  him,  was  no  less 
respected  by  the  people  of  his  community.  To  him 
and  his  excellent  wife  there  were  born  nine  chil- 
dren, three  sons  and  six  daughters.  These  children 
were  named  respectively:  Emily  C,  Julia  A.  Philip 
II.,  Esther  S.,  Elisha  L.,  Mary  A.,  Ellen  N.,  James 
and  Luana. 

Mrs.  Delilah  A.  (Eddy)  Yaple,  the  mother  of 
our  subject,  was  born  in  Adams,  Berkshire  Co., 
Mass.,  in  1826,  and  is  the  daughter  of  John  E.  and 
Esther  (Clark)  P^ddy,  who  were  natives  of  the  same 
State.  John  Eddy  was  born  Jan.  13,  1798,  and 
died  Jan.  20,  1837.  He  was  a  farmer  by  occupa- 
tion, and  a  member  of  the  solid  and  reliable  ele- 
ment of  his  community.  His  wife,  Esther,  was 
born  June  21,  1803,  and  died  Aug.  27,  1871.  They 
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emigrated  to  Michigan  Territory  in  1836.  They 
were  the  parents  of  three  children:  Samuel,  who  is 
now  deceased ;  Delilah  and  'William.  Elisha  Yaple 
and  Miss  Delilah  Eddy  were  married  July  30,  1848. 
To  Elisha  L.  and  Delilah  A.  Yaple  there  were 
born  five  children,  namely:  George  L.,  Alice  A., 
Edward  D.,  Henry  K.  and  Lola  M.  Alice  and 
Edward  are  deceased.  Elisha  Yaple  came  to  Michi- 
gan in  the  spring  of  1846,  and  located  in  Leonidas, 
where  he  engaged  in  mercantile  business  and  lived 
until  1857.  Thence  he  removed  to  Mendon.  Mr. 
Yaple,  politically,  is  a  stanch  Democrat  and  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity. 


*t 


|r^^  OBERT  S.  GRIFEITH  is  an  honored  citizen 
1^^  of  Fabius  Township,  with  whose  agricult- 
ural interests  he  is  prominently  identified, 
^^,  both  as  a  farmer  and  a  stock-raiser.  He  is 
the  owner  of  one  of  the  valuable  farms  for  which 
this  section  is  somewhat  noted.  It  is  finely  located 
on  section  18,  and  its  well-tilled,  productive  acres 
have  amply  repaid  the  care  and  money  that  he  has 
bestowed  upon  them. 

Mr.  Griffith  was  born  in  Buckingham  Township, 
Bucks  Co.,  Pa.,  Jan.  11,  1824,  and  is  a  son  of 
Joseph  and  Mary  (Scarborough)  Griffith,  the  father 
a  natives  of  Wales,  and  the  mother  of  that  part  of 
Pennsylvania  included  in  AVilliam  Penn's  grant. 
The  mother  was  of  Quaker  antecedents,  her  people 
belonging  to  that  denomination,  and  her  ancestry 
coming  from  England  to  settle  in  Pennsylvania  at 
an  early  day  in  its  colonial  history.  They  had  a 
family  of  thirteen  children,  of  whom  our  subject 
was  the  eldest.  Esther  Ann  was  born  Feb.  14,  1825, 
and  married  Albert  Cooper;  they  have  one  daughter, 
Emma.  Mercy  P.,  born  March  30,  1827,  married 
David  Holcome;  they  are  the  parents  of  seven  chil- 
dren. John,  born  April  21,  1830,  married  Caroline 
Holcome;  they  have  eight  children.  Silas  Levi,  born 
March  3,  1833,  married  and  has  five  children;  they 
live  in  Nebraska.  fJoseph,  born  March  28,  1834, 
died  in  1836.  Eli  Paxon,  born  Sept.  7,  1835,  mar- 
ried Elizabeth  Cox,  and  has  six  children ;  they  re- 
side in  Pennsylvania.  Sarah,  born  June  1,  1837, 
married  James  Hagerman ;  they  had  one  child,  who 
m  


died  Feb.  21,  1885.  Joseph,  born  Feb. -11,  1839, 
is  married;  he  is  a  minister  and  is  now  pastor  of 
St.  Paul's  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church,  of  Ne- 
braska. William  Harrison,  born  June  25,  1840,  mar- 
ried Cassie  Hooker,  of  Pennsjdvania;  they  are  the 
parents  of  three  daughters,  now  residing  in  Ne- 
braska. Mary,  born  Nov.  23,  1841,  married  James 
Shanon,  of  Nevada;  they  have  two  sons,  and  reside 
in  Nemaha,  Neb.  Henry  Clay,  born  Sept.  30,  1843, 
died  Nov.  12,  1861.  Elizabeth  W.,  born  Sept.  23, 
1845,  and  died  in  1847. 

Robert  S.  was  reared  on  a  farm  and  received  the 
benefit  of  a  fair  education,  such  as  his  father  could 
afford  to  give  him  in  those  days,  before  free  schools 
were  known.  He  worked  by  the  month  some  be- 
fore he  was  allowed  to  start  out  in  life  for  himself. 
Being  an  active,  enterprising  youth,  at  the  age  of 
nineteen  he  bought  his  time  of  his  father,  paying  him 
the  sum  of  1125.  He  was  married,  March  20,  1851,  to 
Miss  Susan  Cox,  daughter  of  Jonas  and  Elizabeth 
(Larue)  Cox.  Following  is  a  short  chronological 
record  of  her  parents  and  their  children:  Jonas 
Cox  was  born  on  the  15th  day  of  October,  1797. 
Elizabeth  Larue  was  born  on  the  20th  day  of 
August,  1797.  They  were  united  in  marriage  at 
Fallsington,  Bucks  Co.,  Pa.,  on  the  15th  of  April, 
1819.  Jonas  Cox  died  on  the  19th  of  December, 
1834.  Elizabeth,  his  wife,  survived  him  many 
years,  dying  on  the  11th  of  May,  1869.  Their 
union  was  productive  of  eight  children,  as  follows: 
Sarah  was  born  on  the -7th  of  February,  1820,  and 
died  on  the  10th  of  March,  1845;  John  L.  was  born 
on  the  17th  of  July,  1821;  Hannah,  on  the  1st  of 
September,  1823;  Ellwood,  on  the  29th  of  May, 
1825;  Mary  Ann  L.,  on  the  13th  of  February, 
1827;  Susanna,  wife  of  our  subject,  on  the  30th  of 
March,  1829;  Samuel  L.  was  born  on  the  8th  of 
June,  1831,  and  died  on  the  20th  of  September, 
1833;  Elizabeth  was  born  on  the  30th  of  March, 
1834.  John  L.  Cox  married  Catherine  Ililes,  who 
was  born  on  the  27th  of  April,  1838.  Two  chil- 
dren have  been  born  of  that  marriage:  Joseph,  on 
the  6th  of  May,  1858,  and  Charles  W.,  on  the  28th 
of  September,  1863. 

For  two  years  after  his  marriage  our  subject  was 
employed  as  a  day  laborer.  He  was  economical  and 
thrifty,   and  cariefully  saving  his  earnings  bought 
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a  horse,  and  went  into  debt  for  another,  and  thus 
equipped  rented  some  land  and  was  industriously 
engaged  in  farming  it  for  four  years.  At  the  ex- 
piration of  that  time  he  had  saved  $1,150,  besides 
owning  some  personal  property,  such  as  household 
goods.  In  1857  he  concluded  to  try  agricultural 
pursuits  on  the  surpassingly  fertile  soil  of  St.' 
Joseph  County,  in  this  State,  of  which  he  had  heard 
many  glowing  accounts.  After  his  arrival  here  with 
his  family  he  purchased  114  acres  of  land,  one  and 
one-half  miles  east  of  Three  Rivers,  and  there  he 
lived  until  1878.  For  a  time  he  was  very  prosper- 
ous and  made  money  fast.  During  the  war  he 
built  a  handsome  and  commodious  house  at  a  cost 
of  $4,000,  but  afterward  came  the  financial  panic, 
times  were  hard,  and  the  expense  that  he  had  been 
at  in  improving  his  place  proved  too  heavy  a  burden, 
and  he  was  obliged  to  dispose  of  his  property  to 
pay  his  debts.  After  having  honorably  discliarged 
every  dollar  of  his  indebtedness,  he  found  that  he 
had  about  $1,200  left  with  which  to  start  life  anew. 
He  then  bought  his  present  farm,  which,  with  the 
same  indefatigable  industry  that  has  always  charac- 
terized him,  he  has  improved  into  one  of  the  best 
places  in  the  neighborhood.  It  comprises  1  00  acres 
of  fertile  soil,  well  adapted  to  both  the  raising  of 
grain  and  cattle. 

Over  the  pleasant  household  of   our  subject  the 
shadow  of  death  fell  Nov.  24, 1 887,  and  the  devoted 
wife   and   tender   mother  was  removed  from   the 
scene  of  her  usefulness.     She  was  a  woman  whose 
sincerity,   tact,   and  great  goodness  of  character, 
made  her  beloved  by  all  who  knew  her,  and  in  her 
death  the  community  lost  one  whose  place  will   be 
hard  to  fill.    Although  she  dedicated  her  life  to  her 
duties  as  a  wife  and  a  mother,  she  was  ever  ready 
to  respond  to  the  needs  of  others  outside  of  the 
home  circle,  and  her  memory  will  be  fondly  cher- 
ished   by    relatives,  friends  and    neighbors.     The 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,   of  which  she  was   a 
member  from  the  time  she  was  thirteen  years  of  age, 
lost  in  her  a  bright  and  shining  light.     Eight  chil- 
dren  were    born    of    her  marriage  with    our  sub- 
ject, of  whom  seven  are  living:   Mary  Anna,  born 
March  28,  1852,  is  the  wife   of  Joseph   Fisher,  of 
Park  Township,    and    has    four    children    living; 
Sarah  L.,  born  Dec.  12,  1853,  died  Dec.  25,  1871; 


Eliza  C,  born  March  19,  1856,  is  the  wife  of  Frank 
Dougherty,  lives  with  her  father,  and  has  one  child; 
John  Cox,  born  March  6,  1858,  is  married  to  Min- 
nie Cox,  has  one  child,  and  lives  on  the  home  farm; 
Lizzie,  born  Oct.  19,  1860,  is  the  wife  of  Mills 
Howard,  of  Cass  County,  Mich.,  and  has  one  child; 
William  A.,  born  June  6,  1863,  is  at  present  work- 
ing by  the  month;  Rachel,  born  June  24,  1865, 
lives  at  Three  Rivers;  Katie  M.,  born  Jan.  13, 
1868,  is  her  father's  housekeeper. 

Mr.  Griffith  is  a  thoroughly  upright,  conscien- 
tious man,  one  in  whom  liis  neighbors  place  the 
highest  confidence.  He  is  a  sincere  and  earnest 
Christian,  and  for  twenty  years  has  been  a  member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  He  takes  a 
deep  interest  in  improving  the  agricultural  methods 
of  to-day,  and  is  a  valued  member  of  the  grange. 
Politically,  he  sympathizes  with  the  Republican 
party,  and  has  always  voted  the  ReY^ublican  ticket. 
Apropos  to  the  past  campaign  and  his  party  candi- 
date, Mr.  Griffith  says  he  well  remembers  taking 
part  in  the  "log  cabin  and  hard  cider"  campaign  of 
1840,  although  he  was  not  old  enough  to  vote.  He 
has  never  sought  office,  although  he  has  served 
very  acceptably  on  the  School  Board.  Mr.  Griffith 
was  drafted  into  the  Union  Army  in  1864,  the  last 
draft  in  the  district.  He  gave  $200  toward  provid- 
ing a  substitute,  the  town  giving  the  balance  and 
filling  its  quota. 


^t) 
-.:.--^^ 


^j^^  AMUEL  A.  WALTON.     The  man  who  has 

^^^  made  a  success  of  life  should  be  happy,  for 
lil/T/ll  how  many  there  are   who  fail,   where   one 

^"^'^  succeeds.  And  he  who,  in  the  midst  of 
success,  bears  in  mind  with  kindly  charity  those  less 
fortunate,  lays  up  treasures  for  himself  which  no 
thief  can  steal  from  him.  The  biographer  is  con- 
strained thus  to  philosophize  in  noting  the  facts 
connected  with  the  history  of  the  gentleman  whose 
name  prefaces  this  sketch. 

We  find  in  Mr.  Walton  an  old  resident  of  Three 

Rivers,  one   of   its  earlier   merchants,  but   retired 
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from  active  business  about  fifteen  years.  He  owns 
and  occupies  a  fine  home,  a  handsome  brick  resi- 
dence, complete  in  its  finishings  and  furnishings,  in- 
dicative within  and  without  of  the  refinement  of 
modern  life.  He  is  a  man  cultivated  and  intelli- 
gent, one  who  has  seen  much  of  the  world,  having 
traveled  over  a  goodly  portion  of  the  United  States 
from  Florida  to  California.  His  career  has  been 
distinguished  by  that  broad  and  liberal  spirit  which 
has  led  him  to  donate  early  and  often  of  his  means 
to  worthy  enterprises,  churches,  schools,  and  the 
other  projects  tending  to  elevate  man  in  the  social 
scale,  and  fit  him  to  work  out  his  destiny  as  evi- 
dently designed  by  the  Creator. 

Our  subject  first  began  life  in  Ross  County,  Ohio, 
at  the  modest  home  of  his  parents  near  the  town  of 
Chillicothe,  Nov.  17,  1826.  He  is  the  fifth  child 
of  John  and  Cassandra  (Ritter)  Walton,  the  father 
a  native  of  New  Jersey,  and  the  mother  born  in 
Kentucky.  They  were  married  in  1798,  and  soon 
afterward  settled  in  Ross  County,  Ohio,  where  they 
lived  until  1833.  Thence  they  removed  to  Wyan- 
dot County,  that  State,  where  the'  father  followed 
his  trade  of  cooper,  and  also  carried  on  farming. 
Our  subject  there  spent  his  boyhood  attending  the 
district  school,  and  making  such  good  progress  that 
he  in  good  time  developed  into  a  teacher,  which 
profession  he  followed  four  winters. 

Desirous  now  of  a  change  of  scene,  young  Wal- 
ton left  his  native  State,  and  proceeded  to  McLean 
County,  111.  Having  in  view  the  pursuit  of  agri- 
culture, he  purchased  160  acres  of  land  nearBloom- 
ington,  to  which  later  he  added  100  acres  more.  In 
the  meantime  all  this  preparation  for  the  future  was 
stimulated  l)y  the  prospect  of  a  happy  home  and 
congenial  companion,  and  when  he  had  made  the 
requisite  arrangements  he  returned  to  Ohio,  and 
was  united  in  marriage  with  one  of  the  most  estim- 
able young  ladies  of  Wyandot  County,  Miss  Mary 
A.  Kissell.  Mrs.  Walton  was  the  daughter  of  Rev. 
George  G.  Kissell,  who  for  many  years  was  a  min- 
ister of  the  German  Reformed  Church.  The  young 
couple  at  once  sought  their  new  home  in  Illinois, 
and  Mr.  Walton  gave  his  attention  to  the  improve- 
ment and  cultivation  of  his  farm  for  six  years 
thereafter.  At  the  expiration  of  this  time  he  sold 
out  for  the  snug  sum  of  $7,000. 


Having  in  view  a  change  of  occupation,  Mr.  Wal- 
ton now  came  to  Michigan,  and  invested  a  portion 
of  his  capital  in  a  stock  of  general  merchandise,  es- 
tablishing his  store  in  Three  Rivers.  It  must  be 
remembered  that  he  was  totally  unacquainted  with 
an  enterprise  of  this  character,  but  his  natural  abili- 
ties and  good  judgment  enabled  him  to  make  of  the 
experiment  a  success.  He  was  thus  occupied  until 
the  winter  of  1866,  when  he  sold  out  to  good  ad- 
vantage, and  for  a  year  was  not  engaged  in  any 
active  employment.  Afterward  he  purchased  a 
selected  stock  of  dry -goods,  and  carried  on  a  good 
trade  in  this  quality  of  merchandise  until  1873. 
Then  selling  out  once  more,  he  retired  permanently 
from  active  business,  and  is  now  living  at  his  ease, 
surrounded  by  all  the  comforts  of  life, 

To  Samuel  A.  and  Mary  A.  (Kissell)  Walton 
there  were  born  four  children,  three  sons  and  one 
daughter.  The  eldest,  Myron  K.,  is  a  resident  of 
Grand  Rapids;  Marion  I.  and  Sherman  G.,  the  sec- 
ond and  youngest  sons,  comprise  the  firm  of  Wal- 
ton Bros.,  who  are  numbered  among  the  leading 
merchants  of  Three  Rivers.  The  daughter,  May 
E.,  is  the  wife  of  Dr.  E.  A.  Balyeat,  and  they  re- 
side in  Kalamazoo.  The  mother  of  these  children 
died  at  her  home  in  Three  Rivers,  Aug.  8,  1884. 
Mr.  Walton  contracted  a  second  marriage,  May  26, 
1886,  with  Miss  Jennie  H.  Wheeler,  who  was  born 
Jan.  18,  1858,  in  Jackson  County,  this  State. 

Mr.  Walton  has  always  been  a  stirring  business 
man,  and  while  his  private  matters  have  demanded 
much  time  and  attention,  he  still  retains  a  warm 
interest  in  the  growth  and  prosperity  of  his  adopted 
city,  and  has  been  foremost  in  encouraging  the  pro- 
jects best  calculated  to  give  it  standing  and  posi- 
tion in  the  commercial  world.  He  has  been  con- 
nected with  the  First  National  Bank  as  a  Director 
since  its  organization,  and  is  one  of  its  leading 
stockholders.  He  formerly  served  as  a  member 
of  the  City  Council,  and  in  religious  matters  has 
been  one  of  the  pillars  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  for  many  years,  and  one  of  its  most  liberal 
supporters,  donating  at  one  time  the  large  sum  of 
$3,000.  In  political  matters  the  Republican  party 
receives  his  unqualified  support. 

During  the  winter  of  1883-84  Mr.  Walton  gave 
his  time  to  rest  and  recreation  on  the  Pacific  Slope, 
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and  in  the  winter  of  1886-87  he  and  his  wife  re- 
paired to  Florida,  and  spent  several  weeks  enjoying 
its  mild  climate,  greatly  to  their  satisfaction,  and 
which  also  proved  beneficial  to  their  health  and 
spirits. 

JONATHAN  A.  HARTZLER.  Prominent 
among  the  many  substantial  and  prosperous 
farmers  who  are  resident  within  the  limits 
of  Mottville  Township,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  holds  no  secondary  position.  He  resides  on 
section  13,  where  he  owns  and  operates  a  splendidly 
cultivated  farm  containing  110  acres.  He  comes 
from  that  sturdy  race  of  people  that  originally  set- 
tled in  Pennsylvania,  from  the  German  countries  of 
Europe.  The  various  peculiarities  characteristic  of 
those  people  are  fully  exemplified  by  the  life  and 
conduct  of  our  subject.  Quiet  and  persevering,  he 
has  yet  to  learn  what  the  w^ord  failure  means.  He 
is  very  conservative  in  his  life,  and  before  he  en- 
gages in  any  enterprise  he  calmly  w^eighs  the  matter, 
and  when  he  decides  to  act,  the  invariable  result  is 
success. 

This  gentleman  was  born  in  Mifflin  County,  Pa., 
Jan.  25,  1833.  He  is  the  son  of  Abraham  llartzler, 
who  is  now  living  in  Cass  County,  Mo.  The  father 
was  born  Nov.  26,  1807,  in  Mifflin  County,  where 
he  w^as  married  to  Magdelena  Zook,  in  the  year 
1832.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Abraham  Zook,  w^as 
born  Aug.  13,  1805,  and  is  also  a  native  of  Mifflin 
County,  Pa.  They  lived  in  Pennsylvania  until 
March,  1855,  when  they  moved  to  Elkhart  County, 
Ind.,  where  he  purchased  a  sawmill  and  a  farm. 
They  lived  in  that  county  until  1866,  wdien  they 
moved  to  St.  Joseph  County,  Mich.,  where  he 
purchased  a  small  farm,  and  lived  there  until  1881, 
in  which  year  he  traveled  a  great  deal  for  the  bene- 
fit of  his  health.  He  now  resides  in  Cass  County, 
Mo.,  a  hale  and  hearty  old  gentleman,  aged  eighty- 
one  years;  his  wife  is  dead. 

The  grandfather  of  our  subject,  David  Hartzler, 
was  born  Jan.  26,  1768,  in  Berks  County,  Pa.  He 
died  Oct.  21,  1855,  in  Belleville,  Mifflin  Co.,  Pa. 
His  wife  was  Mary  Yoder;  she  was  born  Sept.  16, 
1771,  and  died  June  25,  1856.  David  Hartzler  was 
the  son  of  John  Hartzler,  born  in  Switzerland,  died 
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in  April,  1801.  He  was  married  to  Veronica  Reichen- 
bach.  John  Hartzler  was  the  son  of  Jacob  Hartzler. 
Jacob  was  born  in  1703  of  Swiss  parents,  in  Switzer- 
land. He  and  his  family  emigrated  from  Switzer- 
land to  the  Palatinate,  a  Province  in  the  northeast 
of  France,  on  the  River  Rhine,  adjoining  Baden, 
and  resided  there  for  some  years  during  the  reign 
of  Louis  XV.  Jacob  II.  and  family  emigrated  to 
America,  taking  the  route  via  Rotterdam,  Holland 
and  Plymouth,  England.  He  came  over  in  the 
ship  "St.  Andrew,"  James  Abercrombie,  master, 
from  Rotterdam,  landing  in  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  Sept. 
9,  1749. 

Our  subject  is  the  eldest  of  a  family  of  six  sons, 
who  are  named  as  follows:  Jonathan,  our  subject; 
Jacob,  Abraham  D.,  David  E.,  John  J.  and  Samuel 
Z.  David  E.  married  Mary  Yoder,  and  lives  in  Cass 
County,  Mo.,  where  he  is  engaged  in  farming;  he 
is  the  father  of  a  son  and  daughter.  Jacob  married 
Susannah  Blough,  and  resides  in  Elkhart  County, 
Ind.,  where  he  is  a  farmer;  he  has  two  sons  and  two 
daughters.  Abraham  D.  married  Mattie  Schrock, 
and  to  them  were  born  three  sons;  the  mother  died 
in  Elkhart  County,  Ind.  He  afterward  married 
Miss  Lydia  Blough,  and  to  them  have  been  born 
two  daughters,  and  they  now  reside  in  Goshen, 
Ind.,  where  he  does  general  work,  and  has  a  family 
of  five  children,  three  sons  and  tw^o  daughters. 
John  J.  is  the  husband  of  Mattie  Mast,  and  they 
live  in  Cass  Count}^,  Mo.,  where  he  is  a  farmer  and 
a  minister  in  the  Mennonite  Church;  he  has  a  large 
family.  Samuel  Z.  is  a  single  man,  and  lives  in 
Kansas,  where  he  teaches  school  and  is  also  engaged 
in  railroading.  Jonathan  A.  Hartzler,  our  subject, 
was  married  in  Mifflin  Comity,  Pa.,  Jan.  28,  1856; 
his  wife  died  April  7,  1872,  and  her  name  was 
Nancy  Hartzler,  daughter  of  Adam  and  Mary 
(Hooley)  Hartzler.  He  is  the  father  of  eight  chil- 
dren, who  are  named:  Rachel,  Mattie,  Elizabeth, 
Katie,  Nancy,  Abraham,  Matilda  and  Lydia. 
Rachel  is  married  to  Levi  J.  Peachey ;  he  is  a  laborer, 
and  has  no  family;  Mattie  is  unmarried,  and  re- 
sides in  Cass  County,  Mo.;  Elizabeth  is  the  wife  of 
Elias  R.  Miller,  a  farmer  in  Cass  County,  Mo., 
and  she  is  the  mother  of  one  son;  Katie  is  un- 
married and  lives  in  Cass  County,  Mo. ;  Nancy  is 
married,  to  Ephraim  D.  Plank,  a  farmer,  and  lives 
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in  Lagrange  County,  Ind.;  Abraham  is  single  and 
is  employed  as  a  carpenter;  Matilda,  unmarried,  and 
Lydia,  the  youngest,  are  both  at  home  with  their 
father. 

Mr.  Ilartzler  has  been  a  farmer  all  his  life,  in 
which  he  has  proved  fairly  successful.  He  has  held 
various  offices  in  the  town  in  which  he  resides,  and 
has  lived  on  his  present  farm  for  the  last  twenty- 
five  years.     The  whole  farm  is  under  a  very  high 
state  of  cultivation.      The  buildings,  although  not 
elaborate,  are  of  a  very  substantial  and  permanent 
character.      The   house  is  roomy  and  very   com- 
fortably   furnished;   nicely  located,  the  barns  and 
other  necessary  out-buildings  are  very   capacious 
and  well  adapted  for  their  intended  use.     He  has 
always  lived  a  very  frugal  and  contented  life,  and 
he  has  gathered  about    him  a  handsome  property, 
and  one  which  speaks  very  highly  for  his  indus- 
trious habits.     He  is  Signal  Service   Eeporter  for 
his  locality.     He   is  a  member   of  the  Mennonite 
Church,  of  which  his  wife  was  also  a  member,  and 
they  were  very  earnest  and  devout  in  their  religious 
duties.     He  is  a  man  of  considerable  note  in  his 
neighborhood,  and  he  prides  himself  on  the  fact 
that   his   undertakings  are  almost  always  crowned 
with  prosperity.     In  politics  he  is  a  Republican. 

JLLIAM  A.  MOWKER,  manager  of  thetele- 
//  phone  exchange  at  Three  Rivers,  is  a  native 
f  of  Danville,  Montour  Co.,  Pa.,  born  Feb. 
12,  1857,  his  parents  being  Peter  and  Mary  Mowrer. 
His  father  was  a  farmer  in  Montour  County,  where 
he  was  born  and  where  his  entire  life  had  been 
spent.  He  died  in  April,  1873,  aged  forty-nine. 
He  had  been  a  farmer  all  his  lifetime  and  had  never 
aspired  to  any  public  position.  He  had  for  many 
years  been  a  member  of  the  Reformed  Church,  and 
was  esteemed  as  a  good  man  and  a  good  citizen. 
His  wife  was  Mary  Everette,  a  native  also  of  Dan- 
ville, who  is  now  living  with  her  son  William  A., 
in  Three  Rivers.  Tliey  were  the  parents  of  six 
children,  as  follows:  Henry  A.,  who  is  married  and 
lives  in  Gallatin  Valley,  Mont.,  engaged  in  stock- 
raising,  cattle,  sheep  and  horses;  Margaret,  Charles, 
Alonzo,  Leander,  all  unmarried  and  living  in  Three 
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Rivers,  and  William  A.,  our   subject,  who  was  the 
eldest   of    the    family.      He    attended   the   public 
schools  in  his  youth,  and  afterward  was  graduated 
in  the  commercial  course  at  the  Danville  Academy. 
On   leaving  there  he  went  as  clerk  into  a  store  in 
that  place  in  which  he  had  previously  worked  in 
his  school  days,  and  in  1877  decided  to  go  farther 
West,  intending  to  locate  in  Peoria,  111.,  but  finally 
decided  to  make  his  home  in  Three  Rivers,  where 
he  had  some  relatives.    His  first  work  in  that  place 
was  as  a  clerk  for  C   C.  Brissette,  the    clothing 
merchant.    From  there  he  went  to  Elkhart,  Ind.,  to 
close  out  a  stock  of   clothing  for  R.  Blackburn. 
This  being  finished  he  returned  to  Three  Rivers, 
and  with  a  grand-uncle  started  on  a  tour  to  see  the 
South  and  Southwest  country.     Four  months  after 
they  had  started,  and  while  in  Columbia,  Tenn., 
the  elder,  named  Isaac  Mowrer,  was  taken  ill,  and  as 
soon  as  he  was  able  to  travel  they  returned  to  Three 
Rivers,  where  Mr.  Mowrer  suffered  a  relapse  and 
soon  died.     The  following  year  was  spent  by  our 
subject  in  Elkhart  in  charge  of  the  cloak  department 
of  Dorn,  Gemberling  &  Co.,  and  Nov.  1,  1886,  he 
engaged  with  the  Telephone  and  Telegraph   Con- 
struction Company  of  Michigan,  and  the  Michigan 
Bell  Telephone  Company,  the  former  operating  all 
the  local  lines  and  the  latter  the  State  lines  connect- 
in  o-  the  towns  with  each  other  all  over  the  State. 
Since  then  Mr,  Mowrer  has  been  engaged  as  district 
manager  for  both  companies,  with  headquarters  at 
Three  Rivers. 

In  September,  1883,  Mrs.  Mowrer  and  her  chil- 
dren came  to  Michigan,  and  the  family  are  living 
together  in  Three  Rivers.  Mr.  Mowrer  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Reformed  Church,  is  also  a  member  of 
the  Masonic  fraternity;  Three  Rivers  Lodge  No. 
52,  F.  &  A.  M.;  Salathiel  Chapter  No.  28,  R.  A., 
and  Three  Rivers  Commandery  No.  29.  He  is  held 
in  high  estimation  as  a  young  man  of  excellent 
character  and  unblemished  reputation. 

The  Three  Rivers  Exchange,  of  which  Mr.  Mow- 
rer has  charge,  was  established  May  23,  1882.  It 
began  business  with  thirty-one  subscribers,  and  in 
the  two  years  following  had  increased  to  fifty-one. 
At  this  time  and  during  the  years  1885  and  1886 
the  business  decreased,  the  number  of  subscribers 
Nov.  1,  1886,  being  but  eleven.  The  company 
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had  then  decided  on  abandoning  the  exchange,  but 
on  consulting  with  Mr.  Mowrer  he  assured  tliem 
that  a  business  could  be  built  up  in  Three  Rivers, 
and  he  was  at  once  put  in  charge.  The  cause  of 
the  decline  was  mismanagement  and  neglect  on  the 
part  of  the  managers.  The  result  justified  Mr. 
]\rowrer's  confidence.  Today  the  exchange  has  sixt}^- 
four  subscribers  in  Three  Rivers;  is  connected  with 
Sturgis,  where  are  four  subscribers;  with  Centre- 
ville,  where  there  are  two;  Constantine  two;  at 
AVhite  Pigeon,  Nottawa,  Mendon,  Colon,  Burr 
Oak,  Moorepark  and  Schoolcraft,  in  which  places 
there  are  public  telephone  stations  only,  as  there 
are  also  in  the  other  places  where  there  are  sub- 
scribers. The  exchange  has  under  Mr.  Mowrer's 
careful  management  proved  a  great  advantage  to 
the  business  men  of  the  county  especially,  and  is 
widely  used  and  always  favorably  spoken  of.  The 
prospects  of  the  exchange  in  Three  Rivers  are 
bright  for  future  business,  and  to-day  the  number 
of  subscribers  is  far  above  the  average  of  towns  of 
its  size. 


^/  OHN  M.  LELAND.  One  by  one  the  pio- 
I  neers  of  St.  Joseph  County  are  falling  be- 
i  fore  the  ruthless  hand  of  Time,  as  the  trees 
(^j|/  of  the  forest  before  the  hand  of  ax  men. 
Another  has  heard  the  summons  and  has  ''gone  to 
that  bourne  whence  no  traveler  returns."  John 
M.  Leland,who  settled  in  this  county  in  1834,  be- 
fore the  narrow  trail  of  the  Indian  had  given  way 
to  the  broad  track  of  the  white  man,  departed  this 
life  on  the  7th  of  November,  1873,  at  the  same 
place  which  he  forty  years  ago  selected  in  the  wil- 
derness as  a  home  for  himself  and  his  family. 

Mr.  Leland  was  born  in  Mooresburg,  Pa.,  March 
15,  1.807,  and  consequently  at  the  time  of  his  death 
had  attained  to  the  ripe  age  of  sixty-six  years.  Al- 
though he  shared  to  a  limited  extent  the'advantages 
of  the  common  schools  of  his  day,  he  yet  availed 
himself  of  that  which  enabled  him  to  be  much 
more  useful  as  a  settler  of  a  new  country  than  if 
he  had  possessed  all  the  culture  and  refinement 
our  best  academic  and  coUe  .nate  institutions  could 
have  given — he  learned  the  trade  of  a  millwright. 
On  his  arrival  here  he  was  the  very  man  wanted, 


the  very  man  sought  after  to  aid  in  rearing  the 
mills  of  this  country,  which  at  that  time  were  very 
few. 

In  1830,  when  the  writer  of  this  tribute  to  Mr. 
Leland  had  just  settled  in  Western  Michigan,  the 
nearest  gristmill  was  at  Ann  Arbor,  or  Tecumseh. 
Mr.  Leland  was  not  a  man  to  stop  and  look  on, 
doing  nothing,  but  at  once  went  to  work  and  busied 
himself  ever  afterward,  assisting  to  make  this 
county  what  it  is  to-day.  Almost  every  water- 
mill  built  during  the  first  fifteen  years  of  its  set- 
tlement bears  the  marks  of  his  skill  and  handiwork. 
Ilis  mind  and  labors  were  not  confined  entirely  to 
the  routine  of  his  trade.  His  genius,  for  he  was  a 
man  of  genius,  if  not  cunning,  was  constantly  peer- 
ing into  the  unknown,  seeking  to  bring  forth  some- 
thing that  would  be  useful  to  his  fellowmen.  He 
foresaw  that  when  the  forest  should  be  stripped 
from  the  broad  acres  of  Michigan,  and  the  land, 
together  with  the  prairies,  should  be  covered  with 
grain,  that  something  must  be  invented  to  gather 
and  prepare  the  grain  for  market,  something  not 
then  known,  or  the  labor  of  the  husbandman  would 
be  in  vain. 

Mr.  Leland  accordingly  entered  the  field  of  in- 
vention. One  of  the  first  products  of  his  genius 
was  the  cylinder  threshing-machine.  He  invented 
the  first  reaper  the  writer  ever  saw  or  heard  of; 
and  the  last,  the  crowning  act  of  his  genius,  was 
the  invention  of  the  sickle  which  is  now  used  in 
cutting  all  of  our  grain.  When  Hiram  Moore,  of 
the  county  of  Kalamazoo,  invented  the  harvester 
(so  called)  lie  used  a  straight  bar  with  sickle  teeth 
on  one  side  for  cutting  tlie  grain,  but  it  did  not 
work  well,  clogging  and  endangering  the  success- 
ful operation  of  the  machine.  It  was  said  that  Mr. 
Moore  was  greatly  concerned  about  the  failure  of 
the  sickle  bar,  and  while  standing  one  day  looking  at 
it,  racking  his  brain  and  trying  to  devise  some- 
thing better  for  cutting  the  grain,  the  subject  of 
this  notice  came  along,  and  after  regarding  it  a  few 
moments  attentively,  said:  "Mr.  Moore,  I  think  I 
can  improve  your  cutting  apparatus." 

The  year  following  Mr.  Leland  brought  out  the 
Y  sickle,  which  was  immediately  adopted,  and  has 
since  been  in  use  without  any  material  alterations. 
Unlike  most   inventors,    he  was    purely  unselfish. 
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He  worked  for  the  welfare  of  others,  and  not  for 
himself.  Ills  inventions  he  made  free  to  all,  and 
never  sought  to  secure  any  special  advantage  by 
obtaining  patents.  In  other  labors  Mr.  Leland 
spent  a  long  and  useful  life,  and  as  a  citizen,  a  hus- 
band and  a  father,  he  was  no  less  to  be  remembered 
than  as  a  millwright  and  an  inventor.  His  hand 
was  ever  open  to  the  poor  and  needy.  In  his  fam- 
ily he  was  kind  and  affectionate,  and  the  example 
of  his  life  to  his  children  was  the  guiding  star  to 
respect  and  usefulness.  As  a  brother  pioneer  the 
writer  takes  a  melancholy  pleasure  in  paying  this 
small  tribute  to  his  memory,  feeling  that  he  out- 
stripped the  majority  of  men  in  his  usefulness 
among  the  various  interests  of  St.  Joseph   County. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  the  son  of  George 
Leland,  a  native  of  New  Jersey,  and  born  in  1769. 
He  was  reared  in  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  and  at  an  early 
age  had  been  adopted  by  a  wealthy  family,  with 
whom  he  grew  to  manhood.  He  chose  farming  for 
his  vocation,  and  upon  reaching  manhood  was  mar- 
ried in  his  native  State  to  Miss  Lydia  Moore.  They 
became  the  parents  of  fourteen  children,  all  of  whom 
grew  to  become  men  and  women.  The  family  emi- 
grated to  Michigan  Territory  in  1836,  and  located 
on  section  1,  in  Lockport  Township,  where  the 
death  of  George  Leland  occurred  in  1860,  and  that 
of  his  wife  Lydia  when  she  was  seventy -nine  years 
old. 

John  M.  Leland,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
was  reared  to  manhood  in  Mooresburg,  Montour 
Co.,  Pa.,  where  he  completed  a  practical  educa- 
tion in  the  common  school,  and  where  he  learned 
the  trade  of  a  millwright.  He  was  married  in 
Northumberland  County,  Pa.,  near  Danville,  Feb. 
18,  1834,  to  Miss  Sarah  G.,  daughter  of  John  and 
Catherine  (Gulick)  Gaskin,  of  that  county.  Mr. 
Gaskin  was  of  Irish  parentage,  while  his  wife  was 
a  native  of  New  Jersey.  They  both  died  at  the 
home  of  their  daughter,  Mrs.  Leland,  in  Lockport, 
the  mother  Aug.  8,  1848,  when  sixty-eight  years 
old;  the  father  Feb.  12, 1858,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
nine  years.  They  were  the  parents  of  seven  chil- 
dren, five  sons  and  two  daughters,  all  of  whom 
grew  to  mature  years. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leland  there  were  born  four 
children:    Harriet  E.  remains    at  home  with    her 

<i  — 


mother;  William  G.  married  Miss  Margaret  Castle, 
and  has  one  daughter.  May;  he  resides  with  his 
mother  and  occupies  a  part  of  the  old  farm.  Sam- 
uel G.  married  Miss  Sophia  Straehly.  He  lives 
under  the  old  home  roof,  and  is  the  father  of  one 
child,  a  daughter  Myrtle.  Elner  F.  is  unmarried 
and  remains  with  her  mother.  Mr.  Leland,  politi- 
cally, was  a  stanch  Republican.  The  parents  of 
Mrs.  L.  were  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
of  which  Mrs.  L.  is  also  a  member. 

— ^ ^^ "^ 


HARLES  U.  FISHER.  The  Three  Rivers 
House  in  the  city  of  this  name  is  one  of  the 
most  popular  hotels  in  the  place,  and  was 
originally  conducted  many  j^ears  by  the  father  of 
our  subject,  and  after  his  death  Charles  U.  suc- 
ceeded to  its  management.  The  latter  has  had  a 
ripe  experience  in  the  business,  and  seems  peculiarly 
adapted  to  manage  successfully  the  various  emer- 
gencies which  naturally  arise  in  an  enterprise  of 
this  description.  The  hotel  under  his  management 
sustains  its  early  reputation  as  one  of  the  most 
hospitable  places  for  a  weary  traveler  which  can  be 
found  within  the  limits  of  St.  Joseph  County. 

Our  subject  was  born  Aug.  26,  1840,  on  the 
banks  of  Fisher  Lake,  Lockport  Township,  which 
lake  took  its  name  from  his  honored  father,  who 
settled  in  close  proximity  to  it  during  the  pioneer 
days  of  this  county.  To  Leonard  Fisher  and  his 
wife,  Sarah  Underwood,  the  parents  of  our  subject, 
there  were  born  eleven  children,  of  whom  Charles 
IT.  was  the  fifth,  and  seven  of  whom  lived  to  ma- 
ture years.  Three  of  these  are  living,  residing  in 
Chicago  and  Detroit.  The  parents  were  born  in 
Montour  County,  Pa.,  where  also  they  were  reared 
and  married,  and  soon  after  uniting  their  lives  and 
fortunes  emigrated  to  Michigan  in  1834,  during 
its  Territorial  days. 

The  years  1809  and  1812  designate  the  birth  of 
the  father  and  mother  respectively  of  our  subject. 
After  coming  to  Michigan  they  lived  a  number  of 
years  on  Fisher  Lake,  being  the  first  settlers  in  that 
region.  The  father  battled  with  the  elements  of  a 
new  soil  for  many  years  and  built  up  a  comfortable 
homestead,  upon  which  he  remained  until    1855 
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Then  leaving  the  farm  he  assumed  charge  of  the 
Three  Rivers  House,  which  he  conducted  success- 
fully until  1879,  selling  out  to  his  son  Charles  U., 
but  continuing  to  live  with  him  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  June  24,  1882.  The  mother  in  the 
meantime  had  been  called  hence  Sept.  11,  1875. 

Out  subject  was  a  youth  of  fifteen  years  when 
his  parents  left  the  farm  and  took  up  their  residence 
in  Three  Rivers.  Thereafter  he  acted  in  tlie  ca- 
pacity of  clerk  in  his  father's  hotel,  thus  growing 
up  in  the  business  and  gaining  a  valuable  experi- 
ence in  connection  therewith.  His  marriage  with 
Miss  Jennie  Ilendrickson  was  celebrated  at  the 
bride's  home  in  1867.  Mrs.  Fisher  is  a  very  capa- 
ble and  intelligent  lady,  and  has  proved  a  most  ef- 
ficient'assistant  to  her  husband,  loolcing  well  to  the 
ways  of  her  large  household  and  doing  everything 
in  her  power  to  make  her  guests  feel  welcome  and 
comfortable. 

The  Three  Rivers  House  is  a  substantial  structure, 
comprising  fifty  rooms,  neatly  fitted  up,  and  it  is  a 
very  rare  occasion  when  any  of  them  are  unoccu- 
pied. ^'Mine  host"  of  the  Three  Rivers  House  is 
a  gentleman  widely  known  throughout  tliis  part  of 
the  county,  and  both  he  and  his  excellent  wife  are 
kindly  remembered  by  those  who  have  ever  par- 
taken of  their  hospitality.  There  was  born  to 
them  one  child  only,  Jan.  30,  1869,  who  died  of 
lung  trouble,  Jan.  14,  1888. 


— l-^-f=^^4-M- 
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r^^REDERICK  A.  BELLMAN  is  proprietor  of 

JIP'^''^  urer,  and  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  good  busi- 
ness at  Three  Rivers,  the  firm  being  established  in 
1870.  Mr.  B.,  a  native  of  Union  County,  Pa.,  was 
born  near  Berlin,  the  old  county  seat,  April  23, 
1843,  and  is  the  son  of  Samuel  Bellman,  a  native 
of  the  same  county,  where  the  latter  spent  his  entire 
life,  and  died  when  his  son  Frederick  A.  was  a  lit- 
tle lad  five  years  of  age. 

The  mother  of  our  subject,  Mrs.  Susan  (Benfer) 
Bellman,  was  also  a  native  of  Union  County,  Pa.; 
she  was  married  the  second  time,  and  some  years 
later  removed  with  her  husband,  John  Walborn,  to 
Seneca  County,  Ohio.     They  settled  on  a  farm,  and 


Mr.  Walborn  died  in  1876.  The  mother  then  came 
to  this  county,  and  made  her  home  with  her  son, 
our  subject,  until  her  death,  which  took  place  in 
February,  1888. 

Frederick  A.  Bellman  was  the  fifth  in  a  family  of 
seven  children,  and  after  the  death  of  his  father  his 
lot  was  cast  among  strangers.  He  was  taken  into 
the  home  of  George  Leitzel,  near  Kratzerville, 
with  whom  he  remained  until  fourteen  years  of 
age.  In  winter  he  attended  the  district  school,  and 
in  summer  worked  upon  a  farm.  Upon  leaving  Mr. 
Leitzel  he  worked  at  farming  two  years  for  other 
parties.  Later  he  took  up  house  painting,  which 
he  followed  until  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War, 
then  enlisted  under  the  call  for  three-months  men 
in  the  84th  Ohio  Infantry. 

After  serving  out  his  time  and  receiving  his  dis- 
charge Mr.  Bellman  migrated  to  Toledo,  Ohio, 
where  he  re-enlisted  with  the  three-years  soldiery, 
in  the  55th  Ohio  Infantry,  and  gave  to  his  country 
his  faithful  service  during  this  time.  He  took  part 
in  twenty-three  regular  battles,  among  the  most  im- 
portant being  the  second  fight  at  Bull  Run,  the  bat- 
tle of  the  Wilderness,  Gettysburg,  Lookout  Mount- 
ain, the  siege  of  Atlanta,  and  went  with  Sherman 
on  his  famous  march  to  the  sea.  He  escaped  wounds 
and  imprisonment,  and  was  never  ill  enough  to  be 
confined  in  the  hospital,  nor  ever  absent  at  the  time 
of  roll  call.  He  received  his  honorable  discharge  at 
Washington,  D.  C,  in  June,  1865. 

After  the  war  Mr.  Bellman  resumed  painting  in 
Toledo,  Ohio,  until  1869,  which  year  found  him  at 
Three  Rivers  in  this  county.  He  now  at  once  com- 
menced the  manufacture  of  cigars,  associating  him- 
self with  his  brother  George  H.,  and  they  operated 
together  until  the  firm  was  merged  into  a  stock 
company,  called  the  Bellman  Cigar  Company.  The 
business  was  continued  successfully  until  the  death 
of  George  H.  Bellman  and  another  partner,  when 
our  subject  purchased  the  interest  of  the  two  de- 
ceased, and  continued  the  business  alone  for  a  time, 
then  took  in  a  partner,  the  firm  becoming  Benfer  & 
Bellman.  Later  it  was  changed  to  Bellman  <fe 
Handy,  the  latter  gentleman  at  that  time  acting  as 
Postmaster  at  Three  Rivers.  Subsequently  Mr. 
Handy  disposed  of  his  interest  in  the  business  to 
Mr.  Francisco,  whose  interest  Mr.  Bellman  has  pur- 
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chased.  The  firm  does  a  general  manufacturing 
business,  and  gives  emplo3'ment  usuall}^  to  twenty 
men,  disposing  of  its  goods  both  at  wholesale  and 
retail. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Bellman  and  Miss  Frances 
McGuire  occurred  in  Toledo,  Ohio,  in  1865.  Mrs. 
Bellman  was  born  in  Canada,  in  1844,  and  by  her 
union  with  our  subject  becam^e  the  mother  of  one 
child,  a  son,  Leon  E.,  who  was  born  in  1866,  and 
is  a  practical  harness-maker,  doing  business  now  in 
Three  Rivers.  Mr.  Bellman  is  a  member  of  the 
Masonic  fraternity  of  several  years'  standing,  be- 
longing to  the  Chapter  and  Commandery,  and  as 
an  ex-soldier  is  identified  with  the  G.  A.  R.  He 
belongs  to  Company  D,  2d  Michigan  State  Militia; 
and  held  the  rank  of  Second  Lieutenant,  was  then 
made  First  Lieutenant  and  finally  commissioned 
Quartermaster,  which  position  he  still  holds.  He 
uniformly  votes  the  Republican  ticket.  He  served 
three  years  as  Alderman  from  the  First  Ward,  and 
was  Chairman  of  the  Fire  and  Water  Committee 
for  two  years. 


-^-^ 
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I ICHMOND  E.  CASE,  editor  of  the  News  Re- 
porter of  Three  Rivers,  has  been  a  resident  of 
JL  Wi  St.  Joseph  County  for  forty-four  years.  He 
^pwas  born  in  Richmond,  Ontario  Co.,  N.  Y., 
April  26,  1828,  his  parents  being  W^illiam  and 
Paulina  (Robblee)  Case,  who  were  natives  of 
Washington  County,  N.  Y.,  whence  they  had  re- 
moved. The  elder  Case  was  a  farmer,  pursu- 
ing that  avocation  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
in  1830,  at  the  age  of  forty-two  years,  having  been 
born  Jan.  5,  1788.  He  was  married  Jan.  18,  1814. 
Llis  widow  some  time  after  his  decease  became  the 
wife  of  William  Blair,  and  died  June  5,  1851,  in 
Constantlne,  St.  Joseph  Co.,  Mich.,  where  they  had 
settled.  At  the  time  of  her  decease  she  was  fifty- 
six  years  of  age,  being  born  March  15,  1795. 

William  Case  was  a  plain  farmer,  who  never 
aspired  to  any  public  position  or  notoriety.  He  had 
eight  children,  as  follows:  Abraham,  who  was  killed 
by  the  bursting  of  a  cannon  July  4,  1834;Chloe, 
a  twin  sister,  became  the  wife  of  Isaac  Benham, 
and  resides   at   Constantine,    St.  Joseph  County; 


Hiram  is  living  in  Sturgis,  this  county;  Thomas  was 
married  and  died  at  Centreville,  same  county,  at 
the  age  of  twenty-five  years;  William,  likewise  mar- 
ried, died  in  Norwalk,  Ohio;  he  had  been  in  Florida 
several  years  on  account  of  his  health,  and  while 
there  was  correspondent  for  the  New  York  Tribune^ 
Toledo  Blade  and  Norwalk  Reflector]  the  next  was 
Dennis,  who  is  a  farmer  in  Lapeer  County,  Mich.; 
Laura,  who  was  the  first  born,  died  in  infancy,  and 
the  youngest  of  the  family  was  our  subject. 

By  the  death  of  his  father,  R.  E.  Case  lost 
the  paternal  care  and  guidance  at  a  very  early  age, 
but  the  place  was  filled  by  his  stepfather,  Mr.  Blair, 
who  brought  up  the  family  as  his  own,  and  was 
loved  and  respected  by  air  the  children  as  a  real 
parent.  Our  subject  was  mainly  reared  by  an  uncle, 
Abraham  Case,  of  Norwalk,  Ohio,  with  whom  he 
lived  until  he  was  eighteen  3^ears  of  age.  He  then 
came  to  this  county,  and  at  Centreville  learned  the 
trade  of  saddlery  and  harness-maker,  and  afterward 
carried  on  that  business  there  for  five  years,  also 
having  in  connection  therewith  a  drug  business. 

In  1851  Mr.  Case  removed  to  Three  Rivers,  and 
engaged  in  the  harness  and  mercantile  business, 
which  he  carried  on  until  1857.  During  the  last  two 
years  of  that  time  he  also  carried  on  a  farm  in 
Lockport  Township,  w^hich  he  had  bought.  In  the 
year  named  he  disposed  of  his  harness  and  mercan- 
tile business  and  removed  to  Constantine,  w^here  he 
again  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits.  In  1861  he 
was  appointed  Postmaster  under  the  administration 
of  President  Lincoln,  but  resigned  the  position  in 
1864  and  returned  to  Three  Rivers,  where  he 
bought  a  livery  business,  which,  however,  he  dis- 
posed of  in  a  year,  it  not  being  congenial  to  him. 
He  then  engaged  in  real-estate  and  insurance  busi- 
ness, and  in  1879  became  the  proprietor  and  editor 
of  the  News  Reporter^  and  has  remained  there  ever 
since,  conducting  both  branches  of  business  named. 
In  1883  Mr.  Case  was  appointed  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Control  of  the  State  Public  Schools,  which 
position  he  filled  for  six  years,  his  term  expiring 
Jan.  1,   1889. 

In  May,  1849,  Mr.  Case  was  married  to  Laura 
Hewings,  a  native  of  Ashtabula  County,  Ohio, 
where  she  was  born  in  1826.  Their  union  has  been 
blessed  with  six  children,   three  of  whom  are  de- 
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ceased:  Lyclia  died  at  the  age  of  twelve  years; 
Omen  W.,  in  childhood,  and  an  infant  died  at 
birth.  The  survivors  are:  lloxie  M.,  wife  of  P\  J. 
Selden,  now  living  in  Kansas  City,  Mo.;  Frank  B., 
married  to  Minnie  Hauk,  is  a.  lawyer  in  Kansas 
City,  and  Fred  H.  is  a  postal-route  agent  between 
Grand  Rapids  and  Elkhart,  and  is  associated  with 
his  father  in  the  publication  of  the  Neivs  Reporter. 

Mr.  Case  has  been  a  member  of  the  Town  Coun- 
cil of  Three  Rivers,  and  a  member  of  the  School 
Board.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternity, having  joined  in  1854.  He  belongs  to  Three 
Rivers  Lodge  No.  52,  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  is  one  of 
the  three  oldest  members  of  that  body. 

The  Neivs  Reporter,  of  which  Mr.  Case  is  editor,  is 
the  oldest  Greenback  paper  now  published  in  the 
United  States.  Since  he  has  taken  it  in  hand  it 
has  been  doubled  in  size  and  more  than  doubled 
in  its  subscription  list.  It  is  a  bright,  newsy,  local 
sheet,  and  is  a  favorite  with  the  people  of  the 
county,  where  it  exercises  a  wide  influence  in  the 
field  it  essays  to  fill.  Mr.  Case  bears  among  the 
people  with  whom  he  has  so  long  lived  the  reputa- 
tion of  an  upright  man  and  good  citizen. 


'^ir^-^' 


^^  FORGE  W.  MILLER.  The  home  of  this 
//[  gentleman  and  his  estimable  wife,  remarka- 

^^1)  bly  pleasant  in  its  appointments  and  sur- 
roundings, but  reflects  the  spirit  of  its  inmates,  peo- 
ple remarkable  for  their  genial  cordiality,  which, 
extended  to  friend  and  stranger  alike,  is  indicative 
of  the  best  birth  and  breeding.  Mr.  Miller  came 
to  this  section  of  country  in  the  spring  of  1864, 
and  1ms  been  mostly  engaged  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits all  his  life,  although  for  a  time  prior  to  his 
advent  in  this  county  he  followed  blacksmithing. 
A  knowledge  of  this  trade  has  been  of  great  benefit 
to  him  in  connection  with  his  farm  labors,  and  the 
home  repairing  of  his  farm  machinery  enabling  him 
to  prevent  frequently  an  outlay  of  a  good  many 
dollars. 

Mr.  Miller,  upon  coming  to  St.  Joseph  County, 
settled  at  once  in  Constantine  Township,  on  the 
land  which  he  now  owns  and  occupies.  Here  he 
has  160  acres  with  good  improvements,  a  substan- 


tial brick  dwelling,  a  good  barn  and  other  out- 
buildings, fruit  and  shade  trees,  live  stock,  and  the 
machinery  necessary  for  prosecuting  his  calling  in 
a  comfortable  manner.  Although  a  man  attending 
strictly  to  his  own  concerns,  he  has  never  refused 
to  be  of  service  to  his  fellow-citizens  when  called 
upon,  although  he  has  usually  avoided  becoming  an 
office-holder.  He  votes  the  straight  Republican 
ticket,  and  with  his  estimable  wife  is  a  member  in 
good  standing  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
of  which  he  is,  and  has  for  many  years,  been  Trus- 
tee, Steward  and  Class-Leader. 

A  native  of  Berkeley  County,  (now  West)  Va., 
our  subject  was  born  Oct.  22,  1824,  and  is  the  son 
of  Andrew  and  Charlotte  (Snyder)  Miller,  the  for- 
mer a  native  of  Maryland,  and  the  latter  of  the 
Old  Dominion.  The  parents  commenced  their 
wedded  life  together  in  Berkeley  County,  Va.,  then 
removed  to  Ohio,  but  finally  decided  to  cast  their 
lot  among  the  pioneers  of  Southern  Michigan. 
They  settled  in  Constantine  Township  in  the  fall  of 
1864,  where  the  father  carried  on  farming  with  fair 
success  until  quite  well  advanced  in  years.  He  de- 
parted hence  Jan.  20,  1883.  The  mother  survived 
her  husband  a  period  of  five  years,  and  died  March 
6,  1888,  near  the  old  homestead.  Their  family  in- 
cluded eight  children,  five  of  whom  are  living,  four 
make  their  homes  in  this  county,  and  one,  Daniel, 
lives  in  Sandusky  County,  Ohio.  George  W.,  our 
subject,  was  the  third  child. 

Mr.  Miller  was  a  child  of  one  year  when  he  was 
taken  by  his  parents  from  his  native  State  to  Perry 
County,  Ohio.  Not  being  satisfied  with  their  sur- 
roundings in  that  region,  they  removed,  first  to 
Seneca  County,  and  then  to  Sandusky  County. 
They  finally  returned  to  Seneca  County,  where 
they  lived  until  coming  to  Michigan.  George  W., 
our  subject,  was  first  married,  in  Sandusky  County, 
to  Miss  Susanna  Walter,  who  was  born  in  Union 
County,  Pa.,  and  moved  to  Ohio  with  her  parents 
when  quite  young.  Of  her  union  with  our  subject 
there  were  born  six  children,  and  the  wife  and 
mother  passed  away  in  the  fall  of  1864,  less  than  a 
year  after  their  removal  to  this  county.  Their 
eldest  son,  Levi,  makes  his  home  in  Constantine 
Township;  Harvey  died  when  about  fifteen  years 
of  age,  and  Emily  when  a  child  of  six  years;  Cath- 
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erine  is  the  wife  of  John  Gentzler,  of  Florence 
Township;  John  is  occupied  in  farming,  and  lives 
not  far  from  the  old  homestead;  Peter  died  in 
infancy. 

Our  subject,  in  the  early  part  of  1865,  returned 
to  Seneca  County,  Ohio,  and  was  there  married  a 
second  time,  January  12  of  the  same  year,  to  Mrs. 
Matilda  (Ilartman)  Horner,  daughter  of  Samuel 
and  Mary  (Baker)  Hartman,  and  widow  of  Jerry 
Horner.  Mr.  Horner  was  a  tailor  by  occupation, 
and  died  in  Seneca  County,  Sept.  29,  1863.  Of 
this  marriage  there  were  born  five  children,  the 
eldest  of  whom,  a  daughter,  Frances,  is  the  wife  of 
W.  J.  Engleman,  of  Constantine  Township;  George 
died  when  a  lad  of  seven  years;  Joseph  is  a  resi- 
dent of  Leadville,  Col.,  where  Samuel  also  lives, 
and  Amanda  E.  died  when  an  infant  of  sixteen 
months. 

Mrs.  Matilda  Miller  was  born  in  Snyder  County, 
Pa.,  Sept.  14,  1833.  Her  parents  were  natives  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  are  now  both  deceased.  Of  this 
latter  union  there  have  been  no  children.  Mrs. 
Miller  is  a  lady  looking  well  to  the  ways  of  her 
household,  making  her  home  pleasant,  not  only  to 
her  family,  but  the  stranger  who  may  happen 
within  their  gates. 


[f^BENEZER  OSBORN.  The  uame  of  this 
ra  worthy  pioneer,  who  is  now  deceased,  de- 
JL^  serves  honorable  mention  among  the  early 
settlers  of  St.  Joseph  County.  He  came  to  this 
region  when  a  young  man  from  New  York  State, 
where  he  was  born  on  Aug.  10,  1822.  He  took 
up  a  tract  of  land  on  section  21,  in  Flowerfield 
Township,  opening  up  a  good  farm  of  eighty  acres 
near  which  the  village  of  Howardsville  afterward 
sprang  up.  He  battled  with  the  difficulties  incident 
to  that  time,  and  after  making  a  good  record  de- 
parted this  life  at  the  homestead  which  he  had  built 
up,  Feb.  11,  1887. 

Mr.  Osborn  was  married  at  Three  Rivers,  after 
coming  to  this  county,  July  10,  1862,  to  Miss  Nancy 
Clark,  who  passed  away  prior  to  the  decease  of  her 
husband,  her  death  taking  place  at  the  old  farm, 
June  2 1 , 1 884.     They  were  the  parents  of  two  sons : 


Charles,  the  elder,  was  born  April  13,  1863,  and 
was  reared  upon  a  farm,  becoming  familiar  with  its 
various  employments  and  receiving  his  education 
in  the  common  school.  Frank,  the  younger  son, 
also  grew  up  on  the  farm,  and  upon  reaching  man- 
hood  was  married  at  Buchanan,  Berrien  County,  this 
State,  to  Miss  Fannie  Cave.  This  lady  was  born  in 
Marcellus  Townshif),  Cass  County,  the  9th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1867,  and  is  the  daughter  of  John  L.  and 
LucinaCave.  Her  father  was  a  native  of  Pingland, 
whence  he  emigrated  to  the  United  States  early  in 
life.  He  came  to  Cass  County  during  its  early 
settlement,  and  after  opening  up  a  good  farm  spent 
the  latter  years  of  his  life  in  prosperity  and  quiet. 
Mrs.  Cave  was  born  at  Chagrin  Falls,  Ohio,  and  is 
still  living,  making  her  home  in  Lamoni,  Iowa.  Be- 
sides Mrs.  Osborn  there  are  three  other  daughters : 
Addie,  the  wife  of  Isaac  Judson,  of  Covert;  Nettie 
and  Jessie,  who  live  with  their  mother  in  Iowa. 
Both  the  Cave  and  Osborn  families  represent  the 
better  element  of  society,  being  people  well-to-do 
and  of  good  standing  among  their  neighbors. 


-V^ 


■^^i^^^^i^i^fi^ 


AVID  KNOX.  Three  Rivers  contains  some 
very  able  '^legal  lights,"  and  prominent 
among  them  as  a  lawyer,  orator  and  gen- 
tleman, stands  David  Knox,  a  native  of 
Michigan,  and  born  in  Sturgis  Township,  this 
county,  Feb.  26,  1848.  It  will  thus  be  seen  he  is 
in  the  very  prime  of  life,  and  his  career  thus  far 
has  been  signalized  by  ability  and  success. 

David  Knox,  Sr.,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
a  native  of  New  York  State,  and  departed  this  life 
at  his  home  in  September,  1886.  He  migrated  to 
Detroit  from  Seneca  County,  N.  Y.,  as  early  as 
1822,  and  to  Michigan  Territory  ten  years  later, 
locating  in  Sturgis  Township,  where  he  followed 
agricultural  pursuits  in  connection  with  officiating 
as  minister  of  the  Methodist  Church,  and  became 
owner  of  a  good  farm  property.  The  mother,  Mrs. 
Thirza  (Jacobs)  Knox,  was  also  a  native  of  the 
Empire  State,  and  the  daughter  of  Benjamin  Ja- 
cobs. The  parental  household  included  seven  chil- 
dren, three  sons  and  four  daughters,  David  being 
the  fourth  child.     He  spent  his  boyhood  largely  in 
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attendance  at  the  district  school,  and  later  was  a 
student  in  the  Union  School  at  Sturgis.  He  finally 
entered  Albion  College,  from  which  he  was  gradu- 
ated in  1869.  AYe  next  find  him  as  a  teacher  in 
the  Union  School  where  he  had  formerly  been  a 
pupil. 

Mr.  Knox  entered  upon  the  study  of  law  in  the 
oflfice  of  William  Sadler,  at  Centreville,  and  was 
afterward  associated  with  O.  F.  Bean,  of  Three 
Rivers.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1872,  and 
at  once  opened  an  office  for  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession at  Three  Rivers,  of  which  he  has  since  con- 
tinued a  resident.  In  connection  with  his  legal 
l)usiness  he  operates  as  a  real-estate  dealer  and 
money  loaner,  and  from  the  three  combined  enjoys 
a  comfortable  income. 

The  family  of  our  subject  comprises  an  intelli- 
gent wife  and  three  interesting  children,  the  latter 
named  respectively:  Stuart  K.,  Agnes  L.  and  Ed- 
ward Moore.  The  maiden  name  of  his  wife  was 
Louise  Kelsey,  and  their  marriage  was  celebrated 
at  Three  Rivers,  in  June,  1878.  Mrs.  Knox  is  the 
daughter  of  Stephen  Kelsey,  Esq.,  a  well-known 
resident  of  this  county,  and  of  an  excellent  family. 

Mr.  Knox  keeps  himself  well  informed  in  regard 
to  matters  of  general  interest,  and  uniformly  votes 
the  Republican  ticket.  He  has  always  been  inter- 
ested in  the  promotion  of  education,  and  for  the 
past  eight  years  has  served  as  Trustee  of  Albion 
College.  He  has  held  some  of  the  minor  offices, 
but  is  not  ambitious  of  honors  in  this  line.  He  is 
a  Knight  Templar  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  be- 
longing to  Lodge  No.  57,  and  Commandery  No. 
29,  at  Three  Rivers.  As  the  agent  for  the  Free 
Will  Baptist  societies  for  this  vicinity  he  has  charge 
of  large  amounts  of  money  devoted  to  the  cause, 
and  in  this,  as  in  other  positions  of  trust  and  re- 
sponsibility, has  acquitted  himself  as  an  honest  man 


and  a  good  citizen. 
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OUTHARD  CHAPIN,  one  of  the  most  in- 
telligent and  public-spirited  men  of  Not- 
tawa  Township,  owns  and  occupies  a  snug 
home  at  Prairie  Corners,  Nottawa  Town- 
ship, and  which  is  pleasantly  located  on  section  3. 


Until  the  fall  of  1881  he  carried  on  farming  quite 
extensively  on  200  acres  of  land  in  Burr  Oak 
Township,  which  he  cleared  and  upon  which  he 
erected  a  fine  set  of  frame  buildings.  He  disposed 
of  the  greater  portion  of  this  about  the  time  of  his 
removal. 

A  native  of  Granville,  Washington  Co.,  N.  Y., 
our  subject  was  born  March  12,  1822,  and  was  but 
fourteen  years  of  age  when  he  came  to  this  county 
with  his  parents.  He  lived  with  them  in  Sherman 
Township  until  his  marriage,  which  took  place  at 
the  home  of  the  bride  in  that  township,  Sept.  1, 
1844.  The  maiden  of  his  choice,  Miss  Rozilla  Mc- 
Cloud,  was  born  in  Darby  Township,  Madison  Co., 
Ohio,  Aug.  22,  1825. 

The  parents  of  our  subject,  David  and  Collie 
(Burch)  Cliapin,  were  natives  respectively  of  Ver- 
mont and  Dutchess  County,  N.  Y.  The  father  mi- 
grated from  the  Green  Mountain  State  early  in  life, 
and  was  married  to  Miss  Burch  in  the  Empire  State. 
They  settled  in  Granville,  but  later  removed  to 
Livingston  County,  and  from  there  in  June,  1836, 
came  to  the  Territory  of  Michigan  and  located  in 
Sherman  Township.  The  father  put  up  the  third 
house  within  its  limits  and  on  section  10.  H:e  im- 
proved a  farm  from  the  wilderness,  and  there  both 
parents  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  They 
had  four  children,  three  sons  and  one  daughter. 

Charles  McClond,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Chapin,  was 
born  in  Vermont,  and  married  Miss  Mary  Pattee,  a 
native  of  Massachusetts.  They  began  the  journey 
of  life  together  in  Darby  Township,  Madison  Co., 
Ohio.  Upon  leaving  the  Buckeye  State  they  came 
to  Michigan,  settling  first  in  the  vicinity  of  Browns- 
town,  Wayne  County,  and  from  there  came  to  this 
county  in  1  835,  while  Michigan  was  still  a  Terri- 
tory, locating  on  a  wild  tract  of  land  just  north  of 
the  present  site  of  Nottawa.  Mr.  McCloud  built  up 
a  good  farm,  but  later  returned  to  Ohio  to  live  with 
his  children,  and  died  in  Madison  County.  The 
mother  later  came  back  to  this  county,  and  died  at 
the  residence  of  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Chapin,  in  Sher- 
man Township.  They  were  the  parents  of  three 
daughters,  of  whom  Mrs.  Chapin  was  the  eldest,  and 
the  only  one  living  to  mature  years.  To  our  sub- 
ject and  his  estimable  wife  there  have  been  born 
six  children.     The  eldest  daughter,  Dyelsa,  is   the 
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wife  of  William  C.  Hofer,  of  Goshen,  Ind. ;  Adel- 
phia,  Mrs.  F.  J.  Lang,  lives  in  Minneapolis,  Minn.; 
Emeline  married  Mr.  A.  T.  Mann,  and  died  in 
Hutchinson  Count3%  Dak.,  in  May,  1887;  Alice, 
Mrs.  Charles  Simpson,  lives  in  California;  of  Will- 
iam P.  a  sketch  will  be  found  elsewhere  in  this  vol- 
ume. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chapin  have  been  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  a  period  of  thirty 
years,  contributing  liberally  and  cheerfully  to  its 
support,  and  laboring  as  they  have  had  opportunity 
in  the  cause  of  Christianity.  Mr.  Chapin  cast  his 
first  Presidential  vote  for  Henry  Clay,  and  is  an 
ardent  supporter  of  Republican  principles. 


\f  ASON  HORTON  HUYLAR  has  been  for  the 
past  thirty  years  a  resident  of  Three  Rivers, 
St.  Joseph  Co.,  Mich.,  and  prominently  iden- 
tified with  its  business  interests.  He  was 
born  in  New  Brunswick,  N.  J.,  Feb.  23,  1825.  His 
ancestors  were  of  Dutch  and  English  extraction,  his 
paternal  grandfather,  William  Huylar,  coming  from 
Holland  and  settling  in  New  Brunswick,  N.  J.,  where 
he  successfully  carried  on  the  business  of  a  baker 
until  his  death.  His  wife  Gertrude  survived  him 
many  years,  dying  at  the  extreme  age  of  ninety- 
seven.  On  the  maternal  side  our  subject's  ancestors, 
of  English  lineage,  were  for  many  generations  resi- 
dents of  the  eastern  end  of  Long  Island,  N.  Y.,  set- 
tling near  Southold  over  225  years  ago.  The  first 
of  the  family  to  come  to  America  was  Barnabas 
Horton,  and  the  house  which  he  built  about  225 
years  since  stood  until  six  years  ago,  when  it  was 
demolished  to  give  place  to  a  more  modern  struc- 
ture, at  which  time  there  was  present  a  large  gath- 
ering of  his  descendants.  The  house  being  the  old- 
est on  Eastern  Long  Island,  its  demolition  excited 
great  interest  and  was  much  commented  on  by  the 
press. 

William  and  Gertrude  Huylar  were  the  parents 
of  a  numerous  family,  numbering  in  all  twenty- four 
children,  all  now  deceased.  Their  son  Adam  was 
the  father  of  Jason  H.,  and  was  born  in  New  Bruns- 
wick in  1779,  and  died  March  7,  1847,  in  his  sixty- 
ninth   year.      He  followed  the  occupation   of  his 


father,  and  carried  on  baking  in  the  city  of  New 
York,  afterward  removing  to  Key  Port,  N.  J.,  where 
he  died.  He  was  a  man  of  good  character,  indus- 
trious and  sober,  always  in  comfortable  circum- 
stances, but  never  accumulating  much  wealth.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Methodist" Episcopal  Church. 
He  was  twice  married,  his  first  wife  being  a  Miss 
Yanderbilt,  a  relative  of  the  ancestors  of  that  now 
famous  family.  She  died  in  1816,  leaving  six  chiU 
dren:  Gertrude,  William,  Abraham,  Charles,  and 
an  infant  unnamed,  all  now  deceased.  The  only 
survivor  is  John  Vanderbilt  Huylar,  a  farmer  near 
Battle  Creek,  Mich. 

The  second  wife  of  Adam  Huylar  was  Mrs.  Eliza- 
beth Denniston,  widow  of  John  Denniston,  and 
daughter  of  Jason  and  Mary  Horton.  Her  father 
was  a  man  of  exemplary  character  and  of  great 
piety,  a  conscientious,  consistent  and  sincere  Chris- 
tian, beloved  and  respected  by  all  who  knew  him. 
He  is  held  in  such  veneration  by  his  descendants 
that  in  every  family  tracing  its  descent  from  him 
one  of  the  sons  is  named  Jason  Horton.  His  daugh- 
ter Elizabeth  was  born  in  Meiidham,  N.  J.,  in  1791, 
and  attained  a  great  age,  dying  in  her  ninety-third 
year.  By  her  marriage  with  John  Denniston  she 
had  four  children,  three  of  whom  are  now  living. 
She  was  a  woman  of  positive  character,  who  im- 
pressed her  personality  on  her  children,  who  in  a 
great  degree  inherited  her  characteristics.  By  her 
marriage  with  Mr.  Huylar  she  had  seven  children, 
as  follows:  Elizabeth  F.,  who  was  the  wife  of  Hiram 
Allen,  of  Newark,  N.  J.,  and  both  now  deceased; 
Adam  is  a  dealer  in  sash  and  blinds  at  Key  Port,  N. 
J.;  Mary  died  in  childhood;  Jason  Horton  was  next 
in  order  of  birth;  then  Isaac  W.,  who  died  in  child- 
hood; Edward  P.,  a  well-known  physician,  was  the 
originator  and  proprietor  of  the  celebrated  remedy 
known  as  '*  Clark  Johnson's  Indian  Blood  Syrup," 
and  died  in  New  York  City,  Aug.  11,  1888,  after 
accumulating  a  large  fortune.  The  youngest,  Mary 
Voorhees,  died  in  childhood.  The  subject  of  this 
sketch  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools 
of  the  city  of  New  York,  and  early  began  to 
work  at  the  business  of  marble  cutting.  His  first 
venture  on  his  own  account  was  in  Key  Port,  N.  J., 
in  1855,  at  which  time  he  established  a  shop  there. 
Three  years  later  he  determined  to  try  his  fortunes 
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in  the  young  and  growing  State  of  Michigan,  and 
removed  to  Sturgis,  St.  Joseph  County.  There  he 
staid  but  a  year  and  a  half,  when  he  removed  to 
Three  Rivers,  where  the  balance  of  his  life  has  been 
passed,  and  where  he  built  up  a  hicrative  trade,  and 
acquired  the  reputation  of  a  thorough-going,  enter- 
prising  and  upright  business  man. 

On  May  26,  1849,  Mr.  Huylar  was  married  to 
Sarah  C.  Ransom,  daughter  of  Elisha  and  Cata 
Ransom,  of  Riverton,  Conn.  She  was  born  in 
Hartford,  Conn.,  in  1827,  her  ancestors  being  early 
residents  of  that  Slate,  in  which  both  her  parents 
were  born.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Huylar  have  had  five 
children,  three  of  whom  are  deceased.  Catherine  L. 
died  at  the  age  of  eleven,  Charles  Edwin  in  his  third 
year,  and  Lillian  Ransom  in  the  sixth  year  of  her 
age.  The  survivors  are :  Mary  E.,  wife  of  Dr.  Will- 
iam H.  Kestler,  a  prominent  dentist  of  Detroit,  Mich., 
and  Allen  Horton,  who  is  his  father's  successor  in 
business  in  Three  Rivers. 

In  1886  Mr.  Huylar  gave  up  active  business, 
turning  it  over  to  his  son,  but  still  takes  a  warm 
interest  in  the  success  of  the  business  which  he 
founded.  He  is  now  enjoying  the  fruits  of  a  life 
of  well-directed  effort,  and  as  the  architect  of  his 
own  fortunes  can  take  a  just  pride  in  the  success 
which  has  resulted  from  a  life  of  industry  and  pro- 
bity. He  enjoys  in  a  marked  degree  the  respect 
and  confidence  of  the  community  among  whom  so 
many  years  of  his  life  have  been  passed,  and  who 
appreciate  the  sterling  qualities  of  the  man  and  citi- 
zen. Mr.  Huylar  takes  a  considerable  part  in  the 
affairs  of  the  town.  He  has  been  a  member  of  the 
Council  several  times,  is  a  director  in  the  Three 
Rivers  National  Bank,  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  in  every  way  a  useful  and 
desirable  member  of  society. 
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ELSON  CREVLING.  The  family  of  which 
this  gentleman  is  the  head  is  considered  one 
>jk^^-^  of  the  finest  in  St.  eloseph  County.  He 
came  within  its  borders  during  the  pioneer  days, 
and  assisted  in  the  struggles  of  its  early  develop- 
ment, contributing  to  its  prosperity  his  strength 
and  his  capital,  and   he  has  an  ample  reward  in  the 


esteem  and  confidence  with  which  he  is  universally 
regarded  by  its  people.  A  man  of  property  and 
influence,  he  has  been  chief  among  those  rearing  the 
standard  of  morality  and  virtue,  while  in  financial 
circles  his  standing  and  reputation  are  unimpeach- 
able. 

John  Crevling,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  a 
native  of  Easton,  N.  J.,  and  upon  migrating 
to  New  York  State  during  the  early  years  of  his 
manhood  settled  in  Columbia  County,  Pa.,  with  his 
parents.  He  was  content,  like  his  father  before 
him,  to  take  up  the  occupation  of  agriculture,  which 
he  followed  all  his  life.  He  spent  his  last  days  in 
Columbia  County,  Pa.,  dying  there  Aug.  27,  1827, 
at  the  age  of  fifty-five  years,  five  months  and  sev- 
enteen days.     He  w^as  born  March  10,  1772. 

Mr.  Crevling,  Sr.,  the  paternal  grandfather  of 
our  subject,  spent  the  early  years  of  his  life  in  Eas- 
ton, N.  J.  Thence  he  removed  to  Columbia  County, 
Pa.,  settling  near  the  village  of  Espey  during  its 
pioneer  days.  He  also  pursued  farming,  and  died  in 
Columbia  County  at  a  ripe  old  age.  His  son  John 
was  born  in  1772,  and  upon  reaching  manhood  mar- 
ried Charity  Moore,  of  Columbia  County,  Pa.,  and 
they  became  the  parents  of  nine  children,  six  sons  and 
three  daughters.  Of  these  Nelson,  of  our  sketch, 
was  the  youngest  child.  He  was  born  on  the  old 
homestead  near  Espy,  Columbia  Co.,  Pa.,  Feb.  14, 
1817.  This  property  lay  about  midway  between 
Bloomsburg  and  Espy,  and  was  consequently  quite 
valuable. 

The  common  school  supplied  for  our  subject  his 
early  education,  and  he  remained  a  resident  of  his 
native  county  until  a  young  man  thirty  years  of 
age,  when  he  determined  to  seek  his  fortune  among 
the  pioneers  of  Michigan.  We  find  him  within  the 
bounds  of  Lockport  Township,  this  county,  in 
October,  1845,  he  locating  first  on  section  5,  where 
he  purchased  160  acres  of  land  from  William  Eck. 
He  improved  the  greater  part  of  this,  beginning 
from  first  principles,  as  there  were  neither  build- 
ings nor  fences  upon  it.  Two  years  later,  however, 
he  sold  out  and  purchased  on  another  part  of  the 
same  section.  He  now  has  a  fine  farm  of  325  acres, 
lying  one  and  one-half  miles  from  the  village  of 
Three  Rivers.  This  has  been  brought  to  a  high 
state  of  cultivation,  and  is  supplied   with   modern 
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farm  buildings,  a  goodly  assortment  of  live  stock, 
the  latest  improved  machinery,  and  all  the  facilities 
necessary  to  the  success  of  the  modern  agriculturist. 

Our  subject  was  wedded  in  his  native  county, 
Jan.  16,  1840,  to  Miss  Phebe,  daughter  of  Joseph 
and  Mary  (Rittenhouse)  Eck.  Mrs.  Crevling  was 
the  sixth  child  of  her  parents,  and  first  opened  her 
eyes  to  the  light  July  29, 1817.  There  came  to  the 
household  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Crevling  ten  children, 
seven  of  whom  are  living.  Albert  J.  died  at  the 
home  of  his  parents  in  Lockport  Township,  at  the 
age  of  twenty-three  years;  James  H.  died  when  an 
infant  of  eighteen  months;  Mary  C.  is  the  wife  of 
Samuel  Nye,  and  thej^  reside  in  Tliree  Rivers ;  Martha 
A.  is  living  with  her  parents  at  the  old  homestead ; 
Harriet,  Mrs.  John  Hawkins,  died  at  her  home  near 
Constantine,  Oct.  14,  1888;  John  F.  is  unmarried  and 
living  at  home  with  his  parents;  William  E.  is  a 
well-to-do  farmer  of  Mitchell  County,  Kan. ;  Anna 
M.  is  the  wife  of  Martin  Robbins,  of  Three  Rivers; 
Delilah,  Mrs.  Harry  Catton,  lives  with  her  husband 
on  a  farm  in  White  Pigeon  Township;  Joseph  Nel- 
son continues  a  member  of  the  parental  household. 

Joseph  and  Mary  Eck,  the  parents  of  Mrs.  Crev- 
ling, were  natives  of  Chester  County  and  Phila- 
delphia, Pa.,  respectively,  but  spent  their  last  days 
in  Berwick,  Columbia  County.  Mr.  Eck  reached 
his  fourscore  years,  and  his  excellent  wife  had 
nearly  approached  that  age  at  the  time  of  her  death. 
They  were  the  parents  of  eight  children,  three  sons 
and  five  daughters,  four  of  whom  are  living:  Will- 
iam R.  is  a  resident  of  Colon,  this  county;  Eliza 
continues  at  the  old  home  in  Berwick,  Columbia 
Co.,  Pa.,  of  which  she  is  the  owner;  Amelia  is  the 
wife  of  Archibald  Henry,  and  lives  in  Mitchell 
County,  Kan.,  on  a  farm  three  miles  from  Beloit. 
The  paternal  grandfather  was  a  soldier  in  the  War 
of  1812. 

Our  subject  and  his  estimable  wife  have  been 
members  in  good  standing  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church  at  Three  Rivers  since  1 850.  Politically, 
Mr.  C.  was  first  identified  with  the  old  Whig  party, 
and  cast  his  first  vote  for  Gen.  Harrison,  in  1840. 
Upon  the  abandonment  of  the  old  party  he  allied 
himself  with  the  Republicans,  and  voted  for  the 
grandson  of  "Old  Tippecanoe"  in  the  fall   of  1888. 

John  Crevling,  a  brother  of  our  subject,  was  born 
^ _ 


Oct.  22,  1810,  and  is  a  prosperous  farmer,  owning  a 
good  property  in  the  vicinity  of  Ashland  County, 
Ohio.  Jonathan,  born  June  26,  1803,  died  Jan.  20, 
1807,  when  about  three  years  of  age.  A  younger 
one,  Jared,  born  Jan.  24,  1813,  died  in  Columbia 
County,  Pa.,  March  14,  1826,  when  a  promising  lad 
of  thirteen  years.  The  other  brothers  and  sisters 
of  our  subject  are  named  as  follows :  Martha,  born 
Feb.  1,  1799,  died  Dec.  2,  1853;  Margrett,  born 
Dec.  17,  1801,  died  Nov.  17,  1840;  Andrew,  born 
Jan.  22,  1806;  Moore,  May  6, 1808;  Delilah,  Nov. 
4,  1814.  Our  subject's  mother  was  born  Dec.  1, 
1773,  in  Chester  County,  Pa.  She  was  married  Dec. 
17,  1797,  in  Columbia  County,  Pa.,  and  died  July 
12,  1858. 

>t>    :@:    -<l> 

'll^  ANIEL  FRANCISCO,  deceased,  was  a  well- 
known  resident  of  Three  Rivers,  St.  Jo- 
seph Co.,  Mich.,  the  story  of  whose  life  is 
full  of  encouragement  to  boys  who  have  to 
make  their  own  way  in  the  world  under  difficulties. 
He  was  in  every  sense  of  the  word  a  self-made  man. 
He  was  born  June  4,  1817,  in  Rensselaer  County, 
N.  Y.  His  mother  died  when  he  was  but  four  years 
old.  and  the  death  of  his  father  two  years  later  left 
him  alone  in  the  world,  and  dependent  even  at  that 
tender  age  on  his  own  exertions.  He  was  bound 
out  at  the  age  of  seven  to  a  man  named  Erastus 
Green,  the  bargain  being  that  he  should  have  at 
least  three  months' schooling  every  year.  Green  was 
a  severe  taskmaster,  and  young  Francisco  was  com- 
pelled to  work  early  and  late,  and  was  never  sent 
to  school,  except  for  three  months  in  the  first  year, 
it  being  all  the  schooling  he  ever  received.  He  re- 
mained with  Green  until  his  eleventh  year,  when  he 
ran  away  from  him,  working  out  by  the  day,  month 
or  year  as  he  could  secure  employment.  In  this 
way  several  years  were  passed,  and  when  he 
was  about  twentj^-one  years  of  age  he,  in  company 
with  a  man  named  Ira  B.  Gage,  bought  a  threshing- 
machine,  with  which  they  made  some  money,  giv- 
ing him  his  first  real  start.  About  the  time  he 
entered  into  this  business  he  was  married.  With 
the  money  he  made  by  the  thresher  he  bought  some 
land  on  contract,  paying  a  part  down.  His  kind- 
heartedness  led  him  to  sign  notes  for  a  friend,  and 
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having  to  pay  them  he  was  unable  to  make  the  pay- 
ments on  his  land,  and  he  lost  it,  leaving  him  again 
with  but  a  small  capital. 

In    company    with    his    wife's    parents,    two    of 
her  unmarried  brothers  and  two  sisters,   Mr.  Fran- 
cisco and  his   little  family,  consisting  of   wife  and 
four  children,  started  overland  for  Michigan.     The 
party  had   three  wagons,  each  drawn  by  a  span  of 
horses.     Of  these  one  outfit  belonged  to  Mr.  Fran- 
cisco, which,  with  a  small  sum  of  money,  was  all  his 
worldly   wealth.     They   stopped   first  in   Lenawee 
County,  Mich.,  where  he  entered  160  acres  of  land. 
The  necessary  expenses  of  travel  and  entering  this 
land  made   serious   inroads  on  his  limited    capital. 
Not  liking  that  part  of  the  country,  because  of  its 
wild  and  unsettled  condition,  the  party  decided  to 
go  further  South.     This  was   partly   due  to  letters 
they  had  received  from  relatives  of  Mr.  Francisco, 
who  were  settled  in  St.  eloseph  County.     Coming  to 
this  county   they  located   five  miles   northwest   of 
Constantine,  on  what  is  now  known  as  the  Sherrick 
farm.     Here  the  entire  party  lived  in  a  two-story 
log   house    until   the   following   spring,    when    Mr. 
Francisco  bought  an  80-acre  farm  half  way  between 
Three    Rivers  and   Centre ville,  on    which   he   lived 
until  his  removal  to  the  former  place,  in  the  fall  of 
1868,  to  the  house  now  occupied  by  his   widow,  in 
which  the  remainder   of  his  life   was   passed.     His 
death  occurred  Feb.  7,  1883,  in  his  sixty-sixth  year. 
At  the  time  of  his  death  Mr.  Francisco  owned  667 
acres  of  land  in  St.  Joseph  County.     The  land  in 
Lenawee  County  he  had  sold  for  a  slight  advance. 
He  was  also  the  owner  of  property  in  Three  Rivers, 
besides  a  considerable  amount  of  personal  property. 
All  this  he  acquired  by  his  own  labor,  thrifty  hab- 
its, and   the  exercise   of   common   sense  in    all    his 
business  transactions.      While  living  on  his  farm  he 
engaged  largely  in  the  growing  of  peppermint,  being 
at  one  time  the   largest   mint  grower   in  the   West. 
This  was  one  of  his   greatest  successes,  and  helped 
largely  in  making  the  liberal  competence  which  he 
acquired. 

Mr.  Francisco  was  twice  married,  first  while  a 
resident  of  New  York,  to  Hester  Maria  Wager,  born 
in  that  State  July  18,  1819.  Their  union  was  cele- 
brated Nov.  9,  1837,  and  she  accompanied  him  to 
this   State,  and   died    here  June   23,    1848.     They 


had  five  children,  as  follows:  Charles  Oscar,  born 
Sept.  6,  1838,  is  married,  and  is  a  resident  of  Three 
Rivers;  Mary  Emma  is  the  wife  of  Nathan  B.  Cary, 
a  farmer  in  Lockport  Township,  this  county;  Dud- 
ley B.,  of  whom  a  sketch  appears  elsewhere  in  this 
volume;  Margaret  A.,  wife  of  Capt.  D.  M.  Hicks, 
of  Three  Rivers,  residing  in  Minneapolis,  Minn. ; 
and  Hester  M.,  who  died  in  infancy. 

In  1848  Mr.  Francisco  was  married  to  Miss 
Hannah  Ryder,  a  native  of  the  State  of  New  York. 
They  had  three  sons,  the  eldest  of  whom  died  when 
eighteen  months  old ;  William  Byron,  born  Oct.  9, 
1852,  IS  married  to  Miss  Etta  Knapp,  and  has  two 
children,  Grade  and  Frank;  and  lives  in  Three 
Rivers;  Frank  E.,  born  July  15,  1860,  is  married 
to  Miss  Nellie  Clapp,  and  is  a  resident  of  Jackson, 
Mich. 

After  removing  to  Three  Rivers,  as  soon  as  his 
boys  became  of  age  Mr.  Francisco  put  each  of  them 
on  a  farm,  keeping,  however,  a  general  oversight  of 
the  work  himself,  and  willing  the  properties  to  them 
on  his  death. 

After  coming  to  Three  Rivers  Mr.  Francisco  en- 
gaged first  in  the  banking  and  brokerage,  then  in 
loaning  money  for  Eastern  capitalists,  which  he  con- 
tinued until  a  few  years  before  his  death.  He  took 
considerable  interest  in  public  affairs,  was  a  member 
of  the  Council,  and  President  of  the  Village  Board. 
He  was  greatly  interested  in  educational  matters, 
and  for  more  than  twenty  years  was  a  member  of 
the  School  Board.  He  was  a  consistent  member  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  w^as  liberal  in  its  sup- 
port. He  was  noted  for  his  kindness  and  benevo- 
lence of  heart,  was  a  kind  husband  and  faithful 
father,  and  his  death  was  regretted  by  every  person 
who  had  ever  known  him. 
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ON.    RUSSEL    R.    PEALER,    one    of   the 

prominent  citizens  of  St.  Joseph  County, 
was  born  in  Greenwood  Township,  Colum- 
(^  bia  Co.,  Pa.,  Jan.  1,  1842,  his  parents  being 
George  and  Rebecca  (Hampton)  Pealer,  likewise 
natives  of  that  county.  On  the  paternal  side  the 
family  is  of  German  lineage,  the  grandfather  being 
named  Pealer  and   the  grandmother  Kooder.     On 
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the  maternal  side  the  family  is  of  English  descent, 
coming  from  the  Hampton  and  Hopkins  stock,  early 
and  well-known  settlers  in  Columbia  County.  The 
father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  George  Pealer, 
was  born  Aug.  13,  1818,  and  is  yet  living  in  his 
native  county.  He  has  been  a  farmer  and  lumber- 
man all  of  his  life,  and  is  living  on  the  farm  which 
has  been  his  residence  for  over  forty  3^ears.  He  has 
been  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
for  many  years,  and  has  always  been  looked  upon 
as  an  honest,  upright  man  and  a  good  citizen.  In 
his  political  views  he  is  an  ardent  Republican. 

Mr.  Pealer  has  been  twice  married,  first  in  1841 
to  Miss  Rebecca  B.  Hampton,  who  died  in  1876, 
aged  fifty-two;  she  was  the  mother  of  eight  chil- 
dren, but  three  of  whom  are  now  living.  Those 
deceased  were:  Mary  A.  who  was  the  wife  of  Wes- 
ley Auten,  and  died  near  Fredericktown,  Ohio; 
Clarinda  S.  died  in  girlhood;  Daniel  Webster,  at 
the  age  of  seven;  Alvaretta  also  died  young,  and 
likewise  an  uiinamed  infant.  The  survivors  are: 
William  O.,  partner  of  our  subject,  in  Three  Rivers; 
Matilda  is  the  wife  of  Clarence  Price,  of  Danville, 
Pa.;  our  subject  was  the  eldest  of  the  family.  Of 
the  second  marriage  of  Mr.  Pealer  there  is  no  issue. 

Russel  R.  Pealer  was  brought  up  on  a  farm,  at- 
tending the  common  school,  as  farmers'  boys  do. 
In  February,  1859,  he  began  attending  the  New 
Columbus  Normal  School  in  Luzerne  County.  Pa., 
where  he  remained  until  the  following  winter,  when 
he  returned  to  his  home  and  taught  school  for  the 
term.  The  next  year  he  returned  to  Columbus  and 
the  following  winter  again  taught  school.  The  fol- 
lowing spring  he  was  made  Principal  of  the  High 
School  at  Light  Street,  in  his  native  county,  and  in 
the  following  fall  went  to  New  Jersey,  New  York 
and  other  places,  to  recruit  his  health,  which  was 
somewhat  impaired  by  close  study.  On  his  return 
he  attended  the  High  School  again,  and  was  prepar- 
ing to  enter  the  Albany  Law  School,  having  decided 
on  the  law  as  the  profession  to  which  he  would  de- 
vote his  life  work.  He  had  inherited  from  his 
mother  a  love  for  education  and  reading,  which  she 
wisely  encouraged,  and  to  her  is  due  the  fact  that 
our  subject  acquired  a  fine  education. 

On   the  9th  of  September,  1862,  Mr.  Pealer  of- 
fered  his  services  to   ills  country,  and  enlisted  in 
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Company  E,  16th  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  known  as 
^'Gi'egg's  Cavalry."  He  served  until  Aug.  11,  1865, 
and  during  this  time  was  repeatedly  promoted  for 
meritorious  conduct,  passing  through  all  the  grades 
to  that  of  First  Lieutenant,  and  was  recommended 
for  promotion  to  a  Captaincy,  but  the  close  of  the 
war  stopped  all  further  promotions.  During  this 
time  he  served  in  over  thirty-five  battles  and  cav- 
alry engagements,  comprising  all  of  the  great  bat- 
tles fought  by  the  heroic  Army  of  the  Potomac. 
On  the  6th  of  February,  1865,  at  Hatchers  Run,  Va., 
near  Petersburg,  while  in  command  of  a  squadron 
and  leading  a  charge  on  Pegram's  division  of  infan- 
try, Lieut.  Pealer  was  wounded  in  the  left  thigh  by 
a  rifle  ball,  which  was  afterward  extracted  at  Balti- 
more. Before  his  wound  was  healed  he  rejoined 
his  regiment,  so  anxious  was  he  to  be  with  them. 
During  his  time  in  the  hospital  Mr.  Pealer  studied 
surveying  and  engineering,  which  he  afterward  put 
to  good  account  in  securing  means  to  continue  his 
law  studies. 

On  our  subject's  return  to  his  home  he  again  began 
thestudy  of  the  law,  entering  the  office  of  Robert  F. 
Clark  at  Bloomsburg,  Pa.,  where  he  spent  two  years, 
and  was  there  admitted  to  the  bar  Sept.  3,  1867, 
and  a  short  time  after  came  to  Three  Rivers,  decided 
to  make  it  his  home,  returned  to  Pennsylvania, 
and  bringing  his  wife,  settled  permanently  in  Three 
Rivers  Nov.  12.  1867.  The  January  following  he 
was  admitted  to  the  Michigan  bar,  and  at  once  en- 
gaged in  the  practice  of  his  profession. 

A  few  years  later  Mr.  Pealer  was  elected  and  re- 
elected Circuit  Court  Commissioner,  and  before  the 
expiration  of  his  last  term  was  appointed  Prosecut- 
ing Attorney  of  the  county,  and  afterward  re-elected 
to  that  position.  He  declined  a  renomination  to 
that  office,  and  continued  to  practice  until  Jan.  1, 
1882,  when  he  assumed  the  position  of  Circuit 
Judge  for  the  Fifteenth  District,  to  which  he  had 
been  elected  the  previous  April.  He  served  his  full 
term  of  six  years  with  great  credit  to  himself  and 
satisfaction  to  his  constituents,  and  his  decisions 
while  on  the  bench  have  always  been  regarded  as 
sound  by  the  legal  fraternity  of  the  district. 

In    1888   Mr.  Pealer   resumed  the  practice  of  his 

profession   in   Three   Rivers  in  company   with    his 

brother  William  O.,  under  the  firm  name  of  Pealer 
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Bros.,  and  the  same  year  was  elected  to  represent 
his  county  in  the  State  Legislature,  beginning  his 
services  in  that  capacity  in  January,  1889.  The 
county  had  been  for  some  ^^ears  represented  by  a 
Democrat,  and  Judge  Pealer  was  put  in  nomination 
for  the  purpose  of  overcoming  that,  as  his  reputa- 
tion led  his  friends  to  believe  he  could  do  it.  Tlie 
result  justified  their  anticipations,  he  getting  a  ma- 
jority of  over  200,  thus  changing  the  political  com- 
plexion of  the  county.  He  has  also  held  many 
minor  offices,  and  being  particularly  interested  in 
educational  matters  served  for  many  years  on  the 
School  Board. 

Judge  Pealer  has  been  three  times  married.  His 
first  wife,  to  whom  he  was  married  on  the  25th  of 
December,  1865,  was  Miss  Sallie  A.  Stevens,  a  na- 
tive of  Luzerne  County,  Pa. ;  she  died  in  Three 
Rivers,  Mich.,  Nov.  6, 1871.  By  this  marriage  there 
were  four  children,  two  of  whom,  Nora  Josephine 
and  George  Stevens,  died  in  childhood;  the  other 
two,  Anna  Geraldine  and  Mary  A.,  are  yet  under 
the  parental  roof. 

August  28,  1872,  Mr.  Pealer  was  married  to  Miss 
Amanda  Stevens,  a  sister  to  his  first  wife,  but  she 
too  was  called,  death  claiming  her  March  28,  1874. 
Judge  Pealer's  present  wife  was  Miss  Sue  F.  San  tee, 
to  whom  he  was  married  April  15,  1  875.  By  the  last 
two  marriages  there  is  no  issue.  Notwithstanding  his 
busy  public  and  professional  life  Judge  Pealer  does 
not  neglect  its  social  side.  From  his  boyhood  he 
has  been  a  consistent  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  has  taken  an  active  part  in 
its  work.  He  has  held  every  official  position,  from 
Superintendent  of  Sabbath-school  to  Delegate  to  the 
General  Conference.  He  is  a  member  of  and  at 
present  Commander  of  Ed  M.  Prutzman  Post  No. 
72,  G.  A.  R.,and  belongs  to  the  Masonic  fraternity, 
being  a  member  of  Three  Rivers  Lodge  No.  52, 
F.  &  A.  M.;  Salathiel  Chapter  No.  28,  R.  A.,  and 
St.  Joseph  Valley  Commandery  No.  29,  K.  T.  In 
politics  he  is,  like  his  father,  an  ardent  Repubfican, 
and  his  first  vote  was  cast  while  in  the  army,  in  an 
open  field  in  Virginia,  for  Abraham  Lincoln. 

Judge  Pealer  is  a  living  exemplification  of  our 
beneficent  institutions  and  what  can  be  accomplished 
under  them  by  well-directed  effort  and  persever- 
ance.    Starting  without  any  social  advantages,  he 
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has  acquired  an  excellent  literary  and  legal  educa- 
tion; he  has  been  called  by  his  fellow-citizens  to  fill 
many  positions  of  honor  and  responsibility,  and  has 
by  their  suffrages  occupied  the  bench  in  one  of  the 
courts  of  his  adopted  State,  and  now  represents  the 
country  in  the  councils  of  the  State.  Just  in  the 
prime  of  life,  with  a  large  and  lucrative  practice, 
an  unsullied  reputation,  the  esteem  of  his  fellow- 
men,  with  apparently  many  years  of  life  before  him, 
his  future  is  undoubtedly  bright,  and  his  well-de- 
served success  should  serve  as  an  incentive  to  every 
boy  striving  to  elevate  himself  in  the  social  scale, 
and  to  do  work  worthy  of  emulation. 


EVILLO  J.  NICHOLS,  M.  D.  This  popu- 
I  ir  lar  physician  and  surgeon  of  Three  Rivers 
(^i]U^  located  at  this  point  in  March,  1877,  and 
^^  opened  an  office  for  the  practice  of  liis  pro- 
fession, which  he  has  followed  wdth  flattering  re- 
sults. Michigan  is  his  native  State,  he  having 
been  born  in  Marengo,  Calhoun  County,  Sept.  4, 
1847.  His  father.  Dr.  A.  S.  Nichols,  was  one  of 
the  pioneers  of  the  Badger  State,  coming  here  from 
his  native  place,  in  Madison  Comity,  N.  Y.,  as  early 
as  1844.  He  settled  in  Marengo  with  his  little 
family,  where  they  resided  many  years.  The  elder 
Nichols  followed  a  successful  practice,  and  was 
called  hence  in  1874.  During  the  period  of  his 
thirty  years'  residence  in  Michigan  he  distinguished 
himself  as  a  most  w^orthy  and  useful  citizen,  mak- 
ing a  record  which  his  children  should  be  proud  to 
look  upon.  Of  the  latter,  two  in  number,  both  are 
living,  our  subject  being  the  elder. 

After  leaving  the  primary  school  our  subject 
entered  Albion  College,  where  he  studied  four 
years,  fitting  himself  for  the  literary  department  of 
the  Michigan  State  University.  This  course  ended 
he  entered  upon  the  study  of  medicine  under  the 
instruction  of  his  father,  and  later  returning  to  the 
university  took  a  course  in  the  medical  depart- 
ment, whence  he  w^as  graduated  with  honors  in 
1871.  He  commenced  the  practice  of  his  profes- 
sion in  Tekonsha,  where  he  spent  two  years.  Dur- 
ing this  time  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Alinda  Randall,  of  that  place.     This  lady  was  born 
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in  April,  1847,  in  Tekonsha,  and  is  the  daughter  of 
Harvey  Randall,  a  native  of  New  York.  After  his 
marriage  Dr.  Nichols  took  up  his  residence  in  Hills- 
dale, becoming  the  partner  of  R.  T.  Gill.  This 
partnership  was  dissolved  in  1874,  and  Dr.  Nichols 
then  became  associated  with  his  brother-in-law,  A. 
G.  Randall,  they  operating  together  two  years. 
Then  being  able  to  sell  out  to  good  advantage, 
Dr.  Nichols  changed  the  scene  of  his  operations  to 
Three  Rivers,  and  later  formed  a  partnership  with 
Dr.  W.  E.  Parker,  with  whom  he  is  at  present  asso- 
ciated. 

To  the  Doctor  and  Mrs.  Nichols  there  have 
been  born  three  children,  one  living,  a  daughter. 
May  L.,  born  Aug.  6,  1876.  They  occupy  a  pleasant 
home  in  the  southern  part  of  the  city,  wiiich  is  the 
frequent  resort  of  its  cultivated  people.  Dr.  Nichols 
meddles  very  little  with  matters  outside  of  his  pro- 
fession, but  keeps  himself  well  posted  in  regard  to 
National  affairs,  and  uniformly  supports  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Republican  party.  He  has  a  well- 
equipped  office  on  St.  Joseph  street,  and  numbers  his 
patrons  among  the  best  element  of  Three  Rivers. 
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^]  OHN  COX,  retired  manufacturer  and  capi- 
tab'st  of  Tliree  Rivers,  was  for  many  years 
one  of  its  most  active  business  men.  His 
i^/^  early  home  was  in  the  southeastern  corner  of 
the  Keystone  State,  he  having  been  born  in  Bucks 
County,  July  17,  1821.  His  parents,  Jonas  and 
P^lizabeth  (Larue)  Cox,  had  a  family  of  eight  chil- 
dren, of  whom  John  was  the  second  eldest.  The 
Cox  family  is  of  English  ancestry,  generally  indus- 
trious, thrifty  and  well-to-do.  The  mother  of  our 
subject  was  of  French  extraction. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  both  natives  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  died  when  John  was  a  lad  of 
thirteen  years.  Thus  left  an  orphan  he  was  thrown 
early  in  life  upon  his  own  resources,  while  his 
brothers  and  sisters  were  taken  into  the  homes  of 
strangers.  John  worked  upon  the  farm  in  summer 
and  attended  school  in  winter,  but  was  thus  enabled 
to  pursue  his  studies  only  a  few  months  each  year. 
At  the  age  of  sixteen  years  he  commenced    an  ap- 
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prenticeship  at  the  blacksmith  trade,  serving  five 
years,  and  receiving  only  his  board  and  clothes. 
Upon  becoming  a  journeyman  he  took  up  his  resi- 
dence in  Trenton,  N.  J,,  where  he  acquired  valuable 
knowledge  as  a  machinist,  and  where  he  spent  about 
six  years.  Thence  he  migrated  South  to  the  State 
of  Georgia,  and  was  employed  in  the  iron  works  of 
Cooper,  Sprout  &  Wiley,  where  he  spent  two  sum- 
mers and  one  winter. 

Our  subject  now  returned  to  his  native  county, 
which  he  left  not  long  afterward  in  company  with 
Cyrus  Roberts,  and  they  repaired  to  Belleville,  111., 
in  the  autumn  of  1848,  where  they  began  on  a 
small  scale  the  manufacture  of  threshing-machines. 
They  prosecuted  this  industry  a  period  of  eight 
years,  building  up  quite  an  extensive  business 
throughout  the  States  of  Illinois  and  Indiana.  In 
1856  they  sold  out,  and  our  subject  returned  to 
Pennsjdvania,  where  he  remained  until  1857. 

Mr.  Cox  now  made  his  way  to  Michigan,  where 
his  friend  Mr.  Roberts  had  preceded  him,  and  es- 
tablished himself  once  more  as  a  manufacturer  of 
threshing-machines.  Later  he  associated  himself 
with  other  parties,  under  the  style  of  Roberts,  Hibbs 
&  Co.,  and  they  for  some  years  carried  on  a  thriv- 
ing and  |)rofitable  business.  In  1866  Mr.  Cox  with- 
drew. Daring  this  time  the  firm  enjoyed  a  very 
successful  patronage,  and  after  a  time  combined 
with  the  thresher  the  separator,  and  put  out  one  of 
the  most  complete  machines  of  the  day,  upon  which 
they  realized  a  very  large  sale. 

Mr.  Cox  while  a  resident  of  Three  Rivers  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  C.  Hiles,  who  was 
born  in  Danville,  Pa.,  and  came  to  Michigan  with 
her  parents.  Of  this  union  there  were  born  two 
children,  and  the  mother  died  in  1868.  The  elder 
son,  Jasper  II.,  died  at  the  parental  home  in  Three 
Rivers,  in  the  twenty-fourth  year  of  his  age.  Charles 
W.  makes  his  home  with  his  father,  and  is  engaged 
as  a  clerk.  Mrs.  Cox  was  a  devoted  wife  and 
mother,  and  a  devout  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  Her  death  was  the  occasion  of 
great  sorrow  to  her  husband  and  a  large  circle  of 
friends. 

Our  subject  identified  himself  with  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  in  1842,  and  for  a  period  of 
forty-six  years  has  given  cheerfully  and  liberally  of 
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his  means  to  the  support  of  religious  and  educational 
institutions.  Politically,  he  is  a  stanch  Republican 
with  prohibition  tendencies,  and  has  lived  a  strictly 
temperate  life,  using  no  stimulant  in  any  form.  He 
is  a  fine  illustration  of  the  self-made  man,  having 
begun  his  struggle  with  the  world  entirely  depend- 
ent upon  himself,  and  working  upward  through 
many  difficulties.  His  career  has  been  one  which 
he  should  look  back  upon  with  satisfaction,  as  he 
has  succeeded  where  many  have  failed. 
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aHARLP:S  RICE.  Men  gaze  with  admiration 
at  the  work  of  the  builder  and  the  architect, 
J'  and  sometimes  give  little  thought  to  the 
genius  and  the  training  which  must  have  been  em- 
ployed in  the  erection  of  the  edifices  upon  which 
the  reputation  of  a  city  is  largely  dependent— as 
the  coral  -insect,  a  little  creature,  seemingly  insig- 
nificant, rears  a  bulwark  with  which  even  the  hand 
of  man  cannot  compete.  The  beauty  and  the  pros- 
perity of  the  cities  of  the  United  States  are  depend- 
ent upon  the  architect,  the  contractor  and  the 
builder.  In  this  department  of  the  industrial  world 
Mr.  Rice  has  been  an  important  factor,  especially  in 
this  county. 

The    name    of  Charles    Rice,    builder  and    con- 
tractor, is  familiar  to  a  large  portion  of  the  people  of 
Three  Rivers,  among  whom  he  has  lived  and  labored 
for  the   last  forty-two  years.     A    native    of    New 
York,  he  was  born  in  the   town   of   Pittsford,  near 
Rochester,  Feb.  28,  1883.     His  father,   Isaac  Rice, 
was  a  native  of  Vermont,  as  also  was   his   paternal 
grandfather,  Charles  Rice,  Sr.      The   latter  distin- 
guished  himself  as  a  soldier  and   a   patriot  in  the 
Revolutionary  War,  and  also  the  War  of  1812,  and 
for  a  number  of  years  before  his  death  received  a 
pension  from  the   Government.      Charles  Rice  in 
early  manhood  was   married,  and    he   and   his  wife 
settled  in  Pittsford,  N.  Y.,  where  they   lived   until 
1832.     He  then  gathered  together   his  family  and 
household  effects  and   started  for   Michigan  Terri- 
tory.    The  trip  was  made  overland  in  wagons,  and 
upon  their   arrival  in   this  county    they   located  a 
tract  of  land  on  Johnny  Cake  Prairie  and   opened 
up  a  farm,  which  was  subsequently  included  in  Fa- 
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bins  Township.  Here  Grandfather  Rice  lived  and 
labored,  succeeded  in  building  up  a  comfortable 
homestead,  and  died  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety- 
three  years.  He  was  the  father  of  three  sons  and 
four  daughters. 

Isaac  Rice,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  reared 
to  manhood  in  Monroe  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he 
learned  the  trade  of  stonemason.  Upon  reaching 
man's  estate  he  was  married  to  Miss  Maria,  daugh- 
ter of  Thomas  Jones,  Esq.,  who  was  a  native  of  that 
county.  He  sojourned  in  the  Empire  State  until 
1850,  then  joined  the  grandfather's  family  in  this 
county  and  settled  in  Lockport  Township,  where 
he  lived  until  1870.  The  family  then  returned 
eastward  as  far  as  Ohio,  where  Isaac  Rice  was  called 
hence  in  1874. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  died  while  a  young 
woman,  in  New  York  State.  Isaac  Rice,  after  com- 
ing to  this  count}',  contracted  a  second  marriage, 
with  Miss  Overmeier.  Of  the  first  marriage  there 
had  been  born  three  children,  two  sons  and  one 
daughter,  of  whom  Charles,  our  subject,  was  the 
eldest.  The  others  w^ere  Elizabeth  and  Malcom.  Of 
the  second  marriage  there  were  born  five  children, 
four  sons  and  one  daughter.  Two  of  the  children 
of  Isaac  Rice  are  living. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  spent  the  early  years 
of  his  life  in  Monroe  County,  N.  Y.,  he  becoming 
familiar  with  farm  pursuits  and  studying  his  lessons 
in  the  district  school.  When  a  lad  thirteen  years  of 
ao-e,  in  1846,  he  accompanied  his  uncle,  Joseph  Rice, 
to  this  county,  and  thereafter  ^^  paddled  his  own 
canoe."  He  commenced  learning  the  trade  of  stone- 
mason at  the  age  of  seventeen  years,  under  the  in- 
struction of  Mr.  Ilile,  one  of  the  pioneer  masons  of 
this  section.  Upon  attaining  his  majority  young 
Rice  began  business  on  his  own  account  as  a  con- 
tractor and  builder,  which  business  he  has  been  en- 
gaged in,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  years,  up  to 
the  present  time.  It  seemed  a  calling  to  which  he 
was  particularly  adapted,  and  in  which  he  gained  a 
large  measure  of  success. 

After  the  outbreak  of  the  Rebellion  Mr.  Rice  en- 
tered the  Union  Army  as  a  member  of  the  band  in 
the  11th  Michigan  Regiment,  which  was  subse- 
quently disbanded  by  order  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment. Failing  to  serve  his  country  in  this  capacity 
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he  became  a  member  of  a  brigade,  and  served  there- 
after in  the  ranks  until  the  close  of  the  war.  He 
participated  in  many  of  the  important  engagements 
which  followed,  and  was  wounded  before  Atlanta 
in  Jul3\  1864,  by  a  stray  ball,  which  struck  him  in 
the  back,  passed  through  his  right  lung  and  lodged 
in  his  clothing.  He  still  has  the  bail  in  his  posses- 
sion. He  was  sent  to  the  hospital  at  Jefferson,  Ind., 
where  he  remained  until  the  surrender  of  Lee,  and 
was  mustered  out  in  June,  1865.  He  has  never 
been  able  to  perform  manual  labor  since  being 
wounded. 

Upon  leaving  the  army  Mr.  Rice  returned  to 
Three  Rivers  and  resumed  his  former  business  as  a 
builder  and  contractor,  which  he  followed  almost 
continuously  up  to  1884,  and  then  retired.  He 
was  married  in  the  nineteenth  year  of  his  age,  in 
1852,  to  Miss  Harriet,  daughter  of  John  Neuman. 
This  lady  was  born  in  Lewisburg,  Pa.,  April  2, 1833. 
They  became  the  parents  of  three  children,  two  of 
whom  are  living:  Dan,  a  resident  of  Fabius,  this 
county,  and  Elizabeth,  the  wife  of  Robert  Craw- 
ford, of  Kansas  City,  Mo.  P^stella  met  with  a  most 
painful  death,  by  burning,  in  1862,  when  eight 
years  old. 

Mr.  Rice  is  a  stanch  supi  orter  of  Greenback 
principles.  He  has  been  quite  prominent  in  local 
affairs,  representing  the  Third  Ward  in  the  City 
Council  several  terms,  serving  as  Deputy  Sheriff 
two  years  under  Charles  Coddington,  was  Under 
Sheriff  of  St.  Joseph  County  four  years,  and  is 
Deputy  Game  and  Fish  Warden  at  the  present  time. 
Socially,  he  belongs  to  the  Masonic  fraternity  and 
the  G.  A.  R. 


^^  RS.  LYDIA  BAUM,  widow  of  John  Baum, 
is  one  of  the  oldest  residents  of  this  part  of 
the  State  of  Michigan,  having  lived  in  the 
town  of  Lockport,  St.  Joseph  County,  for 
more  than  fifty-one  years,  coming  here  with  her 
parents  in  April,  1837.  Her  husband  came  in  the 
year  1836,  prior  to  that.  The  latter  was  born  in 
Chester  County,  Pa.,  Nov.  23,  1811,  and  died  Nov. 
14,  1888,  lacking  but  a  few  days  of  completing  his 
seventy-seventh  year.  He  lived  in  his  native 
county  until  his  twenty-sixth  year,  when  he  deter- 


mined to  try  his  fortunes  in  the  then  Territory  of 
Michigan.  He  had  learned  the  trade  of  shoemak- 
ing,  but  on  coming  West  became  a  farmer,  enter- 
ing 160  acres  of  land  in  Cass  County,  which  he 
subsequently  exchanged  for  a  farm  of  160  acres 
in  Lockport  Township,  near  Three  Rivers  in  St. 
Joseph  County,  to  which  he  added  eighty  acres  by 
purchase.  He  also  became  the  owner,  in  partner- 
ship with  a  Mr.  Brower,  of  a  farm  of  forty  acres 
about  two  miles  south  of  Three  Rivers. 

About  this  time  Mr.  Baum  was  married,  March 
10,  1839,  and  the  young  couple  began  housekeep- 
ing on  the  40-acre  place.  There  they  lived  but  for 
six  months,  when  they  removed  to  Three  Rivers,  in 
what  is  now  the  Second  Ward,  and  near  where  his 
widow  now  lives,  and  where  he  himself  died.  In 
this  place  they  lived  for  about  two  and  a  half  years, 
during  which  time  and  afterward  he  was  Constable 
and  Collector.  Giving  up  their  village  residence, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Baum  in  1842  went  to  live  on  their 
own  farm  in  Lockport  Township,  and  there  they 
remained  until  March,  1885,  when  Mr.  Baum  retired 
from  active  life,  and  bought  and  rebuilt  the  hand- 
some and  commodious  residence  in  which  he  spent 
the  remainder  of  his  days. 

Mr.  Baum  was  a  prominent  and  highly  respected 
citizen  of  Lockport  Township,  and  was  often  called 
upon  to  hold  positions  of  trust  and  responsibility. 
In  addition  to  the  offices  already  mentioned  he  was 
at  different  times  Supervisor  of  the  township,  hold- 
ing that  office  eleven  years  in  all.  Once  he  w^as 
elected  Justice  of  the  Peace,  but  never  qualified. 
He  had  also  held  other  minor  positions.  He  w^as  a 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  in  that 
body  was  held  in  high  esteem,  and  was  a  Trustee  of 
the  church  in  Three  Rivers  at  the  time  of  its  erec- 
tion. He  was  an  upright,  conscientious  man, 
straightforward  in  all  his  words  and  acts,  and  was 
universally  esteemed  and  respected  in  the  community 
of  which  for  so  many  years  he  had  been  a  member. 
His  death  deprived  his  widow  and  children  of  a  de- 
voted husband  and  faithful  parent. 

On  March  10,  1839,  Mr.  Baum  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Lydia  Jane  Spencer,  who 
was  a  native  of  Wayne  County,  N.  Y.,  and  born 
Jan.  26,  1823,  her  parents  being  Asa  and  Betsy 
Spencer,  who  were  natives  respectively  of  Connect- 
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icut  and  Vermont.  In  1837  the  family  came  to 
Michigan,  settling  on  a  farm  near  Three  Rivers, 
where  the  father  died,  the  mother  going  to  Iowa 
with  one  of  her  sons,  and  dying  in  that  State. 

Mr.  and  Mrs  Baum  were  the  parents  of  six  chil- 
dren, namely:  Elizabeth  Ann,  born  Jan.  5,  1840, 
who  is  the  wife  of  Charles  Smith,  a  resident  farmer 
of  Walworth  County,  Dak.;  George  S.,  born  June 
11,  1842,  is  married  to  Susan  Casper,  and  is  also  a 
farmer,  living  in  Hutchinson  County,  Dak.;  he  en- 
listed in  the  Uth  Michigan  Infantry  in  1862,  in 
Company  E,  of  which  his  uncle,  Henry  N.  Spencer, 
was  Captain,  and  served  for  the  entire  term  of 
three  years,  taking  part  in  many  of  the  most  des- 
perate battles  in  the  Southwest,  but  was  fortunately 
never  wounded,  although  his  health  has  been  under- 
mined by  the  hardships  endured.  William  Penn 
was  born  Aug.  2,  1844,  and  was  likewise  in  the 
Union  service,  serving  in  the  navy  on  the  Missis- 
sippi, enlisting  Feb.  22,  1862,  and  dying  on  the 
gunboat  ''Judge  Torrance,"  Aug.  17,  1862,  an- 
other martyr  for  his  country;  Henry  N.  was  born 
Nov.  25,  1846,  and  died  Oct.  26,  1849;  Charles  A., 
born  June  12,  1851,  is  married  to  Mary  Miller,  a  na- 
tive of  Iowa,  and  lives  in  the  house  with  his 
mother,  in  Three  Rivers;  John  Franklin,  born 
April  10,  1853,  is  married  to  Hinlinda  AnnStryker, 
and  is  a  resident  of  the  Second  Ward  in  Three 
Rivers. 

The  family  is  one  of  the  most  respected  in  the 
county,  and  the  heads  of  it  have  always  been  looked 
up  to  in  the  community.  Mrs.  Baum,  like  her 
worthy  husband,  has  been  for  more  than  forty 
years  a  consistent  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  and  is  now  enjoying  the  fruits  of  a  well- 
spent  life,  and  calmly  awaiting  the  summons  that 
will  call  her  to  rejoin  her  loved  companion  of  nearly 
half    a  century. 


y)HITMAN  E.  CLARK,  M.  D.,  homeopathic 
physician  at  Three  Rivers,  has  been  a  full 
fledged  member  of  the  medical  profession 
for  a  period  of  fifteen  years,  having  been  regularly 
graduated  from  the  Hahnemann  Medical  College  of 
Chicago,  III.,  on  the  21st  of  March,  1873.     He  had 
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practiced,  however,  several  years  previously,  but 
took  a  course  in  this  institution  in  accordance  with 
the  new  laws  relating  to  members  of  the  profession 
in  Illinois  and  other  Western  States. 

Dr.  Clark  was  born  in  the  city  of  IngersoU,  Can- 
ada, March  23,  1851,  and  is  the  son  of  Moses  C. 
and  Lucy  A.  (Easty)  Clark,  who  were  natives  of 
New  Brunswick,  and  are  now  residents  of  Detroit. 
Their  family  consisted  of  seven  children.  The 
boyhood  of  Whitman  E.  was  passed  in  his  native 
city,  where  he  attended  the  public  school,  and  being 
graduated  from  this  entered  the  Canadian  Literary 
Institute  at  Woodstock,  where  he  prosecuted  his 
studies  for  two  years.  He  then  became  a  student 
of  medicine  in  the  office  of  his  two  brothers  at 
Aylmer,and  upon  leaving  here  entered  Hahnemann 
College. 

Our  subject  was  first  located  at  Three  Rivers  in 
1872.  After  receiving  his  college  diploma  he  re- 
turned, and  associated  himself  in  partnership  with 
Dr.  E.  B.  Graham,  which  continued  eighteen  months. 
Dr.  Clark  then  removed  to  Centreville,  this  county, 
where  he  conducted  a  very  successful  practice  four 
years,  and  at  the  end  of  this  time  returned  to  Three 
Rivers,  which  has  since  been  his  home,  and  where 
he  has  established  a  large  and  lucrative  practice 
both  in  town  and  country.  On  the  1st  of  Decem- 
ber, 1887,  the  firm  of  Drs.  Clark  &  Chaffee  came 
into  existence,  and  is  still  operative. 

The  members  of  the  State  Homeopathic  Society 
elected  Dr.    Clark  Vice  President  of  their    associa- 
tion in  1878,  and  he  holds  the  office  of  President  of 
the  Southwestern  Michigan    Homeopathic  Society. 
He  is  a  Mason    of    high  standing,    being  Eminent 
Commander  of    the  Knights  Templars,  Chancellor 
Commander  of  the   Knights  of    Pythias,   and  has 
passed    all  the  Chairs  in  the  L   O.  O.  F.     A   few 
years  after  being  graduated  from  Hahnemann  Col- 
lege there  was  conferred  upon  him  by  the  Chicago 
Homeopathic  College  the  honorary  degree  of  M.  D. 
He  has  accumulated  a  handsome   property  entirely 
by  his  own   efforts  and   good  management.     He  is 
one  of  the  principal  owners  of  the  Magnetic  Springs 
and  Sanitarium  located  on  Flint  avenue.     This  in- 
stitution was  remodeled  and  refitted  in  1887,  and  has 
become  a  popular  resort  for  the  afflicted,  the  waters 
of  the  springs  containing  many  healing  properties. 
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Dr.  Clark  has  been  twice  married,  his  first  wife 
having  been  Miss  Sula  Davis,  of  Aylmer,  Canada, 
by  whom  he  had  one  daughter.  Mrs.  Clark  died 
Sept.  27,  1878.  The  present  wife  of  Our  subject, 
to  whom  he  was  married  in  Centre ville,  this  county, 
Oct.  13,  1880,  was  formerly  Miss  Ella,  daughter  of 
John  Wolf,  Esq.,  of  that  place.  They  occupy  a 
pleasant  home  in  the  central  part  of  the  city,  and 
are  held  in  high  esteem  in  its  social  circles. 


;|  J^;ARREN  D.  PETTTI,  a  prominent  farmer 
\rJ//-  of  Lockport  Township,  and  in  good  circum- 
VW  stances,  settled  on  the  land  which  he  now 
occupies  nearly  thirty  years  ago,  in  the  fall  of  1859, 
owning  it  since  1855.  He  has  been  a  lifelong  ag- 
riculturist, excepting  about  thirty  years  when  he 
carried  on  a  carriage  works,  and  his  career  has  been 
that  of  a  public-spirited  and  praiseworthy  citizen, 
who  has  accomplished  much  in  a  quiet  way,  having 
a  good  influence  upon  the  community  around  him, 
and  contribnting  his  quota  as  he  has  had  opportu- 
nity to  its  general  advancement.  The  son  of  William 
Pettit,  he  was  born  in  Benton  Township,  Yates  Co., 
N.  Y.,  Oct.  14,  1812,  and  spent  his  boyhood  and 
youth  on  his  father's  farm.  His  education  was  con- 
ducted in  the  common  school,  and  he  remained  a 
member  of  the  parental  household  until  after  the 
decease  of  his  father,  which  occurred  in  his  fifty- 
sixth  year. 

William  Pettit  w^as  born  in  Canaan  Township, 
State  of  Connecticut,  in  1770,  and  in  early  manhood 
removed  to  Yates  County,  N.  Y.,  locating  on  a  tract 
of  land  in  Benton  Township,  wliere  he  built  up  a 
good  homestead  and  spent  the  remainder  of  his 
life.  In  the  Empire  State  he  was  married  to  Mrs. 
Delilah  Bateman,  who  was  a  native  of  New  York, 
and  the  daughter  of  Ezra  Cole,  and  they  became 
the  parents  of  five  children.  Of  these  Warren  D., 
our  subject,  w^as  the  eldest  born  by  his  mother's 
second  marriage,  and  he  is  the  only  survivor  of  his 
family  with  the  exception  of  a  half-sister,  Mrs.  Amy 
Draper,  who  is  a  resident  of  Benton  Center,  N.  Y., 
and  who  is  now  eighty-two  years  of  age. 

Young  Pettit  after  the  death  of  his  father,  leav- 


ing the  farm,  repaired  to  the  town  of  Wheeler, 
Steuben  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  began  an  apprenticeship  at 
the  trade  of  wagon  maker,  under  the  instruction  of 
John  Burnside.  He  was  then  a  lad  of  fourteen 
years,  and  remained  in  the  employ  of  Mr.  Burnside 
for  three  and  one-half  years,  returning  to  Benton 
Center  when  about  eighteen  years  of  age.  He  pur- 
sued his  trade  for  nearly  four  years  thereafter,  with 
such  good  results  that  he  was  enabled  to  purchase 
the  well-regulated  wagon  manufactory  of  Horace 
Holmes,  and  carried  on  the  business  until  about 
1837.  In  the  fall  of  that  year,  deciding  on  casting 
his  lot  with  the  pioneers  of  Indiana,  he  repaired  to 
Mishawaka,  St.  Joseph  County,  where  he  carried 
on  a  wagon  factory  until  the  spring  of  1842.  He 
then  came  to  Michigan,  settling  at  Three  Rivers, 
which  at  that  time  was  but  a  small  hamlet.  He  was 
the  pioneer  wagon  manufacturer  of  the  place,  and 
conducted  a  prosperous  business  until  the  fall  of 
1859.  Then,  desirous  of  changing  his  occupation, 
he  secured  land  in  Lockport  Township  on  section 
29,  and  from  that  time  on  until  the  present  has 
given  his  attention  exclusively  to  farm  pursuits. 

Mr.  Pettit  was  married  at  Liberty  Corners,  in 
Steuben  County,  N.  Y.,  April  9, 1835,  to  Miss  Caro- 
line M.,  daughter  of  James  and  Anna  Coon,  who 
were  natives  of  New  Hampshire.  The  mother  died 
at  the  home  of  her  son  Charles  J.,  at  Elkhart, 
Ind.,  in  August,  1886.  James  Coon  departed 
this  life  at  the  home  of  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Pet- 
tit,  in  Three  Rivers,  in  the  fall  of  1853,  at  the 
age  of  fifty-six  years.  Mrs.  Pettit  was  born  in 
Steuben  County,  N.  Y.,  June  1,  1817.  Of  her 
union  with  our  subject  there  were  born  nine  chil- 
dren, five  of  whom  are  living.  The  eldest  of  these,  a 
son,  Charles  P.,  is  conducting  a  drug-store  at  Elraira, 
N.  Y. ;  George  W.  is  an  expert  machinist,  and 
makes  his  home  in  Elkhart,  Ind. ;  Mary  Ettie  is  the 
wife  of  Dr.  C.  A.  Hughes,  and  they  are  living  in 
Spokane  Falls,  W.  T. ;  both  the  Doctor  and  his 
wife  are  graduates  of  Hahnemann  College,  Chicago. 
Henry  P.  obtained  an  excellent  education,  and  is  a 
young  man  of  more  than  ordinary  ability;  he, 
however,  has  chosen  farming  for  his  occupation, 
and  married  Miss  Eva  M.  Fulkerson,  who  is  now 
dead,  leaving  one  child,  Ettie  M.,  who  makes  her 
home  with  her  grandparents  Pettit.     He  is  living 
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in  Lockport  Township.  Minnie  E.  also  took  kindly 
to  her  books,  and  completed  her  education  in  the 
High  School  at  Flint;  she  makes  her  home  with  her 
parents. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pettit  are  people  held  in  high  es- 
teem, and  members  in  good  standing  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church.  The  farm  is  pleasantly  located 
and  well  improved,  and  with  its  appurtenances 
forms  one  of  the  most  complete  homes  in  Lockport 
Township.  Our  subject  has  been  prominent  in  local 
affairs,  and  held  the  office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace. 
He  comes  of  excellent  ancestry,  and  his  honored 
father  during  the  War  of  1812  evinced  his  patriot- 
ism by  shouldering  his  musket  and  assisting  in  driv- 
ing the  aggressive  Briton  from  American  soil. 
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ylLLIAM  H.  SMITH.    Next  to  the  dread  of 
dissolution  is  the  dread  of  being  forgotten. 
The  surest  manner  in  wiiicli  we  can  pre- 
vent this  calamity  is  by  strict  adherence  to  duty,  by 
lives  of  charity  and  kindness,  and  doing  good  unto 
our    fellowmen  as  we  have  the  opportunity.     The 
subject  of  this  record,  although  deceased  a  period 
of  over  eighteen  years,  is   still   affectionately   re- 
membered by  his  family  and  friends,  who  take  this 
method  of  perpetuating  his  name  and  his  kindly 
deeds.     He  came  to  St.  Joseph  County  during  tlie 
period  of  its  early  settlement,  in  1838,  journeying 
from  his  native  State  of  Pennsylvania  in  company 
with  the  family  of  Robert  Ainsley,  when  a  young 
man  tw^enty-three  years  of  age.     He  located  for  a 
time  in  Allegan  County,  and  w^as  employed  in  a 
sawmill  about  six  months,  then  coming  to   Men- 
don,  this  county,  commenced  lumbering,  w^hich  he 
prosecuted  three  years.    He  finally  took  up  his  resi- 
dence in  Lockport  Township,  and  was  employed  by 
Washington  Gaskin  on  his  farm.    In  the  meantime 
he  also  assisted  in  the  transportation  of  flour  by 
rafts  down  the  St.  Joseph  River,  and  such  were  his 
skill  and  success  that  he  was  familiarly   known  as 
Capt.  Smith  thereafter. 

Capt.  Smith  made  his  first  purchase  of  land  in 
Lockport  Township  in  1845,  taking  up  eighty  acres 
from  the  Government  on  section  16.  He  paid  for 
this  at  the  rate  of  11.25  per  acre,  and  after  he  had 


improved  his  first  purchase  added  to  his  landed 
estate  until  he  had  200  acres,  all  of  which,  with  the 
exception  of  forty  acres,  was  purchased  from  the 
Government.  He  brought  160  acres  of  this  to  a 
good  state  of  cultivation,  building  up  a  good  home- 
stead, where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life. 
His  death  occurred  April  12,  1870,  after  having 
been  ill  but  six  days,  of  peunmonia.  He  was  born 
in  Belvidere,  N.  J.,  in  1818,  and  when  a  little  child 
three  years  of  age  was  taken  by  his  parents  to  Pike 
County,  Pa.,  where  he  was  reared  to  man's  estate 
and  received  his  education  in  the  common  schools. 
He  followed  lumbering  in  Pennsylvania  until  com- 
ing to  the  West. 

John  Smith,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  New  York  State,  and  lived  there  until  changing 
his  residence  to  Belvidere,  N.  J.,  and  then  to  Pike 
County,  Pa.  He  only  lived  to  be  middle-aged,  dy- 
ing in  Pike  County  at  the  age  of  forty-five  years. 
He  married  Miss  Elizabeth  Chanlberlin,  a  native  of 
Belvidere,  N.  J.,  and  who,  after  the  death  of  her 
husband,  removed  to  Illinois  and  made  her  home 
wdth  her  youngest  daughter,  Mrs.  Olive  Court- 
wright,  at  Galva,  where  she  died  at  the  age  of  sev- 
enty vears.  The  parental  family  consisted  of  six 
daughters  and  two  sons,  all  of  whom  grew  to  ma- 
ture years,  were  married  and  reared  families.  None 
of  these  died  under  forty  years  of  age.  The  sur- 
vivors are  residents  mostly  of  Illinois  and  Penn- 
sylvania. 

William  II.  Smith  was  married  in  Lockport,  this 
county,   March   19,    1850,    to   Miss    Margaret    A., 
daughter  of  James   L.   and   Elizabeth  (Paul)  Gra- 
ham. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Graham  were  natives  of  Wash- 
ington County,  N.  Y.,  and  came  to  the  West  about 
1840.    The  father  engaged  in  farming,  and  died  in 
Lockport  Township,  this   county,    at   the  age   of 
forty-tw^o  years.   The  mother  survived  her  husband 
a  long  period,  remaining  a  widow,  and  living  to  be 
eighty-two  years  old.     Their  children,  twelve  in 
number,  lived  to  be  men  and  women  with  one  ex- 
ception, and  ten  still  survive.    Mrs.  Smith  was  the 
third  child  of  the  family  and  of  her  union  with 
our  subject  there  were  born   four  children.     Sarah 
E.  died  at  the  old  homestead  when  thirty-one  years 
of  age;   William  died  when  a  child  of  two  years; 
Ao-nes  J.   is  the  wife  of   Lewis  Collisi,  a  grocer  of 
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Topeka,  Kan.  Elbridge  II.  was  born  in  Lockport 
Township,  July  11,  1867,  and  was  a  lad  who  took 
kindly  to  his  books,  passing  through  the  graded 
school,  and  taking  a  commercial  course  in  the  sem- 
inary at  Three  Rivers.  He  was  occupied  as  a  clerk 
one  year  in  Topeka,  and  has  made  three  trips  over 
the  Western  country,  sojourning  in  Leadville,  Col., 
at  one  time  six  months.  He  is  now  operating  the 
old  homestead  one  and  one-half  miles  from  Three 
Rivers. 

Mr.  Smith  identified  himself  with  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  in  1850,  and  was  prominent 
among  its  councils,  officiating  as  Steward  and  Trus- 
tee, and  contributing  liberally  to  its  support.  Mrs. 
Smith  united  with  this  church  at  the  same  time  as 
her  husband,  and  her  daughter  Sarah  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  same  at  the  time  of  her  death. 
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11  UCAS  THEURER  is  a  successful  farmer  and 
(j^  stock-raiser  of  Fabius  Township,  where,  on 
L^  section  16,  he  owns  one  of  the  finest  farms 
in  this  part  of  St.  Joseph  County.  He  is  a  German 
by  birth,  having  been  born  in  Wittenberg,  Ger- 
many, Oct.  9,  1825.  His  parents  were  George  and 
Anna  M.  (Seyboldt)  Theurer.  Both  lived  and 
died  in  AYittenberg. 

Our  subject  is  one  of  the  younger  members  of  a 
family  of  eight  children,  and  has  one  sister  and  two 
brothers  living  in  Germany.  He  received  a  sub- 
stantial education  in  the  excellent  schools  of  the 
Fatherland,  and  a  careful  training  as  a  farmer  from 
his  father.  He  grew  to  be  a  vigorous,  enterprising, 
ambitious  young  man,  and,  desirous  of  seeing 
something  more  of  the  world  than  was  embraced 
in  his  native  place,  and  to  try  his  fortunes  in 
America,  the  Mecca  of  so  many  of  his  countrymen, 
in  1848,  when  he  was  about  twenty-two  years  of 
age,  he  came  to  this  country.  For  awhile  he  lived 
in  New  York  with  a  brother,  and  farmed  for  a  liv- 
ing. He  returned  to  Germany  to  visit  his  old 
home  in  1851,  and  after  staying  awhile  among  his 
old  friends,  he  came  back  to  the  United  States,  and 
was  married,  April  12,  1852,  to  Miss  Barbara  Stein- 
hilber,  who  has  been  to  him  a  devoted  wife,  and  has 
done  her  share  in  accumulating  the  property  which 


will  enable  them  to  pass  their  remaining  years  in 
ease  and  comfort.  To  this  worthy  couple  have 
been  born  ten  children,  three  sons  and  seven  daugh- 
ters, namely:  Augustus,  Louisa  (now  Mrs.  Warren 
Smith),  Adolphus,  Mary,  Emma,  George,  Cornelia, 
Rosa,  Nettie  and  Polly. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Theurer  settled  in  New 
York,  and  worked  hard  to  obtain  a  comfortable 
home  for  himself  and  his  wife,  but  in  this  he  was 
unfortunate,  and  linally  lost  all  his  hard  earnings. 
He  was  in  the  employ  of  Gov.  Throop,  of  New 
York,  who,  finding  him  faithful  and  trustworthy, 
placed  his  large  farm  in  this  State  under  his  care, 
and  he  removed  here  in  1855.  He  managed  the 
Governor's  farm  with  great  success,  and  to  his  em- 
ployer's entire  satisfaction.  He  continued  to  super- 
intend that  property  until  1858,  when  the  Governor 
sold  it.  Mr.  Theurer  then  moved  to  Three  Rivers, 
where  he  established  himself  in  the  butcher  busi- 
ness, but  this  venture  did  not  prove  to  be  a  very 
prosperous  one,  and  he  failed.  He  continued 
in  the  same  business,  however,  in  Three  Rivers, 
working  in  the  employ  of  others  for  six  years. 
That  did  not  suit  his  independent  spirit,  and  he 
subsequently  turned  his  attention  to  the  calling 
to  which  he  had  been  reared,  and  bought  a  farm  of 
ninety-four  acres,  on  which  he  has  ever  since  re- 
sided. After  that  Mr.  Theurer  became  his  brother 
Philip's  heir;  he  having  been  a  soldier  in  the  Civil 
War,  was  shot  at  the  battle  of  Resaca,  and  dying 
from  the  effects  of  his  wound,  had  willed  all  of  his 
property  to  his  brother  Lucas,  our  subject.  This 
was  a  great  help  to  the  latter,  and  enabled  him 
to  buy  his  present  farm.  By  unremitting  and  well- 
directed  toil,  he  has  improved  this  to  a  first-class 
place,  with  as  good  buildings  as  are  to  be  found 
within  the  limits  of  St.  Joseph  County,  with  a  fine 
orchard  of  five  acres,  and  his  land  all  under  excel- 
lent tillage,  all  showing  him  to  be  a  practical, 
wide-awake  man,  employing  the  best  methods  of 
conducting  agriculture. 

Although  Mr.  Theurer  is  of  foreign  birth,  this 
Government  has  no  more  loyal  citizen  than  he  has 
proved  himself  to  be  during  the  course  of  the  forty 
years  that  have  elapsed  since  he  first  came  to  make 
his  home  in  this  country.  His  honest  and  upright 
character  has  won  for  him  the  unalloyed  esteem  of 
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all  in  the  community.  In  his  domestic  relations  he 
is  all  that  a  devoted  husband  and  loving  father 
should  be,  and  takes  great  pleasure  in  his  family, 
thinking  that  while  others  may  have  more  dollars 
and  cents,  they  are  no  richer  than  he.  Mr.  Theurer 
is  a  prominent  member  of  the  Reformed  Church  at 
Three  Rivers,  of  which  he  was  one  of  the  organ- 
izers, and  is  now  one  of  its  Elders;  his  family  are 
likewise  members  of  that  church.  Mr.  Theurer 
also  takes  a  great  interest  in  educational  and  politi- 
cal matters.  He  has  been  for  a  long  time  a  member 
of  the  School  Board,  and  has  filled  the  office  of 
School  Inspector  two  terms.  He  has  served  as  Jus- 
tice of  the  Peace  one  term,  and  has  been  a  member 
of  the  Central  Committee  of  the  Greenback  party, 
whose  principles  he  upholds,  although  he  is  inde- 
pendent in  his  political  views.  He  was  Highway 
Commissioner  one  term.  Upon  the  organization  of 
the  Corey  Grange,  in  1873,  he  became  one  of  its 
charter  members,  and  held  several  offices  in  that 
Grange;  later  lie  demitted,  and  joined  the  River- 
side Grange,  and  for  seven  years  was  Chaplain  of 
that  organization,  also  was  Marshal  for  one  year, 
and  is  now  serving  his  second  term  as  Steward.  He 
is  likewise  a  member  of  the  Pomona  County 
Grange  No.  4,  of  St.  Joseph  County,  and  for  sev- 
eral years  held  official  positions  in  that  organization. 
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^  ACOB  KERN.  The  National  Hotel  at  Three 
Rivers,  of  which  the  subject  of  this  sketch  is 
the  present  proprietor,  is  one  of  the  rpost 
popular  institutions  of  its  kind  in  St.  Joseph 
County.  It  requires  no  little  tact,  forethought  and 
business  ability  to  conduct  successfully  a  public 
house.  That  Mr.  Kern  possesses  these  in  a  marked 
degree  is  evident  by  the  success  which  has  attended 
his  labors  and  efforts,  and  under  his  careful  super- 
vision the  hotel  is  the  source  of  a  handsome  income, 
and  has  become  valuable. 

Essentially  an  Ohio  man,  our  subject  was  born  in 
Seneca  County,  that  State,  March  16,  1845,  and  is 
the  son  of  Yost  and  Mary  (Romig)  Kern,  both  of 
whom  were  natives  of  that  part  of  Snyder  County, 
Pa.,  which  has  since  been  erected  into  the  county 


of  Union.  On  both  sides  of  the  house  the  family 
were  of  German  ancestry.  Yost  and  Mary  Kern 
was  married  in  1834,  and  the  year  following,  leav- 
ing the  Keystone  State,  took  up  their  abode  in 
Thompson  Township,  Seneca  Co.,  Ohio,  where  the 
father  purchased  land  in  the  forest.  Years  of  hard 
labor  were  required  to  clear  this  and  bring  it  to  a 
state  of  cultivation,  but  the  elder  Kern  was  well 
equipped  with  the  perseverance  and  resolution 
banded  down  to  him  from  his  ancestry,  and  in  the 
course  of  a  dozen  years  or  so  had  reason  to  regard 
his  labors  with  satisfaction.  He  now  sold  out  at  a 
fair  profit,  and  purchased  another  farm  in  the  same 
township. 

In  1858  the  father  of  our  subject  disposed  of  his 
property  again  and  purchased  in  Adams  Township, 
in  the  same  county.  He  made  considerable  money 
by  these  various  operations,  but  in  1862  disposed  of 
all  his  interests  in  the  Buckeye  State,  and  with  his 
wife  and  family  came  to  Michigan,  locating  in 
Lockport  Township,  this  county,  about  two  miles 
north  of  Three  Rivers.  He  was  always  ready  to 
sell  or  trade  to  advantage,  and  was  a  good  judge 
of  property.  In  1867  he  disposed  of  his  first  pur- 
chase and  bought  a  farm  in  Fabius  Township.  He 
then  retired  from  active  labor  a  couple  of  years, 
leaving  the  farm  in  the  hands  of  his  son  Jacob. 
Town  life,  how^ever,  was  not  suited  to  his  active 
temperament,  and  later  we  find  him  in  possession  of 
another  farm  in  Kalamazoo  County,  to  which  he 
removed  and  lived  upon  a  few  years.  He  then 
made  another  change,  selling  once  more,  and  buying 
another  farm  near  Howard  City,  in  Montcalm 
County,  where,  however,  he  remained  but  one  year. 
Thence  he  removed  to  Vicksburg,  Kalamazoo 
County,  and  shortly  after  buying  a  farm  southw^est 
of  that  place,  made  this  his  home  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  when  he  lacked  but  one  day  of 
completing  his  seventy-seventh  year. 

The*  father  of  our  subject  possessed  remarka- 
bly fine  business  qualifications,  and  at  one  period 
of  his  life  was  the  owner  of  a  large  amount  of 
property.  His  great  good  nature,  however,  and 
his  trust  in  those  whom  he  believed  to  be  his  friends, 
together  with  his  willingness  at  all  times  to  oblige, 
caused  him  many  severe  losses,  by  becoming  surety. 
At   one  time   he  lost    in  this  manner   the  sum    of 
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$le5,000.  This  resulted  in  placing  him  in  a  position 
of  comparative  poverty  during  the  last  years  of  his 
life,  but  he  possessed  hosts  of  friends,  who,  had  it  been 
necessary,  would  never  have  allowed  him  to  want. 
He  was  a  good  neighbor  and  upright  citizen,  and 
for  man}^  years  a  member  of  the  Reformed  Church. 


<|  j^lLLIAM  H.  GARDNER,  editor  and  pro- 
\\JiJf  prietor  of  the  St.  Joseph  County  Repub- 
\^yfl  lican,  and  located  at  Centre ville,  although 
having  been  only  a  brief  time  resident  of  this  place, 
has  already  established  himself  in  the  esteem  and 
confidence  of  its  citizens.  He  is  a  gentleman  of 
good  ability  and  of  excellent  family,  a  native  of 
Steuben  County,  N.  Y.,  and  born   March  15,  1830. 

Hiram  Gardner,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Bristol  County,  R.  I.,  whence  he  removed 
to  Steuben  County,  N.  Y.,  when  it  was  a  wilder- 
ness. He  constructed  a  comfortable  homestead  after 
years  of  industrious  labor,  and  there  spent  the  last 
years  of  his  life.  The  wife  of  his  youth  was  Miss 
Sarah  Patchen,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  two 
children;  both  are  living,  the  brother  residing  at 
Cooper's  Plains,  N.  Y. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  grew  up  amid  the 
scenes  of  pioneer  life  in  the  Empire  State,  receiv- 
ing such  education  as  the  imperfect  school  system 
of  that  day  afforded.  His  education  was  carried  on 
mostly  during  the  winter  season,  while  the  balance 
of  the  year  he  made  himself  useful  around  the  home- 
stead, manufacturing  rails  and  shingles,  driving 
oxen,  and  utilizing  himself  in  wiiatever  manner  re- 
quired. When  out  of  school  he  by  no  means  neg- 
lected his  books,  making  a  practice  of  reading  as 
time  and  opportunity  presented.  At  the  age  of 
nineteen  years  he  commenced  teaching,  and  offici- 
ated thereafter  as  a  pedagogue  for  a  period  of  more 
than  twenty  years.  Leaving  his  native  State  in  the 
spring  of  1856,  he  migrated  to  Lee  County,  111., 
where  he  employed  himself  in  farming  and  teach- 
ing, and  became  a  prominent  citizen  in  connection 
with  educational  affairs.  He  was  twice  elected 
Superintendent  of  Schools.  During  the  war  he  got 
out  timber  for  the  United  States  Government,  and 
upon  one  occasion   seven  days  from   the  time  the 


trees  stood  in  the  forest  a  bridge  was  made  of  them, 
spanning  a  river  in  Tennessee. 

Mr.  Gardner  has  been  engaged  in  the  newspaper 
work  since  1866,  being  formerly  part  owner  of  the 
Grand  Rapids  Democrat.  He  withdrew  from  this 
to  enter  the  office  of  H.  N.  F.  Lewis,  publisher  of 
the  Westei^n  Rural^  at  Chicago,  and  took  the  first 
order  for  advertising  for  that  paper,  nailing  up  the 
first  office  sign  of  that  paper  in  Chicago.  He  con- 
ducted the  affairs  of  this  office  one  year,  when  the 
main  office  was  removed  from  Detroit  to  Chicago, 
and  Mr.  Gardner  became  traveling  correspondent 
and  editor.  Later  he  was  connected  with  the  Hu- 
mane Journal  for  a  period  of  eleven  years.  He 
purchased  his  present  paper,  the  Republican,  in  May, 
1888,  of  which  he  took  charge  in  July  following. 
It  is  a  spicy  six-column  octavo,  devoted  to  the  in- 
terests of  the  county  and  Republican  party. 

The  marriage  of  William  H.  Gardner  and  Miss 
Margaret  Holmes  was  celebrated  in  Homer,  N.  Y., 
Dec.  31,  1855.  This  lady  was  the  daughter  of 
Amasa  Holmes,  of  Homer,  and  of  her  union  with 
our  subject  there  wxre  born  two  children,  one  of 
whom,  Frances,  became  the  wife  of  William  Chad- 
band,  Superintendent  of  Rose  Hill  Cemetery;  they 
reside  in  the  beautiful  suburb  of  Rogers  Park,  near 
Chicago.  Mrs.  Margaret  (Holmes)  Gardner  de- 
parted tills  life  at  her  home  in  Rogers  Park,  March 
2,  1888.  She  was  a  lady  highly  esteemed  by  her 
acquaintances,  a  member  in  good  standing  of  the 
Baptist  Church,  and  an  active  Christian  worker. 


I^nEWTON  H.  BARNARD,  lawyer.  Three 
jjj  Rivers,  Mich.,  was  born  at  Lyndonville, 
Mi  N.  Y.,  Jan.  28,  1855.  He  is  the  eldest  son 
of  Rev.  O.  Holmes  Barnard,  a  Presbyterian  minis- 
ter (now  a  resident  of  Ottaw^a,  111.),  and  Elizabeth 
(elohnson)  Barnard.  His  parents  were  both  natives 
of  Saratoga  County,  N.  Y. 

At  the  age  of  twelve  years  Mr.  Barnard  removed 
with  his  parents  to  Paw  Paw,  Mich.,  and  there  at- 
tended the  public  school  until  1872,  when  he  went 
to  Monroe,  Wis.,  and  while  there  was  graduated 
from  the  Union  School,  and  commenced  the  study 
of  law  with  Hon.  Edmund  Bartlett,  in   September, 
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1873.  He  entered  the  law  department  of  Union 
University  at  Albany,  N.  Y.,  and  on  May  5,  1874, 
was  graduated  therefrom  with  the  degree  of  LL. 
B.,  and  was  immediately  admitted  to  the  practice 
of  law  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  New  York.  Soon 
afterward  he  took  up  the  study  of  law  in  the  office 
of  John  A.  Talbot  at  Cassopolis,  Mich.,  remaining 
there  until  the  spring  of  1875,  when  he  located  at 
Ft.  Dodge,  Iowa,  and  practiced  liis  profession  until 
the  fall  of  1876,  when  lie  formed  a  copartnership 
with  Marshall  L.  Howell  and  John  R.  Carr,  under 
the  firm  name  of  Howell,  Carr  &  Barnard,  and 
commenced  the  practice  of  laAv  at  Three  Rivers, 
where  he  has  since  remained,  and  where  said  firm 
has  built  up  an  extensive  business. 

Mr.  Barnard  is  a  careful,  hard-working  man,  and 
by  his  energy  and  close  application  to  business  has 
established  an  enviable  reputation  in  his  chosen 
profession,  and  is  bound  to  rise  still  higher.  He 
has  taken  a  great  interest  in  politics,  and  has  served 
as  Village  Attorney  three  years.  Circuit  Court  Com- 
missioner of  St.  Joseph  County  two  years,  and 
School  Inspector  of  Lockport  Township  ten  years. 
In  the  fall  of  1888  he  secured  the  unanimous  nomi- 
nation of  the  Democratic  party  for  State  Senator 
for  the  Eighth  District,  comprising  Kalamazoo  and 
St.  Joseph  Counties,  making  a  strong  run  for  the 
position. 

Mr.  Barnard  is  one  of  the  Trustees  of  the  First 
Presbyterian  Church,  and  for  two  years  filled  the 
position  of  Treasurer  of  the  society.  On  May  22, 
1879,  Mr.  Barnard  was  married  to  Verna  M.,  only 
daughter  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  L.  D.  Tompkins,  of  Cass- 
opolis, and  he  now  resides  with  his  wife  in  a  pleas- 
ant cottage  on  the  corner  of  Fifth  and  East  streets; 
their  married  life  has  been  blessed  with  one  son, 
who  died  in  infancy. 


^/  OHN  M.  HOWARD,  who  has  been  a  resident 
of  Florence  Township  all  his  life,  is  a  son  of 
one  of  the  foremost  of  Michigan  pioneers, 
Orin  Howard,  who  came  to  this  county  as 
early  as  1833.  The  latter  was  born  in  Connecticut 
in  1812,  and  was  consequently  a  young  man  twenty- 
one  years  old  when  casting  his  lot  with  the  pioneers 


of  Michigan  Territory.  He  took  up  a  tract  of  land 
on  section  6  in  Florence  Township,  and  in  due  time 
secured  unto  himself  a  wife  and  helpmate,  Miss 
Cornelia  Peek,  who  was  born  in  New  York  in  1818. 
To  the  parents  of  our  subject  were  born  eight 
children,  all  of  whom  with  the  exception  of  one  son, 
Carl,  who  died  at  the  age  of  ten  years,  are  still  liv- 
ing. Maryi  J.,  the  eldest  daughter,  is  the  wife  of 
John  Tauney,  and  lives  on  a  farm  in  Florence 
Township:  Charles  E.,  also  a  farmer  of  this  town- 
ship, married  Miss  Mahala  Cloud;  Arthur  E.  H.  is 
engaged  in  the  insurance  business  at  Three  Rivers; 
Clarence  A.  married  Miss  Olie  Fulkerson,  and  is 
engaged  as  clerk  in  a  drug-store  in  Constantine; 
John  M.,  of  our  sketch,  was  the  third  child.  He 
occupies  a  part  of  the  old  homestead. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Florence 
Township,  Sept.  30,  1849,  and  spent  his  boyhood 
and  youth  amid  the  scenes  of  pioneer  life,  assisting 
his  parents  around  the  homestead  and  obtaining 
such  education  as  the  schools  of  that  day  afforded. 
At  the  age  of  twenty-two  years,  ready  to  establish 
a  home  of  his  own,  he  was  united  in  marriage,  Dec. 
3,  1871,  with  Miss  Florence  Stears,  who  was  also  a 
native  of  Florence  Township,  and  who  was  born 
Dec.  14,  1852.  Her  parents,  Samuel  and  Elizabeth 
(Pashby)  Stears,  were  natives  of  England  and  New 
York,  and  spent  their  last  years  in  Florence  Town- 
ship. Of  this  union  there  were  born  three  children  : 
Lizzie  C,  born  April  4,  1874;  Mary  J.,  Aug.  25, 
1876,  and  Evelyn,  Aug.  29,  1879.  Mr.  Howard 
carried  on  farming  successfully,  and  became  quite 
prominent  in  local  affairs,  serving  two  terms  as 
Township  Treasurer,  and  giving  his  unqualified 
support  to  the  Republican  party. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  good  people  in 
the  strictest  sense  of  the  term,  and  devout  members 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  The  father 
served  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  a  number  of  years, 
and  for  two  terras  was  elected  by  the  Republicans 
of  his  county  to  the  State  Legislature.  He  lived  to 
be  sixty-three  years  of  age,  and  after  a  well-spent 
life  died  at  the  old  homestead  in  Florence  Town- 
ship, in  1875.  The  mother  passed  away  in  Febru- 
ary, 1866.  Orin  F.  Howard  contracted  a  second 
marriage  in  1866,  with  Miss  Martha  Gray.  Her 
father  died  in  Florence  Township  at  the  age  of  sev- 
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enty-three  years.  The  mother  is  still  living  on  the 
old  homestead  on  section  7.  Of  this  union  there 
were  born  two  children,  Orin  F..  and  Elmer  G.,  who 
now  attends  the  business  college  in  Three  Rivers, 
Mich. 
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^  j^ILLIAM  L.  WORTHINGTON.  The  mer- 
cantile circles  of  St.  Joseph  County  rec- 
ognize in  the  subject  of  this  sketch  one  of 
their  most  able  and  efficient  representatives.  He 
has  been  located  in  Centreville  since  1863,  carries  a 
well-selected  stock  of  general  merchandise,  having 
his  headquarters  on  Main  street,  and  enjoys  a  gener- 
ous patronage  from  the  best  people,  both  in  town  and 
in  the  rural  districts. 

Chenango  County,  N.  Y.,  was  the  early  tramping 
ground  of  our  subject,  where  he  first  opened  his 
eyes  to  the  light  Nov.  24,  1823.  He  is  the  scion 
of  an  excellent  family,  his  parents  having  been 
Theodore  and  Eliza  (Ervin)  Worthington,  the 
father  a  native  of  Massachusetts  and  the  mother  of 
New  York  State.  Grandfather  Ervin  followed  the 
sea,  within  whose  depths  he  met  his  death  when  a 
young  man. 

After  their  marriage  the  parents  of  our  subject 
settled  in  Chenango  County,  N.  Y.,  where  the  father 
followed  his  trade  of  carpenter,  and  where  they  re- 
sided until  1836.  They  then  changed  their  resi- 
dence to  Tioga  County,  Pa.,  where  they  sojourned 
two  years,  and  upon  their  next  removal  sought  the 
young  State  of  Michigan,  locating  in  Flowerfield 
Township,  this  county.  The  father  was  stricken 
down  in  the  prime  of  life,  his  death  occurring  in 
1855.  The  mother  had  preceded  her  husband  to 
the  silent  land  in  1850.  Their  family  comprised 
six  children,  four  sons  and  two  daughters. 

Our  subject  was  a  twin  of  his  brother  Warren, 
and  spent  the  early  years  of  his  life  in  his  native 
county.  He  was  a  lad  of  fifteen  years  when  the 
family  removed  to  Pennsylvania,  and  he  accom- 
panied them  later  to  Michigan,  completing  his  edu- 
cation in  the  schools  of  Flowerfield  Tow^nship. 
Upon  approaching  manhood  he  began  learning  the 
trade  of  a  carpenter,  at  which  he  worked  until 
1854,   when   he  changed  his  occupation  to  that  of 


miller,  and  also  carried  on  merchandising  in  Flower- 
field. He  had  prior  to  this  been  elected,  in  the  fall 
of  1862,  Sheriff  of  St.  Joseph  County,  and  was  re- 
elected for  a  second  term  in  1864.  So  faithfully 
did  he  perform  his  duties  in  connection  with  this 
office  that  he  was  next  chosen  as  the  Treasurer  of 
St.  Joseph  County,  which  position  he  held  four 
years.  Next  we  find  him  conducting  a  hardware 
store  in  Centreville,  in  which  business  he  engaged 
in  the  fall  of  1870,  continuing  until  1882,  and 
then  selling  out. 

Mr.  Worthington,  in  the  fall  of  1884,  invested  a 
portion  of  his  capital  in  the  drug  and  grocery  busi- 
ness, which  he  has  Hsince  successfully  carried  on. 
He  has  a  neat  and  substantial  residence,  located  in 
the  western  part  of  the  citjs  which,  with  its  sur- 
roundings, forms  a  very  attractive  home,  frequented 
by  hosts  of  friends  of  the  proprietor  and  his  worthy 
wife.  Our  subject  was  married  in  1845,  at  Flower- 
field, to  Miss  Catherine  Hale,  whose  parents  were 
natives  of  New  York  State,  and  who  was  born  in 
1823,  in  that  State.  This  union  resulted  in  the 
birth  of.  ten  children,  six  sons  and  four  daughters, 
nine  of  whom  are  still  living.  The  eldest,  Caroline, 
is  the  wife  of  John  J.  Hasbrouck,  of  Centreville. 
The  others  were  named  respectively:  Henry  W., 
Florilla;  Charles  R.,  a  resident  of  Kansas;  Elva 
L.,  who  died  when  nineteen  years  of  age;  George, 
William,  Sarah  J.  and  Catherine.  Most  of  them 
are  at  home  with  their  parents. 

Mr.  Worthington  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote 
for  J.  G.  Birney,  and  is  a  stanch  supporter  of 
Republican  principles.  He  has  served  as  a  member 
of  the  Town  Council,  also  represented  Nottawa 
Township  on  the  County  Board  of  Supervisors. 
Socially,  he  belongs  to  Mt.  Hermon  Lodge,  A.  F.  <k 
A.  M. 

^OHN  STEWART  MAJORS.  The  man  who 
traces  his  ancestry  to  Scotland  has  some- 
thing of  which  to  be  proud,  as  in  the  case 
of  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  His  pater- 
nal grandfather,  John  Majors,  was  born  in  the 
'*  land  of  the  thistle,"  and  came  to  this  country  in 
early  manhood,  settling  in  Amsterdam,  York  State, 
where  he  spent  his  last  years.     His   son    William , 
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the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Saratoga 
County,  N.  Y.,  in  November,  1796,  and  married 
Miss  Margaret  Stewart,  who  was  born  in  the  town 
of  Mayfield,  Montgomery  County,  Jan.  1,  1803. 
She  was  the  daughter  of  Thomas  Stewart,  also  a 
descendant  of  substantial  Scotch  ancestry,  and  who 
traced  his  lineage  back  to  the  royal  house  of 
wStewart. 

After  their  marriage,  in  1824,  the  parents  of  our 
subject  settled  in  Montgomery  County,  N.  Y.,  but 
in  May,  1834,  gathered  together  their  househoM 
effects  and  started  overland  for  Michigan  Terri- 
tory. Coming  to  this  county,  they  settled  first  on 
a  tract  of  land  in  the  vicinity  of  the  embryo  town 
of  Centreville,  and  the  patent  secured  by  the  father 
at  that  time  is  still  in  the  possession  of  the  family. 
It  called  for  160  acres,  and  upon  it  the  parents  la- 
bored diligently  in  the  building  up  of  a  homestead, 
where  the  father  died  in  December,  1876.  The 
mother  is  residing  in  Lockport  Township,  at  the  ad- 
vanced age  of  eighty-six. 

William  Majors  was  a  good  man  in  the  broadest 
sense  of  the  term,  a  model  farmer,  and  a  conscien- 
tious and  useful  citizen.  He  learned  the  trade  of 
tanner  in  early  life,  but  upon  comiug  to  Michigan 
abandoned  it  for  the  more  congenial  pursuits  of 
agriculture.  He  was  a  man  held  in  high  respect  iu 
his  community,  quiet  and  unobtrusive  in  his  de- 
meanor, unambitious  of  office,  but  consented  to 
discharge  the  duties  of  Township  Supervisor,  to- 
gether with  minor  positions  of  trust.  Their  fam- 
ily consisted  of  six  children,  of  whom  one  daughter, 
Mary  E.,  died  when  about  twenty-nine  years  old. 
The  only  daughter  now  living  is  Margaret,  the 
widow  of  Rev.  Joseph  Kershow,  deceased;  she 
now  resides  with  her  mother. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  the  old 
Ft.  Johnson,  Montgomery  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Sept.  23, 
1830,  and  was  the  third  child  of  his  parents.  John 
S.  spent  his  boyliood  at  the  homestead,  and  later 
attended  the  public  school  in  Centreville,  making 
his  home  with  his'parents  until  his  marriage.  This 
interesting  event  of  his  life  occurred  in  February, 
1864,  his  bride  being  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  George 
Yauney.  Mrs.  Majors  was  born  in  St.  Johnsville, 
N.  Y.,  Nov.  17,  1840,  and  the  result  of  her  union 
with  our  subject  was  three   children,  one  daughter 


and  two  sons :  Katie  is  now  teaching  in  Saginaw, 
Mich.;  Thomas  S.  is  now  attending  school  in  Cen- 
treville; and  George  was  born  Jan.  22,  1877,  and 
died  Nov.  29,  1883. 

After  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Majors  set- 
tled at  the  farm  which  they  now  own  and  occupy. 
It  is  pleasantly  located  on  section  19,  and  embraces 
280  acres  of  good  land,  upon  which  Mr.  Majors  has 
erected  first-class  buildings,  effecting  many  improve- 
ments since  its  purchase  by  him.  It  was  formerlj' 
known  as  the  old  Angevine  farm.  Since  1861  he 
has  operated  largely  as  a  stock  dealer,  shipping  an- 
nually large  numbers  of  cattle,  swine  and  sheep  to 
Chicago,  Buffalo  and  New  York  City.  He  is  know^n 
far  and  wide  as  one  of  the  most  thorough  and  skill- 
ful farmers  of  this  section,  and  is  a  favorite  both  in 
business  and  social  circles. 

Mr.  Majors,  politically,  is  a  uniform  supporter  of 
Republican  principles,  and  in  religious  matters  at- 
tends the  services  of  the  Reformed  Church.  The 
daughter  Katie  received  an  excellent  education, 
and  was  graduated  from  Ypsilanti  (Mich.)  State 
Normal. 


ATHAN  B.  CARY.  The  fall  of  1854  wit- 
the  advent  of  the  subject  of  this 
into  Lockport  Township,  of  which  he 
has  since  been  a  resident.  He  at  that  time  first  pur- 
chased 100  acres  of  land  of  Daniel  Johnson,  on  sec- 
tion 12,  about  eighty  acres  of  which  were  under  a 
state  of  cultivation.  The  winter  following  he  spent 
in  Allegan  County,  this  State,  but  in  the  spring  re- 
turned to  Lockport,  where  he  was  joined  by  his 
father's  family,  who  had  removed  from  New  York 
State,  and  they  all  took  up  their  abode  on  the  new 
farm.  There  the  parents  lived  until  they  passed 
away. 

Isaac  Cary,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  a  native 
of  New  York  State,  and  married  Miss  Mary  Bas- 
sett,  who  was  born  in  Massachusetts.  They  settled 
in  Fulton  (formerly  Montgomery)  County,  N.  Y., 
after  their  marriage,  and  became  the  parents  of 
seven  children,  three  sons  and  four  daughters. 
After  the  death  of  his  first  wife  Mr.  Cary  was  mar- 
ried a  second  time,  and  there  were  added  to   the 
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household  circle  three  more  children,  a  daughter  and 
two  sons. 

Nathan  B.  Gary  was  the  second  child  of  his 
father's  second  marriage,  and  was  born  in  what  was 
then  Montgomery  County,  N.  Y.,  but  is  now  Fulton 
County,  Aug.  15,  1827.  The  homestead  lay  in 
May  field  Township,  and  there  our  subject  was  reared 
until  a  youth  of  eighteen  years.  In  1845  the  fam- 
ily changed  their  residence  to  the  vicinity  of  Attica, 
Wyoming  County,  where  Nathan  B.  completed 
his  education  and  developed  into  manhood.  When 
not  in  school  he  assisted  his  parents  around  the 
homestead.  He  came  to  Michigan  in  the  fall  of 
1853,  and  after  a  brief  sojourn  in  Mendon  Township 
took  up  his  abode  in  this  township,  as  heretofore 
stated.  In  the  meantime,  however,  he  had  made  a 
brief  visit  to  the  State  of  Ohio,  spending  the  winter  in 
Lorain  County.  In  returning  to  the  farther  West 
he  made  the  journey  via  Chicago  and  St.  Louis,  for 
the  purpose  of  looking  more  thoroughly  over  the 
country,  as  he  had  not  fully  decided  where  he  would 
locate.  He  finally  decided  there  was  no  more  de- 
sirable place  then  this  county,  and  he  has  had  no 
reason  to  change  his  opinion  during  the  more  than 
thirty  years  of  his  residence  here. 

Young  Cary  proceeded  with  the  development  of 
the  new  farm,  having  in  view  the  establishment  of 
a  home  of  his  own  when  the  proper  time  should 
arrive.  On  the  10th  of  January,  1861,  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Mary  E.,  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Esther 
Francisco,  the  wedding  taking  place  at  the  bride's 
home  in  Three  Rivers.  Mrs.  Cary  was  born  in  On- 
tario Count}',  N.  Y.,  Sept.  27,  1840.  Her  parents 
were  natives  of  New  York  State,  and  spent  their 
last  years  in  this  county.  The  mother  died  in  Lock- 
port  Township  when  a  young  woman  only  thirty- 
two  years  old.  The  father  lived  to  be  sixty-nine 
years  of  age,  and  died  at  his  home  in  Three  Rivers. 
Both  were  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
They  had  eight  children,  of  whom  six  are  living: 
Charles  O.  is  engaged  in  the  liver}'  business  at 
Three  Rivers;  Mary  E.,  Mrs.  Cary,  was  the  second 
child;  William  M,  is  operating  a  prosperous  business 
at  Three  Rivers;  Margaret  A.  is  the  wife  of  B.  M. 
Hicks,  an  active  business  man  at  Minneapolis,  Minn. ; 
William  B.  is  the  traveling  agent  for  a  carriage 
manufactory,  and  makes  his  home  in  Three  Rivers; 
-^•^ ^ — 


Frank  is  traveling  salesman  for  a  Chicago  dry-goods 
firm,  and  makes  his  home  in  Jackson,  this  State. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cary  became  the  parents  of  six 
children,  three  of  whom  are  living.  Cora  Westella 
died  when  four  weeks  old;  Edward  F.  died  at  the 
age  of  nine  and  one-half  months;  Maggie M.  passed 
away  wdien  an  interesting  child  of  fourteen  years. 
Of  the  survivors,  Albert  H.,  the  eldest  of  the  fam- 
ily, was  born  Jan.  24,  1863;  Charles  M.,  Jan.  29, 
1869,  and  Irwin  B.,  July  3,  1878;  these  are  all  at 
home  with  their  parents.  Albert  H.  was  married 
in  Detroit,  Nov.  25,  1885,  to  Miss  Fannie  P.  Curtis, 
who  was  born  in  Louisville,  K}^,  Sept.  14,  1861; 
her  parents,  George  G.  and  Debby  Annie  (Wescott) 
Curtis,  were  natives  of  Vermont  and  New  York, 
and  are  now  in  Stafford  Countj^Ya.  Their  family 
consisted  of  seven  children,  of  whom  Fann}' P.  was 
the  third.  Four  of  these  are  living,  and  three  make 
their  homes  in  Virginia.  Our  subject  and  wife  are 
members  of  the  Reformed  Church  at  Centre ville. 
Mr.  C.  is  a  member  of  the  grange.  In  politics  he  is 
a  Prohibitionist.  Isaac  Cary,  father  of  our  subject, 
died  Sept.  19,  1856,  aged  seventy-four;  his  wife, 
Mary,  died  June  21,  1858,  aged  seventy-one  years. 

yJLLIAM  F.  ARNOLD.  As  a  pioneer  of 
1832  Mr.  Arnold  deserves  more  than  a 
W^  passing  mention  in  noting  the  main  facts 
connected  wdth  the  first  settlement  of  St.  Joseph 
County.  He  came  to  this  region  when  a  young  man 
of  twenty  years,  and  has  since  been  closely  identified 
with  its  various  interests,  giving  his  attention 
mostly  to  agriculture.  When  making  arrange- 
ments for  a  home  of  his  own,  he  took  up  a  tract  of 
Government  land,  and  operated  thereon  until  1876, 
when  advancing  years  admonished  him  it  w^ould  be 
wise  to  lay  aside  the  cares  and  responsibilities  at- 
tendant thereon.  He  then  retired  to  a  pleasant 
home  in  Three  Rivers,  of  which  he  has  since  been 
a  resident. 

The  Empire  State,  which  has  furnished  so  many 
of  the  solid  men  of  the  West,  claims  Mr.  Arnold  as 
one  of  her  sons,  he  having  been  born  in  Otsego 
County,  Aug.  6,  1812.  His  father,  Caleb  Arnold, 
was  a  native  of  Washington  County,  that  State, 
and  the  son  of  Abimelech  Arnold,  an  old  Revolu- 
tionary hero,  wjio  carried  a  musket  during  the  Colo- 
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nial  times,  and  made  for  himself  a  worthy  record 
in  driving  the  Briton  from  American  soil.  The 
mother  of  our  subject  was  in  her  girlhood  Miss 
Rachel  Bennett,  a  native  of  Vermont,  and  the 
daughter  of  Phineas  Bennett,  who  was  the  son  of 
Joseph  Bennett,  the  offspring  of  a  substantial  old 
English  family  wiio  crossed  the  Atlantic  probably 
about  the  time  of  the  Revolutionary  War. 

Caleb  Arnold  upon  leaving  his  native  place  emi- 
grated to  Washington  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  was 
married,  and  where  the  family  lived  until  William 
F.,  our  subject,  was  a  little  lad  three  years  of  age. 
Afterward  they  sojourned  at  Berkshire,  in  Broome 
County,  and  in  Tioga  County,  where  our  subject 
attended  the  common  school,  and  in  the  latter 
reached  man's  estate.  In  the  autumn  of  1832  the 
family  came  to  Michigan  Territory,  locating  first  on 
a  tract  of  Government  land,  160  acres,  in  Fabius 
Township;  later  entered  110  acres  near  the  pres- 
ent site  of  the  village  of  Constantine,  removing  to 
this  in  November  following.  In  1836  this  farm 
was  sold,  and  Mr.  Arnold  purchased  160  acres  in 
another  portion  of  the  same  township.  At  this 
latter  William  F.  began  in  earnest  for  himself.  The 
parents  remained  upon  the  old  homestead,  the 
father  passing  away  Jan.  31,  1852,  and  the  mother 
Feb.  9,  1864. 

William  F.  Arnold  was  the  second  living  of  eight 
children  born  to  his  parents,  six  of  whom  lived  to 
mature  years  and  four  of  whom  survive.  He  was 
married.  May  15,  1834,  to  Miss  Rhoda  Churchill, 
whose  parents  had  removed  from  Ohio  to  this 
county  about  1831.  The  young  people  began  their 
wedded  life  together  at  the  new  farm,  and  endured 
in  common  with  their  neighbors  the  hardships  and 
toils  of  life  in  a  pioneer  settlement,  lliere  came 
to  their  hearthstone  in  due  time  the  bright  faces  of 
nine  children,  seven  of  whom  lived  to  manhood 
and  womanhood.  Two  of  tliese  died  in  infancy, 
and  James  when  about  twenty  years  of  age.  The 
survivors  are  Lucy,  Cornelia,  Sarah,  Philo,  Edwin 
P.  and  Frank  M.  The  wife  and  mother  departed 
this  life  at  her  home  in  Three  Rivers,  Oct.  6,  1854. 
Mr.  Arnold  on  the  17th  of  March,  1856,^  con- 
tracted a  second  matrimonial  alliance,  with  Mrs. 
Margaret  J.  Green,  widow  of  R.  C.  Green,  and 
daughter  of   James  and   Margaret    Stump.      Mrs. 


Margaret  Arnold  was  born  in  Steuben  County,  N. 
Y.,  in  1830,  and  of  her  union  with  our  subject 
there  is  one  child,  a  son,  Ira  B.  Of  her  first  mar- 
riage there  was  born  one  child,  a  son,  Wilbur,  who 
is  now  in  Texas. 

Mr.  Arnold  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for 
Martin  Van  Buren,  and  for  a  period  of  over  fifty 
years  has  given  his  unqualified  support  to  the  Dem- 
ocratic party.  He  has  been  prominent  in  local  af- 
fairs, serving  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  twelve  years 
and  Supervisor  eighteen  years.  He  has  served  as 
County  Commissioner  over  three  years,  and  al- 
though in  the  seventy-sixth  year  of  his  age,  pos- 
sesses in  a  large  measure  the  energy  and  activity 
of  his  younger  years. 


r/  ESTER  B.  PLACE.  There  are  few  enter- 
prises of  more  importance  in  the  business 
world  than  the  iron  industry,  and  the  man 
who  has  made  of  himself  a  master  mechanic  in  this 
department  of  the  industrial  worhl  contributes 
largely  to  the  bone  and  sinew  of  a  nation's  successes. 
What  the  world  would  do  without  machinery  it  is 
ahnost  impossible  to  conceive,  and  the  man  who  has 
a  tliorough  understanding  of  his  business  in  con- 
nection with  this  is  worthy  of  honorable  mention. 
The  subject  of  this  biography,  as  foreman  of  the 
Sheflfileld  Velocipede  Car  Company,  of  Three  Rivers, 
occupies  a  responsible  position,  for  which  he  is  evi- 
dently amply  fitted. 

An  Ohio  man  by  birth  and  education,  Mr.  Place 
first  opened  his  eyes  to  the  light  near  Sunbury, 
Delaware  County,  that  State,  Feb.  14,  1842,  prov- 
ing a  very  interesting  valentine  to  his  wortliy  par- 
ents. The  latter  were  Jacob  and  Mary  (Foust) 
Place,  the  former  of  whom  was  of  French  extrac- 
tion, and  the  latter  traced  her  ancestry  to  Germany. 
The  elder  Place  was  a  farn^er  by  occupation,  but 
died  in  1843,  when  his  son,  our  subject,  was  but  an 
infant.  The  latter  was  the  youngest  of  the  parental 
family,  which  included  fxve  children.  The  mother 
is  still  living. 

The  boyhood   of  our   subject    was    spent  In  the 
manner  common  to  most  farmers'  sons,  pursuing  h 
studies  in  the  district  school,  and  assisting  his  par- 
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ents  around  the  homestead.  By  the  death  of  the 
father  the  family  were  thrown  mostly  on  their  own 
resources,  and  Lester  B.  when  a  lad  twelve  years  of 
age  started  out  for  himself,  working  at  whatever  he 
could  find  to  do.  When  a  youth  of  seventeen  he 
began  an  apprenticeship  at  the  molder's  trade  in 
Mt.  Gilead,  Ohio,  which  he  followed  there  until 
reaching  his  majority.  Thence  he  migrated  to  Mt. 
Yernon  in  the  same  State,  where  he  sojourned  four 
months,  and  from  there  went  to  Galion,  where  he 
lived  five  years.  He  was  now  recognized  as  a  mas- 
ter in  his  calling,  and  in  the  latter  place  was  given 
charge  of  one  of  the  departments  of  the  shop,  where 
he  was  employed  until  the  outbreak  of  the  Rebellion. 

Mr.  Place  in  1862  enlisted  as  a  Union  soldier  in 
the  136th  Ohio  Infantry,  and 'was  employed  mostly 
in  garrison  duty.  In  1870  we  find  him  at  Lockport, 
N.  Y.,  where  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Holly 
Water- Works  Company,  with  which  he  continued 
two  years.  In  the  spring  of  1872  he  decided  to 
push  further  westward,  and  coming  to  Michigan 
was  given  charge  of  the  foundry  department  in  the 
machine-shop  of  the  Jackson  Foundry  and  Machine 
Company,  which  position  he  held  five  years.  At 
the  expiration  of  this  time  he  changed  his  residence 
to  Allegan,  and  was  there  employed  by  a  stock 
company  until  the  suspension  of  the  works. 

Our  subject  next  was  employed  on  Lake  Michi- 
gan for  a  period  of  six  months,  at  the  expira- 
tion of  which  time  he  returned  to  Allegan.  He 
embarked  in  business  for  himself  in  company  with 
H.  L.  Peck,  and  they  operated  under  the  stj^le 
of  Place  &  Peck  two  years,  when  the  works  were 
destroyed  by  fire.  Upon  resuming  Mr.  Place  be- 
came associated  with  M.  Willis,  and  they  also 
operated  together  two  years,  but  not  with  the  suc- 
cess the.y  had  hoped  for,  and  finally  abandoned  the 
project. 

The  year  1883  found  Mr.  Place  first  in  Three 
Rivers  as  the  Superintendent  of  the  foundry  de- 
partment of  the  Sheflfield  Velocipede  Car  Works, 
which  position  he  is  filling  with  credit  to  himself 
and  satisfaction  to  all  concerned.  He  occupies  a 
snug  home  in  the  southern  part  of  the  town,  and  his 
family  consists  of  his  estimable  wife  and  their  only- 
son,  Frederick  A.,  who  was  born  Aug.  9,  1862. 
They  have  been  greatly  aflilicted  by  the  loss  of  four 


children,  who  died  young.  The  wife  of  our  subject 
was  in  her  girlhood  Miss  Emily  J.  Carpenter,  and 
they  were  married  in  1861  in  Mt.  Gilead,  Ohio. 
Mrs.  Carpenter  is  a  native  of  Mt.  Gilead,  and  the 
daughter  of  John  Carpenter. 

As  may  be  supposed,  Mr.  Place  has  very  little 
time  to  give  to  public  affairs,  but  he  is  an  intelli- 
gent man,  keeps  himself  posted  upon  matters  of 
State  and  National  interest,  and  gives  his  support  to 
the  Republican  party.  Socially,  he  is  a  K.  of  P., 
and  also  belongs  to  the  G.  A.  R. 

W  A.  ASPINWALL.  The  inventive  genius 
I  (®  ^^  "^^"  ^^^^  perhaps  been  a  source  of  the 
j'L-^  most  value  to  the  world  at  large  of  any  one 
thing  that  can  be  mentioned,  facilitating  labor,  not 
taking  from  the  hand  of  the  laboring  man  as  many 
maintain,  but  on  the  other  hand  providing  him 
with  additional  employment,  although  perhaps  in  a 
different  channel.  It  is  conceded  by  all  that  the 
inventor,  like  the  ''  prophet  in  his  own  country,'' 
has  never  received  the  credit,  especially  during  his 
lifetime,  which  is  his  just  due.  As  the  world  goes 
on,  however,  they  are  coming  to  the  front,  and  be- 
ginning to  occupy  their  rightful  position  among 
men,  a  position  which  is  fast  bringing  to  them  their 
financial  reward  as  well  as  the  honors  to  which  they 
are  justly  entitled. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch,  President  of  the  As- 
pinwall  Manufacturing  Compan}^  of  Three  Rivers,  is 
a  man  who  has  given  the  results  of  his  invention  to 
the  farming  community  in  the  shape  of  a  potato 
planter  and  a  potato  digger,  which  are  destined  to 
become  very  popular  all  over  the  West  in  the  near 
future.  The  factory  for  their  construction  was 
established  in  1885,  at  Three  Rivers,  and  in  con- 
nection with  this  the  company  also  puts  out  a  corn 
planter,  the  invention  also  of  Mr.  Aspinwall.  It  is 
probable  that  his  forefathers  flourished  in  New 
England  generations  back,  but  his  parents,  L.  E. 
and  Margaret  R.  (Enders)  Aspinwall,  were  natives 
of  New  York  State.  There  also  L.  A.  was  born, 
Oct.  14,  1842,  at  Hastings,  in  Westchester  County, 
uQar  the  banks  of  the  beautiful  Hudson  River. 
The  father  of  our  subject  was  a  bell  foundryman, 
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a  profession  which  he  followed  during  his  early 
manhood,  but  later  he  turned  his  attention  to  farm 
pursuits.  He  found  the  culture  of  potatoes  to  be 
very  profitable,  and  accordingly  gave  to  this  com- 
modity a  large  share  of  his  labors  and  attention. 

The  family,  as  the  records  indicate,  have  been  as 
it  were  a  race  of  inventors,  and  the  father  of  our 
subject  possessed  mechanical  skill  of  no  mean  order. 
On  the  other  side  of  the  house  the  maternal  grand- 
father of  our  subject  was  a  man  largely  interested 
in  politics,  very  intelligent  and  well  informed,  but 
loved  farm  life  notwithstanding,  and  made  his  home 
in  the  rural  districts. 

The  early  years  of  Mr.  Aspinwall  were  spent  at 
the  homestead  in  Westchester  County,  N.  Y.  He 
received  a  good  practical  education,  completing  his 
studies  in  the  Albany  Academy.  When  but  a  lad 
of  twelve  years  he  constructed  an  implement  for 
drilling  garden  seed,  which  was  utilized  at  the 
homestead  many  years,  and  of  which  he  might  have 
made  considerable  money  had  he  applied  for  a 
patent,  which  he  did  not  do.  He  also  was  at  the 
same  time  considerably  interested  in  bee  culture, 
dealing  with  Italian  stock,  and  at  one  time  had  up- 
ward of  seventy  stands. 

At  the  age  of  nineteen  years  Mr.  Aspinwall  began 
to  develop  his  idea  of  the  potato  planter,  to  which 
he  devoted  his  time,  thought  and  money  for  a 
period  of  twenty  years  before  it  became  a  practical 
success.  In  the  meantime  he  also  invented  the 
first  successful  corn  husker,  which  is  able  to  husk  at 
the  rate  of  one  bushel  per  minute,  and  the  patent 
of  which  he  sold  for  $20,000.  After  experimenting 
some  fifteen  years,  he  crossed  the  Atlantic,  and  in 
the  various  districts  of  the  Old  World  inves- 
tigated all  kinds  of  machinery,  and  while  there 
occupied  himself  in  perfecting  his  potato  planter, 
making  of  this  also  a  success.  The  digger  was  more 
fully  developed  later.  He  owes  the  success  of  the 
digger  to  the  experiments  he  was  enabled  to  make 
in  England.  Owing  to  the  fact  of  the  climate  being 
humid,  he  w^as  compelled  to  abandon  the  original 
principle,  and  adopt  a  plan  which  seemed  to  be  more 
in  accordance  with  the  needs  of  that  climate,  and  to 
his  great  satisfaction  he  succeeded  in  his  efforts. 
He  returned  to  America,  and  prepared  to  establish 
the  factory,  which  is  now  in  successful  operation. 


Mr.  Aspinwall  came  to  Three  Rivers  in  1884, 
and  soon  afterward  organized  the  Aspinwall  Manu- 
facturing Company.  He  acknowledges  that  he 
owes  his  success  in  a  large  measure  tx)  the  generosity 
of  Mr.  C.  W.  Brega,  of  Chicagp,  a  heavy  capitalist, 
and  now  the  Vice  President  of  the  company.  The 
works  are  located  at  what  is  called  Lockport,  in  the 
Second  Ward  of  the  city,  and  the  buildings  occupy 
one  and  one-half  acres  of  ground  near  the  junction 
of  the  Lake  Shore  &  Michigan  Southern  and  Michi- 
gan Central  tracks,  thus  affording  the  best  of  ship- 
ping facilities.  The  establishment  gives  employ- 
ment to  about  thirty  men,  and  their  shipments  ex- 
tend from  Maine  to  California,  embracing  all  the 
intermediate  points  of  importance.  Mr.  Aspinwall 
was  made  the  first  President  of  the  company,  a 
position  which  he  has  since  held. 


USTIN    W.    STADDEN.     A    really    good 
hotel  is  so  rare  and  high  priced  that  when 
one   is   found  which  combines  excellence 
^^  with  cheapness  it  surely  deserves  a  word 

of  commendation  in  a  work  of  this  nature.  Such 
a  hotel  is  the  Stadden  House,  at  Centreville,  under 
the  able  direction  of  its  genial  and  courteous  pro- 
prietor, the  subject  of  this  sketch.  It  has  a  pat- 
ronage commensurate  with  its  merits,  and  the  tired 
traveler  who  has  once  been  domiciled  under  its 
hospitable  roof  will  repeat  the  experiment  at  the 
first  opportunity. 

A  Pennsylvanian  by  birth  and  breeding,  Mr. 
Stadden  was  born  in  the  village  of  Milton,  North- 
umberland County,  that  State,  Aug.  24,  1843,  and 
was  the  eldest  of  six  children,  two  sons  and  four 
daughters,  comprising  the  family  of  James  and 
Ann  (Waldron)  Stadden.  Four  of  these  died  in 
infancy,  and  the  two  besides  our  subject  are  resi- 
dents of  Nebraska.  The  parents  were  likewise  na- 
tives of  the  Keystone  State,  the  Staddens  of 
Holland  descent,  and  the  Waldrons  tracing  their 
ancestry  to  England.  The  immediate  forefathers 
of  our  subject  settled  first  in  New  Jersey,  while  the 
W^aldrons  upon  their  arrival  in  this  country  took 
up  their  abode  in  Pennsylvania. 

The  paternal   grandfather  of  our   subject,  John 
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Stadden,  was  born,  reared,  and  spent  his  entire  life 
in  Pennsylvania.  Grandfather  Cornelius  Waldron 
spent  his  last  years  in  Pennsylvania.  The  former 
carried  a  musket  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  after  lay- 
ing down  his  weapons  of  warfare  took  up  the  im- 
plements of  agriculture,  following  the  peaceful 
pursuits  of  farm  life  until  he  was  gathered  to  his 
fathers.  James  Stadden,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  Aug.  25,  1818,  in  Northumberland 
County,  Pa.,  and  the  parents  were  married  in  that 
State  in  1841.  The  mother  died  in  this  county 
when  her  son  Austin  was  a  little  lad  ten  years  of 
age.  Her  birth  occurred  in  1817,  a  year  before 
that  of  her  husband.  They  emigrated  to  Michi- 
gan in  1844,  settling  first  at  Prairie  Ronde,  in  Kal- 
amazoo County,  where  they  lived  until  1847,  then 
coming  to  this  county,  located  in  Nottawa  Town- 
ship, three  miles  northeast  of  Centreville,  where 
the  father  continued  to  reside,  with  the  exception 
of  two  years,  until  1880.  lie  then  retired  from 
active  labor  and  took  up  his  abode  in  Centreville, 
where  he  now  lives.  Their  daughter,  Hannah  J., 
is  the  wife  of  Jefferson  Hull,  of  Nebraska;  and 
George  W.,  the  only  brother  of  our  subject,  is 
bookkeeping  in  Omaha,  Neb. 

Austin  W.  Stadden  spent  his  boyhood  days  after 
the  manner  of  most  farmers'  sons,  assisting  in  the 
development  of  a  new  farm  and  acquiring  his  edu- 
cation in  the  district  school.  He  remained  a  mem- 
ber of  his  father's  household  until  twenty-six  years 
of  age,  and,  in  1869  was  married  to  Miss  Margery 
McKercher,  of  Nottawa  Township.  Mrs.  Stadden 
was  born  June  14,  1845,  and  is  the  daughter  of 
John  C.  McKercher,  now  a  resident  of  Nottawa 
Township.  Of  this  union  there  were  born  two  chil- 
dren, daughters,  Kate  and  Anna,  who  are  now  at 
home. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stadden  after  their  marriage  set- 
tled on  a  farm  in  Florence  Township,  where  the}^ 
lived  five  years,  then,  coming  to  Centreville,  our 
subject  for  a  short  time  conducted  a  meat-market. 
This  not  proving  entirely  congenial  to  his  tastes, 
he,  in  1877,  started  a  hack  and  omnibus  line,  run- 
ning from  Centreville  to  Nottawa,  and  in  connection 
with  it  operated  a  general  livery  business  five 
years.  This  latter  still  goes  on  under  his  super- 
vision.    In  November,   1886,  he  purchased  what 
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was  then  called  the  Metzgar  House,  of  which  he 
took  possession  on  the  8th  of  February  following. 
It  is  a  comfortable  and  substantially  built  structure, 
comprising  thirty  rooms,  neatly  fitted  up  with 
everything  comfortable  for  the  traveling  public. 
Mr.  Stadden  is  a  general  favorite,  both  in  business 
and  social  circles,  and  uniformly  votes  the  Re- 
publican ticket.  In  December,  1885,  he  was  made 
Treasurer  of  St.  Joseph  County  Village  Fire  Insur- 
ance Compan}^,  was  re-elected  after  the  expiration 
of  his  first  term  of  two  years,  and  still  holds  the 
position.  He  is  considered  a  man  worthy  to  fill 
any  position  of  trust,  and  is  numbered  among  those 
who  form  the  bone  and  sinew  of  the  well-regulated 
communit}^  of  Centreville. 
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"^OHN  ANNIN  KLINE.  The  pioneer  ele- 
ment of  St.  Joseph  County  is  perhaps  one  of 
the  most  interesting  features  of  this  work, 
which  was  instigated  l)y  the  reflection  that 
the  ohl  settlers  are  passing  away,  and  it  is  impor- 
tant to  preserve  the  record  of  their  experiences  dur- 
ing the  first  settlement  of  Michigan.  Mr.  Kline  is 
enabled  to  relate  an  interesting  tale  of  his  early  ad- 
ventures in  this  section  of  country,  to  which  he 
came  in  the  autumn  of  1838,  the  year  after  Michi- 
gan had  been  admitted  into  the  Union  as  a  State. 
He  followed  agricultural  pursuits  during  the  years 
of  his  active  life,  and  after  a  time  well  spent  and 
prolific  of  a  competency,  he  retired  from  active 
labor,  and  is  now  passing  the  later  years  of  his  life 
at  a  comfortable  home  in  Three  Rivers. 

It  will  be  well,  perhaps,  to  commence  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  life  of  our  subject  by  stating  that  he 
was  born  in  Seneca  County,  N.  Y.,near  Townsend- 
ville,  Nov.  13,  1822.  His  father,  Jacob  D.  Kline, 
was  a  native  of  Somerset  County,  N.  J.,  and  born 
in  April,  1795.  His  paternal  grandfather  was  David 
Kline.  The  mother,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  (Annin)  Kline, 
was  the  daughter  of  John  Annin,  Esq.,  a  prominent 
and  highly  respected  citizen  of  New  Jersey,  who 
traced  his  ancestry  to  Scotland  and  Holland.  The 
Klines  were  of  German  descent. 

The  father  of  our  subject  after  his  marriage  set- 
tled on  a  farm  in  Seneca  County,  N.  Y.,    where  he 
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lived  until  1838,  then  resolved  to  cast  his  lot  among 
the  pioneers  of  Michigan,  John  being  then  a  youth 
of  sixteen  years.  They  traveled  by  steamboat  to 
Detroit,  thence  overland  by  wagon  to  Centreville, 
settling  on  a  tract  of  land  near  Fisher's  Creek. 
The  father  and  sons  erected  a  log  house,  and  at 
once  began  the  improvement  and  cultivation  of 
their  property,  which  they  occupied  for  many  years. 
Upon  leaving  it  they  took  up  their  abode  first  in 
Kalamazoo  County,  and  later  moved  to  Three 
Rivers,  where  the  death  of  the  father  took  place  in 
1868.  The  mother  is  still  living,  making  her  home 
with  her  daughter,  and  has  nearly  attained  to  the 
advanced  age  of  ninety  years.  She  is  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  quite  good  health,  and  retains  her  faculties 
of  mind  to  a  remarkable  degree. 

To  Jacob  D.  and  Elizabeth  Kline  there  were  born 
five  children,  three  of  whom  are  still  living.  John 
A.  was  the  second  born.  He  acquired  his  educa- 
tion mostly  in  the  schools  of  his  native  county, 
only  pursuing  his  studies  a  short  time  after  coming 
to  Michigan.  He  continued  a  member  of  the  pa- 
rental household  until  his  marriage,  and  was  mar- 
ried, Jan.  1,  1852,  to  Miss  Mary  A.,  daughter  of 
John  and  Jane  (Major)  McKee.  Her  parents  came 
to  Michigan  from  New  York  State,  when  she  was  a 
small  girl,  and  settled  among  the  pioneers  of  this 
county.     They  are  now  deceased. 

After  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kline  settled 
at  the  old  homestead  of  his  father;  they  subse- 
quently removed  to  Cass  County,  and  five  years 
later  came  to  Lockport  Township,  this  county.  In 
the  latter  Mr.  Kline  operated  the  farm  of  his  father- 
in-law  seven  years,  and  uiitil  1869,  when  he  had 
made  such  good  headway  that  he  was  enabled  to 
retire.  In  his  agricultural  operations  he  made  a 
specialty  of  buying  and  shipping  stock,  and  in  the 
meantime  superintended  the  operations  of  three 
farms,  one  in  Cass  County,  the  one  in  the  vicinity 
of  Centreville,  and  his  father's  homestead.  The 
latter  comprises  365  acres,  the  Cass  County  farm 
300  acres,  and  the  other  160  acres.  Mr.  K.  owns 
forty  acres  in  Sherman  Township. 

There  came  to  the  fireside  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kline 
in  due  time  four  interesting  children,  two  sons  and 
two  daughters.  John  J.  operates  the  Cass  County 
farm,  and  William  A.  is  a  clerk  and  book-keeper  for 
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J.  Griffith.  The  two  daughters,  Helen  J.,  the  sec- 
ond child,  and  Katie  E.,  the  youngest,  remain  at 
home  with  their  parents.  Mr.  Kline,  politically,  is 
an  ardent  Republican,  and  with  his  estimable  wife 
and  children  is  a  member  in  good  standing  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church.  The  family  residence  is  a 
handsome  brick  structure,  built  in  modern  style  of 
architecture  in  1883,  and  with  its  grounds  and  sur- 
roundings, forms  one  of  the  most  complete  homes 
in  Three  Rivers. 


^^^  having 


HARLES  E.  PERRIN,  County  Treasurer  of 
Joseph  County,  is  a  native  of  this  county, 
ig  been  born  in  Sherman  Township, 
Sept.  2,  1843.  He  is  consequently  in  the  prime  of 
life  and  the  midst  of  his  usefulness.  The  Perrin 
family  is  supposed  to  be  of  French  origin.  Thomas 
Perrin,  the  great-great-great-grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, married  a  Miss  Porter,  ancestor  of  the  Com- 
modore. They  settled  at  or  near  Hebron,  Conn.,  in 
1710,  where  they  lived  and  died,  after  rearing  a 
large  family.  The  names  Thomas  and  Porter  seem 
to  have  been  favorite  family  names  through  all 
the  late  generations.  After  several  generations  we 
find  the  family  located  in  Granville,  N.  Y:,  where 
Benjamin  Perrin,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
Oct.  15,  1814.  His  father  having  died  in  early  life 
Benjamin  came  to  Michigan  with  his  mother's  fam- 
ily in  1836,  while  it  was  still  a  Territory.  After 
they  were  comfortably  located  he  returned  to  his 
native  State,  and  on  the  17th  of  January,  1838, 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Louisa  Lyman. 
The  young  couple  began  the  journey  of  life  to- 
gether in  Sherman  Township,  this  county,  where 
they  resided  for  a  period  of  seven  years,  then  re- 
moved to  the  town  of  Park,  near  the  present  village 
of  Parkville.  Benjamin  Perrin  followed  agriculture 
successfully,  accumulating  a  snug  fortune,  and  after 
laboring  many  years  left  the  farm  on  account  of 
failing  health,  and  took  up  his  residence  in  the  vil- 
lage of  Moorepark,  where  his  death  took  place 
April  8,  1886. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  a  faithful  Christian 
man  in  the  highest  sense  of  the  word,  and  a  de- 
voted member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
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with  which  he  was  connected  for  a  period  of  thirty 
years.  His  final  ilhicss  was  brief  but  very  painful 
but  his  heart  was  filled  with  peace  and  the  liope  of 
everlasting  life.  A  large  concourse  of  relatives  and 
friends  paid  to  him  their  last  tribute  of  respect  as 
his  mortal  remains  were  hidden  from  their  sight. 

To  Benjamin  and  Louisa  Perrin  there  were  born 
three  sons  and  two  daughters,  namely :  Wiliiam  H., 
Charles  E.,  Lewis  B. ;  Mary  B.,  now  Mrs.  Coy  Hein- 
bauch,  of  Park  Township,  and  Emma  L.,  Mrs. 
McElrath,  of  Moorepark.  The  family  is  being  per- 
petuated by  numerous  grandchildren  and  great- 
grandchildren, honored  and  useful  members  of  so- 
ciety, and  most  of  them  prominent  in  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  pursued  his  early  stud- 
ies in  the  schools  of  Three  Rivers  and  Kalamazoo, 
at  the  same  time  working  for  his  board  and  em- 
bracing every  opportunity  for  the  acquirement  of 
general  and  useful  information.  He  made  his  home 
at  the  farm  until  reaching  his  majority,  then  repair- 
ing to  Appleton,  Wis.,  commenced  learning  telegra- 
phy. He  made  such  good  progress  that  six  months 
later  he  was  given  charge  of  the  station  at  Des- 
plaines.  111.,  on  the  line  of  the  Northwestern  Rail- 
road. He  continued  there  as  agent  and  operator 
for  a  period  of  five  years,  in  the  meantime  also  of- 
ficiating as  Postmaster  of  that  village.  When  leav- 
ing Desplaines  he  located  in  Three  Rivers,  this 
county,  and,  changing  his  occupation  somewhat, 
en<yao-ed  in  the  grocery  and  bakery  business.  This 
not  being  entirely  congenial  to  his  tastes,  he  secured 
a  position  as  bill  clerk  with  the  Lake  Shore  &  Michi- 
gan Southern  Railroad  Company,  and  took  up  his 
residence  in  Grand  Rapids.  Six  months  later  we 
find  him  at  Eaton  Rapids,  in  charge  of  the  ticket 
and  telegraph  office  of  the  Michigan  Central  Rail- 
road, where  he  remained  a  period  of  eight  years. 
Thence  he  returned  to  this  county,  and  taking  pos- 
session of  his  residence  in  1882,  there  resided 
until  1888. 

Mr.  Perrin,  on  the  10th  of  October,  1867,  at  the 
home  of  the  bride  in  Lockport,  this  county,  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Clara  R.  Fisher,  who 
was  born  Sept.  1,  1845,  in  Lockport  Township, 
this  county.  This  union  resulted  in  the  birth 
of  two  interesting  children:  Charles  L.,  born  June 
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12.  1869,  and  Eva  M.,  Jan.  13,  1878.  They  are 
living  at  home  with  their  parents.  The  farm  of 
our  subject  comprises  100  acres  of  good  land,  which 
is  highly  productive,  and  upon  which  stands  an  ex- 
cellent set  of  frame  buildings.  Mr.  Perrin  votes 
the  straight  Republican  ticket,  and  has  filled  the 
various  local  offices.  He  is  serving  at  present  his 
third  term  as  Supervisor,  and  with  his  excellent 
wife  is  a  member  in  good  standing  of  the  Method- 
ist Episcopal  Church.  To  this  as  to  all  other  wor- 
thy enterprises  he  has  given  a  cheerful  and  liberal 
support.  He  is  manifestly  in  favor  of  everything 
to  improve  and  elevate  society,  and  as  near  as  he  is 
able  strives  to  follow  in  the  footsteps  of  his  hon- 
ored sire.  Mr.  Perrin  was  elected  Treasurer  of  St. 
Joseph  County  in  1888,  since  which  he  has  moved 
to  Centreville,  where  he  now  resides. 


W  EVERETT  A.  CLAPP,  President  of  the 
I  (®)  First  National  Bank  of  Centreville,  is  the 
jjL-^^  subject  of  a  busy  and  interesting  career,  and 
has  a  life  record  eminently  worthy  of  preservation. 
He  is  a  gentleman  of  fine  abilities,  and  has  had  am- 
ple experience  in  the  business  world,  in  wliich  he 
lias  gained  for  himself  a  high  position,  socially  and 
financially.  He  is  a  native  of  this  county,  of  which 
his  parents  were  early  pioneers,  and  was  born  June 
24,  1837. 

To  Ashel  and  Charlotte  (May)  Clapp,  the  par- 
ents of  our  subject,  there  were  born  four  sons  and 
three  daughters,  of  whom  Leverett  A.  was  the 
second  son.  Both  Ashel  Clapp  and  his  estimable 
wife  were  natives  of  the  Bay  State,  the  father  born 
in  Northampton,  in  1804,  and  the  mother  m  Pitts- 
field,  in  1814.  They  were  married  in  their  native 
State  in  July,  1833,  and  leaving  New  England 
emigrated  to  Michigan  Territory,  settling  first  in 
Monroe  County,  in  October,  1834.  In  November, 
1835,  they  removed  to  a  tract  of  land  in  Mottville 
Township,  this  county,  where  they  lived  until  the 
election  of  the  father  as  Register  of  Deeds,  in 
1854.  Then,  in  order  to  enter  upon  the  discharge 
of  his  duties,  he  removed  to  Centreville,  and  con- 
tinued in   office   for  ten  consecutive  years.     Prior 
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thereto  t)ie  elder  Clapp  officiated  as  Supervisor  of 
Mottville  Township,  and  occupied  other  positions 
of  trust  and  responsibility. 

Leaving  Centre ville  in  1869,  the  father  of  our 
subject  settled  in  White  Pigeon,  where  he  engaged 
in  general  merchandising  and  banking,  being  senior 
member  of  the  firm  of  A.  Clapp  &  Son.  He  was 
thus  occupied  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in 
November,  1876.  The  wife  and  mother  is  still  liv- 
ing, and  resides  at  White  Pigeon.  Leverett  A. 
spent  his  boyhood  at  Mottville,  where  he  attended 
the  district  school,  and  later,  in  1854,  repaired  to 
Shelbyville,  Ind,  as  the  clerk  of  Abram  Goble,  who 
had  formerly  lived  at  Mottville,  but  later  engaged 
in  the  mercantile  business  at  Shelbyville.  Our  sub- 
ject remained  in  the  latter  place  two  years,  then  re- 
turned to  this  county,  and  entered  the  office  of  the 
Register  of  Deeds,  becoming  the  assistant  of  Ids 
father,  whom  he  succeeded,  being  regularly  elected 
to  the  office  in  1864. 

Upon  retiring  from  the  above-mentioned  office 
our  subject  compiled  an  abstract  of  titles  of  St. 
Joseph  County,  a  work  which  proved  of  great  value 
to  owners  of  real  estate.  In  1872  he  was  elected 
•  Commissioner  of  the  State  Land  Office  of  Michi- 
gan, which  position  he  held  four  years,  having  been 
re-elected  in  1874.  Upon  the  organization  of  the 
First  National  Bank,  at  Centreville,  in  1873,  he 
was  chosen  a  Director,  and  three  years  later  was 
made  its  President,  which  position  he  has  since  oc- 
cupied. Under  his  careful  management  the  bank 
has  become  one  of  the  solid  institutions  of  the 
county,  patronized  by  its  best  men. 

One  of  the  most  important  events  in  the  life  of 
Mr.  Clapp  was  his  marriage,  Dec.  6,  1864,  with 
Miss  Amanda  E.  Hampson,  who,  like  her  husband, 
is  a  native  of  this  county,  and  born  in  the  village 
of  Centreville,  Aug.  12,  1840.  Her  parents,  Henry 
W.  and  Mahala  (Fletcher)  Hampson,  were  natives 
of  Pennsylvania  and  New  York  respectively.  Of 
this  union  there  is  one  child  only,  a  son,  Edwin  L., 
who  was  born  Sept.  24,  1865,  and  is  now  assistant 
cashier,  also  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Clapp  Bros. 
&  Co.,  who  conduct  a  banking  business  at  Sturgis. 

Mr.  Clapp  is  a  man  of  decided  opinions.  He 
was  reared  under  the  wing  of  the  Republican  party, 
of  which  he  has  been   a  warm    adherent  since   his 


boyhood.  Socially,  he  belongs  to  Mt.  Hermon 
Lodge  No.  24,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  at  Centreville,  also 
to  Centreville  Chapter  No.  11,  Royal  Arch  Masons. 
He  has  held  the  offices  of  Worshipful  Master  and 
High  Priest,  and  is  a  warm  defender  of  the  princi- 
ples of  the  fraternity. 


'41  j^ILLIAM  H.  SNYDER.  Next  to  being 
\rJ/l  himself  a  pioneer  the  son  of  one  justly 
"^^^  feels  a  pardonable  pride,  as  in  the  case  of 
the  subject  of  this  sketch.  The  thrilling  scenes 
through  which  the  early  emigrant  worked  his  way 
to  success  and  prosperity,  will  ever  hold  their  right- 
ful place  in  the  memory  of  those  who  live  to  sur- 
vive them,  and  to  whom  their  experience  is  one  of 
the  most  precious  legacies  which  can  be  left  in  the 
shape  of  a  record.  To  pave  the  way  for  those  who 
followed,  to  make  settlement  in  the  West  a  pleasure 
as  well  as  a  matter  of  policy,  the  early  settlers  en- 
dured and  suffered  much,  but  having  passed  away, 
many  of  them  full  of  years  and  honors,  they  leave 
their  children  and  their  children's  children,  also 
strangers,  to  succeed  them  and  enjoy  the  fruits  of 
their  toils,  savings  and  privations.  These  thoughts 
frequently  dwell  in  the  mind  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  as  he  recalls  the  experiences  allotted  to  his 
honored  parents,  who  were  among  the  very  earliest 
settlers  of  St.  Joseph  County,  arriving  within  its 
limits  as  early  as  1 832.  They  were  then  in  the 
vigor  of  youth  and  hope,  and  their  subsequent  life 
indicated  how  well  they  devoted  themselves  to  the 
task  before  them. 

Henry  Snyder,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  a 
native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  married  Miss  Sarah 
Slote,  who  was  born  in  the  same  State,  her  home, 
like  that  of  her  husband,  being  in  Snyder  County. 
They  emigrated  first  to  Columbia  County,  N.  Y., 
but  after  a  brief  sojourn  in  the  Empire  State  pushed 
on  further  westward  to  this  county.  The  father 
secured  a  tract  of  land  in  Fabius  Township,  where 
the  family  lived  a  number  of  years,  then  removed 
to  a  farm  north  of  Three  Rivers,  where  the  death 
of  the  mother  took  place  in  October,  1840,  soon 
afer  the  birth  of  her  son  William  H.,  which  occurred 
October  2   of  that  year.      After  the   death  of   his 
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first  wife  Henry  Snyder  contracted  a  second  mar- 
riage, and  there  were  added  to  the  household  circle 
four  more  children.  He  died  at  the  old  homestead 
in  1872.  Mrs.  Lydia  Snyder  is  still  living  there. 
Mr.  S.  was  a  stonemason  by  trade,  but  upon  com. 
ing  to  Michigan  Territory,  finding  comparatively 
little  demand  for  his  labors  in  this  line,  turned  his 
attention  mainly  to  agricultural  pursuits.  He  was 
one  of  those  men  most  needed  in  the  settlement  of 
a  new  country,  being  generous  and  hospitable, 
liberal-minded,  and  uniformly  interested  in  the  en- 
terprises calculated  to  advance  the  interests  of  the 
people.  By  those  who  still  live  to  recall  his  life 
and  character,  his  name  is  held  in  the  most  kindly 
remembrance. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  amid  the 
scenes  of  pioneer  life,  spending  his  boyhood  at  the 
farm,  and  acquiring  his  education  under  the  im- 
perfect school  system  of  that  day.  Upon  reaching 
manhood,  desiring  a  change  of  scene  and  occupa- 
tion, he  repaired  to  Constantine,  entering  the  em- 
ploy of  Mr.  Sheldon,  and  served  an  apprenticeship 
of  three  years  at  the  tinner's  trade.  After  reach- 
ing his  majority  he  crossed  the  plains  to  Montana 
Territory,  where  he  first  engaged  in  mining  and 
freighting,  but  later  became  interested  in  livestock. 
He  remained  on  the  frontier  a  period  of  nine  years, 
then  returned  to  Three  Rivers,  and  since  that  time 
his  interests  have  centered  in  this  county. 

The  5th  of  February,  1874,  was  an  important 
date  in  the  life  of  our  subject,  he  having  on  the 
evenino-  of  that  day  been  married.  He  and  his  wife 
settled  soon  afterward  on  a  farm  in  Fabius  Town- 
ship, where  they  lived  until  removing  to  that  which 
they  now  occupy.  This  latter  comprises  sixty -two 
acres  of  prime  land,  w4iich  has  been  brought  to  a 
fine  state  of  cultivation,  and  which  is  largely  de- 
voted to  stock-raising.  The  fine  residence  now  oc- 
cupied by  them  was  put  up  in  1883,  and  is  one  of 
the  handsomest  brick  structures  in  Three  Rivers. 
It  is  two  stories  in  height,  handsomely  fini|hed  and 
furnished,  and  the  object  of  admiration  to  all  who 
view  it. 

As  a  stock-raiser  Mr.  Snyder  has  made  for  him- 
self an  enviable  reputation  in  this  part  of  the  county, 
being  interested  in  blooded  horses,  and  is  the  owner 
of    the  celebrated  roadster   '^Mexican    Chief,"  an 


animal  of  remarkably  fine  points.  Mr.  S.,  however, 
deals  more  extensively  in  cattle  than  horses,  mak- 
ing a  specialty  of  calves,  and  shipping  to  Chicago. 
Our  subject  in  politics  during  the  years  of  his 
early  manhood  alliliated  with  the  Democratic  party, 
but  since  the  war  he  has  been  mostly  a  Greenbacker. 
Both  he  and  his  estimable  wife  are  identified  with 
the  Reformed  Church  at  Three  Rivers.  Mrs.  Sny- 
der was  born  in  this  county,  and  was  reared  to 
womanhood  at  her  father's  homestead  here.  Of  her 
union  with  our  subject  there  were  born  two  children, 
who  are  deceased. 


^^.EORGE  A.  B.  COOKE.  The  subject  of  this 
(If  sketch  was  born  in  Belvidere,  Wanen  Co., 
^^[(  N.  J.,  Feb.  8,  1842,  and  is  the  eldest  son  of 
J(  seph  and  Sarah  A.  (Bow^man)  Cooke,  the  latter  a 
sister  of  John  H.  Bowman,  one  of  the  earliest  set- 
tlers of  Three  Rivers.  The  parents  of  our  subject 
moved  from  New  Jersey  to  Washington,  Pa.,  in 
1848,  where  the  father,  a  stanch  old-line  Whig,  was 
engaged  in  the  publication  of  the  Washington  Com- 
momvealtJi  until  the  year  1853,  when  he  removed 
to  Waynesburg,  Greene  Co.,  Pa.,  and  began  the  pub- 
lication of  the  Waynesburg  Eagle,  continuing  the 
same  for  several  years.  In  the  fall  of  1862  he  en- 
listed in  the  18th  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  for  three 
years;  was  captured  during  his  service  by  the  Con- 
federates, and  spent  six  months  in  Andersonville 
Prison.  In  1865  he  received  the  appointment  of 
Postmaster  at  Waynesburg,  and  held  the  office  con- 
tinuously until  1884,  where  he  still  resides. 

Of  the  six  children  born  to  the  parents  of  our 
subject,  George  A.  B.  was  the  eldest.  He  attended 
the  common  schools  during  his  boyhood,  and  when 
a  lad  of  nine  years  began  learning  the  printer's 
trade  under  the  instruction  of  his  father.  He  con- 
tinued at  Avork  in  his  chosen  occupation  until  the 
second  year  of  the  war,  in  August,  1862,  when  he 
enlisted  in  the  nine-months  service  as  a  private  of 
Company  H,  123d  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  serving 
out  his  time,  and  taking  part  in  the  battles  of  An- 
tietam,  Fredericksburg  and  Chancellorsville.  He 
was  mustered  out  in  May,  1863,  as  Fourth  Sergeant, 
and  in  June  of   that  same  year  made  his  way  west- 
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ward  to  this  county,  taking  up  his  abode  in  Three 
Rivers.  In  the  fall  of  that  year  he  became  fore- 
man in  the  office  of  the  Three  Rivers  Reporter, 
which  was  then  conducted  by  Ciute  Bros.,  with 
whom  he  continued  until  November,  1868. 

Mr.  Cooke  now  entered  into  partnership  with  AY. 
H.  Clute,  and  they  operated  together  under  the  firm 
name  of  W.  H.  Clute  &  Co.,  until  the  1st  of  Janu- 
ary, 1876,  when  Mr.  Cooke  retired.  After  spend- 
ing several  months  among  old  friends  in  the  East, 
and  at  his  old  home  in  Pennsylvania,  he  returned 
to  Three  Rivers,  and  in  July,  1877,  established  a 
job  printing-office,  which  was  followed  the  year 
after,  in  August,  1878,  by  the  first  issue  of  the 
Three  Rivers  Tribune,  which  was  projected  in  the 
interest  of  the  principles  of  the  Republican  party, 
the  field  being  vacant  by  reason  of  the  apostasy  of 
the  Three  Rivers  Reporter  to  the  Greenback  party 
several  years  before.  The  Tribune  has  since  con- 
tinued a  lively  expounder  of  these  principles,  and 
is  now  one  of  the  solid  institutions  of  the  county. 
The  Tribune  is  a  forty -eight  column  sheet,  neatly 
printed  and  ably  edited,  and  the  job  department  is 
well  equipped  with  steam-power  presses  and  all  the 
other  facilities  for  executing  fiirst-chiss  work.  The 
plant  was  located  in  the  Prutzman  Block,  St.  Joseph 
street,  until  its  removal  in  May,  1888,  to  the  three- 
story  brick  building  on  Penn  street,  formerly  known 
as  the  McMurtrie  Block,  of  which  Mr.  Cooke  is  now 
the  owner. 

Miss  Sarah  M.  Rice,  of  Trucksville,  Luzerne 
Co.,  Pa.,  became  the  wife  of  our  subject  Feb. 
23,  1870,  the  wedding  taking  place  at  the  bride's 
home.  Their  only  surviving  child  is  a  daughter, 
Florence  E.,  who  was  born  June  3,  1878. 
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^.  HRISTIAN  J.  SCHAFER.  The  manufact- 
(i^  uring  interests  of  a  great  country  bear  no 
^^  unimportant  part  in  its  grow^th,  its  wealth 
and  its  prosperity.  Agriculture,  which  is  usually 
begun  in  the  settlement  of  a  new  section,  cannot 
be  prosecuted  profitably  without  the  implements 
furnished  by  the  mechanic  and  artisan.  The  man 
whom  nature  has  endowed  with  natural  genius  in 
the  handling  of  tools   is  an  individual  holding  no 


secondary  position  in  the  building  up  of  towns  and 
cities,  and  he  who  has  shown  his  intelligence  by 
excelling  in  this  department  of  labor  is  amply 
worthy  of  mention  in  noting  the  progress  of  a  State 
or  county. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch,  foreman  of  the  wood 
department  of  the  Roberts  &  Thropp  Manufactur- 
ing Company,  of  Three  Rivers,  belongs  to  that  na- 
tionality which  has  borne  such  an  important  part 
in  developing  the  resources  of  America,  and  espe- 
cially those  of  the  Great  West.  A  native  of  Ger- 
many, he  was  born  at  Frankfort  on  the  Main, 
April  6,  1833,  and  is  the  son  of  George  and  Ja- 
nette  (Loft)  Schafer,  the  father  also  of  substantial 
German  ancestry.  Their  family  consisted  of  eight 
children,  and  Christian  J.  spent  the  first  eighteen 
years  of  his  life  in  his  native  country,  receiving  a 
thorough  education  in  the  German  tongue,  attend- 
ing school  from  the  age  of  six  to  fourteen  years. 
He  then  began  an  apprenticeship  at  the  trade  of  a 
carriage-maker,  at  which  he  served  faithfully  four 
years,  receiving  his  board,  but  no  clothing,  for  his 
services.  In  addition  to  this  his  father  had  been 
required  to  pay  $50  for  the  privilegeof  having  him 
learn  the  trade. 

Young  Schafer  not  being  satisfied  with  his  condi- 
tion or  his  prospects  upon  his  native  soil,  resolved 
at  an  early  period  of  his  life  to  seek  his  future 
home  in  America.  As  soon  as  completing  his 
trade,  bidding  adieu  to  the  friends  and  associations 
of  his  youth,  he  embarked  on  a  vessel  at  Havre, 
France,  and  sixty-two  days  later  was  landed  in  the 
city  of  St.  Louis,  Mo.  Thence  he  proceeded  to 
Belleville,  111.,  a  few  miles  east  of  the  Mississippi, 
and  was  employed  by  the  firm  of  Cyrus  Roberts, 
Cox  &  Co.,  with  whom  he  remained  until  they  re- 
moved to  Three  Rivers,  this  State.  Mr.  Schafer 
accompanied  them  here,  and  since  that  time  has 
occupied  his  present  position  with  them.  He  un- 
derstands fully  the  making  of  patterns,  and,  in 
short,  is  an  adept  at  the  whole  business,  while  at 
the  same  time  a  prompt,  reliable  and  industrious 
man,  who  has  made  himself  useful  to  his  employers. 

Our  subject  was  married,  in  1857,  to  Miss  Mary 
H.  Ash,  who  is  a  native  of  Michigan,  and  the 
daughter  of  Jam3S  and  Jane  Ash.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Schafer  there  have  been   born   four   children, 
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three  sons  and  one  daughter,  namely:  George, 
Nettie  J.,  Earl  P.  and  Ora.  The  two  youngest 
boys  are  carrying  on  a  farm  of  eighty  acres,  the 
property  of  their  father,  which  is  well  stocked  and 
thoroughly  improved.  From  this  the  family  en- 
joy a  handsome  income,  and  it  is  the  source  of  many 
a  comfort  and  luxury  to  the  household.  Their 
town  residence  is  a  neat  one,  and  beneath  its  hos- 
pitable roof  they  frequently  welcome  the  many 
friends  whom  they  have  made  during  their  sojourn 
here. 


IhA  ARDEN  SABIN,  M.  D.  Centreville  has 
///If  seemed  a  point  of  attraction  for  numbers 
I  Is  of  professional  men— men,  too,  of  more 
*  than  ordinary  ability.     The  medical  pro- 

fession is  amply  represented,  and  has  no  more 
worthy  or  popular  member  than  the  subject  of  this 
sketch.  His  sei^vices  as  a  physician  and  surgeon 
have  been  most  generously  recognized  by  the  peo- 
ple of  this  county,  among  whom  he  enjoys  an  ex- 
tensive and  lucrative  business. 

The  native  place  of  Dr.  Sabin  was  the  village  of 
Orland,  Steuben  Co.,  Ind.,  where  he  was  born  Jan. 
2,  1840.  The  eldest  of  a  family  of  five  children, 
he  is  the  son  of  Stephen  C.  and  Martha  M.  (Stocker) 
Sabin,  who  were  both  natives  of  A^ermont,  the  fa- 
ther born  June  7,  1812,  and  the  mother,  whose 
childhood  home  was  near  Jamaica,  Jan.  9,  1819. 
Stephen  C.  Sabin  was  a  carpenter  by  trade,  which 
he  followed  during  the  years  of  his  early  manhood 
and  for  a  time  after  his  removal  to  the  West.  The 
parents  left  New  England  in  1836,  taking  up  their 
abode  in  Steuben  County,  Ind.,  where  the  elder 
Sabin  became  prominent  in  political  affairs,  holding 
various  positions  of  trust  and  responsibility,  and  was 
finally  elected  to  the  Indiana  Legislature,  in  which 
position  he  served  four  terms.  The  parents  both 
lived  at  the  old  homestead  in  the  Hoosier  State 
until  three  years  ago,  since  which  time  they  have 
lived  with  this  son.  The  mother  has  suffered  from 
total  blindness  for  the  last  nine  years. 

To  the  parents  there  were  born  five  children, 
four  sons  and  one  daughter,  only  two  of  whom  are 
living,  our  subject  and  his  brother  Oscar  C,  who 
is  book-keeper  and  cashier  in  a  wholesale  jewelry 
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establishment  in  Chicago,  111.,  with  which  he  has 
been  connected  for  the  last  ten  years.  Harden, 
our  subject,  spent  his  boyhood  and  youth  mostly 
at  the  farm  of  his  father  in  Steuben  County,  Ind., 
pursuing  his  first  studies  in  the  common  school. 
He  took  kindly  to  his  books,  making  good  progress, 
and  later  became  a  student  at  Orland  Seminary, 
wdiere  he  prepared  himself  for  college.  In  1859 
he  entered  the  Michigan  University,  passing 
through  the  Ereshman,  Sophomore  and  Junior 
years,  and  undergoing  a  successful  examination  for 
the  Senior  year.  During  the  interval  of  his  return 
home  to  spend  his  vacation,  there  came  a  call  for  men 
to  assist  in  putting  down  the  Rebellion,  and  3'oung 
Sabin,  laying  aside  his  personal  plans  and  interests, 
enlisted  as  a  Union  soldier  in  Company  B,  100th 
Indiana  Infantry.  He  was  made  a  Sergeant  upon 
the  organization  of  the  company,  and  soon  after- 
ward they  were  sent  to  Memphis,  Tenn.,  where 
Gen.  Grant  was  organizing  troops  preparatory  to 
the  assault  upon  Vicksburg.  The  100th  Indiana 
spent  the  winter  following  in  Tennessee,  then 
passed  down  the  Mississippi  River  to  take  part  in 
the  siege  of  Vicksburg.  They  joined  the  command 
of  Gen.  Sherman,  engaged  in  the  siege  of  Vicks- 
burg until  its  surrender,  and  later  joined  in  the 
pursuit  of  the  rebel  General,  Johnston,  operating 
around  Vicksburg  until  August,  1863.  Thence 
they  returned  to  Memphis  and  crossed  the  country 
to  Chattanooga,  taking  part  afterward  in  the  battle 
of  Mission  Ridge.  Later  our  subject  participated 
in  the  siege  of  Knoxville,  and  was  in  the  Atlanta 
campaign,  after  which  he  marched  with  the  troops 
of  Gen.  Sherman  to  the  sea.  This  expedition 
ended,  they  moved  up  through  the  Carolinas  to 
Washington,  taking  part  in  the  grand  review,  and 
being  mustered  out  in  June,  1865,  at  the  capitol 
city. 

In  the  meantime  our  subject  had  been  promoted 
to  Eifth  Sergeant,  Sergeant  Major,  later  to  First 
Lieutenant,  and  in  June,  1864,  to  Captain.  His 
army  record  was  creditable  in  the  extreme,  and  is 
one  eminently  worthy  of  preservation.  Upon  re- 
tiring therefrom,  Capt.  Sabin  resumed  the  study  of 
medicine  with  Dr.  John  Bennett,  of  Centreville, 
who  was  during  the  time  appointed  Professor  of 
"The    Theory   and  Practice  of  Medicine,"  in  the 
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Cleveland  Medleal  College.  With  him  he  read 
medicine  two  years,  and  in  the  meantime  took  a 
course  of  lectures  in  the  medical  department  of  the 
Michigan  University;  also  another  in  the  Cleve- 
land Medical  College,  from  which  he  w^as  graduated 
in  February,  1867.  Later  he  officiated  as  Demon- 
strator of  xVnatomy  in  a  spring  course  in  the 
Cleveland  College,  and  sojourned  there  with  Dr. 
Bennett  until  July,  1867.  Dr.  Sabin  now  re- 
turned to  Centreville  and  associated  himself  with 
Dr.  George  M.  Trow^bridge,  with  whom  he  con- 
tinued in  partnership  for  a  period  of  t(^n  years,  and 
since  that  time  Dr.  Sabin  has  operated  singly  and 
alone. 

The  23d  of  May,  1867,  witnessed  the  marriage 
of  our  subject  with  Miss  Mary  M.,  daughter  of  the 
late  Judge  P.  M.  Smith,  of  the  Fourth  Judicial 
District.  Mrs.  Sabin  was  born  in  LeRoy,  N.  Y., 
May  23,  1846,  and  came  w4th  her  parents  to  this 
county  when  a  child  three  years  of  age.  They  are 
the  parents  of  two  children,  a  son  and  daughter, 
Leland  H.  and  Edna  B.  Dr.  Sabin  gives  the  most 
of  his  time  and  attention  to  the  practice  of  his 
profession,  and  keeps  himself  well  posted  upon 
modern  theories  and  methods  of  practice,  being  a 
close  student  and  an  extensive  reader.  lie  thus 
has  little  time  to  give  to  politics,  but  usually  votes 
with  the  Republican  party.  He  has  served  on  the 
School  Board  for  a  period  of  twenty  years,  has 
been  President  of  the  Village  Board  several  terms, 
and  in  religious  matters  he  and  his  estimable  wife 
are  worthy  members  of  the  Baptist  Church,  in  which 
our  subject  officiates  as  Deacon.  He  also  belongs 
to  the  G.  A.  R.,  in  which  organization  he  has  been 
Post  Commander  three  years. 
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AMUEL  CROSS,  Secretary  of  St.  Joseph 
County  Village  Fire  Insurance  Company, 
makes  his  headquarters  at  Centreville,  and 
has  maintained  a  lifelong  interest  in  this 
section  of  country,  having  been  born  in  what  is 
now  Branch  County,  near  the  present  site  of  Cold- 
water,  Dec.  31,  1833.  He  was  reared  to  man's  es- 
tate amid  the  scenes  of  pioneer  life  in  Michigan,  and 
his    early    training  was  such    as  was  calculated    to 


*^t:*^ 


develop  the  best  points  of  a  character  naturally 
strong  and  self-reliant.  He  has  had  ample  experi- 
ence in  the  business  world,  and  in  connection  with 
the  duties  of  his  present  position  is  acquitting  him- 
self in  a  satisfactory  manner  to  all  concerned. 

Next  in  interest  to  a  man's  own  personality  is  that 
of  those  from  whom  he  drew  his  origin.  William  H. 
and  Nancy  L.  (Landon)  Cross,  the  parents  of  our 
subject  were  natives  of  Tompkins  County,  N.  Y., 
and  Samuel  was  the  eldest  of  their  five  children  and 
the  only  son.  There  consequently  clustered  around 
him  many  hopes  and  expectations  which  it  would  be 
safe  to  presume  have  in  a  large  measure  been  ful- 
filled. William  Cross  traced  his  ancestry  to  Ireland. 
He  came  to  Michigan  at  an  early  age  and  after  his 
marriage,  which  took  place  in  Lenawee  County,  set- 
tled near  Tecumseh,  where  he  sojourned  a  short  time 
with  his  family,  and  then  removed  to  Branch 
County,  of  which  they  were  residents  quite  a  long 
period.  The  father  of  our  subject  put  up  the  first 
warehouse  in  Hillsdale  County  along  the  line  of  the 
Lake  Shore  &  Michigan  Southern  Railroad,  and  was 
thereafter  engaged  extensively  in  the  grain  trade, 
being  also  Commissioner. 

The  father  of  our  subject  decided  in  1842  to 
change  his  residence  to  this  county,  and  settling 
first  in  Leonidas  Township  engaged  in  general 
merchandising  in  connection  with  other  enterprises. 
He  constructed  a  dam  across  the  St.  Joseph  River 
where  he  put  up  a  sawmill,  the  operations  of  which 
he  superintended  until  1850.  Next  we  find  him 
journeying  overland  to  California,  where  he  entered 
the  mines,  spent  seven  years,  and  then  returned  to 
Leonidas  with  a  snug  sum  of  money. 

William  Cross  was  bound  to  make  his  mark 
wherever  he  located,  and  soon  after  returning  to 
this  county  he  became  interested  in  politics,  and 
was  elected  Judge  of  the  Probate  Court,  which 
position  he  held  a  period  of  twelve  years.  He  re- 
tired from  this  office  with  his  health  much  impaired, 
and  died  at  his  home  in  Centreville  in  October, 
1886.  The  wife  and  mother  is  still  living,  making 
her  home  on  the  old  homestead.  The  children  are 
all  residents  of    St.  Joseph  County. 

Samuel  Cross  pursued  his  first  studies  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  at  Coldwater,  and  began  his  experience 
in  the  business  world  as  a  clerk  in  the  dry-goods  and 
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grocery  house  of  O.  B.  Clark  of  that  town,  with 
whom  he  remained  one  year.  We  next  find  him  in 
Leonidas  as  the  clerk  of  Lewis  L.  Yaple,  with  whom 
he  remained  three  years.  He  then  migrated  to 
Flint,  Ind.,  becoming  the  employe  of  Roberts  Bros., 
and  was  occupied  thereafter  as  a  clerk  with  differ- 
ent parties  until  1856.  He  then  turned  his  atten- 
tion to  the  buying  and  shipping  of  live  stock, 
which  enterprise  he  followed  quite  successful!}^  un- 
til after  the  outbreak  of  the  Rebellion,  when  he 
became  a  clerk  in  the  Quartermaster's  department, 
located  at  Chattanooga,  Tenn. 

In  1865,  Mr.  Cross  returning  to  Leonidas  em- 
barked in  mercantile  business  on  his  own  account, 
associating  with  himself  a  partner,  Mr.  William 
McDowell,  under  the  firm  name  of  Cross  and  Mc- 
Dowell. The}^  operated  together  until  1867,  and 
the  year  following  Mr.  Cross  moved  to  a  farm  in 
Waukesha  Township,  Kalamazoo  County.  This 
experiment  was  prosecuted  until  1870,  when  Mr 
Cross  abandoned  farming  and  established  a  meat 
market  in  Mendon.  This  he  conducted  two  years, 
transacting  also  a  business  in  flour  and  feed,  and 
then  entered  the  emploj^  of  Brown,  Bourn  &  Co., 
as  a  clerk  and  book-keeper.  In  October,  1877,  he 
came  to  Centreville,  and  thereafter  officiated  as 
Clerk  of  the  Probate  Court  during  the  incumbency 
of  his  father.  After  the  decease  of  the  latter  he 
continued  in  the  office,  holding  various  positions 
under  D.  M.  Bateman. 

In  1880  Mr.  Cross  was  elected  Secretary  of  the 
St.  Joseph  County  Agricultural  Society,  which  posi- 
tion he  still  holds,  and  is  also  Secretary  of  the  Anti- 
Horse  Thief  Society,  serving  several  years  in  this 
capacity.  In  December,  1885,  he  was  elected  Sec- 
retary of  the  St.  Joseph  County  Village  Fire  Insur- 
ance Company,  which  was  organized  in  1863,  and 
has  become  a  solid  institution.  Mr.  C.  takes  quite 
an  interest  in  politics,  votes  the  Republican  ticket, 
and  has  held  nearly  all  of  the  township  offices. 

The  marriage  of  Samuel  Cross  and  Miss  Lorene 
Finout  was  celebrated  at  the  home  of  the  bride  in 
Mendon,  this  county,  in  September,  1858.  Mrs. 
Cross,  like  her  husband,  is  also  a  native  of  Branch 
County,  this  State,  and  was  born  Dec.  31,  1835. 
They  became  the  parents  of  one  son,  Frederick  W. 
Mrs.  Cross  departed  this  life  Jan.  18,  1880.     Fred- 


erick W.  is  now  a  promising  young  business  man, 
and  the  agent  of  the  Michigan  Central  Railroad  at 
Frankfort,  111. 

Mr.  Cross  contracted  a  second  marriage,  in  1884, 
with  Mrs.  Fanny  A.  (Ward)  Page,  widow  of  Charles 
A.  Page,  who  died  leaving  no  children.  Mrs. 
Fanny  Cross  was  born  in  New  York,  Nov.  7,  1837. 
Our  subject  is  a  warm  defender  of  the  principles 
of  Masonry,  and  belongs  to  Mendon  Lodge  No. 
131. 
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^/  OHN  B.  HANDY.     The  flourishing  commu- 
'I!    nity  of  Three  Rivers  is  made  up  largely  of 


I 

dl!  men  of  more  than  ordinary  intelligence,  the 
}j  city  in  its  prosperity  being  the  result  of 
their  enterprising  labors.  The  subject  of  this  sketch 
is  now  President  of  the  City  Council,  and  at  one 
time  was  Postmaster.  In  fact,  during  most  of  the 
years  of  his  sojourn  here,  he  has  been  prominent 
in  the  matters  most  nearly  concerning  its  well- 
being,  and  has  proved  himself  fully  worthy  of  the 
various  positions  of  trust  and  responsibility  to 
which  he  has  been  called.  He  is  a  native  of  New 
Y^ork  State,  having  been  born  near  the  town  of 
Paris,  in  Oneida  County,  June  30,  1832,  and  there 
he  spent  the  first  years  of  his  life. 

Lord  Lindley  has  said,  "If  the  virtues  of  stran- 
gers be  so  attractive  to  us,  how  infinitely  more 
should  be  those  of  our  own  kindred;  and  with  what 
additional  energy  should  the  precepts  of  our  par- 
ents influence  us,  when  we  trace  the  transmission  of 
those  precepts  from  father  to  son  through  succes- 
sive generations,  each  bearing  the  testimony  of  a 
useful  and  honorable  life  through  their  truth  and 
excellence."  This  is  forcibly  pertinent  to  the  an- 
cestry of  Mr.  Handy.  His  father,  Daniel  P.  Handy, 
was  a  native  of  Connecticut,  and  operated  mostly 
during  the  years  of  his  active  life  as  a  boot  and 
shoe  dealer.  He  married  Miss  Abigail,  daughter 
of  John  Bailey,  Esq.,  who  was  also  born  in  Con- 
necticut. 

After  marriage,  leaving  New  England,  the  par- 
ents of  our  subject  settled  at  Paris  Hill,  Oneida  Co., 
N.  Y.,  where  they  spent  the  remainder  of  their 
days.     Their   family    consisted   of   four    children, 
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John  B.,  who  was  the  third  child,  and  his  three  sis- 
ters. Of  these  latter  Nancy  is  still  living;  Amoret 
died  at  the  age  of  sixty-four  years;  Elizabeth  is 
still  living.  John  B.  spent  his  boyhood  mainly  in 
attendance  at  the  village  school,  and  entered  upon 
his  business  career  a  few  years  later  as  clerk  in  a 
store  in  Rochester,  where  he  remained  until  1850. 
He  then  went  to  Dansville,  Livingston  County,  and 
was  similarly  occupied  five  years. 

In  1855  our  subject  became  a  traveling  salesman 
for  Bradner,  Smith  &  Co.,  paper  manufacturers  and 
dealers,  Chicago,  111.  He  continued  with  this  firm 
two  years  in  that  capacity,  and  was  then  sent  to 
Three  Rivers,  as  their  agent  at  that  place,  remain- 
ing in  their  employ  until  embarking  in  business  on 
his  own  account.  He  was  desirous  of  engaging  in 
mercantile  pursuits,  and  with  this  end  in  view  be- 
came the  partner  of  Moore,  Bassett  &  Co.,  dealers 
in  gentlemen's  furnishing  goods,  boots,  shoes  and 
clothing.  His  time  was  thus  occupied  until  the  out- 
break of  the  Civil  War,  when  he  laid  aside  his  per- 
sonal plans  and  interests  and  enlisted  as  a  Union 
soldier  in  the  25th  Michigan  Infantry.  Upon  the 
organization  of  the  company  ho  was  elected  First 
Lieutenant,  and  soon  thereafter  they  were  detailed 
to  Louisville,  Ky.,  and  assigned  to  the  command 
of  Col.  Mundy,  in  the  1st  Brigade,  2d  Division  and 
23d  Army  Corps.  In  August  of  that  year  they 
were  ordered  to  cross  the  Cumberland  Mountains  in 
Tennessee,  where  they  became  identified  with  Gen. 
Burnside's  army. 

Lieut.  Handy  was  again  the  object  of  promotion, 
and  we  find  him,  in  1864,  Quartermaster  of  the 
regiment,  which  position  he  held  until  mustered 
out  of  service  at  Salisbury,  N.  C,  in  1865.  Upon 
his  retirement  from  the  army  he  returned  to  Three 
Rivers,  and  was  appointed  Postal  Clerk  of  the  Lake 
Shore  &  Michigan  Southern  Railroad,  operating  be- 
tween Chicago  and  Toledo  for  a  period  of  six  years. 
In  June,  1875,  he  was  appointed  the  Postmaster  at 
Three  Rivers,  which  oflfice  he  held  for  a  period  of 
thirteen  years.  Having  this  record,  little  needs  to 
be  added  concerning  his  efficiency  and  fidelity  to 
duty. 

Mr.  Handy  remained  a  bachelor  until  quite  late 
in  life,  having  nearly  reached  his  forty-second  year 
when  he  was  married.    His  wife  was  born  in  School- 


craft, Mich.,  and  is  the  daughter  of  John  A.  and 
Sarah  Lomison.  She  had  been  previously  married, 
by  which  marriage  she  was  the  mother  of  one  child 
of  her  union  with  our  subject  there  are  none.  The 
twain  live  comfortably  at  a  neat  home  in  the 
northeastern  part  of  the  city,  and  enjoy  the  com- 
panionship of  hosts  of  friends.  Mr.  Handy  is  now 
the  traveling  agent  of  the  Aspinwall  Manufactur- 
ing Company  at  Three  Rivers;  he  is  also  Reg- 
ister of  Deeds. 
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cijT  l^^ILLI AM  ARNEY.  The  history  of  any  sec- 
\/\ll/  ^^^^  ^^  country  is  inseparable  from  that  of 
W^  its  people,  and  especially  its  pioneer  set- 
tlers. The  sturdy  spirits  who  dared  the  dangers 
and  difficulties  of  the  wilderness  are  passing  away, 
but  they  will  not  be  forgotten;  on  the  contrary, 
there  is  a  greater  effort  than  ever  being  made  to 
perpetuate  their  names  and  the  record  of  their 
labors.  A  man  who  to-day  can  call  himself  the  son 
of  a  pioneer  occupies  an  enviable  position  among 
his  fellows,  and  to  the  comparatively  few  early 
settlers  of  St.  Joseph  County  who  still  survive 
there  are  extended  the  reverence  and  respect  which 
man  naturally  feels  for  the  peculiar  character  which 
has  been  formed  amid  scenes  which  are  now  impos- 
sible of  reproduction.  The  most  we  can  do  for 
these  is  to  preserve  in  biographical  form  the  tale 
of  their  early  toil  and  struggles,  also  their  triumphs, 
a  tale  which  will  be  read  with  wonder  and  admira- 
tion by  the  firesides  of  the  future. 

As  one  who  looked  upon  Micldgan  in  its  Terri- 
torial days,  we  present  with  satisfaction  the  name 
of  Mr.  Arney,  who  is  now  living  retired  from  active 
labor  at  a  handsome  and  comfortable  home  in  Three 
Rivers.  A  product  of  New  England,  he  was  born 
in  Essex  County,  Yt.,  June  1,  1812,  and  is  thus  over 
seventy-six  years  old.  His  parents  were  John  and 
Ruth  (Schoff)  Arney,  of  English  and  German  an- 
cestrv  respectively.  When  William  was  a  little  lad 
of  about  six  years  the  parents  removed  to  Colum- 
bia County,  Pa.,  settling  near  Berwick,  where  they 
spent  a  number  of  years,  then  changed  their  resi- 
dence to  the  coal  regions  at  Pottsville. 

In   the    fall   of   1833,  when  our  subject  was  a 
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young  man  of  twenty-one  years,  the  family  all 
came  to  Michigan,  settling  on  a  tract  of  wild  land 
in  what  is  now  Lockport  Township,  this  county. 
The  trail  of  the  Indian  was  still  faintly  seen,  and 
their  white  neighbors  were  few.  The  father  and 
sons  prosecuted  agriculture  after  the  primitive 
methods  of  that  day,  and  succeeded  in  building  up 
a  comfortable  homestead.  Their  property  lay  in 
that  part  of  the  county  which  is  now  Lockport 
Township,  and  there  the  parents  spent  the  re- 
mainder of  their  lives,  the  mother  passing  away  in 
1856,  and  the  father  surviving  twenty-one  years, 
dying  in  1877.  Their  famil}^  consisted  of  three 
sons  and  one  daughter,  of  whom  William  was  the 
eldest;  the  sister  makes  her  home  in  Three  Rivers. 

Our  subject  received  a  common-school  education 
in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  being  largely  under 
the  instruction  of  his  father,  who,  having  by  an  acci- 
dent lost  one  of  his  hands,  was  employed  niuch  of 
the  time  thereafter  as  a  teacher.  Upon  coming  to 
Michigan  young  Arney  assisted  in  the  opening  up 
of  the  new  farm,  and  remained  a  member  of  the 
parental  household  for  six  years  thereafter.  Then, 
desirous  of  establishing  a  fireside  of  his  own,  he  was 
married,  in  his  twenty-seventh  year,  to  Miss  Emeline 
Smith,  and  came  to  tliis  county  early  in  life.  The 
young  people  began  housekeeping  in  a  very  modest 
dwelling,  on  a  tract  of  new  land  which  our  subject 
took  up  from  the  Government,  but  five  years  later 
he  was  called  upon  to  suffer  a  great  affliction  in  the 
death  of  his  wife,  who  passed  away  leaving  two 
children,  one  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  The  sur- 
vivor, a  daughter,  Emily,  is  married  and  a  resident 
of  New  York  State. 

Mr.  Arney,  in  the  spring  of  1842,  contracted  a 
second  matrimonial  alliance,  with  Mrs.  Mary  A. 
(Lewis)  Ash,  widow  of  George  Ash,  and  daughter 
of  Charles  Lewis.  She  was  a  native  of  .New  York 
State.  Our  subject  continued  to  occupy  his  farm, 
which  lay  in  Fabius  Township,  the  long  period  of 
forty  years.  It  embraced  160  acres.  By  years  of 
industry  and  economy  Mr.  Arney  succeeded  in 
bringing  the  soil  to  a  good  state  of  cultivation  and 
putting  up  the  requisite  farm  buildings.  He  raised 
large  quantities  of  wheat,  which  he  found  to  be  a 
profitable  crop,  and  continued  to  operate  as  an  ag- 
riculturist until    1880,  when   advancing  years  ad- 
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vised  him  it  would  be  wise  to  retire.  Selling  his 
farm  he  removed  to  Three  Rivers,  of  which  he  has 
since  been  a  resident. 

Nine  children  comprised  the  family  of  our  sub- 
ject by  his  present  wife,  five  sons  and  four  daugh- 
ters. Their  eldest,  Daniel  L.,  is  a  resident  of 
Sturgis;  Charles  W.  enlisted  as  a  soldier  in  the 
Union  Army  during  the  late  war,  and  died  in  Ten- 
nessee; Mary  is  the  wife  of  John  Machin,  a  resident 
of  Kansas;  Frances  J.  married  AYilliam  Machin,  and 
lives  in  this  county;  John  W.  and  Edgar  J.  hold 
the  honorable  positions  of  ministers  in  the  Method- 
ist Episcopal  Church;  Sarah  E.  married  William 
Ritchie,  and  they  live  in  Three  Rivers;  Ruth  A.  is 
the  wife  of  Frank  Ritchie,  of  Big  Rapids,  this 
State. 

Up  to  the  time  of  the  Rebellion  Mr.  Arney  had 
affiliated  with  the  Democratic  part}^  He  was  then 
convinced  that  he  was  on  the  wrong  side  of  the 
fence,  and  wheeled  into  the  Republican  ranks,  in 
which  he  has  done  efficient  service  as  opportunity 
has  occurred.  He  and  his  excellent  wife  identi- 
fied themselves  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  in  1840.  In  this  Mr.  A.  has  been  a  chief 
pillar,  holding  its  various  offices,  officiating  as 
Class-Leader,  and  occupying  other  positions  of 
trust  in  connection  therewith.  He  is  well  versed  in 
the  history  of  Methodism,  of  which  he  has  made 
quite  an  extended  written  record.  Although  having 
more  than  numbered  his  threescore  and  ten  years, 
he  is  still  hale  and  hearty,  and  an  admirable  exam- 
ple of  a  life  of  temperance  and  good  habits,  and 
possesses  a  rich  experience  of  life  among  the  early 
settlers  of  St.  Joseph  County.  He  is  one  of  those 
honored  men  whose  names  will  be  held  in  kindly 
remembrance  long  after  they  have  been  gathered  to 
their  fathers. 

eOL.  NORMAN  S.  ANDREWS.  This  late 
highly  respected  resident  of  Three  Rivers 
was  born  in  Monroe  County,  N.  Y.,  Nov. 
24,  1824,  and  departed  this  life  at  his  home  in  the 
place  above  mentioned,  May  5,  1882,  after  a  brief 
illness  from  pneumonia.  He  was  therefore  at  the 
time    of   his    decease    aged    fifty-seven  years,   five 
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months  and  eleven  days.  Nature  had  endowed  him 
with  more  than  ordinary  capacities  and  fine  tastes, 
and  at  an  early  age  he  acquired  a  knowledge  of 
surveying  and  civil  engineering,  at  which  he  be- 
came very  proficient,  having  few  equals  and  perhaps 
no  superior  in  the  State  of  Michigan. 

Col.  Andrews  came  to  White  Pigeon  as  early  as 
1851,  as  it  is  known  that  he  assisted  in  platting 
Sargent's  addition  to  that  town  in  that  year.  In 
1852  he  was  an  engineer  on  the  Eel  River  Valley 
Railroad,  and  during  that  year  also  he  accepted  a 
position  with  the  Michigan  Southern.  During  that 
and  the  next  year  this  road  was  located  between 
White  Pigeon  and  Schoolcraft.  Col.  Andrews  was 
employed  at  one  time  on  the  Air  Line,  and  in  his 
duties  as  engineer  operated  on  railroads  in  Illinois 
and  Wisconsin,  and  probably  other  States.  Our 
subject  was  married  after  twenty-eight  years  of  age, 
in  December,  1852,  to  Miss  Martha  Carlile,  step- 
daughter of  Elias  S.  Swan,  of  White  Pigeon,  and 
with  his  wife  took  up  his  abode  in  Three  Rivers  in 
1856.  His  talents  and  his  industry  received  a 
ready  recognition,  and  in  the  fall  of  this  year  he 
was  elected  County  Surveyor  of  St.  Joseph  County 
for  a  term  of  two  years.  AVhen  his  term  expired  he 
was  re-elected  for  another  terra,  which  closed  Dec. 
31,  1861. 

Being  a  man  of  sterling  patriotism  Mr.  Andrews, 
on  the  15th  of  October,  1861,  responded  to  his 
country's  call  for  men,  enlisting  in  Battery  F,  1st 
Michigan  Artillery,  with  thirty  others,  and  was 
chosen  Junior  First  Lieutenant.  His  brother,  John 
S.  Andrews,  of  Coldvvater,  was  selected  as  Captain, 
and  the  company  thus  gathered  together  was  known 
as  the  Andrews  Battery.  It.  was  mustered  into  the 
service  of  the  United  States  Jan.  9,  1862,  and  ex- 
perienced some  of  the  most  terrible  vicissitudes  of 
warfare. 

During  its  eventful  career  this  battery  partici- 
pated actively  in  the  battles  of  Richmond.  Ky., 
Resaca,  Lost  Mountain,  Atlanta,  Nashville  and 
many  others.  In  the  year  1864  Mr.  Andrews  assisted 
in  the  organization  of  the  12th  United  States 
Colored  Artillery,  and  was  appointed  its  Colonel 
July  24.  His  superior  skill  as  an  engineer  attract- 
ing attention,  he  was  appointed  Chief  Engineer, 
with  the  rank  of  Colonel,  on  the  staff  of  Maj.  Gen. 


Burbridge,  commanding  the  Department  of  Ken- 
tucky, which  position  he  held  until  he  was  hon- 
orably mustered  out  of  the  service,  July  19,  1865. 

The  soldierly  qualities  of  Col.  Andrews,  as  had 
been  those  of  his  private  life,  were  of  the  highest 
order.  After  the  war,  in  1866,  he  was  appointed 
by  President  Johnson  United  States  Marshal  for 
the  Eastern  District  of  Michigan,  during  the  mem- 
orable conflict  between  the  President  and  the  Senate. 
There  were  a  number  of  Democratic  aspirants  for 
the  position,  more  than  one  of  whom  had  received 
executive  recognition,  only  to  be  rejected  by  the 
Senate.  Col.  Andrews,  having  some  influential 
Democratic  friends  who  interceded  with  the  Presi- 
dent, his  appointment  was  secured,  and  received 
prompt  confirmation.  In  1868,  however,  when  a 
new  administration  assumed  control,  the  Johnson 
appointments  were  all  supplanted,  and  Mr.  Andrews 
returned  once  more  to  private  life. 

In  1874  Col.  Andrews  was  again  elected  to  the 
office  of  County  Surveyor,  which  position  he  held 
continuously,  with  the  exception  of  one  term  of 
two  years,  up  to  the  time  of  his  death.  He  had,  we 
are  told,  a  very  thorough  knowledge  of  law,  at  one 
period  in  his  life  practiced  as  an  attorney,  and  was 
regarded  as  an  able  advo^cate.  He  platted  and 
mapped  out  a  number  of  villages,  among  them 
Three  Rivers,  and  drafted  the  first  map  of  this  vil- 
lage made  after  its  consolidation,  and  which  still 
continues  in  general  use. 


JLLIAM  G.  CALDWELL,  manager  of  what 
was  formerly  the  Three  Rivers  Mills,  and 
what  is  now  the  Emery  Flouring  Mills,  is 
favorably  known  among  the  business  interests  of 
the  city.  A  native  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
he  was  born  near  Danville,  in  what  was  then  Co- 
lumbia, but  is  now  Montour  County,  Aug.  30, 1831. 
His  parents,  Samuel  and  Jane  (Gingles)  Caldwell, 
were  natives  of  the  same  State,  and  the  offspring  of 
Scotch-Irish  ancestry. 

Samuel  Caldwell  was  reared  to  farming  pursuits, 
and  followed  these  his  entire  life.  William  G.  was 
also  reared  a  farmer's  boy,  and  pursued  his  first 
studies  in  the  district  school.     Later  he  attended 
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Danville  Seminary,  and  after  pursuing  his  studies 
two  years  in  this  institution  commenced  teaching. 
He  thus  spent  one  winter,  then  engaged  as  clerk  in 
the  Montour  Iron  Works.  After  one  year  there  he 
migrated,  in  1852,  to  this  State,  locating  in  Flower- 
field,  St.  Joseph  County,  where,  changing  his  oc- 
cupation somewhat,  he  labored  as  a  carpenter  and 
millwright,  and  thus  operated  for  several  years. 
This  proved  a  valuable  experience,  as  he  acquired 
a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  machinery  belong- 
ing to  flour  ing-mills.  He  subsequently  estab- 
lished in  Three  Rivers,  engaged  in  the  manu- 
facture of  sash,  doors  and  blinds,  at  w^hich  he  was 
occupied  until  the  summer  of  1856.  Then  selling 
out,  he  identified  his  interests  with  those  of  Twitch- 
ell  &  Swartout,  the  firm  name  becoming  Caldwell, 
Twitchell  &  Co.  They  engaged  in  foundry  work 
and  the  manufacture  of  agricultural  implements  for 
two  years.  Our  subject  then  purchased  the  inter- 
est of  Mr.  Green  in  the  sash,  door,  blind  and  lum- 
ber business,  and  in  connection  with  J.  W.  Arnold 
and  L.  T.  Wilcox,  operated  extensively  until  1876. 
At  this  time  Mr.  Wilcox  sold  his  interest  to  Arnold 
&  Caldwell,  and  the  business  was  thus  prosecuted 
until  the  death  of  Mr.  Arnold.  Our  subject  then 
became  sole  proprietor,  and  operated  alone  until 
1882,  when  he  sold  out  his  stock  and  rented  the 
property. 

The  year  following  his  withdrawal  from  the 
above  business,  Mr.  Caldwell  took  charge  of  the 
rebuilding  and  remodeling  of  what  is  now  the 
Emery  Mills,  and  upon  its  completion  became  man- 
ager. These  mills  contain  a  complete  roller  sys- 
tem, with  a  capacity  of  500  barrels  in  twenty-four 
hours,  making  a  very  superior  article  of  flour.  Mr. 
Emery,  the  owner  of  the  mill,  and  a  thorough  busi- 
ness man,  is  a  resident  of  Bradford  County,  Pa. 
The  implicit  confidence  which  he  placed  in  Mr. 
Caldwell  is  a  flattering  commendation  to  the  praise- 
worthy manner  in  which  this  business  was  con- 
ducted. 

The  28th  of  December,  1858,  witnessed  the  mar- 
riage of  our  subject  to  Miss  Martha  A.  Wilcox, 
who  was  born  in  Jefferson  County,  N.  Yi,  in  No- 
vember, 1841.  Mrs.  Caldwell  is  the  daughter  of 
Peter  and  Mary  Wilcox,  who  were  natives  of  New 
York,  and  are  now  dead.     The  family  consisted  of 
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six  children.  To  our  subject  and  his  excellent 
wife  there  have  been  born  two  daughters,  the  elder 
of  whom,  Mabel,  is  the  wife  of  Lewis  M.  Miller,  a 
merchant  of  Kansas  City,  Mo.;  Jessie  married  John 
F.  Drinkle,  a  dealer  in  hard  and  soft  coal  at  Kansas 
City. 

Mr.  Caldwell,  politically,  is  rather  conservative 
in  his  views,  does  not  desire  office,  but  labors  ener- 
getically for  the  election  of  his  friends.  In  early 
manhood  he  belonged  to  the  Republican  party,  and 
later  affiliated  with  the  Greenbackers.  He  has 
served  one  term  as  Mayor  of  the  city,  and  two 
terms  as  Alderman.  Socially,  he  belongs  to  Three 
Rivers  Lodge  No.  57,  and  Chapter  No.  29,  A.  F.  & 
A.M. 


^^EORGE  YAUNEY,  a  resident  of  Centre- 
ville  of  over  thirty  years'  standing,  a  car- 
penter by  trade  and  a  skilled  workman,  the 
evidences  of  whose  genius  may  be  seen  in  number- 
less buildings  in  this  town  and  vicinity,  wisely  re- 
tired from  active  labor  in  1882,  and  is  now  enjoy- 
ing the  comforts  of  a  pleasant  home  in  the  western 
part  of  the  city.  He  came  to  Michigan  Territory 
in  1841,  when  a  young  man  twenty-three  years  of 
aire,  and  lias  watched  with  warm  interest  the  growth 
and  development  of  his  adopted  county.  He  formed 
one  of  those  resolute  and  persevering  spirits  which 
did  not  allow  themselves  to  be  dismayed  by  any 
ordinary  difficulties,  but  l)attled  with  the  elements 
of  a  new  country  and  came  out  of  the  conflict  with 
flying  colors. 

The  main  points  in  a  life  history  of  more  than 
usual  interest  are  essentially  as  follows:  Our  sub- 
ject was  born  in  the  village  of  Ephratah,  in  what 
was  then  Montgomery  County,  but  is  now  Fulton 
County,  N.  Y.,  May  16,  1813.  It  will  thus  be  seen 
that  he  is  a  veteran  of  nearly  seventy-six  years. 
His  father,  Henry  Yauney,  was  born  in  Johnstown, 
N.  Y.,  Sept.  11,  1779,  and  met  his  death  by  an  in- 
jury received  while  riding  a  fractious  horse,  being 
thrown  violently  against  the  pommel  of  the  saddle, 
with  fatal  results. 

The  Yauney  family  is  of  German  ancestry,  and 
the  first  representatives  in  America  settled  in  the 
State  of  New  Jersey.     There   Henry  Yauney,  the 
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paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  born  Sept. 
13,  1749.  He  was  the  second  son  of  Christian  Yau- 
ney,  who  was  born  in  Alsace,  near  the  city  of  Stras- 
burg,  Germany.  The  mother  of  our  subject  was  in 
her  girlhood  Miss  Elizabeth  Allen,  a  native  of  Co- 
lumbia County,  N.  Y.  She  was  born  June  24, 1783, 
and  was  the  daughter  of  Daniel  Allen,  a  scion  of 
a  fine  old  family  of  Providence,  R.  1.,  and  of  En- 
glish ancestry.  They  were  related  to  the  Spooner 
family,  which  emigrated  to  America  in  1600,  prior 
to  the  advent  of  the  Pilgrim  Fathers.  The  parents 
of  our  subject,  after  their  marriage,  settled  in  Mont- 
gomery County,  N.  Y.,  where  the  father  was  cut 
down  in  his  prime,  when  his  son  George,  our  sub- 
ject, was  but  three  years  of  age.  The  widowed 
mother  with  her  four  children  resided  in  New  York 
State  until  the  year  1836,  then  coming  to  Michi- 
gan, located  near  Centreville,  and  was  afterward 
married  to  Dr.  S.  Cummings.  Of  her  second  mar- 
riage there  were  also  born  four  children,  and  the 
mother  died  in  1859.  The  children  of  the  two 
marriages  are  now  eight  in  number. 

The  early  years  of  our  subject  were  spent  in  his 
native  county,  where  he  mastered  the  branches  of 
the  common  school,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty  years 
went  to  St.  Johnsville,  where  he  learned  the  carpen- 
try trade,  and  where  he  met  his  fate  in  the  person 
of  Miss  Catherine  Klock,  to  whom  he  was  married 
in  1837.  Mrs.  Yauney  was  born  in  St.  Johnsville, 
N.  Y.,  June  6,  1816,  and  lived  there  until  her  mar- 
riage. Four  years  later,  in  the  fall  of  1841,  they 
came  to  this  county  and  settled  on  a  tract  of  new 
land  in  the  vicinity  of  Three  Rivers,  which  he 
brought  to  a  good  state  of  cultivation,  and  upon 
which  he  erected  good  buildings.  They  continued 
to*  occupy  this  until  1855,  then  changed  their  place 
of  residence  to  Centreville,  where  Mr.  Y'auney  gave 
his  attention  almost  exclusively  to  his  trade,  which 
he  followed  successfully  until  1882. 

To  our  subject  and  his  estimable  wife  there  were 
born  three  children,  one  son  and  two  daughters. 
The  son,  Charles  E.,  died  in  1852, at  the  age  of  ten; 
Elizabeth,  the  eldest  daughter,  is  the  wife  of  John 
S.  Majors,  of  Centreville;  Charlotte  E.  is  at  home 
with  her  parents.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Yauney  have  trav- 
eled the  journey  of  life  together  for  over  fifty  years, 
and  celebrated   their  golden   wedding  in  February, 


1887.  They  are  remarkably  w^ell  preserved,  and 
are  a  most  worthy  and  excellent  couple,  who  by 
their  consistent  Christian  lives  have  drawn  around 
them  hosts  of  friends.  Both  are  members  in  good 
standing  of  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church. 

Mr.  Yauney  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for 
Martin  Van  Buren,  and  since  the  organization  of 
the  Republican  party  has  been  a  stanch  supporter 
of  its  principles.  He  has  been  content  to  live  the 
life  of  a  quiet  and  unobtrusive  citizen,  having  no 
ambition  for  official  honors,  although  in  his  school 
district  he  has  made  himself  useful  as  a  member  of 
the  board  for  several  years. 

[t-^UGH  P.  STEWART.     The    subject   of  this 

^"      sketch,   at  present  one  of   the   leading  at- 
torneys   in    the  county,  began   life  in    the 

^j  township  of  Lockport,  in  this  county,  in 
July,  1856.  His  youth  was  passed  in  the  vicinity 
of  Centreville,  except  that  he  spent  a  number  of 
years  in  the  neighboring  village  of  Fawn  River, 
where  his  father  conducted  a  large  flouring-mill 
and  a  woolen-mill. 

As  a  schoolboy,  our  subject  never  was  considered 
a  glittering  success.  His  individuality  even  at  that 
time  was  marked,  and  he  never  willingly  bowed 
before  a  schoolmaster  simply  because  the  latter  was 
clothed  in  a  little  brief  authority.  Nevertheless,  he 
succeeded  in  gaining  a  fair  education  at  the  Centre- 
ville Union  School,  and  one  which  was  greatly  in- 
creased by  his  own  labors  in  historic  research  and  a 
close  study  of  the  English  classics.  He  studied  law 
for  two  years  under  Alfred  Akey,  P^sq.,  of  Centre- 
ville, and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1878.  passing 
a  brilliant  examination. 

Mr.  Stewart  continued  his  studies  with  assiduity, 
and  was  at  a  later  period  in  partnership  with  Mr. 
Akey  for  a  time.  Mr.  Stewart  for  several  years 
held  the  position  of  Township  Clerk,  and  has  held 
various  village  oflfices,  including  that  of  Village 
Attorney.  He  has  always  been  an  enthusiastic  Re- 
publican, and  in  the  fall  of  1888  consented  to  ac- 
cept the  nomination  for  Prosecuting  Attorney.  His 
election  by  the  largest  majority  receive'd  by  any 
one  on  his  ticket  is  a  suflacient  indication  of  his  per- 
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sonal  popularity  and  professional  reputation.  He 
now  occupies  that  position,  and  is  senior  member  of 
the  law  firm  of  Stewart  &  Meacham. 

As  a  lawyer,  Mr.  Stewart  is  highly  esteemed  both 
by  his  clients  and  his  brother  attorneys.  It  is  a 
frequent  comment  that  no  other  member  of  the  bar 
has  gained  so  rapidly  in  professional  ability.  His 
methods  are  frequently  original,  and  occasionally 
looked  upon  by  the  fraternity  as  more  novel  than 
legal,  but  as  the  Supreme  Court  has  a  habit  of 
agreeing  with  him  upon  these  occasions,  he  does 
not  complain.  While  not  what  is  generally  termed 
brilliant,  he  is  possessed  of  a  good  knowledge  of 
law,  and  a  way  of  presenting  it  that  generally  brings 
him  success. 

As  regards  his  ancestry  Mr.  Stewart  is  purely  of 
Scotch  descent,  though  his  parents,  David  and 
Mary  (McFarland)  Stewart,  were  born  in  the  State 
of  New  York.  David  Stewart,  who  died  in  1876, 
was  for  many  years  the  leading  merchant  and  busi- 
ness man  of  Centreville. 

Mr.  Stewart  was  married,  in  1884,  to  Miss  Anna 
Hasbrouck,  of  Centreville,  and  their  union  is  blessed 
with  one  daughter.  Mr.  Stewart  is  a  member  of 
several  Masonic  organizations,  and  was  for  several 
years  Master  of  Mt.  Hermon  Lodge  at  Centreville. 


\fl  OHN  ARMITAGE.  The  solid  and  reliable 
I  element  of  Three  Rivers,  its  cultivation  and 
,  enterprise,  are  admirably  illustrated  in  the 
/  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  is  one  of  its  old- 
est and  most  highly  respected  citizens.  After  the 
labors  of  a  well-spent  life  he  is  domiciled  in  a  beau- 
tiful residence,  surrounded  with  all  needful  com- 
forts and  many  luxuries,  and  is  living  at  his  ease, 
being  the  owner  of  a  large  amount  of  propert}^  in 
the  shape  of  city  houses  and  lots,  and  a  fine  farm  of 
215  acres  in  Fabius  Township.  His  land  is  well 
improved,  with  good  buildings,  and  together  with 
his  city  property  yields  him  a  liberal  income. 

Our  subject  traces  his  birthplace  to  the  city  of 
Leeds,  Yorkshire,  England,  near  which  he  was  boro, 
Jan.  19,  1824.  His  father,  William  Armitage,  was  a 
,  native  of 'the  same  shire,  whence  he  emigrated  to 
America  in  1831,  when  our  subject  was  a  little  lad 
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seven  years  of  age.  They  located  first  in  Pottsville, 
Pa.,  where  they  lived  some  five  years  and  thence  came 
to  this  county,  locating  on  the  banks  of  the  St.  Jo- 
seph River,  three  miles  north  of  Centreville,  and 
after  a  time  each  member  of  the  family  was  afflicted 
with  fever  and  ague  with  no  one  to  assist  or  wait 
upon  them.  This  was  only  one  of  tlie  many  afflic- 
tions endured  by  the  pioneer  settlers.  William 
Armitage  possessed  a  sturdy  perseverance,  however, 
and  was  not  a  man  to  flee  from  difficulties  or  duty. 
He  clung  to  his  property,  and  there  with  his  excel- 
lent wife  spent  the  remainder  of  his  days.  The 
mother,  Mrs.  Bathsheba  (Green)  Armitage,  died  in 
middle  life,  in  1856.  The  father  survived  a  period 
of  fourteen  years,  passing  away  in  1870. 

The  parental  household  included  ten  children, 
five  sons  and  five  daughters,  and  of  this  large  fam- 
ily there  is  only  remaining  John  Armitage,  our  sub- 
ject, and  two  brothers.  He  was  the  eldest  son  and 
second  child.  His  boyhood  and  youth  were  spent 
in  the  manner  common  to  the  sons  of  pioneer  far- 
mers, receiving  a  limited  education  in  the  imper- 
fect schools  of  that  day,  and  becoming  familiar  at 
an  early  age  with  the  various  employments  of  rural 
life.  Upon  approaching  manhood  he  learned  the 
trade  of  carpentry,  but  his  preferences  were  for  ag- 
ricultural pursuits.  Soon  after  reaching  his  major- 
ity he  took  the  first  steps  toward  establishing  a  home 
of  his  own  by  his  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  J.  Bond- 
man. This  lady  was  born  in  Montour  County,  Pa., 
and  came  with  her  parents  to  Michigan  in  1835. 
The  latter  spent  their  last  years  in  this  county. 
The  young  people  began  their  wedded  life  together 
on  a  farm  in  this  county,  where  they  continued  un- 
til 1864,  when  our  subject  removed  to  Three  Rivers 
and  thereafter  engaged  as  a  contractor,  while  at  the 
same  time  he  superintended  the  operations  of  his 
farm.  Their  present  residence,  a  fine  brick  struct- 
ure, was  completed  in  1872,  and  with  its  surround- 
ings forms  one  of  the  most  attractive  homes  in  the 
city.  The  family  includes  two  children :  Sarah  M., 
who  is  now  the  wife  of  John  Griffiths,  a  hardware 
merchant  of  Three  Rivers,  and  George  G.,  who  is  a 
resident  of  Hastings,  Neb. 

Mr.  Armitage  has  been  for  years  a  member  of  the 
Presbyterian    Church,   together  with  his  excellent 
wife,  and  to  its  support  has  contributed  liberally  of 
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his  means,  finding  satisfaction  in  its  advancement 
and  prosperity.  In  local  politics  he  believes  in  giv- 
ing his  support  to  the  men  best  qualified  to  serve 
the  interests  of  the  people.  In  State  and  National 
affairs  he  gives  his  undivided  adherence  to  the  Re- 
publican party. 

^ .^^ ^ 


4 


^fr^,EUBEN  MACOMBER,  the  youth  of  niiie- 
11!^  teen  years  who  came  to  the  young  State  of 
JP|,     Michigan  in  1844,  is  now  a  veteran  of  nearly 

^P3  sixty-four,  and  the  possessor  of  a  ripe  ex- 
perience in  connection  with  life  during  the  early 
settlement  of  this  county.  He  migrated  to  this 
region  from  Genesee  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  was 
born  Feb.  18,  1825.  He  attended  school  for  a  time 
afterward  and  began  his  career  as  a  farmer  in  Park 
Township,  after  which  he  became  interested  as  a 
stock-dealer,  operating  in  connection  with  his  father, 
who  owned  a  very  large  tract  of  land  in  Park 
Township.  This  land  was  finely  adapted  to  the 
raising  of  corn,  which  was  largely  consumed  by  the 
stock.  Their  shipments  were  made  during  the 
winter  months,  and  this  business  was  prosecuted  by 
our  subject  for  a  number  of  years,  and  until  1866, 
when  he  retired  from  the  active  labors  of  life  and 
is  now  living  at  his  ease,  domiciled  in  a  pleasant 
home  in  Three  Rivers. 

Our  subject  is  the  son  of  Charles  and  Mary 
(Burt)  Macomber,  who  were  natives  respectively 
of  New  York  State  and  Vermont,  the  father  born 
July  6,  1800,  and  the  mother  March  9,  1805.  The 
latter  is  still  living,  making  her  home  with  our  sub- 
ject in  Three  Rivers.  Charles  Macomber  was  a 
very  intelligent  man,  and,  although  giving  his  at- 
tention principally  to  farming  pursuits  had  a  good 
understanding  of  common  laAv,  and  frequently 
officiated  as  attorney  for  other  parties  before 
Justices  of  the  Peace.  The  parents  left  the  old  farm 
in  Park  Township  after  a  residence  upon  it  for 
twenty  years,  settling  in  Three  Rivers,  where  the 
father  died  in  October,  1874. 

Ten  children  comprised  the  household  circle    of 

Charles  and  Mary  Macomber,  and  eight  of   these 

are    still    living,    making    their    home  mostly    in 

this  State.     Reuben,  our  subject,  was  the  second 

-^^ — ^ 


child  and  son.  He  was  first  married  in  1852,  to 
Miss  Maria  Boutwell,  who  only  survived  her  wed- 
ding six  months.  Mr.  M.  did  not  seek  another  part- 
ner for  several  years,  this  bereavement  proving  a 
source  of  great  sorrow  and  disappointment  in  his 
hopes  and  plans.  In  1868  he.  contracted  a  second 
marriage,  with  Miss  Ora  Griffin,  of  Kalamazoo 
County,  and  to  them  were  born  three  children — 
Charles,  Grace  D.  and  Ned.  Our  subject  is  an  un- 
compromising Republican,  politically,  and  a  man 
who  keeps  himself  well  posted  both  in  State  and 
National  affairs,  and  those  matters  pertaining  to 
the  world  of  business  and  trade.  He  has  mainly 
preferred  the  life  of  a  quiet  and  unobtrusive  citizen, 
and  with  the  exception  of  serving  as  a  stockholder 
and  director  in  the  Three  Rivers  National  Bank, 
has  confined  his  attention  to  his  private  business. 


-'VA/v -a4flj(2j2;®^^ 
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[^  DWARD  B.  LINSLEY,  Secretary  and  Treas- 
^  urer  of  the  Sheffield  Velocipede  Car  Com- 
/fCl^  pany,  of  Three  Rivers,  is  a  gentleman  in  the 
prime  of  life  and  a  capable  and  efficient  business 
man.  He  came  to  this  place  in  the  spring  of  1867, 
and  began  his  business  career  here  as  clerk  for  the 
firm  of  Wing  &  Major,  druggists,  with  whom  he 
remained  a  period  of  four  years.  He  then  formed  a 
partnership  with  A.  W.  Snyder,  and  they  operated 
together  as  druggists  a  number  of  years,  and  then 
Mr.  Linsley  sold  his  interest  to  his  partner,  and  soon 
after  the  organization  of  the  Sheffield  Car  Company 
became  a  member  of  that  firm.  This  soon  afterward 
was  merged  into  a  stock  company  and  our  subject 
was  chosen  for  the  responsible  offices  which  he  still 
holds. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  near  the  city 
of  Rochester,  Monroe  Co.,  N.  Y.,  July  27,  1847. 
He  is  the  eldest  child  of  Darius  M.  and  Margaret 
(Baldwin)  Linsley,  whose  family  included  only  the 
one  son  and  three  daughters.  The  father  was  a 
native  of  Vermont,  a  graduate  of  Middlebury  Col- 
lege, for  many  years  a  teacher,  and  at  one  time 
Superintendent  of  the  city  schools  of  Rochester. 
Subsequently  he  moved  to  AVatertown,  N.  Y., 
where  he  took  a  charge  of  the  Watertown  Institute, 
in  those  days  a  widely  known  educational  institu- 
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tion.  In  1856  he  moved  to  Iowa,  spent  some  three 
yeais  in  the  Hawkey e  State,  and  in  1859  came  to 
Michigan,  locating  in  Kalamazoo.  Soon  afterward 
he  was  made  general  agent  of  the  Michigan  Female 
Seminary,  a  position  which  he  held  several  years, 
and  during  which  time  Edward  B.  attended  first  the 
public  schools  and  later  the  High  School.  He  began 
his  mercantile  experience  as  a  clerk  in  the  store  of 
Roberts  &  Hillhouse,  at  Kalamazoo.  He  was  an  em- 
ploye of  this  firm  for  a  number  of  years,  leaving 
them  to  take  up  his  residence  in  Three  Rivers. 

Mr.  Linsley,  in  the  summer  of  1876,  led  to  the 
altar  Miss  Emma  Burch,  daughter  of  Hosea  Burch, 
Esq.,  of  Three  Rivers.  Mrs.  L.  was  born  Jan.  17, 
1852,  in  Lapeer,  and  spent  the  early  years  of  her 
life  at  Three  Rivers  under  the  parental  roof,  re- 
maining a  member  of  the  lionie  circle  until  her  mar- 
riage. Mr.  Linsley  holds  the  office  of  President  of 
the  Building  and  Loan  Association  of  Three  Rivers 
and  also  of  the  Southwestern  Micliigan  Fair  Associa- 
tion. His  residence  is  in  the  central  part  of  the  city, 
where  he  has  a  pleasant  and  attractive  home. 

Mrs.  Margaret  Linsley,  the  mother  of  our  sub- 
ject, departed  this  life  at  her  home  in  Kalamazoo, 
Mich.,  Aug.  25,  1865.  The  father,  in  1867,  returned 
to  ^'ew  York  State,  and  located  on  a  farm  in  Or- 
leans County.  He  is  now  sixty-four  years  of  age. 
The  Linsleys  trace  their  ancestry  back  to  an  old 
English  family  whose  descendants  crossed  the 
Atlantic  it  is  believed  in  the  Colonial  days. 


^fOHNSON  BENNETT.  The  residence  por- 
tion of  Three  Rivers  forms  one  of  its  most 
I  attractive  features,  and  the  visitor  could  em- 
^)j  ploy  considerable  time  in  making  a  note  of 
the  numerous  fine  dwellings  which  indicate  the  lead- 
ing element  in  the  general  cliaracter  of  its  people. 
In  one  of  these  is  domiciled  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  a  gentleman  who  during  the  years  of  liis 
more  active  life  was  closely  identified  with  the 
growth  and  prosperity  of  the  young  city,  and  con- 
tributed in  no  small  measure  to  the  development  of 
its  resources. 

A  native  of  the  Empire  State,  Mr.  Bennett  was 
born  in  its  most  lovely  portion  on  the  bai.ks  of  the 


lordly  Hudson,  April  17,  1827.  The  son  of  a  lead- 
ing family,  his  father  was  Asa  Bennett,  a  native  of 
Connecticut,  a  gentleman  of  fine  education  and  in- 
telligence, and  a  graduate  of  the  New  Jersey  Busi- 
ness College.  He  was  a  minister  of  the  Dutch  Re- 
formed Church,  a  man  of  great  force  of  character, 
and  one  who  made  his  influence  sensibly  felt  in  the 
various  communities  where  it  was  his  lot  from  time 
to  time  to  reside.  He  married,  in  early  manhood. 
Miss  Sally  Coram,  a  native  of  his  ow^n  State,  and 
the  daughter  of  a  fine  old  English  family. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  finally  removed  to 
Seneca  County,  N.  Y.,  where  they  lived  about  nine 
years,  thence  came  in  the  spring  of  1838  to  this 
county,  making  the  journey  overland  with  beams. 
The  father  selected  land  in  Nottaw^a Township,  and 
was  engaged  thereafter  in  its  cultivation  and  im- 
provement until  called  from  his  earthly  labors. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  the  fourth  in  a 
family  of  seven  children,  five  of  whom  are  still  liv- 
ing. His  boyhood  was  spent  amid  the  peaceful 
employments  of  farm  life,  and  his  education  was 
begun  in  the  common  schools  of  Seneca  County,  N. 
Y.  Later  he  attended  school  at  White  Pigeon. 
Afterward  he  was  a  student  in  Branch  University 
and  Albion  College.  He  then  returned  to  the  farm, 
but  remained  there  only  a  comparatively  brief  time, 
preferring  the  more  stirring  scenes  of  tow^n  life, 
and  becoming  a  clerk  in  the  employ  of  J.  W.  Tal- 
bot, with  whom  he  remained  until  1852.  Einally, 
in  the  spring  of  1865,  he  came  to  Three  Rivers, 
and  purchasing  ground,  built  upon  the  site  of  his 
present  store.  About  that  time  he  formed  a  part- 
nership with  Amos  Wolf,  and  they  embarked  in  the 
dry -goods  trade,  operating  together  for  about  one 
year,  when  the  interest  of  Mr.  Wolf  was  purchased 
by  J.  W.  Talbot,  and  the  firm  name  became  I^en- 
nett  &  Talbot.  The  partnership  continued  until 
1873,  when  it  was  dissolved,  and  Mr.  Bennett  con- 
ducted the  business  singly. 

The  business  career  of  Mr.  Bennett  was  attended 
with  more  than  ordinary  success,  he  being  a  man  of 
sound  judgment,  and  one  who  has  kept  himself 
thoroughly  posted  in  regard  to  commercial  trans- 
actions. Although  largely  engrossed  all  his  life 
with  business  matters,  he  yet  found  time  to  estab- 
lish a  home  and  a  fireside  of    his  own,  being    mar- 
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ried  in  1854  to  a  most  estira^^ble  lady,  Miss  Jane 
Antes,  who  was  born  in  Lycoming  County,  Pa., 
and  at  the  time  of  their  marriage  was  a  resident  of 
Centreville,  this  county.  Two  children  were  born 
of  this  union,  a  son  and  daughter,  Charles  J.  and 
Claudia.  The  former  is  an  attorney  in  New^  York 
City.  He  is  a  young  man  of  more  than  ordinary 
abilities,  possessing  a  fine  education,  and  spent  three 
and  one-half  years  in  Europe,  and  four  years  in 
Ann  Arbor  College.  The  daughter  is  also  highly 
accomplished,  being  a  graduate  of  the  celebrated 
Wellesly  College,  near  Boston,  Mass. 

Mr.  Bennett  has  always  been  recognized  as  one 
of  the  most  efficient  members  of  the  community, 
one  adapted  admirably  to  fill  positions  of  trust  and 
responsibility.  In  1885  he  was  elected  President 
of  the  Village  Board,  and  again  in  1887.  He  is  one 
of  the  pillars  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  to  which 
he  has  given  a  liberal  and  cheerful  support,  and  has 
served  on  its  oflficial  board  a  number  of  years. 


^^  HANCY  E.  SARS,  a  wealthy  and  prominent 
(li  citizen,  and  one  of  the  active  business   men 

^^^Jf''  of  St.  Joseph  County,  is  familiarly  known  as 
the  proprietor  of  the  Three  Rivers  Canning  estab- 
lishment, an  industry  which  gives  in  its  season  em- 
ployment to  between  400  and  500  men.  It  has 
a  capacity  of  40,000  cans  during  the  season,  and  the 
main  building  occupies  an  area  of  40x130  feet.  It  is 
a  large  brick  structure  two  stories  in  height,  and  w^as 
erected  in  1882.  Attached  to  it  are  two  wings, 
45x50  feet,  and  the  works  are  supplied  with  a  good 
engine,  and  the  other  requisite  machinery  for  the 
rapid  transaction  of  business,  turning  out  20,000  to 
25,000  cans,  largely  of  corn.  They  also  handle 
pears,  peaches  and  the  other  fruits.  Interested  in 
this  project  and  associated  with  him  is  the  wife  of 
our  subject  as  a  partner,  she  being  a  very  capable 
lady  witii  a  good  understanding  of  business.  They 
are  people  of  ample  means,  and  when  the  canning 
season  is  over  spend  their  time  pleasantly  in  travel. 
Our  subject  was  born  in  Lewis  County,  N.  Y., 
April  27,  1833,  of  which  he  remained  a  resident  for 
a  period  of  forty  years,  removing  thence  to  Ohio. 
His  parents  were  Christian   and   Emily    (Hollister) 
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Sars,  natives  respectively  of  New  York  and  Ver- 
mont, the  latter  born  in  Bennington.  She  is  still 
living,  and  has  now  arrived  to  the  advanced  age  of 
eighty-five  years.  Christian  Sars  is  deceased.  The 
parental  household  included  eight  children,  of  whom 
Chancy  E.,  our  subject,  was  the  sixth  in  order  of 
birth. 

Christian  Sars  was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and 
the  boyhood  of  Chancy  E.  was  spent  at  the  old 
homestead  in  the  Empire  State  until  reaching  ma- 
ture years.  His  first  business  enterprise  was  in  the 
seed  trade,  and  he  finally  became  connected  with  a 
firm  at  Mt.  Morris,  which  made  a  specialty  of  dry- 
ing corn.  In  1873  Mr.  Sars  embarked  in  business 
on  his  own  account,  carrying  on  what  was  known  as 
the  Circle ville  (Ohio)  Drying  and  Canning  Works, 
which  under  his  excellent  management,  became,  one 
of  the  important  industries  of  that  section. 

Mr.  Sars  came  to  Michigan  fortified  with  a  thor- 
ough experience  of  the  business  in  which  he  is  now 
engaged.  He  has  been  a  man  quite  active  in  poli- 
tics, and  at  one  time  was  nominated  by  the  Re- 
publicans of  his  county  as  a  candidate  for  the 
Legislature,  making  a  good  record,  and  running 
considerably  ahead  of  his  ticket  in  a  strongly  Demo- 
cratic count3^  being  defeated  by  a  small  majority. 
He  has  taken  a  decided  stand  in  favor  of  temper- 
ance, and  at  one  time  gave  himself  up  to  the  work, 
visiting  many  of  the  principal  towns  and  cities  in 
Ohio  in  its  behalf. 

Mrs.  Sars  was  born  in  Onondaga  County,  N.  Y., 
where  she  was  married  to  our  subject,  and  in  1873 
removed  with  him  to  Ohio.  They  have  no  children. 


Since  the  above  was  written  the  subject  of  it  has 
passed  from  this  life,  dying  Eeb.  7,  1889,  while  yet 
in  the  prime  of  a  vigorous  manhood.  His  widow  is 
left  to  mourn  the  partner  of  her  earlier  vears. 


:=^iM=:^L^ 


UILLIAM  J.  TURNBULL,  a  pioneer  settler 
of  this  county,  and  who  with  his  excellent 
^J^^      wife  stands   high   among   the  people    who 
have  known  him  for  so  many  years,  is  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  a  good  home  in  the  shape  of  a  well-culti- 
vated farm  lying  on  section  29  in  Burr  Oak   Town- 
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ship.  Here  he  has  eighty  acres  of  land,  and  all  the 
buildings  necessary  for  his  comfort  and  convenience. 
He  has  lived  the  life  of  a  quiet  and  law-abiding  citi- 
zen, at  peace  with  his  neighbors,  and  seeking  to  do 
good  as  he  had  opportunity. 

A  native  of  Glenville,  Schenectady  Co.,  N.  Y., 
our  subject  was  born  July  25,  1824,  and  is  the  son 
of  Robert  and  Elizabeth  Turnbull,  the  former  a 
native  of  Duanesburg,  N.  Y.,  and  the  latter  of 
Princetown.  They  were  the  parents  of  five  chil- 
dren, and  the  father  followed  farming  all  his  life. 
The  eldest  son,  George,  is  in  Princetown;  Mrs. 
Picket  and  Ellen  are  in  Schenectady;  Eveline  (Mrs. 
John  Clow),  continues  a  resident  of  Glenville,  N. 
Y.;  Agnes  (Mrs.  Calvin  Slawson),  lives  in  Todd 
County,  Minn. 

Our  subject  is  the  eldest  child  of  his  parents.  He 
was  married  in  Glenville,  N.  Y.,  Oct.  29,  1850,  to 
Miss  Harriet  N.  Bullman,  who  was  a  native  of 
Glenville,  and  the  daughter  of  Benoni  and  Mary 
Bullman,  who  were  also  natives  of  Glenville,  and 
passed  from  earth  at  their  home  in  that  place  many 
years  ago.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Turnbull  spent  the  first 
seven  years  of  their  wedded  life  in  Glenville,  then 
came  to  Southern  Michigan,  locating  in  Burr  Oak 
Township,  upon  the  land  which  they  occupied  until 
1866,  and  which  Mr.  T.  sold  that  year,  purchasing 
his  present  homestead,  which  at  that  time  embraced 
120  acres.  He  sold  forty  acres  of  this  in  1884,  and 
has  eighty  acres  left,  which  is  amply  sufficient  to 
furnish  him  with  the  necessary  income  for  his  com- 
fort and  enjoyment.  His  career  has  been  one 
marked  by  honesty  and  integrity,  while  his  estima- 
ble wife  has  been  a  true  companion  and  helpmate, 
standing  by  his  side  in  storm  and  sunshine,  and  in- 
citing him  to  every  worthy  endeavor. 
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SAAC  NULL.  In  the  career  before  us,  neces- 
sarily briefly  sketched  in  a  work  of  this  kind, 
_  we  have  that  of  a  man  descended  from  excel- 
lent Pennsylvania  stock,  who  came  to  Michigan 
when  about  twenty-seven  years  of  age  with  the  de- 
termination to  found  a  homestead  upon  a  portion 
of  its  soil  and  become  a  worthy  citizen  among  its 
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people.  He  came  to  this  county  in  the  spring  of 
1855,  and  purchased  103  acres  of  uncultivated  land 
in  the  vicinity  of  Flat  Bush,  Flowerfield  Town- 
ship, upon  which  he  labored  assiduously  for  its 
improvement  and  cultivation,  and  was  so  success- 
ful that  he  was  enabled  to  add  to  his  landed  estate 
until  he  became  the  owner  of  1,131  acres,  which 
he  divided  up  into  nine  farms.  He  brought  the 
most  of  this  to  a  good  state  of  cultivation  and  en- 
gaged in  mixed  husbandry,  also  in  stock-raising, 
and  in  due  time  attained  an  enviable  reputation  as 
one  of  the  most  thorough  and  skillful  agriculturists 
of  this  region.  He  occupied  his  farm  until  the 
spring  of  1885,  then,  wisely  judging  that  he  had 
contributed  his  full  share  toward  the  farming  inter- 
ests of  St.  Joseph  County,  withdrew  from  active 
labor  and  sought  a  home  in  Three  Rivers,  where  he 
is  now  living  retired  and  in  the  enjoyment  of  the 
fruits  of  his  industry. 

To  begin  with  the  first  experience  of  our  subject 
in  this  busy  world  we  find  that  he  first  opened  his 
eyes  to  the  light  at  the  modest  homestead  of  his 
parents  near  Lewiston,  Union  Co.,  Pa.,  Oct.  13, 
1825.  His  parents,  Jacob  and  Sarah  (Baker)  Null, 
were  also  natives  of  the  Keystone  State,  the  father 
born  in  Berks  County  and  the  mother  in  Union. 
The  former  died  in  Pennsylvania  in  middle  life; 
the  mother  subsequently  removed  to  Ohio  with  her 
little  family,  taking  up  her  abode  in  Sandusky 
County,  where  they  resided  a  period  of  twelve 
years.  Thence  they  came  to  Michigan,  and  the 
death  of  the  mother  took  place  at  her  home  in 
Flowerfield  Township  in  May,    1884. 

To  the  parents  of  our  subject  there  were  born 
nine  children,  five  of  whom,  three  boys  and  one 
girl,  all  died  in  infancy.  Tvvo  sons  and  three 
daughters  are  living,  and  residents  of  this  county. 
Isaac  was  the  fourth  in  order  of  birth.  He  spent 
the  first  fifteen  years  of  his  life  in  his  native 
county,  attending  the  district  school  and  assist- 
ing his  parents  around  the  homestead.  Being  the 
eldest  son,  he  was  necessarily  made  the  head  of  the 
family  after  the  death  of  his  father,  by  which  afflic- 
tion they  were  left  in  rather  straightened  circum- 
stances, and  obliged  to  exercise  great  iuflustry  and 
economy  to  maintain  themselves  comfortably. 

Mr.   Null  developed  into  manhood  in  Sandusky 
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Count^^  Ohio,  where  he  made  tlie  aoquaintance  of 
Miss  Martha,  daughter  of  Jonathan  Alexander, 
and  to  her  he  was  united  in  marriage  when  he  was 
twenty-four  years  oki.  This  lady  was  also  a  na- 
tive of  Pennsylvania,  and  born  near  Williamsport. 
The  young  people  began  their  wedded  life  to- 
getner  on  a  small  tract  of  land  in  Sandusky  County, 
Ohio,  upon  which  Mr.  Null  was  enabled  to  pay 
$oO  down.  He  was  to  pay  $18  per  acre,  and  to 
have  seven  years'  time  at  6  per  cent,  interest.  Seven 
years  later  he  sold  out  for  double  the  price  he 
gave. 

Few  men  have  contributed  in  a  greater  manner 
to  the  development  of  the  agricultural  interests  of 
the  county  than  the  subject  of  this  si^etch.  and  in 
business  channels  he  has  shown  himself  no  less  in- 
dustrious or  lacking  in  good  judgment.  In  the  year 
1872  Mr.  Null  concluded  to  invest  a  portion  of  his 
capital  at  Three  Rivers,  and  put  up  the  fine  brick 
block  a  part  of  which  is  now  occupied  b}^  the 
National  Bank.  This  structure  was  followed  three 
years  later,  in  1875,  by  a  handsome  and  substantial 
residence,  also  of  brick,  and  which,  with  its  sur- 
roundings, forms  one  of  the  most  attractive  homes 
of  the  city.  He  constructed  an  entire  block  in 
1886,  which  is  occupied  by  six  stores,  is  two  stories 
in  height,  and  forms  a  decided  addition  to  the  busi- 
ness portion  of  the  town.  He  also  has  other  build- 
ings within  the  corporate  limits. 

The  family  of  Mr.  Null  comprised  six  children, 
one  son  and  five  daughters,  most  of  whom  have 
fled  from  the  home  nest.  The  eldest,  Mary  M.,  is 
the  wife  of  Calvin  Bingaman,  a  well-to-do  farmer 
in  Flowerfield  Township;  Sarah  A..  Mrs.  George 
Peters,  lives  on  a  farm  in  Flowerfield  Township; 
Lucy  is  the  wife  of  Alexander  Baker,  of  Flower- 
field Township;  Martha  Elizabeth  is  the  wife  of 
Howard  Benfer,  and  lives  in  Flowerfield  Township; 
Rosa  J.,  the  youngest,  is  Mrs.  George  Skeer,  of 
Three  Rivers,  and  William  married  Miss  Vie 
Power. 

Although  usually  votirfg  the  Republican  ticket 
Mr.  Null  avails  himself  of  the  rights  of  the  free 
American  citizen  to  support  the  men  whom  he  con- 
siders best  qualified  for  office,  irrespective  of  party. 
He  has  given  liberally  to  schools  and  churches,  and 
is  a  member  of  the  United  Brethren,  of  which  his 


wife  officiated  as  Trustee  and  formed  one  of  its  chief 
pillars.  He  is  a  man  of  large  benevolence  and 
kindly  charity,  and  it  should  be  a  source  of  pride 
and  satisfaction  that  he  can  say  the  poor  have 
never  been  turned  away  from  his  doors.  Mrs. 
Null  died  Jan.  11,  1886,  at  her  home  in  Three 
Rivers. 
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OSEPH  W.  FRENCH.  In  noting  the  various  . 
industries  that  have^  one  after  another, 
been  instrumental  in  contributing  to  the 
progress  and  importance  of  Three  Rivers, 
none  deserve  more  favorable  mention  than  that  of 
which  the  subject  of  this  sketch  is  President — the 
Three  Rivers  Paper  Company.  The  very  fact  that 
there  is  a  demand  for  this  commodity  to  such  a 
degree  as  to  make  an  establishment  for  its  manu- 
facture necessary  here,  is  evidence  of  the  intelli- 
gent class  of  people  who  form  the  bone  and 
sinew  of  St.  Joseph  County.  Among  these  Mr. 
French  occupies  no  secondary  position.  His  energy 
and  enterprise  are  proverbial,  and  no  one  can  deny 
that  he  is  doing  honor  to  his  New  England  an- 
cestry. 

Mr.  French  was  himself  born  not  far  from  the 
rugged  Atlantic  Coast,  in  New  Haven  County, 
Conn.,  June  8,  1833.  He  is  the  son  of  David  and 
Elizabeth  (Wooster)  French,  who  were  also  natives 
of  that  State.  The  father  delved  a  comfortable 
living  from  his  native  soil,  following  the  peaceful 
pursuit  of  agriculture  his  entire  life,  and  closing 
his  eyes  to  earthly  scenes  in  the  county  which  gave 
him  birth,  in  1845.  The  mother  survived  her  hus- 
band nearly  thirty-nine  years,  her  death  taking 
place  in  December,  1884.  Their  family  included 
five  children,  two  sons  and  three  daughters.  Of 
these  Joseph  W.  was  the  third  of  the  family.  His 
boyhood  days  were  spent  in  his  native  township, 
where  he  attended  the  common  school,  and  was 
more  than  usually  attentive  to  his  books.  He 
finally  developed  into  a  teacher,  which  profession 
he  followed  during  the  winter  season  for  some 
time. 

The  business  career  of  young   French   began   in 
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the  manufacturing  establishment  of  his  maternal 
uncle,  Henry  Wcoster,  who  carried  on  a  good  busi- 
ness as  the  producer  of  combs  of  all  descriptions, 
from  plain  horn  to  the  linest  ivory.  With  him  our 
subject  remained  a  period  of  five  years.  He  then 
determined  to  leave  New  England,  and  the  fall  of 
1854  found  him  in  Three  Rivers,  this  county, 
where  he  soon  afterward  formed  a  partnership  with 
J.  S.  Shailer,  of  Boston,  Mass.,  and  J.  H.  Mather, 
of  Connecticut,  to  engage  in  the  manufacture  of 
axletrees  for  wagons  and  other  vehicles.  The  firm 
prosecuted  business  successfully  about  five  years, 
then  branched  out  into  the  manufacture  of  wagons 
and  carriages.  A  few  years  later  the  firm  was  re- 
organized, under  the  style  of  Bradner  Smith  & 
Co.,  and  turned  their  attention,  in  connection 
with  the  previous  products  of  their  factory,  to  the 
manufacture  of  paper  likewise.  This  industry  was 
inaugurated  in  a  modest  manner,  they  putting  out 
first  simply  the  different  kinds  of  wrapping  paper. 
As  soon  as  they  discovered  it  was  destined  to  be- 
come a  success,  they  commenced  upon  good  grades 
of  printing  paper,  and  from  that  day  on  have  met 
with  undiminished  success. 

The  firm  was  again  reorganized,  in  18G7,  into  a 
stock  company,  and  operated  thus  until  1885,  when 
it  was  succeeded  by  the  present  Three  Rivers  Pa- 
per Company,  which  is  now  composed  of  Joseph 
W.  French  and  his  three  sons.  The  plant  is  located 
in  the  Second  Ward,  in  the  southern  part  of  town, 
conveniently  near  to  the  tracks  of  the  INHchigan  Cen- 
tral and  the  Lake  Shore  Railroads,  thus  affording 
first-class  shipping  facilities.  The  factory  is  now 
equipped  with  modern  machinery,  and  the  product 
is  of  a  very  superior  quality,  one  that  is  fully 
recognized  all  over  Michigan  and  other  States  in  the 
sending  in  of  large  orders,  this  company  probably 
filling  the  leading  contracts  in  this  section.  They 
give  employment  to  seventy  operators,  and  ship  as 
far  east  as  Cleveland,  Ohio,  taking  in  Chicago  on 
the  wa}^,  also  St.  Louis,  Kansas  City,  Denver,  and 
other  important  points.  Their  machinery  has  a 
capacity  of  about  six  tons  per  day. 

Mr.  French  has  been  connected  with  this  enter- 
prise from  its  first  inception,  and  there  is  no  queS'- 
tion  that  its  success  is  largely  due  to  his  business 
abilities  and  good  judgment.    He  is  also  interested 


in  various  other  leading  enterprises  at  Three  Rivers, 
being  President  of  its  National  Bank,  and  holding 
the  office  of  Vice  President  of  both  the  Roberts  & 
Thropp  Threshing  Machine  Company  and  the  Wood 
Pump  Company,  of  Niles.  He  has  also  served  as 
President  of  the  City  Council  a  term  of  six  years, 
is  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  North- 
ern Asylum,  located  at  Traverse  City,  and  Vice 
President  and  Director  of  the  Manufacturers'  Mu- 
tual Fire  Insurance  Company,  of  Detroit;  likewise 
a  Director  of  the  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company, 
of  Chicago,  111.,  and  a  Director  of  the  Michigan 
Central  Railroad.  To  give  proper  attention  to 
these  various  interests  there  is  required  a  level- 
headed man,  and  the  fact  that  Mr.  French  has  been 
retained  from  year  to  year  as  a  trusted  official  is 
indicative  that  he  possesses  this  quality  in  no  ordi- 
nary degree. 

Over  thirtj^  years  ago,  in  1856,  Joseph  W. 
French  w^as  united  in  wedlock  with  Miss  Emily  J. 
Wright,  who  was  born  in  Deep  River,  Conn.,  and 
there  reared  to  womanhood.  Three  sons  have  been 
the  issue  of  this  union — Willard  W.,  Frank  J.  and 
J.  Edward.  They  are  more  than  ordinarily  bright 
young  business  men,  being  associated  with  their 
father;  the  eldest  as  Vice  President  of  the  Three 
Rivers  Paper  Company,  Frank  J.  as  Secretary,  and 
J.  Edward  as  Treasurer. 

W       AVINIA     (FIELD)    BURNS.     In    writing 
I   ^  the  history  of  any  given   locality,   it  is  of 


^   necessity  the  history  of  the  people  inhabit- 


ing the  place  described ;  the  tendency  is  to  refer 
only  to  the  lives  of  the  male  members  of  the  popula- 
tion. In  this  case  we  find  it  oijr  pleasurable  duty 
to  depart  from  the  usual  routine,  and  refer  to  the 
life  work  of  the  lady  whose  name  heads  this  sketch, 
and  who  now  resides  in  Mottville  Village,  and  the 
part  taken  by  her  and  her  husband,  Thomas  Burns, 
now  deceased,  in  bringing  about  the  exceedingly 
favorable  conditions  that  are  enjoyed  by  the  people 
of  the  township. 

This  lady  was  born  in  Steuben  County,  N.  Y., 
township  of  Prattsburg,  in  1823.  She  is  a  daugh- 
ter of  Darius  Field,  who  was  born  in  the  State  of 
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Vermont,  and  lived  there  until  he  reached  years  of 
njanhood.  He  married  Saloma  Clark,  and  removed 
with  her  to  Steuben  County,  N.  Y.  They  lived  in 
Steuben  County  for  thirty-five  years,  where  he  fol- 
lowed farming,  coming  then  to  Michigan  and  settling 
in  Constantine,  where  they  rented  a  farm  for  two 
years,  at  the  end  of  which  they  purchased  land  in 
Cass  County,  Mich.,  where  they  lived  for  some 
time;  they  then  moved  to  Mottville,  where  they 
lived  a  retired  life  until, the  days  of  their  death, 
which  occurred  Feb.  16,  1874,  and  July  2,  1864. 
Both  wete  devout  members  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church. 

This  lady  is  one  of  a  family  of  ten  children,  who 
were  named :  Lavinia,   Rhoda  Adelia,    Harvey    K., 
Hermione,  Destimone,  Darius,  Saloma,  Chester  A., 
Emory   G.    and  Caroline.     Rhoda  A.  married  Mr. 
Orris  Briggs,  in  Prattsburg,  N.  Y. ;  after  they  had 
been  married  about  twenty-eight  years  they  moved 
to  Michigan,  and  reared  a  family  ;  she  died  in  Lena- 
wee   County,    at    the    residence    of    her  daughter. 
Caroline  married  Christopher  Wolgamood  :  she,  with 
her  husband,  lives  in  Nebraska.     Chester  A.   lives 
in   Russell    County,  Kan. ;    he  is  married  to  Rosalie 
Braginton,  a  native   of   Michigan,  her  father  being 
a    farmer    in    this    State.     Henry  K.    was   born   in 
Wayne    County,   N.   Y.,    and  came  West  with  his 
parents;  at  present  he  resides  in  Mottville  Town- 
ship.    Hermione  and    Destimone   are    twins:     the 
former  was  married  to  Joseph  Parker,  a  resident  of 
Steuben  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  died;  she  is  still 
living,  a  widow.     Destimone  is  the  wife  of  Nathan 
Hess,  who  is  a  native  of  Steuben  County,  N.  Y. ; 
they  now  reside  in  Jackson  County,  in  this  State. 
Darius   and    Saloma   are    another    pair    of   twins: 
Darius  married  Sarah  Ray,  a  native  of  Michigan, 
and    they    live   in  Kalamazoo;  he  is  not  in  active 
life.     Saloma  is   living  in  Ontario  County,  N.  Y., 
in  the  town  of  Naples;  she  is   the   wife    of    Hollis 
Tyler,  who  is  a  farmer  near  that  town.     Emory  G. 
was  a  resident  of  Nebraska  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  on  Thanksgiving  Day,   1885;    he  married. 
Elizabeth    Braginton,    who    survives    him.       Mrs. 
Burns  is   the  mother   of   three  children,  all  living. 
They  were  named :  Clayton   J.,  now  living  in  Cali- 
fornia,  and   in  the  mercantile  business;  Hermy  is 
^    living  in  Benzie    County,    near   South  Frankfort, 


Mich.,  and  is  married  to  Willard  Cook;  he  is  a  far- 
mer. Hollis  T.  is  in  the  State  of  Oregon,  and  is  a 
single  man ;  he  is  a  great  traveler. 

Mrs.  Burns  was  married  to  her  husband  Aug.  19, 
1847.  The  latter  was  always  a  farmer  until  he 
moved  into  Mottville  Village,  when  he  retired  from 
active  life.  At  the  time  of  his  marriage  with  our 
subject  he  was  a  widower;  his  first  wife,  Rebecca 
Odell  Burns,  died  in  the  year  1844,  on  their  home 
farm  in  Cass  County,  Mich.  After  her  death  he 
exchanged  the  Cass  County  farm  for  another  in  the 
same  county,  which  he  owned  for  thirteen  years, 
when  he  disposed  of  it  to  William  Simmons.  After 
selling  this  farm  he  bought  land  east  of  White  Pig- 
eon, where  he  resided  for  four  years,  when  he  sold 
it  and  bought  other  property  in  Cass  County,  which 
contained  136  acres  and  was  well  improved.  It  was 
located  on  the  Chicago  Road.  After  operating 
this  for  a  number  of  years  he  sold  it,  and  moved 
into  the  village  of  Mottville,  and  retired  from 
active  life,  and  there  he  died  Jan.  1,  1888. 

Mr.  Burns'  first  purchase  of  land  in  Michigan  was 
a  body  of  500   acres  from  the  Government,  which 
he    improved,    and    finally   sold    at    a   price  which 
made  him  some  recompense  for  the  many   weari- 
some days  of  hard  labor,  and  weeks  and  months  of 
trouble   and  hardship  endured.     All  of  his  tastes 
from  his  earliest  life  were  inclined  to  farming,  but 
in  the  year  1849,  when  the  gold  fever  was  epidemic 
in  the  country,  he  did  not  escape  the  contagion,  and 
he  would  not  feel  content  until    he  had  visited  the 
new  Eldorado.     He  crossed  the  plains  to  California 
with    an    ox-team;    he    was    captain   of    the   train. 
During  his  absence  his  family  lived  on  what  is  now 
known   as    the    Ricker    farm.     During    his  stay  in 
California,   which   lasted    about  two  years,  he  was 
successful  in  the  object  for   which    he   visited    the 
Golden    State.      He    would    have    remained    there 
longer  had  his  family  kept  well,  but  serious  illness 
obliged  him  to  return.     Jan.   1,  1888,  he  died,  at 
the  age  of  eighty  years,  seven  months  and  twenty- 
one  days.     During  his  life  he  was  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  which  organization 
he  had  held  the  office  of  Steward  for  many  years.  He 
was  a   Class-Leader  in  the  same  church   for  fifteen 
years.  In  the  earlier  years  of  his  life  he  cast  his  vote 
with  the  Democratic  party,  but  becoming  disgusted 
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with  the  course  of  that  party  on  certain  vital  ques- 
tions, he  cast  his  ballot  ever  afterward  with  the 
Republican  party. 

Mrs.  Burns  has  passed  through  all  the  hardships 
and  sufferings  incident  to  the  life  of  a  pioneer, 
which  she  has  borne  uncomplainingl3\  and  she  has 
richly  earned  the  reward  of  years  of  quietude  and 
peace,  wdiich  are  now  her  portion.  She  enjoys  the  full- 
est confidence  and  respect  of  all  who  know  her,  and 
none  can  enter  her  presence  without  feeling  that  they 
are  before  one  of  the  many  noble  women  and  mothers 
who  have  contributed  so  largely  and  done  so  much 
to  provide  for  the  present  generation  the  comforts 
and  the  many  advantages   they  now  enjoy. 


YRUS  ROBERTS.  Close  upon  the  heels  of 
other  leading  enterprises  in  Three  Rivers,  as 
the  city  began  to  develop  in  wealth  and 
population,  was  established  the  threshing-machine 
and  corn  sheller  w^orks,  and  of  the  company  car- 
rying it  forward  the  subject  of  this  sketch  is  the 
President.  He  is  a  man  eminently  fitted  for  a  po- 
sition of  trust  and  responsibility,  one  possessing 
more  than  ordinary  intelligence  and  business  qual- 
ifications. A  native  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
he  w^as  born  near  the  well-known  town  of  Taylors- 
ville,  in  Bucks  Covmty,  Aug.  14,  1820,  and  is  the 
son  of  Samuel  and  Delilah  (Holcomb)  Roberts,  who 
were  also  natives  of  the  Keystone  State. 

Samuel  Roberts  w^as  a  w^ell-educated  man,  and 
followed  the  profession  of  a  teacher  a  number  of 
years  during  his  early  manhood.  Cyrus,  our  sub- 
ject,was  the  second  child  of  a  family  comprising  two 
sons  and  one  daughter.  His  boyhood  days  were 
spent  mostly  in  school  until  the  age  of  thirteen 
years,  when  he  commenced  a  regular  apprenticeship 
at  the  trade  of  cabinet-maker.  Five  years  later  he 
started  out  for  himself,  following  in  the  meantime 
his  trade  until  a  man  of  twenty-eight  years.  Ten 
years  of  this  time  were  spent  as  pattern-maker  in 
different  places  in  his  native  State,  during  which 
he  displayed  more  than  ordinary  ingenuity  and 
skill. 

In  the  fall  of  1848  Mr.  Roberts  emigrated  west 
to  Bellevue,  El.,  where  he  engaged  in  the  manufact- 
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ure  of  threshing-machines  upon  a  capital  of  1200. 
This  was  regarded  as  a  rather  hazardous  experiment, 
but  by  careful  economy  and  good  management,  he 
made  of  it  a  success,  in  the  meantime  taking  in  a 
partner,  John  Cox,  they  operating  together  under 
the  firm  name  of  Roberts  &  Cox.  Four  years  later 
our  subject  purchased  the  interest  of  his  partner, 
and  in  the  winter  of  1856  returned  to  his  native 
State  and  spent  one  year,  after  which  he  began 
making  preparations  for  settlement  in  the  farther 
West.  On  the  way  hither  he  stopped  in  St.  Joseph 
County,  Mich.,  to  visit  an  old  friend  and  shop- 
mate,  Stephen  llibbs,  and  later  purchased  what  is 
now  known  as  the  Roberts,  Thropp  &  Co.'s  plow 
shops  in  Three  Rivers.  Later  he  visited  many  of 
the  Western  States  and  Territories  in  the  interest 
of  Roberts,  Thropp  &  Co.,  taking  in  besides  Old 
Mexico  and  other  points  of  interest  in  the  South- 
west. 

In  1884  Mr.  Roberts  completed  the  invention  of 
a  corn -sheller,  which  takes  corn  in  the  husk  and 
produces  it  clean  and  in  good  condition  for  grind- 
ing. With  the  most  thorough  understanding  of 
his  business  and  a  practical  knowledge  which  can 
be  gained  in  no  way  so  w^ell  as  by  experience,  he  is 
well  fitted  for  the  position  wiiich  he  now  occupies 
in  connection  with  the  industry  which  bears  no  un- 
important part  among  the  various  manufactures 
of  Three  Rivers. 

Mr.  Roberts  was  married  in  the  twenty-third 
year  of  his  age  to  Miss  Rebecca  Thorp,  a  native 
of  New  Jersey,  and  they  became  the  parents  of 
four  children,  one  daughter  and  three  sons.  The 
eldest,  James  B.,  is  connected  with  the  establish- 
ment of  which  his  father  is  President,  as  is  also 
George  A.,  Treasurer;  Horace  is  in  Denver,  Col., 
and  Carrie  remains  at  home  with  her  parents. 

NDREW  THOMA.  About  one  of  the  first 
(^fill  enterprises  in  the  building  up  of  a  com- 
§3  munity  is  the  blacksmith-shop,  an  institu- 
tion wholly  indispensable,  both  in  town 
and  in  connection  with  the  farm.  The  blacksmith 
is  almost  invariably  a  man  in  comfortable  circum- 
stances if  he  be  honest  and  frugal,  as  this  class  usu- 
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ally  fire.     The  subject  of  this  sketch   forms  one  of 
the  most  worthy  members  of  the  craft,  and   has  a 
proper  understanding  of  his   business  in  all  its  de- 
tails,     lie  is  the  owner  of  a  good  property,  and  has 
always  been  able  to  maintain  himself  and  his  family 
in  comfort.     This  fact,  added  to  his  reliable  quali- 
ties of  character  and  his  promptness  in  meeting  his 
obligations,    has   made  of    him  a  highly   respected 
citizen  in  Three  Rivers  and  vicinity.    He  combines 
with  hisblacksmithing  the  business  of  a  general  ma- 
chinist, and  since  his  establishment  at  this  point  has 
been  tendered  the  generous  patronage  of  its  people. 
Mr.  Thoma  is  a  native  of  Germany,  having  been 
born  in  the  Grand  Duchy  of  Baden,  Jan.  24,   1830. 
His  father,  Martin  Thoma,  was  a  miller  by  trade,  and 
married  a  lady  a  native  of  his  own  Province.    An- 
drew, like   his    brothers  and  sisters,  was  placed   in 
school   at    the   age  of   six  years,   and   pursued   his 
studies  until  sixteen.     When  nine  years  old  he  com- 
menced  learning  the  miller's  trade,  working  every 
other  night  in  the  mill,  and  attending  school  by  the 
day.     This,  however,  was  not  entirely  congenial  to 
his  tastes,  and  when  eighteen  years  of  age  he  aban- 
doned it  and  began  learning  blacksmithing.      Upon 
reaching  his  majority  he  determined  to  emigrate  to 
America.     After  landing  in  New  York  City  he  pro- 
ceeded westward  to  Toledo,  Ohio,  where  he  spent 
two  years,  and  thence  emigrated  to  White  Pigeon, 
this  county.     He  continued  a  resident  of  the  latter 
place  five  years,  w^orking  in  a  blacksmith-shop  and 
at  whatever  else  he  could  find  to  do,  and  practicing 
the  most  rigid  economy  in  order  to  make  both  ends 
meet  and  save  something  besides. 

The  genuine  German  thrift  and  prudence  of  Mr. 
Thoma  met  with  their  legitimate  reward.  He  found 
friends  wherever  he  went,  and  was  seldom  out  of 
work.  In  the  spring  of  1862  he  changed  his  resi- 
dence to  Lockport,  and  became  an  employe  in  a 
manufacturing  shop.  He  remained  with  this  firm 
a  period  of  fifteen  years,  and  upon  his  withdrawal 
established  a  blaicksmith-shop  of  his  own. 

Our  subject  was  married,  in  1  856,  to  Miss  Hannah 
Schuler,  then  of  White  Pigeon.  Mrs.  Thoma  is  a 
native  also  of  the  Fatherland.  Her  parents  died  in 
St.  Louis,  Mo.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thoma  became  the 
parents  of  ten  children,  six  sons  and  four  daugh- 
ters.    The  eldest  of  these,  Carrie  W.,  is  the  wife  of 


George  Haun;  Rachel  is  the  wife  of  Joseph  Leek- 
ner;  Charles  and  William,  twins;  George  H.  and 
Jennie  J.;  Mary  is  the  wife  of  Arthur  Hahn;  John 
lives  in  Kalamazoo;  Adam  A.  is  engaged  as  a 
jeweler  in  Ottumwa,  Iowa;  Freddie  died  at  the  age 
of  eighteen  months.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thoma  are 
members  of  the  Reformed  Church.  They  have  a 
neat  and  comfortable  residence,  and  Mr.  Thoma 
owns  his  shop  with  its  equipments.  He  is  regarded 
as  a  reliable  citizen,  and  has  many  friends. 


■^'^if^^^^^^^^f^Zf^ 


UGUSTl  S  H.  RENSENHOUSE,  a  lumber 
i^,    dealer  of  many  years  experience,  became 
4^    a  resident  of  Three  Kivers  in  1885,  and  in 
^  the  spring  of  1887  formed  a  partnership 

with  Fred  H.  Moss.  They  have  since  operated  to- 
gether under  the  firm  name  of  Rensenhouse  & 
Moss,  and  they  are  transacting  a  lucrative  busi- 
ness, dealing  also  in  wood  and  coal.  The  leading 
characteristics  of  the  firm  are  the  prompt  attention 
to  the  wants  of  their  patrons,  their  square  dealings 
generally,  and  their  value  as  members  of  the  com- 
munity. 

Mahoning  County,  Ohio,  was  the  birthplace  of 
our  subject,  and  the  date  thereof  Aug.  28,  1848. 
He  was  the  third  son  and  fifth  child  in  a  family  of 
twelve,  the  offspring  of  Frederick  and  Caroline 
(Barron)  Rensenhouse.  The  father  was  a  man  pos- 
sessed of  much  mechanical  genius,  and  for  many 
years  foreman  of  a  blast  furnace  in  Youngstown, 
Ohio,  where  he  died  in  middle  life,  having  been 
burned  to  death  while  at  the  furnace.  The  balance 
of  the  family  left  the  Buckeye  State  about  1854, 
settling  first  on  a  tract  of  land  in  Allegan  County, 
this  State,  where  they  lived  for  many  years.  The 
mother  is  still  living  at  the  old  homestead  in  Alle- 
gan County. 

The  first  fifteen  years  of  the  life  of  our  subject 
were  spent  in  Youngstown,  Ohio,  where  he  attended 
the  common  school.  Later  he  entered  the  nail  de- 
partment of  the  rolling-mill  of  Brown,  Bonnell  & 
Co.,  where  he  spent  five  years.  Upon  coming  to 
Michigan  he  lived  for  a  time  with  his  mother's 
family  in  Allegan  County,  and  later  engaged  in  the 
lumber   trade   as  the   associate  of   Ira  Chafee,  at 
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Allegan,  the  county  seat.  This  partnership  con- 
tinued until  the  removal  of  our  subject  to  Three 
Rivers  in  1885. 

Mr.  Rensenhouse  at  the  age  of  twenty  years 
formed  domestic  and  matrimonial  ties,  being  mar- 
ried in  1868  to  Miss  Hattie  Clarke,  of  Allegan,  and 
they  commenced  the  journey  of  life  together  in 
Allegan  County.  Mich.  This  lady  was  born  April 
8,  1850,  in  Holland,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Adrian 
and  Fanny  Clarke,  who  are  now  still  living  in  Alle- 
gan County.  To  our  subject  and  his  estimable 
wife  there  have  been  born  four  children:  Cora, 
deceased;  Grace,  Glenn  and  Raymond.  Mr.  Ren- 
senhouse votes  the  straight  Democratic  ticket,  and 
in  connection  with  his  business  interests  is  also 
the  Grain  Commissioner  of  St.  Joseph  County.  He 
belongs  to  Lodge  No.  80,  at  Three  Rivers. 


-t 


¥ILLIAM  A.  AKEY,  tlie  twenty-one-year- 
old  editor  of  the  Centreville  Times,  is  a 
native  of  this  place,  and  was  born  March 
13,  1868.  His  parents  were  Alfred  and  Imogene 
(Allison)  Akey,  the  former  a  native  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  the  latter  of  New  York  State.  The}^ 
came  to  this  section  about  1867,  settling  in  Centre- 
ville, of  which  the  elder  Akey  is  now  a  prominent 
attorney. 

Our  subject,  the  only  son  of  his  parents,  was 
reared  and  educated  in  his  native  town,  and  after 
emerging  from  the  public  school  entered  the  office 
of  the  Crusader^  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years,  to 
learn  the  printer's  trade.  Four  months  later  he 
became  connected  with  the  Republican  office,  re- 
maining there  two  years.  We  next  find  him  with 
the  Sturgis  Journal,  and  seven  months  afterward  he 
was  local  editor  of  the  White  Pigeon  Journal,  con- 
ducting this  seven  months.  In  July,  1887,  he  took 
charge  of  the  Centreville  Times^  of  which  he 
served  as  editor  until  Jan.  20,  1889,  when  he  sold 
to  Morten  Walls,  of  White  Pigeon. 

The  Times  was  established  in  September,  1884, 
by  Martin  &  Twitchell,  and  the  latter  two  years 
later  disposed  of  his  interest  in  the  business  to  his 


partner.  It  is  Democratic  in  politics,  and  the  aim 
of  its  editor  is  to  furnish  to  the  people  of  this 
county  the  current  news  in  succinct  and  interesting 
style. 


EMANUEL  M.  GEORGE.  The  mercantile 
interests  of  Three  Rivers  have  in  nowise  been 
J j  behind  those  of  her  sister  cities,  and  present 

a  fair  showing  in  comparison  with  the  other  enter- 
prises which  liave  given  the  city  her  advanced  posi- 
tion among  the  communities  of  the  West.  Among 
those  who  first  established  as  a  general  merchant 
was  Mr.  George,  who,  after  conducting  a  successful 
business  a  period  of  twenty  years,  retired  upon  a 
competency  in  1884,  and  now  occupies  a  comfort- 
able and  attractive  home  in  the  northern  part  of 
town. 

Pennsylvania,  which  has  contributed  so  much  of 
her  best  element  for  the  development  of  the  far- 
ther West,  owns  our  subject  as  one  of  her  sons,  he 
having  been  born  near  Bellefonte,  Center  County, 
March  23,  1826.  His  parents,  Jonas  and  Rebecca 
(Hettinger)  George,  lived  there  a  number  of  years 
after  their  marriage,  then  removing  to  the  vicinity 
of  Bucyrus,  Ohio,  when  their  son  Emanuel  M.  was 
a  mere  child,  they  settled  on  a  farm,  where  they 
lived  until  he  was  a  lad  of  twelve  years.  Thence 
they  removed  to  Ashland,  then  Wayne  County, 
whereour  subject  attained  to  man's  estate  and 
learned  the  trade  of  carpenter. 

Mr.  George  then  drifted  to  Seneca  County,  Ohio, 
where  he  met  his  fate  in  the  person  of  Miss  Mary 
Null,  to  whom  he  was  married  in  1849.  They  so- 
journed there  until  1857,  then  came  to  Three 
Rivers,  and  Mr.  George  engaged  in  mercantile 
business  until  the  outbreak  of  the  Rebellion.  He 
then  went  South  in  the  employ  of  the  Government 
as  a  mechanic,  but  six  months  later  returned  home 
after  his  wife,  who  accompanied  him  back  to  the 
South.  He  was  now  placed  in  charge  as  foreman 
of  a  gang  of  men  employed  in  the  building  of  hos- 
pitals, bridges,  etc.,  remaining  another  six  months. 

Upon  returning  again  to  Three  Rivers  Mr. 
George  resumed  merchandising,  which  he  carried  on 
successfully  a  period  of  eight  years,  and  then  traded 
his  stocl^  of  goods  for  a  farm  of  200  acres,  one  and 
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one-half  miles  west  of  Three  Rivers.  In  June,  1888, 
he  opened  a  notion  and  variety  store  which  is  now 
located  in  Null's  Block  on  St.  Joseph  street.  He 
still  retains  possession  of  his  farm,  and  has  a 
good  town  residence,  all  his  property  being  free 
from  incumbrance.  Mr.  George  began  business 
with  a  limited  capital,  and  even  borrowed  a 
pair  of  pantaloons  to  be  married  in.  He  is  now 
independent,  through  his  own  unaided  industry 
and  perseverance.  He  possesses  considerable  in- 
ventive genius,  the  result  of  which  is  an  adjustable 
hinge  for  farm  gaits  and  a  self  car-coupler,  upon 
which  he  has  taken  out  a  patent.  He  also  invented 
a  device  by  which  use  any  and  all  crank  machin- 
ery overcomes  the  dead  centre.  This  latter  inven- 
tion, especially,  is  of  great  interest. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  there  has  been  born  one 
child  only,  who  died  in  infancy.  Mrs.  G.  was  born 
in  Union  County,  Pa.,  Feb.  22,  1827,  and  in  1844 
removed  with  her  parents  to  Sandusky  County, 
Ohio.  Her  parents  were  Jacob  and  Sarah  (Baker) 
Null,  who  spent  their  last  years  in  Union  County, 
Pa.,  and  St.  Joseph  County,  Mich.,  respectively. 
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^  SAAC  SCHOONMAKER,  a  well-to-do  farmer 
ji  of  Park  Township,  the  son  of  an  honored  pio- 
lli  neer  of  St.  Joseph  County,  and  in  the  enjoy- 
ment now  of  a  fine  property,  may  be  termed  most 
properly  a  self-made  man.  His  father  came  to 
Michigan  with  very  little  means,  but  with  the  strong 
hands  and  resolute  will  which  seldom  fail  of  bring- 
ing success.  Like  him,  our  subject  has  been  one  of 
the  most  useful  members  of  the  community  in  which 
he  has  lived  and  labored  so  many  years,  and  en- 
joys in  a  marked  degree  the  esteem  and  confidence 
of  the  people  around  him.  His  property,  in  the 
shape  of  a  fine  farm  of  140  acres,  with  modern  im- 
provements, is  pleasantly  located  on  section  20. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Park  Township,  Oct.  16, 
1851,  and  is  the  son  of  Abraham  and  Cornelia 
(Tuttle)  Schoonmaker,  both  natives  of  Ulster 
County,  N.  Y.  There  also  they  were  reared  and 
married,  and  thence  emigrated  to  Michigan  in  1837. 
The  father  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land  in  Park 
Township  at  $6.25  per  acre,  from  which  he  cleared 


the  timber  at  a  time  when  his  neighbors  were  few 
and  far  between.  He  and  his  excellent  wife  en- 
dured hardship  and  privation,  together  with  the 
toil  and  anxiety  common  to  those  who  were  strug- 
gling to  build  up  a  homestead  from  the  wilderness, 
with  poor  facilities  for  market,  and  the  many  in- 
conveniences incident  upon  the  absence  not  only 
of  railroads,  but  every  other  means  of  speedy  loco- 
motion. 

Abraham  Schoonmaker  was  an  energetic  and  ca- 
pable man,  and  became  prominent  in  the  affairs  of 
his  township,  serving  as  Supervisor  and  Justice  of 
the  Peace  for  nearly  twenty  years,  with  credit  to 
himself  and  in  a  manner  satisfactory  to  the  people 
around  him.  He  was  kept  in  the  oflfice  until  de- 
clining its  cares  and  responsibilities.  He  identi- 
fied himself  with  the  Presbyterian  Church  when  it 
was  established  at  Three  Rivers,  and  during  the 
remainder  of  his  life  contributed  liberally  and 
cheerfully  to  its  support.  In  his  death  the  county 
lost  one  of  her  best  citizens  and  most  public-spirited 
men.  His  decease  took  place  Feb.  4,  1882.  The 
wife  and  mother  had  passed  to  the  better  land  the 
previous  year,  her  death  occurring  Aug.  30,  1881. 
The  parental  household  of  our  subject  included 
seven  children,  four  of  whom  are  living,  namely: 
Harvey,  a  resident  of  Park  Township;  Edward  T., 
of  Park  Township;  Rachel,  widow  of  the  late  Scott 
Rankin,  of  Centreville,  this  State,  and  Isaac,  of  our 
sketch.  The  father,  politically,  was  a  stanch  Dem- 
ocrat, and  was  familiarly  known  as  "Old  Squire 
Schoonmaker."  He  performed  the  marriage  cere- 
mony for  many  a  couple  in  the  pioneer  days,  and 
was  the  favorite  of  young  and  old,  being  of  that 
cheerful  temperament  which  made  friends  of  all 
with  whom  he  came  in  contact. 

Our  subject  was  reared  to  manhood  under  the 
parental  roof,  pursuing  his  first  studies  in  the  dis 
trict  school.  Later  he  attended  Hillsdale  College, 
where  he  prepared  himself  for  the  profession  of  a 
teacher,  which  he  followed  for  a  period  of  fourteen 
winters  in  succession,  and  in  the  summer  usually 
worked  upon  the  farm.  He  was  married,  April  12, 
1877,  to  Miss  Martha  Beats,  also  a  native  of  this 
county,  and  the  daughter  of  Grantum  and  Theresa 
(Mack)  Beats,  of  Park  Township.  Of  this  union 
there  was  born  one  child,  a  daughter  Mabel,  April 
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17,  1881.  Mr.  Schoonmaker  owns  a  one-third  in- 
terest in  220  acres  of  land,  where  he  lives  and  where 
he  has  carried  on  farming  continuously  for  a  pe- 
riod of  fifteen  years.  Like  his  father  before  him, 
he  is  a  stanch  Democrat,  politically,  has  served  as 
School  Inspector  two  terms  in  his  district,  and 
Township  School  Superintendent  for  three  terms. 
He  officiated  as  Township  Clerk  seven  years  in  suc- 
cession. Socially,  he  is  a  member  in  good  standing 
of  the  F.  &  A.  M.,  Lodge  No.  206,  at  Moorepark, 
in  which  he  is  Master.  June  25,  1888,  he  was  ap- 
pointed Postal  Clerk  on  the  Grand  Rapids  &  Elk- 
hart Railroad. 


ON.  WARREN  J.  WILLITS,  an  ex-member 
1'  of  the  Michigan  State  Senate,  and  now 
^  President  of  the  Sheffield  Velocipede  Car 
Company,  having  its  factory  and  head- 
quarters at  Three  Rivers,  is  regarded  as  one  of  the 
most  capable  business  men  of  the  city.  He  is  a 
native  of  this  State,  having  been  born  in  Cambria 
Township,  Hillsdale  County,  Aug.  19,  1853.  His 
father,  Jonathan  Willits,  was  twice  married,  his 
first  wife  being  Laura  Finley;  she  died  a  few  years 
after  their  marriage,  leaving  a  daughter,  who  is 
now  the  wife  of  John  Tracy,  of  Jackson,  Tenn. 
Some  time  afterward  Mr.  Willits  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Ann  E.  Finley,  a  sister  of  his  first  wife. 
All  were  natives  of  Wayne  County,  N.  Y.  This 
latter  union  was  blessed  with  several  children,  of 
whom,  however,  only  two  lived  to  maturity,  our 
subject  being  the  elder. 

Jonathan  Willits  was  a  farmer,  pursuing  that 
vocation  in  the  State  of  New  York  for  many  years. 
Believing,  however,  that  there  was  a  better  field  for 
his  labors  in  the  young  and  growing  State  of  Michi- 
gan, he  at  an  early  day  emigrated  to  Hillsdale 
County,  where  he  tilled  its  primitive  soil  success- 
fully. His  first  visit  to  Michigan  was  made  in 
1833,  while  it  was  a  Territory,  and  two  years  later 
he  made  settlement  in  Hillsdale.  There  he  re- 
mained until  1864,  when  he  sold  his  farm  and 
removed  to  Three  Rivers,  where  he  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  wooden  pumps,  conducting  that 
business  with  reasonable  success  until  1877.     He  is 
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now  retired  from  active  labor,  but  still  makes  his 
home  in  Three  Rivers,  an  honored  citizen,  and  in 
the  enjoyment  of  a  competence  acquired  by  years 
of  industry.  He  has  never  taken  a  very  active 
part  in  public  matters,  but  has  been  a  member  of 
the  Town  Council  for  several  terms.  When  a  youth 
his  opportunities  for  education  were  limited,  but 
his  native  shrewdness  and  close  observation  have 
made  him  a  well-informed  man. 

At  the  time  of  his  parents'  removal  to  Three 
Rivers,  Warren  J.  Willits  was  but  a  boy  of  fourteen 
years.  His  life  has  since  been  spent  within  the 
limits  of  the  city  which  he  still  calls  home,  and 
which  is  proud  to  own  him  as  one  of  its  best  citi- 
zens. He  began  his  business  career  as  clerk  in  the 
feed  store  of  V.  B.  Clark,  with  whom  he  remained 
two  years.  Subsequently  he  clerked  in  the  post- 
office  under  A.  B.  Ranney,  and  filled  that  position 
acceptably  for  a  period  of  three  years.  Next  as 
book-keeper  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Michigan 
Pump  Company,  with  which  he  was  connected  four 
years. 

Having  now  accumulated  some  capital,  Mr. 
Willets  formed  a  partnership  with  his  father,  and 
they  conducted  the  manufacture  of  pumps  one 
year,  when  the  business  was  merged  into  the  firm 
of  Willits  &  Webb,  which  partnership  continued 
about  five  years.  In  1879  our  subject  associated 
himself  with  George  S.  Sheffield,  the  inventor  of 
what  is  called  the  railroad  velocipede,  and  began 
the  manufacture  of  the  same  in  3  small  way  under 
the  firm  name  of  George  S.  Sheffield  &  Co.  They 
sold  the  first  few  machines  manufactured  to  the 
Michigan  Central  Railroad,  and  the  result  of  this 
was  a  growing  demand,  which  compelled  them  to 
enlarge  the  capacity  of  their  works,  and  conduct 
the  business  on  a  more  extensive  scale. 

Mr.  Sheffield  finally  disposed  of  his  interest 
therein  in  1882,  and  a  joint  stock  company  was 
formed  under  the  name  of  the  "Sheffield  Veloci- 
pede Car  Company,"  the  entire  stock  being  owned 
by  Warren  J.  Willits,  E.  B.  Linsley  and  R.  H. 
Webb.  Mr.  Willits  is  President,  Mr.  Linsley 
Secretary  and  Treasurer,  and  Mr.  Webb  Vice 
President.  Shortly  after  the  organization  of  the 
company,  they  began  the  manufacture  of  hand  cars 
and  push  cars.     Plve  years  later  they  began   put- 
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ting  out  railroad  stand  pipes.  The  works  are  lo- 
cated in  the  southern  part  of  the  city,  near  the  tracks 
of  the  Michigan  Central  and  Lake  Shore  &  Michi- 
gan Southern  Railroads,  which  affords  them  admira- 
ble shipping  facilities.  The  buildings  have  been 
greatly  enlarged,  and  are  substantial  structures  of 
brick  and  wood,  comprising  an  area  of  about  60,- 
000  square  feet  of  floor  space.  The  amount  of 
business  transacted  by  the  company  is  indicated  by 
the  fact  that  they  give  employment  at  times  to  a 
force  of  200  men.  Their  products  are  sold  all 
through  the  United  States,  besides  being  shipped  to 
foreign  countries,  including  Australia.  They  fre- 
quently send  oat  as  many  as  100  machines  at  one 
shipment.  This  is  the  leading  industry  of  the 
county.  A  private  office  is  finely  fitted  up  and 
equipped  with  every  convenience  for  the  rapid 
transaction  of  business. 

Mr.  WiUits  was  married  in  1876,  at  the  age  of 
twenty-three  years,  to  Miss  Addie  E.  Webb,  of 
Three  Rivers,  who  was  born  in  Middlesex  County, 
Conn.,  in  1853.  Her  father,  R.  H.  Webb,  Esq., 
now  a  resident  of  Three  Rivers,  was  also  a  native  of 
that  county,  and  came  to  Michigan  about  1866. 
The  maiden  name  of  her  mother  was  Adeline  A. 
French,  and  Mrs.  WiUits  was  an  only  child.  Of 
this  union  there  have  been  born  a  daughter  and  son, 
Eleanor,  in  Jvdy,  1877,  and  Webb,  in  March,  1883. 
Mr.  Willits  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  P^n- 
glish  Lutheran  Church  in  Three  Rivers,  of  which 
he  is  both  Treasurer  and  Trustee.  He  also  takes  a 
warm  interest  in  the  Sunday-school,  which  is  the 
largest  in  St.  Joseph  County,  and  of  which  he  is 
Superintendent.  An  upright  man  and  a  good  citi- 
zen, Mr.  Willits  enjoys  the  confidence  and  esteem 
of  all  who  know  him. 

The  First  National  Bank  of  Three  Rivers  num- 
bers Mr.  Willits  among  its  Directors  and  stock- 
holders. He  uniformly  votes  the  Republican  ticket, 
and  was  elected  by  that  party  to  the  office  of  Town 
Clerk  many  years  ago.  He  was  next  made  a  mem- 
ber of  the  City  Council,  and  in  1886,  as  the  nomi- 
nee of  his  party  for  the  State  Senate,  was  elected 
by  a  handsome  majority.  While  in  the  Legislature 
he  served  on  various  important  committees,  one  of 
them  being  Railroads,  Roads  and  Bridges.  He  was 
'    also  a  member  and  Chairman  of  the   Agricultural 


College  Committee,  having  in  charge  matters  con- 
nected witli  the  Northern  Michigan  Asylum  for  the 
Insane.  He  has  distinguished  himself  all  through 
his  career  as  a  liberal-minded  and  public-spirited 
citizen,  warmly  interested  in  all  projects  set  on 
foot  for  the  general  welfare  of  the  people.  He  be- 
gan life  dependent  upon  his  own  resources,  and  by 
the  exercise  of  industry  and  perseverance  has  at- 
tained to  a  leading  position  among  his  fellowmen. 
He  maintains  there  is  always  "room  at  the  top" 
for  everv  man  who  will  sufficiently  exert  himself. 


eHARLES  E.  SABIN.  This  gentleman,  a 
man  of  more  than  ordinary  intelligence,  is 
numbered  among  the  fortunate  few  who  pos- 
sess a  record  of  their  ancestors  for  several  genera- 
tions back.  The  Sabin  family  is  ancient  in  its  set- 
tlement in  the  United  States,  the  first  representative, 
it  is  believed,  having  been  one  William  Sabin,  who 
first  prominently  appears  at  the  organization  of 
Rehoboth,  Mass.,  in  1643.  Tradition  says  he  came 
from  Wales,  where  he  had  found  a  refuge  in  flight 
as  a  Huguenot  from  France.  He  was  a  man  of 
wealth  and  culture,  also  very  benevolent,  as  is 
shown  in  the  records  of  the  States,  giving  of  his 
substance  to  those  who  suffered  from  the  ravages 
of  the  Indians.  He  was  a  leading  spirit  in  the 
Rehoboth  schools  and  the  church  affairs  of  Ply- 
mouth. Who  his  first  wife  was  is  not  known,  but 
she  died  soon  after  1660,  and  he  was  married  to 
Martha,  daughter  of  James  Allen.  He  was  the 
father  of  twenty  children.  His  will  was  probated 
in  Boston,  July  17,  1687,  during  the  administra- 
tion of  Gov.  Andrews,  and  is  still  on  file  among  the 
State  records. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch,  now  a  resident  and 
druggist  of  Centreville,  is  a  direct  descendant  of 
William  Sabin,  as  shown  by  the  genealogy  of  the 
family.  He  was  born  in  Orland,  Steuben  Co., 
Ind.,  June  6,  1838,  and  is  the  son  of  Elihu  and 
Lucy  (Eaton)  Sabin,  the  father  a  native  of  Ver- 
mont, and  the  mother  of  Massachusetts.  The  par- 
ents, after  the  birth  of  our  subject,  lived  in  Indi- 
ana, and  spent  their  last  years  in  Orland,  that  State. 
Charles   E.  was  reared    in   his   native  county,  and 
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after  emerging  from  the  district  school  entered  the 
academy  at  Orland,  where  he  completed  his  studies. 
Thereafter  he  employed  himself  at  clerking  in  a 
store  until  the  outbreak  of  the  Rebellion.  Imbued 
with  the  patriotism  of  his  forefathers,  who  had  been 
in  a  marked  degree  the  upholders  of  liberty  and 
justice,  he  proffered  his  services  to  his  country,  en- 
listing in  Company  A.  29th  Indiana  Infantry,  giv- 
ing a  service  of  nearly  three  years.  His  regiment 
was  assigned  to  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  and 
operated  mostly  in  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  Alabama 
and  Georgia.  Mr.  Sabin  within  a  year  after  enlist- 
ment was  promoted  to  the  post  of  Hospital  Steward, 
and  met  the  enemy  at  the  battles  of  Shiloh,  Corinth, 
Stone  River,  Chickamauga,  and  in  other  desperate 
engagements.  He  escaped  wounds  and  imprison- 
ment, but  on  the  1st  of  January,  1864,  received  a 
severe  fall  on  the  ice  at  Stevenson,  Ala.,  from 
which  his  right  leg  suffered  permanent  injury.  He 
remained  in  the  army,  however,  until  September, 
1864,  and  then,  on  account  of  an  affection  of  the 
eyes,  was  obliged  to  accept  his  honorable  discharge. 
Later  his  injured  limb  began  troubling  him,  and  he 
was  obliged  to  have  an  amputation  performed  in 
February,  1883. 

After  leaving  the  service  Mr.  Sabin  returned  to 
his  native  town,  where  he  was  employed  as  clerk 
in  a  dry-goods  store.  Later  he  migrated  to  Ed- 
gerton,  Ohio,  remaining  there,  however,  only  a 
short  time.  Thence  he  came  to  Centreville,  this 
county,  in  February,  1870,  and  in  September  fol- 
lowing engaged  in  mercantile  business  at  Nottavva, 
which  he  conducted  until  1879.  In  the  meantime 
he  had  officiated  as  Postmaster  of  that  place,  from 
January,  1871,  until  the  time  of  his  removal.  In 
the  spring  of  1871  he  was  elected  Justice  of  the 
Peace,  and  served  continuously  as  such  (being  re- 
elected in  1876)  until  March,  1879,  when  he  re- 
moved to  Franklin  County.  Neb.,  in  hopes  that  a 
change  of  climate  might  be  a  benefit  to  his  health. 
In  November,  1879,  he  returned  to  Edgerton, 
Ohio,  and  engaged  in  dairying,  and  the  manufactur- 
ing of  cheese  one  season.  Subsequently  he  resumed 
mercantile  business  in  that  place.  He  returned  to 
Michigan  in  October,  1883,  locating  in  Centreville, 
of  which  he  has  since  been  a  resident.  He  soon 
established  a  drug  business,  in  which  he  is  at  pres- 
^ ^ 


ent  engaged.  He  carries  a  full  line  of  drugs,  medi- 
cines, paints,  oils,  books  and  stationery,  wall  pa- 
pers, notions  and  family  groceries.  His  capital 
stock  is  $3,000,  and  his  annual  sales  aggregate  about 
$5,500.  His  courteous  dealing  and  promptness  in 
meeting  his  obligations  have  secured  for  him  the  es- 
teem and  confidence  of  his  many  patrons,  and  he 
occupies  a  good  position  in  both  social  and  business 
circles. 

Mr.  Sabin  votes  the  straight  Republican  ticket, 
and  is  a  member  of  the  G.  A.  R.  He  has  officiated 
as  Town  Treasurer  two  years,  and  has  held  the 
office  of  Clerk  since  the  spring  of  1888.  He  is 
also  the  Assessor  of  his  school  district.  He  was 
married  in  Edgerton,  Ohio,  Feb.  24,  1869,  to  Miss 
Aurelia  A.  Long,  a  native  of  Ohio,  and  who  was 
born  Sept.  12,1848.  Mrs.  Sabin  is  the  daughter 
of  George  and  Anna  (Backus)  Long,  who  were  na- 
tives respectively  of  France  and  Maryland,  and 
both  now  deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  S.  are  the  par- 
ents of  three  children — Frank  A.,  Harry  C.  and 
Clara  A.  Mr.  Sabin  identified  himself  with  the 
Masonic  fraternity  in  1867,  and  is  a  member  in  good 
standing  of  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church. 

-* #-# ^ 


^11  MOS  C.  WOLF  came  to  this  county  in  May, 
il^fll  1833,  a  little  pioneer  four  years  of  age,  ac- 
companied by  his  parents.  His  father, 
John  Wolf,  of  whom  ample  mention  is 
made  elsewhere  in  this  volume,  settled  on  section 
27,  in  Lock  port  Township,  taking  up  a  tract  of 
wild  land,  from  which  he  constructed  a  comforta- 
ble homestead,  where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his 
days.  He  was  born  in  Columbia  County,  Pa.,  Nov. 
17,  1794,  and  died  at  the  age  of  fifty-six  years. 

The  mother  of  our  subject,  Mrs.  Barbara  Ann 
(Drescher)  Wolf,  also  a  native  of  Pennsylvania, 
survived  her  husband  a  number  of  years,  and  died 
at  the  old  homestead  in  Lockport  Township,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-four.  John  Wolf  was  greatly  pros- 
pered in  his  Western  venture,  and  in  time  became 
the  proprietor  of  800  broad  acres  lying  on  sections 
27  and  22,  the  whole  of  which  he  brought  to  a  good 
state  of  cultivation.  His  energy  and  industry  were 
proverbial,  his  honesty  and  integrity  unimpeacha- 
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ble.  His  life  and  labors  had  a  distinct  bearing 
upon  the  development  and  prosperity  of  St.  Joseph 
County. 

The  parental  household  of  our  subject  included 
ten  children,  all  of  whom,  with  the  exception  of 
one  boy,  Stephen,  grew  to  mature  years,  presenting 
one  of  the  finest  families  in  this  region,  and  repre- 
senting the  high  qualities  handed  down  to  them 
from  a  noble  ancestry.  Amos  C,  our  subject,  was 
born  in  the  village  of  Mifflin,  Columbia  Co.,  Pa., 
Nov.  1,  1829,  and  was  the  eighth  child  of  the  fam- 
ily; Samuel,  the  eldest,  died  at  the  homestead 
when  twenty-one  years  of  age;  Stephen,  already 
spoken  of,  died  at  the  age  of  eleven  years;  he  was 
the  second  child.  Josiah  is  a  well-to-do  farmer  of 
Florence  Township,  and  is  written  of  elsewhere  in 
this  volume;  Catherine,  Mrs.  Isaac  Fort,  died  at 
Lockport  when  forty-two  years  old;  Daniel  F.  died 
in  Centreville  at  the  age  of  sixty-two;  eTohn  F.  is  a 
resident  of  Lockport;  Aaron  died  at  the  old  home- 
stead when  eighteen  years  old;  Mary  Ann  became 
the  wife  of  David  Antes,  and  died  in  Lockport 
when  forty-three  years  old;  Thomas  B.  is  a  resi- 
dent of  Lockport  Township. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  acquired  his  education 
in  the  common  schools  of  Lockport  Towns liip,  and 
has  been  a  tiller  of  the  soil  the  greater  part  of  his 
life.  His  property  comprises  his  father's  home- 
stead, embracing  320  acres  of  valuable  land.  About 
1865,  withdrawing  somewhat  from  the  active  labors 
of  farm  life,  lie  became  interested  in  other  enter- 
prises, and  is  now  one  of  the  principal  stockholders 
in  that  popular  institution  at  Centreville  widely 
and  favorably  known  as  the  A.  C.  Wolf  &  Bros.' 
Bank.  This  was  established  in  March,  1881,  and 
receives  the  patronage  of  the  substantial  business 
men  of  this  part  of  the  county. 

When  a  young  man  of  twenty-four  years  Mr. 
Wolf  assumed  tlie  more  serious  responsibilities  of 
life  by  his  marriage,  Oct.  5,  1853,  to  Miss  Marietta, 
daughter  of  Garrett  and  Elsie  (Garrison)  Sickles. 
Her  parents  were  natives  of  Yates  County,  N.  Y., 
and  she  was  their  third  child.  She  was  born  there 
Feb.  28,  1830,  and  when  an  infant  of  seven  months 
was  brought  by  her  parents  to  this  county,  her 
father  taking  up  the  second  farm  west  of  Three 
Rivers.     The  parents  spent  their  last  years  in  Fa- 


bius  Township,  the  father  dying  in  1865  and  the 
mother  in  1839.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wolf  became  the 
parents  of  one  child  only,  a  son,  George  T.,  born 
Sept.  8,  1854.  He  was  given  an  excellent  educa- 
tion, completing  his  studies  in  the  Commercial  Col- 
lege at  Kalamazoo.  He  was  married,  Nov.  29, 
1882,  to  Miss  Amanda,  daughter  of  Robert  Mc- 
Clinley,  a  native  of  Scotland.  George  T.  Wolf 
has  been  quite  prominent  in  local  affairs,  and  gives 
promise  of  a  worthy  and  honorable  career. 

Mr.  Wolf  during  his  early  manhood  identified 
himself  with  the  Democratic  party.  After  the  war 
the  Greenback  question  claimed  his  attention  and 
sympathies,  and  as  the  candidate  for  this  party  he 
was  elected  County  Treasurer  in  1878.  He  has 
also  served  as  Highway  Commissioner  a  number  of 
years,  and  in  all  the  relations  of  life,  whether  pub- 
lic or  private,  has  maintained  the  reputation  of  the 
dignified  and  law-abiding  citizen,  giving  his  en- 
couragement and  support  to  those  enterprises  best 
calculated  to  advance  the  interests  of  the  commu- 
nity, socially,  morally  and  intellectually.  Mrs. 
Wolf,  a  lady  held  in  high  esteem,  is  a  member  in 
good  standing  of  the  Reformed  Church  at  Centre- 
ville. Her  paternal  grandfather,  Garrett  Sickles, 
did  good  service  in  the  American  Army  as  a  sol- 
dier during  the  Revolutionary  War. 


|^__^  ENRY  B.  SMITH,  late  a  successful  business 
man  and  prominent  citizen  of  Three  Rivers. 
i>^'  was  born  in  Seneca  County,  N.  Y.,  and  was 
(^)  the  second  son  of  Rogers  Smith.  His  child- 
hood w\as  spent  in  his  native  county,  and  in  coming 
to  the  West  a  few  years  later  he  was  accompanied 
by  his  brother-in-law,  John  N.  Wheeler,  who  set- 
tled in  this  county,  where  our  subject  was  reared 
to  man's  estate.  He  became  interested  in  farming 
pursuits  and  located  in  Kalamazoo  County,  where 
he  dealt  extensively  in  live  stock,  buying  and 
shipping.  In  1870  he  came  to  Three  Rivers,  and 
began  dealing  in  grain  largely  in  the  interest  of 
Kalamazoo  firms. 

Upon  coming  to  this  county  Mr.  Smith  was  soon 
actively  identified  with  its  business  interests,  and 
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was  one  of  the  principal  movers  in  tlie  organiza- 
tion of  the  Farmers'  Bank  of  Three  Rivers,  becom- 
ing a  stockholder  and  director,  which  position  he 
held  until  the  time  of  his  death,  in  the  spring  of 
1876.  He  was  married,  in  1853,  to  Miss  Maria, 
second  daughter  and  fifth  child  of  Charles  and 
Mary  Macomber.  Of  this  union  there  are  'two 
sons  living,  twins,  Henry  B.  and  Frank  B.  One 
child  died  in  infancy. 

Mr.  Smith,  politically,  was  an  active  Republican, 
and  financially,  a  successful  business  man,  leaving 
a  large  estate  in  lands  and  money.  After  his  death 
Mrs.  Smith  purchased  what  is  now  known  as  the 
Henry  Dickerson  residence^  a  handsome  two-story 
brick,  one  of  the  most  desirable  dwellings  in  the 
city.  Immediately  opposite  is  another  fine  brick 
residence  belonging  to  the  Smith  estate.  Mrs.  S. 
was  born  in  Genesee  County,  N.  Y.,  and  removed 
with  her  parents  to  Michigan  when  twelve  years 
old.  Besides  the  property  already  mentioned,  she 
lias  a  good  farm  just  across  the  line  in  Kalamazoo 
County,  and  the  two  sons  own  a  valuable  tract  of 
improved  land  in  Cass  County,  which  they  are 
operating  to  excellent  advantage. 


R.  DARIUS  C.  OEE.  Three  Rivers  has 
no  reason  to  be  ashamed  of  her  professional 
men,  and  as  connected  with  the  practice  of 
medicine,  the  gentleman  whose  name  pre- 
faces this  sketch  occupies  a  good  position  among 
his  brethren.  He  is  a  native  of  this  State,  having 
been  born  at  Ann  Arbor,  April  11,  1829.  His 
parents  were  Benjamin  and  Sarah  (Cross)  Gee,  the 
father  a  native  of  Vermont,  and  the  mother  of 
Genesee  County^;  N.  Y.  The  elder  Gee  left  New 
England  early  in  life,  and  was  married  in  the  Em- 
pire State.  Thence  he  migrated  to  Michigan  Ter- 
ritory as  early  as  1826,  eleven  years  before  it  was 
admitted  to  the  Union  as  a  State. 

Ann  Arbor  at  the  time  Benjamin  Gee  came  to 
this  section  of  country  was  but  a  small  village  of 
a  few  illy  constructed  houses.  The  family  lived 
there  ten  years,  and  in  1836  came  to  this  county, 
locating  in  Centreville,  also  at  tliat  time  but  the 
beginning  of  a  town,  where  the  father  pursued  his 
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trade  of  mason  and  plasterer.  He  lived  thirty- 
seven  years  thereafter,  his  death  taking  place  in 
1873,  when  he  was  quite  well  advanced  in  years. 
The  mother  survived  her  husband  a  number  of 
years,  her  death  taking  place  in  Nottawa  Township, 
in  October,  1887,  when  she  was  probably  seventy- 
six  3^ears  old. 

To  the  parents  of  our  subject  there  were  born 
eleven  children,  six  sons  and  five  daughters,  seven 
of  whom  grew  to  mature  years,  and  five  are  still 
living.  Of  these,  Darius  C,  our  subject,  was  the 
second  born.  He  was  a  mere  child  when  coming 
to  this  county,  and  his  early  education  was  con- 
ducted in  the  schools  of  Centreville.  When  reach- 
ing man's  estate  he  decided  to  adopt  the  medical 
profession,  and  accordingly  entered  the  office  of 
his  paternal  uncle,  R.  S.  Gee,  under  whose  instruc- 
tion he  read  medicine,  and  then  took  a  course  of 
lectures  in  the  Homeopathic  Medical  College,  at 
Cleveland,  Ohio.  When  the  course  was  ended  he 
returned  to  Centreville,  where  he  entered  upon  the 
practice  of  his  profession,  and  in  consequence  of 
close  attention  to  business,  accumulated  a  comforta- 
ble property,  and  still  continues  in  the  enjoyment 
of  a  good  patronage. 

In  years  gone  by  Dr.  Gee  has  taken  a  great  de- 
light in  hunting  the  game  which  abounded  in  this 
country  in  the  early  days,  deer,  bear  and  antelope, 
and  in  Kansas  the  buffalo  and  wild  turkey.  The 
Doctor  when  but  a  boy  took  his  first  lessons  in  the 
art  of  killing  the  deer  from  Columbia  Lancaster, 
one  of  the  founders  of  Centreville  and  President 
of  the  Red  Dog  Bank,  one  of  those  wild  cat 
banks  that  were  scattered  over  the  country  in  an 
early  day.  The  Doctor  has  a  fine  collection  of 
birds  in  his  office,  also  buffalo  horns,  deer  heads,  etc., 
that  succombed  to  his  unerring  aim.  The  writer 
saw  in  his  possession  a  flint  which  he  procured  at 
Three  Rivers,  Mich.,  which  measured  twelve  and 
one-fourth  inches  in  length  and  five  and  three- 
fourth  inches  in  width,  beiug  flat  and  oval  in  shape. 

Dr.  Gee  took  unto  himself  a  wife  and  helpmate 
Jan.  23,  1853,  Miss  Henrietta  Powers,  of  Nottawa, 
this  county.  Mrs.  Gee  was  born  Sept.  21,  1835, 
and  died  Nov.  23,  1874,  in  Wasepi,  this  township. 
She  was  the  daughter  of  Henry  and  Almina  (Fields) 
Powers,  who  were  natives  of  Vermont,  and  spent 
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tlieir  last  years  in  St.  Joseph  County.  Henry  Pow- 
ers built  the  first  hotel  in  Nottawa  Township.  To 
the  Doctor  and  Mrs.  Gee  there  have  been  born  five 
children,  only  three  of  whom  are  living.  Mary 
M.  is  the  wife  of  Joseph  Koche,  and  a  resident  of 
Tennessee;  to  them  four  children  were  born:  Harry 
died  in  infancy;  Maud,  born  Sept.  10,  1875;  an 
infant  deceased;  Charley,  born  June  12,  1885. 
Festus  A.  is  a  resident  of  Corinth,  Iowa;  Charlie 
M.  continues  at  home  with  his  parents.  The  Doc- 
tor is  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Health  of  Not- 
tawa Township,  and  a  citizen  of  note  in  his  com- 
munity. 


=^EORGE  W.  GILLISPIE.  Among  the  peace- 
Ij  able  and  law-abiding  citizens,  who  have  pur- 

^^  sued  the  even  tenor  of  their  way,  making 
comparatively  little  stir  in  the  world,  but  perform- 
ing life's  duties  in  a  faithful  and  praiseworthy 
manner,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  is  most  worthily 
numbered.  He  has  followed  carpentering  nearly 
all  his  life  since  reaching  mature  years,  with  the 
exception  of  six  years  spent  as  a  dealer  in  Jour  and 
feed.  He  is  a  skilled  workman,  and  the  city  of 
Three  Rivers  and  vicinity,  where  he  has  operated 
for  nearly  forty  years,  bears  evidence  in  many  sub- 
stantial structures  of  the  ingenious  work  of  his 
hands. 

The  State  of  Pennsylvania,  which  has  contributed 
so  many  of  her  sons  for  the  development  of  the  G  reat 
West,  contained  the  early  home  of  our  subject,  he 
having  been  born  near  the  town  of  Milton,  in 
Northumberland  County,  March  12,  1822.  His 
father,  Daniel  Gillispie,  was  also  a  native  of  that 
State,  and  married  Miss  Anna  Emery,  who  was  born 
in  New  Jersey.  The  former  followed  agricultural 
pursuits,  but  was  cut  down  in  the  prime  of  life, 
dying  when  his  son  George  W.  was  a  mere  boy. 

By  the  death  of  his  father  our  subject  was  thrown 
upon  his  own  resources  at  a  tender  age,  and  was 
taken  into  the  home  of  a  farmer  of  his  native 
county,  with  whom  he  remained  until  a  lad  of 
fourteen  years.  He  was  the  second  child  of  the 
family,  which  consisted  of  two  sons  and  tliree 
daughters,  four  of  whom  survive.  The  eldest, 
William,    died   in    De-ember,    1887,  at  his   home. 


George  W.  served  the  regular  apprenticeship  of 
three  years  at  the  cabinet-maker's  trade,  which  he 
followed  continuously  for  thirteen  years.  In  the 
meantime  he  was  married,  in  his  native  county, 
July  20,  1841,  to  Miss  Sarah  Newman,  who  was  a 
native  of  Union  County,  Pa.,  and  the  daughter  of 
John  Newman. 

Mr.  and  i\Irs.  Gillispie  spent  the  first  years  of 
their  wedded  life  in  their  native  State,  but  in  the 
spring  of  1849,  bidding  adieu  to  the  friends  and 
associations  of  tlieir  youth,  migrated  westward  to 
this  county.  Locating  in  Three  Rivers,  our  sub- 
ject employed  himself  a  year  at  cabinet-making, 
then  began  working  as  a  carpenter,  and  followed 
this  continually  until  1874,  in  which  year  he  em- 
barked in  the  flour  and  feed  business.  Upon  retir- 
ing from  this  he  began  the  manufacture  of  the  arm 
lock  spring  bed  machines,  for  E.  A.  Jones,  to  which 
business  he  devotes  the  greater  part  of  his  time. 
His  family  consists  of  himself  and  wife  only,  their 
only  daugliter,  ]Mary  C,  having  died  at  the  age  of 
nine  years.  Our  subject  and  his  excellent  wife  are 
members  in  good  standing  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  in  which  Mr.  G.  is  a  Trustee,  and  to  which 
he  has  given,  according  to  his  means,  liberal  and 
cheerful  support.  Socially,  he  belongs  to  Lodge  No. 
57,  A.  F.  cfe  A.  M.,  and  also  to  the  Chapter  at  Three 
Rivers.  He  cares  little  about  official  honors,  hav- 
ing served  only  as  a  Councilman  of  the  city. 


-^*l*^^^ 


^p^^EORGE  W.  FULKERSON.  The  subject  of 
(11  this  writing  is  among  the  most  valued  citi- 

"^^Ji  zens  the  county  possesses.  He  is  making 
his  chief  business  the  cultivation  of  220  acres  of 
land  on  sections  27  and  28,  and  his  intimate  knowl- 
edge of  his  calling  in  the  same  is  worthy  of  men- 
tion in  any  volume  treating  of  the  county.  He 
came  to  this  county  in  the  spring  of  1865,  locating 
in  Lockport  Township,  where  he  has  been  a  con- 
tinuous resident. 

The  ance'stry  of  an  individual  is  next  in  impor- 
tance to  his  own  personality,  and  can  never  properly 
be  omitted  from  the  record  of  his  life.  Our  subject 
comes  from  an  old  Pennsylvania  stock,  his  parents 
having  been  John  and  Lydia  (Snyder)   Fulkerson, 
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natives  of  Northumberland  County.  Upon  leaving 
their  native  State  John  Fulkerson  and  family  re- 
moved to  Summit  County,  Ohio,  which"  place  they 
made  their  home  until  the  death  of  their  father, 
Aug.  24,  1863.  The  mother  then  came  to  this 
county  and  made  her  home  with  her  son,  our  sub- 
ject, until  her  demise,  Sept.  19,  1887. 

The  parental  family  included  twelve  children,  of 
whom  our  subject  was  the  youngest  in  order  of 
birth.  He  first  saw  the  light  in  Summit  County, 
Feb.  16,  1841.  He  spent  his  early  days  in  the 
above-named  county,  occupied  with  the  sports  and 
pastimes  incident  to  childhood,  and  gradually  tak- 
ing his  place  amid  the  sterner  duties  of  youth  and 
young  manhood.  Mingling  wdth  the  exercises  of 
the  school-house  were  those  which  could  be  in- 
trusted to  him  in  connection  with  farming,  until, 
almost  unconsciously  to  himself,  he  was  ready  to 
take  his  place  as  an  able  worker  in  any  department 
thereof.  He  remained  at  home  until  the  death  of 
his  father,  with  the  exception  of  one  and  one-half 
years,  and  always  lent  a  Avilling  hand  towaxd  light- 
ening the  many  duties  devolving  upon  his  father. 
The  farm  of  our  subject  was  embellished  with  all 
the  necessary  buildings  and  machinery  used  by  the 
modern  agriculturist. 

George  W.  Fulkerson  and  Miss  Nancy  Dellaven, 
daugliter  of  John  and  Nancy  (McKnight)  Dellaven, 
w^ere  united  in  marriage  May  26,  1864.  This  event 
took  place  in  New  Bedford,  Pa.  The  parents  of 
Mrs.  Fulkerson  were  born,  the  father  Sept.  13, 
1793,  and  the  mother  Sept.  20,  1799.  They  also 
settled  in  Summit  County,  Ohio,  remaining  there 
until  their  death,  that  of  the  father  taking  place 
in  March,  1875,  and  the  mother  Feb.  10,  1857. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dellaven  became  the  parents  of 
twelve  children,  of  whom  Mrs.  F.  was  the  youngest 
bat  one.  She  hailed  from  the  same  State  and 
county  as  our  subject,  July  16,  1840,  having  been 
the  date  of  her  birth.  Our  subject  and  his  wife 
are  the  proud  parents  of  a  daughter,  Olie  A.,  who 
is  the  wife  of  C.  A.  Howard,  of  Constantine;  and  a 
son,  Clark  B.,  who  resides  at  home  with  his  parents. 

Our  subject  takes  great  interest  in  the  i)olitical 
situation,  and  casts  his  vote  upon  the  side  of  the 
Union  Labor  party.  He  has  held  the  office  of 
Justice  of  the  Peace  for  three  years,  and  discharged 


all  duties  of  that  office  in  a  highly  satisfactory 
manner.  His  wife  is  a  member  and  regular  attend- 
ant of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  Both  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Fulkerson  are  known  and  respected  by  every- 
body, and  no  more  hospitable  home  than  theirs 
may  be  found  in  this  region.  A  man  of  sterling 
integrity  and  sound  business  principles,  the  word 
of  our  subject  is  considered  as  good  as  his  bond, 
and  his  name  will  be  remembered  with  gratitude 
long  after  he  has  been  gathered  to  his  fathers.  In 
1862  and  1863  our  subject  belonged  to  Company 
H,  of  the  Ohio  Militia,  under  Capt.  Stall. 
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OSEA  BURCH.  As  a  w^orthy  representa- 
tive of  the  pioneer  element  of  this  county, 
a  man  who  came  to  it  in  his  boyhood  and 

_.  has  steadily  clung  to  the  State  of  his  adop- 
tion, the  gentleman  whose  name  heads  this  sketch 
is  worthy  of  ample  recognition.  A  self-made  man 
in  the  strictest  sense  of  the  w^ord,  he  was  thrown 
upon  his  own  resources  early  in  life,  learning  self- 
reliance  and  independence  of  character,  and  at  the 
same  time  learned  the  important  lesson  that  honesty 
is  the  best  policy,  and  uprightness  the  surest  safe- 
guard in  all  relations  of  life. 

Mr.  Burch  has  had  an  ample  experience  in  the 
business  walks  of  life,  and  has  made  the  most  of 
his  opportunities,  keeping  his  eyes  open  to  what 
was  going  on  around  him,  and  learning  things  of 
more  practical  value  oftentimes  than  classical  book 
knowledge.  At  present  he  is  conducting  one  of 
the  most  flourishing  livery,  sale  and  feed  stables 
within  the  limits  of  Three  Rivers.  Such  has  been 
his  deportment  among  his  business  associates  and 
in  the  community  at  large,  that  he  is  a  man  invari- 
ably well  spoken  of,  and  thus  enjoys  a  generous 
patronage  from  the  best  class  of  people  in  Three 
Rivers  and  vicinity. 

Washington  County,  N.  Y.,  was  the  childhood 
home  of  our  subject,  and  where  his  birth  took 
place  in  the  town  of  Hebron,  Aug.  17,  1828;  His 
father,  Peter  Burch,  was  a  native  of  the  same 
State,  and  a  farmer  by  occupation.  The  mother 
was   in   her   girlhood  Miss   Anna   Scott,  and    she 
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passed  away  when  lier  son  Hosea  was  a  mere  in- 
fant. He  tbus  remembers  nothing  of  a  mother's 
care.  When  a  lad  of  nine  years  he  came  to  ^lichi- 
gan,  accompanied  by  R.  W.  Chamberlin,  stopping 
first  with  him  in  Jackson,  Jackson  County,  where 
he  lived  until  reaching  manhood.  Soon  afterward 
we  find  him  in  Lapeer  County,  where  he  spent 
three  years,  in  the  town  of  Elba.  During  his  so- 
journ there  he  formed  the  acquaintance  of  Miss 
Ellen  Stone,  wdio  became  his  wife  Jan.  1,  1851. 
This  lady  was  a  native  of  Canada,  and  the  daugli- 
ter  of  Samuel  and  Demantha  (Knowlton)  Stone, 
her  father  a  man  of  note  in  his  community  and  of 
good  family. 

Soon  after  their  marriage  Mr.  and  JMrs.  Burch 
took  up  their  abode  in  this  county,  and  our  sub- 
ject entered  the  employ  of  the  Michigan  Soutliern 
Railroad  Company,  his  duties  lying  on  the  St. 
Joseph  Valley  Branch,  he  making  his  headquarters 
at  Three  Rivers,  and  holding  the  position  eighteen 
months.  Later  he  engaged  in  the  grocery  busi- 
ness in  the  same  place,  but  disposed  of  his  interests 
there  in  1855.  In  February  of  that  year  began  liis 
first  experience  in  the  livery  business,  winch  he 
conducted  successfully  until  1863. 

The  Civil  War  being  now  in  progress,  Mr.  Burch 
sold  his  interest  in  the  above-mentioned  enterprise, 
and  enlisted  as  a  Union  soldier  in  Compan}^  II, 
28th  Michigan  Infantry.  He  was  made  First  Lieut- 
enant upon  the  organization  of  the  company,  which 
was  assigned  to  tlie  23d  Army  Corps,  then  at 
Nashville,  Tenn.  From  this  place  they  were  or- 
dered to  Washington,  D.  C,  and  thence  later  were 
sent  to  AVilmington,  N.  C.  Here  began  their  first 
serious  encounter  with  the  enemy,  they  fighting 
their  way  through  the  State  from  Raleigh  to  Golds- 
boro,  under  the  command  of  Gen.  Sherman.  In 
1865  Lieut.  Burch  resigned  his  commission,  and  re- 
turned home,  after  which  he  resumed  business  as  a 
liveryman,  purchasing  new  stock  and  the  old  stand 
which  he  had  formerly  occupied,  and  where  we  still 
find  him. 

The  stables  and  general  outfit  of  which  Mr. 
Burch  is  the  proprietor  comprise  a  well-assorted  se- 
lection of  horses  and  road  vehicles  of  all  kinds, 
and  the  enterprise  has  yielded  him  handsome  re- 
turns.    He   has   put  up  a  fine   residence  near  his 


place  of  business,  a  two-story  brick  house  on  Penn 
street,  which,  with  its  surroundings,  forms  a  most 
pleasant  and  attractive  home.  His  fireside  has  been 
brightened  by  the  birth  of  four  children,  tlie  eld- 
est of  whom,  a  son,  Frank  W.,  lives  at  Beulah, 
Kan.;  Emma  L.  is  the  wife  of  E.  B.  Linsley,  of  the 
Sheffield  Car  Company,  at  Three  Rivers;  Charles 
W.  resides  at  Three  Rivers,  and  Fannie  is  the  wife 
of  Robert  II.  Green,  member  of  the  firm  of  Hart- 
man  (k  Green,  of  Three  Rivers. 

Mr.  Burch  is  a  man  who  has  a  peculiar  faculty 
of  attending  to  his  own  concerns,  meddling  little 
with  politics,  although  he  has  decided  views,  and 
gives  his  support  to  the  principles  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party.  He  has  served  as  Village  Trustee, 
and  occupied  the  same  position  in  connection  with 
the  Three  Rivers  Cemetery  for  the  past  ten  years, 
He  was  a  charter  member  of  Excelsior  Lodge,  L  O. 
O.  F.,  Three  Rivers,  belongs  to  the  Encampment, 
and  is  also  a  Mason  in  good  standing. 


LIOMAS  B.  WOLF.  Nothing  is  more  de- 
lightful than  to  traverse  the  agricultural  dis- 
tricts during  the  harvest  season,  and  note 
the  thrift  and  industry  of  a  majority  of  its  people. 
From  the  abundance  of  its  products  may  be  safely 
argued  the  character  of  the  inhabitants,  for  the  soil, 
however  rich  in  its  natural  resources,  must  be  judi- 
ciously tended,  or  man's  expectations  will  come  to 
naught.  Prominent  among  the  skilled  farmers  of 
this  region  may  be  properly  named  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  who  has  been  liberally  endowed  with 
the  qualities  which  have  insured  his  success,  both  as 
a  tiller  of  the  soil,  a  business  man,  and  a  member 
of  the  community. 

Our  subject  traces  his  birthplace^  to  Columbia 
County,  Pa.,  where  he  first  opened  his  eyes  to  the 
light  May  1,  1832.  He  did  not  live  there  long 
enough,  however,  to  have  fastened  upon  his  mind 
any  recollections  of  his  surroundings,  for  when  a 
child  two  years  of  age  he  was  brought  by  his  par- 
ents to  this  county.  The  father  settled  on  a  tract 
of  land  in  Lockport  Township,  where  he  opened  up 
a  good  farm,  and  where  the  boyhood  of  Thomas  B. 
was  si)ent  in  attendance  at  the  common  school,  and 


•^1^ 


4, 


590 


8T.  JOSEPH  COUNTY. 


4 


in  assisting  his  parents  as  his  strength  and  knowl- 
edge permitted.  He  remained  under  the  parental 
roof  until  'the  death  of  his  father,  being  then  a 
youth  of  nineteen  years.  Soon  afterward  he  and 
his  brother  Amos  assumed  the  management  of  the 
homestead,  which  at  this  time  comprised  250  acres 
on  section  27.  The  brothers  operated  in  partner- 
ship five  years,  and  tlien  Thomas  B.  disposed  of  his 
interest  in  the  property  to  Amos.  The  two  then 
purchased  together  160  acres  on  section  34,  Lock- 
port  Township,  after  which  another  brother  pur- 
chased the  interest  of  Amos  in  this  160  acres,  only 
twenty-two  of  which  had  been  brought  to  a  state  of 
cultivation.  Thomas  B.  and  A.  C.  improved  to- 
gether the  balance  of  this  land,  and  our  subject  re- 
mained upon  it  for  a  term  of  ten  years.  He  then 
sold  forty  acres  to  his  brother  John,  and  traded  the 
remaining  120  to  his  brother  Daniel  for  eighty 
acres  on  section  35.  From  this  latter  he  con- 
structed a  good  homestead,  where  he  has  since 
lived. 

The  22d  of  March,  1854,  witnessed  the  marriage 
of  our  subject  with  Miss  Charlotte  Klock.  This 
lady  was  born  in  Montgomery  County,  N.  Y.,  Sept. 
14, 1829,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Cornelius  and  Eliza- 
beth (Right)  (Fox)  Klock,  who  were  natives  of 
Montgomery,  N.  Y.,  and  who  spent  their  entire 
lives  in  the  Empire  State.  Her  father  was  a  native 
of  Montgomery  County,  where  he  followed  farm- 
ing, and  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-three  years. 
The  mother  had  preceded  her  husband  to  the  silent 
land  in  middle  age,  when  forty-five  years  old. 

Mrs.  Wolf  came  to  Michigan  when  a  young  girl 
of  fifteen  years,  in  company  with  her  sister  Cath- 
erine, Mrs.  Yauney,  who  is  living  in  Centreville  at 
the  age  of  seventy-three.  She  was  the  sixth  child 
of  the  parental  household,  which  numbered  nine 
children,  six  of  whom  grew  to  mature  years.  The 
survivors  make  their  homes  mostly  in  Centreville 
and  vicinity.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wolf  there  was 
born  one  child  only,  a  daughter.  Carrie  A.,  March 
29,  1862.  She  was  given  a  good  practical  educa- 
tion in  the  common  schools  of  Lockport  and  Cen- 
treville, and  is  now  the  wife  of  E.  E.  Wilcox,  of 
Lockport;  they  were  married  Nov.  23,  1887.  Mr. 
Wolf  has  mostly  aiflliated  with  the  Democratic 
party,  although  being  somewhat  conservative  in  his 


ideas,  and  giving  his  support  to  the  men  whom  he 
considers  best  qualified  for  oflfice.  In  addition  to 
his  farming  operations  he  has  found  that  the  feed- 
ing and  shipping  of  stock  is  a  profitable  industry, 
and  followed  this  about  twenty  years,  finding  a 
ready  market  at  Chicago,  Albany  and  Buffalo.  Mrs. 
Wolf,  a  very  estimable  lady,  is  a  member  of  the  Re- 
formed Church.  Mr.  W.  is  a  member  of  the  A.  F. 
(fe  A.  M.,  at  Centreville. 


EE  O.  MILLER,  a  dentist  commanding  a 
lucrative  practice  in  Three  Rivers,  and  oc- 
cupying a  good  position  in  its  business  and 
social  circles,  is  a  native  of  the  State  of  Indiana, 
and  was  born  in  St.  Joseph  County,  May  1,  1849. 
His  parents,  Adam  and  Mercy  A.  (Mead)  Miller, 
were  natives  respectively  of  Ohio  and  Indiana,  and 
are  now  living  in  St.  Joseph  County,  the  latter 
State.  The  father  is  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and 
the  parental  family  consisted  of  eiglit  children,  of 
whom  our  subject  was  the  fifth  in  order  of  birth. 
There  w^ere  two  daughters  and  six  sons,  and  of 
these  four  are  now  living. 

The  boyhood  days  of  Mr.  Miller  w-ere  spent 
upon  the  farm,  and  he  conned  his  early  lessons  in 
the  district  school.  Later  he  became  a  student  in 
the  Northw^estern  University  of  Indianapolis,  and 
soon  after  leaving  this  institution  entered  the  col- 
lege at  Eureka,  III.,  where  he  took  a  twTj-years 
course.  He  was  then  obliged  to  abandon  his  studies 
on  account  of  failing  health,  and  as  soon  as  able 
engaged  in  farming.  In  the  midst  of  this  employ- 
ment he  became  stout  and  hearty,  but  his  tastes 
inclined  to  a  professional  career,  and  he  made  up 
his  mind  to  prepare  himself  for  the  practice  of  den- 
tistry. 

With  this  end  in  view  Mr.  Miller  entered  the 
office  of  S.  M.  Cummins,  of  Elkhart,  Ind.,  wdiere 
he  was  thoroughly  initiated  into  tlie  intricacies  of 
this  important  calling.  He  selected  Three  Rivers 
for  the  scene  of  his  future  operations,  opened  an 
office,  and  soon  found  Idmself  sufficiently  busy.  He 
has  a  practical  knowledge  of  dentistry,  and  his 
office  is  properly  fitted  up  with  all  the  appliances 
necessary    for   the    execution    of    first-class   w^ork. 
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He  keeps  himself  well  posted  upon  the  latest  in- 
ventions and  contrivances  in  connection  with  the 
profession,  and  a  short  time  since  purchased  an 
electric  vibrator — a  new  departure  in  the  practice 
of  dentistry  for  the  extraction  of  teeth  without 
pain.  This  shock  to  the  system,  which  is  dreaded 
by  most  people,  is,  with  the  use  of  this  invention, 
greatly  alleviated,  comprising  a  vast  improvement 
on  the  old  system. 

Dr.  Miller,  on  the  23d  of  December,  1880,  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  8.  Clara  Thorp, 
daughter  of  John  Thorp,  Esq.,  of  Three  Rivers. 
Mrs.  Miller  was  born  Jan.  17,  1856.  Her  marriage 
with  our  siil)ject  has  resulted  in  the  birtli  of  one 
child,  a  son,  Jasper  Allen.  Dr.  Miller  is  a  favor- 
ite in  the  social  and  business  circles  of  his  commu- 
nity. 


/f^^  AMUEL  A.  FITCH,  a  veteran  of  seventy- 
^^^  seven  years,  and  one  of  the  best  known  and 
"Ijjl/^  most  highly  respected  residents  of  Lockport 
Township,  is  the  owner  of  483  acres  of 
valuable  land,  but  makes  his  home  mostly  with  his 
children,  who  are  also  located  in  this  township.  A 
native  of  Mahoning  County,  Ohio,  he  was  born  Oct. 
18,  1811,  and  came  with  his  parents  to  Michigan 
Territory  in  1830.'  His  father,  Charles  B.  Fitch,  a 
man  of  property,  located  first  500  acres  of  land  on 
Pigeon  Prairie,  a  part  of  which  he  improved,  and  of 
which  he  retained  possession  only  about  two  years. 
Then  selling  out  to  different  parties,  he  came  in  the 
fall  of  1 832  to  Lockport  Township,  and  traded  an  80- 
acre  tract  of  land  on  Pigeon  Prairie  for  a  half-interest 
in  a  mill  site,  together  with  157  acres  adjoining  on 
section  31  in  Lockport  Township.  Here  he  erected 
a  sawmill,  with  a  run  of  stone  for  grinding  wheat, 
which  enterprise  proved  a  very  profitable  invest- 
ment. After  a  time  he  added  203  acres  to  his  real- 
estate  possessions,  and  occupied  this  property  a 
period  of  about  ten  years. 

About  1842  Samuel  A.  Fitch,  our  subject,  pur- 
chased the  greater  amount  of  land  in  Lockport 
Township  owned  by  his  father,  and  the  latter  re- 
moved to  Bremer  County,  Iowa,  where  he  lived 
two  or  three  years,  and  then  changed  the  scene  of 
his  operations  to  Chicago,  III.     In  this  latter  city 


he  and  his  excellent  wife  spent  the  remainder  of 
their  days.  The  father  of  our  subject  had  been  a 
very  prominent  man  in  his  day,  a  man  of  more  than 
ordinary  intelligence,  and  who  kept  himself  well 
posted  upon  current  events.  In  Seneca  and  San- 
dusky Counties,  Ohio,  he  filled  the  office  of  District 
Judge,  and  was  also  Judge  after  becoming  a  resi- 
dent of  this  count3^  The  parental  household  in- 
cluded twelve  children,  five  sons  and  seven  daugh- 
ters, of  whom  Samuel  A.  was  the  sixth  in  order  of 
birth. 

Further  facts  in  relation  to  the  career  of  Charles 
B.  Fitch  must  properly  be  mentioned.  He  was  born 
in  Litchfield,  Conn.,  in  1780,  where  he  was  reared 
to  manhood,  and  married  Miss  Harriet  Bissel.  Up 
to  this  time  he  had  been  engaged  since  a  youth  in 
farming  pursuits.  He  removed  first  to  Trumbull 
County,  Ohio,  and  later  tp  Mahoning  County, 
where  he  engaged  in  farming.  Later  he  changed 
his  residence  to  Sandusky  County,  and  then  em- 
barked as  a  sailor  on  the  lakes,  following  the  water 
a  period  of  three  years ^and  becoming  Captain  of  a 
vessel.  Farming  pursuits,  however,  suited  him  bet- 
ter, and  when  resuming  life  upon  terra  firma  he 
settled  near  Tiffin,  Seneca  Co.,  Ohio,  of  which  he 
was  a  resident  six  years  and  until  1830,  when  he 
migrated  to  Michigan  with  his  family,  during  its 
Territorial  days.  During  his  early  manhood  and  be- 
fore the  removal  to  Ohio,  he  shouldered  his  musket 
in  the  War  of  1812,  and  later  was  on  the  frontier 
supplying  the  army  with  provisions.  In  whatever 
capacity  he  was  called  to  fill  he  preserved  the  same 
energy  of  character  which  made  of  his  life  a  more 
than  ordinary  success. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  to  man's 
estate  at  the  homestead  in  this  county,  acquiring  an 
education  common  to  the  young  men  of  these  days. 
The  ambition  of  those  young  men  was  usually  the 
worthy  one  of  seeking  to  establish  a  home  of  their 
own  early  in  life,  and  our  subject  when  twenty-six 
years  old  proved  no  exception  to  the  rule,  and  was 
united  in  marriage  with  the  maiden  of  his  choice, 
Miss  Catherine  R.,  daughter  of  Samuel  Reemsny- 
der.  Her  parents  were  natives  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  came  to  Michigan  at  an  early  day,  where  the 
father  farmed  in  pioneer  style,  meeting  with  the 
usual  results  of  perseverance  and  industry,  and 
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passed  away  at  the  age  of  sixty-seven  years  Of 
Mrs.  Fitch's  union  with  our  subject  there  were  iive 
children,  of  whom  but  two  are  living.  One  son, 
Samuel,  died  when  a  promising  young  man  of 
twenty-two  years,  of  heart  disease,  while  serving  as 
a  soldier  in  the  Union  Army;  the  second  child  died 
in  infancy  unnamed  ;  Edward  H.  was  taken  from  the 
household  circle  when  a  little  lad  eight  years  of  age. 
The  survivors  are:  Milton  B.,  who  married  Miss 
Susan  Caseman;  he  occupies  a  good  farm  on  sec- 
tion 31,  in  Lockport  Township,  and  is  the  father 
of  three  children.  Franklin  N.  married  Miss  Alice 
Tackelberry;  they  have  four  children. 


*t 


^^,  AMUEL  F.  ADAMS,  a  pioneer  of  '35,  when 
coming  first  to  this  county  located  on  a 
farm  in  Flowerlield  Township,  where  he 
spent  two  years.  In  1856  he  changed  his 
residence  to  the  suburbs  of  Three  Rivers,  purchas- 
ing forty  acres  of  land,  a  part  of  which  now  lies  in 
the  corporate  limits,  and  is  valuable  property.  He  is 
now  practically  retired  from  active  labor,  is  a  man 
of  m^ans,  and  able  to  live  at  his  ease.  He  owns  a 
farm  of  240  acres  in  Flowerfield  Tow^nship,  and 
220  acres  in  Fabius  Township,  besides  his  present 
home.  He  still  superintends  the  operations  of  his 
farm,  which  is  largely  devoted  to  stock-raising. 

The  farm  of  Mr.  Adams  in  Fabius  Township 
lies  along  the  banks  of  Clear  Lake,  now  a  popular 
resort  for  fishing  parties.  This  lake  is  fifty  feet 
above  the  level  of  Three  Rivers,  and  the  water  is 
of  the  quality  indicated  by  its  name,  fed  by  springs 
which  threw  up  in  summer  time  a  liquid  nearly  as 
cold  as  ice  water.  Mr.  Adams  may  properly  be 
named  among  the  self-made  men  of  St.  eJoseph 
County,  for  he  commenced  in  life  with  no  other 
means  than  his  own  resources,  and  has  gradually 
made  his  w^ay  up  to  a  good  position,  socially  and 
financially.  His  family  consists  of  himself  and  his 
estimable  wife,  they  having  no  children. 

The  childhood  home  of  Mr.  Adams  was  in  the 
vicinity  of  Rochester,  Monroe  Co.,  N.  Y.,  w^here 
he  was  born  July  15,  1823.  His  father,  Dr.  John 
Adams,  was  a  noted  physician  and  surgeon,  and 
married  Miss  Sarah  Porter,  who,  like  himself,  was 


a  native  of  Berkshire,  Mass.  The  family  is  an  old 
and  liighly  respected  one,  of  English  extraction, 
and  was  first  represented  on  this  side  of  the  Atlan- 
tic probably  during  the  Colonial  days. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  after  their  marriage, 
leaving  New  England,  settled  in  Henrietta,  N.  Y., 
but  two  years  later  removed  to  Lyons,  in  Wayne 
County,  wliere  the  father  followed  the  practice  of 
his  profession  many  years,  and  where  he  spent 
his  declining  years;  the  mother  is  also  deceased. 
The  parental  household  included  four  children,  of 
whom  Samuel  P.,  our  subject,  was  the  eldest  born. 
He  attended  the  common  schools  at  Lyons,  and 
later  became  a  clerk  in  a  general  store,  which  occu- 
pation he  followed  about  four  years.  After  this 
he  engaged  as  a  contractor  for  canals,  railroads, 
bridges,  and  other  public  works,  until  making  up 
his  mind  to  settle  in  the  farther  West.  He  was 
married  in  Newark,  N.  Y.,  in  1857,  to  Senesa, 
daughter  of  Liberty  and  Lucy  Straw;  she  was  born 
in  New  York  in  1831. 


^LIAS  R.  WILLEMIN.  From  the  Keystone 
|-«j  State  there  have  emanated  some  of  the  most 
Jl^  substantial  men  of  the  West.  Within  her 
borders  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born,  in  Union 
County.  Oct.  8,  1818.  His  first  recollections  are  of 
the  modest  homestead  in  the  township  of  Union, 
Pa.,  where  he  was  reared  amid  the  simple  pursuits 
of  farm  life,  and  obtained  his  education  in  the  com- 
mon school.  In  the  spring  of  1840,  when  a  young 
man  of  twenty-two  years,  he  removed  with  his  par- 
ents to  Indiana,  and  remained  a  member  of  his 
father's  household  until  the  death  of  the  latter, 
which  occurred  in  1844.  Two  years  later,  Elias  R., 
starting  out  for  himself,  commenced  farming  in  In- 
diana, but  in  the  fall  of  that  year  determined  to  seek 
his  fortunes  on  the  soil  of  Michigan.  The  month 
of  November  found  him  located  in  the  vicinity  of 
Moorepark,  Park  Tow^nship,  upon  a  rented  farm 
belonging  to  E.  S.  Moore,  and  which  he  operated 
two  years.  He  then  removed  to  the  farm  of  his 
uncle,  George  Hill,  conducting  this  also  two  years. 
In  November  of  1850  our  subject  purchased  of 
Benjamin  Gould,  of  Utica,  N.  Y.,  eighty  acres  of 
wild  land   one   mile    south    of   Moorepark.      This 
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property  he  improved,  and  later  traded  for  his 
present  farm,  which  now  embraces  210  acres  on 
sections  6,  3  and  1,  of  Lockport,  Fabius  and  Flor- 
ence Townships,  respectively.  Later  Mr.  Willemin 
added  to  his  real  estate  by  the  purcliase  of  forty 
acres,  and  now  has  a  fine  body  of  land  250  acres  in 
extent.  Here  he  has  been  very  successful  in  his 
operations  as  a  tiller  of  the  soil,  and  has  gathered 
about  him  the  modern  conveniences  and  improve- 
ments essential  to  the  prosperity  of  the  agriculturist 
of  to-day.  His  buildings  are  substantial,  while  his 
farm  machinery  is  of  the  latest  improved  pattern. 
He  keeps  a  goodly  assortment  of  live  stock,  and 
avails  himself  of  modern  methods,  keeping  himself 
well  posted  in  regard  to  the  late  inventions  and  the 
best  methods  of  pursuing  his  calling. 

Of  substantial  Pennsylvania  stock,  our  subject  is 
the  son  of  Francis  and  Catherine  (Reniger)  Wille- 
min, who  were  also  natives  of  the  Keystone  State, 
the  father  born  in  Lancaster  County,  May  8,  1795, 
and  the  mother  in  Union  County,  Nov.  27,  1797. 
Francis  Willemin  was  brought  up  on  a  farm,  re- 
ceiving his  education  in  the  common  school,  but 
upon  approaching  manhood  learned  the  cooper 
trade,  which  he  followed  during  the  winter  seasons, 
whUe  in  summer  he  employed  himself  at  agricult- 
ural pursuits.  The  parents  were  married  in  Union 
County,  Pa.,  and  removed  thence  early  in  life  to 
Davis  County,  Ind.,  settling  on  a  tract  of  new  land 
about  two  miles  from  Washington,  the  county  seat. 
The  father  purchased  160  acres,  from  which  he 
cleared  a  farm  and  built  up  a  good  homestead.  He 
was  not  permitted,  however,  to  live  to  be  aged,  his 
death  taking  place  in  1844,  a  few  years  after  his  re- 
moval to  Indiana. 

The  grandparents  of  our  subject  on  both  sides  of 
the  house  were  natives  of  Southern  Pennsylvania. 
The  Willemins  were  originally  from  France.  To 
Francis  and  Catherine  Willemin,  the  parents  of  our 
subject,  there  were  born  nine  children,  all  natives  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  with  the  exception  of  our  sub- 
ject, all  died  and  were  buried  in.  Indiana.  The 
mother  lived  to  be  nearly  seventy  years  of  age,  and 
spent  her  last  years  at  the  old  homestead  in  the 
Hoosier  State.  On  the  7th  of  March,  1850,  occurred 
one  of  the  most  interesting  events  in  the  life  of 
our  subject,  namely,  his  marriage  with  Miss  Nancy 


J.,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Eleanor  (Brown)  Allen, 
the  wedding  taking  place  at  the  bride's  home  in 
Moorepark.  Mrs.  Nancy  J.  Willemin  was  the 
eldest  child  of  her  parents,  and  w^as  born  April  15, 
1823,  in  Pennsylvania.  Samuel  Allen  and  his  wife 
were  natives  of  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  and  left  the  Key- 
stone State  a  few  years  after  their  marriage,  settling 
in  Knox  County,  Ind.  The  mother  died  at  Vin- 
cennes  when  about  seventy  years  of  age.  Mr. 
Allen  afterward  made  his  home  with  his  daughter, 
Nancy  J.,  and  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-three. 
The  parental  household  includes  five  children,  of 
all  of  whom  are  living.  The  father  during  the  War 
of  1812  did  good  service  in  the  American  Army. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Willemin  commenced  their  wedded 
life  together  in  Park  Township,  St.  Joseph  Co., 
Mich.,  and  in  due  time  became  the  parents  of  six 
children,  who  still  forma  household  circle  unbroken 
by  death.  The  eldest  daughter,  Ella,  is  the  wife  of 
Cap  Champlin,  proprietor  of  a  Eourishing  hardware 
business  in  Mendqn;  Mary,  Mrs.  Tallman,  lives  on 
a  farm  in  Sedgwick  County,  Kan. ;  Martha  H.  is 
the  wife  of  Solomon  Beckwith,  a  carpenter  and 
builder,  of  Red  Cloud,  Neb. ;  William  M.  is  engaged 
in  general  merchandising  at  Wetzell,  Antrim  Co., 
Mich.,  where  he  is  also  Postmaster;  Anna,  a 
young  lady  of  good  business  talents,  is  cashier  for 
the  firm  of  Hickmott  and  Dewitt,  general  merchants 
at  Mendon;  George  R.  continues  at  home  with  his 
parents. 

Mr.  Willemin  is  a  member  in  good  standing  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  while  his  estimable 
wife  belongs  to  the  Presbyterian  Church.  Mrs. 
Willemin  is  the  offspring  of  an  excellent  family,  and 
her  brother,  Samuel  Allen,  who  died  at  Westfield, 
III.,  in  1886,  was  President  of  the  college  there, 
having  acquired  a  fine  education,  and  was  a  gradu- 
ate of  Oberlin  College. 


(^  j^ILLIAM  H.  VAN  BUREN  is  one  of  the 
\rJ//  native-born  citizens  of  St.  Joseph  County, 
^^  who,  sons  of  its  noble  pioneers,  having  been 
reared  within  its  limits,  developing  with  its  growth, 
are  now  numbered  among  its  most  influential  and 
honored  citizens.     He  is  a  farmer  and  stock-grower 
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in  Florence  Township,  liis  fine  farm  being  located 
very  pleasantly  on  section  13,  and  he  is  closely 
identified  with  the  public  life  of  the  place,  he 
being  Supervisor  of  the  township,  of  which  office 
he  has  been  an  incumbent  for  a  number  of  years. 

Henry  Van  Buren,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  New  York,  Feb.  9,  1803.  In  1835  he  came 
to  White  Pigeon,  this  county,  and  located  some 
land;  he  then  returned  to  his  native  State.  After 
his  marriage  in  1837,  he  again  came  to  Michigan, 
this  time  accompanied  by  his  young  bride,  with  the 
intention  of  staying  and  casting  in  Ids  lot  with  the 
early  pioneers  of  St.  Joseph  County.  He  took  an 
active  part  in  developing  the  farming  interests  of 
the  county,  and  was  for  many  years  a  useful  and 
valued  citizen  until  his  death,  Sept.  12,  1876,  at 
Constantine.  His  respected  wife  still  survives  him, 
and  makes  her  home  with  her  son,  our  subject.  But 
one  other  child  w^as  born  of  her  marriage,  Eliza, 
now  the  wife  of  David  H.  Jones,  of  Hamilton,  Mo., 
to  whom  she  was  wedded  April   10,  1856. 

William  H.  Van  Buren,  the  subject  of  this  brief 
biography,  was  born  in  Florence,  March  5,  1847. 
He  spent  his  boyhood  days  at  home  on  the  farm 
and  at  school.  In  1855-56  lie  was  a  student  at 
Hillsdale  College,  Michigan,  and  he  thus  received 
a  sound,  practical  education.  On  his  return  from 
college  he  passed  some  time  on  the  old  homestead, 
assisting  his  father  in  the  management  of  his  farm- 
ing interests.  In  1871  he  commenced  his  career  as 
an  agriculturist,  purchasing  at  that  time  his  present 
farm.  This  comprises  155  acres  of  arable,  highly 
cultivated  land,  with  neat  and  substantial  build- 
ings and  many  other  indications  that  our  subject 
has  prospered  abundantly  in  the  pursuit  of  his 
chosen  calling.  He  has  been  extensivel}^  and  profit- 
ably engaged  in  breeding  finely  graded  cattle,  but 
now  makes  general  farming  his  business. 

In  1870  Mr.  Van  Buren  was  married  at  Centre- 
ville  to  Caroline,  the  youngest  daughter  of  John 
Major,  a  native  of  New  York.  Her  father  was  born 
in  1810,  and  died  at  Centreville  in  1857.  His  wife, 
who  survives  him  at  an  advanced  age,  was  born 
Dec.  25,  1811.  Mr.  Major  was  a  farmer  and  mason 
by  trade,  and  he  first  came  to  Michigan  with  his 
family  in  1835.  They  soon  returned  to  New  Y'ork, 
where  they   remained   two   years.     In    1837   they 


came  back  to  Michigan  and  settled  in  Centreville, 
where  Mr.  Major  engaged  in  business.  Six  chil- 
dren were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Major,  and  the 
date  of  the  birth  of  their  daughter  Caroline,  wife  of 
our  subject,  was  Dec.  12,  1848.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Van 
Buren  have  one  child,  Ivosslyn  II.,  born  Jan.  28, 
1875. 

Mr.  Van  Buren  is  a  man*of  exemplary  habits,  and 
in  this  count}^,  of  which  he  has  been  a  lifelong 
resident,  it  is  the  general  testimony  of  all  who 
know  him  that  he  is  upright  and  manly  in  his  con- 
duct, always  true  to  his  obligations,  whether  in 
public  or  private  life.  He  is  often  called  to  posi- 
tions of  trust  and  responsibility,  and  in  whatever 
office  lie  is  placed  he  discharges  its  duties  with  the 
signal  ability  that  has  always  characterized  liis  un- 
dertakings. He  has  held  the  offices  of  School  In- 
spector, Township  Clerk  and  Supervisor  for  a  num- 
ber of  years,  being  Supervisor  at  the  present  time. 


LBERT  G.  BARTON.  The  name  of  this 
gentleman  is  familiarly  known  to  the  busi- 
ness men  of  this  county  as  that  of  the  in- 
ventor and  manufacturer  of  the  Champion 
Hay  Rack  and  Chief  Land  Roller,  the  works  being 
located  at  the  Lockport  part  of  Three  Rivers.  Ag- 
riculture has  received  its  best  impetus  from  the 
hands  of  the  inventive  genins,  and  Mr.  Barton  is 
recognized  as  a  man  of  more  than  ordinary  talent 
and  skill  in  connection  with  this  industry,  which  has 
such  a  vast  influence  upon  the  success  and  prosper- 
ity of  a  county  and  State. 

Tlie  early  tramping  ground  of  our  subject  was  in 
Greene  County,  Ohio,  where  he  was  born  Sept.  12, 
1836.  The  family  is  of  English  extraction,  and  the 
parents  of  our  subject  were  Henry  and  Hannah 
(Hopping)  Barton,  both  of  whom  died  when  their 
son  Albert  G.  was  a  mere  lad.  The  mother  was 
a  descendant  of  the  early  settlers  of  Virginia, 
people  of  prominence  and  influence,  who  contributed 
greatly  to  its  growth  and  development. 

Thus  early  left  an  orphan,  3^oung  Barton  was 
thrown  upon  his  own  resources,  after  leaving  his 
grandfather  Hopping,  to  whom  he  was  bound  until 
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the  acre  of  fourteen  years.  He  then  started  out  for 
himself,  and  was  employed  on  a  farm  until  nineteen 
years  old.  when,  leaving  his  native  State,  he  mi- 
grated to  South  Bend,  Ind.,  and  thereafter  for  a 
time  made  his  home  with  his  uncle.  John  R.  Gard- 
ner. The  latter  about  1859  came  to  this  county, 
and  purchased  a  flouring-mill  in  Constantine,  which 
he  operated  a  number  of  years,  our  subject  in  the 
meanwhile  remaining  with  him  as  partner.  Mr 
Barton  finally  sold  out  his  interest  in  the  business 
and  returned  to  Ohio. 

The  Civil  War  being  now  in  progress  Mr.  Barton 
enlisted  as  a  Union  soldier  in  the  75th  Ohio  In- 
fantry, and  for  some  time  therenfter  remained  in 
camp  near  Cincinnati.  Later  they  joined  the  bal- 
ance of  the  regiment  at  Parkersburg,  where  Mr. 
Barton  was  taken  ill  and  after  a  time  sent  home, 
subsequently  receiving  his  honorable  discharge- 
He  returned  to  Michigan  in  March,  1863,  and  en- 
gaged in  the  milling  business  at  Constantine  until 
1870,  when  he  sold  out,  and  invested  a  portion  of 
his  capital  in  a  stock  of  general  merchandise,  estab- 
lishing himself  in  a  store  at  White  Pigeon.  In 
1886  he  changed  his  residence  to  Three  Rivers. 
He  had  in  the  meantime  been  giving  all  the  time  he 
could  spare  to  the  development  of  his  invention 
and  now  commenced  the  manufacture  of  his  hay 
rack,  branching  out  later  so  that  he  could  also 
manufacture  his  land  roller  in  connection  with  it, 
both  of  his  own  invention. 

Mr.  Barton  has  also  invented  a  hay  tedder  and 
rake  combined,  and  has  also  secured  the  patent  upon 
this,  as  he  has  upon  other  inventions.  The  fac- 
tory in  Three  Rivers,  Lockport  Township,  was  es- 
tablished in  1886,  and  shipments  are  made  by  the 
carload  to  different  States,  both  East  and  West. 
The  rack  is  very  strong,  with  a  capacity  of  hand- 
ling two  to  three  tons  of  hay.  This  industry  gives 
employment  to  quite  a  number  of  men,  mostly 
during  the  winter  season.  The  racks  are  packed 
in  convenient  form  for  shipping,  and  can  be  set 
up  very  easily,  as  they  are  simple  in  construction, 
which  is  the  growing  beauty  of  every  invention. 
It  is  predicted  that  in  the  near  future  Mr.  Barton 
will  realize  handsome  returns  for  his  labors  and  his 
inventive  genius  in  connection  with  these. 

The  Christmas  of  1863  was  a  peculiarly  interest- 


ing day  to  Albert  G.  Barton,  being  the  time  at 
which  his  marriage  took  place  with  Miss  Mary  Jane 
Schurlz,  then  a  resident  of  White  Pigeon  Prairie. 
Mrs.  Barton  was  born  in  August,  1841,  in  this 
county,  and  is  the  daughter  of  James  and  Sarah 
(Kreps)  Schurtz,  who  are  now  living  on  Pigeon 
Prairie.  Her  union  with  our  subject  resulted  in 
the  birth  of  one  child  only,  a  son,  Henry  James, 
wdio  continues  under  the  home  roof.  The  time 
and  attention  of  Mr.  Barton  are  mostly  absorbed  in 
his  business  interests,  he  having  little  leisure  to 
give  to  political  affairs,  but  he  keeps  himself  fairly 
well  posted  upon  current  events,  and  gives  his  sup- 
port to  the  Republican  party.  Socially,  he  belongs 
to  John  C.  Joss  Post  No.  124,  G.  A.  R.,  at  Con- 
stkntine,  and  also  to  the  Consistory. 


Vip^^ORMAN  ROYS,  of  Florence  Township,  was 
II  jjj  born  in  Schofield,  Berkshire  Co.,  Mass.,  in 
l^^  1807,  and  reared  upon  a  farm,  attending 
first  the  common  school,  and  later  the  High  School 
at  Lenox.  He  came  West  when  a  young  man,  and 
settling  in  Florence  Township,  this  county,  took  up 
120  acres  of  land  lying  on  sections  5  and  6.  He 
had  before  coming  to  the  West  been  employed  as  a 
teacher,  and  followed  this  profession  considerably 
afterward. 

Mr.  Roys  was  married,  in  Florence  Township, 
March  16,  1837,  to  Miss  Caroline,  daughter  of  John 
Peek,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  two  sons  and 
one  daughter.  George  E.  was  born  April  17,  1838, 
married  Miss  Sophia  Hall,  and  is  living  in  Florence 
Township;  the  daughter,  Annie  PI,  was  born  Nov. 
17,  1839,  and  was  married  to  Frederick  A.  Austin, 
a  native  of  White  Pigeon,  who  was  a  passenger 
conductor  on  the  C.  &  I.  R.  R.,  and  met  his  death 
at  the  hands  of  a  drunken  man;  Mr.  Frank  Roys, 
the  youngest  of  the  family,  who  was  born  Jan.  16, 
1849,  is  largely  interested  in  the  breeding  of  blooded 
horses,  having  some  of  the  best  stock  in  the  coun- 
try. He  married  Miss  Alice,  daughter  of  James 
Ennis. 

Norman  Roys  for  a  period  of  thirty-two  years 
occupied  one  of  the  most  important  local  ofiices  in 
Florence  Township,  and  was  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
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besides  holding  other  positions  of  trust.  Coming 
here  in  the  pioneer  days  he  assisted  in  the  organi- 
zation of  the  township,  and  has  always  been  iden- 
tified with  the  Democratic  party.  His  boys  are  of 
the  same  political  persuasion.  George  is  largely 
interested  in  the  growing  of  peppermint,  and  both 
the  sons  deal  quite  extensively  in  this  article.  The 
father,  in  June,  1881,  was  stricken  with  paralysis, 
and  has  since  been  quite  helpless.  He  was  one  of 
the  first  men  in  the  State  of  Michigan  to  introduce 
the  culture  of  peppermint  and  its  distillation. 


Sli  ONATH  AN  HO  ATS,  one  of  the  earliest  set- 
tlers of  Park  Township,  a  man  well  known  and 
^  greatly  respected,  was  born  Oct.  26, 1804,  in 
(^/j  Northampton  County,  Pa.,  and  died  at  his 
home  in  this  township,  April  17,  1886.  He  traced 
among  his  ancestors  an  old  Revolutionary  soldier. 
He  spent  his  early  life  amid  the  scenes  of  his  birth- 
place, and  in  early  manhood  was  married  in  Colum- 
bia County,  Pa.,  to  Miss  Mary  Sechler,  who  bore 
him  seven  children,  five  of  whom  are  still  living: 
The  eldest,  John,  is  a  resident  of  Three  Rivers,  this 
State;  Hannah  married  Charles  Thoms,  of  Saline 
County,  Kan. ;  William  B.  resides  in  Park  Township; 
Ellen  is  the  wife  of  James  D.  Marsh,  of  Topeka, 
Kan.,  and  Edward  is  a  resident  of  Park  Township. 
The  deceased  children,  George  and  Sarah  C,  passed 
away  at  the  ages  of  twenty-six  and  thirty-one,  re- 
spectively. 

Mr.  Hoats  came  to  Michigan  in  1837,  a  few 
months  after  it  had  been  converted  from  a  Territory 
into  a  State,  and  in  the  fall  of  the  year  settled  on  a 
tract  of  land  two  and  one-half  miles  south  of  what 
is  now  the  Hoats  homestead.  He  lived  there  for  a 
period  of  sixteen  years,  then  removed  to  section  19, 
securing  a  partially  cleared  tract.  Here  he  lived 
and  labored,  enduring  all  the  vicissitudes  of  pio- 
neer life,  and  in  due  time  met  with  the  reward  of 
his  toils  in  the  establishment  of  a  comfortable 
homestead.  He  was  a  carpenter  by  trade,  at  which 
he  worked  several  years  after  coming  to  the  new 
country,  frequently  shouldering  his  tools  early  in 
the  morning  and  walking  seven  miles  before  break- 
fast to  begin  his  day's  labor.     The  road  over  which 


he  traveled,  as  may  be  supposed,  was  guiltless  of 
pavements,  and  he  thus  performed  what  in  these 
days  would  be  considered  a  good  day's  work  on  his 
seven-mile  journey.  The  men  of  those  days,  how- 
ever, were  of  hardy  muscle  and  determined  spirit, 
and  accomplished  great  feats  in  a  very  quiet  and 
unostentatious  manner. 

A  member  of  the  church  and  a  liberal  contribu- 
tor to  all  the  enterprises  calculated  for  the  general 
welfare  of  the  community,  Mr.  Hoats  was  highly 
esteemed  among  his  neighbors  as  one  of  the  best 
citizens  of  his  township.  He  was  public-spirited 
and  liberal,  and  frequently  served  unpaid  in  the 
various  local  offices,  being  Highway  Commissioner, 
and  occupying  other  positions  of  trust  and  respon- 
sibility. Politically,  he  was  an  uncompromising 
Democrat.  The  mother  died  in  1883,  at  the  age 
of  seventy-three,  having  been  born  in  1809.  She 
was  a  member  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  at 
Three  Rivers. 

William  B.  Hoats  was  born  in  Park  Township, 
St.  Joseph  County,  Sept.  20,  1844,  and  was  reared 
amid  the  wild  scenes  of  pioneer  life.  He  grew  up 
w^ith  well-developed  muscles  and  those  habits  of 
industry  and  economy  which  had  served  his  honored 
sire  so  well  all  through  life.  He  acquired  a  practi- 
cal education  in  the  district  schools,  and  remained 
with  his  parents  until  a  man  of  twenty-eight  years, 
.when  he  was  married,  Feb.  27,  1873,  to  Miss 
Amanda  Deats.  This  lady  was  the  daughter  of 
Grantum  and  Theresa  (Mack)  Deats,  of  Park  Town- 
ship, who  were  natives  of  Northampton  County,  Pa., 
and  are  yet  living.  Of  this  union  there  have  been 
born  three  children — Edna,  Roy  and  Florence. 
William  Hoats  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  frater- 
nity, belonging  to  the  lodge  at  Three  Rivers.  He 
has  a  one-sixth  interest  in  the  235  acres  of  land 
comprising  the  homestead. 


^^HAUNCEY  ORTON.  Numberless  fine  old 
(ll  families  are  represented  in  St.  Joseph  County 

^^^^  ^y  ^  younger  generation,  who  are  bearing  the 
mantles  of  their  sires  in  a  most  praiseworthy  man- 
ner. Among  these  the  subject  of  this  sketch  is 
deserving  of  more    than  a  passing  mention.     His 
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father,  David  H.  Orton.a  native  of  Oneida  County, 
N.  Y.,  was  born  July  U,  1817,  and  spent  his  boy- 
hood and  youth  amid  the  quiet  scenes  of  farm  life 
in  his  native  State.  When  a  young  man  of  twenty 
years  he  determined  to  locate  in  the  West,  and  ac- 
cordingly coming  to  this  county  selected  land  on 
section  33.  in  Lockport  Township,  about  1837,  the 
year  that  Michigan  was  transformed  from  a  Terri- 
tory into  a  State.  He  first  secured  eighty  acres, 
and  later  added  to  his  property  until  he  became  one 
of  the  most  extensive  land-owners  in  the  county, 
possessing  the  warrantee  deed  to  900  broad  acres, 
embracing  portions  of  Lockport  and  adjoining 
townships.  The  homestead  proper  was  located  on 
section  33  in  Lcckport  Township,  and  there  the 
father,  after  a  long  and  useful  life,  passed  to  his 
final  rest,  Oct.  13,  1865. 

David  H.  Orton  after  coming  to  this  county  was 
married  to  Miss  Maria  Dickerson,  who  only  lived 
about  thirteen  years  after  her  marriage,  her  decease 
taking  place  at  the  early  age  of  twenty-eight  years. 
Mr.  Orton  was  married  a  second  time,  Dec.  28, 1852, 
in  Nottawa  Township,  to  Miss  Marilla  Jane,  daugh- 
ter of  Stephen  and  Maria  (Sullivan)  Cleveland. 
This  lady  was  born  in  Erie  County,  Pa.,  March  9, 
1830,  and  was  taken  by  her  parents  when  a  small 
child  to  Miami  County,  Ohio,  where  she  lived  until 
1844.  In  the  fall  of  that  year  the  family  came  to 
Michigan,  settling  in  .Nottawa  Township,  where  the 
mother  died  at  the  age  of  fifty-one  years.  Stephen 
Cleveland  is  still  living,  making  his  home  at  the  old 
farm  in  Lockport  Township.  He  was  born  in  Ot- 
sego County,  N.  Y.,  in  1805,  and  although  now 
eighty-three  years  old,  is  in  possession  of  good 
health,  and  his  mental  faculties  to  a  great  extent 
are  unimpaired.  To  him  there  was  born  a  family  of 
twelve  children,  eight  of  whom  are  living,  two  by 
the  first  marriage,  and  six  by  the  second. 

Emery  D.  Orton,  the  eldest  brother  of  our  sub- 
ject, is  a  prosperous  farmer  of  Sac  County,  Iowa; 
Eliza,  Mrs.  C.  Lohr,  is  a  resident  of  Dakota  Ter- 
ritory: Lucy  J.,  Mrs.  Theodore  Godschalk,  is  a 
resident  of  Rice  County,  Kan.;  Stephen  lives  at 
Three  Rivers,  and  is  occupied  at  the  freight  house; 
David,  Jr.,  is  also  a  resident  of  that  place;  Adel- 
bert  L.  and  Adelbert  are  twins,  the  former  now  a 
,     practicing  physician   in  the  copper  regions  of  this 


State,  and  the  latter  the  wife  of  Charles  Isbell.  of 
Danville,  111.  Mr.  I.  is  an  engineer  by  profession. 
The  subject  of  this  sketch,  the  youngest  child  of 
his  mother,  was  born  May  10,  1864,  and  still  occu- 
pies the  old  homestead  with  her.  He  was  married, 
Nov.  12,  1884.  to  Miss  Ada,  daughter  of  George 
and  Esther  E.  (Brook)  Barton.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  B. 
are  natives  of  New  York  State  and  England  re- 
spectively, and  are  now  residents  of  Three  Rivers. 
At  this  place  Mrs.  Orton  was  born,  Oct.  10,  1866,, 
where  she  was  reared  and  received  a  common-school 
education.  Of  her  union  with  our  subject  there  is  a 
bright  little  girl,  Lotta,  who  was  born  June  8,  1885. 
All  the  Orton  boys,  like  their  father  before  them,  are 
stanch  adherents  of  the  Democratic  party.  Our  sub- 
ject is  a  man  of  decided  views,  and  one  who  keeps 
himself  well  posted  on  current  events.  He  pos- 
sesses more  than  ordinary  business  capacities,  and 
in  his  farming  operations  served  a  thorough  appren- 
ticeship under  the  instruction  of  his  honored  father, 
and  is  making  of  it  a  success,  as  did  the  latter. 


^/  J.  A.  PARKER,  editor  and  proprietor  of  the 
I  1  Three  Rivers  Herald,  a  native  of  Cass 
I  '•  County,  Mich.,  was  born  Jan.  17, 1856,  and  is 
^M  the  son  of  John  and  Sarah  (Ingling)  Parker, 
The  father  was  born  in  Ohio,  Jan.  26,  1816,  and  died 
Feb.  13,  1857,  and  was  a  farmer  by  occupation; 
the  mother  was  born  in  New  Jersey,  April  15, 
1820.  They  were  married  in  1851.  To  them 
two  children  were  born:  W.  E.  Parker,  a  leading 
physician  of  Three  Rivers,  who  is  married  and  has 
two  children.  Earl  and  Lucile,  both  at  home;  and 
our  subject  completing  the  household. 

Our  subject  was  educated  in  the  common  schools 
of  his  native  county,  and  High  Schools  of  Val- 
paraiso,  Ind.  On  leaving  school  he  worked  in  a 
printing-oflace  in  Cass  County  for  a  period  of  six 
months.  At  the  expiration  of  this  time  he  pur- 
chased  the  Neivs  at  Marcellus,  Mich.,  which  he  ran 
successfully  for  six  years.  Then  he  purchased  and 
took  possession  of  the  Three  Rivers  Herald,  March 
19,  1888,  and  has  over  1,000  subscribers  to  the 
paper,  with  a  fair  amount  of  advertisements. 
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Our  subject  was  married  to  Miss  Cora  M,  daugh- 
ter of  Peter  and  Anne  E.  (Brewer)  White.  She 
was  born  Dec.  17,  1858,  and  is  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Our  subject  is  a 
Democrat. 

^    o<r>o    ^ 


^?  OSIAIl  WOLF,  one  of  the  solid  farmers  of 
Florence  Township,  commenced  business  for 
I  liimself  when  a  young  man  twenty-seven 
y^/J  years  of  age  as  a  farmer  on  section  34,  in 
Lockport  Township,  having  secured  130  acres,  of 
which  he  took  possession  in  the  spring  of  1846.  He 
occupied  this  farm  until  the  spring  of  1881,  then 
changed  his  residence  to  Florence  Township  where 
he  has  100  acres  under  a  good  state  of  cultivation^ 
with  suitable  farm  buildings  and  all  the  other  con- 
veniences for  carrying  on  agriculture  in  a  profitable 
manner.  He  still  retains  ownership  of  his  Lock- 
port  Township  farms  and  has  also  other  property 
in  the  county.  Our  subject  first  opened  his  eyes  to 
the  light  in  tlie  Keystone  State,  at  North  Branch, 
Columbia  County,  Aug.  8,  1819,  where  he  lived 
until  a  lad  twelve  years  of  age,  and  where  his  early 
education  w^as  conducted  in  the  common  schools. 
He  was  the  eldest  child  of  his  parents  and  remained 
with  them  until  twenty-seven  years  of  age.  After 
the  death  of  his  father  he  naturally  assumed  the 
management  of  the  estate,  but  in  1833,  having  a 
desire  to  locate  permanently  in  the  West,  he  made 
his  way  to  this  county.  Here,  not  long  afterward, 
he  found  a  wife,  being  married  in  Lockport  Town- 
ship, Dec.  13,  1842,  to  Miss  Mary  Ann  Wescott. 
This  lady  was  born  in  Fayette,  Onondaga  Co., 
N.  Y.,  Nov.  1,  1820,  and  when  a  maiden  of  sixteen 
years  came  to  Michigan  with  her  father,  Samuel 
Wescott.  The  latter  was  a  native  of  Westchester 
County,  N.  Y^.,  and  born  in  1772.  Upon  approach- 
ing manhood  he  learned  the  trade  of  shoemaker, 
which  he  followed  in  his  native  State  a  number  of 
years.  There  he  also  married,  Nov.  18,  1802,  to 
Miss  Deborah  Brown,  and  they  took  up  their  abode 
at  Fayette,  Onondaga  County,  where,  departing 
from  his  former  occupation,  Mr.  Brown  purchased 
a  farm,  upon  which  the  family  lived  until  coming 
to  this  county.     They  made  the  journey  hither  in 


the  fall  of  1827  and  the  father  purchased  160  acres 
of  wild  land  from  which  he  improved  a  farm,  and 
where  both  parents  spent  many  years  in  comfort. 
The  mother  died  there  at  the  age  of  fifty -two  years. 
Mrs.  Wolf  for  many  years,  and  until  her  marriage, 
was  her  father's  house  keeper.  He  then  made  his 
home  with  her  in  Lockport  Township  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  Jan.  19,  1867.  After  the 
death  of  his  first  wife,  he  was  married  Aug.  30, 
1843,  to  Sarah  Clark,  who  is  now  deceased.  He 
was  the  father  of  five  children,  Mrs.  Wolf  being 
the  youngest,  and  she  is  now  the  only  one  living. 
Her  parents  were  members  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church.  The  stepmother  also  died  at  the 
home  of  Mrs.  Wolf  when  seventy-three  years  old. 

Our  subject  and  his  estimable  wife  are  the  par- 
ents of  one  child  onl}^,  a  son,  Samuel  J.,  who  w^as 
born  Nov.  23,  1847,  and  still  lives  at  home  with 
his  father.  He  was  married  in  Florence  Township 
Jan.  1,  1867,  to  Miss  Emeline  I.,  daughter  of  Mor- 
gan L.  and  Laura  (Powers)  Ketchum,  and  they 
have  one  child,  a  son,  Frank,  who  was  born  Nov. 
14,  1867.  The  son  has  been  well  educated,  having 
completed  his  studies  in  the  Business  College  at 
Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y".,  and  is  now  Cashier  of  the  Ex- 
change Bank  of  Centreville.  In  this  bank  our  sub- 
ject and  his  brothers,  Amos  and  John,  are  among 
the  principal  stockholders:  the  first  mentioned  be- 
ino-  President,  Amos  Vice-President  and  Samuel  J., 
the  son  of  our  subject,  is  a  Director. 

Mrs.  Wolf  is  a  member  in  good  standing  of  the 
YIethodist  Episcopal  Church,  attending  services 
regularly  at  Florence  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
Our  subject  is  a  supporter  of  Democratic  principles. 
He  has  never  sought  office,  preferring  to  give  his 
time  and  attention  to  his  farm  and  his  business 
affairs. 


^  AMES  O.  CHILDS.  There  came  to  Michigan 
Territory  in  the  fall  of  1834  a  lad  six  years 
of  age,  bearing  the  name  of  the  subject 
of  this  sketch,  accompanied  by  his  parents, 
they  settling  on  a  tract  of  wild  land  two  miles  from 
the  present  site  of  Centreville,  the  county  seat. 
The  father,  Lloyd  Childs,  had  visited  this  county 
the  year  previously,  and  purchased  the  northwest 
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quarter  of  section  35,  Government  land  in  Lock- 
port  Township,  for  the  consideration  of  $1.25  per 
acre.  He  built  the  third  house  between  Centre- 
villeand  White  Pigeon,  and  there  began  the  strug- 
gle common  to  life  in  the  AYestern  wilds.  There 
the  boyhood  and  youth  of  James  O.  were  mostly 
spent,  and  he  completed  a  common-school  educa- 
tion at  Lockport. 

Our  subject  upon  reaching  manhood  started  out 
in  life  for  himself  by  purchasing,  in  the  fall  of 
1853,  120  acres  of  land  on  section  2  in  Florence 
Township.  Twelve  acres  of  this  had  been  sub- 
jected to  cultivation,  and  Mr.  C.  occupied  it  until 
the  spring  of  1864.  Then  selling  out  he  purchased 
the  old  homestead  of  the  other  heirs,  and  has  since 
occupied  the  land  which  his  father  secured  from 
the  Government  during  the  Territorial  days  of 
Michigan.  This  comprises  now  200  acres  of  good 
land,  with  the  various  improvements  suggested  by 
the  modern  and  progressive  agriculturist. 

In  the  spring  of  1850,  anxious  for  diversion  and 
recreation,  Mr.  Childs  journeyed  across  the  plains 
to  California,  remaining  in  the  vicinity  of  Placer- 
ville  until  the  winter  following.  Thence  he  emi- 
grated to  Oregon,  and  sojourned  in  Astoria  until 
the  spring  of  1851.  He  then  returned  to  Califor- 
nia, and  spent  his  time  until  the  spring  of  1852  in 
the  mines.  After  another  visit  to  Oregon,  he  re- 
turned to  this  county,  where  he  has  since  been 
content  to  remain. 

One  very  important  event  in  the  life  of  our  sub- 
ject occurred  on  the  30th  of  May,  1855,  when  he 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Roxana,  daugh- 
ter of  Joel  and  Elvira  (Curtis)  Crouch.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Crouch  were  natives  of  New  York  State  and 
were  born  in  Steuben  County,  where  they  are  still 
living. 

At  the  homestead  where  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Childs 
commenced  the  journey  of  life  together  were  born 
their  seven  children,  all  of  whom  are  living,  Lloyd, 
the  eldest,  was  born  March  23,  1856,  and  remains 
at  home  with  his  parents;  Frank  was  born  Sept.  13, 
1857,  and  married  Miss  Mary  Ray  ;  he  is  living  on  a 
farm  near  Three  Rivers.  James  Orton  was  born 
March  11,  1859,  and  u  farming  in  Mendon  Town- 
ship; Ranson  L.  was  born  Sept.  12,  1860,  and  is 
employed   as  a  railroad  engineer,  making  his  home 


in  Kane  County,  111. ;  Rose  was  born  Aug.  15,  1862, 
and  is  living  in  Missouri;  Minnie  H.  was  born 
Aug.  26,  1865,  and  is  the  wife  of  Louis  P.  Emery, 
a  native  of  Mendon  Township,  where  they  are 
living;  Charles  A.  L.  was  born  Jan.   18,  1874. 

Lloyd  Childs,  the  father  of  our  subject,  departed 
this  life  at  the  old  homestead  Jan.  20,  1847;  the 
mother  died  at  the  home  of  our  subject,  in  Lockport, 
in  March,  1864.  The  parental  family  included  six 
children,  four  sons  and  two  daughters,  of  whom 
James  O.  was  the  youngest.  Twoof  these  are  living. 
His  sister  Caroline  became  the  wife  of  Adam 
Van  Dusen,  but  is  now  a  widow  and  a  resident  of 
Astoria.  Ore.;  she  and  her  husband,  in  1847, 
crossed  the  plains  with  ox-teams,  a  great  under- 
taking, and  a  very  tedious  journey,  in  strong  con- 
trast  to  that  which  can  be  performed  at  the  present 
day  by  the  aid  of  the  iron  horse. 


RASTUS  T.  PARKER.  The  livery  and  sale 
stable  of  this  gentleman  is  noticeable  among 
the  leading  enterprises  of  Sturgis,  where  it 
has  been  established  since  1883,  and  been  continu- 
ously, with  the  exception  of  three  years,  conducted 
by  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  he  during  that  inter- 
val  employing  himself  at  farming.  On  the  1st  of 
September,  1888,  he  associated  himself  with  a  part- 
ner, Mr.  Asa  P.  Kenyon,  and  the  business  is  now 
being  operated  with  a  capital  of  |10,000,  thus  fur- 
nishing to  the  public  everything  of  a  tirst-class  des- 
cription in  their  Une.  Their  horses  and  vehicles  are 
all  valuable  and  well  cared  for,  and  it  is  hardly  nec- 
essary to  say  the  firm  receives  the  patronage  of  the 
best  people  of  the  community.  They  act  as  agents 
for  the  United  States  p:xi)ress  Company,  and  con- 
vey the  mail  from  Sturgis  Township  to  and  from 
all  the  trains,  besides  operating  a  well-patronized 
transfer  line. 

Mr.  Parker  was  born  in  Sturgis  Township,  this 
county,  Aug.  13,  1843,  ajid  is  the  son  of  Erastus 
Parker,  Sr.,  a  native  of  New  York  State,  whose 
early  home  was  near  Geneseo.  The  latter  removed 
with  his  parents  to  the  vicinity  of  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
when  about  eighteen  years  of  age,  and  then  came, 
in  1839,  to  this  county.  He  married  Miss  Isabelle 
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McKirlie,  daughter  of  Samuel  McKirlie,  one  of  the 
pioneers  of  this  county.  Erastus  T.  was  educated 
in  the  Sturgis  schools,  and  for  a  time  after  attain- 
ing man's  estate  was  engaged  in  farming.  He  is 
widely  known  throughout  this  section,  is  a  man  of 
means  and  influence,  being  President  of  the  Minne- 
waukon  Lake  Club,  which  has  the  monopoly  of  the 
lake  and  its  surroundings,  utilizing  them  as  a  pleasure 
resort.  Mr.  Parker  is  also  a  stockholder  in  the  elec- 
tric light  plant,  and  during  a  period  of  four  years 
officiated  as  the  Mayor  of  Sturgis. 

Our  subject  was  married,  Oct.  5,  1864,  to  Miss 
Adeline,  daughter  of  Balses  B.  Gardner,  who  set- 
tled in  Sturgis  Township  during  its  pioneer  days, 
on  the  Thornton  farm.  Of  this  union  there  have 
been  born  three  children,  two  only  of  whom  are 
living:  Burt  and  Nancy  B  The  family  occupies  a 
high  position  socially,  and  Mr.  Parker  is  numbered 
among  the  popular  men  of  the  county,  being  one 
of  a  family  of  pioneers  who  assisted  in  its  early 
growth  and  development.  He  is  identified  with 
the  I.  O.  O.  F.  and  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  has 
uniformly  signalized  himself  as  a  liberal-minded 
and  public-spirited  citizen,  giving  his  aid  to  the 
enterprises  best  calculated  for  the  general  good. 
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J^  ONATHAN  F.  MILLER.  By  a  happy  dis- 
pensation of  Providence  one  man's  tastes 
lead  him  in  one  direction  and  those  of  his 
neighbor  in  another.  The  subject  of  this 
sketch,  a  farmer  of  good  repute  in  Park  Township, 
has  for  a  number  of  years  been  interested  in  the 
diseases  of  the  equine  race,  and  for  some  time  has 
operated  as  a  veterinary  surgeon  successfully  in  his 
community.  He  has  studied  the  matters  connected 
with  his  profession,  in  which  he  takes  pride  and 
labors  conscientiously.  In  connection  with  this  he 
operates  a  good  farm  on  section  29. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Stark  County,  Ohio,  June 
15,  1827.  His  parents,  Frederick  and  Rebecca 
(Hess)  Miller,  were  natives  of  Centre  County,  Pa., 
and  his  uncle,  Daniel  Miller,  served  as  a  soldier  in 
the  War  of  1812.  The  parental  family  consisted  of 
nine  children,  five  of  whom  survive,  namely:  Dan- 
iel, a  farmer  of  Crawford  County,  111.;  David,  car- 


rying on  agriculture  in  Stark  County,  Ohio;  Samuel, 
a  resident  of  Massillon,  that  State;  Lydia,  Mrs. 
Kerstetter,  residing  near  Massillon.  The  deceased 
are  Phillip,  Rachel,  Susan  and  Polly. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  one  of  the  pioneer 
settlers  of  Stark  County,  Ohio,  locating  in  the  wil- 
derness, from  a  portion  of  which,  with  the  assistance 
of  his  boys,  he  built  up  a  good  homestead.  Jonathan 
F.,  like  his  brothers  and  sisters,  acquired  a  limited 
education  in  the  primitive  schools  of  that  time  and 
place,  his  studies  being  conducted  a  few  weeks  in 
the  year  during  the  winter  season.  He  was  fond 
of  his  books,  however,  and  availed  himself  of  every 
opportunity  for  the  acquirem3nt  of  useful  knowl- 
edge. From  that  day  to  this  he  has  been  a  great 
reader,  and  is  consequently  an  intelligent,  well-in- 
formed man,  with  whom  it  is  both  pleasurable  and 
profitable  to  converse.  As  early  as  the  age  of  fif- 
teen years  he  became  interested  in  veterinary  work, 
for  which  he  seems  peculiarly  adapted.  The  period 
of  his  labors  has  now  stretched  over  a  term  of  for- 
ty-seven years.  This,  however,  was  interrupted  by 
his  services  in  the  army,  as  not  long  after  the  out- 
break of  the  Rebellion  he  enlisted,  Oct.  15,  1861, 
in  Company  I,  7th  Ohio  Infantry,  which  was  as- 
signed to  the  Army  of  the  West.  He  continued 
with  his  regiment,  participating  in  many  of  the  im- 
portant engagements  of  the  war  until  its  close.  He 
was  present  at  the  battles  of  Ft.  Donelson,  Arkansas 
Post  and  the  siege  and  capture  of  Vicksburg  and 
Atlanta,  besides  m  many  minor  engagements  and 
skirmishes.  He  was  frequently  detailed  on  forage 
duty,  and  likewise  officiated  as  wagon  master,  be- 
ing often  intrusted  with  grave  responsibilities.  Dur- 
ing the  latter  part  of  his  service  he  in  company  with 
three  others  had  the  charge  of  a  medical  wagon. 
He  was  with  the  army  of  Gen.  Sherman  in  its  march 
to  the  sea,  and  at  the  close  of  his  term  of  enlfst- 
ment  received  an  honorable  discharge,  Jan.  3,  1864, 
at  Woodville,  Ala.  He  subsequently  veteranized, 
however,  continuing  in  the  service  until  the  close 
of  the  war. 

Mr.  Miller  now  returned  to  Stark  County,  Ohio, 
where  he  resumed  farming  and  the  duties  of  a  vet- 
erinary surgeon.  He  had  been  married,  Jan.  17, 
1850,  to  Miss  Sarah  A.  Armstrong,  and  of  this 
union  there  were  born  six  children.     Of  these  but 
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three  are  living,  namely:  Rebecca  E.,  the  wife  of 
George  Kline,  of  Park  Township,  this  county;  For- 
tunatus  and  Jonathan  P.,  who  are  in  Park  Town- 
ship, this  county,  and  Helena,  Mont.,  respectively. 
Mrs.  Miller  was  born  Aug.  13,  1822,  in  New  York 
State,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Henry  and  Mary  Arm- 
strong,  who  were  natives  of  New  York  State.  Their 
family  consisted  of  eleven  children,  six  of  whom 
are  living,  and  mostly  residents  of  the  West. 

Mr.  Miller  in  the  spring  of  1873  left  the  Buckeye 
State  with  his  little  family,  and  coming  to  this 
county  settled  on  the  farm  which  he  now  owns  and 
occupies.  Here  he  has  IGO  acres  of  well-improved 
land,  which  he  has  brought  to  its  present  state, 
mainly  by  his  own  labor.  He  is  a  Republican  po- 
litically, and  has  served  as  Moderator  in  his  school 
district.  Although  frequently  called  upon  to  dis- 
charge the  duties  of  other  offices,  he  has  invariably 
declined,  preferring  to  give  his  time  and  attention  to 
his  farm  and  profession.  A  quiet,  unassuming  man, 
studiously  careful  in  his  habits,  he  has  hosts  of 
friends  among  the  people  wherever  he  is  known. 
He  has  for  many  years  been  a  member  of  the  -Lu- 
theran Evangelical  Church,  serving  as  Elder  and 
Deacon.  Socially,  he  belongs  to  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternity and  the  G.  A.  R.  Post  at  Three  Rivers.  He 
was  Treasurer  of  his  lodge  at  Moorepark  two  years, 
and  Surgeon  of  the  G.  A.  R.  Post,  Three  Rivers. 


R.  LAWRENCE  D.  KNOWLES.  The  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch,  a  practicing  physician 
and  surgeon  of  Three  Rivers,  holds  a  good 
position  among  the  younger  members  of 
the  profession  in  St.  Joseph  County.  He  is  but 
thirty-nine  years  of  age,  having  been  l)orn  Nov.  30, 
1849,  near  Mauch  Chunk,  Caibon  Co., Pa.  His  par- 
ents  were  Lawrence  D.,  Sr.,  and  Amexro  F.  (Fel- 
lows) Knowles. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  a  merchant,  banker 
and  boat  builder.  The  boyhood  of  Lawrence  D., 
Jr.,  was  passed  in  his  native  town,  where  he  pur- 
sued his  first  studies  in  the  Union  School,  then  en- 
tered Decker's  College  from  which  he  was  graduated 
in  1868.  After  leaving  school  he  went  into  the 
employ  of  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  &  Western 
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Railroad  Company,  continuing  in  their  employ  un- 
til 1871. 

Young  Knowles,  bent  upon  the  study  of  medi- 
cine, now  entered  the  office  of  Dr.  William  E.  Bar- 
rett, of  Cambria,  Pa.,  when  he  came  to  Michigan 
and  entered  the  State  University  at  Ann  Arbor, 
where  he  pursued  his  studies  until  1872.  Thence 
he  went  to  New  York  City  and  became  a  student 
at  Bellevue  Hospital  College,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  in  the  spring  of  1874;  then  returning  to 
Michigan  he  located  at  Kendall,  Van  Buren  County, 
where  he  commenced  the  practice  of  his  profession, 
and  remained  until  January,  1880.  Soon  afterward 
he  established  himself  at  Three  Rivers  as  the  part- 
ner of  Dr.  W.  M.  Ikeler,  and  the  firm  of  Ikeler  & 
Knowles  has  since  operated  with  more  than  ordin- 
ary success,  building  up  an  extensive  and  lucrative 
business.  Dr.  Knowles  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Francis  Wager,  of  Three  Rivers.  She  is  a  lady 
of  much  intelligence  and  refinement,  and  a  favorite 
in  social  circles. 
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AMES  CRAWFORD.  There  came  to  the 
Territory  of  Michigan  in  the  spring  of  1830 
the  subject  of  this  sketch,  then  a  young  lad 
eleven  years  of  age.  He  had  made  the 
journey  from  his  native  couiity  of  Ashland,  Ohio, 
with  his  parents,  and  they  located  on  section  28  in 
Constantine  Township.  The  latter,  Robert  and 
Mary  (Shannon)  Crawford,  were  natives  of  Mary- 
land and  Virginia  respectively.  After  coming  to 
Michigan  the  father  built  up  a  good  homestead  from 
an  uncultivated  tract  of  land,  where  with  his  es- 
timable wife  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  days. 
Of  their  children,  eight  in  number,  James  was  the 
sixth  in  order  of  birth.  He  first  opened  his  eyes 
to  the  light  June  22,  1819,  and  from  his  youth  up 
has  been  familiar  with  farming  pursuits. 

Our  subject  developed  into  manhood  at  the  old 
farm  in  Florence  Township,  and,  when  ready  to 
establish  domestic  ties  of  his  own,  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Mrs.  Amanda  (Coffin)  Chambers, 
the  wedding  taking  place  April  6,  1858.  This 
lady  was  the  widow  of  Theron  Chambers,  and  the 
daughter  of  M,   S.  and  Elizabeth  (Wiltse)   Coffin, 
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the  latter  two  of  New  York  State.  Upon  leaving 
there  they  took  up  their  residence  in  Wisconsin, 
where  the  father  followed  farming,  but  died  in 
Sherman  Township,  this  county,  at  the  age  of  seven- 
ty-six years.  The  mother  died  at  the  home  of  her 
son,  J.  S.  Coffin,  in  Charles  City,  Iowa,  at  the  age 
of  seventy-three.  They  were  the  parents  of  eleven 
children,  of  whom  Mrs.  Crawford  was  the  second. 
Her  native  place  was  in  the  vicinity  of  Albany 
City,  N.  Y.,  and  the  date  of  her  birth  Dec.  1,  1831. 
Of  her  first  marriage  with  Francis  A.  Chambers  there 
was  born  one  child,  a  daughter,  Frances,  who  was 
the  wife  of  John  Robbins,  and  the  mother  of  three 
children,  two  only  of  whom  are  living,  Charles  and 
Jessie.  Francis  died  in  Lockport  Township  Jan.  18, 
1888,  at  the  early  age  of  thirty -seven  years.  Of  her 
marriage  with  our  subject  w'ere  born  two  children: 
Mary  E..  March  17,  1862,  and  Norman  J.,  Feb.  2d, 
1870.  The  daughter  is  at  home.  The  son  is  in 
Washington  Territory  employed  as  a  bookkeeper 
for  his  uncle,  Stephen  Coffin,  where  is  also  employed 
Charles  Robbins.  Norman  Crawford  took  kindly 
to  his  books,  and  completed  a  practical  business 
education  in  the  college  at  Three  Rivers.  A  grand- 
son, Charles  Robbins,  is  also  a  graduate  of  that 
college. 

JlJ  OHN  F.  WOLF.  To  every  intelligent  indi- 
I  vidual  nothing  is  more  gratifying  or  a 
I  greater  source  of  worthy  pride,  than  to  be 
1/  able  to  trace  his  ancestry  in  an  honorable 
line,  as  nearly  as  possible  to  his  origin.  The  Ger- 
man Empire  has  contributed  largely  to  the  bone 
and  sinew  of  American  prosperity,  sending  from 
her  borders  hundreds  of  stalwart  citizens,  noble 
in  nature  as  well  as  in  lineage.  Among  the  descen- 
dants of  these  may  be  classed  the  subject  of  this 
sketch. 

To  go  back  several  generations  we  find  that  the 
paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  also  John  Wolf 
by  name,  was  a  native  of  Wittenberg,  a  fortifted 
town  of  Prussian  Saxony,  and  was  born  April  18, 
1769.  He  did  not  long  reside  in  his  native  coun- 
try, however,  having  been  brought  to  America  by 
his  parents  when  a  child  two  years  of  age.  They 
settled  in  Columbia  County,  Pa.,  where  the  youth 
developed  into  manhood,  and  where  with  his  par- 
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ents  he  spent  his  entire  life,  passing  away  April  18, 
1824.  Pie  married  and  became  the  father  of  a  fine 
family,  and  among  his  sons  was  one  John,  Jr.,  the 
father  of  our  subject.  He  was  born  in  Columbia 
County,  Pa.,  Nov.  17,  1794,  and  incorporated  in 
his  early  education  was  a  knowledge  of  the  lan- 
guage of  his  ancestors,  which  he  thoroughly  learned, 
in  fact  almost  to  the  exclusion  of  English,  he  picking 
up  a  knowledge  of  the  latter  late  in  life,  and  chiefly 
instructed  by  his  children.  His  intercourse  with  his 
English -speaking  neighbors  also  assisted  him  in 
this.  His  mother,  the  paternal  grandmother  of  our 
subject,  was  in  her  girlhood  Miss  Catherine  Iloan, 
daughter  of  David  Hoan,  a  man  of  note  in  the 
Keystone  State.  She  was  born  May  8,  1776,  and 
after  the  death  of  her  husband  came  to  Michigan 
and  spent  her  last  days  in  Lockport  Township,  this 
count}^,  passing  away  Sept.  2.8,  1835. 

The  father  of  our  subject  in  early  manhood 
learned  the  trade  of  miller,  which  he  followed  al- 
most exclusively  during  the  last  eight  years  of  his 
residence  in  Pennsylvania.  In  the  spring  of  1834, 
resolved  upon  seelving  a  permanent  home  hi  the 
West,  he  came  to  tliis  county  during  the  early  set- 
tlement of  lAX'kport  Township,  and  before  Michi- 
gan had  been  admitted  into  the  Union  as  a  State.  He 
was  possessed  of  some  means  and  located  320  acres 
of  land  on  section  27,  where  he  made  his  home 
continuously  until  his  death.  He  had  in  the  mean- 
time engaged  considerably  in  milling;  in  addition 
to  farming,  his  practical  knowledge  of  the  former 
business  being  of  great  service  to  him  in  this  new 
country.  He  was  frequently  called  upon  to  dress 
the  stones  for  various  mills  in  the  county,  and  put 
the  machinery  in  operation.  A  man  very  intelli- 
gent, active  and  industrious,  he  made  hosts  of 
friends  and  was  with  his  excellent  wife  for  many 
years  one  of  the  pillars  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  at  Centreville.  He  rested  from  his  earthly 
labors  Oct.  16,  1854,  passing  peacefully  away  at 
the  old  homestead. 

Mrs.  Barbara  (Drescher)  Wolf,  the  mother  of 
our  subject,  was  also  a  native  of  Pennsylvania  and 
born  in  August,  1790.  She  was  married  in  her  na- 
tive county  and  accompanied  her  family  to  Michi- 
gan, passing  away  some  years  after  the  decease  of 
her  husbalid  on  the  2d  of  April,  1866,  at  the  resi- 
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dence  of  her  son  Daniel  F.,  in  Centreville,  with 
whom  she  had  made  her  home  for  about  eight 
years.  John  Wolf,  the  father  of  our  subject,  al- 
though meddling  very  little  with  public  affairs,  was 
a  man  of  decided  views  and  although  for  the  most 
part  a  Democrat,  voted  for  ''Tippecanoe  and  Tyler 
too"  in  1840.  He  discharged  the  duties  of  various 
local  offices  and  was  a  public-spirited  citizen,  inter- 
esting himself  in  all  projects  calculated  for  the  de- 
velopment of  his  adopted  connty,  laying  out  the 
public  highways  and  serving  as  Commissioner  a 
number  of  years.  In  all  the  relations  of  life  he 
was  kindly,  hospitable  and  charitable,  and  pursued 
a  career  which  endeared  him  to  all  who  knew 
him.  His  name  is  held  in  kindly  remembrance  by 
his  children  and  others  who  still  survive  and  re- 
member his  generous  deeds. 

To  the  parents  of  our  subject  there  have  been 
born  ten  children,  John  F.  being  the  sixth  in  order 
of  birth.  He,  like  his  parents,  first  opened  his  eyes 
to  the  light  in  Columbia  County,  Pa.,  Jan.  1,  1825, 
and  was  a  little  lad  nine  years  of  age  when  he  came 
with  his  parents  to  Michigan  Territory.  He  re- 
ceived his  education  in  the  primitive  schools  of  St. 
Joseph  County,  and  remained,  a  member  of  his 
father's  household  until  a  young  man  of  twenty- 
four  years.  He  then  started  out  in  business  on  his 
own  account,  upon  a  tract  of  land  given  him  by 
his  father,  that  upon  which  he  now  resides,  and  be- 
ginning its  improvement  and  cultivation  in  a  man- 
ner corresponding  to  his  means.  This  embraced 
eighty  acres  upon  which  there  had  been  no  im- 
provements, and  about  his  first  business  was  the 
erection  of  a  dwelling.  About  this  time  he  secured 
to  himself  a  wife  and  helpmate,  being  married 
March  9,  1854,  at  the  home  of  the  bride  in  Con- 
stantine  Township,  to  Miss  Nancy  D.,  daughter  of 
John  and  I^lizabeth  Gibson.  John  Gibson  was  a 
native  of  County  Belfast,  Ireland,  and  was  brought 
to  America  by  his  parents  when  a  child  two  years 
of  age,  they  locating  near  Williamsport  in  Lycom- 
ing County,  Pa.  Upon  reaching  manhood  he  was 
married  there  to  Miss  Elizabeth  De  France,  and 
they  became  the  parents  of  seven  children,  of  whom 
Mrs.  Wolf  was  next  to  the  eldest.  She  was  born  in 
Lycoming  County,  Dec.  31,  1827,  and  remained 
with  her  parents  until   her  marriage,  receiving  a 
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common-school  education,  and  being  instructed  by 
a  careful  mother  in  all  useful  housewifely  duties. 
In  due  time  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wolf  became  the  par- 
ents of  three  children,  one  of  whom,  John  E.,  died 
Nov.  4,  1859,  at  the  age  of  three  years  and  four 
months.  Mary  Ellen,  the  daughter,  was  born  March 
18,  1855,  and  is  now  the  wife  of  Dr.  W.  E.  Clark, 
of  Three  Rivers.  Morris  D.,  the  second  of  the  fam- 
ily, was  born  July  7,  1857;  he  took  kindly  to  his 
books  and  after  emerging  from  the  village  school 
at  Centreville,  entered  the  graded  school  at  Centre- 
ville and  completed  a  good  education.  Our  subject 
is  a  worthy  and  highly  respected  citizen,  a  resi- 
dent of  Lockport  and  has  held  the  office  of  High- 
w^ay  Commissioner,  also  that  of  President  of  the 
Anti-Horse  Thief  Association.  He  was  formerly 
a  Director  of  the  old  Air  Line  Railroad  Company, 
from  the  time  it  was  finished  until  it  went  into  the 
hands  of  the  Michigan  Central  in  the  winter  of 
1887,  and  is  now  a  member  of  the  School  Board 
and  he  and  his  son  are  stockholders  in  Wolf 
Bros.'  Bank  at  Centreville.  Mr.  Wolf  and  his  son 
are  members  in  good  standing  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  attending  services  at  Centre- 
ville, while  Mrs.  W.  belongs  to  the  Reformed 
Church  at  Centreville.  The  family  occupies  a 
prominent  position  in  this  part  of  the  county,  be- 
ing people  well-to-do  and  in  all  respects  substan- 
tial and  reliable  citizens. 

!5)BENEZER  OSBURN.  The  name  of  this 
worthy  pioneer,  who  is  now  deceased,  de- 
serves honorable  mention  among  the  early 
settlers  of  St.  Joseph  County.  He  came  to  this 
region  when  a  young  man  from  New  York  State, 
where  he  was  born  Aug.  10,  1822.  He  took  up  a 
tract  of  land  on  section  21,  in  Flowerfield  Town- 
ship, opening  up  a  good  farm  of  eighty  acres  near 
which  the  village  of  Howardsville  afterward  sprung 
up.  He  battled  with  the  difficulties  incident  to 
that  time,  and  after  making  a  good  record,  departed 
this  life  at  the  homestead  which  he  had  built  up, 
Feb.  11,  1887. 

Mr.  Osburn  was  married  at  Three  Rivers   after 
coming    to   this    county,  July    10,   1862,  to    Miss 
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Nancy  Clark,  who  passed  away  prior  to  the  decease 
of  her  husband,  her  death  also  taking  place  at  the 
old  farm,  June  21,  1884.  They  were  the  parents 
of  two  sons.  Charles,  the  elder,  was  born  April 
13,  1863,  and  was  reared  upon  a  farm,  becoming 
familiar  with  its  various  employments  and  receiv- 
ing his  education  in  the  common  school.  Frank, 
the  younger  son,  also  grew  up  on  the  farm,  and 
when  reaching  manhood  was  married,  at  Buchanan, 
Berrien  County,  this  State,  to  Miss  Fannie  Cave. 
This  lady  was  born  in  Marcellus  Township,  Cass 
County,  Sept.  7,  1867,  and  is  the  daughter  of  John 
L.  and  Lucina  Cave. 

The  former  was  a  native  of  England,  whence  he 
emigrated  to  the  United  States  early  in  life.  He 
came  to  Cass  County  during  its  early  settlement, 
and  after  opening  up  a  good  farm  spent  the  latter 
years  of  his  life  in  prosperity  and  quiet.  Mrs. 
Cave  was  born  in  Chagrin  Falls,  Ohio,  and  is  still 
living,  making  her  home  in  Lamoni,  Iowa.  Besides 
Mrs.  Osburn  there  are  three  other  daughters:  Ad- 
die,  the  wife  of  Isaac  Judson,  of  Covert;  Nettie  and 
Jessie,  who  live  with  their  mother  in  Iowa.  Both 
the  Cave  and  Osburn  families  represent  the  better 
element  of  society,  being  people  well-to-do  and  of 
good  standing  among  their  neighbors. 


ANIEL  M.  EYELAND,  editor  and  pro- 
prietor of  the  Weekly  Globe,  Mendon, 
St.  Joseph  Co.,  Mich.,  was  born  in 
Schuylkill  County,  Pa.,  Aug.  22,  1836- 
His  parents  soon  after  removed  to  Port  Clinton,  in 
the  same  county,  where  our  subject  attended 
school  until  his  sixteenth  year.  He  then  entered 
the  office  of  D.  C.  &  J.  M.  Reinhart,  at  Tamaqua, 
Pa.,  to  learn  the  trade  of  printing,  they  being  pro- 
prietors of  a  weekly  journal  called  the  Tamaqua 
Legion.  The  facilities  were  of  the  most  primitive 
kind,  and  young  Eveland  soon  had  an  opportunity 
to  develop  his  muscle  by  "pulling"  the  forms  of 
the  paper  on  an  old  "Ramage"  press,  a  relic  of  the 
times  of  Franklin. 

For  three  years  our  subject  worked  for  those 
people  as  an  apprentice,  getting  such  an  insight 
into  his  chosen  vocation  as   could   be  had  in  that 


office.  At  the  end  of  this  time  he  went  to  Phila- 
delphia, where  he  secured  employment  for  a  short 
time  in  various. offices,  but  no  permanent  position. 
His  next  move  was  to  Wilmington,  Del.,  where  he 
worked  on  the  Delaware  Gazette,  the  organ  of  the 
Delaware  Lottery  Company,  and  on  other  journals. 
He  then  returned  to  Tamaqua,  where  he  worked  on 
a  new  paper,  which,  being  destroyed  by  fire,  he  re- 
turned to  his  old  employers.  Finally  engaging  in 
school  teaching  in  Tamaqua  and  Drehersville, 
also  attending  Normal  School,  paying  for  tuition 
out  of  his  savings.  While  here  he  was  married, 
and  for  several  years  after  that  event  continued  his 
teaching,  varied  for  a  short  time  by  publishing  a 
small  paper  called  the  Mountain  Echo. 

The  outbreak  of  the  Rebellion  found  him  at  his 
teacher's  desk,  and  following  the  example  of  his 
four  brothers,  he  enlisted  in  the  Union  Army.  He 
left  the  army  unwounded,  but  suffering  from  disa- 
bilities incurred  by  reason  of  sickness  and  exposure. 
He  then  served  as  clerk  in  a  store,  worked  on  a  coal 
bank,  taught  school,  and  was  in  the  employ  of  the 
express  com])any  on  the  P.  &  R.  R.  R.  Co.  He 
finally  bought  the  office  of  the  Tamaqua  Courier, 
in  partnership  with  a  man  who  afterward  killed 
himself,  and  he  then  had  as  a  partner  Robert  Har- 
ris. The  firm  did  a  large  business  for  some  time. 
This  was  during  the  troublous  times  of  the  ''Mollie 
Maguires,"  with  the  leaders  of  whom  our  subject 
was  personally  acquainted.  He  was  for  his  utter- 
ances several  times  attacked  by  this  lawless  mob, 
but  never  seriously  injured.  Once  by  his  courage 
and  address,  after  the  murder  of  policeman  Yost, 
he  prevented  further  bloodshed  by  delaying  and 
finally  preventing  a  meeting  of  the  murderous  gang. 
After  the  hanging  of  Doyle  for  one  of  his  numer- 
ous murders,  he  was  again  attacked,  but  again 
fought  his  way  out  from  the  infuriated  "Mollies." 
In  fact,  all  through  those  troubles  in  the  Pennsyl- 
vania coal  regions  he  was  in  their  midst,  was  ac- 
quainted with  the  leaders  on  both  sides,  and  was 
active  in  upholding  the  law. 

He  continued  publishing  his  paper  in  Tamaqua 
for  seven  years,  when  he  sold  out  and  bought  an 
interest  in  the  Akron  (Ohio)  Argus,  where  he  lost 
all  he  had.  Not  dismayed,  he  managed  to  get  pos- 
session of  a  small  office  at  Churubusco,  Ind.,  but 
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sold  and  went  to  Ilicksville,  Ohio.  Thence  he  re- 
moved to  Republic,  Ohio,  where  he  lost  a  son  by 
death,  having  previously  lost  a  son  and  daughter 
in  Pennsylvania. 

From  this  place  Mr.  Eveland  went  to  Walkerton, 
Ind.,  where  he  suffered  a  severe  loss  through  the 
rascality  of  a  person  who  took  snap  judgment  on 
him. 

He  then  took  charge  of  the  South  Bend  Era,  a 
Greenback  organ,  owned  by  B.  F.  Shively,  who  now 
represents  that  district  in  Congress,  from  whom  he 
purchased  the  good-will  and  subscription  list,  which 
he  sold  to  J.  B.  Stoll,  editor  of  the  Times,  of  that 
place.  His  next  remove  was  to  Schoolcraft,  Mich., 
where  he  started  a  paper  called  the  Express,  which 
he  published  for  more  than  a  year.  The  paper  was 
an  ardent  advocate  of  temperance,  and  Mr.  Eve- 
land  was  President  of  the  Blue  Ribbon  Club,  which 
fact  militated  against  the  financial  success  of  his 
paper,  and  on  the  invitation  of  Mr.  T.  M.  Sheriff 
he  removed  to  Mendon,  St.  Joseph  County,  in 
April,  1885,  and  has  since  made  this  place  his 
home,  and  is  proprietor  and  editor  of  the  Mendon 
Weekly  Globe,  organ  of  the  Greenback  party  of  the 
county. 

March  10,  1859,  Mr.  Eveland  was  married  to 
Miss  Amanda  R.  Zuber,wlio  proved  a  worthy  help- 
mate, an  estimable,  devoted  and  pure-hearted  wife 
and  mother.  Of  their  family  of  six  children,  three 
are  deceased,  as  already  mentioned.  Of  the  sur- 
vivors the  eldest  daughter  is  the  wife  of  J.  J.  Fire- 
stone, editor  of  the  Colon  Express;  the  second 
daughter  is  wedded  to  L.  G.  Clapp,  druggist,  of 
Mendon,  and  the  youngest,  a  son,  is  now  sixteen 
years  of  age,  and  is  under  the  parental  roof. 

The  life  of  Mr.  Eveland  has  been  one  of  viscissi- 
tude  and  adventure.  His  service  in  the  army  was 
not  half  as  dangerous  or  romantic  as  were  his  ad- 
ventures during  the  veritable  reign  of  terror  in- 
augurated in  the  mining  regions  of  Pennsylvania 
by  the  **Mollie  Maguires."  He  is  frank  and  out- 
spoken in  expressing  his  opinions,  and  that  he  was 
not  more  seriously  injured  in  those  times  was  some- 
what due  to  good  fortune,  but  more  to  pluck. 

The  Mendon  Globe,  where  it  is  to  be  hoped  Mr. 
Eveland  is  located  to  stay,  is  an  independent,  out- 
spoken journal,  advocating  the   principles  of   the 
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Greenback  party.  The  office  is  well  supplied  with 
presses  and  type,  and  the  paper  and  printing  estab- 
lishment are  an  important  factor  in  the  prosperity 
of  the  flourishing  village  of  Mendon. 
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^p^YRUS  BUTTON,  of  Mendon  Township, 
(f\  f-,  came  to  this  section  of  country  in  1848,  and 
^^/  has  since  resided  upon  the  same  farm.  It 
comprises  200  acres  of  valuable  land,  and  with  its 
appurtenances  is  considered  one  of  the  most  desira- 
ble homesteads  in  this  part  of  the  county. 

Our  subject  comes  from  a  good  family,  being  the 
son  of  William  Button,  a  New  Englander,  who 
married  Miss  Mary  Cheney,  whose  childhood  home 
was  near  that  of  her  husband.  In  1834  they  emi- 
grated to  Michigan,  settling  first  in  Calhoun 
County.  Thence  they  removed,  in  December, 
1841,  to  this  county,  settling  in  Mendon  Township, 
where  they  remained  until  October,  1854.  They 
then  took  up  their  residence  in  Becatur,  A^an  Buren 
County,  where  they  spent  their  last  days.  They 
were  the  parents  of  eight  children,  Cyrus  being  the 
eldest. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Rutland 
County,  Yt.,  Bee.  7,  1808.  He  was  but  an  infant 
when  his  parents  removed  to  Franklin  County,  N. 
Y.,  they  settling  in  a  place  called  French's  Mills, 
where  they  remained  about  four  years.  In  Septem- 
ber, 1833,  he  left  his  home  for  Michigan,  arriving 
in  Betroit  in  November  following.  He  proceeded 
directly  to  Calhoun  County,  making  his  home  in 
Marshall  that  winter.  He  rented  land  in  Sheridan 
Township,  remaining  there  until  coming  to  this 
county,  in  Becember,  1848. 

At  different  times  during  his  residence  in  Calhoun 
County  Mr.  Button  was  engaged  in  conveying  the 
United  States  mail  to  different  points  in  that  sec- 
tion of  the  State.  He  disposed  of  his  Calhoun 
County  land  in  1848,  and  joined  his  parents  in  this 
county,  making  arrangements  afterward  to  pur- 
chase his  father's  land  in  Mendon  Township.  Upon 
this  he  soon  afterward  took  up  his  residence,  re- 
maining until  the  present  time.  He  was  first  mar- 
ried in  Brady  Township,  Kalamazoo  County,  in  Oc- 
tober, 1850,  to  Laura  F.  Axtell.  This  lady  was  born 
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in  Peru,  Berkshire  Co.,  Mass.,  and  died  at  the 
homestead  in  Mendon  Township,  in  June,  1861. 
Mr.  Button  contracted  a  second  marriage,  March 
8,  1863,  in  Mendon,  with  Miss  Cordelia  Estes, 
widow  of  Zaccheus  Estes,  who  died  in  Chicago,  111., 
in  September,  1861.  Her  father  was  Seymour 
Boughton,  who  died  in  Batavia,  N.  Y.  Her  mother, 
Mrs.  Betsy  (Hubbard)  Boughton,  also  died  there. 
In  that  place  also  Mrs.  Button  was  born  Bee.  7, 
1829.  Of  her  first  marriage  there  were  four  chil- 
(^ren — Mary,  Marcus,  Alton  and  L3^dia. 

Of  the  present  marriage  of  Mr.  Button  there  are 
also  four  children— Emma,  Ella,  William  and  Lee. 
The  daughter  Lydia  became  the  wife  of  Martin 
Langdon,  and  died  in  Menton,  Oct.  7, 1881.  Mar- 
cus married  Miss  Jennie  Wallace.  Mr.  B.  has  held 
the  office  of  Township  Supervisor  three  terms,  and 
officiated  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  several  years.  Po- 
litically, he  is  a  stanch  Republican.  He  is  afflicted 
with  partial  blindness,  but  has  made  for  himself  a 
good  record  as  an  early  settler  and  an  honest  citi- 
zen. 

ACOB  HEINBACH.  It  has  been  remarked  of 
this  substantial  old  settler  of  Park  Township 
that  his  word  is  as  good  as  his  bond;  and 
this  perhaps  is  as  suggestive  of  the  character 
o7~the  man  as  anything  further  which  could  be  said. 
He  came  to  this  section  of  country  in  its  pioneer 
days,  purchased  eighty  acres  of  timber  land,  and, 
after  operating  on  this  for  a  time  very  successfully, 
added  to  his  real  estate  240  acres  more.  This 
formed  the  nucleus  of  a  competence  which  he  now 
enjoys,  and,  whenever  he  so  wishes,  he  can  retire 
from  active  labor  with  the  assurance  that  his  declin- 
ing years  may  be  passed  in  ease  and  comfort. 

A  native  of  Columbia  County,  Pa.,  our  sub- 
ject was  born  April  10,  1818,  and  is  the  son  of 
Jacob  and  Elizabeth  (Faust)  Heinbach,  who  were 
natives  of  Pennsylvania,  and  long  since  passed  to 
their  final  rest.  He  was  reared  to  manhood  in  his 
native  county,  receiving  a  limited  education,  and 


carried  on  farm  pursuits,  with  which  he  had  be- 
come familiar  during  his  boyhood.  He  was 
married  when  twenty-seven  years  of  age,  in  Sep- 
tember, 1845,  to  Miss  Mary  A.  Reedy,  who  became 
the  mother  of  three  children,  of  whom  only  one  is 
living,  William,  a  resident  of  Park  Township. 

Soon  after  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Heinbach 
emigrated  to  Michigan,  and  in  due  time  settled 
upon  the  land  which  is  now  included  in  their  present 
homestead.  They  labored  with  one  purpose  in 
view  from  year  to  year,  gathering  gradually  about 
them  the  conveniences  and  comiorts  of  life,  and  as 
the  country  grew  up  around  them,  and  the  wilder- 
ness was  transformed  into  smiling  fields  and  valua- 
ble homesteads,  they  became  the  center  of  a  pleasant 
circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances.  Their  hos- 
pitable doors  were  ever  open  to  their  friends,  while 
the  needy  stranger  was  never  turned  empty  away. 

Besides  the  property  already  named  Mr.  Hein- 
bach is  a  part  owner  of  a  flour  and  grist  mill.  Upon 
his  first  purchase  he  paid  $100  down,  and  was 
given  four  years  in  which  to  pay  the  balance,  $350. 
He  met  his  notes  as  promptly  as  he  has  been  in  the 
habit  of  meeting  all  his  obligations.  He  met  the 
deepest  affliction  of  his  life  on  the  11th  of  Becem- 
ber,  1885,  when  the  faithful  and  affectionate  wife 
and  mother  passed  away  to  a  better  land.  His  life 
has  not  been  free  from  adversity  and  affliction. 
His  daughter  Elmira,  after  an  illness  of  twenty 
years,  died,  April  10,  1886,  and  thus  within  a  year 
he  was  deprived  of  the  companionship  of  both  his 
wife  and  daughter.  Mrs.  Heinbach  had  been  a 
great  sufferer  from  a  cancer. 

Our  subject  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  with 
the  Bemocratic  party,  and  since  that  time  has  given 
his  cordial  support  to  Bemocratic  principles.  He 
has  never  been  a  member  of  any  church,  yet  has 
been  a  cheerful  contributor  both  to  educational 
and  religious  objects,  and  has  endeavored  in  all 
respects  to  do  good  as  he  had  opportunity.  None 
are  more  worthy  of  a  place  in  a  work  of  this  kind 
than  Jacob  Heinbach. 
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